Pages 2-5

‘Voices From
New York’:
four more
Sept. 11
experiences.

d addr h: to: SGI-USA

Periodical Postage Paid at Santa Monica, CA 90401 and at additional mailing offices

606 ., PO Box 1427 Santa Monica, CA 90406-9907

No. 3368

$2.00

OCTOBER 19, 2001

SGI PRESIDENT IKEDA’S ESSAY ON SEPT. 11

RENEWING OUR FAITH IN HUMANITY
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Boys and Girls Group members perform a hip-hop version of Beethoven’s ‘Ode to Joy’ at an SGI-USA Family Youth
Festival at the Los Angeles Sports Arena, Oct. 7 (see full story in an upcoming issue).

live in peace’
the tragedy of Sept. 11.

terrible shock of the tragic

events of Sept. 11, I ex-
tend my deepest sympathies
to all those affected. From the
bottom of my heart, I pray for
the victims, and I pray that
their families may find inner
strength, healing and, eventu-

In the aftermath of the

‘I am utterly convinced that we were not
born into this world to hate and destroy each
other, writes SGI President Ikeda. ‘We must
restore and renew our faith in humanity and
in each other. We must never lose sight of the
fact that we can still make the 21st century
an era free from the flames of war and
violence— an era in which all people may

SGI President Ikeda wrote the following essay in response to

ally, renewed happiness.

It is impossible not to be
outraged at the senseless loss
of so many lives. And yet it is
not the numbers that make this
tragedy so horrific. Every sin-
gle person lost was irreplace-

PLEASE SEE ESSAY, 9

Moving Ahead With Nichiren Daishonin’s Spirit

By DANNY NAGASHIMA
SGI-USA GENERAL DIRECTOR

In the wake of all that has
occurred since Sept. 11, SGI-
USA General Director Danny
Nagashima reminds us that
‘to live Nichiren Daishonin’s
great spirit to save humanity
is to practice Buddhism on
the path of the oneness of
mentor and disciple.

s a Buddhist, together with all the

members of SGI-USA, I have been

steadily offering my sincerest
prayers for the peace and happiness of all
those who have been affected by the terror-
ist attacks on Sept. 11. I cannot even begin
to imagine the profound pain and sorrow
of the families of those killed or missing.

Also, to all who attended memorial
services held throughout the country for

those who perished in the terrorist attacks
and prayed for their repose, I extend my
heartfelt appreciation as general director.

Beginning Oct. 7, military action was
undertaken by the United States in
Afghanistan. I sincerely pray and hope
that more innocent people are not killed.

On Sept. 23, 12 days after the attacks, I
visited New York City and stood at Ground
Zero, the ruins of the World Trade Center.
There, where more than 6,000 precious
lives were lost in a matter of moments,
underground fires were still smoldering
with plumes of smoke rising from beneath
the massive mountain of rubble. Standing
there, I felt something indescribable shak-
ing the depths of my life. | heard —in the
plumes of smoke slowly rising heaven-
ward—the anguished cries of not only
those who died there, but also of the count-
less lives lost in too many wars and ter-
rorist attacks in the past.

How much longer must humanity con-
tinue to perpetuate such hatred and vio-
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SGI-USA General Director Danny Nagashima (right) visits with members at the New
Jersey Community Center, Sept. 23, on his trip to the East Coast.
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EXPERIENCE — LESLIE WINES, NEW YORK CITY

THINGS WILL

NEVER BE THE SAME

When the recent
attacks occurred in
New York City, Leslie
Wines had a
profound realization
of the need to fight
for peace.

ept. 11 had all the mak-
S ings of a truly fine day

for me. The weather was
beautiful and I was pursuing a
personal project, as I wason a
one-month sabbatical from
my job at a news agency that
had an office in the World
Trade Center. Around 7:30
a.m., I went outdoors to sit by
the marina near my home in
Battery Park City, one block
west of the twin towers, to
enjoy the breeze and skim the
newspapers. Shortly after
8:00 a.m., I returned home to
begin my day.

Did I believe that my pleas-
ant and convenient existence in
my beautiful neighborhood
was a sort of birthright, and that
life would be a long string of
perfect early fall days? Proba-
bly, but I was about to find out
something very different.

I heard the first jet hit the
first tower at 8:48 a.m., but
didn’t know what had pro-
duced the horrible, unearthly,
high-decibel sound. I turned
on the television and heard the
news. Realizing that my col-
leagues were in our office on
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the 52nd floor of 1 World Trade
Center, | immediately ran out
of my building and tried to
approach the towers. I was told
to go back, so I returned to my
apartment, where [ chanted for
my colleagues’ safety and re-
ceived phone calls from SGI
friends concerned about my
safety. I could not reach my
colleagues by phone.

About 15 minutes later, I
saw a group of frightened chil-
dren and shell-shocked adults,
many of them completely cov-
ered in ash, run into my build-
ing. They had just seen the sec-
ond jet hit. I went to the lobby
to speak with them and then
went back to my place to chant
more daimoku. Then my phone
and television went out of
order, so I returned to the
lobby, where an emergency
worker told me that everyone
in my building would have to
evacuate immediately. A
neighbor named Patricia and
I became instant friends as we
were led out a side exit. We
were told to walk as quickly as
we could along the promenade
beside the Hudson River.

The air was black and foul,
but the relief workers were
calm and unbelievably solic-
itous as they helped us find
isolated patches of clean air to
breathe. Patricia turned to me
and asked a poignant ques-
tion, highlighting our surreal
predicament: “Did you ever
in your life think that you
would be forced to evacuate
your neighborhood by foreign
terrorists?”

The relief workers told us
not to look back at the burning
towers but to look at the river
and focus on breathing clean
air, and I complied. I heard the
towers collapse, but I did not
turn around to look. Suddenly,
as if from nowhere, a group of
tug boats appeared to take us to
safety in New Jersey. The first
boat took children and their
mothers, and the second boat
took women, including Patri-
ciaand myself. We had to scale
a high fence, but people in the
crowd helped push us over. 1
am forever grateful for their
help and the heroism of the
clear-headed tug boat opera-
tors. These were truly modest
men who would not accept a
simple thank you.

After we arrived in New Jer-
sey, we learned that, for our
protection, we would not be
allowed to return to our neigh-
borhood for some time. I told
Patricia I had no relatives in
New Jersey. She invited me to
stay with her brother and his
family, who turned out to be
wonderfully hospitable. Oddly
enough, I fit into this family al-
most as if I belonged to it;
Patricia’s brother even looked
like my brother. I stayed three
days and made lifelong friends.
While there, to my joy, I re-
ceived word that my colleagues
had all survived. I have re-
ceived many marvelous bene-
fits from my Buddhist practice
in the extraordinary aftermath
of the Sept. 11 attacks, but the
news that my colleagues and
many other friends survived the
events are obviously the most
precious. However, I did lose a
friend, a brilliant and kind man,
who was a frequent source for
my news stories, and I think
about him often.

As 1 write this, my apart-
ment building has not been re-
opened. Because my office
burned down, I have been sent
on a temporary basis to work
out of our agency’s offices in
other cities, first in Washing-
ton, D.C., and then in London.
I spend a lot of time looking
at television images of my
once beautiful neighborhood,
now reduced to a hellish war
zone. And you know what? I
love it more than ever and so
do a lot of people. Although
the opportunities to work in
Washington and London are
great benefits, I can’t wait to
get back. To me, my neigh-
borhood was always the great-
est in the world, and I can’t
wait to see it get back to nor-

mal, a process which doubt-
less will prove long, difficult
and painful.

Of course, when I finally
am allowed to return, Battery
Park City will not be the same.
But then again, I won’t be the
same either. You see, I learned
that you actually can be driven
from your home by terrorists,
and that peace and security,
along with beautiful days off,
are not givens in this world. It
turns out that those who de-
sire peace must work for it. As
a Buddhist of the post—World
War II generation, I have al-
ways given the concept of
peace a lot of superficial
praise, but I did not understand
how precious it was until it
was taken from me. Now that
I understand something more
about the fragility of peace, I
yearn for it more, in much the
same way that I yearn for my
neighborhood because I can’t
return just yet.

These events have forced
me to evaluate my priorities in
life. There is a concept in Bud-
dhism of introducing doubts
in order to break people of
their misguided attachments.
For instance, the Sept. 11 at-
tacks have caused many peo-
ple to question how they wish
to spend their time, leading to
a general decline in enthusi-
asm for the more mindless
forms of popular entertain-
ment, especially those that

feature violence. Suddenly,
entertainers and athletes seem
less heroic than firefighters
and tugboat operators.

If you had asked me on Sept.
10 if T would like to have my
office burn down and be evac-
uated from my home, I would
have answered “No!” My
newfound awareness of the
fragility of peace and life it-
self was not something I
sought, but rather something
that was literally forced upon
me. This new understanding
makes some of my former pre-
occupations seem a bit shallow
and questionable, and is the
source of tremendous, but not
always pleasant, growth.

