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SGI-USA Has Developed Because of You

Photos by GREGORY NAKASUJI

y sincerest congratula-
M tions on the holding of
your spirited and dy-

namic activity, aimed at the creation
of'anew era.  have heard that today
you are commemorating the 40th
anniversary of global kosen-rufu.

SGI-USA has developed be-
cause of your tenacious and dedi-
cated struggles, day and night. For
this, I thank you.

In particular, I want to express
my deepest respect to those of you
who pioneered our movement in
America. Thank you for all of your
hard work over the years.

Forty years have passed since my
first visit to the United States, and
today my beloved friends of SGI-
USA are working together toward a
new era of humanity. You have been
making wonderful progress based
on beautiful human harmony, cen-
tering on your general director,
Danny Nagashima, and your
women’s leader, Matilda Buck, both
of whom I trust so dearly.

‘What makes me the happiest is
to witness the excellent growth
and development of the youth who
shoulder the responsibility for the

It All Started

Here—

Hawaii!

awdail.

The SGI's worldwide kosen-rufu move-
ment began 40 years ago with SGI
President Ikeda’s 1960 arrival at his
first overseas destination — Hawaii. See
pages 4-7 for our special coverage of
Hawaii’s 40th anniversary celebration,
which was held Oct. 1 at the Hawaii
in Honolulu.
(Right) Women of all ages perform a
hula dance that shows the Hawaiian
members’ deep respect for traditional

Convention Center

Hawaiian culture.

new era. A new era requires a new
door, anew means of entry. Itisal-
ways the passion of youth that
opens that door—the actions of
youth who uphold a just philoso-
phy and live without compromise
for a high ideal.

I therefore ask that you, the
young successors to kosen-rufu,
please carry on with the same faith
and fighting spirit as the pioneers
of SGI-USA, firmly receiving the
baton in the race into the 21st cen-
tury, while advancing with dignity
and the heart of a lion king.

The vigor of youth lies in con-
tinuing to grow while maintaining
a fresh determination and brim-
ming with a seeking spirit. Real
satisfaction in life lies in main-
taining the flame of youthful pas-
sion and hope in your heart, no
matter how old you are. Hope is
born of the courage and enthusi-
asm that does not shrink from real
effort and hard work.

No matter how painful or diffi-
cult your situation, you need never
put yourself down. You need not
dwell on how you were in the past.
Nichiren Daishonin says, “No

matter what may happen, never
slacken in the least” (Gosho Zen-
shu, p. 1090). This means to live
right now with all of your strength
and energy. Please be confident
that our way of life lies in looking
toward tomorrow, embracing
boundless hope within, and ad-
vancing ever forward.

Nichiren Daishonin’s Bud-
dhism teaches, ““Joy’ refers to the
wisdom and compassion shared
among self and others” (Gosho
Zenshu, p. 761). True happiness
and joy exist when each person’s
life shines with wisdom, when he
or she lives a life of fulfillment,
possessing love and compassion
for others while contributing pos-
itively to society. Please work to-
gether in friendship and high spir-
its to show proof of this principle.

Iam praying from the depths of
my heart that your gathering today
will be most enjoyable, lively and
significant. Please relay my best
wishes and regards to all those
who could not attend today.

October 2000
Daisaku lkeda
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GOOD FRIENDS,
BAD FRIENDS
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By JEFF FARR
ASSOCIATE EDITOR

ichiren Daishonin’s
Buddhism teaches the
importance of knowing

good friends from bad ones.
Good friends help us to prac-
tice Buddhism with greater
strength, to become happier.
They do not have to be nice to
us all the time or even be close
to us; sometimes people who
point out our weaknesses or
with whom we have a hard time
can help us greatly in our prac-
tice. Anyone who influences us
to chant to the Gohonzon can
be called a good friend.

