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Santa Barbara Interfaith Event CelebratesPeace
BY PEGGY CHEN

SANTA BARBARA, CALIF., CORRESPONDENT

Ali S. Malaikah, an en-
gineer originally from
the Middle East, has

been a Santa Barbara, Calif.,
resident for 24 years. “The
Sept. 11 incident makes it
more important than ever for
people in our community to
come together and to realize
the importance of peace,” said
Mr. Malaikah. “Many people
have misconceptions about
Islam, like it is a violent reli-
gion. Well, it is not.”

Mr. Malaikah was one of
the participants of “Celebrat-
ing Peace — Nonviolent Re-
sponses  to  Ter ror ism,”  a  
meeting sponsored by the
University of California at

Santa Barbara Interfaith
Council on Oct. 22. The pur-
pose of the meeting was to
bring together likeminded
people by creating a forum for
dialogue, and talk about how
they can work together. 

Pete Peterson, member of
the Interfaith Council and the
SGI-USA’s Victory Over Vio-
lence representative in Santa
Barbara, facilitated the kick-
off event. The meeting started
with two exercises relating to
what happens when violent
thoughts become rooted in
human beings, followed by a
dialogue among all partici-
pants. Approximately 25 peo-
ple participated. The dialogue
focused on the importance of
talking about nonviolence and
how people in Santa Barbara

The University of California, Santa Barbara Interfaith Council gathers on Oct. 22.

Photo by PETE PETERSON

Participants enjoy a conversation at a gathering of Muslims and SGI-USA members in northern Virginia, Nov. 3.

can work together to build a
peaceful community. 

Participants also viewed the

Gandhi, King, Ikeda exhibition
and the Victory Over Violence
video documentary. A tree

made of recycled newspaper by
SGI-USA member Sophie Hou
and Alan Phipps, a member of
the local St. Mark’s Church,
both UCSB students, was pre-
sented at the University Reli-
gious Center, where the meet-
ing was held. The tree will be on
display at the center as a long-
term exhibition. Visitors may
hang leaf-shaped cards with
pledges and comments. 

Ann Elise Rudrud, a student
at UCSB, found the meeting
useful in her search for answers.
The exercises helped her to un-
derstand more about the causes
of peace and violence, and the
meeting encouraged her to ex-
press her opinion about vio-
lence in her community. “It was
definitely a positive experi-
ence,” she said. WT

BY SAMANTHA MCCULLOUGH
ARLINGTON, VA., CORRESPONDENT

On Nov. 3 at the Northern
Virginia Community
Center, 39 SGI-USA

members held an interfaith di-
alogue with four Muslims from
the All Dulles Area Muslim So-
ciety. The goal of the meeting
was to educate Buddhists and
Muslims about one another’s
religious practice, develop
bonds of friendship and trust,
and create a sense of harmony
among people of both faiths.

The meeting opened with
the Muslims witnessing the
Buddhist prayer. Later the Bud-
dhists witnessed the Muslim
prayer as well. Syaiful Idris, a
Muslim and the event’s emcee,
introduced SGI-USA member
Jennifer Zarbock, who spoke
about the founder of Islam,
quoting SGI President Ikeda:
“Muhammad was a man of
great patience, acuity and far-
s igh tedness .  Muhammad
united the Arab tribes through
his ability to inspire trust in and
make allies of the people who

were brought under Muslim
rule. Muhammad combined
painstaking attention to detail
with passionate enthusiasm.
He was generous, honest and

principled” (May 23, 1997,
World Tribune, p. 7).

Muslim Ahmed Hussain
noted that the tradition of dia-
logue between Buddhists and

Muslims goes back 300 years.
In 1704, Liu Chi, a Chinese
Buddhist, wrote The Philoso-
phy of Islam, a comparison of
Islam and Buddhism that em-

phasizes their similarities.
After a lively dialogue be-

tween the two groups, SGI-
USA member Colleen Parks
pointed out that dialogue is
necessary to create peace, be-
cause it removes suffering and
replaces it with joy.

When Syaiful said, “Now 
we will end the meeting with
sansho,” the SGI-USA mem-
bers laughed, pleased that a
Muslim respected the SGI
tradition of ending Buddhist
discussion meetings by chant-
ing Nam-myoho-renge-kyo
three times.

“This is the beginning of
something great and wonder-
ful,” said Ahmed Hussain after-
ward. “This is the way to de-
velop understanding between
two of the great world reli-
gions.” Paul Schienle added, “It
was the most beautiful expres-
sion of world peace I have seen
in this [community center].” In
the words of Peggy Goldman:
“This is the way to create peace.
Interfaith dialogue is theoretical
until one actually does it. It was
a powerful experience.” WT

Muslims and Buddhists Hold Dialogue in Virginia
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SGI President
Ikeda on the
joy of being
alive.
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The progress of our soul
is like a perfect poem.
It has an infinite idea

which once realized makes all
movements full of meaning
and joy.” These are the words
of the renowned Indian poet
Rabindranath Tagore.

As human beings, it is es-
sential for us to earnestly in-
quire into the validity of vari-
ous philosophies and, carefully
weighing their correctness, su-
periority and depth, engrave
the best, highest philosophy
into our lives.

In the “Twenty-six Admoni-
tions of Nikko,” we are ad-
vised. “Followers of this school
should engrave the teachings
of the Gosho in their lives”
(Gosho Zenshu, p. 1618).

❖ ❖ ❖ ❖

This autumn in Japan, amid
a growing tide of expanding
dialogue, the waves of Bud-
dhist study are also rising high,
as many youth infuse their
lives with the great philosophy
of Buddhism.

In October and November,
respectively, the Study De-
partment’s Advanced Exam for
youth and traditional Entrance
Exam open to all divisions will
be held. I hope that both the
candidates for these two exams
as well as those helping them
study will make the most of
this opportunity to deepen
their understanding of the
boundless philosophy of the
Buddhism of the sun.

One of the writings on the
study curriculum for the youth
exam is the “Record of the
Orally Transmitted Teach-
ings.” This is an important text
that consists of a transcript of
Nichiren Daishonin’s lectures
by his disciple and successor,
Nikko Shonin.

This oral teaching — com-
piled through the unity of 
mentor and disciple — is a
profoundly memorable one
both for my mentor, second
Soka Gakkai president Josei
Toda, and for me. When I first
began studying Buddhism
with him, we started with the
“Record of the Orally Trans-
mitted Teachings.”

President Toda was a strict
teacher. He would grill me
about the meaning of Buddhist
terms we encountered and ask
me to explain various passages.
I never knew what kind of ques-
tion he would spring on me
next. These study sessions
would make me break out in a
cold sweat, but today I am eter-
nally grateful for President
Toda’s instruction, which was
like the rigorous training of a
master swordsman.

The actions of a Buddha are
dedicated to people’s welfare,
to peace and to bringing hap-
piness and salvation to all 
humanity. Faith is the starting
point for our efforts to conduct
ourselves as Buddhas, and study
is the driving force for faith. 
Accordingly, there is no true
faith without study; the eternal
wellspring of faith is study.

❖ ❖ ❖ ❖

When I was young, I ac-
quired the habit of recording
in my diary passages from the
Daishonin’s writings that left
a deep impression on me.
Only by studying with a burn-
ing desire to introduce Bud-
dhism to others can we come
in contact with the spirit of the
D a i s h o n i n .
Jus t  memo-
r iz ing Bud-
dhis t  teach-
i n g s  a n d
principles in a
pedantic, ab-
stract manner
is not the way
o f  s t u d y
w i t h i n  t h e
Daishonin’s
B u d d h i s m .
T h a t  i s  t h e  
behavior  of
a r r o g a n t l y
c o n c e i t e d
h y p o c r i t e s
and pseudo-
intellectuals.

I recorded
the following determination
in my diary one chilly autumn
night in 1950: “The battle in-
tensif ies daily. No other
choice but to forge ahead,
cherishing the desire to win.

“Work is important, but we

must not neglect regular study
of the Gosho” (A Youthful
Diary, pp. 54–55).

❖ ❖ ❖ ❖

Without a sound grasp of
Buddhist teachings, we cannot
be called true practitioners of
Buddhism.

With faith as our inspiration
and study as our wings, we can
win the hearts of millions as we
strive to illuminate their minds
and gain their understanding. 

It is important that we each 
become such champions of
kosen-rufu.

This is how the Mystic Law
spreads. Those who have a solid
basis in faith and study are gen-
uine leaders of the SGI.

The membership’s fright-
ened reaction to the harsh
persecution suffered by the
Soka Gakkai during World
War II keenly drove home to
President Toda the need to
deepen the members’grasp of
the Daishonin’s teachings. He
knew that these teachings
clearly described the way to
view various difficulties and
phenomena encountered in
the course of our Buddhist
practice and the appropriate

action to take
depending on
the circum-
stances.

And he rec-
ognized, with
h i n d s i g h t ,
that there had
been no time
to fully im-
part this un-
derstanding
to his fellow
followers in
t h e  S o k a
G a k k a i ’ s
f o r m a t i v e  
p e r i o d .  I n
short, the pre-
war organiza-
tion was de-

feated because the member-
ship lacked a firm mastery of
Buddhist study.