When I go home, I will be
near the remains of the towers,
now amass underground grave
for more than 6,000 persons,
including some of the hijack-
ers themselves. In the fifth
prayer of gongyo, we pray first
for the deceased and then for
world peace, a sequence |
never quite understood. But
these thousands of deaths have
helped me perceive a link be-
tween prayers for the departed
and prayers for peace. [ am for-
ever indebted to the victims,
and possibly even to the de-
mented and perverted hijack-
ers. If those people had not
died in such a tragic, senseless,
violent way, I doubt I would
ever have fully grasped the
need to defend peace.

three easy steps:

every week!

Read the WT E-mail Express

It’s the Quickest Way To Get
SGI President Ikeda’s Guidance

The WT E-mail Express is a free, weekly e-mailer
for World Tribune subscribers. It features
excerpts from President lkeda’s new speeches,
essays and dialogues, as well as previews of
other upcoming World Tribune articles.

To subscribe to the WT E-mail Express, just follow these
1) Open a new e-mail message

2) Enter to: ListManager@sgi-usa.org
3) Enter message text (first line): SUBSCRIBE wtexpress

You’ll receive a confirmation message and then a new issue

o You can also see the WT Express on the web, with pictures, at
www.sgi-usa.org/publications/wtexpress
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EXPERIENCE — NED ROBINSON, LONG IsLAND, N.Y.

A SEPT, 11 SURVIVOR’S TALE

After surviving the
attack on the World
Trade Center, Ned
Robinson has a
refreshed resolve to
work for a peaceful
society.

or the last few months, I
F have been doing software

development for a finan-
cial services software company
located at 2 World Trade Center
on the 77th floor. Since I get in
the office at 7:30 a.m., by 8:40
a.m., Sept. 11, I was already
well into my day and thinking
about getting a second cup of
coffee. We heard the explosion
but didn’t know what it was.

Eight years ago, in 1993, I
was working across the street
from the World Trade Center
when an explosion took place
from a car bomb in the garage.
My first reaction then was that
the building’s furnace had just
kicked in. On Sept. 11, I heard
avery similar sound and said to
myself: “I guess today is going
to be hotter than the past few
days. They must have turned
up the air conditioning.”

My co-worker in the next
cubicle and I went to the win-
dow and saw a large plume of
fire shoot up and then debris
fell down from the sky. This
wasn’t the sound of the air
conditioner. Another co-
worker said, “Let’s just leave,”
and four of us grabbed what we
could, heading down the fire
escape within minutes.

When we got to the fire
escape, people were already
there. It was very calm, all the
lights were on and there was no
smoke. Nobody knew what had
happened: we just kept walking
down. I was chanting quietly
the entire time. When we got
down to the 50th floor, an an-
nouncement was made that our
building was safe and that the
problem was in Building 1.
They also told us that we
should return to our offices. I
have chanted a lot of daimoku
for the person who made the
announcement to be safe and
not to feel guilt. There is no
way that anyone could have
known that a plane was going
to hit our building.

A co-worker and I decided
that we would be better off out-
side the building, no matter
what they said, even if it was
just to get a cup of coffee. It is
amazing how the split-second
decisions you make have so
many repercussions.

After the announcement,
many people left the stairs to go
to the elevators and return to
their offices. With the stairs
empty, we continued down at a
pretty fast rate and had gotten
to the 42nd floor when there
was a loud boom and the stairs
shook and swayed about six
feet, like a pendulum. We
thought there must have been
another explosion in the first
building. When the building
stopped shaking, there was no
damage, no cracks, nothing
falling on us. The lights stayed
on, and there was no smoke, just
a faint smell of gas. The second
plane had just hit our building.

I was told later by some co-
workers who had remained
until the second plane hit our
building (out of 175 people in
our office, 171 made it out
safely) that the area where my
desk was had been was com-
pletely destroyed. My desk was
on the southwest side, the side
where the plane hit.

We continued down the
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stairs, and I kept chanting.
Eventually, more people en-
tered the stairs and it took an-
other 20 minutes to exit the
building. When we got to the
lobby, there were about a dozen
or so police officers directing
us out of the building. The
lobby of the World Trade Cen-
ter was quite extensive and it
took another five minutes or so
before we were outside.

I chanted the entire time. I
think that the fact that we did
not know what had happened
helped us. We did not know
about the planes, the fires, the
people jumping out of the
windows in a desperate attempt
to save themselves. We had
light and air. We stayed calm.
We kept moving.

As we exited, the police told
us not to look up. Well, I did
peek for a second. I saw fire
and a tremendous amount of
smoke billowing out from
about halfway up the tower.
However, in my mind, I could
not connect what I was looking
at with where I had just been.
We were out. My co-worker
and I kept walking east. I
wanted to get as far away from
the building as possible.

As we made our way east and
then north past the entrance to
the Manhattan Bridge, every

intersection was jammed with
cars and pedestrians, trying to
catch a glimpse of what was
happening. We didn’t stop to
look. We just kept walking. I
did stop at one point to call
my wife and family to let them
know I was OK. My wife was
not home, so I left a message
that I was out of the building,
safe and on my way to the SGI-
USA New York Culture Center.

That morning, my wife,
Cathy, who has been practicing
Buddhism for more than 30
years, was chanting with a cou-
ple of friends. (Cathy and an-
other member were visiting
someone who was about to
begin a round of chemotherapy
and wanted to learn how to
chant.) It was the daughter of
one of her friends that told
them that the World Trade Cen-
ter had been bombed. After
their initial shock, Cathy said
that they decided to first chant
10 minutes of strong daimoku
before doing anything else.
This was right around the time
when the plane hit my building
and I was on the 42nd floor
walking down the stairs.

After they were done chant-
ing, Cathy, with one of her
friends following in her car,
drove home, where she was
able to hear my message.

When I arrived at the Cul-
ture Center, I walked up to one
of the staff members, Ethan
Gelbaum, waiting outside,
hugged him and began to cry.
I felt like I had finally made
it through this surreal ordeal to
a safe haven.

I went up to the fourth-floor
Gohonzon room and started to
chant. I pulled out The Writings
of Nichiren Daishonin and
opened to the selection “Ques-
tions and Answers about Em-
bracing the Lotus Sutra.” Two
particular passages stayed with
me: “Life lasts no longer than
the time the exhaling of one
breath awaits the drawing of
another. At what time, what
moment, should we ever allow
ourselves to forget the compas-
sionate vow of the Buddha, who
declared, ‘At all times I think to
myself: [How canI cause living
beings to gain entry into the un-
surpassed way and quickly ac-
quire the body of a Buddha]?’
(WND, 62). “I pray that you
will embrace the Mystic Law,

which guarantees that people
‘will enjoy peace and security
in their present existence and
good circumstances in future
existences.” This is the only
glory that you need seek in your
present lifetime, and is the ac-
tion that will draw you toward
Buddhahood in your next exis-
tence. Single-mindedly chant
Nam-myoho-renge-kyo and
urge others to do the same; that
will remain as the only memory
of your present life in this
human world” (WND, 64).
Also, SGI President Ikeda
recently wrote: “Peace is not
something to be left to others in
distant places. It is something
we create day to day in our ef-
forts to cultivate care and con-
sideration for others, forging
bonds of friendship and trust in
our respective communities
through our own actions and ex-
ample” (For the Sake of Peace,
p- 212). I have never found
these words more true than now.
Having survived this horrific
tragedy, and having had the
chance to reflect on how many
lives have been lost, I am de-
termined to do whatever I can
for the sake of creating a peace-
ful society here and now.

Subscribe to
the Justice
Chronicle

The Justice Chronicle is a
free, weekly e-mailer for
World Tribune subscribers
about the Soka Spirit move-
ment. Its purpose is to sup-
port SGI-USA’s ongoing edu-
cation campaign about this
subject in the timeliest fash-
ion possible.

The Justice Chronicle will
feature the latest Soka Spirit
movement news, SGI Presi-
dent Ikeda’s recent guidance
about it and study articles ex-
plaining the difference be-
tween Nichiren Daishonin’s
Buddhism and what the tem-
ple is teaching.

To subscribe to the Justice
Chronicle, just follow these
three easy steps:

1) Open a new e-mail
message

2) Enter to: ListMan-
ager(@sgi-usa.org

3) Enter message text
(first line): SUBSCRIBE
chronicle

You’ll receive a confirmation
message and then a new issue
every Week.




4 OctoBER 19, 2001 « WORLD TRIBUNE

Vo 1 C

E §

F R 0 M

N

W

ExPERIENCE — DEBBIE GONZALEZ, NEw YORK CITY

A Renewed Determination for Peace

After her experience
on Sept. 11, Debbie
Gonzalez has
determined to work
even harder for
peace.

efore I started practic-
B ing Buddhism, I was an

angry young woman.
One day, riding the train to
school, a woman invited me to
ameeting. At the time, [ was 19
years old and a real rock 'n’
roller. People were afraid of
me. Looking back, I realize I
hid behind this angry image,
because, in reality, [ was afraid
of getting close to people. That
was 24 years ago and I can
say confidently that, through
chanting, I have changed my
destructive anger into anger
for justice. And the events I
experienced on Sept. 11 re-
newed my dedication to creat-
ing peace on this planet.