Bad friends are those who in
some way discourage us from
practicing strongly. This does not
just mean that they say or do
things that make us depressed.
We may encounter people who
seem to be very nice to us but do
not have our best interests at
heart,, whose function is to lead
us away from our enlightenment.

The Daishonin thus says in
“Three Tripitaka Masters Pray
for Rain” that “the best way to
attain Buddhahood is to en-
counter a good friend. How far
can our wisdom take us? If we
have even enough wisdom to
distinguish hot from cold, we
should seek out a good friend”
(The Writings of Nichiren Dai-
shonin, p. 598).

He also clarifies exactly

how bad friends can affect us:
“Bad friends use honeyed
words to deceive and flatter.
They are so skilled in the use
of words as to know instinc-
tively how to pander to the ig-
norance in people’s hearts and
destroy their goodness and in-
tegrity” (Gosho Zenshu, p. 7).

The Nichiren Shoshu priests
have in recent years been the
ultimate example of bad
friends. Their intention has
been to snuff out our convic-
tion that the source of benefit is
our own faith. Benefit is found
only through their intervention,
according to them.

Yet, with complete awareness
of what these priests are up to,
we have turned them into good
friends, in a sense. For instance,
because they have been trying to
confuse us, we have been in-
spired to study the basics of the
Daishonin’s Buddhism more
closely. Thus, we have strength-
ened our practice and opened
the way to greater benefit.

Because the priesthood has
been trying to confuse our friends,
we have had the chance to reach
out to many people and share our
conviction in this philosophy. We
have prayed for our friends who
have been swayed, in the process
discovering new stores of com-
passion in our hearts.

In short, thanks to this situa-
tion, we have taken our practice
to a new level. It is from this
view that the Daishonin in “The
Actions of the Votary of the
Lotus Sutra” says, “It is not
one’s allies but one’s powerful
enemies who assist one’s
progress” (WND, 770).
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Read the WT
E-mail Express

It’s the Quickest Way
To Get SGI President
ITkeda’s Guidance

The WT E-mail Express is a
free, weekly e-mailer for
World Tribune subscribers. It
features excerpts from
President lkeda’s new
speeches, essays and dia-

Wisconsin Conference

Big Hit With Members

By MIKE BENNETT
LAVALLE, WISC., CORRESPONDENT

he result of Wisconsin’s

I first area-wide confer-

ence, held Sept. 23-24,

canbe summed up in one phrase:
“Mission accomplished!”

Barbara Garrison, from Mil-
waukee, one of the chief orga-
nizers of the event said: “I really
enjoyed it! I think everyone did.
‘We wanted to create an activity
that would help promote unity,
and where everyone could just
be happy together. We also
wanted to have meaningful pre-
sentations, so that people could
take something home with
them. There were a lot of obsta-
cles to overcome to make it all
happen, but we did it!”

Irene Mackie, of Madison,
echoed those sentiments: “It’s
been a great weekend. And it
was really enjoyable just to
practice here in such a beauti-
ful environment.”

The environment she referred
tois the Green Lake Conference
Center, where the conference
was held. Located on one of the
few spring-fed (and thus crystal-
clear) lakes in the state, the
grounds are truly beautiful. It
was a fitting site to host such a
wonderful gathering.

More than 60 members from
all over Wisconsin and Michi-
gan’s Upper Peninsula, as well
as several leaders from the
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Conference Center, Sept. 23-24.

Chicago area, attended the
weekend event, many meeting
for the first time. A member
from the Upper Peninsula, who
received the Gohonzon at the
conference, said: “We’re sort of
isolated where we are. It was
really fun to meet all these peo-
ple. I had no idea! And there
was so much information. It
was really impressive and edu-
cational. I learned so much.”
Saturday’s sessions included
a panel discussion on “Break-
through Prayer,” a lecture on the
writings of Nichiren Daishonin
and a session on applying Bud-
dhist principles to health issues.
That night there was a bonfire,
with performances by the youth
and a marshmallow roast (the
first for many of the non-native

| Green Lake

Wisconsinites.) On Sunday
morning, everyone gathered for
morning gongyo, more youth
performances, and many were
able to stay for the midday tele-
conference of the Central Ex-
ecutive Conference from Los
Angeles.