Allow me to state again,
though, that Buddhist study
devoid of faith is the mark of
hypocrites and pseudo-intel-

AN ESSAY BY SGI PRESIDENT IKEDA

BUDDHIST STUDY GIVES US COURAGE

lectuals. The pitiful figure of
the former Soka Gakkai Study
Department leader who aban-
doned his faith bears eloquent
testimony to this.

There was another sad indi-
vidual who, though holding
credentials from a famous uni-
versity, similarly forsook his
faith and embarked on a vicious
course of spreading poisonous
lies in an attempt to destroy
Buddhism and the unity of be-
lievers. This is another stark 
example of Buddhist study
without faith — an empty out-
ward show of understanding the
Daishonin’s Buddhism.

SGI-USA Study Department leaders prepare for the Advanced-level Examination to be held nationwide on Jan. 13, 2002.
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With faith as our inspiration 

and study as our wings, we can

win the hearts of millions as we

strive to illuminate their minds

and gain their understanding. It 

is important that we each become

such champions of kosen-rufu.

‘The joy of studying Buddhism deepens our
conviction in faith,’ SGI President Ikeda says,
‘and that conviction fills us with the courage
to discuss Buddhism with others.’
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We must not be deceived.
The substance of a person’s
faith can only be determined
by whether they are acting in
accord with the Daishonin’s
teachings. It is arrogant and
gravely misguided to pride
oneself on one’s mastery of
the Buddhist teachings if one
only focuses on study while
neglecting the other vital as-
pects of faith and practice.
Such people are headed for
certain ruin.

❖ ❖ ❖ ❖

The American Renaissance
thinker, Ralph Waldo Emer-
son, wrote: “The more pro-
found the thought, the more
burdensome. Always in pro-
portion to the depth of its
sense does it knock importu-
nately at the gates of the soul,
to be spoken, to be done.”

The Daishonin’s Buddhism
extols the sanctity of life, de-
claring that “we ourselves are
the treasure tower, we ourselves
are the Buddha” (see The Writ-
ings of Nichiren Daishonin, p.
299). It represents a sure guid-
ing philosophy of peace that 
offers solutions for our ailing
contemporary society.

In the SGI, we always return
to the Daishonin’s writings —
the sutra of the Latter Day of
the Law — and from there ad-
vance, bathed in the light of 
infinite courage, wisdom and
compassion. These writings
blaze with the brilliant life of
the Daishonin, who endured all
manner of persecution while
opening the way for kosen-rufu
in the 10,000 years and more 
of the Latter Day.

Through studying the Dai-
shonin’s writings, we can ac-
quire the sharp insight that 
enables us to perceive the es-

sential nature of things and
events, such as the unchang-
ing pattern by which those
who uphold truth and justice
meet with slander and perse-
cution. The fundamental pur-
pose of our Buddhist study is
so that we may stand up to the
three powerful enemies, who
inevitably appear to hinder the
advance of the Bodhisattvas
of  the  Ear th ,  and rea l ize
kosen-rufu without fail. When
we internalize the teachings
of Buddhism and read them
with our lives, we become the
Buddha of the true aspect of
all phenomena, embodying
the principle that ordinary
p e o p l e  c a n  m a n i f e s t  t h e
supremely noble state of Bud-
dhahood, just as they are.

The joy of studying Bud-
dhism deepens our conviction
in faith, and that conviction
fills us with the courage to dis-
cuss Buddhism with others.

❖ ❖ ❖ ❖

Buddhism essentially began
by Shakyamuni talking to his
friends and convincing them of
the truth of the Law to which he
had awakened. From its incep-
tion, Buddhism has been a reli-
gion of dialogue.

The Daishonin’s writings
might also be described as the
crystallization of a passionate
spirit of dialogue. Several of
his treatises — including “On
Establ ishing the  Cor rect
Teaching for the Peace of the
Land,” a conversation between
a host and guest, and “The Se-
lection of the Time” — adopt 
a dialogue format, in which
questions and answers are ex-
changed. In many of the Dai-
shonin’s letters, too, he hap-
pily responds to queries from
followers and praises them for

asking questions.
This tenacious spirit of dia-

logue, thoroughly grounded in
the two ways of practice and
study, is the enduring tradition
of the SGI. We study, talk to
others and study again. The
true path of Buddhist practice
lies in this vibrant rhythm of
study and dialogue fueled by a
seeking mind.

President Toda declared:
“Begin your study from the most
elevated philosophy. If you read
and grasp the meaning of the
Daishonin’s writings, you will
understand everything else.”

Young seekers, noble com-
rades in faith, now is the time
to study hard and speak out
with confidence! Armed with
the Daishonin’s writings, the
teachings for all humanity,
dance out onto the new stage
of history! For the sake of a
hope-filled future for human-
ity! And to bring the brilliant
light of humanism to shine
over our planet!

This essay was published in
the “Thoughts on The New
Human Revolution” series in
the Oct. 19 Seikyo Shimbun,
the Soka Gakkai’s daily
newspaper.

All books but The Buddha in Your Mirror available at 
SGI-USA bookstores, or via mail order: 1-800-626-1313
or e-mail: mailorder@sgi-usa.org

The Century of Life 2002 Datebook
Stunning photography. Encouraging words.
$14.00, M/O #: 4114

The Wisdom of the Lotus Sutra, vol. 3
The continuing conversation that brings 
the Lotus Sutra to life.
$10.95, M/O #: 4283

Pubs2000 CD-ROM
All World Tribune and
Living Buddhism issues for
2000 in an easily searchable
format.
$28.00, M/O #: 4512

The Buddha 
in Your Mirror
The bestselling intro-
duction to Nichiren
Buddhism is perfect for
friends and family.
Now in Paperback!
$14.00. Available at
your favorite neigh-
borhood bookseller
or on-line at 
www.middlewaypress.com.

Beautiful new books to help you
teach your child about Buddhism.

Cody Chants
By Linda Jackson Iwamoto
Illustrated by David Smee
A camping trip with
Grandpa turns into a fun
lesson about chanting, as
Cody asks about Nam-
myoho-renge-kyo. 
(Ages 5-8) $6.95

I Like To Chant
This set of four board
books introduces infants
and toddlers to the
images and concepts of
our Buddhist practice
through bright and color-
ful photography. Available
separately or as a set in its
own slipcase. (Ages 0-5)
$3.95 each; $13.95 for the
set.

Now available at SGI-USA bookstores.
Or purchase your copy via mail order:

1-800-626-1313 or
sgiusamoc@aol.com

If you have any
questions about your
subscription to the
World Tribune or
Living Buddhism

magazine, please call 

1-800-835-4558
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force that moves the times. This
is the movement of Soka.

The slightest error may
cause everything to come
crashing down in an
instant.

In a letter to his disciple
Sennichi-ama, the wife of
Abutsu-bo and a resident of
the Shinetsu region, Nichiren
Daishonin uses the following
metaphor to strictly warn
against slandering the Law:
“Suppose there is a ship that
sails on the open sea. Though
the ship is stoutly built, if it 
is flooded by a leak, those on
the ship are sure to drown to-
gether. Though the embank-
ment between rice f ields is
firm, if there is an ant hole in
it, then surely, in the long run,
it will not remain full of water”
(The Writings of Nichiren Dai-
shonin, p. 626).

These are reasonable words
that must be taken to heart.
Whether in an organization,
one’s own life or some under-

taking, regardless of how solid
and strong things may appear,
the slightest error may cause
everything to come crashing
down in an instant. Ruin begins
with complacency and the 
arrogance that accepts even
minor blunders.

It is a leader’s responsibility
to deal with such problems
quickly and appropriately,
wi thout  over looking the
smallest detail. Each of these
instances represents an im-
portant crossroads on which
future development hinges.
We must never forget this.

We need to unite and pray
in the spirit of ‘many in
body but one in mind.’

The struggle for kosen-rufu
begins with prayer. “The Her-
itage of the Ultimate Law of
Life,” which the Daishonin
wrote while in exile on Sado 
Island, states: “All disciples
and lay supporters of Nichiren
should chant Nam-myoho-
renge-kyo with the spirit of

many in body but one in mind,
transcending all differences
among themselves to become
as inseparable as fish and the
water in which they swim. This
spiritual bond is the basis for
the universal transmission of
the ultimate Law of life and
death. Herein lies the true goal
of Nichiren’s propagation.
When you are so united, even
the great desire for widespread
propagation can be fulfilled.
But if any of Nichiren’s disci-
ples disrupt the unity of many
in body but one in mind, they
would be like warriors who 
destroy their own castle from
within” (WND, 217).

In short, we need to unite and
pray in the spirit of “many in
body but one in mind.” When
everyone prays together for
victory in the endeavor to “re-
fute the erroneous and reveal
the true,” their daimoku be-
comes that of the lion king.

When everyone prays with
one mind, kosen-rufu ad-
vances with increasing mo-

mentum. Prayer itself is the
greatest power with which to
forge ahead.