I have been an educator for
the past 17 years and a guid-
ance counselor for the past
six years in one of the most
troubled high schools in
Brooklyn, N.Y. When I started
the job, the students were the
most troubled I had ever seen.
Worse, the administration and
staff were negative and mali-
cious. Every day there were
gang-related incidents, major
fights and many students
dropping out. It seemed to me
that the administration was
afraid of the students, allow-
ing them to continue their neg-
ative behavior. I decided I
needed to take charge of my
environment and began chant-
ing three hours a day to change
this situation. I dedicated my
life to daimoku.

At the same time, I was in
the middle of a very difficult
situation at home. I had asked
my husband to leave because
his negative behavior was hav-
ing a traumatic effect on my
son. He refused, and my home
life became as negative as my
work life.

But the real turning point
came when the students’ par-
ents started to complain about
me. They felt I was being
too strict. My supervisor ap-
proached me with the com-
plaints and I soon realized I
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Debbie Gonzalez and her son, Michael, who both witnessed the tragedy,
stand in front of a forever altered New York skyline.

was at risk of losing my job.

I went home and chanted an
entire weekend. On Monday,
I approached my supervisor
and told him about my Bud-
dhist practice. I also told him
if he let me work in my own
way, I would deliver hima 100
percent graduation rate for the
students I was counseling. He
agreed to give me the chance,
and I continued to chant three
hours a day.

Everything began to change
from there. The students began
responding to me and made
progress. My husband and 1
got an amicable divorce, and
my financial and emotional
life became better than I had
ever dreamed. Most impor-
tantly, 100 percent of my stu-
dents graduated.

I also brought the Victory
Over Violence campaign to
my school, and gang-related
fights and violence have de-
creased significantly. I intro-
duced many of the staff and
students at this school to
Nichiren Daishonin’s Bud-
dhism, and many have started
practicing. It was also a great
honor for me to receive the
Jackie Robinson Award for
Outstanding Mentor and Edu-
cator for the year 2001. Most
importantly to me, though, is
my 12-year-old son, who has
an incredible life-condition.
He is proof of my human rev-
olution and his happiness is
my greatest pride.

On Sept. 11, I was speaking
to a class of ninth-grade stu-
dents. Suddenly, the principal
came and told me to put the
blinds down. I did not know
what she was talking about, so

I went over to the window. It
was then that I saw the World
Trade Center tower burning
and the second plane hit. We
had no idea what had hap-
pened. A few minutes later, an
announcement was made that
both towers were on fire.

At that point, it seemed all
the daimoku I had chanted
welled up in my life. I really
felt all my training from my
SGI youth activities come to
the surface. I began helping
people, supporting everyone,
moving into action quickly. All
the years of struggling behind-
the-scenes for festivals and ac-
tivities seemed to have trained
me for this moment.

As students realized their
parents and relatives were in
the trade center, they became
hysterical. One girl began to
shake and scream, and soon
could not breathe. I was so
scared because she wasn’t
breathing. I called for help but
waiting felt endless, so I began
chanting inside. After help ar-
rived, I went to call her mother
at work to see if she was safe.
Everyone in the school office
was staring out the window in
awe and listening to the radio.
Then the first tower fell.

At this point, students were
crying and panic-stricken.
Again, I felt years of daimoku
come to my aid, and I walked
from classroom to classroom
gathering students whose par-
ents were working in lower
Manhattan. I did my best to
calm them. The whole time I
was thinking about my son and
hoping that someone was tak-
ing care of him at his school.

Parents started arriving to

pick up their children. Some of
them were covered in white
soot from head to toe. Many
were crying. I tried to comfort
as many as I could and show
them their children were safe.
One by one, they took their
children home.

As I stood outside the
school, I met a physician
covered in white ash. He was
coming from Ground Zero to
pick up his children. He told
me through tears the horror of
seeing bodies, pieces of bodies
and personal objects lying all
over. I started shaking and
crying, and resolved at that
moment to eradicate this kind
of evil from the planet. Making
that determination, I felt a force
rise up within me. I had to keep
fighting to encourage people.
A former student of mine who
had begun practicing Bud-
dhism joined me, and we stayed
the entire day encouraging stu-
dents and parents one by one.

Later, I discovered my own
son had witnessed the entire
event from his classroom win-
dow. He cried as he told me he
had seen thousands of people
die at one time. I will never for-
get his tears or the tears and

pain of my students. They are
embedded in my life forever.
More than 20 students in my
school lost mothers, fathers,
grandmothers, uncles, aunts,
cousins and friends.

Reflecting on the events, the
SGI’s struggle with the evil
actions of the Nichiren Shoshu
priesthood against kosen-rufu,
who have been distorting the
Daishonin’s teachings, came
to my mind. I realized I have
to eliminate my own funda-
mental darkness and become
the kind of person who always
encourages others; the kind of
person who encourages peo-
ple to stand up for justice. As
asociety, we all have to change
the poison in our lives that
causes such violence. We all
have to take action for peace.
This is a crucial moment. We
are the ones to create peace.
There can be no doubt about it.

From this experience, I have
determined to continue pursu-
ing my dream of responding to
SGI President Ikeda’s call and
starting a high school that trains
students to be global citizens. I
am determined that every one
of my students will become a
pillar of peace.

NEW FROM MIDDLEWAY PRESS

"Any individual who has ques-
tioned whether he or she
could actually make a differ-
ence should read this book,
become inspired and walk the
path of peace.”

—David Krieger, President,
Nuclear Age Peace
Foundation

Available now from your favorite neighborhood or on-line booksellers.
(Not available at SGI-USA bookstores.)

Based on more than 20 years of
peace proposals and universi-
ty lectures, For the Sake of Peace
expresses SGI President lkeda's
passionate yet practical vision of
the way to achieve peace in the
new millennium.

e The Path of Self-Mastery

e The Path of Dialogue and
Tolerance

* The Path of Community

e The Path of Culture

e The Path of Nations

e The Path of Global
Awareness

* The Path of Disarmament

MIDDLEWAY  Aoplying
;_ == Buddhism to
Daily Life
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EXPERIENCE — DAVID BOGOSLAW, BROOKLYN, N.Y.

Time To Become Community Builders

David Bogoslaw and
his fellow SGI-USA
members in Brooklyn
reach out to their
Muslim neighbors
and help rebuild
their community’s
confidence.

he going has been tough;
I I would be lying if I pre-
tended otherwise. My ini-
tial determination to make sure
our chapter members hadn’t lost
hope in the wake of the Sept. 11
terrorist attacks gave way to a
creeping despair: despair athow
we as human beings, who at the
dawn of a new century had in-
tended to redress the carnage of
the last, had arrived at such a
juncture, and despair at the im-
mensity of the task before us as
global citizens committed to re-
alizing a peaceful world.

At the same time, it has be-
come clear that we, as SGI-
USA members, have been pre-
pared for the task ahead by
studying SGI President Ikeda’s
guidance and by striving to
translate our Buddhist practice
into a growing awareness of
social issues and the forging of
alliances with like-minded
people of other religious
faiths. The Victory Over Vio-
lence project and our many
interfaith activities are just
two of the steps we have taken
in this direction.

The events of recent weeks
have galvanized the SGI-USA
members in downtown Brook-
lyn to put the lessons we have
learned into action—much
more quickly than any of us
would have thought.

I live and practice in a
neighborhood in downtown
Brooklyn that includes one of
the largest and most vibrant
Arabic communities in New
York. In the days following the
Sept. 11 tragedy, we started
hearing of attacks against peo-
ple who looked like they were
from the Middle East, of Arab
women shuttered in their
homes for fear of walking the
streets wearing the hejab
(women’s head covering) and
children being harassed at
school. The members of the
SGI-USA’s Brooklyn Water-

front Chapter understood
what we needed to do.

The Sunday after the collapse
of the towers, a group of us met
to discuss how to create dialogue
with our Muslim neighbors, to
express our solidarity with them
and work together to forge
stronger community bonds. We
are calling this the Community
Builders Group. Among those
we invited was a Syrian shop-
keeper, Abdul, from around the
corner and acommunity activist
from an organization called
People Protection Project, which
began reaching out to Muslim
communities throughout Brook-
lyn six months ago to diffuse
hostility arising from the re-
newed tensions in Israel and the
Palestinian territories.

We showed the video
“Gandhi, King, Ikeda—
Community Builders,” ex-
plained a little about the SGI
and asked our guests to
introduce themselves.

One man shared his experi-
ence of reaching out to Arabs
and Muslims prior to and after
the terrorist attacks, explain-
ing how he and his colleagues
had been rebuffed by commu-
nities with which they had not
already formed relationships.
That was to be expected —no-
body wants to feel they need
protection from outside their
own community.

One evening after work, I
went out to follow up with
people I had met at a peace
march and vigil at the Brook-
lyn Heights Promenade. At
Abdul’s store, I met a restau-
rant owner who stressed he had
lived in Brooklyn for more
than 40 years, was as American
as I, and had children who were
born here. Moreover, he said
there was no proof that the ter-

rorist attacks were carried out
or masterminded by people of
Arab descent. I kept to myself
the thought that he was in de-
nial;  was there to open a path-
way to meaningful dialogue,
not to cut it off before it had
even begun through a pointless
confrontation.