Many members cited the
highly interactive, entertaining
and informative lecture by Eric
Carlson as the highlight of the
conference. However, Melanie
Bennett may have summed up
many of the participants’ final
analysis when she said: “It was
all great, but some of the best,
most meaningful conversa-
tions happened during meals
in the cafeteria. It was just like
being at the Florida Nature and
Culture Center!”
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EXPERIENCE — VANESSA PRESTON, OVERLAND PARK, KAN.

Helping Others Is True Friendship

Vanessa Preston, 14,
helps her friends
through difficult
times with her
Buddhist practice.

o you know what it’s
D like to be alone? Do
you know what it’s like

to have a split personality
where one holds a knife to
your wrist and the other
pushes it away? This was a
question I was asked by a
friend who desperately sought
my help. It’s scary, isn’t it?

I’ll never know what drove
Nancy, Sue and a total of eight
of my good friends to hurt
themselves as their only way
out of their struggles. I looked
at their lives, searching for what
would make them so desperate
to take such drastic actions. I
didn’t realize that when you are
on the outside looking into an-
other person’s life, things that
seem minor to you could be
traumatic to them.

I didn’t want them to know
that I knew the cuts on their
wrists were self-inflicted. | was
sure that it would make them
feel embarrassed around me, or
they might think that I would
think differently of them. This
perception was about me and
not about helping them.

Chanting Nam-myoho-
renge-kyo has always worked
for me. I was born into a fam-
ily that practices Nichiren Dai-
shonin’s Buddhism, and based
on the past six years of per-
sonal experience with chant-
ing, I knew that anytime I
needed help I could turn to the
Gohonzon.

I didn’t always have this con-
fidence in my Buddhist prac-
tice. But through my efforts to
overcome struggles with
school, friends and at home, I
have learned that all my prayers
are answered in a way that is
best for the situation. I may not
realize it at the time, but look-
ing back I know that I have
been fortunate that the answers
to my prayers always turned out
for the best.

What I hadn’t learned was
that I also have the power to
help my friends through my
Buddhist practice. This past se-
mester in high school, I had the
opportunity to use my practice
in a way I never had before.
Within a week’s time, I found
out that at least eight of my

friends go with us
were SO to see the
desperate teacher. 1
in their had no
suffering idea that
that they Sue was
were phys- also hurt-
ically in- ing her-
flicting self. The
pain  on three of us
them - went  to
selves. Mr. Smit-
Then on ters,
Friday of whom we
that same knew had
week, my helped
friend other kids
Max told with the
me that my s ame
best friend problem.
Nancy had There was
slit  her another
wrists the teacher

night before. Fortunately, she
survived but still needed men-
tal and emotional help.

I didn’t know what to do. I
felt discouraged and ultimately
scared out of my mind to know
that the lives of my friends were
in danger, and that they were
looking to me for help. What if
I tried to help them, but they
got angry with me? What if [
did the wrong thing? Then I re-
membered a quote from second
Soka Gakkai president Josei
Toda that my mother often uses
to encourage me. He says,
roughly, that if you put a pot of
rice on to cook and chant for it
to boil, it will never boil until
you turn on the flame. In other
words, you can’t just chant for
something to happen. You must
also take action.

I decided that I should defi-
nitely talk to Nancy. I found her
in the lunchroom and asked her
if she was doing okay. She said,
“Yeah,” and I said, “No, I mean
are you really okay?” She fi-
nally said that she really wasn’t
okay and began to cry. I gave
her a huge hug and told her that
it was going to be all right. She
then showed me her bandaged
wrists. I will always remember
how I started to cry when I saw
them. She told me how glad she
was that someone had finally
noticed. I felt terrible. How
could I have been so selfish to
worry about how this situation
would affect my relationship
with my friends rather than tak-
ing quick action to help them?