The Daishonin says: “Just as
all the different kinds of plants
and trees come forth from the
earth, so all the various teach-
ings of the Buddha are spread
by persons. As T’ien-t’ai said:
‘Even during the Buddha’s
lifetime, the Law was revealed
by people. How then, in the 
latter age, can one say that the
Law is worthy of respect, but
that the person who upholds it
is to be despised?’

“Hence, if the Law that one
embraces is supreme, then the
person who embraces it must
accordingly be foremost among
all others” (WND, 61).

What kind of person demon-
strates true human greatness
and nobility? It is someone
who, no matter what happens,
single-mindedly works for
kosen-rufu without wavering in
the least, without moaning or
complaining. This is what the
Daishonin teaches. It is also the

SGI PRESIDENT IKEDA’S AUG. 21 SPEECH — PART 2

SHARING THE JOY OF BEING ALIVE
‘Let us continue
sharing with others
the joy of being alive,’
SGI President Ikeda
says. ‘Let us continue
proclaiming the truth
of life. Even if we are
alone, our cry will
open the eyes of
many and become a
force that moves the
times.’

The conclusion of SGI Presi-
dent Ikeda’s speech at a joint
training session for leaders of
the Hokuriku and Shinetsu 
regions, held at the Nagano
Training Center in Karuizawa,
Japan, Aug. 21.

Henry David Thoreau, the
well-known American
Renaissance thinker

and author of Civil Disobedi-
ence, is acclaimed as a philo-
sopher who changed history.
Thoreau’s thought had a major
influence on Russian writer Leo
Tolstoy, Mahatma Gandhi and
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

I regard it as a tremendous
honor to have been named an
honorary life member of the
Thoreau Society, an organiza-
tion dedicated to carrying on
the spirit of this giant figure of
the past (see June 8 World Tri-
bune, pp. 6–8). I am currently
participating in a dialogue with
Thoreau Society President
Ronald A. Bosco and Secre-
tary Joel Myerson, who are
renowned Thoreau scholars.
Both men visited the Soka
University of America, Aliso
Viejo campus and expressed
their deep empathy with the
school and its ideals.

Thoreau said, “My life itself
was become my amusement
and never ceased to be novel.”
And, “I go to see many a good
man or good woman, so called,
and utter freely that thought
which alone it was given to me
to utter.” He also said: “Let us
see who is the strongest. What
force has a multitude? They
only can force me who obey a
higher law than I.”

Let us continue sharing with
others the joy of being alive.
Let us continue proclaiming
the truth of life. Even if we are
alone, our cry will open the
eyes of many and become a

SGI President Ikeda is participating in an ongoing dialogue with Thoreau Society President Ronald A. Bosco, who visited him in Japan in May.

Courtesy of SEIKYO PRESS 
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way of life expounded in the
Lotus Sutra.

Living this way requires
enormous effort, but those who
exert themselves for kosen-
rufu steadily accumulate bene-
fit without even realizing it.
They rapidly accomplish their
human revolution.

Because life is eternal, the
present is extremely
important.

The benefit of the Mystic
Law is inconspicuous. Even if
we cannot see the results of our
efforts right away, everything
is constantly moving in the
best direction for our lives.
That itself is the most profound
benefit.

There is no more worthy
cause than taking action for
kosen-rufu. No one can surpass
a person tenaciously carrying
out activities for kosen-rufu.
Absolutely nothing can defeat 
a noble champion of the spirit.
Please be confident of this.

The Daishonin explains that
at the moment of death those
who have practiced in such a
fashion will be welcomed by
many Buddhas and escorted to
Eagle Peak. In “The Heritage
of the Ultimate Law of Life,”
he says: “How can we possibly
hold back our tears at the in-
expressible joy of knowing
that not just one or two, not
just one hundred or two hun-
dred, but as many as a thou-
sand Buddhas will come to
greet us with open arms!”
(WND, 216–17).

Regardless of how their life
comes to an end, those who
have struggled for kosen-rufu
embark on a journey over the
three existences of past, pre-
sent and future that abounds
with the greatest happiness and
joy. They will be reborn where
and when they choose with
complete freedom. Such is the
immense power of the Mystic
Law permeating the three exis-
tences of life.

Life is eternal. For this rea-
son, the present is extremely
important. Buddhism teaches:
“If you want to understand the
causes that existed in the past,
look at the results as they are
manifested in the present. And
if you want to understand what
results will be manifested in
the future, look at the causes
that  exist  in the present”
(WND, 279).

Our eternal victory depends
entirely on our struggles in the
present.

‘Buddhism primarily
concerns itself with victory
or defeat.’

To Shijo Kingo, who had a
close connection with the

Shinetsu region, the Daishonin
wrote, “Buddhism primarily
concerns itself with victory or
defeat” (WND, 835). And:
“Buddhism is reason. Reason
wil l  win  over  your  lord”
(WND, 839).

Also, to Ota Jomyo, who had
a connection with the Hoku-
riku region, he wrote, “In the
f irst place, within [both] the
truth of the secular world and
the ultimate truth revealed by
the Buddha, it is victory or de-
feat that is essential” (Gosho
Zenshu, p. 1002).

I hope all of you will con-
tinue achieving victory upon
victory and thereby expand and
advance kosen-rufu in the
Hokuriku and Shinetsu regions.

The Daishonin was over-
joyed to learn that his follow-
ers Abutsu-bo and Sennichi-
ama had taught their son about
faith and raised him to be a sin-
cere practitioner. The Daisho-
nin writes, “His [Abutsu-bo’s]
son, Tokuro Moritsuna, has
followed in his footsteps and
become a wholehearted votary
of the Lotus Sutra” (WND,
1045). I hope Hokuriku and
Shinetsu  wi l l  be  the  bes t
examples of transmitting faith
to the next generation and rais-
ing fine successors.

I hope you will send capable
people dedicated to the cause
of good out into the world.
Please foster many “Tsune-
saburo Makiguchis” and “Josei
Todas” of the 21st century.

Next year will mark the
730th anniversary of  the
Tsukahara Debate on Sado 
Island. Describing how he 
had refuted several hundred
priests of other Buddhist
schools on this occasion, the
Daishonin says, “I overturned
them as easily as a sharp
sword cutting through a melon
or a gale bending the grass”
(WND, 771–72). I pray and
have every expectation that
the youth of Hokuriku and
Shinetsu will expand their
network of truth and justice
with their sharp minds and
gale-like strength.

I want to present you with
these words of Helen Keller:
“The real way to grow is by as-
piring beyond our limitations,
by wishing sublimely for great
things and striving to achieve
them.” She also said: “When
we do the best that we can, we
never know what miracle is
wrought in our life, or in the
life of another.”

I particularly hope the mem-
bers of the young women’s and
women’s divisions will en-
grave in their hearts the con-
viction of this great individual
who triumphed over so many
difficulties.

May you always enjoy
excellent health and
fulfilling lives!

Walt Whitman, a favorite
poet of mine, sings,

Pioneers! O Pioneers!
All the past we leave 

behind,
We debouch upon a newer

mightier world, varied
world,

Fresh and strong the world
we seize, world of labor
and the march.

I pray that this summer train-
ing course will be a significant,
historic event for all of you, the
true pioneers of kosen-rufu.
Please convey my best regards
to all the members in your re-
spective areas.

May you always enjoy ex-
cellent health and fulf illing
lives! May you live long and
accumulate good fortune each
day. I am daily praying for your
happiness.

To commemorate this train-
ing session, I want to present
you with several poems. First,
to the Hokuriku members:

Noble network of Hokuriku
That possesses
The golden spirit
Of kosen-rufu —
Your future is assured.

❖ ❖ ❖ ❖

Never forgetting

The dauntless
Faith of Soka,
Construct a splendid palace
In great Hokuriku.

❖ ❖ ❖ ❖

With my whole heart
I pray and pray
For the excellent health,

longevity,
And the joy-filled journey
Of all my friends in

Hokuriku.

And for the Shinetsu mem-
bers:

Year
After year
You traverse
Countless mountains and

rivers
Creating a noble history.

❖ ❖ ❖ ❖

Forging your lives
Through cold winds,
You dauntlessly
Exert yourselves
As champions of benefit.

❖ ❖ ❖ ❖

Cheerfully
And brightly,
Adorn this life
With great happiness
As millionaires of victory.

Thank you again for all your
efforts in attending today’s
meeting. Together let us em-
bark on a fresh journey toward
a new world!

The secret tool for a winning life.
To subscribe, visit www.sgisubs.com or send in the order form below with your payment enclosed. No cash, please. 

Call 1-800-835-4558 
if you have questions. 
Please check the appropriate boxes. 3 months $15 (13 issues) Save $11

6 months $28 (26 issues) Save $24

1 year $50 (52 issues) Save $54

2 years $85 (104 issues) Save $123

3 years $110 (156 issues) Save $202

3 months $15 (3 issues) Save $3

6 months $28 (6 issues) Save $8

1 year $50 (12 issues) Save $22

2 years $90 (24 issues) Save $54 

3 years $125 (36 issues) Save $91 

WORLD TRIBUNE LIVING BUDDHISM

SEND TO: SGI-USA Subscriptions, PO Box 1427, Santa Monica, CA 90406-9907

If you wish, please select one free optional language supplement of the World Tribune.

