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MOREHOUSE COLLEGE HONORS SGI PRESIDENT

Courtesy of SEIKYO PRESS

SEE PAGES 5-8

SGI President Ikeda was inducted into the
Martin Luther King Jr. International Col-
legium of Scholars of Morehouse College, At-
lanta, by Dr. Lawrence Carter Sr., dean of the
Martin Luther King Jr. International Chapel at
Morehouse College on Sept. 7. The induction
ceremony was held during the 49th Soka
Gakkai Headquarters Leaders Meeting, which
took place at the Tokyo Makiguchi Memorial
Hall in Hachioji, Japan. That evening, a dia-
logue on the life of Dr. King was conducted
among President Ikeda, Dean Carter and Dr.
George D. Miller, a philosophy professor and
director of the Scholars Academy of Lewis

Dr. Lawrence Carter (left) introduces a portrait of SGI President Ikeda and Mrs. Ikeda that will be displayed at the University in Illinois.
Martin Luther King Jr. International Chapel from next spring.

Photo by LUCY ESTEPHANOS

LiINUS PAULING EXHIBITION IN ATLANTA
Ending the Millennium
in Peace

By ANGELA HARRIS Workshop and discussions on
ATLANTA CORRESPONDENT health and spirituality have

been scheduled to promote di-
tlanta, home of Dr. Mar-
A tin Luther King Jr., one
of the 20th century’s
greatest advocates for nonvio-
lence, civil rights and peace, is
currently hosting the “Linus
Pauling and the Twentieth Cen-
tury” exhibition, sponsored by
the Pauling family, Oregon
State University and the Soka
Gakkai International. The exhi-
bition opened Sept. 14 and will
run through Dec. 6 at Schatten
Gallery in the Woodruff Library
of Emory University’s presti-
gious campus.
Other events such as a film
festival, the Children’s Peace
Day, Women’s Peace Poetry

alogue on peace and prosper-
ity into the 21st century.

SGI President Ikeda and Dr.
Linus Pauling, a renowned sci-
entist and social activist
known as the father of modern
chemistry, became great
friends during the last years of
Dr. Pauling’s life. The two hu-
manists engaged in an ongoing
dialogue, later published
under the title 4 Quest For
Peace, geared toward human-
ity’s successful evolution.

Linus Pauling Jr. discovered
this relationship when he

PLEASE SEE PAULING, 10

Linus Pauling Jr. stands in front of a portrait of his father at the opening of the ‘Linus Pauling and the Twentieth
Century exhibition at Emory University in Atlanta, Sept. 14.
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Introducing SUA’

Edward M. Feasel, Ph.D., Dean
of Students and Professor of
Economics, Michelle Hobby,
Director of Student Activities
and Residential Life, and Hyon
Jung Moon, Assistant to the
Dean of Students, make up Soka
University, Aliso Viejo's new
Student Affairs team.

was appointed the first

dean of students at Soka
University of America, Aliso
Viejo as well as Professor of
Economics. Ed came to SUA,
AV from the Public Policy In-
stitute where he was a research
fellow from 1996 to 1998. He
was also a visiting professor in
the Department of Economics
at the University of California,
Berkeley in 1997. Ed shares his
excitement about joining SUA:
“It’s very rare to have this op-
portunity to develop a new uni-

In 1998, Edward M. Feasel

A L I

S O V 1 E

J O

versity, literally from the
ground level. The students who
come to SUA are going to be pi-
oneers — they will help estab-
lish the traditions and policies
that will set the stage for SUA’s
future development.”

He has also lectured at a
number of European universi-
ties prior to his appointment to
SUA, AV, including in the De-
partment of Economics, Uni-
versity of  Economics,
Bratislava, Slovak Republic
and the Department of Eco-
nomics, Central European Uni-
versity, Prague, Czech Repub-
lic (1991-92).

Ed emphasizes: “One of the
benefits of going to a small lib-
eral arts college like SUA is that
students get to interact with fac-
ulty beyond the classroom. Stu-
dent activities, clubs and ath-
letics are all arenas where our
faculty will be engaged with

C A M P U S

Send in your own questions,
and we’ll share the answers!

Question:

I would like to visit the
SUA, Aliso Viejo campus and
see it for myself. How do I
arrange a tour?

Answer:

SUA, Aliso Viejo’s next
Family Tour Day will be May 5,
2001. Everyone is welcome,
and you may make a reserva-
tion by e-mailing us at
info@soka.edu or calling (949)
472-3051. If you are applying
for the fall 2001 entering fresh-
man class and wish to see the
campus before that date, please
contact us at the same number,
and we will arrange a time for
you to visit the campus.

Question:
My parents cannot afford to

send me to SUA. Can SUA
provide financial aid?

Answer:

Yes. The admission process
at SUA is based upon merit and
does not consider your ability
to pay. Once a student has been
admitted to SUA, we will work
with each family that has sub-
mitted the required financial
aid form to put together a fi-
nancial aid package especially
for them. A typical package
will include student loans, stu-
dent work/study and a scholar-
ship grant from the university.
Some of these grants will be
made possible by the SGI-USA
Scholarship Fund. SUA’s goal
is that all admitted students will
be able to attend SUA, regard-
less of their economic status.

If you have questions of

any kind about SUA, please
send them to SUA at either
admission@soka.edu  or
info@soka.edu. We will use
this World Tribune column to
share our answer with others
who might have the same
questions.

students. Serving as both Dean
of Students and Professor of
Economics, I hope to facilitate
this close interaction between
faculty and students in new and
exciting ways.”

Edreceived his training from
UC Berkeley, earning his Ph.D.
in Economics (1994) and his
BA also in Economics from
Yale University in New Haven,
Conn. (1988).

With less than a year to go
before SUA, AV opens its doors
in fall 2001, Ed has been work-
ing hard and heads a team that
is developing policies and pro-
cedures related to student af-
fairs and residential life. “Our
goal is to make SUA a nurtur-
ing community where students
feel inspired to learn and to be-
come the very best human be-
ings they can be,” Ed says.

Helping Ed in Student Affairs
is Michelle Hobby, who is the Di-
rector of Student Activities and
Residential Life. Michelle, who
is proficient in Spanish and
Japanese, joined SUA, AV in
September from the University of
California, Irvine Extension,
where she served as Student Af-
fairs Officer for the last seven
years directing a unique housing
program. At SUA, Michelle’s re-
sponsibilities will be similar, in-
cluding overseeing student activ-
ities programs on and off campus
and managing the university’s
housing and residential life.

s Student Affairs Team

Courtesy of SUA

(L-r) Hyon Jung Moon, Ed Feasel and Michelle Hobby.

“What we want to do here is
provide an environment that is
supportive, and where students
can develop positive relation-
ships both in and outside of the
classroom,” notes Michelle.
“We want to provide them with
services that are going to stimu-
late both their academic and per-
sonal growth, and help them to
become well-rounded people.”

Hyon Jung Moon is the As-
sistant to the Dean of Students
and will help Ed with all as-
pects of administrative sup-
port, communications with
students and vendor relations
for Student Affairs. Like

Michelle, Hyon joined SUA,
AV in September with interna-
tional experiences. She has
worked as a translator and in-
terpreter at the Tokyo Fuji Art
Museum and as a Project Spe-
cialist and International Man-
agement of Technology Fellow
for American Express Travel
Related Services.

“I’'m really looking forward
to working with our students,”
mentions Hyon. “I can say that
all of us in Student Affairs are
striving to provide students
with an atmosphere that is pos-
itive, and one that they can eas-
ily call their home.”

Interested in Working at SUA?

oka University of Amer-
S ica, Aliso Viejo cur-

rently has seven staff po-
sitions and one faculty
position open. Check our em-
ployment page regularly at
www.soka.edu for current job
openings.

SUA Seeks a Director of
Development

The Director is responsible
for the overall management of
fundraising activities for the
University. She/he will work
closely with the President,
Vice President of Administra-
tive Affairs and the Director of
Community Relations. In
consultation with this group,
the Director designs, plans,
directs and implements all as-
pects of the program; identi-
fies and cultivates prospective
donors; maintains communi-

cations with established
donors and develops promo-
tional materials and publica-
tion and oversees their pro-
duction. Working with a small
staff, she/he prepares status
reports, coordinates submis-
sion of proposals to founda-
tions and corporations, main-
tains and records gifts, and
prepares financial reports.
SUA is seeking a person who
has strong leadership, man-
agement and organizational
skills and who has a success-
ful proven track record in
fund-raising, and also the mo-
tivation, creativity and initia-
tive to surpass goals.
Candidates should have: A
Bachelor’s degree/Master’s de-
gree preferred, minimum of
five years professional experi-
ence administering develop-
ment programs within a uni-
versity, nonprofit corporation

or comparable institution, or
other related experience re-
quired. Development experi-
ence in California (Orange
County) desirable.

Salary will be commensu-
rate with qualifications and
experience. SUA also offers a
competitive benefits package.
Review of applications will
begin immediately and will
continue until the position is
filled. To apply send a letter of
interest, resume, salary re-
quirements and three profes-
sional references to:

Katherine M. King, PHR
Human Resources Manager
Soka University of America
1 University Drive

Aliso Viejo, CA 92656-4105

Soka University of Amer-
ica is an equal opportunity
employer.
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SUA Honors Gandhi and Paulmg Famllles

By TED MORINO
EDITOR IN GHIEF

oka University of Amer-
S ica, Aliso Viejo has

named its first two acad-
emic buildings after Mohandas
and Kasturba Gandhi and Linus
and Ava Helen Pauling. The
university’s intent is to com-
mend not only Gandhi, who
fought for peace through non-
violence, and Pauling, father of
modern chemistry and winner
of a Nobel Prize for peace, but
also their wives who con-
tributed significantly to their
efforts.