Nancy and I spoke for some
time and I finally convinced
her to see our teacher. Later that
same day, my other friend Sue
approached me and wanted to

who was not supposed to be
there. She overheard our con-
versation with Mr. Smitters and
took it upon herself to tell the
school principal and the coun-
selor about Sue and Nancy. The
principal called them to the of-
fice and made them both call
their parents. When I found out
about this, I became mad and
upset; I knew that neither of
them was ready to talk to their
parents.

When I got home, I desper-
ately needed to chant. I was now
even more confused. I had
chanted all week as my friends
approached me, and now that [
finally had the courage to take
action, I wasn’t sure that I had
taken the right action. It seemed
like everything had gone
wrong. I chanted desperately
for them to be okay and for their
parents to understand.

However, late that night I got
aphone call from Sue. She was
calling from a phone booth.
Sue’s parents thought that she
was a failure and a disgrace to
their family. Her mother kicked
her out of the house, and Sue
had to call her grandmother to
come and pick her up. I still
hadn’t heard from Nancy and
didn’t know how she was.

Now, I was even more dis-
couraged, but my mother kept
encouraging me. We spent most
of the weekend chanting for
Nancy and Sue. I chanted to un-
derstand why this had all hap-
pened. I thought I had it all fig-
ured out: I would help my
friends and everything would
turn out fine. But it didn’t.
Nothing seemed to come out
the way I had planned.

By Sunday, I realized

through all my chanting that
Sue’s grandmother was pro-
viding her the loving home that
she needed. In less than a
week, her mother called her
begging her to come home.
They now go for counseling,
and Sue’s doing fine.

Nancy called me that Sunday
evening and told me how she
spent the entire weekend having
quality time with her mom.
Nancy and her mother now have
abetter relationship, and she can
tell her mom things that she
never could before. After the
whole ordeal, I asked Nancy if
I had helped her, and if I had
done the right thing. She said,
“Yes, I’'m not alone anymore.”

Through this experience, [
learned two things. I knew that
even though things don’t always
turn out how I plan them, my
prayers are always answered.
But this time it was more diffi-
cult to hold on to my faith. I
learned that especially when
I’'m confused and things don’t
seem right, | have to chant even
harder to not give up.

The second thing I learned
was the importance of not only
practicing for myself but also
for others. With my practice of
Nichiren Daishonin’s Bud-
dhism, I know I helped my
friends overcome their suffer-
ings. But without chanting, I
would not have looked beyond
my selfish perspective of the
situation and sincerely reached
out to my friends.

I am currently studying SGI
President Ikeda’s poem “Soar
Into the Vast Skies of Freedom!
Intothe New Century!” and I feel
there is a connection here forme:

From the perspective of

faith,

for people who live
with lofty and utter
conviction,

to be swayed by appearances
is foolishness and error.

“I do not choose

or discriminate among them
whoever they may be—

this wise and clever friend;
this person wracked by
poverty’s pain;

the person plagued

by the deepest sleeplessness;
this person isolated

in the remote regions of

being different...

[ share life with them all,
live in profound meaning,
live as a good friend to each.”

— Aug. 11 World Tribune
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Hawairr’

We Did It! &

The pioneers of
Hawaii share how
they built the
organization’s
foundation with their
mentor, SGI
President Ikeda.

Tom Hara: |
went to meet
President
Ikeda at the
Honolulu
Airport the
evening of
Oct. 1, 1960,

- because my
leaders in Japan had written en-
couraging me to do so. [Mr. Hara
was the only member to meet
President Ikeda’s party at the air-
port. The other members, whom
Mr. Hara had not met yet, did not
show up because they had re-
ceived some misinformation
about the flight’s arrival time.]

