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What is the Buddhist
view of benefit?

The idea of benefit, in
terms of our daily prac-

tice of Nichiren Daishonin’s
Buddhism, originally stems
from the Japanese word ku-
doku, a transliteration of the
Sanskrit word guna. Both sig-
nify benefit as expounded in
Buddhism, the focus being our
innate ability to invite benefit
into our lives. They also sig-
nify what we gain from the

good causes we make.
I want to shed light on the

concept of benefit from five dif-
ferent perspectives. First, while
it has been traditionally said that
there are two types of benefit,
conspicuous and inconspicu-
ous, inconspicuous benefit is
primary in the practice of the
Daishonin’s Buddhism. Al-

What Is Benefit? though conspicuous benefit
often plays a crucial role in de-
veloping our faith, inconspicu-
ous benefit grows in our lives as
our good fortune. This fortune
is an aspect of our Buddhahood;
it is cultivated within through
sincere, serious practice.

Second, Buddhist benefit
comes from countering evil.
The Daishonin states in the
“Record of the Orally Trans-
mitted Teachings” that “the el-
ement ku [in kudoku] means
eliminating evil, while the el-
ement doku means producing
good” (Gosho Zenshu, p. 762).
The intent of Buddhist prac-
tice is, after all, to awaken our-
selves and others from our at-
tachment to shallow views and
emotions. We ourselves di-
minish negativity and produce
great value in our lives and so-
ciety through our practice for
ourselves and others.

Third, Buddhist benefit is
equal to purifying our six
senses — in other words, our
lives. The Daishonin states:
“Benefit means to attain Bud-

dhahood as we are. It also means
to purify the six senses. We can
gain the benefit of the purifica-
tion of the six senses if we prac-
tice the Lotus Sutra exactly as it
teaches” (Gosho Zenshu, p.
762). Purifying the six senses is
synonymous with purifying our
lives and developing ultimate
strength within ourselves.

Fourth, Buddhist benefit can
only be revealed through our
strong faith. In “The Real As-
pect of the Gohonzon,” the Dai-
shonin states: “Mandala is a
Sanskrit word that is translated
as ‘perfectly endowed’ or ‘a
cluster of blessings.’ This Go-
honzon also is found only in
the two characters for faith.
This is what the sutra means
when it states that one can ‘gain
entrance through faith alone’”
(The Writings of Nichiren Dai-
shonin, p. 832). This passage
points out the truth that chant-
ing Nam-myoho-renge-kyo
with faith in its power is the
real key — nothing else can tap
all the benefits contained in the
Law of Myoho-renge-kyo.

Fifth, we gain benefit for
ourselves by benefiting others.
Buddhism encourages us to
develop our unique traits in
order to fulfill our individual
mission to spread Buddhism.
The Daishonin thus says in
“The Heritage of the Ultimate
Law of Life” that “the function
of fire is to burn and give light.
The function of water is to
wash away filth. The winds
blow away dust and breathe life
in to  p lants ,  animals ,  and
human beings. The earth pro-
duces the grasses and trees,
and heaven provides nourish-
ing moisture. The five charac-
ters of Myoho-renge-kyo are
also like that. They are the
cluster of blessings brought 
by the Bodhisattvas of the
Earth...” (WND, 218). 

The great benef it of this
practice can never reach the
people unless we who know of
it are willing to share it. From
making this greatest of good
causes, we naturally experience
the most profound benefit the
Mystic Law has to offer.   WT

thority, and their resolve cre-
ated the foundation of today’s
Soka Gakkai. Manifesting this
kind of uncommon courage
and compassion is, I believe,
what SGI President Ikeda
means by “victory.”

Yet, like any long-term strug-
gle, each day brings new threats
and new opportunities for
growth. The price of liberty is
eternal vigilance, and that is also
the price of a happy, robust life.
“Strengthen your faith day by
day and month after month,” the
Daishonin therefore teaches.
“Should you slacken in your re-
solve even a bit, demons will
take advantage” (WND, 997).

When we strive for kosen-
rufu with such resolve, we il-
luminate the three evil paths
with the light of Buddhahood.
By raising our life-condition,
we begin to view our personal
sufferings in the three paths of
Hell, Hunger and Animality —
objectively, as if looking down
on them from high above. The
primary difference between a
Buddha and common mortal is
that the former never, ever for-
gets that he or she is a Buddha
with a freely chosen mission to
battle suffering wherever and
whenever possible. Every day,
our practice of gongyo and
daimoku, our study and our
efforts to lift the spirits of oth-
ers are, in many respects, a

BY GEOFF ROHDE
SACRAMENTO REGION LEADER

Welcome to the three 
evil paths — Hell,
Hunger and Animality.

Hell is incessant suffering, a
state of total discouragement,
depression and despair. “Aban-
don hope all ye who enter
here,” wrote Dante, depicting
the utter hopelessness of hell.
In “Letter to Niike,” Nichiren
Daishonin writes that a person
in the state of hell “is no dif-
ferent from a monkey on a
s t r i n g ”  ( T h e  W r i t i n g s  o f
Nichiren Daishonin, p. 1026).

Hunger is never having
enough, a state of always want-
ing more, greedily pursuing
money, cars, sex, parties or
power. As the Daishonin puts it,
“The realm of hungry spirits is
a pitiful place  where, driven by
starvation, they devour their
own children” (WND, 1026).

Animality is the Law of the
Jungle, where the strong devour
the weak but cower before the
powerful. When blind instinct
alone forms the basis of one’s ac-
tions, it is inevitable that tragic
consequences will follow. We

can wind up compromising with
evil, being led the wrong way by
unjust authority. Genocidal ter-
ror, most recently in Africa and
Asia, is a bleak reminder that
great evil requires the active or
tacit cooperation of many people
blindly following authority.

Practicing Buddhism cor-
rectly and transforming society
and human history in the
process require that we control
the hopelessness, greed, fool-
ishness and servility associated
with the three evil paths from
our lives. The Daishonin thus
asks his disciples to “summon
up the courage of a lion king
and never succumb to threats
from anyone” (WND, 997).

Soka Gakkai presidents
Tsunesaburo Makiguchi and
Josei Toda courageously stood
up to military and priestly au-

The Three Evil Paths constant reminder to us of
who we really are.

In “Happiness in this World,”
the Daishonin encourages us to
“suffer what there is to suffer,
enjoy what there is to enjoy. Re-
gard both suffering and joy as
facts of life, and continue chant-
ing Nam-myoho-renge-kyo, no
matter what happens” (WND,
680). Our sufferings and joys
are as much a part of the glori-
ously shining universe as a
rainbow, as a sunset, as a Walt 
Whitman poem, as a Mozart
concerto. Using the sorrows
and sufferings of the three evil
paths as nourishment for our
Buddha nature is an essential
element in our process of
human revolution.   WT
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Read the WT 
E-mail Express
It’s the Quickest Way 
To Get SGI President

Ikeda’s Guidance

The WT E-mail
Express is a free,
weekly e-mailer for
World Tribune sub-
scribers. It features
excerpts from
President Ikeda’s new
speeches, essays and
dialogues, as well as
previews of other
upcoming World
Tribune articles.
To subscribe to the WT 
E-mail Express, just follow
these three easy steps:

1) Open a new e-mail 
message

2) Enter to:
ListManager@sgi-usa.org

3) Enter message text
(first line): SUBSCRIBE
wtexpress

You’ll receive a confir-
mation message and then
a new issue every week!

• You can also see the WT
Express on the web, with pic-
tures, at www.sgi-usa.org/pub-
lications/wtexpress
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After struggling to
find her way as a
musician, Debra
Barsha learns the
importance of
winning in every part
of her life.

I was 13 when I started writ-
ing songs. By 15, I had my
first song published. As I

grew up, I became a classical
pianist and majored in music
theory at Eastman School of
Music in Rochester, N.Y. In
1978, I moved to New York City
and began my career singing
and playing piano in piano bars
and writing and singing jin-
gles. Eventually, after I left a
rock- and-roll tour in 1984, I
moved to Los Angeles and
commuted back and forth to
New York for various gigs.

A friend, Nancy, whom I
stayed with on one of my trips to
New York in 1987, introduced
me to the practice of Nichiren
Daishonin’s Buddhism. I could
see that something very pro-
found had changed in Nancy, and
I knew it had to do with her Bud-
dhist practice. After much con-
flict, internal and external, I
broke down and asked her,
“What is this chanting thing
about?” She asked me if I wanted
to chant with her and I said yes.
I felt something extraordinary
when I was facing the Gohonzon
and chanting with my best friend
sitting next to me. So much so
that on Feb. 21, 1987, I received
the Gohonzon. I was later able to
introduce my two sisters and my
parents to the practice.