Currently under construction
and scheduled for completion
by spring 2001, these will serve
as a stage for SUA students to
develop into leaders for peace.
SUA hopes to create a great tra-

dition by inheriting the spirit of
these historical figures.

In response to the announce-
ment, Arun Gandhi, grandson
of Mohandas Gandhi and
founder of the M.K. Gandhi In-
stitute for Nonviolence, said: “I
see SGI President Ikeda’s
worldwide activity for peace as
a precious example of the in-
heritance of my grandfather’s
spirit of nonviolence. It is my
sincere wish that SUA will
carry on the founder’s example
and build a splendid university.”

“I and others in the Pauling
family are greatly honored that
an SUA building will be named
after my parents,” said Dr. Linus
Pauling Jr. “I am sure that my
parents would feel the same way
if they were alive. I expect grad-
uates of SUA to be at the fore-
front of peace promotion.”

A

G L ANCE

Calabasas Campus

Aliso Viejo Campus

Academic Program

Graduate School

Liberal Arts College

admissions deadlines | April 30, 2001

Dedication date Feb. 3, 1987 May 3, 2001

Degree offered Master of Arts (MA) Bachelor of Arts (BA)

Major Second and Foreign Language Education Liberal Arts

Concentration(s) Teaching English to Speakers of Humanities; International Studies;
Other Languages (TESOL) Social and Behavioral Sciences

Program duration 11/2 years 4 years

Fall 2001

Jan. 15, 2001 (Regular)

Admissions e-mail

grad_admissions @soka.edu

admissions@soka.edu

Admissions telephone | 818-878-3717

949-389-9500

888-600-SOKA (toll free),

Calabasas, CA 91302

Fax number 818-880-9326 949-472-3059, 949-362-3775
Web page www.soka.edu/calabasas www.soka.edu/homeav.html
Address 26800 West Mulholland Hwy., 1 University Drive,

Aliso Viejo, CA 92656

» Concrete is being poured in
front and back of the Daisaku
and Kaneko lkeda Library.

« Eight lily ponds have been
constructed near Linus and Ava
Helen Pauling Hall.

* The atrium (dome) ceiling
in Founders Hall is now com-
pleted. (Founders Hall was for-
merly known as the Student and
Community Services Building.
It has been renamed for all the
people helping make the uni-
versity possible.)

elebrate the beginning
@ofthe real New Millen-

nium at Soka Univer-
sity’s New Year’s Eve Gala on
the new Aliso Viejo campus
site! Dress: Black Tie and Ten-
nis Shoes. Donation: $100 per
person. All proceeds benefit
the SUA Millennium Scholar-
ship Endowment Fund. This
special evening includes
walking tours (sparkle up
those tennis shoes), dinner
and Big Band dancing. Please
contact info@soka.edu or call
(949) 472-3051 if you would
like to receive an invitation
with all of the details or make
a reservation.
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Uruguay Issues Stamp Commemorat-
ing SGI's 25th Anniversary

On Oct. 2, the Oriental Republic of
Uruguay’s Postal Service unveiled an
official stamp commemorating the
25th anniversary of the SGI in Monte-
video, Uruguay. The Republic pre-
sented SGI President Daisaku Ikeda
with acommendation in recognition of
his leadership of the SGI and its peace
activities. The stamp, designed by E. de
Ogueta, features reliefs of first and
second Soka Gakkai presidents,
Tsunesaburo Makiguchi and Josei
Toda, respectively, and the SGI logo.
The stamp can be viewed on Uruguay
Postal Service’s home page, at
www.correo.com.uy/filatelia/frames/
index_ingles.htm.

Engraved Rock Dedicated at Tobong
SGI Peace Park, Seoul, Korea

On Oct. 10, a rock monument en-
graved with a portion of an epic poem
by SGI President Ikeda was unveiled
at Seoul’s Tobong SGI Peace Park. The
park was officially entrusted to SGI-
Korea’s care in April of this year by the
Tobong District of Seoul, South Korea.

The park covers 51,774 square feet and
is filled with 200 luxuriant maiden-
hair trees planted in the spring by local
SGI-Korea members.

SGI Human Rights Exhibition Opens
in ltalian City

On Sept. 16, the SGI’s human rights
exhibition “Toward a Century of Hu-
manity — An Overview of Human
Rights in Today’s World” opened at Cas-
tel Senese, built by the Medicci family
in the Middle Ages, in Grosseto City,
Italy. The exhibition displays pho-
tographs and facts on the history of
human rights, violations of freedom of
thought, religion and expression, and
the rights of women, children and dis-
placed people. Approximately 400
guests came to the opening, including
Grosseto’s mayor and other government
officials. The exhibition, supported by
the United Nations Information Center

(UNIC), has traveled to five cities where
77,000 have viewed the exhibition.

SGI Children’s Exhibition Opens in
Wolfratshausen, Germany

On Sept. 13, the SGI “World Boys
and Girls Art Exhibition” opened in
Wolfratshausen, Germany. The exhi-
bition includes 150 drawings and
paintings by children of 100 countries
and regions, as well as 250 by local
children. Approximately 300 guests,
including Wolfratshausen’s mayor, at-
tended the opening. This is the second
showing in Germany, following a No-
vember 1999 showing in Hamburg.

SGl-France Holds Music Festival

On Oct. 1, SGI-France youth hosted
a music festival in Paris. About 4,000
people participated in the festival, held
in the afternoon and evening. Approx-

imately 300 youthful performers
staged a colorful cultural performance
that included choruses, ballet and a
fife-and-drum corps. SGI President
Daisaku Ikeda sent a message, asking
the young people to blaze a trail with
passion and hope for a human renais-
sance in the new millennium. Andre
Fage, the co-founder of the Val de
Bievres Photo Club, was among the
guests.

Four Thousand SGI-Peru Youth
Sponsor Music Festival

On Sept. 24, SGI-Peru youth spon-
sored amusic festival commemorating
Soka Gakkai’s 70th anniversary, the
SGI's 25th anniversary, and the 40th
anniversary of Oct. 2, World Peace
Day. SGI President Ikeda began his
worldwide journey for peace on
Oct. 2, 1960. The theme song for the
festival, “Song of Victory,” is a Japan-
ese pop-tune written by Okinawa-
based singer Alberto Shiroma, origi-
nally from Peru. Four thousand youth
gathered for the event at an outdoor
theater in Lima, Peru.

Courtesy of SOKANET
(www.sokagakkai.or.jp)

BupDHISM IN DAILY LIFE

The Three Existences

ne of the most funda-
O mental tenets of Bud-

dhism is the eternity of
life. Human beings perceive the
continuous flow of time in
terms of past, present and fu-
ture. These three are inextrica-
bly linked by the law of cause
and effect. The Contemplation
on the Mind-Ground Sutra
states: “If you want to under-
stand the causes that existed in
the past, look at the results as
they are manifested in the pres-
ent. And if you want to under-
stand what results will be man-
ifested in the future, look at the
causes that exist in the present
(The Writings of Nichiren Dai-
shonin, p. 279).

While it is very important
that we take responsibility for
all the effects we are experi-
encing at this moment and not
diminish our own power by ap-
portioning blame to some third
party, the emphasis in Nichiren
Daishonin’s Buddhism always
is to practice the Buddhism of
the True Cause; that is, to con-
centrate soley on the cause we
are making in the present,
thereby assuring that we create
positive effects in the future. We
are encouraged to establish
firm goals, linked to the high-
est goal of kosen-rufu, in order
to advance with a sense of pur-
pose and hope.

It is human to become dis-
couraged at times. If the
progress toward our goals could
take the shape of a straight line
on a graph proceeding unhin-
dered from bottom left to top
right corner, then this pursuit
could be managed totally by the
intellect and we would not need
Buddhism. Faith in Buddhism,
however, opens our lives to a
world of infinite possibility, of
limitless power.

In Space and Eternal Life, a
dialogue between eminent as-
tronomer Chandra Wickramas-
inghe and SGI President Daisaku
Ikeda, Mr. Ikeda states: “Bud-
dhism expounds the principle
that ‘the Universe is one’s self.’
It teaches that the human being
is essentially one with the Uni-
verse and clarifies the vastness of
the human mind. Spatially the
infinite expanse of the Universe
in the ten directions and tempo-
rally the eternal flow of time
spanning the three existences of
past, present and future—all this
is contained in a single moment
of one’s mind” (p. 6).

From the standpoint of Bud-
dhahood, our past, no matter
how murky, becomes a reason
to be joyful; it is what got us
here, to this moment. The future
exists only in our imaginations,
and we are free to imagine our-
selves as happy, confident peo-

ple who are winners in life.

In the 53rd installment of
“The Wisdom of the Lotus
Sutra: a Discussion on Religion
in the Twenty-first Century,”
Daisaku Ikeda has this to say:
“Now is eternity. Right now is
the ‘beginning.” The past is
gone. The future has not yet ar-
rived. The present momentis all
that exists.

“The present in an instant be-
comes the past. We may say that
it exists; we may also say that it
doesn’t exist. This is the mean-
ing of non-substantiality. Life
continues from moment to mo-
ment. Apart from this moment,
life has no actuality. One mo-
ment we might feel happiness;
the next, misery.

“To view this moment of life
as the direct effect of some
cause made in the past is to
think in terms of the True Ef-
fect. To think, in other words, ‘I
did that, so this happened.”’ But
that perspective alone will not
give rise to hope.

“The key is to view one’s life
at the present moment as the
cause for creating future effects.
This is the True Cause that
reaches the very depths of one’s
being. Itisnota superficial cause.

