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SGI-USA FAMILY YOUTH FESTIVALS

VOV FESTIVAL LIGHTS UP HAWAILI

Photos by GREGORY NAKASUJI

By JOANNE TACHIBANA anp
CAROL PELEKAI

HAWAII CORRESPONDENTS

awaii’s SGI-USA Fam-
H ily Youth Festival lit up

the Neal Blaisdell
Arena in Honolulu, June 7, with
the theme “Youth Standing To-
gether for Peace.” Hawaii’s gov-
ernor, Benjamin J. Cayetano,
proclaimed July 1-7 Victory
Over Violence Week through-
out the state, and proclamations
and congratulations were re-
ceived from dignitaries all over
the state.

“Awesome,” was the refrain
echoing from the insiders and
spectators as they described the
festival. The event was ground
breaking in many ways. It
brought together a wide range
of community co-sponsors and
scores of exhibitors who sup-
port youth and nonviolence.

Renae Poarch, Teen Coordi-
nator for the Domestic Violence
Clearinghouse & Legal Hot-
line, which co-sponsored the
festival, enjoyed
working with

everyone and
was a great
spokesperson
for the event
on radio and
TV. She com-
mented that
she is look-
ing forward
to working
together
with the
SGI-USA
in pro-
moting
VOV in
Hawaii.

Marsha

Joyner,

presi-
dent of the Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. Coali-
tion-Hawaii, another co-spon-
sor, set up an exhibit booth, en-
joyed both performances and
gave congratulatory remarks at

the evening show. Ms. Joyner
was so impressed with the cel-
ebration that she has requested
the VOV exhibit for the Na-
gasaki Peace Bell ceremony on
Aug. 9 in Honolulu.

Hand-stamped purple VOV
ribbons attached to bookmarks
(left) inviting the public to the
festival were distributed to
more than 150 locations
throughout the state, including
retail stores, malls, gas stations
and restaurants.

The production team
amassed an incredible amount
of talent for the festival from a
wonderful cross section of
youth from the multiethnic
groups of Hawaii. An impres-
sive cast of 1,000 was drawn

PLEASE SEE FESTIVAL, 12

(Above) Performers grace the stage at Hawaii's SGI-USA Family Youth Festival, July 7, titled ‘Youth Standing Together for Peace. (Below) More than 8,000
people attend the two festival shows at the Neal Blaisdell Arena in Honolulu.
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SGl-Cuba Music Festival in Havana, Cuba

On June 30, SGI-Cuba held a music
festival at a theater in Havana City to
commemorate the fifth anniversary of
SGI President Ikeda’s visit to their coun-
try. An SGI-Cuba leader gave opening
remarks and another read President
Ikeda’s message. Young members pre-
sented dynamic, original and traditional
dances of the Caribbean.

SGI Members from 24 Countries Par-
ticipate in European Summit

On June 30 and July 1, SGI repre-
sentatives from 24 European countries
met for the 2nd European Summit Meet-
ing at the SGI-France Culture Center in
Charterettes, France. The meeting com-
memorated the 40th anniversary of SGI
President Ikeda’s first trip to Europe.
Participants discussed plans for hold-
ing small discussion meetings across
Europe aiming to involve 50,000 peo-
ple; a summer session for 10,000 fo-
cusing on the study of Nichiren Dai-
shonin’s Buddhism; and a European
general meeting in Milan, Italy, in au-
tumn 2001. The group also discussed the
fundamental spirit of leaders to serve the
members and foster capable people.

Representatives reported on activi-
ties conducted in their respective coun-
tries. In SGI-Italy, more than 30,000 at-

tended discussion meetings during one
month, while 17,000 young people
gathered for a meeting in March and
13,000 women gathered for their divi-
sionmeeting in June. In SGI-Germany,
4,000 members attended local discus-
sion meetings during May. In SGI-
France, discussion meeting partici-
pants during May exceeded 13,000 and
about a month ago, the youth hosted
cultural events in eight cities. Repre-
sentatives from Ireland, the Nether-
lands and Switzerland also reported on
activities in their respective countries.

SGl-Peru Engages in Relief Activities

In response to the June 23 earth-
quake thatjolted southern Peru, killing
at least 115 people and leaving more
than 185,000 homeless, SGI-Peru
members are engaging in emergency
relief activities. The members are do-
nating food, clothing and other daily
necessities, which are transported by
air to distribution areas for delivery by

SGI-Peru volunteers to earthquake
victims. On June 7 and 8, SGI-Peru
volunteers hand-delivered emergency
supplies to about 6,000 families. Af-
tershocks are continuing and SGI-Peru
is committed to helping rebuild the
ravaged areas.

SGI-Thailand Hosts Education Lecture

On June 30, Samakom Sang Kunka
Nai Prates Thai (SGI-Thailand) spon-
sored a lecture by Dr. Nibondh Sasid-
horn, former education minister, at the
Thonburi Center titled “Aiming for a
Society for the Sake of Education.” The
lecture commemorated the 130th an-
niversary of the birth of Tsunesaburo
Makiguchi, educator and first Soka
Gakkai president. More than 600 peo-
ple attended the lecture, including Pro-
fessor Maneewan Kamonpatana of
Chulalonkorn University, president of
the Thai Ideal Graduates Association.

Dr. Nibondh is an advisor to Siam
University, which conferred an hon-

orary doctorate on SGI President Ikeda
in November 2000. Touching on Pres-
ident Ikeda’s education proposal made
in September 2000, Dr. Nibondh said
school is a place that allows children
to exercise their creativity and flour-
ish—a place that makes real contri-
butions to society.

During the lecture, SGI-Thailand
presented scholarships and grants to
10 Bangkok elementary schools and
their students.

‘The Prince and the Coral Sea’ to be
Published in Hindi

President Ikeda’s The Prince and
the Coral Sea, abook for children, will
be published by the National Book
Trust, India, in English and in 12 In-
dian languages, including Hindi. The
National Book Trust publishes books
considered to be of importance to so-
ciety in English and 12 of the major In-
dian languages. In June 2000, it pub-
lished a Hindi translation of Education
for Creative Living by Tsunesaburo
Makiguchi, first president of the Soka
Gakkai, and work is underway to trans-
late it into 11 other Indian languages
within the next two years.

Courtesy of SOKANET
(www.sokagakkai.or.jp)

Blue Deeper Than the Blue of the Indigo

By PHYLLIS GOODSON
GREAT LAKES REGION VICE WOMEN'S
LEADER

From “The Supremacy of the
Law,” The Writings of Nichiren
Daishonin, pp. 612-17.

Strengthen your resolve
more than ever. Ice is made of
water, but it is colder than
water. Blue dye comes from
indigo, but when something is
repeatedly dyed in it, the color
is better than that of the in-
digo plant. The Lotus Sutra
remains the same, but if you
repeatedly strengthen your
resolve, your color will be bet-
ter than that of others, and
you will receive more blessings
than they do. (WND, 615)

epressed. Besieged
Dwith bills. Out of
work. Buried in

schoolwork. Major and minor
health problems. These are
just a few of the challenges
many of us encounter today.

As human beings, we are all
struggling with various prob-
lems, large and small.

The recipient of this letter,
Nichimyo, was a single woman
and parent living in the male-
dominated, hierarchical, feudal
Japanese society —difficult
circumstances to say the least.
As we empathize with her, we
can see the relevance of
Nichiren Daishonin’s guidance
as it applies to us today.

In the above passage, the
Daishonin is encouraging
Nichimyo and all of us to
strengthen our resolve in faith
and commitment to accom-
plishing kosen-rufu as the solu-
tion to our problems. The blue
dye made from the indigo plant

represents this idea. Repeated
soakings in the dye result in a
rich blue color that is a far
deeper blue than the plant itself.