While living in Los Angeles,
I began complaining about my
career and not being able to get
this or that break in show busi-
ness. A fellow SGI-USA mem-
ber told me, “Debra, it may al-
ready be your karma to be
successful in your career, but
who knows if it’s your karma to
be a great human being.” Not
exactly what I wanted to hear.
But he was right. I had to ask my-
self, “How do I become a great
human being?” And more
specifically, “How do I use the
gift I have to become a great
human being and inspire others
to use their gifts to do the same?”

In 1993, two big things hap-
pened to me. One: I was asked
to be the composer of a show
called “Radiant Baby” about the

life of Keith Haring, the late
artist. And two: I was out of
work. I was tired of doing odd
day jobs in between gigs, and
had to really think about what I
wanted to do next. I started to
feel old (I was 35!) and although
I was sober (I’d since given up
drugs and alcohol), I felt like I
was in a depression. I went on
unemployment for the first time
in my life and decided to take
time off to just figure out what
I wanted to do. I was chanting,
but not much. I always kept my
altar nice and knew the practice
undoubtedly worked, but I was
in a slump. Deep down I
knew — things had to change.

I was inspired by the prospect
of composing “Radiant Baby”
because I had lived through 
that time period and had actu-
ally seen the New York City
subway drawings that Keith
Haring had created with chalk
on blank movie posters. It was
also a thrilling time, because the
lyricist/book writer Ira Gasman
had a show coming out on
Broadway and I was honored to
be the next composer he worked
with. But I had no money. 

I accepted a part-time job two
days a week in a private school
in Brooklyn teaching first grade

music and fourth grade drama.
At the time, I thought: “Oh,
great, another day job. How am
I going to be able to have the
time to compose this show, be a
teacher and support myself?” 

However, what happened
was I would be totally de-
pressed before I left the house
in the morning, but when I
stepped into the classroom and
saw those f irst-grade faces
beaming at me, I was immedi-
ately out of my depression. I 
realized that in f irst grade, 
children are at an amazingly
formative age where a first ex-
perience of music can deter-
mine if they continue with it or
not. I started to think about my
dreams as a child of becoming
a great singer/songwriter and I
longed to have the same excite-
ment about music again that
these kids had. 

I remembered reading some-
thing by SGI President Ikeda
that said that this practice is
about giving 100 percent wher-
ever you are at whatever you are
doing. I realized that my job as
a part-time teacher was some-
thing I had just been holding
onto until “something” hap-
pened in my life as an artist. So,
I decided that my entire life was

my art. I was not going to wait
on something to happen, I would
make it happen. Amazingly
enough, as I started researching
Keith Haring, I found out that all
his life, even up to the moment
of his death, he felt that his mis-
sion was to make art accessible
to children. I started to see that
this project came to me for a rea-
son at this time in my life. 

Once we were further along
with the production, and after a
few readings, we decided that a
new book writer had to be
brought in. The replacement
was a friend of mine, Stuart
Ross, whom I had also intro-
duced to Buddhism. Stuart’s
first idea: “Let’s have children in
it,” he said. Right then and there
I realized, “This is what all my
chanting to be a great teacher
has come to.” I now knew ex-
actly how to write for and work
with kids. By determining not to
compartmentalize my life, my
art had found its way. 

We were given the opportu-
nity to have a reading of our
new script at the Joseph Papp
Public Theater, a place perfect
for our production. On top of
that, the head of the theater at-
tended the reading. He was
blown away and came up to me
at the end of the reading and
said, “You have a home at the
Public Theater if you want it.” 

The obstacles came almost
immediately. Now that the
piece was going to be pro-
duced, we needed the rights
from the Keith Haring Founda-
tion, and we knew this would
not be easy. Ira, who had
brought me the idea, was very
sick, and we had to renegotiate

EXPERIENCE — DEBRA BARSHA, NEW YORK, N.Y.

Learning How To Live Her Dream

Debra Barsha is working on a show about the life of world-famous artist
Keith Haring. (Above) Haring’s ‘Radiant Baby.’

our collaboration agreement.
This was also a bad time for the
Public Theater because their
two most recent musicals had
lost millions of dollars.

During this time, with the en-
couragement of my boyfriend,
I resolved to have these busi-
ness conflicts rectified. I was
determined to get “Radiant
Baby” produced, and produced
now. I renewed my Buddhist
practice, started doing a con-
sistent morning and evening
gongyo, and made sure that I
chanted at least one hour a day
until we got a commitment for
the show. I was going to do
whatever I could.

We received the contract
from the Keith Haring Founda-
tion for the rights to use his
work, and they are totally be-
hind the project. We also re-
ceived a written commitment
from the Public Theater, despite
the fact that there is supposedly
no musical theater department
there. Everyone at the theater
has been completely support-
ive of my job as a teacher. 
We’ve even scheduled readings
and developmental meetings
around my teaching schedule.

I truly believe that if you
stand up for and are proud of
what you do, you can find the
true artist within.

Thanks to my Buddhist prac-
tice, I have been able to work
with others and grow beyond
my expectations. I am deter-
mined to continue to win in
every area of my life and in-
spire others to do the same.
Thanks to Buddhism, that
dream can become a reality. For
this I am forever grateful.   WT

© THE ESTATE OF KEITH HARING

Photo by JOE HENSON
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activists from Canada.
What has enabled the SGI to

spread and flourish around the
world while maintaining its
lifeblood of profound spiritu-
ality? Thoughtful and consci-
entious people around the
world have expressed great in-
terest in, and high expecta-
tions for, our movement.

The Great Teacher Miao-lo
of China says, “One’s body 
and mind at a single moment 
pervade the entire realm of 
phenomena” (The Writings of
Nichiren Daishonin, p. 366).
Our lives are fundamentally
one with the universal life it-
self. All the treasures of the uni-
verse exist within each person.
And each person is an infi-
nitely respectworthy entity.

ever composed. It tells the tale
of a courageous woman who
lives true to her convictions. The
message is that justice will def-
initely prevail in the end, the
scheming of  evi l  people
notwithstanding. Fidelio is set
in 18th-century Seville, Spain,
a city of rich history and culture.

The plot goes as follows:
There is an upstanding youth
named Florestan, who coura-
geously reveals the crimes of
Don Pizarro, the tyrannical jail
warden. Florestan is framed and
locked up in a fearful prison.

As Florestan’s prospects
turn from bad to worse, his
wife, Leonare, courageously
sets out to win his freedom.
Disguised as a man, she be-
comes an apprentice to the war-
den and infiltrates the prison.
The title of the opera, Fidelio,
comes from the name that she
assumes in male disguise.

Eventually, Leonare discov-
ers that her husband is being
kept in a dungeon. Her beloved
husband, who is not given any
food, is on the brink of starva-
tion. Moreover, to remove any
doubt about his fate, Pizarro is
plotting to murder him.

With her husband in critical

Therefore, through our mind
of faith we can transform our-
selves and our family, and we
can lead our community, our
country and the entire world in
the direction of hope, happiness
and peace. This is the practice of
the ultimate Buddhist principle
of 3,000 realms in a single life
moment. It is a struggle to ele-
vate the lives of all humankind.

When people are in the states
of Hell, Hunger, Animality or
Anger, the outcome is a society
of jealousy and craving that is
pervaded with incessant strife.
But when, one by one, people
begin to chant the Mystic Law
and revolutionize their lives,
manifesting the worlds of Bod-
hisattva and Buddhahood, it be-
comes possible to realize an
ideal society blossoming with
peace, culture and education.

Kosen-rufu lies in the unwa-
vering struggle to carry out our
human revolution and actualize
a grand vision for world peace.

Justice will definitely prevail
in the end, despite the
scheming of evil people.

The other day someone pre-
sented me with a CD of Fidelio,
the only opera that Beethoven

danger, Leonare flies forward
and cries out: “Kill his wife first!”

“His wife?” comes Pizarro’s
startled response.

“I  am his  wife .  I  have
pledged to comfort him. And 
to destroy you!”

Flying into a rage, Pizarro
tries to kill both husband and
wife with his dagger. “Fidelio”
fiercely confronts Pizarro.

In the nick of time, Flo-
restan’s friend the minister
Don Fernando, who knows the
truth about everything, ap-
pears on the scene and saves
the two of them. The wicked
Pizarro is arrested and dragged
off in a most pitiful state.

The opera closes with a cho-
rus that repeats the refrain,
“No praise is too high for a
woman who saves the life of
her husband.”

Ten years ago when I visited
Boston, America’s intellectual
capital, the SGI-USA Boston
Renaissance Chorus performed
a spirited adaptation of this
piece. Through this song, they
expressed their determination
to resolutely battle evil.