“Temporally, our lives are
rooted in the life of time with-
out beginning. Spatially, they
are the True Cause that per-

vades the entire realm of phe-
nomena. This is Nam-myoho-
renge-kyo, the eternal cosmic
life, the great principle that
moves the entire universe and
sparks constant development.

“Therefore, when we believe
in the Gohonzon as the embod-
iment of that Law, chant the
Mystic Law and take action, at
that moment we are experienc-
ing eternity. And it is then that
the eternally pure and boundless
life force that is ‘neither created
nor adorned, but remaining in
its original state’ (Gosho Zen-
shu, p. 759) wells forth. We
enjoy complete freedom in both
the present and the future.
Nichiren Daishonin’s Buddhism
is the Buddhism of hope.”

“No matter how bad our pre-
sent circumstances might be,
even if it seems we are fighting
alosing battle, we must stand up
determined not to be defeated,
and from there show actual
proof of the limitless potential
of the Mystic Law. Is this not the
true purpose of faith?”” (October
Living Buddhism, pp. 32-33).

When we are struggling to
bring about some great change
in our lives, it is only natural
that we start to observe our neg-
ative thoughts and responses.
However, having once estab-
lished during our daimoku that
we definitely are going to
change, then each time nega-
tive thoughts come in, we can
immediately counteract them.
Let’s say we have determined to
treasure every person. The next

time the phone rings in the mid-
dle of our favorite “soap,” we
may find ourselves groaning
“Oh, no!,” but in the time it
takes to get up and answer, we
can decide, “Whoever this is,
I’m going to treasure them!” It
is small continual efforts like
this that bring about big, dra-
matic changes. As President
Ikeda says, this is not a superfi-
cial cause, but one that reaches
the very depths of our being.

Courtesy of UK Express
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MOREHOUSE COLLEGE HONORS

n Sept. 7, Morehouse
O College, the alma mater
of American civil rights
leader Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr., inducted SGI President
Ikeda into its Martin Luther
King Jr. International Col-
legium of Scholars. The cere-
mony was held at the Tokyo
Makiguchi Memorial Hall in
Hachioji and officiated by Dr.
Lawrence E. Carter Sr., dean of
the college’s King International
Chapel. Dr. Carter was accom-
panied by close friend and col-
league Dr. George D. Miller,
professor of philosophy at
Lewis University in Illinois.
Commencing the ceremony,
Dr. Carter lauded President
Ikeda for promoting the un-
conditional love and spirit of
nonviolence embodied by
Jesus Christ, Mahatma Gandhi
and Dr. King (see Dr. Carter’s
speech below). Dr. Carter then
read the induction citation,
which pays tribute to the SGI
leader’s humanistic contribu-
tions and proclaims him to be
amember of the Martin Luther
King Jr. International Col-
legium of Scholars. It states:
“You are strengthening global
democracy by educating us
through your emphatic dedica-
tion to the mentor—disciple
principle.... [Y]our voice and
life echo the teachings and ac-
tivism of the Reverend Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. and Mo-
handas Karamchand ‘Ma-
hatma’ Gandhi.”

After formally handing the
citation to President Ikeda, Dr.
Carter then presented Mr. and
Mrs. Ikeda with an enlarged
photograph of an oil painting
of the two of them standing to-
gether with Tsunesaburo
Makiguchi and Josei Toda, the
first and second Soka Gakkai
presidents. He explained that
the original oil would be un-
veiled on April 1, 2001, in the
Great Nave of the King Inter-
national Chapel for induction
into the school’s International
Hall of Honor.

In his acceptance speech,
President Ikeda touched on
Martin Luther King Jr.’s “I
Have a Dream” speech,
which is regarded as one of
the greatest speeches of the
20th century (see Oct. 13
World Tribune). Dr. King de-
livered the address on Aug.
28, 1963, during the historic
civil rights march on Wash-
ington D.C., which was held
to commemorate the 100th
anniversary of President
Abraham Lincoln’s Emanci-
pation Proclamation declar-
ing an end to slavery. At the
time, Dr. King was 34.

Before a crowd of some
250,000, Dr. King declared: “I
say to you today, my friends,
that in spite of the difficulties
and frustrations of the mo-
ment, I still have a dream.”
President Ikeda observed that
Dr. King, true to his words,
dedicated his life to the lofty

C OL L E G E
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SGI PRESIDENT

SGI President Ikeda is inducted by Dr. Lawrence Carter into Morehouse College’s Martin Luther King Jr.
International Collegium of Scholars, at the Tokyo Makiguchi Memorial Hall in Hachioji, Sept. 7.

dream of social justice and
died a martyr for that cause.
Relating how Tsunesaburo
Makiguchi likewise died in
prison in pursuit of the dream of
justice and peace, Mr. lkeda
said that he wished to dedicate
this honor, symbolizing the
glory of the Soka Gakkai’s 70th
anniversary, to the founding
president. The SGI leader also
discussed the convictions of Dr.

Benjamin E. Mays, the sixth
president of Morehouse Col-
lege, who had met Mahatma
Gandhi in India in the 1930s
and became Martin Luther
King Jr.’s mentor.

Founded in 1867 and located
in Atlanta, Morehouse College
has a proud tradition as one of
the country’s leading institu-
tions of higher learning cater-
ing chiefly to African-Ameri-

can students. Its graduates, who
are active in all areas of society,
include ambassadors, univer-
sity presidents and Olympic
gold medallists.

The King International
Chapel seeks to raise awareness
ofthe achievements of Dr. King
and other champions of human
rights, and to transmit the mes-
sage of nonviolence to future
generations.

Tribute to Dr. Daisaku Ikeda

The following is a speech
given by Dr. Lawrence
Edward Carter Sr. at the
49th Headquarters Lead-
ers Meeting in Hachioji,
Japan, Sept. 7.

r. Ikeda, Mrs. Ikeda,
D members of the SGI

and  distinguished
scholars from Soka University
in Japan— before I make my
formal statement, I wish to
make a personal statement. Dr.
Daisaku Ikeda is an enlightened
international role model, moral
example and mentor to genera-
tions in the tradition of the Bud-
dha, Jesus, Gandhi and King. [
am, therefore, pleased to say
that that makes me his disciple.

Speech by

Dr. Lawrence Carter

Good afternoon, I bring you
warm greetings from the alma
mater of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr., Morehouse College,
our 3,000 African American
students, 150 faculty, the pres-
ident and the 35 trustees. [ am
personally very happy to be at
Soka University as the guest of
Dr. Daisaku Ikeda, whom I ad-
mire and consider one of my
spiritual mentors.

Dr. Ikeda, you have kept your
mind in creative, productive
work. You are one of the most
highly educated persons in the
civilized world. You have

plunged into the sea of books to
think your way out of the
wilderness of ideas to climb the
mountaintop of unquestionable
enlightenment. You are a lover
of learning and hence, the rich-
est and happiest of men. You
recognize that reading minds
are growing minds. To read well
is to think well. Your books and
poems are not written for
money, but to inspire higher im-
pulses, adding to the world’s hu-
manity, wisdom, understand-
ing, knowledge and joy. You are
replete with curative virtues
against the maladies of medi-
ocrity and superficiality.

You are endowed with trea-
sures that make the poorest per-
son rich. You have a spiritual
wealth that no power can di-
minish, a dedication to liberal

education and an eternal New
World of wisdom. Your life
gives glory and grace to hu-
mankind. Dr. Ikeda, you are the
quintessential model of civility
recalling the world to sanity by
increasing our moral, intellec-
tual and spiritual love. You are
strengthening global democ-
racy by educating us through
your emphatic dedication to the
mentor—disciple principle.
Therefore, it is my sincere
honor to induct you into our
highest society of value cre-
ation in the American Academy.
Your citation reads:
Morehouse College, be it
known to all that Dr. Daisaku
Ikeda, Third President of Soka
Gakkai, Founder of the Soka
School System of Japan and
Soka University of America;
Because of your life’s mis-
sion, the relevance and the uni-
versality of your scholarship for
the 21st Century; because your

voice and life echo the teach-
ings and activism of the Rev-
erend Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. and Mohandas Karamchand
“Mahatma” Gandhi; and be-
cause of your good character in
the tradition of the New Testa-
ment Good Samaritan, and be-
cause you are the spiritual men-
tor to generations of people of
the world, you are hereby pro-
claimed a member of the Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. International
Collegium of Scholars.

You are henceforth recog-
nized for having embodied the
ecumenical moral laws. These
laws are a synthesis of philo-
sophical ethics originating in
Judeo-Buddhist-Hindu-Is-
lamic-Christian scriptures, tra-
dition and ancient African his-
tory. Dr. King and Mahatma
Gandbhi lived their lives and led
the nonviolent civil and human

PLEASE SEE TRIBUTE, 8
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Set Examples of Nonviolence!

Dean Lawrence E. Carter, of
the Martin Luther King Jr.
International Chapel at
Morehouse College in At-
lanta, and Dr. George D.
Miller, a philosophy profes-
sor of Lewis University in Illi-
nois, discussed the life of Dr.
Martin Luther King with
SGI President Daisaku
Ikeda. The dialogue took
place on the evening of Sept.
7 at the Tokyo Makiguchi
Memorial Hall, following the
49th Headquarters Leaders
Meeting, at which the SGI
president was inducted into
Morehouse College’s Martin
Luther King Jr. Interna-
tional Collegium of Scholars.
The following is a summary
of their discussion about the
battle waged by Dr. King to
establish human equality:

SGI President Ikeda: We
have just concluded the cere-
mony. You must be tired. I ap-
preciate your taking the time for
an informal dialogue with me.