❑ Spanish    ❑ Portuguese    ❑ Korean    ❑ Chinese  
❑ Japanese    ❑ Thai/Cambodian

Charge my VISA               or Master Card

Card # Expiration date

Signature All credit card orders are subject to bank approval

Name

Address Apt.#

City State Zip

(For gift subscription, please indicate gift giver) District Source Code (If known)

Are you a new subscriber? ❑ Yes ❑ No            U.S. rates only. International rates vary.

Subscribe to
the Justice
Chronicle

The Justice Chronicle is
a free, weekly e-mailer for
World Tribune subscribers
about the Soka Spirit
movement. Its purpose is
to support SGI-USA’s on-
going education campaign
about this subject in the
timeliest fashion possible.

The Justice Chronicle
will feature the latest news
regarding the Soka Spirit
movement, SGI President
Ikeda’s recent guidance
about it and study articles .

To subscribe to the Jus-
tice Chronicle, just follow
these three easy steps:

1) Open a new e-mail
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(first line): SUBSCRIBE
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The first freshman class at
Soka University of America,
Aliso Viejo includes students
from 18 countries on five con-
tinents. On Aug. 23, some of
the international students sat
down wi th  World Tr ibune
Staff Writer Jamie Liptan and
described their experiences in
coming to SUA.

Mitsuko Takahashi
Hawaii

Iwas attending a four-year
university in Hawaii‚ but
when I heard of the values

and ideology of Soka Univer-
sity of America — to create
well-rounded‚ global individu-
als who could do well any-
where in the world — I had no
doubt that I could achieve my
goals there.

I grew up in Hawaii where
multiculturalism and diversity
are valued. It is hard to f ind
schools in other places that re-
spect the same things. But
SUA values and promotes mul-
ticulturalism‚ and the students
do as well. Also‚ the adminis-
tration and faculty here truly
care about the students‚ and
the students really value higher
education‚ which is rare. 

I find it easier to remain fo-
cused here because there are
so many people supporting

you; not just your advisors‚ but
your peers as well. I feel at
home with the students on the
campus. They have goals and a
sense of mission‚ they’re fo-
cused on why they’re here. My
goal is that after my four years
at SUA that we continue to stay
as a family. 

I respect that Dr. Ikeda has
followed through completely
on his and his mentor’s dream.
Knowing that he is the founder
really comforted me in leaving
home. My father told me that
Dr. Ikeda limited the amount of
students so that he could indi-
vidually take care of us. When
I heard that‚ my fear of cross-
ing the Pacific Ocean to come
to this university disappeared. 

I want to study law‚ and be-
come a person who can defend

people anywhere in the world.
Initially, I wanted to go into
constitutional law‚ but now the
more personal issues in indi-
vidual people’s lives inspire me
more. Every time I forget why
I am here‚ I look around and re-
member that there are so many
people in the world that are 
discriminated against‚ that are 
denied their rights‚ and that 
re-ignites my fire for law. 

I expect to gain a lot of con-
fidence here at SUA‚ to over-
come my fear of the rest of the
world‚ and become a leader
who can inspire others in the
different areas of my life.

T h e  Wo r l d  Tr i b u n e h a s
printed four other student in-
terviews: Gonzalo Obeillero
of Argentina and Priyanka
Sabarwal of India in the Oct.
26 issue, and Conny Kull of
Swi tzerland and Edinam
Konu of Ghana in the Nov. 30
issue. These five students rep-
resent the five continents that
are home to the first 120 stu-
dents at SUA. BY MARILYN GOVE

SUA MANAGER OF RECRUITMENT

On Nov. 30, the recre-
ation center at Soka
University of America,

Al iso  Viejo  rang wi th  the
songs of  Peter  Yar row (of
Peter, Paul and Mary) as the
Orange County Department 
of Education and McGraw
Hill Education presented “Op-
eration Respect” to educators
and community leaders in 
Orange County.

The daylong symposium and
concert were the kickoff for

“Don’t Laugh At Me” training
sessions on character educa-
tion, conflict resolution and di-
versity education. The program
is designed to promote con-
structive conflict resolution
and to stop bullying and vio-
lence in our schools.

SUA was proud to be the
host site for this important
symposium. Dr. Gail Thomas,
vice president for institutional
research and assessment, and
professor of sociology at SUA,
and Pilipino Navarro, student
body president, participated in
the Civility Panel. WT

S O K A U N I V E R S I T Y O F

Send in your questions, and
we’ll share the answers!

Question:
Does SUA have a Student

Government Association?

Answer:
Yes. Elected representatives

oversee many student issues,
leadership of clubs and a vari-
ety of student activities. SUA

has a strong philosophy of in-
volvement of faculty, students
and staff in all areas of campus
governance, and the Student
Government plays an impor-
tant role in assisting students to
fill positions on all university
committees. (See “Student
Government Association,” P. 7)

Question:
Since the residence halls

become the students’ homes
during the year, what ameni-
ties do they offer to make life
interesting?

Answer:
Every hall has a living room

with comfortable furniture
and a computer room at the
end of the hall. The larger halls
have their own exercise rooms
with machines, mirrored walls
and a ceiling-mounted televi-
sion. Each hall likewise has a 
lower-level multipurpose
room used primarily for recre-
ation, which includes a large-
screen television with com-
fortable furniture, pool tables,
foosball, a piano, a sound sys-
tem and a variety of other en-
tertainment. Of course, each
hall has a laundry facility also
serving as a social gathering
place. Each hall also has

Q & A
W I T H

S U A

work with the other residents
to develop the culture and op-
erating style for that hall. Al-
though all halls are coed, 
students were polled during
the summer to see their pref-
erence of living style. Some
preferred a single-sex wing
in a coed hall, and many oth-
ers  chose  to  l ive  in  coed
wings. For this f irst year,
2001, SUA was able to ac-
commodate each student’s
wish. Of course, we cannot
always guarantee that result.

If you have questions of any
kind about  SUA,  p lease
send them to SUA at either
admiss ion@soka.edu or
info@soka.edu. We will use
this World Tribune column
to share our answers with
others who might have the
same questions.

rooms on the ground floor for
locked bicycle storage. The
larger halls each have a multi-
faith room, so students of a
similar faith can join to prac-
tice their religion together.

In the individual student
rooms, each student has a
bed, a computer-friendly
desk with hutch, a bookcase
and a large wardrobe. All fur-
niture is stackable and move-
able, so that students can re-
arrange their rooms at their
desire.

Question:
How are the residence halls

run, and are they arranged 
by gender?

Answer:
Each of the residence halls

has elected its own hall coun-
cil made up of students who

A l i s o  V i e j o

FROM HAWAII TO
THE WORLD

SUA Hosts
‘Operation Respect’

Peter Yarrow shares a song with educators and community leaders at
‘Operation Respect,’ held at SUA, Nov. 30.

Deadline:
Jan. 15
Don’t forget,

applications for the
entering class of
2002 at SUA are

due Jan. 15, 2002!
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the meeting. I feel very fortu-
nate to have such a position,”
mentions Butler.

The Attorney General is Mit-
suko Takahashi and she will
serve as Elections Chair for all
SUA student elections, setting
dates, rules and procedures for
all upcoming elections. She
will also be versed in all uni-
versity polices and serve as a 
resource in areas of student
rights and in resolving consti-
tutional issues for both the stu-
dent government association
and student clubs. WT

David Aoyama, Vin-
cent Kane, Robert
Miller and all the

victims of the Sept. 11
tragedy will be honored, in
perpetuity, at Soka Univer-
sity of America through an
endowed scholarship fund
in their names established
by the SGI-USA. Each year,
students will receive this
named scholarship, stu-
dents who otherwise might
not be able to attend college.

Since the announcement
in November, the fund for
endowed scholarships at
SUA has grown tremen-
dously. Many thanks to the
donors to our scholarship

funds! If you wish to donate
to the fund, please ask for a
lime-green contribution en-
velope through your local
SGI-USA organization.

If you have questions,
please e-mail Carol Manley
at cmanley@soka.edu or 
call her at (949) 480-4072.

For a taxable deduction in
this tax year, please date
checks by Dec. 31, 2001.
Stocks, life insurance and
real estate/LLC assign-
ments must be legally trans-
ferred by Dec. 31 to qualify.
Ask your employer about
matching funds or consider
charging your contribution
by Dec. 31. WT

The SGI-USA’s
Sept. 11 Scholarship
at SUA Is Growing 

Soka University of Amer-
ica students went to the
polls Oct. 2 to elect their

first student leaders to serve a
one-year term in the Soka Stu-
dent Government Association
at the Aliso Viejo campus.

Pilipino Navarro was elected
president and will lead the gov-
erning body, which is expected
to set traditions and policies as
well as establish by-laws and
the organization’s constitution.