Further dialogue helped us
clarify that Sept. 11 has forced
us to act on what we have been
talking about and trying for
months to do: to become an in-
tegral presence in our neigh-
borhood, trusted and valued
members of the community.

We decided to broaden our
gaze and work toward com-
memorating Nov. 18, Soka
Gakkai founding day, with a
community teach-in aimed at
dispelling ignorance not only
of Islam, but of Buddhism and
otherreligions, too, along with
educating people about Vic-
tory Over Violence.

Asimportant as our commit-
ment to helping protect people
vulnerable to discriminatory
attacks—and, in the months
ahead, encroachments on their
civil liberties—is the need to
share our Buddhist perspective

on how to break the cycle of
violence and cultivate mutual
respect and understanding. It is
an effort that extends to all the
varied factions of our commu-
nity, not only the Muslims.

We realized that the sense
of empowerment we achieve by
practicing for ourselves and
others, through studying and
putting our tenacious prayers
into action, is something we
could use to assuage the fears
and insecurities of those
around us.

In his speech on education
for global citizens at Columbia
University in 1996, President
Ikeda noted the agreement
between first Soka Gakkai
president Tsunesaburo Maki-
guchi’s vision of rooting the
education of children in the
particulars of their local geog-
raphy, society and economy,
and “philosopher John
Dewey’s observation that those
who have not had the kinds of
experiences that deepen under-
standing of neighborhood and
neighbors will be unable to
maintain regard for people of
distant lands” (My Dear
Friends in America, p. 438).

One of our members, who is
currently studying peace edu-
cation at Columbia University’s
Teachers College, underscored
the need for SGI members to
work toward a more pluralistic
vision of world peace, one that
recognizes and celebrates no-
tions that all belief systems and
cultures hold in common. This
requires that we remind our-
selves of the inherent dignity of
all human beings and open our
lives to learn from others, even
as we continue to strive for our
own personal change. To do
that, [ must be confident that my
behavior as a human being will
serve as a compelling example
to inspire people. Buddhism
teaches us that this human be-
havior is, after all, the signifi-
cance of our emergence as Bod-
hisattvas of the Earth.

If you have any questions
about your subscription to
the World Tribune
or Living Buddhism
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SGI PRESIDENT IKEDA’S SEPT. 5 SPEECH — PART 2

EXPANDING OUR LIVES FOR PEACE

‘For humanity in the
21st century to
eliminate war and
conflict, and establish
genuine peace, SGI
President Ikeda says,
‘it is vital that we
open our hearts,
broaden our
intellectual capacities
and expand our
states of life, so they
become as wide and
all-encompassing as
the cosmos itself.

The conclusion of SGI Presi-
dent Ikeda's speech at the 9th
Soka Gakkai Headquarters
Leaders Meeting, held at the
Tokyo Makiguchi Memorial
Hall in Hachioji, Sept. 5.

any of you have come
M from far away to be
here today, and I am

afraid a long story might have
the same effect on you as a
sleeping pill! [Laughter.] A
short anecdote is easy for
everyone to listen to— with
that in mind, let me share sev-
eral insightful quotes with you.

The Italian poet Dante cited
the words of the famous Greek
philosopher Aristotle, “Under
a bad government a good man
is a bad citizen.” Under a cor-
rupt, unscrupulous regime, vir-
tuous people are treated as vil-
lains. The good are harassed
and oppressed. That is why an
alliance of wise, enlightened
people is so important.

Reflecting on the struggles
of her youth, the English nov-
elist Charlotte Bronté pro-
claimed, “I had also to take my
degree in the school of Adver-
sity.” Forging ourselves in the
school of adversity is impor-
tant. All of you are leading
meaningful lives—you are
dedicating yourselves for oth-
ers and the sake of the Law.
This is the greatest happiness.
Please be assured of that.

The 19th-century Italian
thinker and advocate of Ital-
ian independence, Giuseppe
Mazzini, declared: “Youth lives
on movement, grows great in
enthusiasm and faith. Conse-
crate them with a lofty mission;
inflame them with emulation
and praise....” Enthusiasm and

Courtesy of SEIKYO PRESS
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SGI President Ikeda welcomes SGI youth from 50 countries to the 9th Headquarters Leaders Meeting at the Makiguchi Memorial Hall in Tokyo, Sept. 5.

faith are crucial. Without faith,
especially, a young person can-
not realize profound growth as
a human being. It is also im-
portant for us to praise young
people, to forge and train them
in the midst of various strug-
gles for kosen-rufu. Once they
are awakened to a lofty mis-
sion, young people are con-
sumed with enthusiasm and
grow into great leaders.

Many people acquire mas-
ter’s and doctor’s degrees, but
the most respectworthy are
those who earn “doctorates” in
the school of adversity.

The Russian author Leo Tol-
stoy wrote in his diary: “Living
is dying. To live well means
to die well. Try to die well.”

We can never change this
planet until we firmly
embrace a correct view of
the universe.

I am presently carrying on a
dialogue with the Russian cos-
monaut Alexandr Serebrov
about the wonders of the uni-
verse and philosophy in the
space age. [As president of the
All-Russian Youth Aerospace
Society, Mr. Serebrov is dedi-
cated to teaching children and
youth about space.]

I believe that in order for
humanity in the 21st century

to eliminate war and conflict,
and establish genuine peace,
it is vital that we open our
hearts, broaden our intellec-
tual capacities and expand our
states of life, so they become
as wide and all-encompassing
as the cosmos itself. We can
never rectify the folly of end-
less feuding, hatred and killing
on this small planet of ours,
making it a place where all can
live in peace and happiness,
until we firmly embrace a cor-
rect view of the universe, life
and a philosophy based on a
cosmic perspective. That is
why I am conducting this
dialogue with Mr. Serebrov.
He is also devoting himself to
our exchange in earnest.

I am pouring all of my
energies into carrying on dia-
logues with people in every
sphere of endeavor, all across
the world, for the sake of peace
and future generations.

The thoughts and opinions
of Mr. Serebrov, who has gone
into space four times and has
traveled extensively around
the globe, resonate perfectly
with my own. He is also well-
versed in religion, saying that
among all the religions of the
world, he feels the strongest
affinity with Buddhism.

Why? Because, he says,

throughout its history Bud-
dhism has never resorted to
force to attack other cultures
or people of other faiths.
Buddhism, he feels, is the
warmest, most accepting and
tolerant of religions.

Buddhism is a great philos-
ophy that stands at the fore-
front in its ability to meet the
needs of the space age.

Nichiren Daishonin wrote,
“It is the power of the Bud-
dhist Law that enables the
deities of the sun and moon to
make their rounds of the four
continents” (The Writings of
Nichiren Daishonin, p. 685).
The entire universe moves
ceaselessly in rhythm with the
Mystic Law.

The more scientific research
advances, the more closely it
accords with the wisdom of
Buddhism.

While resonantly chanting
Nam-myoho-renge-kyo, the
fundamental rhythm of the
universe, we work, speak and
act for the development of
society, world peace and the
happiness of humanity. There
is no more noble life than this.
That is why thinking people
around the world are strongly
seeking Buddhism, the
supreme law that permeates
life and the universe.

The Daishonin wrote, “No
phenomena— either heaven or
earth, yin or yang, the sun or
the moon, the five planets, or
any of the worlds from hell to
Buddhahood —are free from
the two phases of life and
death” (WND, 216). The heav-
ens, the earth, the sun, the
moon and the planets through-
out the universe all go through
an unending cycle of birth and
death. It is the same with
human beings.

No phenomenon or thing in
the universe is exempt from
these two phases. The stars in
the vast universe also repeat
this never-ending drama of
birth and death.

At every level of existence,
when energy surges forth,
something new is born.

OnAug. 16, NASA released
photographs taken by the
Hubble Space Telescope of a
galaxy some 50 million light-
years from earth.

Speaking of NASA, the
Kansai Soka Junior and Senior
High School is participating in
a remarkable educational pro-
gram developed by the agency
for students to study outer
space. [NASA’s EarthKAM
program, which Kansai Soka
Junior and Senior High School
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began participating in last year,
allows students to take pho-
tographs of Earth by using the
Internet to direct a digital cam-
era on the space shuttle during
select space flights.]

The photos released by
NASA are of galaxy NGC
3079 in the Ursa Major con-
stellation. They show activity
in the center of the galaxy’s
disk, where a bubble of hot gas
rises from a veritable swirling
cauldron. The bubble is more
than 3,000 light-years in
height and has a number of
towering red columns of
gaseous filaments.

We are talking of a phenom-
enon of incredible scale! The
filaments whirl in a vortex and
are expelled into space. As-
tronomers speculate that “even-
tually this gas will rain down
upon the galaxy’s disk where it
may collide with gas clouds,
compress them, and form a new
generation of stars.” Our own
Sun was also born from such
a grand drama of the universe,
as was Earth.

The Lotus Sutra teaches a
cosmology of staggering di-
mension. [ have spoken of the
dynamic drama of the birth of
stars previously in such books
as Buddhism and the Cosmos.