Dean Carter: Today, I feel
that I have completely changed
my life on its deepest level.

Ikeda: Many people want to
learn about Dr. King. Could
you, who carry his spirit, speak
about his justice and truth?

Carter: Yes. I will speak
about how he truly was as I
knew him.

Ikeda: You really look like
Mr. Mandela. I heartily respect
the former president of South
Africa. I understand he once
visited Morehouse College.

Carter: He once came to
Morehouse College on a good-
will trip to the United States.
Ours was the only college in
America that he visited in per-
son. However, he received hon-
orary doctorate degrees from as
many as 38 colleges in 20 min-
utes. His entire visit to More-
house was just over one hour.

Ikeda: I have heard that you
personally met Dr. King when
you were 17. What was your
first impression of him?

Carter: I met him in 1959
when he was 30 years old. Our
meeting took place at the Union
Grove Baptist Church in
Columbus, Ohio. I saw him in
the pastor’s study room after the
morning service. He was sitting
there all by himself when I en-
tered the room. I thought it was
empty. | had asked permission
to go into the pastor’s study to

look at his library. I began ex-
amining the books near the en-
trance. When I turned around to
view the rest of the library, Dr.
King was sitting on the opposite
side of the study watching me.
He asked my name and if I had
considered going to college.
When I said, “Yes,” he recom-
mended Morehouse College.
However, I informed him that
some people close to me op-
posed the idea of my going to
Morehouse. I, therefore, de-
cided to attend a different col-
lege. I met him for the second
time in the second semester of
my freshman year at Virginia
University of Lynchburg. He
delivered a speech titled “The
American Dream.” It was the
most powerful address I had
ever heard. I knew with cer-
tainty I was supposed to be at
Morehouse College.

I called my mother, but her
response to my idea of going to
Morehouse was negative. I de-
liberately entered Boston Uni-
versity after graduating from
college, where Dr. King had
studied for his Ph.D. degree.
My feeling was that [ wanted to
study under the very same pro-
fessors who taught him. These
professors were near retire-
ment, already retired or de-
ceased. I believe I was one of
the last African American stu-
dents to study with Dr. King’s
teachers at Boston.

Carter:
Generally speaking,
Dr. King is believed to
have inherited his non-
violent temperament
from his mother....
He did not want to
attack people, but
rather injustice.

In 1979, the president of
Morehouse College, Dr. Hugh
M. Gloster, offered me the
chance to be the first dean of
the Martin Luther King Jr. In-
ternational Chapel. I was thus
finally able to become part of
Morehouse College. It took
me from 1959 to 1979 to com-
plete my journey.

Ikeda: What do you think
made Dr. King advocate non-
violence?
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(L-r) Dr. George D. Miller, Dean Lawrence Carter and SGI President Ikeda enjoy the view from Tokyo Makiguchi
Memorial Hall after the 49th Headquarters Leaders Meeting, Sept. 7.

Carter: Generally speaking,
Dr. King is believed to have in-
herited his nonviolent tempera-
ment from his mother. He also
realized that oppressed African
Americans could not win a vio-
lent confrontation against the
larger American social order
that was highly oriented to mil-
itarism. He did not want to at-
tack people, but rather injustice.
He believed that the “end” was
pre-existent in the “means.”

Ikeda: I see.

Carter: It is said that his ro-
bust, bullish courage came
from his father, Martin Luther
King Sr. whom everyone fondly
called Daddy King. The senior
King was extremely brave. In
front of his son, he once chal-
lenged a prejudiced southern
white police officer. When Dr.
King was a child, one day he
was riding in the family car with
his father. A white police offi-
cer stopped their car and said to
Daddy King, “Boy, show me
your driver’s license.” His fa-
ther, pointing to his son, said
fearlessly to the policeman:
“This is a boy! I am a man!” It
was rare in those days for blacks
to stand up to whites like that.
Black people usually became
frightened when intimidated by
white people in authority.

Here is another story: It hap-
pened when Dr. King’s father

and he went to buy a pair of
shoes for the younger King.
When they were waiting in the
front of the shoe store where
only white people were gener-
ally served, a clerk requested
them to move to the back of the
store. Daddy King quickly re-
sponded, “I will buy a pair of
shoes from this seat! Other-
wise, [ will take my business
elsewhere!” After being re-
buffed and holding his son’s
hand, the father stepped out of
the shop and said to his son, “I
have had enough of discrimi-
nation. You are no longer
Michael. From this day forth
your name shall be Martin
Luther King Jr., and you will fix
this situation.”

Ikeda: These are indeed pre-
cious stories. What a wonderful
father! By the way, what words
of Dr. King do you like most?

Carter: “Injustice anywhere
is a threat to justice every-
where.” And, “You should be
judged by the content of your
character and not by the color of
your skin.”

Ikeda: Great! What is your
greatest memory of encounter-
ing Dr. King?

Carter: When I was a fresh-
man at Boston University, Dr.
King came to Harvard Univer-
sity to preach. The service was
supposed to start at 11 a.m. but

because he was trapped an-
swering the questions of news-
paper reporters at the Boston
International Airport, he ar-
rived at Harvard two hours late.
No one left Harvard Memorial
Church before his arrival. The
entire congregation was pa-
tiently waiting for his arrival.
On that occasion I had a chance
to speak to Dr. King after the
service. I asked him if he re-
membered me. He stared hard
into my face as I reminded him
of our encounter in Columbus,
Ohio when I was an eleventh
grader, the time he recruited me
to go to Morehouse College. A
light came on in his head and he
said, “Ohyes, [ remember you.”

Ikeda: Is that right?

Carter: Not only that, he
was very happy to know that I
was a student at Boston Uni-
versity, School of Theology, his
alma mater. He then signed a
book for me.

Ikeda: That must be unfor-
gettable for you. By the way,
Dr. King is famous for the his-
toric “I Have A Dream” speech
he gave. Through it, he touched
so many people’s hearts and
motivated them to stand up in
the battle for freedom. What in
his address captured his lis-
tener’s hearts?

Carter: As is well known,
Dr. King was a powerfully elo-
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quent speaker. And he made
use of wonderful metaphors.
Beautiful sounding words nat-
urally gushed from his heart
and his expressions were very
poetic and picturesque. Here
isa good example: When he re-
ferred to the lips of the gover-
nor of Alabama who opposed
the integration of the public
schools of that state, he said,
“The Governor of Alabama
with his lips dripping with in-
terposition and nullification.”

I am afraid that our inter-
preters may not get what he
meant by that expression. Dr.
King’s large words were prob-
ably not understood by the
large crowd who heard him
referencing the Governor of
Alabama. They knew Dr.
King was criticizing the Gov-
ernor for being an obstacle to
African American freedom.
And the polysyllabic sound of
the words, “interposition”
and “nullification” appealed
to the highly developed sense
of tone color in the ear of
African American culture.
Hence, the 250,000-member
crowd before the Lincoln
Memorial roared their ap-
proval and laughter.

Ikeda: You are a wonderful
storyteller for Dr. King. By the
way, where were you when Dr.
King was assassinated? How
did you first hear of his death?
[Dr. King was assassinated in
Memphis, Tennessee on the
evening of April 4, 1968.]

Carter: When he was
killed, I was at Boston Uni-
versity watching a play with
my fiancée. It was a play about
the assassination of President
Abraham Lincoln. During the
intermission, the dean of the
School of Theology, Dr. Wal-
ter G. Muelder got the atten-
tion of my preaching profes-
sor, Dr. Robert E. Luccock,
who was seated in front of us
and invited him out of the au-
ditorium. Dean Muelder was
one of the signatories on Dr.
King’s degree and later on
mine. I saw the two men stand-
ing outside having a serious
talk. Concerned about what
might have gone wrong, I went
outside and asked was every-
thing all right. Dean Muelder,
in a very stern voice, told me,
“Dr. King has been shot.”
After I caught my breath, I
asked him if he was all
right.Dean Muelder replied,
“He died a few minutes ago.”

Hearing this news sent a
shock throughout my body. I in-
stantly decided to leave the the-
ater with Marva, my fiancée.

Walking hand in hand very
slowly, we started down Com-
monwealth Avenue toward the
center of the university to Daniel
Marsh Chapel. We entered the
darkened sanctuary and sat on
the last pew in the rear of the
nave looking up at the rose of
sharon stained glass window of
Christ praying in the Garden of
Gethsemane. With tears flowing
down my face, [ prayed out loud,
“Help me dear God to do some-
thing great for Martin Luther
King Jr. before I die!”

Ikeda: Your words are in-
deed profound. I understand
that you will be giving a sermon
and a lecture at Harvard Uni-
versity Jan. 14 and 15, 2001,
for the anniversary of Dr.
King’s birthday. What will be
your theme?

Ikeda:

Dr. King received an
honorary doctorate
from Morehouse
College when he was
28. It was right after
his courageous, wise
leadership in the
famous bus boycott
movement in
Montgomery, Ala.

Carter: I have not clearly
decided upon a theme yet, but
I will share with you what is on
my mind now. I may address
Dr. King’s awareness of the im-
portance of affirmative action.
He always believed like his
mentor, Benjamin Elijah
Mays, that when you start be-
hind in the race of life, you
have to run faster to catch up.
I have been concerned that
politicians are trying to exploit
the use of Dr. King’s name to
abolish affirmative action pro-
grams. Dr. King believed that
affirmative action was neces-
sary to realize equal competi-
tion between blacks and
whites, since whites have been
more advantaged for several
centuries in the United States.

I'may also address Dr. King’s
view of Christianity. It was not
a narrow-minded perspective
on religion. Dr. King had a big
heart for embracing everybody
irrespective of their faith tradi-
tion. He accepted everyone re-
gardless of their religious creed.
He took seriously Jefferson’s
words that . . . [A]ll men are
created equal.