“Every student at SUA is a
member of the SSGA. I think
part of my job as their president
is to represent their interests
and serve as a liaison between
them and the university admin-
istration,” says Navarro. “Also,
I will try to make sure that stu-
dents are able to get everything
they deserve to assist with their
studies and also support the 
student body so that they are
able to help themselves — I 
believe in empowerment.”

Navarro’s duties also include
serving on the important Uni-
versity Life Committee, which
addresses issues affecting the
university community as a
whole, supervising operations
of all committees of the SSGA,

preparing the SSGA budget and
establishing the agenda for all
SSGA meetings.

Serving with Navarro is Tet-
sushi Ogata as SSGA Vice
President, and his duties in-
clude assisting the student
body president in his duties,
serving on the university’s Aca-
demic Program Committee and
being a member of the Univer-
sity Judicial Board.

Susan Ikeda was elected as
Treasurer and will be responsi-
ble to receive and disburse
funds, formulate and adminis-

ter the SSGA budget and to
oversee distribution and ac-
counting of all SSGA funds as
well as set financial procedures
for the entire SSGA.

Malayna Butler will serve as
the group’s Secretary and her
job will be to publish the SSGA
meeting agenda as well  as
record and make available the
minutes of each SSGA meeting
and publish any action taken by
the SSGA and its committees.

“My responsibility is to keep
students informed and to doc-
ument all of the happenings in

Introducing the SUA Student Government Association

Pilipino Navarro, president.

A M E R I C A , A L I S O V I E J O

Tetsushi Ogata, vice president.

Mitsuko Takahashi, attorney general.

Malayna Butler, secretary.Susan Ikeda, treasurer.

Courtesy of SUA

Read the WT 
E-mail Express

It’s the Quickest Way 
To Get SGI President

Ikeda’s Guidance

The WT E-mail Express is
a free, weekly e-mailer for
World Tribune subscribers.
It features excerpts from
President Ikeda’s new
speeches, essays and dia-
logues, as well as pre-
views of other upcoming
World Tribune articles.

To subscribe to the WT 
E-mail Express, just follow
these three easy steps:
1) Open a new e-mail message
2) Enter to:
ListManager@sgi-usa.org

3) Enter message text (first

line): SUBSCRIBE wtexpress

You’ll receive a confirmation
message and then a new issue
every week!

• You can also see the WT
Express on the web, with pic-
tures, at www.sgi-usa.org/pub-
lications/wtexpress
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Speech upon receiving honor from San Morino, Sept. 8, Tokyo, “Suffering Leads to Victory”  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Nov. 30
Training session for region leaders #1, Aug. 21, Nagano, “The Ultimate Way of Life”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dec. 7
Message to the 2nd Central Executive Conference, “The Joy of Faith” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dec. 14
11th Headquarters Leaders Meeting #1, Nov. 12, Tokyo, “We Are Developing Our Humanity”  . . . . . . . . . . . .Dec. 14
11th Headquarters Leaders Meeting #2, Nov. 12, Tokyo, “Our Words Reveal Who We Are”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dec. 21
Training session for region leaders #2, Aug. 21, Nagano, “Joy of Being Alive”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dec. 28
Message to SUA, Calabasas graduation, Dec. 12, “Transcending Differences”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dec. 28

‘The New Human Revolution’
‘Securing the Foundation,’Volume 8, Chapter 1
Jan. 12 (17–18), Jan. 19 (19–20), Feb. 2 (21–22), Feb. 9 (23–24), Feb. 16 (25–26), March 2 (27–28), March 9 (29–30),
March 16 (31–32), March 23 (33–34), April 6 (35–36), April 13 (37–38), April 20 (39–40), April 27 (41–42), June 22
(43–45). 

‘Jeweled Sword,’Volume 8, Chapter 2 
May 3 (1–2), May 11 (3–4), May 18 (5–6), May 25 (7–8), June 1 (9–10), June 8 (11–12), June 15 (13–14), June 29
(15–16), July 6 (17–18), July 13 (19–20), July 20 (21–22), July 27 (23–24), Aug. 3 (25–26), Aug. 10 (27–28), Aug. 17
(29–30), Aug. 24 (31–32), Aug. 31 (33–34), Sept. 7 (35–36), Sept. 14 (37–40), Sept. 21 (41–44), Sept. 28 (45–48). 

‘Pure Stream,’Volume 8, Chapter 3
Oct. 12 (1–4), Nov. 2 (5–8), Nov. 9 (9–12), Nov. 16 (13–16), Nov. 23 (17–20), Nov. 30 (21–24), Dec. 7 (25–28), Dec.
14 (29–32), Dec. 21 (33–36).

SGI President Ikeda’s Dialogues on Education and Peace
With Dr Richard Seager of Hamilton College, Oct. 5, 2000, Tokyo  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jan. 26
With Professor Victor Kazanjian, Wellesley College, Nov. 3, 2000, Tokyo  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jan. 26
With Futurist Hazel Henderson, Oct. 27, 2000,  Tokyo  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jan. 26
With EASA President Felix Unger, Nov. 17, 2000, Tokyo  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Feb. 23
With Moscow State Univ. Rector Victor A. Sadovnichy, Nov. 15, 2000, Tokyo  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Feb. 23
With Ruud Lubber, U.N. high commissioner for refugees, March 6, Tokyo  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 3
With Rabbi Abraham Cooper of the Simon Wiesenthal Center, March 13, Tokyo  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .May 25
With Carlos Albizu University Board of Trustees, May 8, Tokyo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .June 29
With Nigerian President Olusegun Obasanjo, May 22,Tokyo  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .July 27
With South African President Thabo Mbeki, Oct. 1, Tokyo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Nov. 9

SGI President Ikeda’s Dialogues on Youth
The Human Brain — A Complex Network  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jan. 12
Everything We Are Results From What We Do  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jan. 19
How to Develop a True Friendship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .March 9
Bodhisattvas Show the Power of Buddhism Through Their Struggles  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . March 16
Use Your Worries As a Springboard  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . March 23

Essay Series by SGI President Ikeda
Buddhism Is an Open Forum . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jan. 12
United Nations: Born From the Tragedy of War . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jan. 12
Malaysia — Extending the Circle of Friendship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jan. 19
Singapore — Transcending Barriers of Languages and Ethnicity  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jan. 19
The Atsuhara Persecution: Disciples Join the Struggle  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .March 9
The Atsuhara Persecution: Putting Buddhism First . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .March 16
Ripples From Thoreau  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .June 8
Words of Truth and Justice  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .June 22
Unity Starts With You  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .July 6
A Philosophy of Action  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .July 13
The Tatsunokuchi Persecution #1  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Aug. 3
Making the Future Brighter  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Aug. 10
The SGI: A Construction Project of the People . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Aug. 17
The Tatsunokuchi Persecution #2  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Aug. 24
We Are All SUA Founders  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sept. 21
Simon Wiesenthal: Champion of Human Rights  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sept. 28
Being Ever-victorious Each and Every Day  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Oct. 12
Renewing Our Faith in Humanity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Oct. 19
Valuing People First and Foremost . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Nov. 9
The Dynamism of Youth Creates Peace  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dec. 7
Dialogue: The Great Path of Peace  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dec. 21
Buddhist Study Gives Us Courage  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dec. 28

Poems by SGI President Ikeda
New Year’s Poem, “Raise High the Banner of Humanism and Advance Toward Lasting Peace” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 1
New Year’s Poems  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jan. 19
Poem Commemorating the Soka Gakkai’s Founding, “Eternal Triumph of Mentor and Disciple”  . . . . . . . . . . . .Feb. 2
Jan. 2 Poem “The Wings of Youth, The Triumph of Truth and Justice”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . March 2
Poem for May 3, 2001‚ “Our Brilliant May 3!”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .May 11
Short Poems for May 3, 2001  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .May 11
More May 3, Soka Gakkai Day, Poems . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .May 18
In Commemoration of Mother’s Day, “The 21st Century Is the Century of Women”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .June 1
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Northwest Youth Rock Seattle Parade, July 28 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Aug. 31
Youth Honor Slain Officer, Washington‚ D.C., Aug. 11  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sept. 14
Youth leadership appointments in Hawaii  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Oct. 5
Kentucky Youth Hold Summer Fiesta  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Oct. 19
Youth leadership appointments in New York  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Oct. 26
Chicago Youth Join Family Parade, Aug. 11 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Nov. 9
Youth leadership appointments in Seattle  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dec. 7
Hawaii Youth Join Community Festival, Oct. 27  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dec. 7
SGI-USA Boys and Girls Group Focus for 2002  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dec. 21
Women’s Activity Guidelines for 2002  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dec. 21
For February 2002 Women’s Commemorative Meetings  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dec. 21

SGI-USA Family Youth Festivals
Monterey Park‚ Calif.‚ April 18  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .May 3
Las Vegas‚ May 5  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .May 25
Honolulu‚ June 7  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .July 27
New York‚ July 14  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Aug. 10
East Los Angeles, July 29 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Aug. 17
Atlanta‚ July 28  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Aug. 24