At every level of existence,
when energy surges forth,
something new is born. The
same is true of our organization
for kosen-rufu. When every-
one’s energy — starting with
that of the leaders—burns
brightly, new, talented people
appear, and new development
begins. A new horizon unfolds
before us, and we can create a
new history of victory.

What is that energy? It is the
courage to face a challenge. It
is the ability to act on one’s
own initiative. It is the com-
passion to protect others.

From a certain perspective,
the sun, the moon and even the
universe itself are entities that
overflow with life-nurturing
compassion.

The energy of which I speak
is also the tenacious commit-
ment to win without fail. It is
the determination to achieve
kosen-rufu in the place of one’s
mission—a determination
like the fiery red columns ex-
pelled from the center of that
galaxy. Where such determi-
nation exists, “shining stars”
of talented people will appear
and give rise to a beautiful
unity and harmony that resem-
bles a magnificent galaxy.

Buddhism elucidates life’s
continuity across past,
present and future.

The Daishonin’s Buddhism
views the world from a cosmic
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The opening session of the SGI youth training course was held at the Soka International Friendship Hall in Tokyo, Sept. 6.

dimension. The Daishonin
does not merely look ahead
one or two millennium—he
speaks in terms of the “ten
thousand years and more of the
Latter Day of the Law” and of
the “infinite future.”

Life, together with the uni-
verse, is eternal. It is without
beginning or end. Buddhism
perfectly elucidates the eternity
of life and its continuity across
the three existences of past,
present and future.

In the treatise “On Repaying
Debts of Gratitude,” the Dai-
shonin wrote: “If Nichiren’s
compassion is truly great and
encompassing, Nam-myoho-
renge-kyo will spread for ten
thousand years and more, for
all eternity” (WND, 736). And
in the “Record of the Orally
Transmitted Teachings,” he
said: “The Nam-myoho-renge-
kyo that I, Nichiren, now chant
will enable all people through-
out the ten thousand years and
more of the Latter Day of the
Law to attain Buddhahood”
(Gosho Zenshu, p. 720).

From the perspective of
widely spreading the Mystic
Law into the boundless future of
the Latter Day, our struggle has
just begun. Let us advance with
that towering determination.
And letus live out our lives with
an eternally youthful spirit.

In closing, I want to share
some more inspiring words of
courage.

British Prime Minister Win-
ston Churchill offered reas-
surance to the people of
France, who were fighting a

bitter battle against Hitler:
“Remember we [the British]
shall never stop, never weary,
and never give in, and that our
whole people and Empire have
vowed themselves to the task
of...saving the world from the
new Dark Ages.”

Do not stop fighting until
you achieve victory! Even if
you are tired, never give up,
never give in! Never forget
your vow! This was Churchill’s
personal determination not to
be defeated.

This is also the Soka Gak-
kai spirit.

I hope you will all devote
your lives to the great strug-
gle to achieve the mission
of kosen-rufu with the same
determination.

The French writer Victor
Hugo spoke out to protect the
people, “That which is not de-
clared loudly often causes the
greatest harm.” Silence means
defeat. It is wrong to stand by
quietly in the face of injustice.
We must speak out for the
sake of truth and justice.

Earlier, the Soka Gloria
Brass Band gave a wonderful
performance of a piece from
Offenbach’s Orphée aux en-
fers (Heaven and Hell). As a
token of my appreciation,
allow me to close today’s
speech with a quotation from
Tolstoy: “Within you, firmly
there within you, are all the
joys of Heaven and all the suf-
ferings of Hell.”

Thank you for traveling
such a long way to join us here
today! Thank you!

ToPICS FOR DISCUSSION MEETINGS

The Eternity of Life
and the Universe

From This Speech:

Life, together with the universe, is eternal. It is
without beginning or end. Buddhism perfectly elu-
cidates the eternity of life and its continuity across
the three existences of past, present and future. In
the treatise “On Repaying Debts of Gratitude,”
Nichiren Daishonin wrote: “If Nichiren’s compas-
sionis truly great and encompassing, Nam-myoho-
renge-kyo will spread for ten thousand years and
more, for all eternity” (The Writings of Nichiren Dai-
shonin, p. 736). And in the “Record of the Orally
Transmitted Teachings,” he said: “The Nam-
myoho-renge-kyo that I, Nichiren, now chant will
enable all people throughout the ten thousand
years and more of the Latter Day of the Law to at-
tain Buddhahood” (Gosho Zenshu, p. 720).

1) SGI President lkeda says: “Life, together with the
universe, is eternal. It is without beginning or end.
Buddhism perfectly elucidates the eternity of life and
its continuity across the three existences of past, pre-
sent and future.” Why do you think it is especially im-
portant now to move ahead steadily from the per-
spective of the eternity of life? Do you think that the
concept of the eternity of “life together with the uni-
verse and its continuity across the three existences”
expounded in Buddhism is important for global soci-
ety? If so, why? Can you think of ways in your daily life
that you can help make this philosophy the current of
the 21st century?

2) Based on the spirit encompassed in the above pas-
sages from the Daishonin, do you have an idea as a
Buddhist practitioner about how you want to respond
to the tragedies of Sept. 11?

Courtesy of SEIKYO PRESS
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SGI PRESIDENT IKEDA’S AUG. 7 SPEECH — PART 2

Meeting Difficult Times With Strong Faith

Photo by KIRK CONDYLES

‘During difficult times, we can overcome
hardship through faith and renew our
determination to dedicate our lives to kosen-
rufu,’ SGI President Ikeda says. ‘That has
been the spirit of the Soka Gakkai since the
early days of our movement, and it accords
with Nichiren Daishonin’s teaching.

The conclusion of SGI President lkeda's speech at a nationwide
executive leaders conference, held at the Soka Gakkai Nagano
Training Center in Karuizawa, Japan, Aug. 7.

he German playwright

Ernst Toller is well

known as the first Jewish
author to stand up to the Nazis.
He wrote: “Beneath the yoke of
barbarism one must not keep
silence; one must fight. Who-
ever is silent at such a time is a
traitor to humanity.”

I want to present these
words to the youth in particu-
lar. One must not remain silent
when confronted with acts of
inhumanity. Silence amounts
to tacit approval. If you are ver-
bally attacked, then counter
with 10 or 20 times the force.
To manifest the blazing spirit
to struggle like this is the proof
of your youth.

The French philosopher
Henri-Louis Bergson observed
that as long as we simply con-
tinue advancing, we will draw
near our goal. In the process,
moreover, we come to recog-
nize that “the so-called obsta-
cles were for the most part the
effects of a mirage.”

The important thing is that
we ever continue striving to
realize our objective. It is true
that not to advance is to back-
slide. When we challenge our
circumstances with a strong
determination, it suddenly
dawns on us that things that
had previously seemed oner-
ous and difficult are in fact no
big deal at all.

The mind is a wondrous
thing. Everything changes
completely depending simply
on our frame of mind. That
is the power and function of
the Mystic Law of three thou-
sand realms in a single mo-
ment of life.

The Chinese poet Su Shih
asked, “Even if someone occu-
pies a lofty place, if his spirit is
base, then what can he truly
gain?” No matter how high
someone’s station, what good
will it do the person if in his
heart he is craven and lowly?
Su Shih was not only a poet but

apolitician, and his words carry
much weight.

This certainly goes for Soka
Gakkai leaders. There is no
need for leaders who have lost
their spirit for kosen-rufu in the
Soka Gakkai. I hope your hearts
always overflow with a strong
passion for kosen-rufu.

Also, I want you to be lead-
ers of faith who sincerely re-
spect their fellow members.
Those who can respect their
comrades in faith will in turn
win their respect. This is cause
and effect in Buddhism.

When facing a strong
enemy, youth should play a
leading role in our efforts.

This is the age of youth. Let
us genuinely dedicate ourselves
to raising fine young leaders.
Letus do our best to develop the
next generation.

By this, I do not mean that
you should be doting or overly
protective. The point is to
offer steady training with due
strictness and discipline.
When new capable people are
appointed to positions of lead-
ership, new avenues open up.

At the same time, we need
to treasure those who have
worked hard for long years to
construct the present founda-
tion. When new leaders and
old leaders unite in the spirit
of mutual respect, the organi-
zation’s strength increases
many times over.

When facing a strong enemy,
youth should play a leading
role in efforts to defeat that
enemy. But while playing a piv-
otal role, they must not become
arrogant and cause disharmony
with the women’s division.

As always, our victory at the
start of the 21st century was
due to the victory of the
women’s division. It is only
natural that everyone should
respect and appreciate the
women’s division members,
supporting them so that they

A New York City rescue worker emerges from a long day of work in the rubble at Ground Zero, Sept. 15.

can continue to freely, jubi-
lantly carry out activities.

Just because someone has a
high standing in the organiza-
tion or status in society does not
mean the person has faith.
Someone who behaves arro-
gantly solely because he or she
went to a prestigious school is
the worst kind of person, utterly
lacking in character. Some peo-
ple are flashy, some are modest.
Some people have advanced
degrees, some do not. Some
people are wealthy, some are
poor. While all people are dif-
ferent, the important question is
this— who is truly happy?