C oL LEGE

Ikeda: That is a very impor-
tant viewpoint.

Carter: Let me give a con-
crete example. At one time Dr.
King was asked, “Who is the
greatest Christian of the 20th
Century?” His answer was, “Ma-
hatma Gandhi,” a Hindu. He was
able to transcend institutional re-
ligion and to deeply understand
the spirituality of all people.

Ikeda: Dr. Benjamin Mays,
the sixth president of More-
house College and your own
mentor, was a great educator.
He developed your college into
an international institution. He
is also known as Dr. King’s
mentor. What is the most im-
portant thing that you learned
from President Mays? By the
way, the other day you sent me
a book on President Mays that
youwrote. l am deeply grateful.

Carter: You are most wel-
come. President Mays would
often stress the point that we
should see the humanity of our
oppressors. He taught us not to
hurt others for any reason. He
thus taught us to help others to
get rid of the injustice that ex-
ists in their hearts. In this way
he taught us to put a stop to un-
just activities.

Ikeda: Dr. Mays was selected
as one of the 53 most influential
African Americans in United
States history. What do you
think was the biggest role Dr.
Mays played in human history?

Carter: Dr. Mays resolved
to become a person of in-
tegrity and made every effort
to do so in an age when segre-
gation was rampant. In so
doing he planted the seeds of
revolution in the hearts of
Morehouse students. Many of
them acknowledged him as
their mentor and went on to
become social engineers. He
helped these students from his
famous Tuesday morning
Chapel talks to become the
still, small whisper of the
mighty wind that blew down
the walls of segregation. He
said to Morehouse men that
even if they had to ride segre-
gated buses, that after they de-
posited their money in the
front and took their seat in the
rear they should keep their
minds in the front of the bus.

Ikeda: What a wonderful
spirit! His words touched my
heart deeply. Nowadays in Japan
there is a serious cry for refor-
mation in education. So many
cases of youth violence have
been reported in recent years.
How do you think adults should
deal with children who are com-
pelled to resort to violence?
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Carter: This is a very im-
portant question.

Ikeda: It is the most serious
issue in Japan today.

Carter: Arun Gandhi, Ma-
hatma Gandhi’s grandson says,
“Anger is a form of passive vi-
olence.” I believe that the best
way to solve the issue of vio-
lence among the children is for
adults to demonstrate nonvio-
lence through their concrete ac-
tions. Children learn more from
what they see us do than from
what they hear us say. Gandhi is
right, “We must be the change
we wish to see.”

Ikeda: You are right. These
words are very enlightening
and provocative. In a nutshell,
what do you think is the pur-
pose of education?

Carter: It is to empower
children with the capacity to
emancipate themselves. Put an-
other way, education is sup-
posed to show students how to
become mature, civil, humane,
ecumenical, and the importance
of being able to learn from
members of the opposite sex.

Ikeda: You founded the
Gandbhi Institute for Reconcili-
ation in April of this year.

Carter: Yes, we founded it to
cope with the very issue that we
are talking about, violence.

Ikeda: What is the part of
Morehouse College’s history
you are most proud of?

Carter: | have the deepest
pride in the fact that our College
has produced many great indi-
viduals such as Howard Thur-
man and Martin Luther King Jr.
President Hugh Gloster used to
say that if we had only gradu-
ated these two men our exis-
tence would be justified.

Dr. Thurman, who graduated
in 1923, was the first African
American to meet face to face
with Mahatma Gandhi in 1936
and to interview him on the rel-
evance of nonviolence for end-
ing American segregation.
Thurman interviewed Gandhi
for half a day when he and his
wife returned to Howard Uni-
versity where Thurman was the
first Dean of Chapel. He re-
ported to Mordecai Wyatt
Johnson, a Morehouse College
graduate of the class of 1911.
President Johnson was so im-
pressed with the report on
Gandhi by Thurman that he
called an unscheduled meeting
of the faculty in Andrew
Rankin Chapel for Thurman to
give his report. In the audience
was Benjamin Mays. Thurman
urged both Johnson and Mays
to go to India to confirm his
findings with Gandhi. Presi-
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Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., June 1966.

dent Johnson was already busy
turning the Howard University
Law School into the West Point
of the Civil Rights Movement.
He chose a Morehouse man,
James Madison Nabrit Jr., class
of 1923 and the roommate of
Howard Thurman, to teach the
first course ever taught in the
United States on civil rights
law. Nabrit’s most famous stu-
dent was Justice Thurgood
Marshall who won the famous
1954 Supreme Court case of
Brown vs. the Board of Educa-
tion that desegregated all
American schools.

Ikeda: Your story tells of
truly respectable people’s great
efforts to establish equality. Dr.
Kingreceived an honorary doc-
torate from Morehouse College
when he was 28. It was right
after his courageous, wise lead-
ership in the famous bus boycott
movement in Montgomery, Ala.
Onthe occasion of awarding Dr.
King’s first honorary degree in
1957, Dr. Mays said the follow-
ing with deep emotion: “Your
alma mater, Morehouse Col-
lege, is very happy to become
the first College to bestow an
honorary doctorate degree upon
you in commemoration of the
90th anniversary of our found-
ing.” I sense the existence of an
immortal spiritual heritage in
your college.

Carter: Yes, you're right.
Another individual I want to
mention is President Emeritus
Hugh M. Gloster, who founded
the Martin Luther King Jr. In-
ternational Chapel, established
the Morehouse School of Med-
icine and built 13 buildings on
our campus. Dr. Gloster was the
first American to teach in Japan
after World War I1. He is now 92
years old and is in good health
and high spirits. He was the sev-
enth president of Morehouse
and was mentored by Howard
Thurman and Dr. Mays. Thur-
man was the College Chaplain

PLEASE SEE DIALOGUE, 8
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THE GLORY OF THE UNREQUIRED

The following is a speech
given by Dr. Lawrence
Edward Carter Sr. at Kan-
sai Soka High School,
Sept. 9.

ecause your school
B motto is “wisdom, pas-

sion and glory,” I have
decided to speak today from the
topic “the glory of the unre-
quired.”

How many of you intend to
be great? If it is not you, it will
surely be somebody else.
Greatness, like money, power
and prestige, are not ends in
themselves, but byproducts of
our commitment to something
beyond ourselves. Greatness,
like success, is a moving target.
Just because you are having an
easy passage through high
school does not mean that the
wheels of success are perma-
nently greased. No, they are not
permanently greased for any-
one, not now or ever. The only
fate that the future has depends
on the choices you and I make

in this year 2000.

To choose or elect the unre-
quired is the first step toward
greatness, and the top, where
there is plenty of room. If you
choose the unrequired, it is the
first indication that you’ve got
the COURAGE for glory.

Doing the unrequired is the
only way to bring out the stars.

The glory of the unrequired
involves not just a contribution
but a commitment.

Vote for the best. Don’t vote
for safe ideas, the least, the eas-
iest or the cheapest in yourself.
If you vote cheap, you’ll be
cheap. But if I were you, I
would vote for the road less
traveled, and that will make all
the difference in the world. Let
yourselfbe used by great ideas,
chase the rainbow, build air cas-
tles, grasp after the moon, and
yes, you reach for the stars.

In the Hebrew Bible, the
book of Genesis 1:16, you will
find these words: “And the Cre-
ator made two great lights, the
greater light to rule the day, and
the lesser to rule the night; He

Speech by
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made the stars also.”

The stars, however, are the
giant glories of creation. No-
body knows how may billions
of'stars exist. And the text says,
the Creator created the stars
also— “also.” Think of the im-
mensity of the “also.” The Cre-
ator is always throwing in a lit-
tle extra, going beyond the call
of duty.

Are you in tune with great-
ness? The Creator is. Jesus is,
the original Buddha is, Martin
Luther King Jr. is, Leontyne
Price s, Coretta King is and Dr.
Tkeda is.

If you want to move moun-
tains with faith and force, be-
coming dedicated deliverers in
the tradition of Dr. Daisaku
Ikeda, then you must do the un-
required.

Dr. Benjamin Elijah Mays,
Martin Luther King Jr.’s mentor

said: “It must be borne in mind
that the tragedy in life doesn’t lie
in not reaching your goal, the
tragedy lies in having no goal to
reach. It isn’t a calamity to die
with unfulfilled dreams, but it is
acalamity not to dream. Itis not
adisaster to be unable to capture
your ideal, but it is a disaster to
have noideal to capture. It is not
adisgrace not to reach the stars,
but it is a disgrace to have no
stars to reach for. Not failure,
but low aim is sin.”

Do you have the nerve and
courage to advocate the alter-
native to violence? I’'m talking
about a commitment, some-
thing extra, going beyond what
is required, being a winner.

If you think you are beaten,
you are;

If you think you dare not, you
don’t;

If you'd like to win, but you
think you can’t

It’s almost a cinch you won’t.

If you think you’ll lose,
you’ve lost

For out in the world you find

Success begins with a fel-
low’s will—

It’s all in the state of mind

If you think you’re out-
classed, you are;

You’ve got to think high to
rise;

You’ve got to be sure of your-
self before

You can ever win the prize.

Think big and your deeds
will grow;

Think small and you’ll fall
behind;

Think that you can and you
will —

It’s all in the state of mind.

Life’s battles don’t always go

To the stronger or faster
person;

But sooner or later he who
wins

Is the one who thinks he can.

—“The Winner” (author
unknown)
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rights movement based on these
principles.