They sang:

We have made a vow and

The Boston Renaissance Chorus performs a piece from Beethoven’s ‘Fidelio’ at the 1st SGI-USA Boston Gongyo Meeting, held at the Boston Community
Center, Sept. 27, 1991. They expressed their determination for kosen-rufu through song.

SGI PRESIDENT IKEDA’S FEB. 28 SPEECH

Fearlessly Advancing Into the Future

Iknow that many of you have
traveled long distances to
attend this meeting. Thank

you very much for your efforts.
In any struggle, it is the lead-

ers who determine the outcome.
Victory depends on their taking
action with indomitable courage.

Nothing is more frightful
than the complacency of a
leader who is all talk, who sup-
poses that everyone will auto-
matically fly into action when
he gives the word. Under such
a leader, all efforts will be in
vain. Josei Toda, the second
Soka Gakkai president, was ex-
tremely strict toward leaders
who exhibited such bureau-
cratic tendencies.

In this day and age, it is not
possible to move people on
command. The people are
wise — they carefully observe
the actions of the leaders.

The role of a leader is not to
make other people do things 
but to serve everyone. “I will
boundlessly treasure everyone.
I will absolutely never betray
my comrades.” This is the first
tenet of leadership.

Buddhism is a struggle. Life
is a struggle. And it is struggle
that makes life interesting.

Since struggle is inevitable,
we ought to enjoy it. Those who
fight for kosen-rufu become
healthy. Victory is itself happi-
ness. All our efforts in faith re-
turn to us as eternal good for-
tune and benefit.

Yesterday,  Feb.  27,  was
Women’s Division Day in SGI
organizations in the United
States, Brazil and other coun-
tries. I understand that joyful
meetings were held at sites
around the world to commem-
orate this occasion.

In Washington D.C., mem-
bers held a women’s conference
titled “Imagine Peace.” The
event, held at the World Bank,
had some 3,000 participants, in-
cluding the futurist and activist
Dr. Hazel Henderson, who is a
dear friend, and environmental

Courtesy of SEIKYO PRESS

‘Countless people have been persecuted
because of their faith,’ SGI President Ikeda
says. ‘The criticism that we face today pales
by comparison. Therefore, no matter what
hardship we encounter, we have to fearlessly
advance until we have triumphed over it.’

SGI President Ikeda’s speech at a nationwide conference for
prefecture leaders in Japan, held at the Soka Gakkai Head-
quarters in Tokyo, Feb. 28.



have a mission,
to help all those who have

suffered long, 
to seek the truth of our 

condition,
clearing the clouds of doubt

and wrong.
No, no one should grovel 

to another,
the days of tyranny shall end!
Let everyone seek out 

another
and offer help as friend 

to friend.

I praise the dignified, cou-
rageous  women of  Soka
throughout the world. Also, I
offer my deepest congratula-
tions on the 50th anniversary
this year of the formation of
the women’s division and
young women’s division.

The pattern of persecution
that people of justice must
face is the same
throughout history.

Nichiren Daishonin praised a
courageous female follower of
his: “Could Shakyamuni Bud-
dha and the bodhisattvas Uni-
versal Worthy, Medicine King,
and Constellation King Flower
be dwelling in your hearts?
Surely this is what is meant in
the passage of the Lotus Sutra
that says that those in the land
of Jambudvipa who believe in
this sutra do so because of the
power of Bodhisattva Universal
Worthy” (WND, 315).

Shakyamuni Buddha exists
in the lives of all those who are
struggling for kosen-rufu. The
power of the bodhisattvas Uni-
versal Worthy and Medicine
King, and the function of Con-
stellation King Flower — these
are all contained in our lives.

Therefore, our wisdom can-
not fail to well forth. We cannot
possibly be defeated by the devil
of illness. We are naturally able
to manifest great life force.

The Daishonin teaches that
world kosen-rufu is accom-
plished by the power of Bod-
hisattva Universal Worthy. In a
broad sense, this means that
kosen-rufu advances through
the power of universal wisdom.
[In the “Record of the Orally
Transmitted Teachings” the
Daishonin says: “Universal
refers to the principle of the true
aspect of all phenomena, the 
essential, unchanging truth, as
embodied in the theoretical
teaching of the Lotus Sutra; and
Worthy indicates wisdom that
functions in accord with chang-
ing circumstances, as embodied
in the essential teaching.... It is
due to the transcendental power
of Bodhisattva Universal Wor-
thy that this Lotus Sutra is prop-
agated throughout Jambud-
vipa” (Gosho Zenshu, p. 780).]
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In February, I received my
100th honorary degree. These
are laurels that I have received
as a direct disciple of Soka
Gakkai presidents Makiguchi
and Toda, and as the represen-
tative of all SGI members.
“Universal wisdom” — as rep-
resented by leading academic
institutions around the world —
supports, trusts and has strong
expectations for the humanism
of the SGI. I am confident this
is proof that the SGI is mani-
festing the wisdom of Bod-
hisattva Universal Worthy in
perfect accord with the princi-
ples of the Lotus Sutra.

Goethe, who deeply pursued
human nature, says: “There is
nothing more disgraceful than
depending on lies and idle fic-
tions.” Although the Daishonin
was derided by people through-
out the country as a “monk who
transgresses the code of con-
duct” (WND, 42), this was
based on nothing but lies and
fabrications. The Daishonin
was a “holy priest” who re-
mained celibate throughout his
life and did not eat meat. Nev-
ertheless, people spread slan-
derous allegations about him
that flew in the face of the truth.
He was denounced as a priest
who broke the precepts.

The Daishonin sent encour-
agement overflowing with sin-
cerity to his followers, and they
joyfully sought out his instruc-
tion. It may be that there were
ill-intentioned people who
found cause for suspicion in
his writing letters to women.
This is despicable.

Elsewhere, the Daishonin
says that these people “all join
together to slander him to the
ruler of the country, so that,
after having been exiled to the
province of Izu, he was also ex-
iled to the province of Sado”
(WND, 932). The Daishonin
surmises that although he had
not committed any wrong,
crimes were assigned to him ar-
bitrarily, part of a scheme to
have him exiled. In short, these
attacks were due to the jealousy
of malicious individuals.

Doing away with a person of
justice through lies and fabri-
cations — this pattern of perse-
cution is no different today. We
have to see strictly, wisely,
through the smoke screen of
false accusations.

“Letter from Sado” says:
“There are also those who ap-
peared to believe in me, but
began doubting when they saw
me persecuted. They not only
have forsaken the Lotus Sutra,
but also actually think them-
selves wise enough to instruct
me. The pitiful thing is that
these perverse people must suf-
fer in the Avichi hell even

longer than the Nembutsu be-
lievers” (WND, 306).

Many religions have
developed globally because
they have had the spirit of
martyrdom.

The essence of faith is found
in the spirit of martyrdom. This
means maintaining your con-
viction in something you believe
to be true even at the cost of your
life. Many religions have devel-
oped globally because they have
had this spirit. I want to briefly
cite a few examples.

First of all, let us consider
the case of Christianity. Jesus,
betrayed by his disciple Judas,
was crucified. Later, during
the age of the tyrannical em-
peror Nero, Christians were
blamed for a conflagration in
Rome, with the result that
many were put to death.

In Roman times, Christians
were subject to the cruelest
treatment, such as being fed to
lions or burned alive as a public
spectacle. But in the face of such
fierce persecution, the faith of
Christians grew even stronger.

Moreover, their courageous
martyrdom moved the hearts of
many others. Over time, Chris-
tianity was officially recognized
by the emperor, with Rome
eventually becoming Christian.

As the work of missionaries
advanced, Christians were sup-
pressed in the East, too. This
was true in China and Korea.
And in Japan, particularly
under Toyotomi Hideyoshi and
the Tokugawa regime, perse-
cution of Christians reached
horrible extremes.

As for the Jews: After the de-
struction of the Kingdom of
Judah and the Babylonian cap-
tivity in the 6th century B.C.E.,
the Jews experienced a succes-
sion of persecutions and hard-
ships. In Roman times, Jews
who stood up to repressive
rule were harshly suppressed.
Their homes destroyed, many
became wanderers.

In Europe, from the 11th cen-
tury on, Jews suffered frequent
persecution at the hands of the
Crusades. Across the continent,
wicked clerics stirred people up
with unfounded rumors.

As a result, many Jews were
suppressed and massacred. At
the end of the 15th century, 
the Inquisition banished Jews
from Spain en masse.

In Russia, during the second
half of the 19th century, there
were repeated, large-scale
pogroms, or organized attacks,
against Jews. During World
War II, some 6 million Jews
were robbed of their precious
lives in the Holocaust.

What about Islam? The
founder, Mohammed, taught a

monotheistic faith. But since
Arabs at the time were gener-
ally polytheistic, he was ac-
cused of having profaned the
gods of his forebearers.