In the same way, if we con-
tinually exert ourselves in the
two ways of practice and study,
we polish our lives more than
we ever thought we could. This
requires a tremendous struggle
onour part, of course. However,
by overcoming difficulties one
by one, we become stronger and
stronger. It empowers us with a
greater wisdom from deep
within our lives to view our cir-
cumstances clearly and forges
us into people of genuine
courage and compassion. We
become people who truly care
for and support others. This is
how we soak ourselves in the
indigo dye and the deeper color
that results.

What we should always con-
centrate on, then, is making our
faith deeper and stronger. This
is how we can change any prob-
lem we face into a benefit. For
the very reason that our life sit-
uations are challenging, we can
develop our lives all the more.
This is what Buddhism teaches
as the principle of earthly de-
sires are enlightenment. If we
did not have strong desires, we
would not be motivated. The

Daishonin thus tells us, “Burn
the firewood of earthly desires
and behold the fire of enlight-
ened wisdom before their eyes”
(Gosho Zenshu, p. 710).

A strong, resolute spirit of
“No matter what, I will not be
defeated —1 will prove the
power of faith for the sake of
kosen-rufu” assures us of vic-
tory in every aspect of our lives.
A practice imbued with this
deep “color” of appreciation for
the Gohonzon and the SGI ex-
pands our fortune exponentially.
This is why SGI President Ikeda
says: “Strength is happiness.
Strength is itself victory. In
weakness or cowardice there is
no happiness. When you wage
a struggle, you might win or
lose. But regardless of the short-
term outcome, the very fact that
you continue to struggle proves
your victory as a human being.
A strong spirit, strong faith, and
strong prayer — developing
these is victory and the world of
Buddhahood” (Faith Into Ac-
tion, p. 76).

By immersing ourselves re-
peatedly in the “blue dye” of
the Lotus Sutra through res-
olutely chanting Nam-myoho-
renge-kyo to the Gohonzon and
participating in SGI-USA ac-
tivities, our lives take on the

depth and hue of the Buddha’s
compassion.

Correction

Parts 17-18 of the “Jeweled
Sword” chapter of The New
Human Revolution were in-
correctly labeled 13—-14 in
the July 6 issue. Parts 13—14
appeared in the June 15
issue.
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HONORING OUR PIONEERS — DAVID KASAHARA, FORT LAUDERDALE, FLA.

Forging Ahead on the Path of Justice

Photo by GEORGE RYU

Persevering through
the difficult times of
his Buddhist practice,
David Kasahara now
sees victory in his life
and his quest to
support the SGI-USA
members.

This experience originally ap-
peared inthe March 2 Japanese
edition of the World Tribune.

dancer who had been active

on the stage and in TV mu-
sical programs in Japan. [ had a
serious dream of studying jazz
dance in America, the birth-
place of jazz, in order to further
my development as an artist.
But when I got to New York, re-
ality was much more severe
than I thought. I had a tremen-
dous struggle figuring out what
direction to take. It was around
that time that I met a woman
who was a Soka Gakkai mem-
ber, and she introduced me to
Buddhism.

In the beginning, I was very
resistant and skeptical about the
Soka Gakkai. In those days, the
Soka Gakkai was often por-
trayed as a “violent religious or-
ganization” in Japan. But not
many Japanese people lived in
New York around that time, and
I was lonely and anxious to see
some Japanese faces, so I ended
up attending the discussion
meetings. Even as bashful and
judgmental as I was, I couldn’t
resist the warmth of the mem-
bers and began to practice.

In 1971, I became employed
as a SGI-USA staff member
working at the New York Com-
munity Center. Then, in the
1970s, the SGI-USA organiza-
tion experienced a reformation
that is sometimes referred to as
“phase 2.” Some insincere peo-
ple took advantage of this situ-
ation for their own selfish mo-
tives. Many members, who had
been fortunate enough to re-
ceive the Gohonzon, ultimately
stopped practicing and left the
organization.

I was the only SGI-USA staff
member in New York at that
time. All the complaints and
criticisms against the SGI were
directed at me. Day after day, I
patiently endured slander and
abuse. People would say to me:
“We don’t need any organiza-

In 1966, I was a young jazz

Y/

SGI-USA Senior Vice General Director David Kasahara (center) enjoys a discussion with members of the FNCC staff.

tion! We don’t need any leaders!
We don’t need the Gosho!” I
keenly felt that, if left
unchecked, this would destroy
everything we had achieved in
our organization.

That is why, in the current
Soka Spirit movement, the
courage to face evil and under-
stand its intent is essential. Our
courageous attitude to speak
out regarding the justice of the
mentor—disciple relationship is
paramount. A leader must have
asense of responsibility. Ifhe or
she practices halfheartedly,
without a sense of responsibil-
ity, he or she will become an
enemy of kosen-rufu.

When “phase 2” began, I
was in charge of the youth di-
vision in New York. There were
many occasions when I felt
deep anguish at my not being
capable enough as a leader. I
struggled hard during those
seven years, determined, no
matter what, to protect our or-
ganization in New York.

Finally, in 1981, SGI Presi-
dent Ikeda came to New York.
It was on this trip that he wrote
his poem “To My Young Amer-
ican Friends,” heralding a his-
toric new development of the
kosen-rufu movement in the
United States. The dark clouds,
which had weighed so heavily
upon the New York members,
were blown away.

And as for myself, after
those long years of struggle, I

joyfully threw my whole life
into President Ikeda’s visit. I
was able to receive encourage-
ment from him personally and
felt embraced by the vastness
of his life. This was the turning
point for me.

nJune 1994, my oldest son,
IGeorge, was killed in an

accident. He was 22 years
old. President Ikeda, who was
visiting London at the time,
sent me words of encourage-
ment immediately after the ac-
cident. He said, “Mr. Kasahara,
it is for the sake of this very
moment that you have been
practicing this Buddhism!”
His brief encouragement
touched me very profoundly.

No matter how busy Presi-
dent Ikeda was on his European
tour, he continued to send me
constant encouragement. He
wrote a poem for me: “How
brave you are/ As you depart/
Taking on all the sufferings of
your fellow members with all
your life.”

When I received this poem, I
made a strong resolution:
“There is a deep meaning to
George’s death. Our family will
change this sorrow into mission
and live our lives to the fullest
for the sake of George. 1 will
dedicate myself to kosen-rufu
in order to repay my debt of
gratitude to my mentor and fel-
low members.”

The passing of George has

made the bonds of the remain-
ing family members — myself,
my wife, Patricia, my daughter,
Margaret, my son, John, and
my mother, who is 90 years old
and has been living with us—
much stronger.

Our family decided to do-
nate George’s organs to others
who needed them. We were en-
couraged by a recent report
that my son’s organs are still
alive and working in eight peo-
ple who have since recovered
from their illnesses.

The passing of my son also
brought countless members to
the community center, some
of whom I had never met be-
fore, as well as many whom
I’d worked together with over
the years. In tears, they offered
my family encouragement.
Where else can you find such
a wonderful, humanistic world
but in the SGI!

On the other hand, when the
chief priest of Myosetsu-ji tem-
ple in Flushing, N.Y., learned
about the death of my son, he
haughtily told people at his
temple, “Kasahara got what he
deserved—he did not follow
the teachings of the high
priest!” What a cold-hearted,
inhumane thing to say!

Having heard this, I ex-
ploded in anger: “We will never
be defeated by Nichiren
Shoshu!” And the New York
members also stood up in right-
eous anger for the sake of jus-

tice. We have since put even
more effort into Soka Spirit ac-
tivities, helping many temple
members to find their way back
to the Soka Gakkai.

I retired from working for the
SGI-USA at the New York Cul-
ture Center at the end of Janu-
ary after having been fortunate
enough to have worked as a
staff member for 30 years. I
have now started my new “third
stage of life” as executive di-
rector of the Florida Nature and
Culture Center, which was
founded by President Ikeda. In
my job, I have the pleasure of
helping members from all over
the United States and other
countries who visit the FNCC.