When I saw President Ikeda,
I said, “I am youth division
member Tom Hara.” He said, “I
know you!” We had met two
years before that in Japan.

The Seikyo Shimbun that my
sponsor had sent me about Pres-
ident Ikeda’s visit said that four
people were coming, so I had
prepared four leis. But there
were six people!

The Hawaii Times came in to
take a picture of them to an-
nounce that Soka Gakkai lead-
ers were visiting. I remember
that President Ikeda and his
party was wearing overcoats. In
Japan in October, it is kind of
cold. And I do not think that
they had the correct weather in-
formation — Hawaii is always
warm, but they had heard that
Hawaii would be like New York
in November!

I had given them the leis, so
1 was about to leave. Then a
voice said, “Wait....” I turned
around, and it was President
Ikeda. He said that I could stay
at the Kaimana Hotel with
them. But I was supposed to
stay atarelative’s house close to
the airport. I started to leave,
and then President Ikeda said,
“Let’s meet at the Kaimana
Hotel tomorrow.” Then I had to
go. That is how I welcomed
President Ikeda.

The next day, Oct. 2, every-
one met President Ikeda at the
hotel, and the first discussion
meeting was held that night.

S 40 YEARS

Mitsue Rife:
The first time
I met Presi-
dent Ikeda on
Oct. 2, 1960,
at the Kai-
.| mana Hotel,
really knew
A nothing about
h1m I had no preconceptions.
But I was so impressed by
his character. Every time I met
him from then on, I was more
and more impressed. In those
days, he was so young, but he
had such capacity. In the bottom
of my heart, I was determined
that [ wanted to learn from him
throughout eternity.

Nobuko
Ishiro: After
the first dis-
cussion meet-
ing, President
Tkeda said, “If
anyone has
any more

Y
l'LH.
- questions,

please feel free to meet with me
atthe hotel later.” Harry Hirama,
the firstdistrict leader, and I went.

There were not so many
restaurants open that late. I
thought that Ms. Kashiwabara,
who was accompanying Presi-
dent Ikeda, might be hungry. So
I made rice balls at home and
then went. President Ikeda was
hungry, too, because he had not
had time to eat.

My question to him was about
funerals. There was no temple,
there were no priests. Until that
time, | had not met any members
in Hawaii. I had joined in Japan
and had been practicing by my-
self in Hawaii. Now that [ knew
there were other members, [ was
wondering what to do about fu-
nerals— afterall, everyone dies.
President Ikeda told me: “Don’t
worry! There will be a temple
here in the future.” Mr. Hirama
asked how we could receive
the Gohonzon from Japan for
the members. Soon, the Soka
Gakkai started sending us the
Gohonzon when we sent in the
applications.

Sheila Mier:
Back in 1962,
my mom was
searching for
a solid reli-
gious practice
or faith. She
was  strug-
gling with bad
health. Mr. and Mrs. Kawamoto
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Born in Hawaii, Harry Hirama was the first district leader in America. He was appointed Hawaii District leader on
Oct. 2,1960, by SGI President Ikeda. Over the course of 22 years, he developed the Hawaii organization from one dis-
trict into a region that stretched from Guam and Saipan to the Hawaiian Islands. When he died, on Oct. 29, 1982,
President Ikeda wrote him this poem: ‘Surrounded by / The sea and the sky / Of emerald blue, / Let’s send off our
General of Hawaii / With our deepest prayers.’

invited us to a Buddhist meeting.
We were farmers and lived close
to the Kawamotos.

I drove my mother to the
meeting because of her poor
health. Mr. Kawamoto spoke to
my mother about her health. My
grandmother gave my mother
her blessing to practice Bud-
dhism —this is rare in Hawai-
ian culture.

That is how my mother
joined. I was 14 years old, and
I became curious because they
talked about happiness and for-
tune —things I never heard a
religion emphasize.