This citation, my good sir, then
lists the twenty ethical principles
in six philosophical categories.
They are the principles of:

Consistency

Autonomy

Coherent Valuation

Consequences

The Best Possible

Situational Relevance

Variety and Depth

Ideal Control

Ecological Integrity

Self Realization

Altruism

The Ideal of Personality

Cooperation

Social Devotion

The Ideal of Community

Nonviolent Caring

Conflict and Reconciliation

Fallibility and Corrigibility

The Metaphysical Source

And

Ethical Adaptation to Ulti-

mate Reality

Testifying to this investiture,
and

In Witness whereof under the
seals of the College and the
Chapel, the signatures of duly
authorized officers are here

unto affixed, the seventh day
September, 2000

Per Dominum Nostrum
Jesum Christum. (Through
Jesus Christ Our Lord)

Otis Moss Jr., Chairman of
the Board of Trustees

Walter Eugene Massey, Pres-
ident of the College

Lawrence Edward Carter
Sr., Dean of the Chapel and
Professor of Philosophy and
Religion

Fifty-two philosophers of
these principles are here refer-
enced including Nichiren Dai-
shonin, Tsunesaburo Makiguchi,
Josei Toda, and Daisaku Ikeda.

Dr. Ikeda, I call you forth;
Mrs. Ikeda, would you join us?

In token of this investiture on
April 1,2001 at 11 anti meridiem,
your official oil portrait will be
unveiled in the Great Nave of
King Chapel for induction into
our International Hall of Honor,
designated for those world citi-
zens who have contributed the
mostto the civiland human rights
nonviolent movement in the 20th
Century. We have brought to
Japan an enlarged photograph
of the oil portrait of you, your
wife, Kaneko Ikeda, the first
president of the Soka Gakkai,
and its second president, your
mentor. You have our sincerest
congratulations!
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to Morehouse when Dr. Gloster
was a student in the early 1930s.
The spiritual heritage of our
College is based on the view that
the highest form of spirituality
is cooperation. It has been a salt
and pepper cooperation that has
helped Morehouse College to
become a profound contributor
to the building of our nation.

Ikeda: I am told that Profes-
sor Miller is an excellent
philosopher. Professor Miller,
who would you name as the five
greatest philosophers in the his-
tory of humankind?

Professor Miller: 1 would
first mention Socrates. Also,
Brazil’s Paulo Fraire had a
strong influence on my life. He
taught the poor how to read and
write. He aimed to develop their
interest in politics. In his mas-
terpiece, Pedagogy of the Op-
pressed, he stresses the impor-
tance of dialogue as you, Dr.
Ikeda, do. He contends that ed-
ucation should be an opportu-
nity for both teachers and stu-
dents to enlighten and learn
from one another. More than
halfamillion copies of this book
have been sold. It triggered a
wave of educational reformation
inthe United States. I personally
met him before he died.

T also would say that Hegel and
Sartre were great philosophers.
Lao-tse of China also deserves
our attention. A trend of organi-
zational reformation is growing
today in the United States, advo-
cating a transition from a pyra-
mid-style structure to a reverse-
pyramid style. Leaders exist to
spontaneously serve their con-
stituency in this new organiza-
tional structure. Lao-tse provides
a philosophical basis for this or-
ganizational reformation.

What is common to excellent
philosophers is the fact that
they are not mere ideologists
but men of action. They always
work among the people.

Ikeda: Professor Miller,
how did you come to know
Morehouse College?

Miller: I became connected
with Morehouse through Dean
Carter, whom I dearly respect.
I was invited to the King Inter-
national Chapel last year to give
a lecture. I spoke about hope at
that time. As I am an avid reader
of Dr. King’s books, I feel an
upsurge of hope simply by
being at a place that is crowned
with his name.

Ikeda: Dr King says to the
effect that “People move lead-
ers, not vice versa.”

Miller: Itis no good, even on
campus, if professors always

act as professors and students
always as students. Everybody
should be both a professor and
a student.

Ikeda: Chancellor Mays of
Morehouse College states to the
effect that “Materials, power,
fame, house, property, stocks
and securities may maintain us
physically and give us eco-
nomic and social stability. But
only with a great ideal can we
truly live our lives.” I see truth
in these words. Buddhism
teaches, “The treasures of the
heart are the most valuable of
all” (The Writings of Nichiren
Daishonin, p. 851). Where do
you think we can find the key to
enabling young people to un-
derstand such an ultimate prin-
ciple for living?

Miller: We can compare our
own existence to a piece of
cloth and our ethics to threads
that make up that cloth. We
should not fall into the error of
hypocrisy. We should always
etch in our minds that we must
show a great example to others
through our actions.

Ikeda: The world of acade-
mia and the world of education
are supreme worlds for the
human species. I hope we will
carry on a lasting friendship.
Thank you very much for your
precious time.



OCTOBER 27, 2000 * WORLD TRIBUNE 9

EXPERIENCE — ELLEN TALIAFERRO, DALLAS

Physician Strives for a Violence-Free Society

Emergency physician
Ellen Taliaferro
founds the Violence
and Intervention
Prevention Center,
which provides
services for victims of
violence.

welve-year-olds shooting

I each other for jean jack-
ets?” Something inside me
snapped one day as the para-
medics rushed a gunshot victim
into the San Francisco General
Hospital Emergency Department.
That was it— I'had to take action.

A decade ago, I began to ded-
icate my life to violence pre-
vention. As a faculty emer-
gency physician, it made sense:
Why spend all our time patch-
ing people up when we could
prevent the damage in the first
place? Shortly thereafter, Dr.
Patricia Salber and I co-
founded Physicians for a Vio-
lence-free Society, a national
organization aimed at height-
ening awareness of victims of
violence and developing lead-
ership among healthcare
providers. My official journey
in the world of violence-pre-
vention had begun.

When I moved to Dallas, I be-
came a faculty member of the
Division of Emergency Medi-
cine in the Department of
Surgery at the University of
Texas Southwestern Medical
School. There I worked in the
Emergency Department at Park-
land Memorial Hospital and con-
tinued to be active in PVS. Our
PVS activities began to focus
heavily in the area of domestic
violence. In 1995, Dr. Salber and
I wrote a book, The Physicians
Guide to Domestic Violence,and
spoke at many conferences on
domestic violence.

Inearly 1996, 1 conceived the
idea to create a Parkland Cen-
ter that would exclusively take
care of victims of violence. At
most hospitals this new and
seeming outrageous idea would
have been immediately re-
jected. However, our CEO at
Parkland Hospital, Dr. Ron An-
derson, an enlightened and
compassionate physician as
well as a visionary, provided
guidance about how to form
such a unique center. A small
group of fellow faculty mem-
bers began to meet monthly to
write a proposal for funding.
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Dr. Ellen Taliaferro is the medical director of Violence and Intervention
Prevention Center at Parkland Health and Hospital Center in Dallas.

It was slow going and many
obstacles popped up along the
way. On most days, it seemed
impossible. One major benefit
came through. I had the oppor-
tunity to go to the Florida Na-
ture and Culture Center in June
1996 to present SGI President
Ikeda with an award from PVS.
During this visit, I received en-
couragement from a senior in
faith. I told her that my mission
was to become employed full
time in violence prevention and
to establish the new center. But
I was frustrated. I was working
hard but getting nowhere. She
encouraged me to earnestly
continue chanting Nam-myoho-
renge-kyo and “just persist, and
little by little it will happen.”

I returned home to work
again toward this mission. I pro-
posed that we name our center
the Violence Intervention Pre-
vention Center. The name
stuck. By mid-1997, the pro-
posal was finished and ap-
proved. Finishing the proposal
was a major milestone, but the
reality was that no action could
occur until major funding was
secured. At the end of the sum-
mer in 1997, I took a vacation
thatended in a long drive across
the western United States. Dur-
ing this journey, I vowed to be-
come fully engaged and em-
ployed in violence prevention
within the next 12 months.

Once home, frustration and
the feeling of “being stuck” set
in again. The prospect of work-
ing full time in violence pre-
vention seemed quite bleak. My
division chairman was adamant
that I had to work full time in the
emergency department unless
significant funding could be ob-
tained. No funding was forth-
coming. The elation of finishing
the proposal gave way to the re-
ality of “no money, no mission.”

Much of my despair was
from the frustration of knowing

that funding for such a project
could be obtained from various
foundations and agencies in the
Dallas area. However, faculty
members are not allowed to ap-
proach these funding sources
without approval from the de-
velopment office. That ap-
proval was not forthcoming for
many reasons. I was simply
stuck. Chanting and persistence
sounded good, but the reality
was that | was getting nowhere

nce more I sought en-
Ocouragement from an-

other senior in faith,
sharing with him the ensuing
frustration of “getting stuck.”
He remarked that my previous
guidance was absolutely cor-
rect. What was missing was the
understanding of converting
chanting and persistence into
the realization of my mission.
The missing key, he said, was
“bringing the Buddha to work.”
Do this, he assured me, and it
will happen.

I doubled my efforts and re-
solve. The major obstacle of no
progress continued, but I per-
sisted in focusing on bringing the
Buddha to work by treating every
person with the highest respect.
One day, a phone call came from
asocial worker who worked with
a local agency that helped sur-
vivors of human torture become
legal citizens of the United
States. Many of her clients ar-
rived in this country with only
their shattered lives. When they
became sick, it was very difficult
to get them taken care of. Some-
one had told her that I might be
able to help her get her clients
into the Parkland system.