As I look back upon my
practice, itis President Ikeda’s
guidance that has supported
and trained me. On one occa-
sion, he told me: “Merchants
must work to make money.
Students must study to gradu-
ate. Likewise, you must prac-
tice hard to become a Bud-
dha.” His strict but loving gaze
at that time is still engraved in
my memory.

I cannot thank President
Ikeda enough for guiding an
immature person like myself
into what I am today. Nor can I
adequately thank the SGI.
Today, I am deeply touched by
the following passage in the
Gosho: “A blue fly, if it clings
to the tail of a thoroughbred
horse, can travel ten thousand
miles, the green ivy that twines
around the tall pine can grow to
a thousand feet” (The Writings
of Nichiren Daishonin, p. 17).

This year, I made four New
Year’s resolutions: 1) to have a
lifelong seeking mind; 2) to
have a lifelong youthful spirit;
3) to strive for victory my
whole life; and 4) to have life-
long appreciation.

With these resolutions in
my heart, | feel stronger each
day that my mission in life has
just begun. In this year of
2001, am making a fresh start
once again!

If you have any questions
about your subscription
to the World Tribune
or Living Buddhism
magazine, please call

1-800-835-4558
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SGI PRESIDENT IKEDA’S JUNE 27 SPEECH — PART 1

BI1G GOALS AND BIG VICTORIES

Courtesy of SEIKYO PRESS

SGI President Ikeda
says that victory
‘depends upon our
determination. If we
are going to do
something, we may as
well set big goals for
ourselves and
brightly and
positively strive
toward them.

Part 1 of SGI President lkeda's
speech at the 7th Soka Gakkai
Headquarters Leaders Meet-
ing, held at the Tokyo Toda
Memorial Auditorium in Sug-
amo, June 27.

et me begin my speech
I today with the words of
the famous French
philosopher Henri Bergson:
“The future belongs to those who
work diligently.” Those who
spend their lives in shallow
amusements, who avoid difficul-
tiesand challenges, who are spir-
itless and apathetic—in other
words, those who make no effort
to create anything of value in their
lives— will have no future.

A bright future belongs to
those who keep striving and
tirelessly exerting themselves.
The Soka Gakkai is advancing
in complete accord with these
words of Bergson.

The German writer Johann
Wolfgang von Goethe writes:
“Zephyrs [Gentle breezes]
breathe, we breathe in answer,
roll the thunders, ours go rolling
/ Stunning in reverberation,
threefold, tenfold, after it.” We
return the roar of the thunder
with even louder thunder. We
respond to one wild accusation
with sound counter-arguments
twofold, threefold and tenfold.
We must make the jubilant
cheers of people of principle
and conviction resound
throughout the land.

Newspapers and books are
our enduring history.

The father of modern China,
Dr. SunYat-sen, boldly declares
the arrival of anew age: “[ When
the Republic of China was es-
tablished in 1912,] the people
became the master, and the em-
peror became their servant.”
These are well-known words.
The people are the sovereigns.

In Japantoday, too,

SGI President Ikeda attends the 7th Headquarters Leaders Meeting at the Tokyo Toda Memorial Auditorium in Sugamo, June 27.

sovereignty resides in the peo-
ple. We all have the right to
vote, and every individual and
group has complete freedom
to support and vote for
any candidate he or she
chooses. The constitution guar-
antees such fundamental free-
doms. Each citizen of Japan is
a sovereign.

The Soka Gakkai, denigrated
in the past as a gathering of the
poor and sick, has become
Japan’s pillar of peace. This is
an amazing time. The Soka
Gakkai’s victory is the proud
history of the people arising as
a great force of outstanding
leaders. It is proof of the indis-
putable advance of kosen-rufu.

Congratulations on this 7th
Headquarters Leaders Meet-
ing! First Soka Gakkai presi-
dent Tsunesaburo Makiguchi
and second Soka Gakkai presi-
dent Josei Toda [whose por-
traits are on display in the audi-
torium] are smiling with special
joy today, as if to say: “We are
so happy to see all of you gath-
ered here in triumph!”

Today, we have with us rep-
resentatives of our “uncrowned
heroes,” the deliverers of the

Seikyo Shimbun, the Soka
Gakkai’s daily newspaper.
Every morning, rising with the
sun and illuminating all like the
sun, they go on their paper
rounds. It is the duty of our
leaders to wholeheartedly en-
courage, support and treasure
these noble individuals. Such s
the realm of faith.

From the organization’s early
days, many kosen-rufu leaders
have received their training
through working as “un-
crowned heroes” and deliver-
ing the Seikyo Shimbun. The
true spirit of leadership is to do
one’s part, however small, in
taking the lead — for instance,
in delivering the Seikyo Shim-
bun. In this regard, relying on
others or adopting a superior at-
titude is a lowly, base attitude.
Let me take this opportunity to
praise and to say thank you once
again to my most esteemed
newspaper deliverers. I deeply
appreciate all your hard work.

The French writer Victor
Hugo writes, “The pressis aliv-
ing bugle, it sounds the morn-
ing call that awakens the peo-
ple, it announces in a ringing
voice the advent of right.” The

mission of the press—that is,
newspapers and books —is an
important one. The press is our
history. It endures, unlike tele-
vision, which someone has said
is like a ghost that disappears
into nothingness when we
switch it off.

How truly praiseworthy are
our Seikyo Shimbun newspaper
deliverers, who sound the
morning bugle of kosen-rufu
and awaken us!

Hugo also says: “Gentlemen,
what is an aid to the patriot?
The press. And what is a scare-
crow to the coward and the trai-
tor? The press.” The Seikyo
Shimbun is a newspaper dedi-
cated to refuting the erroneous
and revealing the true for the
sake of kosen-rufu, and those
who deliver it each day are
working harder than anyone for
the sake of truth and justice.

Delivering the Seikyo Shim-
bun produces the same benefit
as working to introduce
Nichiren Daishonin’s Bud-
dhism to others. From the per-
spective of eternal life, you will
absolutely be a victor. You will
achieve a life-state of supreme
happiness without fail. Deliv-

ering the Seikyo Shimbun is
shakubuku, kosen-rufu, work-
ing to spread our network of
friendship and the expansion of
our movement.

I hope that all our Seikyo
Shimbun deliverers will take
care of themselves. Please
make sure you get enough
sleep, and use utmost prudence
and wisdom to avoid accidents
at all costs. My wife and I pray
earnestly every day for the
safety, good health, longevity
and good fortune of our “un-
crowned heroes.”

By achieving many victories,
we gain confidence and
good fortune.

Our fellow members
throughout the world are over-
joyed at the wonderful strides
we in Japan are making in our
struggle. Nonmembers, too—
people of intelligence and good
conscience around the globe —
are congratulating us on our ef-
forts. They are hoping, watch-
ing and waiting for us to score
an even greater victory.

It is always enjoyable to win.
By winning, we write a great
record of achievement. We gain
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confidence and good fortune.

It all depends upon our de-
termination. If we are going to
do something, we may as well
set big goals for ourselves and
brightly and positively strive to-
ward them.

I'hope thatall of you, as lead-
ers of our movement, will work
together with the regional lead-
ers and display brilliant leader-
ship in your respective areas,
advancing in such seamless
unity that all will acclaim you
in praise and wonder.

Incidentally, the unity of our
members across Japan—in
Kansai in particular— has
been superlative. Thank you
very much!

The honors the SGl is
receiving symbolize
worldwide kosen-rufu.

‘We have many SGI members
joining us today, hailing from
12 countries and territories.
Thank you for traveling from
so far away! There is an espe-
cially large contingent of mem-
bers from South Korea, Japan’s
neighbor across the sea. I am
delighted to see all of you.

Now, let us fly to the other

side of the world, to Brazil and
the Amazon rainforest, which is
known as “the womb of life.”
Congratulations for our suc-
cessful struggle in Japan have
also been pouring in from
Brazil. Even in Brazil, the
country furthest from Japan,
members are imbued with the
joy of our victory.