Idaho Falls‚ Idaho‚ July 28  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Aug. 24
Omaha‚ Neb.‚ July 29  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Aug. 31
Irvine‚ Calif.‚ July 29  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Aug. 31
Washington‚ D. C.‚ Aug. 11 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sept. 14
St. Louis  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sept. 14
Detroit‚ July 29  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sept. 14
New Orleans‚ Aug. 4–5  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sept. 21
San Francisco‚ Aug. 19  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Oct. 5
San Juan‚ Puerto Rico‚ Sept. 2  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Oct. 12
Denver‚ Colo.‚ Sept. 30  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Nov. 2
Los Angeles, Oct. 7  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Nov. 2
Monticello, Va.‚ Sept. 30  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Nov. 2
Kansas City, Mo.‚ Oct. 6  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Nov. 2
Cleveland‚ Aug. 25 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Nov. 2
San Diego‚ July 29  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Nov. 9
Austin‚ Texas‚ Sept. 23  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Nov. 23
El Paso‚ Texas, Oct. 14  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Nov. 23
Philadelphia, Pa.‚ Oct. 27  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dec. 14
Houston, Texas‚ Oct. 27  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dec. 14
Phoenix‚ Nov. 4  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dec. 21
Tucson, Ariz.‚ Oct. 6  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dec. 21
Florida  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dec. 21

National News
New SGI-USA Centers Open — Kauai, Austin, Houston, Orlando  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jan. 12
Raising Awareness in Milwaukee  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jan. 12
Japanese Language World Tribune Begins in February  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jan. 19
Exhibition Opens in Linus Pauling’s Hometown  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jan. 26
Dean Lawrence Carter Speaks in Los Angeles  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jan. 26
SGI General Director Wada Visits Denver  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Feb. 2
Alternative Lifestyles Conference Coming Soon to FNCC  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Feb. 2
SGI General Director Wada Visits Los Angeles  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Feb. 9
Southern California Behind-the-Scenes Group Meets  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Feb. 9
Northeastern Zone Kickoff Held  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Feb. 16
Martin Luther King Jr. Day, Jan. 15, Celebrated Nationwide . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Feb. 23
Peace Fest Brings Portland Together  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Feb. 23
SGI-USA Celebrates Chinese New Year  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Feb. 23
Atlanta Hosts Children’s Rights Exhibition  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Feb. 23
African Culture Festival Kickoff Held in Los Angeles  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Feb. 23
2nd annual Women’s Health Conference SGI-USA New York  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .March 2
Northern Calif. Zone Boys and Girls Group Meeting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .March 9
Soka Spirit Conference Held in Philadelphia  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .March 9
Interpreters/Translators/Food Service Conference  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .March 23
Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender and Supporters Conference  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .April 6
Canyon Springs High School in Moreno Valley, Calif., Honors SGI President and Rosa Parks . . . . . . . . . . . . .April 13
Hawthorne, Calif., honors SGI President and Mrs. Ikeda . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .April 13
SGI-USA So. Calif. Zone Youth and Rainbow Chorus Perform for Los Angeles Marathon, March 4  . . . . . . .April 13
VOV Workshop Held at Santana High, Santee, Calif.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .April 13
1st CEC of New Century, March 30–April 1, Santa Monica, Calif.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .April 20
Gandhi, King, Ikeda Exhibition Opens in Atlanta  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .April 27
Prince of Jordan Receives First Community Builders Prize . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .April 27
SGI Vice President Hiromasa Ikeda Visits Atlanta  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .April 27
Annual Denver Tree Planting Held, April 21  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .May 11
Entrance Examination Held Throughout SGI-USA, April 22 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .May 11
SGI President Ikeda Honored in Puerto Rico, April 24  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .May 11
Fifteen-year Time Capsule Opened in Santa Monica  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 11
SGI-USA celebrates groundbreaking of Phoenix Culture Center, April 21 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 11
WorldFeast 2001 Festival, April 29, South Florida Region  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .June 1
Embracing Differences in Portland, May 3 celebration of Oregon members  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .June 1
African Festival Honors Shared Humanity, May 20  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .June 8
New England Members Plant Cherry Trees, May 6  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .June 8
Annual Memorial Service Held at the Oasis of Eternity, SGI-USA’s cemetery, Whittier, Calif., May 20  . . . . . .June 8
Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio‚ Opens the GKI exhibition From May 14–28  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . June 15
“Treasuring the Future” Exhibition Opens in Houston, May 18 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .June 15
New Features On SGI Web Site  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .June 15
FNCC Celebrates Fifth Anniversary  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .June 22
The Way of Youth Helps Launch a Book Review Program in High Schools Across the Country  . . . . . . . . . . . . .June 22
Makiguchi Native Plant Garden Dedicated at Beyer Elementary School in San Ysidro, Calif., June 6  . . . . . . .June 22
Arts Division Conference, May 17–20  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .June 29
VOV Heating Up in Alaska  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .July 6
Phoenix Hosts “Dialogue With Nature,” May 29  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .July 6
Wisconsin State Capitol Hosts SGI-USA’s “Children’s Rights and Realities” Exhibition, June 1  . . . . . . . . . . . . .July 6
Dewey Center Honors SGI President Ikeda, June 6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .July 6
Thanks for All Your Daimoku! Soka Spirit Committee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .July 13
The “Gandhi, King, Ikeda” Exhibition Continues World Tour in Months of June and July . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Aug. 3
On July 25, The New York Times Features SUA.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Aug. 10
Annual Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender Pride Celebrations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Aug.10
Middleway Books Gain in Popularity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Aug. 17
Dr. N. Radhakrishnan Lectures on For the Sake of Peace at the Los Angeles Friendship Center, Aug. 8  . . . . .Aug. 31
New World Culture Center Opens, Santa Monica, Calif., Aug. 22  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sept. 14
GKI Exhibition at the SCLC National Convention, Aug. 5, and Univ. of Rhode Island, Aug. 11–15  . . . . . . . .Sept. 14
Orange County Members Donate Quilts to SUA incoming students  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sept. 21
New Activity Centers in Mary Ester, Fla., Aug. 12 and Milwaukee, Aug. 18  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sept. 28
A New Look for the SGI Plaza, Aug. 22  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sept. 28
Soka Gakkai Launches Wiesenthal Exhibit, Sept. 12  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sept. 28
Districts, Bookstores Partner to Share Buddhist Message  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Oct. 5
Children’s Exhibition Visits Indiana . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Oct. 19
National Leaders Panel Discussion: “10 Billion Daimoku and 1 Million Heart-to-Heart Dialogues”  . . . . . . . .Oct. 26
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World Tribune Revitalizes Bureau System  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Oct. 26
Remaining 2001 FNCC Conferences Cancelled  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Oct. 26
Florida Nature and Culture Center 2002 Schedule of Conferences  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Nov. 16
Toward a Victorious Finish in 2001, Nov. 18 Commemorative Discussion Meetings  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Nov. 16
Virginia Straus of the Boston Research Center lectures at New York Culture Center, Oct. 20 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Nov. 23
“Dialogue With Nature” Exhibition at the University of Calif., San Diego, Oct. 30  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Nov. 23
Fostering Resiliency in New York Youth, Oct. 30  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Nov. 30
SGI-USA General Director’s First Visit to Oklahoma City, Columbia and the Gulf Coast Area  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dec. 7
York District in Pennsylvania Sponsors VOV Activity  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dec. 7
2002 FNCC Changes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dec. 14
CEC Prepares for Year of Expanding Dialogue  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dec. 14
SGI-USA General Director Danny Nagashima Named to Second Term  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dec. 14
CEC Highlights  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dec. 14
Revitalizing America Through Dialogue, Nov. 18 commemorative discussion meetings  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dec. 21
New York Peace Concert Refreshes Members . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dec. 21
Interfaith meeting in Santa Barbara . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dec. 28
Interfaith meeting in Virginia  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dec. 28

SGI-USA Responds to Sept. 11
General Director Daniel Nagashima, Matilda Buck and Tariq Hasan on Sept.11 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sept. 21
Tragedy affects SGI-USA members . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sept. 21
“Offering Our Support,” SGI-USA Director of Public Relations Ian McIlraith  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sept. 21
Media coverage embraces Buddhist pacifism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sept. 28
New York unites to support relief efforts  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sept. 28
“How Does Buddhism View Terrorism?” SGI-USA Vice Study Dept. Leader Jeff Kriger . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sept. 28
SGI-USA holds memorials across America, Sept. 12–16 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sept. 28
SGI messages in the wake of Sept. 11  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sept. 28
“Prayer and Action for Peace,” SGI-USA Women’s Leader Matilda Buck  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sept. 28
President Ikeda’s interview with Sankei Shimbun  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Oct. 5
New York members respond to tragedy with renewed determination  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Oct. 5
“Our Mission of Hope and Courage,” Message from SGI-USA Men’s Leader Tariq Hasan  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Oct. 5
“What I Know For Sure,” SGI-USA Vice Women’s Leader Linda Johnson  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Oct. 5
Richard Perez, North Bergen, N.J., declares that everyone deserves to be called a hero  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Oct. 5
“Things We Can Do‚” Assistant Publisher Greg Martin  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Oct. 5
SGI-USA joins call for tolerance  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Oct. 12
“Renewing Our Faith in Humanity,” essay by President Ikeda  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Oct. 19
Leslie Wines, New York City, has a profound realization of the need for peace  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Oct. 19
Ned Robinson, Long Island, N.Y., refreshes resolve to work for a peaceful society . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Oct. 19
Debbie Gonzales, New York City, determines to work even harder for peace  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Oct. 19
David Bogoslaw, Brooklyn, N.Y., and fellow members help rebuild their community’s confidence . . . . . . . . . .Oct. 19
Making Sept. 11 a turning point in Washington, D.C. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Oct. 19
“Peace Begins With Empathy,” President Ikeda’s interview with Mainichi Shimbun . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Oct. 26
Kathy Piscioneri, Kew Gardens, N.Y., finds new meaning in world peace . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dec. 21