It was good to see my mother
stick with it overthe past 38 years.
She has overcome two major
bouts with cancer. She is now 86
and has lived through so much.

We now have four genera-
tions in our family who prac-
tice. My mom had many people
oppose her in her family, but
one by one they came to under-
stand. My mother was able to
share Buddhism with many
Hawaiians in the community.

Mariko
Ueno: I met
President
Ikeda in Jan-
uary 1963,
when he
came to
Hawaii for
the second
time. 1 dld not know who he
was. [ did not even really know
what the Soka Gakkai was, be-
cause [ joined on Dec. 26, 1962.

Somebody encouraged me to
go to Kaewai Elementary
School forameeting. I satin the

back in the cafeteria. I remem-
ber when President Ikeda came
to the stage, he did not want to
talk to us from above, so he
came down to talk with us. I
thought, “This man is different
than other leaders.” 1 got a
warm feeling from this man.

After the meeting, he came to
meet us outside. He passed by
me, and our eyes met. Once
again, | felt such a warm feel-
ing from his life. I became in-
terested in practicing Bud-
dhism from that time, and I
started to go to district meet-
ings. Slowly, I got involved. 1
am glad I did!

Roy Oda: I
joined in June
1963. The
reason I de-
cided to was
that, although
it was a Bud-
dhistreligion,
atmy firstac-
tivity I saw so many Cau-
casians, like T.J. Rife or John
Kindt, talking about Buddhism.
I had expected that mostly it
would be older Asian people ex-
plaining Buddhism, but they
were young Caucasians. They
knew so much about Bud-
dhism. Mr. Hirama was there,
but he did not say too much—
he did not have to, because all
these people like Mr. Rife were
doing a great job.

I grew up in another Buddhist
sect, but they never actually
taught us about Buddhism, about
the philosophy. That is why I be-
came curious and decided to give
the Soka Gakkai a try. [ was the

26th young men’s division mem-
ber to join in Hawaii.

What kept me going was that
I kept meeting different people
and hearing their different ex-
periences. Those were great to
hear. The more I attended the
meetings, the more I thought:
“Well, I have listened to so
many good experiences that the
members have. What about
me?” I decided to really learn
gongyo and start chanting on
my own. I started going to Mr.
Hirama’s house to learn gongyo
with him.

T.J. Rife:
One of my
greatest
memories is
when Presi-
dent Ikeda at-
tended the
opening of
the first com-
munity center in Hawaii in Au-
gust 1965. The YMD members
were feeling kind of bad, be-
cause we did not have any time
with him. Then he looked out-
side and saw all of us on the
lawn. And he came out to see us.
We were all trying to sit
Japanese-style, but he said:
“Relax! Youdon’thave to sit that
way!” He talked to us and an-
swered our questions. We were
in shock —that was a great mo-
ment. [ really wanted the YMD
members to have that chance to
meet with President Ikeda.
The Hawaii YMD cameto be
known as the Pineapple Corps.
We all wore white shirts and
black ties then. And the ties had
pineapple-shaped tie tacks.
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Melvin Pa-
dayhag:
! What im-
| pressed me at
my first meet-
ing in 1963
was an expla-
nation of the
three proofs
in Nichiren Daishonin’s Bud-
dhism: literal, documentary and
actual. And I learned that actual
proof was the most important—
that got me interested.

So I attended my second
meeting two weeks later, which
was a young men’s meeting,
where I first chanted Nam-
myoho-renge-kyo. Hawaii was
only a chapter at the time.

From the 1960s until now, we
have shared this Buddhism with
alot of people. And we have al-
ways emphasized actual proof.

John Kindt:
AsfarasIam
concerned, if
it were not for
Mr. Hirama, I
would not be
an SGI-USA
member
today. He was
the type of person I could talk
to anytime.