As you know, the area of the
Amazon River basin is the
largest of any river in the world.
[It encompasses some 2.3 mil-

The Amazon River basin is the largest of any river in the world. At its widest point, the Amazon River is 250 miles wide.

ToPICS FOR DISCUSSION MEETINGS

From This Speech:

Continually Striving

The famous French philosopher Henri Bergson
says, “The future belongs to those who work dili-
gently.” Those who spend their lives in shallow
amusements, who avoid difficulties and challenges,
who are spiritless and apathetic—in other words,
those who make no effort to create anything of value
in their lives — will have no future. A bright future be-
longs to those who keep striving and tirelessly ex-
erting themselves. The Soka Gakkai is advancing in
complete accord with these words of Bergson.

1) SGil President Ikeda says that “those who spend their
lives in shallow amusements, who avoid difficulties and
challenges, who are spiritless and apathetic—in other
words, those who make no effort to create anything of
value in their lives—will have no future.” Why do you
think Buddhism views avoiding difficulties and chal-
lenges as so destructive to a person’s growth? Why,
from the standpoint of Buddhism, does it run com-
pletely counter to human happiness to spend one’s life
pursuing shallow amusements? Do you have any ex-
periences where, by confronting difficulties and chal-
lenges head on, you were able experience the tremen-
dous power of faith in the Gohonzon?

2) President lkeda also says, “A bright future belongs
to those who keep striving and tirelessly exerting them-
selves.” Can you think of any passages from Nichiren
Daishonin’s writings or the Lotus Sutra that correspond
with this spirit of continuously exerting oneself to cre-
ate a valuable future for ourselves and others? Can you
think of any experiences where, through having to exert
yourself tirelessly in your practice, you were able to cre-
ate great value and expand your life?

Jack Fields/Corbit

lion square miles.] Itis 18 times
the size of Japan. At its widest
point, the river is 250 miles
wide —the approximate dis-
tance from Tokyo to Osaka.

The SGI-Brazil’s Amazon
Ecological Research Center is
located in Manaus, in the mid-
dle reaches of the river. In
May, earthenware artifacts —a
cooking pot and a section of a
taller vessel — were excavated
from the center’s site. Both are
thought to have been used by
the original inhabitants of the
region. The cooking pot, about
30 inches in diameter, was in
particularly good condition.
The section of the taller vessel
indicates that the original ves-
sel was about 25 inches in di-
ameter. They are thought to date
back 1,200 to 1,500 years. Ex-
perts at the University of Sdo
Paulo are scheduled to issue a
detailed evaluation of their age
and origin in mid-July.

A research laboratory is cur-
rently being constructed on the
center grounds, and it was in
clearing the land for construc-
tion that these precious arti-
facts were uncovered. Their
discovery has stirred consider-
able interest within the archae-
ological community.

The SGI-Brazil’s strong com-
mitment to preserving the re-
gion’s historical and cultural her-
itage, to transmitting that legacy
to future generations, was evi-
dent in the way it has made every
effort to ensure that the excava-
tion was conducted with great
care. These efforts have drawn
wide praise and support from
people in various fields.

I am deeply humbled to note
that the site at which the artifacts
were discovered has recently
been named the Dr. Daisaku
Ikeda Archeological Site. This
was the idea of Dr. Francisco
Jorge dos Santos, director of the

Amazonian Museum of the Uni-
versity of Amazonas in Manaus,
who has been overseeing the ex-
cavation. [ Director Santos writes
in a letter of notification: “Be-
cause of Dr. Daisaku Ikeda’s out-
standing contributions to the
Amazon and Brazil, and also be-
cause of his tireless struggle for
world peace, we recommend
that the site be named Dr.
Daisaku Ikeda Archeological
Site. In this way, we want to
honor this great humanist,
philosopher and thinker.”]

Enthusiastic cheers of sup-
port for our movement have also
arisen from the Amazon rain-
forest. It is for this reason that I
share this news with all of you.

Indeed, we continue to re-
ceive a stream of honors from
countries all around the globe.
This is a symbol, I believe, of
worldwide kosen-rufu in the
21st century. All of these hon-
ors will be passed on to the chil-
dren and grandchildren of all of
you, who are working so hard to
spread the Daishonin’s Bud-
dhism. I accept them as your
representative, hoping to pro-
mote the ideas of presidents
Makiguchi and Toda. That is my
sole motivation.

All of these honors are your
good fortune, and will go on to
be the good fortune of your
children and grandchildren.
Please also be aware that they
constitute the good fortune of
the Soka Gakkai, as well as
proof of our victory and the
rightness of our cause.

To be continued in the Aug. 3
issue.

SGI PRESIDENT IKEDA’S JULY 11 ENCOURAGEMENT

Spiritual Reformation
Leads to Nonviolence

‘Spiritual reformation is the only
way to realize the ideal of
nonviolence in today’s ailing
society, SGI President Ikeda says.
‘If world public opinion supports
this direction, the times will

change dramatically.

conference with visiting SGI representa-
tives, including SGI-USA General Direc-
tor Danny Nagashima, in Hachioji, Tokyo. “Spir-
itual reformation is the only way to realize the
ideal of nonviolence in today’s ailing society,”
President Ikeda said. “If world public opinion sup-

O n July 11, SGI President Ikeda attended a

ports this direction, the times will change dra-
matically. Our mission to spread Nichiren Dai-
shonin’s Buddhism, which elucidates the funda-
mental questions of life and death, is immense.”

The SGI president also emphasized that
“Wealth does not guarantee happiness. To be con-
cerned about appearances — constantly worrying
about others’ opinions, being obsessed about or-
ganizational position and so on—is to be a ‘spir-

itual slave.’ A true Buddhist is one who always re-
mains undaunted and advances unceasingly

toward kosen-rufu with the spirit of an unranked
fighter on the front lines.

“While always taking good care of your health
first and foremost, please steadily climb life’s as-
cending path toward improvement and growth,
one step at a time, and become people whose lives
shine with victory in your local communities.” IH
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Introducing SUA’s Development Team

ecause, it’s the greatest
B job in the world!” ex-

claims Carol Manley,
SUA’s new Development Di-
rector, when asked why she ap-
plied to work at Soka Univer-
sity of America. “Tears never
cease to well up as I crest the hill
to the campus. Every morning,
we who work at SUA are
greeted by this beautiful uni-
versity floating in the ocean
mist, fragrant and colorful
flowers and smiling faces. The
campus represents so much—
the realization of dreams, hope
for our future, a bastion of
peace and humanity, and more.

“I, personally, am over-
whelmed by the magnitude of
generosity and spirit which has
brought this idealistic plan into
fruition. As a development
professional for many years, I
have been privileged to help
expand services in education
and the arts to children and
adults; but I have never seen
such positive support as I have
witnessed at SUA.”

Carol and Coleen Scherf-
Ghara, Development Assistant,
feel that development is a ter-
rific vocation. “You enjoy the
honor of working with people
who are passionate to help and

Photos courtesy of SUA

Carol Manley (left) is SUA, Aliso Viejo's new Director of Development. You can
reach her at cmanley @soka.edu. Coleen Scherf-Ghara is the Assistant to the
Director of Development. Coleen can be reached at cscherfghara@soka.edu.

to give back to others,” Coleen
says. “We especially love work-
ing with older donors who have
enjoyed lifetimes of experi-
ences they often share to illus-
trate why they want to help
young students. These ordinary
people are brimming with
amazing stories of overcoming
hardships and survival. Often,
they have gone through many
difficulties in trying to achieve
an education — and truly wish
to make the way easier for oth-
ers. Teachers are especially in-
terested in how we at SUA will
teach, as well as what knowl-

edge and skills our students will
carry into the world. We are
continually amazed that, once
their families are secure, many
people focus their attention on
helping students they may
never meet— because they be-
lieve that education is the best
way to achieve a better world.”