Still, Mohammed’s fiercely
uncompromising words cap-
tured the hearts of youth. This
in and of itself made him an
object of jealousy and fear, the
target of oppression. He was
attacked with stones, forced
to flee his native town and
nearly killed. The attacks were
also directed against his rela-
tives and disciples.

In Buddhism, Shakyamuni
underwent what are known as
the nine great ordeals. His clan
was decimated by a king named
Virudhaka who “put hun-
dreds...to the sword” (WND,
799). Shakyamuni was mocked
as a person of great evil by the
religious leaders of his day.

He was betrayed by his disci-

ple Devadatta and an attempt
was made on his life. Scan-
dalous rumors were circulated
about him, and he was showered
with abuse. After Shakyamuni’s
death, his disciple Aryasimha
was decapitated because of his
devotion to Buddhism.

The Great Teacher T’ien-t’ai
of China was resented by the
Buddhist establishment of his
day — the so-called three
schools of the South and seven
schools of the North. The
monks all gathered together
like a pack of wolves, loudly
vilifying and mocking him.

The Great Teacher Dengyo
of Japan was hated by the six es-
tablished sects of his day and
was subject to an unending bar-
rage of vilification and abuse.

The Daishonin boldly over-

Beautiful new books to help you
teach your child about Buddhism.

Cody Chants
By Linda Jackson Iwamoto
Illustrated by David Smee
A camping trip with
Grandpa turns into a fun
lesson about chanting, as
Cody asks about Nam-
myoho-renge-kyo. 
(Ages 5-8) $6.95

I Like To Chant
This set of four board
books introduces infants
and toddlers to the
images and concepts of
our Buddhist practice
through bright and color-
ful photography. Available
separately or as a set in its
own slipcase. (Ages 0-5)
$3.95 each; $13.95 for the
set.

Now available at SGI-USA bookstores.
Or purchase your copy via mail order:

1-800-626-1313 or
sgiusamoc@aol.com

PLEASE SEE SPEECH, 11



6 MAY 3, 2001 • WORLD TRIBUNE

Congratulations on this
Headquarters Leaders
Meeting! Winter is over,

and the bright season of cherry
blossoms is here again! Thank
you for attending this meeting
today. A warm welcome to our
visiting SGI members from a
total of 15 countries.

Congratulations also to the
Kansai Soka High School base-
ball team on their first victory
today in the national invita-
tional high school baseball
tournament, held at the Koshien
Stadium in Kansai. Thank you
to the team for a fantastic effort!
I watched the game on televi-
sion and was impressed by the
tenacity and fighting spirit of
our Soka students.

To have the courage to al-
ways keep pressing forward and
be utterly committed to win-
ning. To persevere right to the
end, even in a pinch, when the
odds are stacked against you.
To have the invincible spirit to
press forward further still.
When you give your all, victory
is exhilarating.

How a team fares in a game
is important, but even more so
are how the team members have
been trained, how they play the
game. As a leader, this is what
always interests me. I sensed
that Kansai Soka manager
Toshikazu Yoneda has made
these basics an integral part of
his team’s training.

The quintessence of
Buddhism lies in being
swayed by nothing.

Sugamo, where this meeting
is being held, is a place that I
often used to visit in my youth.
I would go to a cemetery not far
from this Tokyo Toda Memor-
ial Auditorium, actually. In
those days, Josei Toda’s office
was in the Ichigaya area of
Tokyo, and whenever I had time
I would come here to Sugamo.
I would find a spot in the ceme-
tery, sit down on some sheets of
newspaper and avidly read

raphy of Human Life.
The play is set in Russia in

the period following the 1861
emancipation of the serfs and
before the Russian revolution.
The old powers are on the wane,
and new powers are on the rise.

The cherry orchard of the
play’s title is the beautiful back-
drop against which the story un-
folds. Chekhov’s message in
this work is that life should be
beautiful and that we should
work unceasingly for this goal.

Allow me to briefly outline
the story. It is May in Russia, a
time when the cherry blossoms
are in bloom. An impoverished
landowner, Madame Liubov
Andryeevna Ranyevskaia, re-
turns from Paris to her home
and a cherry orchard that has
been in her family for genera-
tions. Once rich and prosper-
ous, Liubov Andryeevna is
now heavily in debt.

Yermolai Lopakhin, a busi-
nessman whose family had for-
merly been serfs, urges her to di-
vide the cherry orchard into
plots that could be leased out for
summer residences. Although
Liubov Andryeevna desperately
wants to hold on to her orchard,
neither she nor her brother come
to grips with the changing times,
and they ultimately fail to find a
way out of their predicament.
The orchard is auctioned off and
bought by Lopakhin.

Having lost possession of the
beautiful cherry orchard that
has held so many happy mem-
ories for her since childhood,

works of world literature.
On the train was also a good

place for reading, but often just
as you would get to a good part
in the book, you would arrive at
your station. Or the train would
get really packed and it would be
impossible to continue reading!

Also, in those days, Mr.
Toda’s business was founder-
ing and swamped in debt. I
worked hard but had no money.
Going to a coffee shop was a
luxury I could ill afford. The
cemetery, however, was quiet,
and it was free! It was an ideal
place for reading.

Since all around Japan right
now the cherry trees are in full
bloom, I want to start by talking
about a memorable book I read
in my youth, Anton Chekhov’s
The Cherry Orchard. Chekhov
is one of Russia’s leading
writers and playwrights, and
The Cherry Orchard is the last
play that he wrote. It was com-
pleted in 1903, the same year
that first Soka Gakkai presi-
dent Tsu-nesaburo Makiguchi
published his work The Geog-
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One Victory After Another
Liubov Andryeevna makes the
heart-wrenching decision to re-
turn to Paris. Her daughter,
Ania, on the other hand, is glad
that at last they can make a
break with the past and start
afresh. She encourages her
mother, “We’ll plant a new or-
chard, even more splendid than
this one....” Joining hands with
a youthful companion, she sets
out toward a new era and a new
life, filled with bright hope.

The play’s ending might not
exactly be described as a happy
one. The future of each of the
characters is left up in the air.
For my part, however, I can hear
Chekhov’s words of encour-
agement echo forth, as though
saying: “When spring comes,
the cherries will bloom. Some-
where they will bloom. Never
lose hope. Patiently wait for
spring. Triumph and adorn your
life with victory without fail!”

Life is full of vicissitudes.
The times are constantly chang-
ing. The heart of life and the
quintessence of Buddhism lie
in how we stay ahead of these
changes and win, rather than
being swayed by them.

We have an SGI chapter in
Russia. Our members there are
carrying out their activities in
high spirits.

In the orchard of
Buddhism, all will lead 
long, healthy lives.

In my youth, almost every
time I met Mr. Toda he would
ask: “What book are you

reading now? What does it
say?” And wouldn’t you
know it, whenever I thought,
“He’s not going to ask any-
thing so detailed,” he would
do exactly that! Second Soka
Gakkai president Toda was an
incredibly strict taskmaster.
He was a genius. He was a
first-rate world intellect — I
still believe that.

The Cherry Orchard is a
beautiful story. I was so moved
by it that I remember reading it
two or three times over.

Chekhov has one of his
youthful characters, a student
named Trofimov, say, “Human-
ity is advancing towards the
highest truth, the greatest hap-
piness that it is possible to
achieve on earth, and I am in the
van!” These words encapsulate
the author’s powerful senti-
ments on this subject.

I quoted this passage during
a conversation I had in April
1991 with then Soviet presi-
dent Mikhail Gorbachev at the
State Guest House in Tokyo,
on what was the first-ever visit
to Japan by a Soviet head of
state. I said to him, “The strug-
gle that you are waging is the
same as the struggle of this
youth.” I can still remember
the Soviet leader nodding and
voicing his understanding.  

Chekhov’s works are filled
with profound insights. They
reflect a highly perceptive view
of society and human beings.
Let me give you some exam-
ples: He writes, “But how many
people there are...who exist to
no purpose whatever!” A life
without a sense of purpose is
sad and empty, pitiful.

And he asserts, “Man must
work by the sweat of his brow
whatever his class, and that
should make up the whole
meaning and purpose of his
life and happiness and con-
tentment.” Just leading an idle
life of pleasure is not happi-
ness. Human beings should
work, make effort. This is
where happiness and joy are
found. This spirit exemplifies
the Soka Gakkai youth divi-
sion. The brilliantly bloom-
ing cherry orchard we are cul-
tivating — it is the orchard of
Soka, the orchard of peace
and happiness, the orchard of
mission. The orchard of Bud-
dhism is an orchard f illed
with lovely, fragrant blos-
soms, where all lead long,
healthy lives.

Chekhov also says: “But you
can rest assured...that better
times will come. ... a new life
will dawn one day, and justice
will triumph.” A new age will
definitely come! Justice will
definitely triumph! Let us ad-
vance energetically with thisSGI members from 15 countries and regions attend the 4th Headquarters Leaders Meeting, March 27.