A person of conviction, who
leads an upstanding life and
demonstrates shining victory
in society, is a true winner.
More precisely put, a person
who has faith is the ultimate
victor. Buddhism exists to en-
able us to lead such a life. This
is something that [ want to clar-
ify for the sake of the future.

No matter how adverse our
predicament, we need to
live out our lives with
steadfast faith.

The Japanese economy con-
tinues to be mired in severe re-
cession. And no doubt many
members are facing difficult

circumstances on that account.
I hope that as leaders you will
show great sensitivity to peo-
ple’s individual situations.

At the same time, I want to
remind you that no matter how
adverse our individual predica-
ment, we need to live out our
lives based on steadfast faith.
Only then can we accumulate
all kinds of treasures in life as
true benefit.

The Daishonin encouraged
one of his precious disciples,
“You should be willing to offer
your life for the Lotus Sutra”
(WND, 1003). He advised an-
other follower not to “allow
concern for your parents, wife,
or children to hold you back,
or be worried about your prop-
erty” (WND, 764). The Dai-
shonin offered very strict
guidance out of his profound
compassion for his disciples. It
is an expression of austere love.

Faith means limitless hope.
Through faith, we can accu-
mulate infinite benefit and
create a life of boundless vic-
tory. A commentary by the
Great Teacher Dengyo states,
“To discard the shallow and
seek the profound is the way of
a person of courage” (WND,
402). During difficult times,
we can overcome hardship

through faith and renew our
determination to dedicate our
lives to kosen-rufu. That has
been the spirit of the Soka
Gakkai since the early days of
our movement, and it accords
with the Daishonin’s teaching.
Such tenacity of faith and con-
viction in the power of the Go-
honzon generates the strength
to overcome any obstacle.

The manner in which Presi-
dent Toda served, respected
and protected President Maki-
guchi was awe-inspiring in
every respect. When referring
to President Makiguchi, Pres-
ident Toda was the image of
solemnity itself.

The mentor—disciple spirit
is the soul of the Soka
Gakkai. It is the essential
path of humanity.

Also, putting the members
first is the eternal spirit of
the Soka Gakkai. We must
absolutely never forget this.

Please do everything you
can to cause your place of mis-
sion to flourish, taking action
as a hero of kosen-rufu sur-
passing even the heroes of the
Chinese classic Romance of
the Three Kingdoms [an epic
saga of three rival kingdoms
that fought for control of
China in the 3rd century].
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Kentucky Youth Hold Summer Fiesta

Photo by RICHARD TRIGG

By PAM YENOWINE
KENTUCKY CORRESPONDENT

GI-USA’s Kentucky
S Area held a Summer

Fiesta with the theme
“Soka=Value Creation,” at
Founder’s Hall on the Shelby,
Ky., campus of the University
of Louisville.

Activities took place on two
floors of the complex. At the
entrance level, there were SGI
exhibitions and videos with
information pamphlets and
registration tables. The SGI
bookstore sold some of the
Middleway Press books spon-
sored by the local Hawley-
Cooke Booksellers. Some
women did flower arranging
displays, origami and wrote
names in Japanese calligraphy
for members and guests for an
interactive cultural event.

There was an array of spe-
cial activities planned for the
Boys and Girls Group mem-
bers. Adults took turns lead-
ing groups ranging from arts
and crafts projects, interactive
storytelling and dance, to
physical activities like relay
races and playing ball. One
room held a Culture Depart-
ment arts exhibition from
members and friends of the
SGI, which included paint-
ings, drawings and sculptures.

Ayouth chorus sings ‘What Can I Do? at the SGI-USA Kentucky Area Summer Fiesta at the University of Louisville.

Inside the main audito-
rium, the morning began with
a proclamation from the City
of Louisville Board of Alder-
men recognizing the SGI-
USA youth division and Cul-
ture Department for their
efforts to work for a healthy,
cultural community.

The morning program fo-
cused on the theme “Educa-

tional and Cultural Vision for a
New Era,” beginning with a
keynote speaker, Dr. Japa
Buckner, and followed by three
panel discussions with per-
spectives by parents, educators
and students.

Next was a lively culture
festival, entirely planned and
executed by the youth. Joyful
participation from all divi-

sions, along with invited SGI
friends, sparked everyone’s en-
thusiasm. There were Hawai-
ian dancers fromLexington,
Ky., Korean women’s and
youth choruses and Mystic
Rhythms African Drummers to
name a few. The excitement
built to the grand finale of
singing “Ode to Joy.”

More than 400 people en-

joyed the festival, with youth
accounting for at least half
of the attendees. Edward
Hamada, SGI-USA Central
Zone leader, congratulated all
the members for their support
of the youth, saying, “The
lasting effects of your efforts
to work together to achieve
victory will continue on into
the future.”

FROM ESSAY, 1

able and immensely pre-
cious —a much-loved sister,
father, son, mother or friend.
Each individual’s life contained
infinite possibilities waiting to
be realized. In the most terrible
manner imaginable, we have
been reminded of the immense
value of human life.

In all its teachings Bud-
dhism stresses how sacred and
precious life—especially
human life—is. One scripture
reads: “A single day of life is
worth more than all the trea-
sures of the universe.” Terror-
ism, which so cruelly robs
people of life, can never be ex-
cused or justified by any rea-
son or cause. Itis an absolute
evil. And when such acts are
committed in the name of re-
ligion, it demonstrates the
utter spiritual bankruptcy of
the perpetrators.

As human beings sharing a
common home, we have all
been impacted by this terrible
deed. In the words of Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr., “Injustice
anywhere is a threat to justice

everywhere.” We must unite
across differences of national-
ity and faith in order to create
a world free of injustice, vio-
lence and terror.

While it is vitally important
that all efforts be made to iden-
tify responsibility for this
heinous act and bring those in-
volved to justice, international
cooperation against terrorism
cannot be limited to the short-
term. At a deeper level, it re-
quires a profound reexamina-
tion of the nature of human
civilization. For much of our
history, humanity has been
trapped in vicious cycles of
hatred and reprisal. We must
redouble our efforts to break
this cycle and transform dis-
trust into trust. I believe that
this is the most effective and
fundamental antidote to ter-
rorism and its repugnant wor-
ship of violence.

Itis the function of evil to di-
vide; to alienate people from
each other and divide one coun-
try from another. The universe,
this world and our own lives, are
the stage for a ceaseless strug-
gle between hatred and com-

passion, the destructive and
constructive aspects of life. We
must never let up, confronting
evil at every turn.

This attack was an ultimate
manifestation of evil and shows
us the vilest depths to which
human nature can sink.

In the end, the evil over
which we must triumph is the
impulse toward hatred and de-
struction that resides in us all.

Unless we can achieve a
fundamental transformation
within our own lives, so that we
are able to perceive our intimate
connection with all our fellow
human beings and feel their suf-
ferings as our own, we will
never be free of conflict and
war. In this sense, I feel that a
“hard power” approach, one
that relies on military might,
will not lead to a long-term,
fundamental resolution.

I believe that dialogue holds
the key to any lasting solution.
Now, more than ever, we must
reach out in a further effort
to understand each other and
engage in genuine dialogue.
Words spoken from the heart
have the power to change a per-

son’s life. They can even melt
the icy walls of mistrust that
separate peoples and nations.
We must expand our efforts to
promote dialogue between and
among civilizations.

I am utterly convinced that
we were not born into this world
to hate and destroy each other.
We must restore and renew our
faith in humanity and in each
other. We must never lose sight
of the fact that we can still make
the 21st century an era free
from the flames of war and
violence—an era in which all
people may live in peace. To
this end, we must strive to
make a profound reverence for
life the prevailing spirit of our
times and our planet. I believe
that this is the greatest and most
enduring way to honor the
memory of the victims of this
enormous tragedy.

This essay appears in From the
Ashes: A Spiritual Response to
the Attack on America from Ro-
dale Press, a book providing
perspectives and wisdom from
a variety of spiritual and reli-
gious thinkers around the

world in the wake of Sept. 11.
Contributors include Thich
Nhat Hanh, Paul Ferrini, Pres-
ident Tkeda and others. For
more information, please visit
the publisher’s Web site at
www.rodale.com.

We want
To Hear
From You

If you have a comment
or suggestion about the
content of the World
Tribune, please write to
us via U.S. mail at WT
Mailbox, P.O. Box
1427, Santa Monica,
CA 90406-9907. You
can also send an email
to wt@sgi-usa.org.
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A REPUTATION FOR DEVOTION
TO THE LOTUS SUTRA

By GREG MARTIN

ASSISTANT PUBLISHER

From “Earthly Desires Are
Enlightenment,” The Writ-
ings of Nichiren Daishonin,
pp- 317-20.

Carry through with your
faith in the Lotus Sutra. You
cannot strike fire from flint
if you stop halfway. Bring
forth the great power of
faith, and be spoken of by all
the people of Kamakura,
both high and low, or by all
the people of Japan, as
“Shijo Kingo, Shijo Kingo of
the Lotus school!” Even a
bad reputation will spread
far and wide. A good repu-

tation will spread even far-
ther, particularly if it is a
reputation for devotion to
the Lotus Sutra.