“We were happy to see the
method the university set up so
that donors, over a period of
years, are able to combine their
donations to eventually reach
levels of giving where they can
have scholarships named after
loved ones,” Carol adds. “This

Student Scholarships and
Bequests —
Donations to:
Soka University of America
Development Office
One University Drive
Aliso Viejo, CA 92656-
4105

Cash, Stock, Retirement,
Estates, Donations of Prop-
erty, Namings —
Questions to:
Carol or Coleen
949 / 480-4072 (phone)
949 / 480-4001 (fax)
cmanley@soka.edu

enables a person or group to
focus their efforts over a period
of time to accomplish levels of
giving which are then publicly
recognized in Founders Hall,
and finally, in naming a schol-
arship that memorializes a
loved one, forever. Again, we
are fortunate to receive the calls
from the family and friends of
those to be honored and to hear
about the loving deeds of their
lives.” According to Coleen, “If
you really want to experience
the best in human nature, you
should work in the development
office at SUA, where there is

joy, even in the midst of loss.”

‘When asked about fundrais-
ing, Carol states: “One of the
great things about the United
States is the generous reward
contributors receive for sup-
porting education. This gives
the individual, family or foun-
dation incentive to help oth-
ers. I like that donors are re-
warded as well as recognized
for doing good deeds. U.S. tax
laws favor charitable giving,
and, with proper planning, can
actually make terrific finan-
cial sense for donors in their
stock investment, estate and
retirement planning. We are
happy to work with you, your
family and/or your legal
and/or financial advisor(s) to
achieve your financial and
charitable goals.”

Carol adds: “To truly expe-
rience Soka University you
should visit the campus. I love
it best just after a rain, when
lavender scent fills the air and
rainbows frame the canyons —
it is so magnificent, I cannot
find words to describe it. You
have to visit to truly appreciate
what our donors have accom-
plished. Soon the students will
be here, and we can truly get to
work!”

Admission and Financial
Aid Deadlines for SUA,

AV Class of 2002

Early Admission Deadlines

Sept. 1,2001
Oct. 1, 2001
Oct. 13,2001
Oct. 15,2001
Dec. 1, 2001

TOEFL exams must be completed
All application documents postmarked
SAT exams must be completed
All financial aid documents postmarked
Announcement of early admission decisions

Regular Admission Deadlines

Dec. 15,2001
Jan. 15,2002
March 1, 2002
March 15,2002

TOEFL exams must be completed

All application documents postmarked

All financial aid documents postmarked
Announcement of regular admission decisions

Photo by GREGORY NAKASUJI

Families enjoy a tour of the SUA, Aliso Viejo campus, May 5.



Send in your questions, and
we'll share the answers!

Question:

The 2002 View book says
that all international students
need to send official tran-
scripts to an agency called
ACEI. What is ACEI and
what does it do?

Answer:

ACEI stands for Acade-
mic Credentials Evaluation
Institute, Inc. located in Bev-
erly Hills, Calif. ACEI eval-
uates foreign student tran-
scripts of grades, national
examinations, mark sheets
and certificates. SUA re-
quires that all students com-
plete the equivalent of 12
years of schooling in a col-
lege preparatory school pro-
gram prior to Fall 2002.
Since countries have differ-
ent school systems, ACEI
has become very important
in helping SUA better un-
derstand other country’s
grading systems. To learn
more about ACEI or to make
application for an evaluation,
please visit the agency’s Web
site at www.aceil.com or
email acei@aceil.com.
Please send certified true
copies (in English) of your
secondary school record to
ACEI, notto SUA. It can take
four to six weeks for the eval-
uation to be processed before
it is mailed to SUA from

ACEI, so please “Plan
Ahead!”

Question:

I live in Mexico. Is it true
that all documents have to be
sent to SUA in English? I
asked my principal if he
would translate my high
school record, since it is writ-
ten in Spanish. He is bilin-
gual and has a high level of
English understanding. Will
SUA accept this?

Answer:

All application materials
must be translated and sent
to SUA and to ACEI in Eng-
lish. Your principal can
translate your high school
record only if he is a profes-
sor or instructor of English
in your school or university.
If he is not, then the Min-
istry of Education in your
country does not recognize
the translation as “official.”
Public translators may also
be used so long as they are
authorized and recognized
by the Ministry of Education
in any given country.

If you have questions of
any kind about SUA, please
send them to SUA at either
admission@soka.edu or
info@soka.edu. We will use
this World Tribune column
to share our answers with
others who might have the
same questions.
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Photo by GERRY HALL

Founders Hall surrounded by wildflowers on the SUA, Aliso Viejo campus.

SUA Family Tour Day, Aug. 4

for a chance to see the new

SUA, Aliso Viejo campus,
Aug. 4 is your chance. SUA’s
staff and faculty will be on
hand to answer questions and
assist with self-guided walk-
ing tours that will give parents,
students, interested friends
and neighbors a chance to go
inside key buildings.

If you have been looking

Here is the schedule:

9:00 a.m.— Noon
Self-guided Walking Tours
(SUA provides the map!)

10:00 and 11:00 a.m.

Student and Parent Q-and-A
session

SUA Family Tour Day Reservation Form I

Name

Address

Phone number

E-mail address

Number of other people attending withyou?

How many prospective students will be in your group?

Will anyone in your group need special assistance for the tour?
If so, please let us know how we can assist you:

Please return to:  Family Tour Day Reservations

Soka University, Aliso Viejo

1 University Drive, Aliso Viejo, CA 92656
Fax: (949) 480-4001

e o e e e e -

To subscribe to the

World Tribune or Living

Buddhism via the Web,

visit www.sgisubs.com

e Grass has been planted
on the campus green.

o All landscaping is near
completion at residence
halls, Alumni Center and
Athenaeum.

e Temporary certificate

of occupancy permit has
been issued for Founders
Hall.
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Treasuring the World’s Young People

Dialogues
on Peace

‘Treasuring young
people is the mark of
a genuine leader.
Authoritarian leaders
sacrifice and
skillfully exploit the
youth. This was true
in the past, and it
remains true today.’

nMay 22, SGI President
O Ikeda paid a courtesy
call on President Oluse-
gun Obasanjo of the Federal Re-
public of Nigeria at the State
Guest House in Moto-Akasaka,
Tokyo. This was their fourth
meeting, and the first since April
1999, at which time Mr.
Obasanjo was president-elect.
At the outset of their 40-
minute exchange, President
Ikeda congratulated the Niger-
ian leader on the keynote lec-
ture he had given that morning
at the United Nations Univer-
sity’s 2001 Africa Day sympo-
sium on the “Millennium
Africa Recovery Plan.” In the
speech, President Obasanjo ex-
pressed confidence that Africa
would make great contributions
to the world. He affirmed that
the continent’s abundant natural

Courtesy of SEIKYO PRESS
T

SGI President Ikeda and other SGI leaders talk with President Olusegun Obasanjo of the Federal Republic of Nigeria
and senior Nigerian officials at the Akasaka State Guesthouse in central Tokyo, May 22.

resources, unspoiled natural
habitat, rain forests and rich
cultural heritage are an asset be-
longing to all humankind.

Mr. Obasanjo stressed the
importance of a strong com-
mitment to nonviolence and
cited Nigeria’s peaceful tran-
sition from military dictator-
ship to democracy. He de-
scribed such developments in
Africa as a sign of hope for
both the present and the fu-
ture. Praising these comments,
President Ikeda agreed that
Africa’s recovery would lead

to the revitalization of the
world, and of humanity.

In 1976, Nigeria’s leader
General Murtala Muhammad
was assassinated, and Mr.
Obasanjo, then 38, succeeded
him as head of state. During the
next three years, he introduced
free elementary school educa-
tion and established a number
of universities. He also worked
to promote agriculture and re-
build the nation’s finances.

In what was perhaps his most
important achievement, Mr.
Obasanjo promoted the adoption

Subscribe yourself or share it with a friend.