Courtesy of SEIKYO PRESS

‘Winning is fun,’ SGI President Ikeda says.
‘Winning brings happiness. In contrast,
losing is sad. Everyone feels bad and
disappointed. Buddhism is a struggle to win.
Therefore, let us boldly and joyfully create a
history of successive victories.’
Part 1 of SGI President Ikeda’s speech at the 4th Soka Gakkai
Headquarters Leaders Meeting, held at the Tokyo Toda Memorial
Auditorium in Sugamo, March 27.
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the Soka Gakkai’s top execu-
tive of the day to hasten the ef-
forts to appoint me to the posi-
tion of president.

New history begins from
new places, from new founda-
tions. It begins from the enthu-
siasm of new capable people. It
begins from the energy and
vigor of one person. It begins
with each of us.

I proclaim that now the dri-
ving force for fresh victory in
the 21st century is Kanagawa,
Chiba and Saitama.

Winning is fun. Winning
brings happiness. In contrast,
losing is sad. Everyone feels
bad and disappointed. Bud-
dhism is a struggle to win.
Therefore, let us boldly and
joyfully create a history of suc-
cessive victories.

Incidentally, today I received
a pair of umpire whistles as a
gift for my wife and myself
from some Tokyo members.
[President Ikeda proceeds to
blow the whistles as a demon-
stration.] Let us advance to vic-
tory with the sound of these
whistles as our starting signal!

The protagonists in history
are always the people.

Today, we have a number of
my beloved fellow SGI mem-
bers from Italy, birthplace of the
Renaissance, with us. Thank
you for traveling so far.

During World War II, the au-
thoritarian forces of fascism ran
roughshod over Italy. In re-
sponse, courageous citizens
fought back by forming a par-
tisan resistance movement,
whose efforts helped pave the

unswerving conviction.

New history begins from
new places, new
foundations and the
enthusiasm of new capable
people.

To the members of Kana-
gawa, Chiba and Saitama pre-
fectures: My sincerest congrat-
ulations to you on holding your
first general meetings of the
21st century!

Kanagawa has broken new
records by achieving, over a two-
month period, a phenomenal in-
crease of 50,000 subscriptions
for the Seikyo Shimbun, the Soka
Gakkai’s daily newspaper. I
salute you on this unprecedented
achievement! We are also now
entering the Age of Saitama and
the Century of Chiba. All three
prefectures are advancing for-
ward powerfully.

It was 750 years ago that the
brilliant sun of Nichiren Dai-
shonin’s Buddhism rose from
Chiba. In the more recent past,
50 years ago this year, the re-
markable propagation efforts of
t h e  K a n a g awa  m e m b e r s
adorned the first issue of the
Seikyo Shimbun. Mr. Toda him-
self came up with the headline,
“The Flame Burns High in Tsu-
rumi.” [The first issue of the
Seikyo Shimbun, then a two-
page broadsheet, was published
on April 20, 1951. The second
page featured the dynamic
propagation activities of Tsu-
rumi Chapter in Yokohama,
Kanagawa Prefecture.]

And after Mr. Toda passed
away, it was the youth of
Saitama who strongly called on

way to victory over the fascists.
The people are the protag-

onists.
The partisans were deter-

mined not to rely on others but
to wage their battle themselves.
The city of Varallo in northern
Italy was a rallying point for the
anti-fascist liberation move-
ment. The city is located near
the Swiss border in an area with
many beautiful lakes. Here, too,
in this place of illustrious his-
tory, SGI members are carrying
out activities. I was deeply hon-
ored to be named an honorary
citizen of this city of heroes, Var-
allo, on March 3. I received this
award as your representative.

Also, this morning, my wife
and I had the privilege to be
named honorary citizens by
the Federated States of Mi-
cronesia, a Pacific paradise. I
asked a representative to attend
the presentation and accept the
honors on our behalf. I was
told that it was held with great
ceremony at the presidential
offices, with the Micronesian
president in attendance.

A n  e m i n e n t  J a p a n e s e
scholar once pointed out that
cities put their reputations on
the line to bestow honorary cit-
izenships on individuals who
will serve as a model for their
citizens, and he congratulated
me on receiving honors of such
signif icance. Each award is
profoundly meaningful.

These honors that I receive
from around the world are all
due to you, my fellow members.
You are setting a wonderful ex-
ample of good citizenship in
your communities, working for

the sake of people’s happiness
and striving to contribute to a
better society and a bright fu-
ture. Your efforts have borne fruit
in the form of the many kudos we
of the SGI are receiving today. 
I want to express my deepest 
appreciation to each of you.

The ‘great power of faith’ is
a mighty engine.

In a famous passage that the
Daishonin wrote to Shijo Kingo,
one of our early predecessors in
the Kanagawa region, he says,
“Live so that all the people of
Kamakura will say in your
praise that Nakatsukasa Saburo
Saemon-no-jo [Shijo Kingo] is
diligent in the service of his lord,
in the service of Buddhism, and
in his concern for other people”
(The Writings of Nichiren Dai-
shonin, p. 851). Please strive
hard as a member of society in
your own sphere of activities, in
your workplace and your com-
munity, always basing yourself
on faith, and become the kind of
person of whom others speak
with admiration and praise. I
want each of you to become a
person who is respected and
trusted by all. This is kosen-rufu.

Causing people trouble
and engaging in duplicity, on
the other hand, degrades
Buddhism and constitutes
slander of the Law.

The Daishonin also urges,
“Bring forth the great power of
faith, and be spoken of by all the
people of Kamakura, both high
and low, or by all the people of
Japan, as ‘Shijo Kingo, Shijo
Kingo of the Lotus school!’”
(WND, 319). I particularly
hope that you, our Kamakura
members, will be proud of the
fact that you are present-day
Shijo Kingos and strive to de-
velop yourselves into people of
outstanding caliber.

The “great power of faith” of
which the Daishonin speaks is
like a mighty engine. With it,
we can speed powerfully along
the highway of life. Since we
have been born in this world,
we may as well set our sights 
on a grand objective and enjoy 
ourselves as we confidently,
serenely climb the mountain of
glorious personal achievement.
If we are weak, life is misery.
We should make our way with
this pride and resolve: “I am the
Soka Gakkai. No matter what
anyone says, I am a representa-
tive of this great organization.”

We are who we are. Our life
is our own. It is important that
we discard a cowardly, animal-
istic way of life — where we are
always worried about what oth-
ers say or do, about how we
might appear to others — and in-
stead live with confidence and
conviction. If people say rude or

unkind things to you about your
practice, just go ahead and say:
“What’s wrong with my practic-
ing this Buddhism? Is it banned
by the constitution?” [Laughter.]
Or you could try saying: “The
Soka Gakkai has helped a huge
number of people. What have
you done?” [Laughter.]

Please live with strength and
resilience. You miss out on so
much in life if you are not strong.
President Toda often used to say,
“Advance confidently!” This is
faith. There is nothing stronger
than this. Faith is the most pow-
erful force there is.

The Daishonin was perse-
cuted. All people who strive to
achieve great things suffer this
fate. Those who are fawned
upon and flattered from an early
age tend to lack inner substance
and can be easily crushed. Those
who dedicate their lives to fol-
lowing the path of justice and
the path of principle are ulti-
mately the most admirable of all.

Hence the Daishonin says:
“One should regard meeting
obstacles as true peace and
comfort” (Gosho Zenshu, p.
750). “What greater joy could
there  be?”  (WND, 767) .
“Nichiren’s disciples cannot ac-
complish anything if they are
cowardly” (WND, 481).

The Daishonin is telling us:
“Obstacles are to be expected!
Rejoice when you encounter
them! Rejoice when you meet
with criticism and attack! You
must not be cowardly!”

The Soka Gakkai now is in-
disputably the “pillar of Japan.”
And the more than 160 hon-
orary citizenships I have re-
ceived attest to the immense
trust we enjoy around the world.
This is living proof of the prin-
ciple that Buddhism is mani-
fested in society.

There are deep expectations
for our SGI movement as a
world religion of the 21st cen-
tury. I proclaim, “The Soka
Gakkai has won around the
world!” Please advance with
great confidence.

Being here with Kanagawa
members today brings back a
fond memory I have of watch-
ing the Yokohama’s annual Port
Festival parade from a window
in the Kanagawa Culture Cen-
ter with a handful of local 
members. It was in May 1979,
shortly after stepping down as
Soka Gakkai president.

This year’s parade is being
held on May 3. I am told that our
delightful emissaries of peace,
the Fife and Drum Corps, will
be performing. Their participa-
tion is a symbol of the Soka
Gakkai’s triumph.