Explain all this to your
wife too, and work together
like the sun and moon, a pair
of eyes, or the two wings of a
bird. With the sun and moon,
could there be a path of
darkness? With a pair of
eyes, no doubt you will see
the faces of Shakyamuni,

Many Treasures, and the
Buddhas of the ten direc-
tions. With a pair of wings,
you will surely fly in an in-
stant to the treasure land of
Tranquil Light. (WND, 319)

aving explained to
H Shijo Kingo a number

of profound Buddhist
principles in this letter,
Nichiren Daishonin con-
cludes with guidance about
the spirit of practice. He illus-
trates in practical terms the
principle that earthly desires
are enlightenment.

First, he impresses upon
Shijo Kingo the necessity of
sustaining faith, even though
his disciple had practiced for
some 16 years at this point.

The life-tendency of Bud-
dhahood is sustained through
our continuous faith and prac-
tice. We never reach a state of
perfection, in which we no
longer need to exert ourselves.
Rather, carrying through to

the end with our faith in the
Gohonzon, no matter what the
difficulties, is in itself the path
of Buddhahood.

Were we to abandon our
practice halfway, we would be
unable to experience the great
benefit of faith. As the Daisho-
nin says, “To accept is easy; to
continue is difficult. But Bud-
dhahood lies in continuing
faith” (WND, 471).

Second, the Daishonin urges
Shijo Kingo to display the
power of faith in society, en-
couraging him to develop “a
reputation for devotion to the
Lotus Sutra” (WND, 319).

The greatness of Buddhism s
demonstrated through the lives
we lead. We can manifest actual
proof of faith in every aspect
of our lives— from becoming
healthy and deepening our re-
lationships to creating new
opportunities and experiencing
an ever more rewarding life.

Third, the Daishonin says
that to “bring forth the great

power of faith” we must prac-
tice with the determination to
prove the greatness of Bud-
dhism. In other words, we can
best manifest the great power
of our Buddhist practice when
we recognize that the actual
proof we receive is not only
for ourselves but for others —
we are demonstrating the
power of faith in the Gohon-
zon to everyone.

Fourth, the Daishonin says
that Shijo Kingo and his wife
Nichigen-nyo should “work to-
gether” (WND, 319). Through
such unity of purpose, a couple
can continue to deepen their
faith and enjoy its full benefit.
This encouragement applies
to all our other relationships,
as well: The path to happiness
is not walked alone. We get
there together with others.

Thus, the Daishonin urges us
to make earthly desires—all
the frustrations, problems, chal-
lenges, sufferings, hopes and
aspirations of daily living—
our motivation to chant to the
Gohonzon. We do so not simply
to change our circumstances
(ultimately relative happiness)
but to awaken our innate Bud-
dha nature —to transform our
inner state of life where the
foundations oflasting, absolute
happiness are constructed.

DOES THE GOHONZON NNEED AN
‘EYE-OPENING’ CEREMONY?
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By KRYSSI STAIKIDIS

NEW YORK CITY

Is it necessary for the
Gohonzon to have an
“eye-opening” cere-
mony by the high priest?
A priesthood has made
the claim that the
Nichikan-transcribed Gohon-
zon that the SGI issues are
“counterfeit,” because the
high priest has not performed
an eye-opening ceremony
upon them. How should we

view this claim?
After excommunicating the

The Nichiren Shoshu

SGI in November 1991, the
priesthood stopped issuing Go-
honzon to SGI members. How-
ever, Nichiren Daishonin in-
scribed the Gohonzon for the
purpose of saving all humanity.
By using his authority to pre-
vent conferral of the Gohonzon
on sincere believers, High
Priest Nikken Abe goes against
the Daishonin’s intent.
Therefore, Sendo Narita, the
chief priest of Joen-ji, a temple

that severed its ties to High
Priest Nikken and the head
temple, Taiseki-ji, offered to
make the Nichikan-transcribed
Gohonzon available to SGI
members in 1993. The Rev.
Narita believed that making the
Gohonzon available to the har-
monious body of sincere prac-
titioners was in accord with the
Daishonin’s will, since his pur-
pose in propagating the Mystic
Law was to enable all people to
attain Buddhahood.

As to the question of the
necessity of having the high
priest’s permission to dis-
tribute the Gohonzon, it is only
recently that Nichiren Shoshu
came up with this rule. It has
been the norm, for instance, for
local priests to bestow Gohon-
zon reproduced in their tem-
ples. Priests other than the high
priest often reproduced and
issued Gohonzon from their
local temples.

Moreover, nowhere in his
writings does the Daishonin in-

dicate that we need the high
priest to empower the Gohon-
zon. Nichiren Shoshu claims
that the high priest must per-
form an eye-opening ceremony
on the Gohonzon; however, the
Daishonin makes it clear that
the “eye-opening” takes place
nowhere but within our lives,
when we open our own “eyes of
the Buddha.” He states, “‘Sin-
gle-mindedly desiring to see
the Buddha’ may be read as fol-
lows: single-mindedly observ-
ing the Buddha, concentrating
one’s mind on seeing the Bud-
dha, and when looking at one’s
own mind, perceiving that it is
the Buddha” (The Writings
of Nichiren Daishonin,
pp- 389-90).

The Daishonin clarifies in
his writings that the eye-open-
ing ceremony was simply a
formality passed down in pro-
visional Buddhist teachings
and is not part of the original
spirit of Buddhism. When the
Daishonin says “It is the power

of the Lotus Sutra that can
infuse such paintings and stat-
ues with a ‘soul’ or spiritual
property” (WND, 684), he is
debunking the idea of such a
formal ceremony that priests
need to perform.

He tells usitis one’s faith in
the Lotus Sutra, the Gohon-
zon, that brings forth Bud-
dhahood in our lives. As he
states, “When we revere
Myoho-renge-kyo
inherent in our own life as
the object of devotion, the Bud-
dha nature within us is sum-
moned forth and manifested by
our chanting of Nam-myoho-
renge-kyo” (WND, 887).

It is not a high priest, nor his
sanction, nor his capacity to
perform an “eye-opening cere-
mony” that gives a Gohonzon
the power to work. As the Dai-
shonin admonishes, “Even
though you chant and believe
in Myoho-renge-kyo, if you
think the Law is outside your-
self, you are embracing not the
Mystic Law but an inferior
teaching” (WND, 3).

The magnitude of tremen-
dous benefit that SGI members
have received from our practice
to the Nichikan-transcribed
Gohonzon is actual proof that
we are putting these teachings
into practice.
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Children’s Exhibi Visits Indiana

By AVRIL DUNCAN
AND CHRIS JAFFE

INDIANAPOLIS CORRESPONDENTS

warm weather and a warm

gathering of SGI members,
friends and family to celebrate
the “Treasuring the Future:
Children’s Rights and Reali-
ties” exhibition and the “Spirit
of Youth” festival.

The week began with an
opening ceremony for the exhi-
bition on July 13. In attendance
was SGI-USA General Director
Emeritus Fred Zaitsu, who
thanked the Indiana members
for their great victory. Over the
course of the week, hundreds of
people viewed the exhibition.

On July 19, a symposium on
children’s rights was also held,
including panel speakers Ma-
niari Singh, Shardha Sabesan,

July in Indiana brought

Jackie Bowie Suess and Gracia
Valliant, leaders and experts in
their respective fields on chil-
dren’s rights.

The culminating event for
the week was the “Spirit of
Youth” festival. Before the
show, everyone was treated to
carnival games, clowns and
festivities for children. With
members of the women’s and
men’s divisions providing
food, transportation and other
support, the youth put together
a dynamic show including
three children reading their
winning essays written in an-
swer to the question, “What do
you think is the most important
right of'a child?” The Oolation
singers, Minyo Dancers and
the Yu-Yu-Kai Dancers per-
formed together with SGI-
USA youth. Music and dance
performances filled the stage

Photo by GLORIA VELASQUEZ

The Yu-Yu-Kai Dancers perform at the ‘Spirit of Youth’ festival, July 19.

interspersed with inspirational
readings of authors such as
Martin Luther King Jr., Rosa
Parks and Daisaku Ikeda. The
show ended with a rousing per-
formance of “Ode to Joy.”

By joining together to make

both the exhibition and the fes-
tival a success, SGI-USA in In-
diana made a great, united leap
forward in reaching out to the
community and sharing the
spirit of youth and the hope of
a better world for children.

FROM NAGASHIMA, 1

lence? Can we ever sever the
cycle of violence and hatred?
Before I knew it, the pain I felt
began to coalesce in my mind
with the grief of the traveler de-
scribed in the beginning of
Nichiren Daishonin’s treatise
“On Establishing the Correct
Teaching for the Peace of the
Land.” That work begins:
“Once there was a traveler who
spoke these words in sorrow to
his host.... Over half the popu-
lation has already been carried
off by death, and there is
hardly a single person who does
not grieve” (The Writings of
Nichiren Daishonin, p. 6). In
this writing, the traveler repre-
sents the sovereign of the nation
of Japan, but in a broader sense,
it represents all of its people.