To subscribe, visit www.sgisubs.com or send in the order form below with your payment enclosed. No cash,
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of a new constitution enshrining
the principle of the sovereignty
of the people, thus opening the
way to democratic rule. In 1979,
true to his word, General
Obasanjo transferred power to
an elected civilian government
and retired from politics, bring-
ing an end to the military regime
that had ruled the country for 13
years. He was the first Nigerian
leader to step down to make way
for democracy.

Nigeria’s first civilian gov-
ernment remained in power for
only four years. The military
regime that succeeded it, which
swept to power with a 1983
coup d’état, was marked by cor-
ruption, embezzlement of pub-
lic funds and brutal suppression
of human rights.

In 1995, Mr. Obasanjo fell
out of favor with the ruling
regime for criticizing its dicta-
torial policies. He was arrested
on trumped-up charges, sen-
tenced to death by a secret tri-
bunal, and then incarcerated in
the notorious Yola prison.

In the aftermath of Mr.
Obasanjo’s arrest, a number of
world leaders issued appeals for
his release, including then
South African President Nelson
Mandela, former U.S. President
Jimmy Carter, and former
British Prime Minister Mar-
garet Thatcher. This resulted in
his sentence being commuted
to 15 years. He regained his
freedom with the death of the
dictator General Sani Abacha
in 1998. And the following year
he was elected president.

Mr. Ikeda brought up Presi-
dent Obasanjo’s address at the

Millennium Summit of the U.N.
General Assembly last Septem-
ber, in which he had stated:
“The new Millennium is being
shaped by forces of globaliza-
tion that are turning our world
into a village. Thus the new mil-
lennium will demand of us,
more than ever before, to live
and work together as members
of one human family....Global-
ization has to be seen to mean
the eradication of poverty. And
then, and only then, will the true
spirit of good neighborliness
reign in the new global village.”
The SGI leader praised this
speech as articulating a philos-
ophy for all people in the 21st
century, and stressed that lead-
ers must put these principles
into practice.

Mr. Obasanjo demurred,
saying that he was simply a
“child of a village.” In a vil-
lage, he explained, people
know one another, they help
each other, they exchange
greetings, they treasure each
person, and they seek to help
those who are facing difficul-
ties. He said he wished to ex-
pand this model to the global
community; to make it possible
for all people to value one an-
other as they do in a village.
President Ikeda observed that
the idea of taking a practicable
principle and expanding it
throughout society is analo-
gous to the way the teachings of
Buddhism are expounded.

The SGI leader praised Pres-
ident Obasanjo’s speech at the
celebration marking the 40th
anniversary of Nigeria’s inde-
pendence last October, in which
he said: “I entertain great hope
in and have much respect for
our youth. I do not disdain the
youth or youthfulness.... [ know
that the young must have a
voice and that the young shall
grow, which is what keeps the
world going.”

Lauding the Nigerian presi-
dent’s spirit of love and respect
for the youth, Mr. Ikeda said:
“Treasuring young people is the
mark of a genuine leader. Au-
thoritarian leaders sacrifice and
skillfully exploit the youth. This
was true in the past, and it re-
mains true today. There is an
unmistakable difference be-
tween a genuine leader and a
despot. Whether someone loves
the youth is clear from whether
they put energy into education.”
He also quoted President
Obasanjo as saying that educa-
tion is the ultimate means for
changing society, and called
these profound words.
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‘JEWELED
SWORD’

VOLUME 8, CHAPTER 2, PARTS 23-24

‘Students today tend to be concerned only with
their personal happiness,’ says Shin’ichi Ya-
mamoto. ‘We mustn’t live without beliefs, with-
out philosophy, ignoring the questions of how to
improve society and the world and what it is to
live a meaningful life. If young people live this way,
in the end they will suffer, as will society at large.’

ext at his Kyoto
University lecture,
Shin’ichi Yamamoto in-

vited questions from the stu-
dent division members. The
first person to raise his hand
was Eikichi Uehata, a sopho-
more in literature. He had thick,
dark eyebrows and strong fea-
tures, and there was a pensive
air about him. “I’m thinking of
studying modern philosophy,”
he said, “and am wondering if,
from the perspective of
Nichiren Daishonin’s Bud-
dhism, there is any value in
that.” Uehata had been ques-
tioning the meaning of learning
philosophy at the university
level for some time.
Shin’ichi’s response was
clear: “Philosophy taught at
universities today is for the
purpose of broadening one’s
knowledge; it is training for the
intellect. To put it plainly, the

purpose of studying such sub-
jects these days is to enable you
to acquire a degree or title. This
is the problem with current
university education in general.

“What is the true purpose
of studying philosophy? It is to
learn how to live, and how to
establish a state of unsur-
passed joy and fulfillment.
Only the Daishonin’s Bud-
dhism offers such a great phi-
losophy. Buddhism is a
supreme philosophy of life. It
is a teaching firmly rooted in
daily life that can bring happi-
ness to all people. So Bud-
dhism is the basis. If you study
the Daishonin’s Buddhism
thoroughly, you will gain pen-
etrating insight into all things.

“However, you will still need
to acquire knowledge and in-
tellect to become active leaders
in society. Faith is the key to
tapping the wisdom that will

EVOLUTION

SGI President lkeda’s novelized history of the Soka Gakkai

lllustration by KENICHIRO UCHIDA

help you put
that knowl-
edge to the
best use. If
you base
yourself on
faith, noth-
ing you do
will be
wasted.”
Shin’ichi
then looked
straight at
Uehata and
said: “In
your case,
now is the
time to put
energy into
your univer-
sity studies.
Your time at
university is

short. If life

is like a marathon, then
school is like a sprint,
don’t you think?”

As soon as Shin’ichi had an-
swered Uehata’s question, an-
other hand shot up. This time it
was Isamu Nomura, who asked:
“Atthe student division general
meeting the other day, you en-
couraged us to be people of
‘backbone’ and life force who
always base ourselves on faith.
What exactly do you mean by
being a person of backbone?”

Shin’ichi smiled, nodded
and said: “I mean to live mag-
nanimously, with strong con-
viction and composure. People
are easily affected by their cir-

o A

cumstances. For example, if
you spend your days working
part-time jobs, living on noth-
ing but junk food, narrowly
squeezing in time for your
studies, you yourselfare likely
to become a person of narrow
vision and capacity.”

he members listened in-
I tently to Shin’ichi: “Stu-
dents today tend to be
concerned only with their per-
sonal happiness. I am worried
about this trend among young
people. We mustn’t live without
beliefs, without philosophy, ig-
noring the questions of how to
improve society and the world
and what it is to live a mean-
ingful life. If young people live
this way, in the end they will
suffer, as will society at large.

“So how can we become
people of backbone, of great
caliber? We need to revolu-
tionize the state of our lives.
‘We must do our human revolu-
tion. If you chant daimoku
earnestly and work for kosen-
rufu together with the Soka
Gakkai, your life will naturally
develop and you will become a
person of real substance.

“The Soka Gakkai is the only
organization that is nurturing
people in this way and taking
responsibility for the future of
humanity. That’s why [ urge you
to stick with the Soka Gakkai!

“You are young, and you
may think that there is still a
long, long road ahead of you,
but life passes by in a flash.
Time really does fly. Ithas been
said that life is a one-way

ticket, and that is very true. We
may wish to return to our
younger years, but we can’t.

“But you have encountered
this faith and are striving to cre-
ate the best life possible. It is my
sincerest wish that you will all
live wonderful and dignified
lives to the very end.”

After responding to a few
more questions, Shin’ichi con-
tinued to express his feelings: “I
hope that great scholars, scien-
tists and political leaders will
emerge from this group. I will
be supporting you wholeheart-
edly, so please be confident and
follow my lead. At times I may
be strict about matters concern-
ing faith, but that is because I
have your best interests in mind.
Iam truly praying for the growth
and progress of the youth, of all
of'you. Lintend to do everything
I can to ensure that in 10, 20 or
30 years you will be playing ac-
tive roles in all spheres of en-
deavor the world over.