To be continued in the May
11 issue.

SGI President Ikeda encourages members from overseas at the 4th Headquarters Leaders Meeting.

Courtesy of SEIKYO PRESS
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ernment to look after their var-
ious needs, refugees do not
enjoy the protection of any po-
litical body. Lamenting the ten-
dency to view refugees as
merely recipients of charity, he
stressed that the life of each
refugee is precious, and that
each person possesses great la-
tent strength and potential.

Dr. Lubbers has consistently
lent his support to SGI activi-
ties. In April 1998, as a member
of the Earth Council and the
Earth Charter Commission, Dr.
Lubbers delivered an address at
the SGI-affiliated Boston Re-
search Center for the 21st Cen-
tury in the United States. In the
same year, the research institute
that Dr. Lubber chairs, Institute
for Globalization and Sustain-
able Development at Tilburg
University, bestowed a certifi-
cate of commendation on the
SGI leader in recognition of his
efforts to promote human rights.

Noting that Dr. Lubbers grad-
uated from Erasmus University,
Rotterdam, President Ikeda re-
flected that the school’s name-
sake, Dutch humanist Erasmus,
articulates in his Coloquia a vi-
sion for the future in which
power struggles based on mili-
tary might are replaced by com-
petition among countries to
outdo one another in terms of
trustworthiness, sense of duty
and benevolence. The SGI
leader described the United Na-
tions as existing precisely in
order to foster such humanitar-
ian competition. Toward that
end, he suggested that major
summit conferences should be
held under U.N. auspices, in-

‘The United Nations
exists to encourage
humanitarian
competition —
countries outdoing
one another in terms
of trustworthiness,
sense of duty and
benevolence.’

On March 6, SGI Presi-
dent Ikeda held a dis-
cussion with Dr. Ruud

Lubbers, the new U.N. high
commissioner for refugees at
the Seikyo Shimbun Building
in Shinanomachi, Tokyo. The
two previously met in The
Hague 18 years ago, in 1983,
when Dr. Lubbers was prime
minister of the Netherlands.

Dr. Lubbers assumed the top
government post at the age of 43
and was in office for 12 years
(from 1982–94), giving him the
dual distinction of being both
the youngest and longest-serv-
ing prime minister in Dutch his-
tory. Among his many achieve-
ments, he succeeded in reviving
the Dutch economy. He also
demonstrated outstanding lead-
ership in such areas as environ-
mental protection and European
unification. Since retiring from
politics in 1994, the former
prime minister has been active in
the international sphere.

President Ikeda congratu-
lated Dr. Lubbers on his recent
appointment as U.N. high com-
missioner for refugees, adding
that he had been most impressed
by the off icial’s inaugural
speech. The high commissioner
called for a “minimum of bu-
reaucracy and a maximum of
flexibility” in helping the
world’s 22 million refugees, and
made an appeal for refugees to
be recognized for their individ-
ual and collective achieve-
ments. Mr. Ikeda commented on
the fact that Albert Einstein had
been a refugee, as had one of his
recent guests, Mayor Le Hoa
Lam of Auburn, Australia. Re-
spect for refugees, he asserted,
will be an important principle
for effecting a transition from a
“century of refugees” to a “cen-
tury of world citizens.” 

Calling attention to the
unique predicament of refu-
gees, Dr. Lubbers pointed out
that while citizens have a gov-

Courtesy of SEIKYO PRESS
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stead of being hosted by partic-
ipant nations on a rotating basis. 

The high commissioner af-
firmed the need to strengthen
U.N. humanitarian activities. In
this connection, he emphasized
that individuals have a vital role
to play in supporting such ef-
forts, and also expressed the
hope to see Japan become more
involved in the work of the
UNHCR. President Ikeda con-
curred, stressing that Japan
must show greater commitment
to humanitarian activities. He

said he is personally committed
to spurring the Japanese public
to action, adding that he feels
doing so is his duty as a citizen.

The SGI leader recalled how,
during World War II, Dutch his-
torian Johan Huizinga con-
demned the excesses of nation-
alism and urged that the power
of the nation be redirected into
positive channels by means of
building trust, reviving human-
istic culture and promoting in-
ternational spiritual exchange.
Citing Huizinga’s conclusion

that this will require individual
spiritual reformation, President
Ikeda remarked: “This is ex-
actly what the SGI is doing. We
are putting this farsighted phi-
losophy into practice.”

Mr. Lubbers has said that
economic value is not enough,
and that the present age requires
a new system of values based on
the sanctity of life. Mr. Ikeda
explained that this completely
agrees with the ideals and con-
victions of the SGI, and is also
consistent with the founding
spirit of Soka University.

During his time as prime
minister of the Netherlands, Mr.
Lubbers played a key role in
successfully drawing up the
Maarstricht Treaty, which laid
the groundwork for the Euro-
pean Union. Previously, the
treaty, which provided for the
introduction of a common cur-
rency, had reached an impasse
due to disagreement among in-
dividual countries. President
Ikeda noted that Mr. Lubbers
had once compared negotiation
to riding a bicycle, in the sense
that you will fall down if you go
either too fast or too slow. The
SGI leader agreed that main-
taining just the right balance is
the secret to diplomacy. Mr.
Ikeda further observed that we
have entered a time when no
country can thrive without ac-
tively cooperating with and
earning the trust of the interna-
tional community.   WT

SGI President Ikeda talks with Ruud Lubbers, U.N. high commissioner for refugees, in Tokyo, March 6.
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The creation of a new age
rests in the hands of
youth. In the summer of

1963, Shin’ichi Yamamoto
again put his whole life into
developing the youth of the
Soka Gakkai. He resolutely
looked forward to the emer-
gence of tens or hundreds of
thousands of young people
who were his equals in terms of
spirit and capability.

On July 1, he attended a
young men’s division leaders
meeting at the Taito Ward
Gymnasium in Tokyo. There,
he announced that the seventh
memorial (sixth anniversary)
of Josei Toda’s death on April
2, 1964, would be the start of
the “essential phase” of the
Soka Gakkai’s development.
His declaration resounded
like a lion’s roar.

Essential here is a reference
to the latter 14 chapters of the
Lotus Sutra. In contrast, the
first 14 chapters are called the
theoretical teaching. Theoreti-
cal in this case indicates a
shadow or reflection of the
truth, while essential means the
actual substance of the truth.
The core of the Lotus Sutra is
revealed not in the first half of

the sutra, but in “The Life Span
of the Thus Come One” chap-
ter in the essential teaching.

By  “e s sen t i a l  phase ,”
Shin’ichi therefore meant the
time when the actual work of
kosen-rufu would begin. This
astonished the participants. It
was as if an electric current had
passed through them. All had
been consistently amazed at the
new developments in the move-
ment to spread Nichiren Dai-
shonin’s teachings and at the
Soka Gakkai’s tremendous
growth since Shin’ichi had be-
come president. So to hear
Shin’ichi declare that a new, es-
sential, phase would begin with
Mr. Toda’s seventh memorial
meant that until now they had
only been in the theoretical
phase. They couldn’t imagine
what sort of time the essential
phase would be.

Realizing, however, that it
would far exceed anything they
could conceive of, they were
very excited and determined.
Their eyes were clear and
bright, reflecting the brilliant
future image of kosen-rufu. As
leaders of the generation that
would rebuild society, all of
them felt great joy and pride 

to be developi n g
t h e i r  s t rength  
and ability while
spending t h e i r
l i v e s  wi th  the
Soka Gakkai. Youth
excel where there
i s  h o p e .  Wher-
ev e r  t h e r e  i s
progress  in  the
Soka movement,
there i s  a l s o  a
beautifu l  atmos-
p h e r e o f  hope.

T h r e e  d a y s
later, on July 5,
Shin’ichi attended
a young women’s
division leaders
meeting, also at
To k y o ’s  Ta i t o
Wa r d  G y m n a -
sium. A new song
f o r  t h e  y o u n g
women’s division
titled “The Song of Joy” was
sung there for the first time.

Youth!
Let us sing!
Friends around the world —
We will change history
And let culture flourish.
The Seven Bells shall 

resound
Heralding the victory
Of freedom and peace.

It was a bright and cheer-
ful song, expressing the
young women’s fresh deter-
mination and awareness of a
new beginning.

At the young women’s
leaders meeting, Shin’-
ichi suggested that the

young women’s and young
men’s divisions each aim for a
new membership goal of 1 mil-
lion. The young women’s divi-
sion at the time had 430,000
members and the young men’s
division, 640,000. Should they
reach their goal of 1 million,
each would be a youth organi-
zation of a scale unprece-
dented in Japan.

To make progress, it is nec-
essary to have a goal. Once a
goal is set and it becomes clear
what actions and effort must
be made over the days and
months to achieve it, momen-
tum in that direction increases.
Shin’ichi suggested the re-
spective goals of 1 million
members because he wanted to
give the youth fresh hope.