Mr. Hirama is the person
who kept me and a lot of the
members going who could not
speak Japanese. Most of these
members were in the military.
He was able to explain Bud-
dhism to us. He could explain
what the Soka Gakkai was. Peo-
ple complained all the time, and
he listened to their complaints.
And he would give them satis-
fying answers. That is why they
kept developing.

President Ikeda placed a lot
of responsibility on Mr. Hi-
rama. No one had the affect on
the members that he had. We
could relate to him. He really
listened to President Ikeda’s
guidance, and he passed that
guidance on to us. That was
very important to us.

Ryuko Hi-
rama: In
1974, right
before the
San Diego
convention,
Mr. Hirama
collapsed.
He was un-
able to meet President Ikeda at
the convention.

We did not think that Presi-
dent Ikeda was going to visit
Hawaii, but hearing about my
husband’s condition, he
stopped by on his way back to
Japan. When he saw Mr. Hi-
rama, President Ikeda acted just

S 40 YEARS

like my husband was his own
son. He really prayed to the Go-
honzon for my husband’s re-
covery, and my husband lived
several more years.

I felt that President Ikeda’s
concern for my husband —
and for all the Hawaii mem-
bers — was more than our own
parents’. Whenever my hus-
band and I had a crisis, Presi-
dent Ikeda warmly encour-
aged us. Mr. Hirama and I
gained the confidence that no
matter what happened, we
would never be swayed.

Albert Mier:
In 1975, we
had a pre-bi-
centennial
convention in
Hawaii. [ was
in charge of
the  ware-
house. I was
halfway between YMD and
men’s division. Many disasters
happened along the way, but I
took full responsibility foritall.
I chanted so much.

One time, we received a mes-
sage at the warehouse from
President Ikeda. I will never
forget what he said: “To all of
you working behind the scenes
in this convention, I know what
you are going through. I can
feel what you feel. Even though
I am wearing a suit, and I am
going to meet the governor of
Hawaii, underneath this suit I
feel like I am wearing my work
clothes.”

At that moment, I refreshed
my determination. We moved
together and created a success-
ful convention. President Ikeda
is a great leader who, no matter
how far away we are or what we
are doing, knows what we are
going through. There is no other
organization in existence today
where a member can feel such
a connection to the central fig-
ure or mentor.

Aileen Oda:
One thing 1
have learned
as a pioneer
of Hawaii—
that I really
want to share
with the
youth —is
that, no matter what, you
should never leave the family
of the SGI. People in Hawaii
are very open. That is why
people here were able to cre-
ate a great family atmosphere
in the organization. That is the
Aloha spirit that makes the
SGI-USA in Hawaii great. No
one should ever leave this
wonderful family!

Kimiko
Kindt: I am
doing activi-
ties with Mrs.
Hirama now,
- because she
cannot drive.
I make ap-

2 pointments
for her to do home visits all
over, and I take her. I help at the
culture center front desk and the
bookstore, too. I would like to
do even more activities, but my
problem is there are too many
things that I like to do!

When 1 joined, I wanted to
have children, but I lost three
times. However, now I can see
that I have the greatest family. All
the Hawaii members that [ have
had the fortune to take care of are
my family. I do not like it when
people try to take care of me—
I like to take care of other peo-
ple. Thatis why I am still healthy
today, and I am getting younger!

Of course, the pioneer times
and today are a lot different, but
I can never forget what I learned
as a pioneer—to have faith in
the Gohonzon and to put Presi-
dent Ikeda’s guidance into action.

Susan and
Minoru
Nishida:
What we
learned as pi-
oneers  of
Hawaii is that
when  you
—= have prob-

lems, don’t
give up, no
matter what.
Stick with the
Gohonzon
and the SGI.
All your
prayers will
| be answered.