We talked for a long time. I
was impressed with her con-
cern for her clients and her
never-quit spirit. Still, every
suggestion I had for her was
met with the fact that she had al-
ready tried that route and had

met frustration. She told me
about finally getting a patient
registered and then going
through an all-day ordeal when
the patient needed to have blood
drawn for a laboratory test. Un-
fortunately, this particular pa-
tient had been previously tor-
tured with needles and became
hysterical when a needle was
introduced to draw his blood.
The health workers dealing
with the patient became frus-
trated and demanding, which
made the patient’s plight worse.
When I heard this, I blurted out,
“If only we can getthe VIP Cen-
ter open!” Here was a proposed
center that could teach doctors
and healthcare workers how to
work with such patients.

She was immediately in-
trigued by the idea and asked
many questions. “This is just
what our clients need,” she said
and requested information in
writing about the project. She
wanted to give it to her sister
who was the executive director
of their family foundation. A jolt
of hope shot through me. My
job prohibited faculty from ap-
proaching a foundation, but
there was nothing in the rules to
keep me from singing like a bird
if approached by a foundation.

The information about the
proposed VIP Center was
quickly furnished, but once
again, the drab reality of no ac-
tivity ensued. The excitement
faded. Two months crawled by.
Time was running out for me to
find the opportunity to make my
dream come true in Dallas. Re-
ality was reality. Perhaps I had
therightidea in the wrong place?

I put my house up for sale and
began to think about returning to
San Francisco. I had mixed feel-
ings about this. On the one hand,
1 was very homesick for north-
ern California and my family.
On the other hand, it was hard to
let this magnificent opportunity
to start a one-of-a-kind multi-
disciplinary major center slip
away. A wise co-worker scoffed
at me. “Ellen,” she said, “there
are many people in San Fran-
cisco who do this work. San
Francisco doesn’t need you.
Dallas needs you.” It was good
encouragement— but just that,
encouragement. Still, the clock
of no change ticked incessantly
in the background. Another two
months went by.

Early in May, [ wrote a letter
tomy old chiefat San Francisco
General Hospital. It began,
“Dear Alan, remember when I
left and you told me if I ever

wanted to come back to let you
know?” For good measure |
faxed the letter as well as
mailed it and awaited Alan’s
usual quick response.

That afternoon I was out of
the office when my pager went
off to indicate that I had voice-
mail. “It must be Alan,” I
thought. I was wrong. When I
retrieved the voice message, it
was from the executive director
of the Harold Simmons Foun-
dation. She was interested in the
proposal and wanted to meet.

Therest, asthey say, is history.
Within the month, we were noti-
fied that the foundation would
provide full funding for the cre-
ation of the VIP Center and its
first two years of operation.

As the medical director for
VIP, I represent the center to
the public. I also have my
hands full teaching and doing
outreach, on top of making
myself available to train or as-
sist fellow physicians and
physician assistants, as well as
seeing patients.

The VIP Center has now been
open for more than a year and a
half. During this time, we have
had the opportunity to serve and
learn from many patients who
have sought the services of the
clinic, including victims of torture
and domestic abuse. We are doing
our best to provide holistic care by
assessing and documenting phys-
ical and emotional injuries, pro-
viding a safety plan, spiritual and
emotional support, and follow-up
care. Equally exciting is that we
are networking with other orga-
nizations in the community to
provide the most comprehensive
care possible. Local press and
news coverage has been very
supportive of our efforts and has
frequently highlighted our work,
which has helped spread the
news of our center to many vic-
tims of violence.

We have started research ac-
tivities that we anticipate will
make a major impact in pre-
venting domestic violence. In
the future, my dream is to start a
violence-prevention fellowship
for physicians and profession-
als in other healthcare fields.

Every day I go to work, I am
mindful and thankful for an-
other day to bring the Buddhato
work. In the true spirit of never
give up, our work continues. We
plan to become a national
demonstration center and help
many hospitals throughout the
nation start their own VIP Cen-
ters. Afterall, why just bring the
Buddha to one workplace?
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found the book in his father’s
office. The younger Pauling ini-
tiated contact with President
Ikeda, who proposed a traveling
exhibition in honor of Linus
Pauling’s lifework.

Dr. Pauling and his wife, Ava
Helen, devoted their lives to in-
creasing social awareness of the
dangers of nuclear war. Already
a 1954 recipient of the Nobel
Prize in the area of chemistry,
Dr. Pauling’s activities to pro-
mote peace yielded a Nobel
Prize for peace in 1963. Dr.
Pauling died in 1994, but his
fight for peace lives on, spear-
heading a positive message for
the next century through this
exhibition.

Kicking off the exhibition
was a grand reception party
hosted by the SGI-USA mem-
bers of Atlanta on Sept. 15 in
the Gallery’s Jones Room.
There were inspiring and
thought-provoking speeches
from guests representing
Emory University, the Atlanta
mayor’s office and the Southern
Christian Leadership Confer-
ence. Sponsor messages were
delivered by Dr. Linus Pauling
Jr., Oregon State University and
the SGI.

Cliff Mead, head of Special
Collections at Oregon State
University, Dr. Pauling’s alma
mater, stated that the exhibi-
tion includes a half million
items, the largest collection of
any exhibition.

One showcase captured the
atmosphere of Dr. Pauling at
work. The area emulated his
hectic schedule and busy office
demeanor. Original objects
owned by Dr. Pauling were
arranged as if he was still at
work and had temporarily
stepped away.

Highlighting the exhibition
was a luncheon on preventive
medicine featuring guest
speaker Dr. Michael Mc-
Quaide, an Oxford College pro-
fessor; the Children’s Peace
Day, a half-day event to unite
and promote peace among
youth; and a two-day Peace
Film Festival to stimulate dia-
logue and awareness of oppres-
sive and abusive situations in
our environment.

Dr. McQuaide, a highly re-
spected sociology professor
among his colleagues and
peers, was happy to see so
many familiar faces among
the attendees. “It was really
informative,” said Nishant
Shah, an Emory medical stu-
dent. “He [Linus Pauling]
asked the question very dif-
ferently as to why the interest
in alternative medicine in
America arose now as op-
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SGI-USA member Princess Riley, a storyteller, engages children in a fable during the Children’s Peace Day, a half-day

L

event to unite and promote peace among youth. It was held during the ‘Linus Pauling and the Twentieth Century’
exhibition, sponsored by the Pauling family, Oregon State University and the Soka Gakkai International.

posed to before. It shows who
we are as a society and where
we are going.”

Children’s Peace Day was a
gathering of youth ranging
from pre-kindergarten to sixth
grade. The event was formu-
lated to provide a safe, fun and
educational setting where chil-
dren came together to explore,
develop and express their ideas
on peace and justice through
games, art and dialogue.

Peggy MacKenzie, a guest
and co-worker of local SGI-
USA member Eleanor Hunter,
was very complimentary of the
SGI’s efforts to support chil-
dren. She and granddaughter
Alana participated in the fun-
filled activities organized by
SGI-USA members, who vol-
unteered their time in making
this day a total success. Peggy
stated she wants peace and is
supportive of SGI’s involve-
ment with children. As an Eng-
lish teacher and person who
works with refugees, Peggy
was happy to see an organiza-
tion dedicated to such worth-
while causes.

Eleanor experienced the ef-
fectiveness of volunteering
one’s efforts for peace, men-
tioning that through this activ-
ity, she learned to kick her life
into fifth gear. “I’ve been coast-
ing along comfortably in my
Buddhist practice third or
fourth gear,” she said. “I
thought the Children’s Peace
Day would be easy. However, in
helping the kids, I’ve learned to
push myself to the limits. My
life isnow in fifth gear. I’'m giv-
ing it all I’ve got to accept the
challenge and win.”

The Peace Film Festival

event also sparked interest in
the SGI peace movement.
Paul Gresham Hays, an
Emory alumni with special in-
terest in Atlanta’s farmers and
homestead, heard of the film
festival through an environ-
mental organization called
The Green, and was im-
pressed to see the SGI taking
a stand on peace and our en-
vironment. He stated: “These
kind of movies need to be on
CNN or public television so
that this message of peace can
reach more people.”

Dr. Billy Frye, chancellor of
Emory University, commented:

“This exhibition comes at a
most opportune time. We at
Emory have entered into our
Year of Reconciliation as de-
clared by President Chase last
year. This year we are dealing
with reconciliation in a great
range of contexts: race and eth-
nicity, social justice, violence,
alienation, global conflict, busi-
ness ethics, healthcare and col-
laboration among academic
disciplines.

“The connection between
these varied venues is the
search for truth as a founda-
tion for understanding one an-
other for a just, human life and

Photos by LUCY ESTEPHANOS

the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference speaks at the exhibition’s
opening. The SCLC is headed by
Martin Luther King III, who is also
Honorable Chair of the exhibition.

sustainable future. Dr. Paul-
ing’s work and influence are
woven around two strong and
passionate strengths. Science
as a way of knowledge and un-
derstanding, and humanitarian
acts as a moral responsibility
for each of us. His life epito-
mizes the links between these
two strands to the common
ideas of truth and justice and
our responsibility to build
links to one another in pursuit
of these objectives.”

Gloria Sylvester and Gloria
Jean Royster contributed to this
article.
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SGI-USA Participates in Religious Summit

By MARY MACK
NEW YORK CORRESPONDENT

ymbolism and ceremony
S greeted approximately
1,000 of the world’s pre-
eminent religious and spiritual
leaders as they gathered to-
gether atthe United Nations for
the First Millennium World
Peace Summit on Aug. 28. This
unprecedented event sought to
bring together the leaders of the
world’s great faith traditions to
discuss how to forge a partner-
ship of peace with the United
Nations and coordinate spiri-
tual leadership as a driving
force for building tolerance,
fostering peace and encourag-
ing interfaith dialogue. The
conference, spanning four days,
was attended by an SGI-USA
delegation headed by SGI Vice
President Guy McClosky.
Following the ceremonial
blowing of a conch shell by
Swami Bua, an Inca Blessing
by Peruvian Q’ero Elders and a
call to Prayer by Sheikh Ahmed
Tijani Ben Omar, religious
leaders of all the world’s faiths
conducted prayers for peace
and the success of this gather-
ing. Through the words of these
representatives, it became evi-
dent that just as conflict begins
in people’s hearts, so must
peace. Numerous speakers

SGI-USA representatives participate in the First
Millennium World Peace Summit at the United Nations,

Aug. 28, in New York.

urged those present to guard
against the misuse of religion
by those in power.