“You are my treasures. You
will build a new century with
your own hands. Let’s do it to-
gether. Let’s always stick to-
gether. Please keep that spirit,
even after you’ve graduated.”

Shin’ichi then shook the
members” hands. Praying in his
heart for the growth of these
young “eagles,” he grasped
their hands firmly, warmly en-
couraging each one.

Daisaku Ikeda appears in the
novel as Shin’ichi Yamamoto.
The events take place in 1963.
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EXPERIENCE — SAMUEL COHN, AUSTIN, TEXAS

CREATING SOKA EDUCATION IN A
MAJOR RESEARCH UNIVERSITY

at Texas A & M University

and have practiced Bud-
dhism since 1990. Before I
started chanting, I was an ex-
treme example of the arrogant,
elitist professor. The only thing
that mattered was research, and
research was meant to show
how everyone else in the uni-
verse was wrong. My mission in
life was to be smarter than any-
one else and to demonstrate this
by pointing out the intellectual
errors of other students, profes-
sors and the general public.

I was very smart, and 1 did
find alot of errors. This brought
me great occupational success,
isolation from virtually every-
one in the world and a life-state
alternating between learning,
anger and despair.

One of the consequences of
chanting is that it changes your
priorities, often not in ways that
you expect or plan. I had gotten
into Buddhism for intellectual
reasons. I wanted answers to
deep, metaphysical questions.
got the original benefit I sought
practically immediately. The
Gohonzon taught me more
about how the universe oper-
ates in my first year of chanting
than I had learned in 18 years of
college and university study.

Surprisingly, however, my
personality began to change as
well. Suddenly, I was not at war
with everybody trying to show
they were idiots. Research and
truth continued to matter—as
they continue to matter to me to
this day. But helping people
also began to matter—even
people who were not going to
become college professors.

One day, my chair asked if |
would become an undergradu-
ate adviser. This is viewed as an
unprestigious job in many uni-
versities. In the old days, I
would have turned this down as
an impediment to my research.
Instead, I took the position and
made a determination to com-
mit myselfto undergraduate re-
form. I wanted to create a soci-
ology program that would make
people happy and would help
them achieve their life goals.

I'had read the writings of first
Soka Gakkai president Tsu-
nesaburo Makiguchi before I

I am a professor of sociology

Samuel Cohn in his office at Texas A&M University.

made this determination. How-
ever, I had put them in the back
of my mind and forgotten about
them. It was only later, after the
reform program was under way,
that I reacquainted myself with
Makiguchi’s Education for Cre-
ative Living and realized how
much thatbook had affected me.
Almost everything that I had
pushed forat Texas A & M came
straight out of Makiguchi in
some way. Study, like faith and
practice, sometimes has incon-
spicuous effects; you do not re-
alize what you have learned until
it shows up later in your life.

Makiguchi taught that edu-
cation is supposed to involve
value creation. It needs to have
a larger purpose. It is supposed
to address a student’s real life
needs. Education should incor-
porate experiences from the stu-
dent’s actual lived experiences,
preparing them to be global cit-
izens. Soka education, in its
more modern manifestation, en-
courages students to embrace
cultural diversity. There is also
an emphasis on meaningful
mentor—disciple relations. I
wanted to see some version of
all of these at Texas A & M.

I began to push for a set of
changes in undergraduate pol-
icy that represented a manifes-
tation of these ideas. Texas A &
M is a public institution and, as
such, avoids even the appear-

ance of including religious ma-
terials in its teaching program.
To the extent that there is any re-
ligious expression at all, this ex-
pression is conservative and
Christian. My chanting kept me
focused on the humanistic fea-
tures of Soka education—re-
forms that could be accepted by
everyone regardless of religion.

[ formed a committee and had
it staffed with faculty who would
be willing to work to make a dif-
ference in our program. The first
reform however, was personal. [
had to upgrade the quality of my
own undergraduate advising.
Most advisers in public univer-
sities see their mission narrowly
as explaining the formal regula-
tions of their respective major.
My daimoku encouraged me to
expand this role dramatically to
include seeing that each student’s
education had a larger purpose.

Whenever a student enters
our program, we now take an
hour or more with the student,
asking, “What do you want to
accomplish with this educa-
tion?” Sometimes students
have an answer; sometimes
they do not. I work to develop
programs of courses for those
students with a plan, to qualify
them for their particular career
or life-goal; I work with the in-
decisive students develop a
long-term strategy and a sense
of who they are.

Our committee then upgraded
the quality of our internship pro-
grams. Internships deal with the
need of students for occupational
training, and also integrate
schoolwork with actual life ex-
perience. We now have one of
the largest sociology internship
programs in the country.

Most schools treat intern-
ships as cheap off-site learn-
ing— in the spirit of “pay your
tuition, then please go away.”
We instead put real content into
our internships. Employers are
expected to teach high-level
skills to our students — or they
do not receive another intern.
Students must attend a seminar,
in which they integrate past
coursework with their observa-
tions, and write a paper that
combines sociological theories
with their experiences.

We created an undergraduate
research fellowship. We take
our top students and pay them to
work one on one with our best
professors. The professors have
to compete for the rights to get
a student by writing a proposal
explaining what advanced skills
they intend to teach their stu-
dents. The normal outcome is
that the student should be able
to obtain publication in a legit-
imate scientific journal.

The mentoring in this pro-
gram is clearly paying off.
Texas A & M sociology under-
graduates are developing a na-
tional reputation for research
excellence. This year, several
Texas A & M sociology under-
graduates were invited to
Puerto Ricoand Los Angeles to
present the results of their com-
pleted work.

We have also instituted pro-
grams in race and ethnicity, gen-
der and global sociology. We
have redesigned the introduc-
tory sociology course to em-
phasize the causal principles
that affect American and non-
American societies alike. We
have put in six new courses, re-
vitalizing faculty teaching by al-
lowing them to teach what they
love rather than what is on the
books. Academic performance
has gone sky high. Sociology
department students used to
have the lowest GPA in the col-
lege. In two years, our GPA

jumped to above the college av-
erage, as bright students have
flocked to sociology as a major.

Our innovations are being
widely recognized and imi-
tated. Key members of our ad-
vising team have been hired
away by other departments in
our university who wish to
change their policies to resem-
ble ours. Our program has been
written up in the American So-
ciological Association’s profes-
sional journal Footnotes and is
getting its own chapter in a
book on innovative undergrad-
uate education. We have been
invited several times to speak to
audiences of sociologists at
other institutions about the im-
provements we have made in
our program. A scholar from
the University of Utrecht came
to visit me recently to discuss
prospects of introducing some
of these reforms into Dutch
higher education.

One of'the surprising aspects
of these changes is how uncon-
troversial they were. Nearly
every Soka reform we sug-
gested was enthusiastically sup-
ported by the university. My
Buddhist practice not only en-
couraged me to be steadfast in
my goal, but I was also gener-
ally in a high life-condition
when I came to work. I also
firmly believe that much of my
victory is due to the fact that
Soka education is just a good
idea. Resistance is low when the
programs you are promoting are
fundamentally sound and bene-
fit everybody.

Makiguchi’s principles could
be instituted in many institu-
tions of higher education be-
sides Texas A & M. We merely
need to chant enough to want to
make a difference, and then the
intrinsic merits of Soka educa-
tion will sell themselves.

SGI-USA On
The Web!

For information about
SGI-USA, please visit our
official Web site at
www.sgi-usa.org. The site
includes information on
the organization’s activi-
ties, history and publica-
tions, as well as an intro-
duction to Nichiren
Daishonin’s Buddhism.
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Educators and Academics Conference
Emphasizes the ‘Power of One’

Photo by CHERYL UTLEY

By ARLAANA BLACK, DONNA DAVIS
AND CHERYL UTLEY

CULTURE DEPARTMENT CORRESPONDENTS

he inter-connectedness
I of oneselfand nature and
the importance of the
single individual —the “ma-
jority of one” —were two
themes prevalent and richly ex-
emplified in this year’s Educa-
tors and Academics Conference
at the Florida Nature and Cul-
ture Center, held from June 28
through July 1.