District News and Encouragement
“Our Precious Districts: Our Foundation,” from SGI-USA General Director  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Aug. 3
“Growing With a Sense of Mission,” Mission District, Riverside, Calif.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Aug. 3
“Expanding Districts and Entrusting Youth,” panel discussion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Aug. 3
Shining Star District is Born, Phoenix, July 13 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sept. 7
“The District: Growing, Nurturing and Winning,” panel discussion  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sept. 7
“Daimoku and Determination Are the Keys to Victory,” East District in Kansas City Area  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Oct. 5
New District Blossoms in Bermuda  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Nov. 2
Mockingbird District Hosts World Peace Meeting  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dec. 7

Soka University of America News 
SUA Campus Construction Update  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jan. 26
Introducing SUA’s Science and Math Faculty  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jan. 26
Welcoming the Real New Millennium at SUA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jan. 26
Join the Class of 2002 at SUA, Calabasas  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jan. 26
SUA’s International Studies Concentration Faculty  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Feb. 23
A Gift That Keeps on Giving . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Feb. 23
SUA Staff and Faculty Move on Campus  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Feb. 23
May 3: Fulfilling a Dream, Dr. Daniel Y. Habuki, SUA President  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .March 30
SUA Announces Dedication Events  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .March 30
SUA Freshman Class Is Selected  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .March 30
Pauling Exhibition Comes to SUA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .March 30
Introducing SUA’s Social & Behavioral Science Concentration Faculty  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .April 27
A High Tech Campus for the 21st Century  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .April 27
Former U. S. Surgeon General Lectures at SUA, Calabasas  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .May 3
SUA Dedicates Pauling Hall, May 2  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .May 18
Soka University of America, Aliso Viejo dedication, May 3  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .May 18
Representatives of the first class of SUA, AV meet May 3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .May 18
First public event and guest lecture at SUA, AV on May 4, by Dr. Lawrence Carter Sr.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .May 18
Introducing SUA’s Humanities Faculty . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .June 29
Linus Pauling Exhibition a Success . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .June 29
Introducing SUA’s Development Team  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .July 27
Introducing SUA’s Humanities Team  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Aug. 31
Gandhi, King, Ikeda Exhibition at SUA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Aug. 31
Dr. Radhakrishnan Visits SUA, AV . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Aug. 31
SUA Welcomes First Class, Aug. 24 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sept. 7
SUA, Calabasas Welcomes 8th Class, Aug. 21  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sept. 7
“Ikeda Collection” Is Donated to SUA, AV, Aug. 23  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sept. 7
SUA Students Begin Classes, Aug. 27.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sept. 21
SUA Students Take Action Against Violence  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Oct. 5
Introducing SUA’s Student Enrollment Services Team . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Oct. 26
SUA Attracts Students With Big Dreams  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Oct. 26
Legendary Peace Activist, Dr. Joseph Rotblat Receives Honor at SUA, Oct. 16  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Nov. 9

SGI-USA Establishes Sept. 11 Scholarship  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Nov. 23
Sir Colonel Vicente O. Novales, speaks to SUA freshman, Oct. 30  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Nov. 23
Interviews with SUA freshman class international students  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Nov. 30
Interview with SUA freshman  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dec. 28
“Operation Respect”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dec. 28
Introducing the student government  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dec. 28
SGI-USA’s Sept. 11 scholarship update  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dec. 28

International News
The SGI Responds to El Salvador Quake  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jan. 26
The SGI Donates to Relief Effort in India Quake . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Feb. 9
SGI President’s Annual Peace Proposal Released  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Feb. 23
Caribbean Studies Association appoints SGI President Ikeda Honorary President, May 28  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .July 6
SGI-USA Tonga Friendship Expands . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Aug. 3
“Year of Expanding Dialogue” is SGI’s theme for 2002  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Oct. 26
Soka Gakkai Youth Make Refugee Donation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Oct. 26
Around the SGI: Jan. 26; Feb. 23; March 30; April 27; May 25; June 29; July 27; Aug. 31; Sept. 28; Oct. 26; Nov. 30

Experiences
Gianluca D’Ipolito, Miami, Fla., medical researcher develops confidence to attain happiness  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jan. 1
Marion Ruiz, Amherst, N.Y., conquers adversity to care for daughter with multiple disabilities  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jan. 12
Brian Kubota, Weston, Fla., age 6, breaks records, wins two gold medals in national competition  . . . . . . . . . . .Jan. 26
Maiko Nakano, Houston, makes friends at SUA, Calabasas  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jan. 26
Sarah Bretz, San Diego, Calif., starts life completely over after nearly fatal auto crash . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Feb. 2
Terri Johnson, New York, overcomes chronic depression through Buddhist practice, therapy, medication  . . . . .Feb. 9
Kory James, Los Angeles, overcomes depression and chants to change family’s mental health . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Feb. 9
Beth La Mure, Hollywood, Calif., learns to trust, creates happy family and career  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Feb. 16
Joni Herman, Huntington Beach, Calif., finds mentoring at-risk kids brings new meaning to her art  . . . . . . . . Feb. 23
Valerie Kurita, New York, determines that mental illness will not dictate her son’s future  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .March 2
Gary De Veyra, Los Angeles, helps his family heal the wounds of abuse  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .March 9
Juanita Maberry, Alexandria, Va., and her husband break down the racial barriers that divide  . . . . . . . . . . . .March 16
Stephen Shaye Elliot, Las Vegas, begins his Buddhist practice and sees things around him differently  . . . . .March 23
Keith and Rebecca Thomas, Madison, N.J., look back on three decades of family revolution  . . . . . . . . . . . . .March 30
Nancy Simms Lee, Los Angeles, Calif., reevaluates her relationship with her mother  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .April 6
Evelyn Rivera, Puerto Rico, in quest to build a family, finds strength and compassion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .April 13
Felix Ortiz, North Hollywood, Calif., defeats a life-threatening illness  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .April 20
Zami Aiea, Hawaii, moves from a troubled past to victory . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .April 27
Debra Barsha, New York, learns the importance of winning in every part of her life  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 3
Sibyl Forsberg, Los Angeles, overcomes depression and loss to discover true self  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .May 11
Kazuhiro Nagahama, Los Angeles, uses his practice to overcome health problems  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .May 18
Kathryn D. Brown, Phoenix, uses her practice to save her job and beat a life-threatening illness  . . . . . . . . . . . .May 25
Junko Sigmon and Jennifer Obidah, Atlanta, learn the value of appreciation from each other  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .June 1
Steve Depiro, East Wenatchee, Wash., after 25 years of practice learns to be happy in spite of himself  . . . . . . . .June 8
Chieno Takaki, Torrance Calif., and her husband uncover a plan to defraud them . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .June 15
Marc Goldenberg, White Plains, N.Y., learns the importance of prayer and commitment  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .June 22
Kazue Elliot, Los Angeles, shares some of her experiences over 45 years of practice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .June 29
Cathy Robinson, Long Island, N.Y., appreciates the importance of abundant daimoku . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .July 6
Takako Hashimoto, Crystal River, Fla., realizes the importance of Buddhism in her life  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .July 13
Sanjay Gaur, Los Angeles, works for solutions to global environmental problems  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .July 20
David Kasahara, Fort Lauderdale, Fla., now sees great victory in his life  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .July 27
Frank Hotchkiss, Santa Barbara, Calif., realizes that true happiness is not a new car  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Aug. 3
Pat Nakanishi, Pearl City, Hawaii, uses her Buddhist practice to change her relationship with her mother . . . .Aug. 17
Elizabeth Vengen, Hope, N.J., uses her Buddhist practice to help her son hear  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Aug. 24
Mike Kikumura, Los Angeles, is proud of the life he has led  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Aug. 31
Larry Jones, Fort Smith, Ark., learns the power of chanting for his students with determination . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sept. 7
Takako Lewis, Louisville, Ky., uses her Buddhist practice to overcome health problems  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sept. 14
Kimberly Strong-Fuller, Chicago, uses her practice to lead her to victory  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sept. 21
Grace Takakuwa, Los Angeles, learns the importance of working with President Ikeda  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sept. 28
Richard Perez, North Bergen, N.J., declares that everyone deserves to be called a hero  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Oct. 5
Trude and Michael Lisagor, Vienna, Va., use their Buddhist practice to deal with disease  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Oct. 12
Leslie Wines, New York City, has a profound realization of the need for peace  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Oct. 19
Ned Robinson, Long Island, N.Y., refreshes resolve to work for a peaceful society . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Oct. 19
Debbie Gonzales, New York City, determines to work even harder for peace  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Oct. 19
David Bogoslaw, Brooklyn, N.Y., and fellow members help rebuild their community’s confidence . . . . . . . . . .Oct. 19
Tsuyako Liebmann, Chicago, dedicates herself to peace with her fellow Chicago members . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Oct. 26
Deborah Lyons, Fort Knox, Ky., uses Buddhism to stay strong and full of hope  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Nov. 2
Paul Lim, Los Angeles, determines to use his victory to inspire other young people  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Nov. 9
Ajay Malhotra, Overland Park, Kan., shows actual proof and determines to raise capable youth  . . . . . . . . . . . .Nov. 16
Mike Clark, New York City, realizes his dreams by embracing his Buddha nature  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Nov. 23
Joseph O’Rayeh, Saipan, having the time of his life after 47 years of practice  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Nov. 30
Bill Ray, Visalia, Calif., develops the strength to never give up . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dec. 7
Carole Powell-Henry, Silver Spring, Md., gets a last lesson in compassion from her mother  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dec. 14
Kathy Piscioneri, Kew Gardens, N.Y., finds new meaning in world peace . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dec. 21