I then realized that the three
calamities and seven disasters
described in the Daishonin’s
treatise are not merely a tale
about the state of ancient Japan.
The spiral of terrorism and war,
which has now touched Amer-
ican soil, is a manifestation in
today’s world of what the Bud-
dhist sutras describe as the three
calamities and seven disasters.

In “On Establishing the Cor-
rect Teaching for the Peace of
the Land,” the Daishonin quotes
from the “Benevolent Kings
Sutra”: “When a nation be-
comes disordered, it is the
spirits that first show signs of
rampancy. Because the spirits
become rampant, all the people
of the nation become disor-
dered” (WND, 8). The Daisho-
nin here explains that calami-
ties and disasters occur due to

the negative workings of “spir-
its,” but he identified these with
the spiritual or psychological
condition of the people. SGI
President Ikeda once com-
mented that this rampancy of
the spirits that causes the three
calamities and seven disasters
accords with erroneous beliefs
and ideologies, and with their
proponents. Their function is
the opposite of Buddhism; that
is, they disregard life and view
people as a means to an end.

It is safe to say that no major
religion in the world today jus-
tifies the slaughter of innocent
people. Any teaching that
gravely disrespects and threat-
ens human life can only be
termed a gross distortion of the
tradition it claims as its source.

In this regard, simply be-
cause the perpetrators of the re-
cent atrocity are thought to as-
sociate themselves with Islam,
we must not mistakenly think
that Islam is a teaching of ter-
rorism. The vast majority of the
more than 1 billion Islamic be-
lievers throughout the world are
united with the believers of
other faiths in their rejection of
terrorism. As Buddhists we up-
hold the absolute dignity of life
as our prime teaching and will
never condone or tolerate any
act of terrorism.

Behind the world’s history of
the repeated cycle of terrorism
and revenge, most often, are in-
sidious leaders who manipulate
religion as a means to gain
power and fulfill selfish de-
sires. Religion, originally in-
tended to save and aid the peo-
ple, is thus used to enslave them
or as a weapon against them.

This tendency can be de-
fined as evil, in that its ultimate
result is the degradation and
destruction of the human spirit
and of life itself. The Daisho-
nin saw this self-serving ma-
nipulation of religion as the
source of all unhappiness, as
the workings of life’s innate
“fundamental darkness.”

The Daishonin declared the
struggle against this funda-
mental darkness as his most es-
sential, eternal challenge, and
he urged us in “On Establishing
the Correct Teaching for the
Peace of the Land” to take on
this challenge as well. He says,
“Rather than offering up ten
thousand prayers for remedy, it
would be better simply to out-
law this one evil” (WND, 15).

By “outlaw” he was not
proposing legislation to ban er-
roneous teachings or teachers,
but he strongly advocated
withdrawing the popular and
government support being
afforded them.

In this writing, the Daishonin
was specifically refuting the
teaching of the Pure Land
school. He was convinced that
the escapist and apocalyptic
teaching of the Pure Land
school was exploiting people’s
reverence for Buddhism while
surreptitiously undermining the
Buddhist ideal of life’s value
and dignity. It sapped the peo-
ple’s strength and the vitality
needed to transform their real-
ity and reform society.

The Pure Land school enjoys
little influence in today’s world,
but the ideologies of escapism
combined with selfish materi-
alism are becoming more per-

vasive, and the cycle of hatred,
discrimination and religious
conflict seems unending. Fur-
thermore, the potential magni-
tude of murder and destruction
by humans is only escalating.

Upon hearing about the re-
cent tragedy, SGI President
Ikeda immediately sent us the
following message: “I extend
my heartfelt sympathies to the
people of the Untied States. Let
us work for kosen-rufu in order
to create peace in the United
States and in the world.” I hope
we can all take these words to
heart and together rise up like a
phoenix from the abyss of sor-
row and anger to refresh our
pledge for kosen-rufu.

To live the Daishonin’s great
spirit to save humanity is to prac-
tice Buddhism on the path of the
oneness of mentor and disciple.
For each of us, what does it mean
to “outlaw this one evil?” I think
it is crucial that we deeply pon-
der this question today.

This coming Nov. 28 will
mark the 10th anniversary of
the SGI’s “spiritual indepen-
dence”— 10 years since we
were freed from the grip of
disingenuous authority that is
the Nichiren Shoshu priesthood
under High Priest Nikken Abe.
Since that time we have been
free to pursue our mission as a
united body of common people
dedicated to kosen-rufu, di-
rectly connected to the heart
and spirit of the Daishonin.
Taking this anniversary as an
excellent opportunity, let us
discuss, learn from and inspire
one another through our mutual
determination and action to-
ward kosen-rufu!
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MAKING SEPT. 11
A TURNING POINT
IN WASHINGTON, D.C.

By ROBIN MEADER

WASHINGTON, D.C., BUREAU CHIEF

GI-USA General Direc-
S tor Danny Nagashima
met with Washington,
D.C., Region and Virginia-
Carolina Region leaders and
youth members Sept. 26 at the
SGI-USA’s Washington, D.C.,
Community Center. This was
his first visit to the area fol-
lowing the terrorist attack on
the Pentagon on Sept. 11. The
thoughtful, yet animated,
gathering combined fresh
local reports, on-the-spot faith
testimonials and words of en-
couragement in faith.
Following a memorial ser-
vice and evening prayer, Lisa
Graves, a young women’s dis-
trict leader and a lawyer with
the federal government, passed
along points from the first
youth training course of the
21st century, held in Japan and
ending on Sept. 11. The par-
ticipants’ return flight was
rerouted to Vancouver, British
Columbia. Explaining that the

five-day layover, studying and
having dialogues with other
youth, deepened her commit-
ment to peace, Ms. Graves ar-
ticulated three key ideas
gained on her trip: 1) Correct
prayer is not to plead, ask or
hope for peace, but to take con-
crete action for peace, in every
aspect of one’s life based on
that prayer; 2) Every person is
indispensable; the warm care
by the Soka Gakkai members
made her feel like a “rock star
for peace”; all of us must
value, appreciate and honor
each other and each other’s
mission for peace; and 3)
Peace is imperative.
Wen-Shing Ho and Alexis
Gibson spoke of their initiating
a dialogue in their apartment
building, inviting residents and
friends to an informal gather-
ing which gave everyone at-
tending the opportunity to ex-
press their thoughts, feelings,
concerns and ideas in wake of
the events of Sept. 11. A total
of 20 people, from at least 10
different countries around the

world, participated in this
forum in one way or another.
Many more offered their sup-
port behind-the-scenes. Wen-
Shing and Alexis have sched-
uled a dialogue on SGI
President Ikeda’s book For the
Sake of Peace at their local
bookstore, and dream of hold-
ing such dialogues at all Wash-
ington, D.C., bookstores.

Reporting that the airplane
crashed into Pentagon offices
vacated only six weeks ear-
lier, Diana Fleek, an SGI-
USA member who works at
the Pentagon, pointed out that
although 25,000 people work
there, the major impact of the
plane struck the vacated por-
tion of the building. After
helping move people from the
area that day, she sat down to
chant for clarity and wisdom.
As appreciation and compas-
sion welled up within her for
the many lives lost, she prayed
to negate such deep evil.

At work the next day, she
noticed that among the mili-
tary leaders and politicians
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Members listen to SGI-USA General Director Danny Nagashima at the Washington, D.C., Community Center, Sept. 26.
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The Washington Monument as seen from the Lincoln Memorial.

there was a trenchant determi-
nation to draw upon coalitions
and cooperation, rather than
brute force, in ridding the
world of the “cancer” that
could express itself in such
outrageous acts. The follow-
ing Monday, U.S. President
George W. Bush visited the
Pentagon for a briefing about
the partial mobilization of mil-
itary reserve forces and Diana,
shaking his hand, said, “Mr.
President, we’re counting on
you to dialogue first,” to which
he responded with a focused
nod of acknowledgment.

In his speech, General Di-
rector Nagashima placed the
events of Sept. 11 in historical
context in relation to Nichiren
Daishonin’s Buddhism. The
Victory Over Violence cam-
paign carried out throughout
the SGI-USA over the previ-
ous two years has initiated di-
alogue at many levels of
American society. Now, be-
cause of the tragic loss of
friends, Americans can talk
about peace from their hearts.
He reminded the gathering
that since 1966, SGI President

Ikeda has been calling the 21st
century the Century of Life,
and has suggested the impor-
tance of fostering people who
perceive the interconnected-
ness of all life, who wisely em-
brace all cultures and extend
their compassion to people in
all places.

“Awakening to their des-
tinies as Bodhisattvas of the
Earth,” the general director
said, “SGI-USA members can
make the events of Sept. 11 a
turning point for world peace.
Now is the time to go back to
the basics of Buddhism —
faith, practice and study — so
as to communicate to others
the dignity of life, the Bud-
dhist conviction that life is
greater than any treasure in
the universe.

Mr. Nagashima concluded
by urging the participants to
live as humanists based on the
idea that the essence of all life
and the universe is Nam-
myoho-renge-kyo.

— Diana Fleek, Alexis Gibson
and Wen-Shing Ho contributed
to this article.