Attended by 135 members
from the educators and acade-
mics division, including an in-
ternational representative from
Panama, 10 youth division
members and one retired edu-
cator, the conference was filled
with meaningful dialogue, im-
portant field trips and an exhil-
arating talent show.

The goal for this year was how
to put the theories of Soka edu-
cation into practice. SGI Presi-
dent Ikeda’s recent education
proposal, entitled “Building a
Society that Serves the Essential
Needs of Education,” was used
as the foundation for the confer-
ence, wherein he emphasized
the human revolution of each
teacher as the key component to
revolutionizing education.

Kathleen Dockett, co-coor-
dinator of the conference, de-
vised the acronym PEACCCE
GAP (Passion, Endurance, Af-
fection, Courage, Compassion,
Confidence, Effort and Glow-
ing Appealing Personality) to

<Y

Participants enjoy the Educators and Academics Conference at the FNCC.

help everyone capture the spirit
of the conference; and the par-
ticipants selected the one qual-
ity they most wanted to develop
in their lives.

There were five sessions
and several experiences. Ses-
sion 1, a panel discussion by
Washington, D.C., members
entitled “What is Soka Edu-
cation?,” emphasized its es-
sential five points: happiness
of the learner; developing
wisdom from understanding
the inter-relationships in life;
deep respect for the learner;
the importance of learners be-
coming global citizens; and
the importance of becoming
truly humanistic educators.
This was followed by a lec-
ture by Masao Yokota, presi-
dent of the Boston Research
Center and senior advisor of

the Culture Department.

Mr. Yokota reported at length
about the activities and bonds
developing between SGI Pres-
ident Ikeda and the Thoreau So-
ciety as part of a global vision
for the next 200 years.

“Thoreau’s idea of self-re-
liance was to rely on the divine
power within oneself,” Mr.
Yokota said. “This for us means
Buddhahood. We need to
deeply examine the selfthat ex-
ists in the depths of our lives.
‘The Majority of One’ means
one person awakening to the
meaning of life.”

Session 2, entitled “Trailblaz-
ing Soka Education,” by SGI-
USA Educators Division Leader
Monte Joffee, was followed by
various breakout groups where
in-depth discussions ensued.
Sessions included school vio-

lence; flight from learning;
restoring human bonds; alien-
ation from nature; technology;
testing; and bureaucracy.

Session 3, “Soka Educators
as Change Agents,” allowed the
participants to have a healthy
exchange of experiences by
splitting into affinity groups:
academics; new teachers; high
school; middle school; elemen-
tary education, early childhood;
special ed/TESL; and commu-
nity and family.

Session 4 gave in-depth
glimpses of Soka Education
and was entitled, “Soka Edu-
cation: Models and Theories:
Honing our Capability as Soka
Educators.”

Session 5, “Creating Soka
Education,” included work-
shops that demonstrated Soka
education in action, and fo-
cussed on issues of diversity,
nature, and the community.
One workshop showed how
Makiguchian principles are ef-
fectively being employed to
generate excitement in the SGI-
USA Boys and Girls Group.

This conference not only
brought educators and acade-
mics significantly closer to per-
meating and infusing their own
lives and society with the ideals
of Soka education, it also
clearly demonstrated that the
dream to realize a Makiguchi-
based educational system is
quite attainable.

— Monte Joffee contributed to
this article.

SGI PRESIDENT IKEDA’S MESSAGE TO THE EDUCATORS AND ACADEMICS CONFERENCE
AT THE FNCC, JUNE 28-JuLy 1

Shine With Life’s Abundant Vigor

o all of you, my dear
T friends of the SGI-USA

educators and academics
divisions, who bring the light of
hopeto the 21st Century through
humanistic education— let me
express my heartfelt congratu-
lations on this gathering of seek-
ing minds! I sincerely thank you
for your noble, untiring dedica-
tion day in and day out.

First Soka Gakkai president
Tsunesaburo Makiguchi once
said: “Education cannot be suc-
cessful without the most excel-

lent, outstanding human re-
sources. Education is the high-
est, most difficult skill and art
of human life, for it is directed
toward the most precious ob-
ject in the world, that is, the
supreme treasure called life.”
Education becomes possible
only through earnest interac-
tion and collaboration among
persons of character. So I ask
that each of you pray more than
anyone for the development and
happiness of your students and
challenge yourself to revolu-

tionize the state of your life.
As Nichiren Daishonin
states, “The purpose of the ap-
pearance in this world of
Shakyamuni Buddha, the lord
of teachings, lies in his behav-
ior as a human being” (The
Writings of Nichiren Daisho-
nin, p. 852). The enlightenment
of'a Buddha becomes apparent
nowhere but in his or her hu-
mane conduct. So shine with
life’s abundant vigor and,
through your wisdom, send
forth the refreshing breeze of an

educational Renaissance into
American society!

Upon your shoulders rests the
noble mission to bring the future
to blossom in the 21st century
and beyond. You are so precious
and worthy. I am seriously pray-
ing every day for your excellent
health and further success.
Please convey my sincerest re-
gards to your families and
friends, whom I deeply love.

June 28, 2001
Daisaku lkeda
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FROM FESTIVAL, 1

from all over the state, with youth from the SGI-
USA making up 20 percent. Duncan Sheik, SGI-
USA member and popular recording artist, was
the featured headliner, stopping in Hawaii from
his world tour to perform at the two festival
shows in support of VOV.

The blended voices of the performers and au-
dience rang out Beethoven’s “Ode to Joy” dur-
ing the finale, with a very special version per-
formed by the 200 voice First Samoan
Congregation Christian Church of American cording artist and ¢
Samoa in their native Samoan language. i s the audience with a

“It was nice to see the efforts of so many peo- :
ple promoting and working for a better future
for youth around the world,” said Lance Ikawa
of Kupono Kane, a Hawaiian band that per-
formed in the festival. “We will always support
VOV because it is our future and we need to take
care of it.”

“I enjoyed being part of the Samoan dance,”
said 10-year old Rashad Matthews. “My mother
cried when I danced because we are Samoan, and
she was so proud of me. The SGI-USA members
treated me like I was part of their family.”

Adding pageantry to the event was a very dis-
tinguished guest, King Tauf-Ahau Tupou IV, who
traveled thousands of miles from his island king-
dom of Tonga to join the evening festivities.

Promotion for the festival created many new
partnerships. A ticket booth was setup at the Ala
Moana Shopping Center, the largest mall in
Hawaii, as well as a telephone hotline for in-
formation. Media coverage of the festival was
outstanding, with newspaper articles appear-
ing before and after the event. Another first was
a public service announcement announcing the
festival and VOV theme created by FOX 2 TV,
which ran on all major TV stations. Interviews
with SGI-USA youth gave local TV personali-
ties opportunities to discuss VOV and the im-
portant concept of passive violence, the latent
cause for active and physical violence. Duncan
" Sheik also appeared on both radio and TV sup-

@ porting VOV, wearing his purple ribbon.

: “Ireally enjoyed the festival,” said Mel Whang,
an exhibitor from Family Planning Services.
“Everywhere I went, the staff was helpful and
cordial. I was very impressed by everything. Now
that [ understand what VOV is all about, I will def-
initely promote others to join in.”

The commitment of the youth standing to-
gether for the sake of peace provided a model
for all who witnessed their efforts. United in
their stand against violence, they are looking
Girls Group : y forward to continuing the VOV momentum in
Rock You. 1 ] Hawaii.

. VY
Dancing the hula ‘Pua Tuberose.’

 Hawai tate Balet dancers perform Eclpse?” |
= = .- — o
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