Back to the Basics
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To the precious graduates
of the 7th Graduating
Class of the Soka Uni-

versity of America Graduate
School: I heartily applaud you
on this auspicious occasion, one
that marks exuberance not only
over your achievements thus far
but the opening moment of a 21st
century of education, as well !

As founder of this university,
I wish especially to thank Dr.
Maria Guajardo Lucero and
other distinguished guests for
joining us today in spite of their
demanding schedules, and for
their kind support of our insti-
tution over the years.

I am also deeply grateful to
Dean Tomoko Takahashi and all
the faculty members of the Grad-
uate School for the judicious
wisdom and character they have
shown and with which they have
nurtured the students. Surely in
each of these students has blos-
somed the sense of mission with
which they arrived at SUA.

And f inally, let me extend
my wholehearted congratula-
tions to the families and friends
who have gathered to honor
today’s graduates.

It is a source of inestimable
joy to see you advance on this
new path in your life, toward
specialization in language edu-
cation. My heart dances with
anticipation as I envision you,
the receivers of the heritage of
Soka education, becoming vital
actors on the world’s stage.

How wondrous a thing to
utter words that are your own! In
The Story of My Life (1903),
Helen Keller recounts the elated
discovery she made: “It is an
unspeakable boon to me to be
able to speak in winged words
that need no interpretation. As I
talked, happy thoughts fluttered
up out of my words that might
perhaps have struggled in vain
to escape my fingers.”

At an early age, Ms. Keller
had lost her sight and hearing;
her world was a solitary and
speechless one. She learned first
to spell out words with her fin-
gers, to associate words with her
exploration of the world around
her, and then to communicate
through an interpreter. These
alone were amazing achieve-
ments, yet she dreamed of one
day speaking her own words.

The sense of touch was her
learning tool for speech. She
studied the formation of sounds
and words by lip reading with
her fingers and feeling with her
hands the vibrations on the
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throat. Through these painstak-
ing efforts, she indeed did learn
to speak.

What vast potential all
human beings possess! Ms.
Keller’s life surely attests to this
fact. Using the well-sharpened
senses of her being, she came to
understand and communicate
with the people and the world
around her. She went on to
study at Radcliffe College and
graduated cum laude. She grew
to love theater, sculpture and
music, and wrote numerous
books about her travails and
successes in life.

Words do have wings! Ap-
preciating the exemplary life
of Ms. Keller in facing what
must have seemed at times in-
surmountable challenges, I
firmly believe that language
education is a noble undertak-
ing. It emboldens the human
heart to soar high in the bound-
less skies of life.

Who influenced and in-
spired Ms. Keller to strive to
reach beyond the small world
of her existence? It was her
teacher, Anne Sullivan Macy.
Acting as an extension of her
student’s ears and mouth, Mrs.
Macy taught her to interpret
and communicate by touch.
Her own sight impaired since
childhood, this remarkable
teacher until the end of her
life — for nearly half a cen-
tury — remained the constant
companion of her student.

We learn from Ms. Keller’s
book Midstream (1929) that
Mrs. Macy was an extraordi-
nary individual of intelligence

and wisdom. Had she wished,
she might have demonstrated
formidable leadership among
women or risen to prominence
as a writer. She chose instead to
dedicate her life to education, as
Ms. Keller recounts: “The story
of her teaching is the story of her
life, her work is her biography.”

“By the vitalizing power of
her friendship,” Ms. Keller wrote
of her teacher, “she has stirred
and enlarged my faculties. She
has made my good impulses
more fruitful, my will to serve
others stronger.… Happiness
flooded my being as the sun over-
flows the earth, and I stretched
out my hands in quest of life.”

We learn from Ms. Keller
that it was Mrs. Macy who
roused in her the will for hap-
piness that otherwise lay dor-
mant deep within her life.

Tsunesaburo Makiguchi, ed-
ucator and founding father of
value-creative or Soka educa-
tion, proposed this as the prin-
ciple attitude of a teacher: to
“come down from the throne of
respect, and be a public servant
who guides others toward the
throne. He should be not a mas-
ter who holds himself up as the
ideal [to emulate] but a partner
who guides [others] to emulate
their own ideals [trans.].”

Accordingly, the education
process cannot be accom-
plished by an osmotic flow of
knowledge transferring from
on high. A teacher must be a
partner to the students, an
aide and confidant in the stu-
dents’ quest for education.

“The happiness of students is

my glory!” — this is the spirit
and essence of value-creative
pedagogy. For myself, I have
embraced this ethic in founding
Soka educational institutions,
and it is my deep, abiding desire
to see you confidently continue
along the path of glory.

Peering back to the bleak
times in early 20th-century
Japan, when Mr. Makiguchi put
forth the principle framework
of value-creative education, we
find a social and cultural cli-
mate entirely controlled by the
Japanese military government
as it trampled neighboring
countries on its way to ultra-na-
tionalism. Passionate in the be-
lief that only a reformed edu-
cation system held the promise
of changing the course of the
country, Mr. Makiguchi pub-
lished four volumes of The Sys-
tem of Value-Creative Pedagogy
(Jpn Soka Kyoikugaku Taikei
[1930–34]). We understand that
he had planned the complete
work to comprise 12 volumes,
the remaining eight of which
were to be a collection of em-
pirical findings by educators
and instructors succeeding him
in applying his proposals.

Meanwhile, across the Pa-
cific in the United States, Ms.
Keller was keenly aware of the
ominous clouds gathering over
the world, of a stirred frenzy
idealizing militarism and racial
extermination. Against this
lightless gloom, she used her
skill to speak — to speak out for
justice with her whole being.

She loved Walt Whitman’s
Leaves of Grass, one poem of

which, “This Moment Yearning
and Thoughtful,” echoed her
own hope for her country:

This moment yearning and
thoughtful sitting alone,

It seems to me there are other
men in other lands yearning
and thoughtful,

It seems to me I can look over
and behold them in Ger-
many, Italy, France, Spain,

Or far, far away, in China, or in
Russia or Japan, talking
other dialects,

And it seems to me if I could
know those men I should 
become attached to them as
I do to men in my own lands, 

O I know we should be brethren
and lovers,

I know I should be happy with
them.

The human spirit, the hearts
and minds of people every-
where come into harmonic
resonance as differences in
language or culture are tran-
scended. When language be-
comes not a barrier but a
bridge, this resonance holds
the promise to envelop the
whole world in a symphony of
peace. I believe that the strug-
gle to transform barriers into
bridges is precisely the mis-
sion that all of you shoulder.

It is interesting to note that in
recent years in Denver, a place
Walt Whitman loved, cherry
trees bloom to full magnif i-
cence. The harsh climate, it 
was once thought, presented an 
impossible environment for
cherry trees to take root. A
handful of individuals with vi-
sion and passionate resolve
took on the challenge, and the
cherry trees have thrived with
their loving care.

Facing adversity does not
mean one’s aim is impossible.
This is a tenet cherished by Dr.
Guajardo Lucero.

That said, dear members of
the 7th Graduating Class, the
future is entrusted to you. Let
us each in our endeavors strive
henceforth to further the goals
and objectives of Soka educa-
tion. Let us transcend all diffi-
culties with great courage and
determination. Let us achieve
in our lives the unpublished
volumes of empirical proof left
to the successors of Mr. Maki-
guchi’s system of value-cre-
ative education.

On a final note, I wholeheart-
edly look forward to the day that
I may meet each of you in per-
son. Until then, may you be in
good health and high spirits!

Daisaku Ikeda
Founder

Soka University of America
December 12, 2001

The 7th Graduating Class of Soka University of America, Calabasas, with Dean Tomoko Takahashi (center).
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