He also spoke about the way

the media provoked criticism
of the Soka Gakkai by report-
ing on the actions of certain
members as if they were prob-
lems caused by the Soka
Gakkai itself. “There have
been cases in which people
suffering from mental illness
have joined the Soka Gakkai
and then have caused some un-
fortunate incident,” he said.
“In other cases, people with
criminal records, who have
been shunned by society, have
become members and then
gone on to be involved in an-
other crime.

“Each time something like
this happens, the newspapers
and weekly tabloids print sto-
ries implying that the Soka
Gakkai was in some way re-
sponsible, intensifying the at-
tacks against us.

“Fundamentally, it is the
responsibility of politicians
and government to look after
such people, ensuring that
they are able to live with dig-
nity without endangering oth-
ers. But this is not happening.
Instead, society has aban-
doned these people and no
one is doing anything to help.
In fact, many politicians and
high-ranking officials simply
look the other way when it
comes to the unfortunate.
Japan’s leaders are self-cen-
tered and irresponsible.

“We Soka Gakkai members,
on the other hand, are working
to rid this world of unhappiness.
When we meet those who are
suffering, we explain to them

‘JEWELED
SWORD’
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SGI President Ikeda’s novelized history of the Soka Gakkai

‘The Soka Gakkai does not discriminate,’ ex-
plains Shin’ichi Yamamoto as the ‘Jeweled
Sword’ chapter begins. ‘Wishing to see all peo-
ple become truly happy, we have devoted our-
selves wholeheartedly to serving others.’

Daisaku Ikeda appears in the
novel as Shin’ichi Yamamoto.
The events take place in 1963.

Illustrations by KENICHIRO UCHIDA

that all people have the right to
be happy and teach them about
the Daishonin’s Buddhism.

“The Soka Gakkai does not
discriminate. Wishing to see all
people become truly happy, we
have devoted ourselves whole-
heartedly to serving others.
People who are concerned only
with their social image and their
own needs cannot do this.

“We embrace many people
with all kinds of backgrounds
and problems, and there is a
chance that some may get into
trouble. But which is right —
what we are doing now or turn-
ing our backs on such people
just because we are afraid of
what might happen?”

❖ ❖ ❖ ❖
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Gosho — of the grave danger
found in blindly following cor-
rupt priests and the absolute ne-
cessity of committed people like
ourselves taking total responsi-
bility for the spread of the Law.

“This May 3, I hope we can
all reflect on the greatness of
President Ikeda’s achievement
since 1979,” SGI-USA General
Director Danny Nagashima
says. “In a relatively short
amount of time, he has accom-
plished centuries’ worth of
progress for kosen-rufu, firmly
establishing the understanding
that each of us, as a Bodhisattva
of the Earth, has a mission in
this movement that we alone
can accomplish.

“As disciples, I feel we must
continue President Ikeda’s Soka
Spirit movement, now more than
ever. We have to teach more and
more people the truth of the Dai-
shonin’s Buddhism, never for-
getting what we have learned:
We are the true heroes of kosen-
rufu. Buddhism is by and for the
people. It must be this way from
now on. It has to be.”

On May 3, 1979, just days
after his resignation, President
Ikeda made the same point in
dramatic fashion. The May 3
meeting that year was held in the

Soka University Gymnasium,
where members were told not to
anger the priests by applauding
or even acknowledging Presi-
dent Ikeda.

As President Ikeda was leav-
ing the gymnasium, a group of
women, who had been waiting
a long time with their children
to see him, cried out, “Sensei!”
He encouraged them one by one
and then strictly said to the top
Soka Gakkai leaders: “The
Soka Gakkai exists to make
such people, the genuine com-
mon people, happy. For this
purpose, Buddhism, too, exists.
Don’t you think so? You have to
remember this point.”

Kosen-rufu is an endless ef-
fort to remember this. To re-
turn to this all-important idea
again and again, in everything
that we do. To always find new
ways of putting it into prac-
tice, making it real, sharing
this empowering outlook with
more friends.

“We should base every SGI-
USA activity, from our district
discussion meetings to the May
Commemorative Contribution,
on the members’ happiness,”
Mr. Nagashima emphasizes.
“This is our starting point, every
time. Our sole purpose is to dis-
cover greater and greater hap-
piness for every participant.”

We could call it Purpose 
No.1 .  As long as  we keep
strengthening it in our hearts,
we cannot help but stay on the
right track. This is the lesson of
May 3, 1979, the lesson of the
last 22 years. This is how the
SGI will keep growing, how
kosen-rufu will keep expand-
ing, from May 3, 2001, far into
the future.   WT

A Most Important Lesson

BY JEFF FARR
MANAGING EDITOR

There is a great
lesson to be learned
from SGI President
Ikeda’s leadership
since May 3, 1979.

Seeing the great health of
our organization today, it
may be hard to believe

that just two decades ago the SGI
faced a very serious problem. In
1979, some Nichiren Shoshu
priests, hoping to take control of
the organization, pulled together
a conspiracy to force President
Ikeda’s resignation (as Soka
Gakkai president in Japan).

For many members, it was an
intensely confusing time —
what the priests were really up
to was unclear, although the ten-
sion between Nichiren Shoshu
and the organization was well
known. The function of the
priesthood vs. that of the laity
became a big question in many
people’s minds. What was the
right way to proceed for kosen-
rufu? Who was best qualified
to lead the way? Did Nichiren
Daishonin have anything to say
about this in his writings?

Over these 22 years, Presi-
dent Ikeda has taken the SGI
from great confusion to great
clarity through what we could
call his own Soka Spirit move-
ment. He has worked harder
than anyone to educate all of
us — always based on the
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BY JAMIE LIPTAN
STAFF WRITER

On April 18, the city of
Monterey Park, Calif.,
presented a commenda-

tion to the youth of SGI-USA
for their local efforts to promote
the Victory Over Violence pro-
gram and support the city’s an-
nual Cherry Blossom Festival.

City Council Member Judy
Chu, impressed with the con-
tribution of the youth of SGI-
USA’s Los Angeles No. 4 Re-
gion to the festival each year,
recommended the commenda-
tion to the city council. “We ap-
plaud you for encouraging
youth participation in identify-
ing and counteracting the root
cause of violence in their lives,”
the commendation reads.

In a message to the mayor and
city council, SGI President
Ikeda wrote: “Thank you very
much for this generous gift. It is
such a great honor for us. The
most important people are
today’s youth, who will shoulder
the future of humanity. There-
fore, we are receiving this recog-
nition as encouragement to con-
tinue our efforts to inspire and
cultivate successive generations
of capable youth dedicated to
peace and nonviolence. In this
way, all the SGI-USA members
will dedicate ourselves to living

up to the lofty ideals your recog-
nition today represents. From
the bottom of my heart, thank
you very much!”

A group of SGI-USA youth
received the commendation
and donated 50 copies of Pres-

General Director
Daniel Nagashima

Publisher
Fred M. Zaitsu

Assistant Publisher
Greg Martin

Editor in Chief
Ted Morino

Managing Editor
Jeff Farr

jfarr@sgi-usa.org

Staff Writer
Jamie Liptan

jliptan@sgi-usa.org

Staff Photographer
Gregory Nakasuji

Contributing Artists
Stephanie Sydney

ssydney@sgi-usa.org 
Linda Eberle

Staff Translators
Jeff Kriger

Shin Yatomi

Contributing Photographers
Joe Henson

Jean Pritchard
Stephanie Sydney

Bureau Chiefs
Angela Harris, Atlanta

Fletcher Dalton, Boston
Veronica Evans, Chicago
Jim Dreisbach, Florida

Joanne Tachibana, Hawaii
Kathleen Slattery, Los Angeles

Cheryl Utley, Midwest
Robert Taliaferro, New York

Dave Shadovitz, Philadelphia
Irlene Owada, Rocky Mountain

Liz Anderson, San Diego
Ron Baird, San Francisco

Bill Lawrence, Seattle
Troy Murrain, Texas

Robin Meader, Washington, D.C.

Foreign Language Pages
Chinese: Ingrid Yeh
Korean: Charles Lee

Spanish: Martha Mauny
Japanese: Katsunori Umezawa

READERS COMMENTS
Send to:
Mailbox

606 Wilshire Blvd. PO Box 1427
Santa Monica, CA  90406-9907

or e-mail: wt@sgi-usa.org

SUBSCRIPTIONS
1-800-835-4558

or e-mail: SGISUBS@aol.com

FRIENDS FOR PEACE
ffp@sgi-usa.org

SEIZE THE DAY
seize@sgi-usa.org

FINE PRINT
fine print@sgi-usa.org

SPANISH PAGES
wtspanish@sgi-usa.org

The World Tribune welcomes
reader submissions. If you are

interested in contributing an article
or photograph, please contact us
for guidelines. Together we can

make a great newspaper.