Secretary-General of the
United Nations Kofi Annan ad-
dressed the gathering, urging
those gathered to work together
with a spirit of justice, equality,
reconciliation and faith. He ex-
pressed hope that religious lead-
ers be the firstto speak out when
they see injustice and stressed
that no religion can claim a mo-
nopoly on tolerance. There
must be no room for religious
bigotry in the 21st century.

Ted Turner, honorary chair of
the Millennium World Peace
Summit and vice chair of Time
Warner Communications, related
his personal experience in the de-
velopment of this event. Mr.
Turnerhad considered areligious

vocation in his
youth and
maintained an
interest in reli-
gion and phi-
losophy, study-
ingdoctrines of
the world’s
great religions.
Through this
background,
and through a
simple conver-
sation  with
Secretary-Gen-
eral Annan, this
gathering became a reality.

In an assemblage composed
ofamajority of men, women rep-
resentatives made three espe-
cially powerful and challenging
addresses. The Honorable Ela
Gandhi, great granddaughter of
Mahatma Gandhi and member
of Congress in South Africa,
stressed the importance of ac-
tive, rather than passive, nonvio-
lence. Betty Williams, Nobel
Peace Laureate from Northern
Ireland, reminded all that it was
the women of that region who
moved to stop the violence. Fi-
nally, Reverend Bishop Vashti
McKensie of the African
Methodist Episcopal Church
challenged the assembly to ex-
amine ourrole in conflict, stress-
ing that “peace doesn’t just hap-
pen, it must be pursued.” She

further stated that “if we can
come together in this room, then
the world will follow us.”

The response to these
women was so positive that the
organizers held a breakfast
meeting on the final day titled
“Women and the Birth of World
Peace.” Attended by approxi-
mately 80 women and a few
men, this session provided one
of the few opportunities for in-
formal dialogue and network-
ing. The women present ex-
pressed concern that the
over-all representation so heav-
ily favored men, and agreed to
aim for equal participation in
the future.

As the summit progressed,
the many difficulties facing on-
going dialogue became evident.
Historic animosities surfaced as
well as symbolic reconcilia-
tions. In an especially moving
moment, Benjamin Waparia, a
Shaman from the Amazon Re-
gion in Brazil, stood before the
gathering dressed in body paint
and traditional ornaments, stat-
ing that this was the first time
one of his people had ever been
invited to address the United
Nations. He stressed that they
must remember the image of
him standing there and he would
remember looking at them. To-
gether we must make peace hap-
pen, he concluded.

‘Aging Healthfully’ in New York

By BILL BLACKARD

NEW YORK CORRESPONDENT

he Golden Stage Group

I of New York held its sec-

ond meeting of the year

at the New York Culture Cen-

ter on Sept. 10. The theme of

the meeting was “Aging
Healthfully.”

More than 200 members and
guests attended the meeting,
whose format was a sympo-
sium shared by three medical
professionals who are SGI-
USA members. Joan Stroud,
M.D., spoke on seeking proper
medical care. Sylvia Elbaz dis-
cussed the value of proper nu-
trition. Lastly, Bill Thompson
emphasized the necessity of
physical exercise.

Sylvia Smith spoke of her ex-
perience of being unaware that
she had suffered a mild heart at-
tack until she went for aroutine
physical. She then quoted SGI
President Ikeda: “The moment
we resolve to become healthy
and strong, to work cheerfully
for kosen-rufu, our lives begin

i i A
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Members learn simple exercises during the Golden Stage Group meeting at the New York Culture Center, Sept. 10.

to move in that direction.” She
then related she had improved
her health by changing her diet
and exercising.

Tariq Hassan, SGI-USA

men’s leader, stressed the im-
portance of living long lives to
prove the power of the Gohon-
zon. He also mentioned that he
is always most encouraged by

the Golden Stage Group be-
cause these are the members
who built the foundation of
kosen-rufu in the United States
and the world.
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THIS BEAUTIFUL EARTH: PHOTO EssAy BY SGI PRESIDENT IKEDA

May at Taplow Court

ay is our season. With the fresh scent of green-
M ery has come a time of growth for all. Poplar,

cherry, sycamore, pine and cedar— new May
leaves burgeon in place of the old.

In April, Mother Nature is still languid, not fully
awake from the slumber of life; her limbs are still
sleepy, heavy and unwilling. But in May, Mother Na-
ture grows active, full of life.

May is the month of flora— peonies and tulips in
bloom, flame-red azaleas; wisterias rippling in the
breeze; irises and poppies; carnations and trefoils; dead
nettles and honeysuckles. Roses bloom red and yellow;
dogwoods bear white blossoms. White lilies, purple
irises, deutzias, paulownias and daisies hold a beauty
contest among myriad flowers. Yet even more pleasant
to behold is the rich verdure of new leaves.

May opens hearts and puts a spring into our steps.
Honeybees, butterflies and birds dance in the pristine air.
Pennants and streamers fly in the flower-scented breeze.

Hills and meadows change garb in May. Bamboo
shoots, coltsfoot and barley are ready for harvest. Reed-
pipe melodies echo through sunny hillsides fragrant
with new tea leaves.

In May, heaven and earth stretch, ready to breathe
life into something new. The month of May saw the
births of Dante, Pushkin, Balzac, Emerson and Whit-
man. In Britain, Earl Russell, Mill and Pope gave their
first cry in May.

May is a golden season in Britain, where winter is
long. March and April are not yet fully spring. It is May
when days grow long and warm. The English expres-
sion “March winds and April showers bring May flow-
ers” well describes this transition.

The momentum of time is unstoppable. Winter,
however severe, will eventually give way to spring.
The May Day festival is a joyous celebration of this
long-awaited season.

On May Day, young women once went into the for-
est before the dawn to collect morning dew from the
leaves, which they would apply to their skin. Accord-

ing to legend, bathing in the May Day morning dew
brought beauty and good fortune. Meanwhile the
young men would fell a tall tree and set it up in the vil-
lage square. Around this maypole young men and
women danced. Young women would visit each house
in the village and bring garlands or branches of
hawthorn still wet with morning dew —as if to deliver
to everyone the new life of spring.

May is a month of youth; it is a time for all creatures
to sing an ode to life. | know the English autumn, as well
as her winter; but England is most wonderful in May.

It was also May when I was invited to have a dialogue
with Dr. Arnold Toynbee. In 1972 and 73, two years in
a row, I visited him in the season of mayflowers. “If |
were young, | would seek the essence of Buddhism in
the Orient and put it into practice,” said the renowned
historian. In May of 1975, Dr. Toynbee lay on his
sickbed. So I entrusted his secretary with the newly pub-
lished collection of our dialogues, Choose Life.

In May 1989, 14 years later, Taplow Court, a castle
of culture, was opened. Located west of London, the
Court stands atop a gently sloping hill overlooking the
flow of the Thames.

As I strolled Taplow, my eyes fell on a handmade
pine bench beside a bubbling spring, which is said to
have been there for at least two millennia. People nat-
urally settled around this secure hill where water was
plentiful, as evidenced by a sixth-century burial mound
on the grounds.

A 400-year-old legend has it that a youthful Queen
Elizabeth I was imprisoned at Taplow Court at a time
of political turmoil. About 150 years ago, the building
was remodeled into its current Gothic style. Close to
Windsor Castle, the principal residence of the British
Royal Family, Taplow Court has over the years hosted
many members of British royalty as well as royalty
from other nations.

British prime ministers such as Churchill and Cham-
berlain, and well-known literary figures such as
Kipling, Wilde and Wells were fond of this place, and

apparently used it as a sort of “intellectual country
club.” The Court was also used as a dormitory for nurses
ofthe Royal Canada Hospital and as a girls’ school. Dur-
ing World War II, Taplow Court became an evacuation
facility for small children displaced by the air raids.

I am very happy that Taplow Court has now trans-
formed itself into a garden of friendship that is loved
by the community.

While I was there, Soka University alumni who live
in Britain arrived for a joyful gathering. Wherever I go
these days, I encounter my dear Soka graduates. All are
advancing along the path of their missions with the
same “spirit of May” they had in their youth.

The women of the Rose Chorus performed, cele-
brating the grand opening of Taplow Court. They sang
of their pride that cannot be taken away. Their re-
sounding voices were indeed triumphant: “No one can
take away our belief!” “No one can take our love for
our friends!”

It was May when President Toda became the second
Soka Gakkai president. It was May also when I became
the Gakkai’s young third president. Since then, many
a May third has come and gone, some bright, some
overshadowed by darkness. But our fellow members
have overcome everything and won. They have tri-
umphed alongside me.

The spirit of May is eternal hope; it is the heart of
youth, a passion for progress. As long as the spirit of
May burns in our hearts, a profusion of flowers will al-
ways unfold along the path before us.

May is a time to take a step forward on our eternal
journey. The spirit of May lives in my heart every day,
even amidst the solitude of autumn, the trying hard-
ships of winter or the stormy nights of summer!

In my heart always spreads the dazzling blue sky of
May 3.

In my heart always rises the bright sun of May, the
sun of eternal beginning!
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