The 
SGI-USA’s
Weekly
Newspaper

Monterey Park Commends
Youth Efforts for VOV

ident Ikeda’s book The Way of
Youth to the city. “In this book,
Dr. Ikeda aims to help young
people to have hope and confi-
dence in their future,” said
Nobuko Kobayashi, SGI-
USA’s high school division

leader and a youth leader for
the area that includes Monterey
Park. “The book donation is a
symbol of our commitment to
and extension of our friendship
with the youth of the city of
Monterey Park.” WT

came many life-threatening
persecutions. His followers
were likewise imprisoned, ban-
ished and killed as a result of
false allegations.

During the Atsuhara Persecu-
tion, 20 peasant followers were
arrested and tortured. And three
of them — Jinshiro, Yagoro and
Yarokuro — were decapitated.

Because Soka Gakkai fought
militarism, presidents Maki-
guchi and Toda were sent to
prison, where Makiguchi died.

These are just a few exam-
ples. Countless people have
been persecuted because of
their faith. We must on no ac-
count forget this. The criticism
or calumny that we face today
pales by comparison. It is like
tiny ripples on the water’s sur-
face. Therefore, no matter what
hardship we encounter, we have
to fearlessly advance until we
have triumphed over it.

City Council Member Judy Chu (right) of Monterey Park, Calif., presents a commendation to SGI-USA members for
the organization’s efforts to promote the Victory Over Violence program in the city, April 18.

At the same time, while we
might speak of martyrdom, we
definitely must not be reckless
with our precious lives. Stead-
fastly struggling for kosen-rufu,
making use of every available
moment, is comparable to mar-
tyring ourselves for the teaching.

We must have the discerning
eye to strictly distinguish be-
tween justice and injustice. The
French thinker Rousseau says:
“A person of genuine tolerance
does not condone evil. He does
not tolerate any dogma that vil-
ifies people.” Thomas Jefferson
cries out, “If you enlighten the
people...you will find that their
oppressions of body and mind
‘will vanish like evil spirits at
the dawn of day.’”

Unless young philosophers
speak out for justice, there
is no hope for the future.

Before the unforgettable
March 16, 1958, President Toda
composed a message for youth:

“When youth of the present age
deeply ponder how they can
bring peace to the confused po-
litical and economic conditions
of the world, and how they can
create security for the people of
Japan and other countries, it is
certain that all people, includ-
ing those middle- and old-aged,
will naturally join them in their
efforts to elect upstanding na-
tional representatives.... Youth
should be entrusted with vigi-
lantly watching over politics.”

That was Toda’s testament. I
want to present his words to
youth .  For  unless  young
philosophers speak out for jus-
tice, there will be no hope for
Japan’s future.

This is the century of the
youth division. I want you to
stand up and take full responsi-
bility for kosen-rufu, struggling
with all your might to construct
your own golden tower of vic-
tory. Now is your chance.

Any area you choose is fine,

but somehow create a history.
Such efforts will bring you
tremendous gain.

Even if no one is watching,
the Gohonzon sees everything.
And I am watching over you.
Rack your mind, take bold ac-
tion and tirelessly speak out for
justice — 10 times, 100 times
more vigorously.

I hope you will seek out diffi-
cult struggles, train and polish
yourselves, and grow with ever-
increasing speed. That is the most
important thing. Your growth will
determine the SGI’s future.

Helen Keller writes: “It is for
us to pray not for tasks equal to
our powers, but for powers equal
to our tasks, to go forward with
a great desire forever beating at
the door of our hearts as we
travel towards the distant goal.”

Let us undertake a cheerful,
joyful struggle, vowing to real-
ize great victory during the first
half of this year. I look forward
to seeing you again soon.    WT
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Dr. Elders with Soka University of America, Calabasas graduate students
and staff at SUA’s Human Rights Lecture Series.

BY MARK KORAL 
LOS ANGELES CORRESPONDENT

On Feb. 28, the Human
Rights Lecture Series at
Soka University of

America’s Calabasas campus
welcomed M. Joycelyn Elders,
M.D., the first African Ameri-
can and second woman to hold
the post of surgeon general of
the United States. Dr. Elders is
also a renowned lecturer and the
author of From Sharecropper’s
Daughter to Surgeon General
of the United States. She is the
recipient of many awards in-
cluding the Dr. Nathan Davis
Award and the National Coali-
tion of 100 Black Women’s Can-
dace Award for Health Science. 

During the U.S. Senate hear-
ings on her confirmation as sur-
geon general in 1993, Dr. Elders
commented: “I want to change
the way we think about health by
putting prevention first. I want to
be the voice and vision of the
poor and powerless. I want to
change concern about social
problems that affect health into
commitment. And I would like
to make every child born in
America a wanted child.” 

In her human rights lecture
on “Education and Personal Re-
sponsibility,” Dr. Elders spoke
about giving priority to public
health education programs to
the young and poor. She re-
marked that every U.S. presi-
dent has been an “education
president.” But now it’s time
that we, the people, begin to

make our leaders live up to what
they say they’ll do. 

Dr. Elders told the audience
that if “we don’t like the di-
rection things are going, then
we, ourselves, have to get up,
get involved and make sure
our politicians become the
kinds of leaders we want and
do what we want done. We
want to make sure we protect
the most valuable resource we
will ever have, our children,
and  make  su re  they  a re
healthy, educated, motivated
and that they have hope for the
future.” Dr. Elders urged that
in order for a revolution to
occur in our society — that is,
to have the kind of society we
say we want — each of us
needs to be present at the table,
to speak up and be part of the
decision-making process. 

She went on to say that “for
democracy to continue in this
country, we must overcome the
ignorance that endangers it. We
need to teach our young people
about responsibility for self, for
others and for the community.
To make a difference in our so-
ciety, we have to become more
responsible as a society.” 

Dr. Elders told the students,
“When you complete your stud-
ies, please take with you four
things: first, keep a voice in
your ear that can hear all the
people who are less fortunate
than you — the people who are
suffering, people who need
your help — so that when you
are making decisions for the

Dr. Joycelyn Elders, former surgeon general of the United States, speaks at the
Human Rights Lecture Series at Soka University of America, Calabasas, Feb. 28.

HUMAN RIGHTS LECTURE SERIES AT SOKA UNIVERSITY OF AMERICA, CALABASAS

Former U.S. Surgeon General
Lectures at SUA, Calabasas 

21st century you will hear their
voices; second, keep a vision in
your eyes that extends much
further than your eyes can see;
third, have a diploma in your
hand, and; fourth, keep a song
in your heart to deal with the
diff icult problems that will
come before you.” 

Dr. Elders shared her view
that “we’ve got to have com-
prehensive healthcare educa-
tion programs in our schools
from kindergarten to 12th
grade. If we have the schools
teaching reading, writing and
arithmetic, why not also have
them teach the students to be
physically, emotionally and
psychologically f it? What
good does it do for them to be
experts in physics and calcu-
lus if they don’t know how to
care for their physical and
psychological health?” 

She told the audience her
mother gave her four gifts of
wisdom that has served her
well throughout life, espe-

cially during the most diffi-
cult and trying times: “Always
do your best; that’s good
enough. Don’t throw away to-
morrow by worrying about
yesterday. Recognize the truth
and speak out against wrong-
doing. If you want to get out
of the cotton fields, get some-
thing in your head.” Dr. El-
ders concluded by quoting Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr., who
said, “Be something, do some-
thing and leave something.” 

From its inception in 1992,
SUA’s Human Rights Lecture
Series has provided a forum
for dozens of nationally and
internat ional ly renowned
speakers to address issues re-
lating to peace, social justice
and societal reform. For more
information on the Human
Rights Lecture Series, which
is free and open to the public,
please contact Deborah diCe-
sare in SUA’s Calabasas Pro-
gram Development Office at
818-878-3780. WT
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Based on more than 20
years of peace proposals

and university lectures, For
the Sake of Peace expresses
SGI President Ikeda’s pas-
sionate yet practical vision
of the way to achieve peace
in the new millennium.

Applying 
Buddhism to 

Daily Life

Available now from your
favorite neighborhood or 

on-line booksellers.
(Not available at 

SGI-USA bookstores.)

“Any individual who has
questioned whether he or
she could actually make a
difference should read this
book, become inspired and
walk the path of peace.”

—David Krieger,
President, Nuclear Age
Peace Foundation

• The Path of Self-
Mastery

• The Path of Dialogue
and Tolerance

• The Path of Community

• The Path of Culture

• The Path of Nations

• The Path of Global
Awareness

• The Path of
Disarmament