Nora Paday-
hag: Our
family has
hadalotofac-
tual  proof
over the years
from  this
practice. In

1965, 1 at-
tended my first SGI meeting
while I was visiting my sister,
who was a member in Los An-
geles, although she couldn’t at-
tend. I'll never forget the great
experiences [ heard at that meet-
ing, especially that of a new
member who overcame paralysis
of half of her body. In December
of that year, I started practicing.
I used to think that life was so
boring, a routine of work and par-
tying on the weekends. But join-
ing the SGI changed my life for
the better!
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A JOURNEY FOR WORLD PEACE

Congratulations on 40
Years of Contributing to
the American Experience!

By DAVID CHAPPELL
SOKA UNIVERSITY OF AMERICA

ongratulations on the
40th anniversary of
SGI’s international

movement! This Oct. 2 is very
significant in marking 40 years
of SGI history since SGI Presi-
dent Ikeda made his first step
toward the world.

I believe that the SGI is pio-
neering across the globe in find-
ing new ways to infuse the Bud-
dhist values of compassion,
wisdom, fairness and justice
within our human societies, cul-
tures, families and in individuals’
hearts. I really praise President
Ikeda’s outstanding dedication
and leadership in this endeavor.

The SGI was dramatically dif-
ferent from other Buddhist or-
ganizations in the way it estab-
lished itself in America, in how
it valued the American experi-
ence. President Ikeda on his first
trip to America told the Japanese
pioneers, “Learn English, get a
driver’s license, and become an
American citizen....” This was
really a remarkable message,
saying that you should take re-
sponsibility where you are to
build your life and flourish there.

That is a distinctive message
ofnot just looking to the past but
of making a creative contribu-
tion in the present and the future,
and the SGI has done that. No
other group coming from Asia
has been as successful as the
SGI in spreading its roots in the
new cultures it enters.

Shakyamuni criticized the
caste system. And in turn the SGI
has criticized those structures
that value one human being more
than others. These can be insti-
tutional structures like the priest-
hood vs. the laity, or they can be
racist structures. I think that the
SGlis more vocal in challenging
the distinctions of race than any
other Buddhist group.

Having the eye to see that
spreading Buddhism does not
mean making everybody fit into
a Japanese or Asian Buddhist
package, having the eye to see
the flower of compassion and
wisdom in people of other races,
other times, other cultures —
that takes an unusual eye. Presi-
dent Ikeda always has had that.
Separation from the priesthood
was a necessary process for cre-

ating new
value,
and it has
become a
wonder-
ful gift
for sensi-
tizing
S G 1
members to issues of structural
injustice and institutional in-
equality.

I want to emphasize four rea-
sons why I think the SGI has
been so successful in America
and the world:

1) The SGI welcomes people
with constant caring that gives
support like a new family. You
have done this better than any
other Buddhist group.

2) The SGI has captured ide-
alism. You have presented a vi-
sion of a better world, where
everybody is included. That vi-
sion has attracted young people
who are idealistic, who care,
who want to make a difference.

3) The SGI has valued every
human being, especially those
who have suffered and struggled,
honoring and valuing them just
asthey are without judging them.

4) The SGI has introduced a
simple, practical way of practice
for people to use in their strug-
gles, namely, chanting and the
Gohonzon. Individual members
can use these to get empowered
and resolve their problems.

President Ikeda has chosen
education, culture and dialogue
to bring about peace. These can-
not be imposed from the top
down. It is only by empowering
everybody that we can really
build a lasting peace.

Only by empowering people
through education and literacy,
by overcoming the digital di-
vide and getting everyone in-
cluded can you have real peace.
That means the development of
an inclusive culture. Hopefully
itis this challenge that SGI will
give to the leaders of our global
economy.

Dr. Chappell left the University
of Hawaii at Manoa this summer
to become a professor of com-
parative religion at Soka Uni-
versity of America, Aliso Viejo.
He is a scholar of Asian Bud-
dhism who recently began to
study the SGI movement.
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By JOANNE TACHIBANA

he governor of Hawaii, Ben-
I jamin J. Cayetano, declared
Oct. 1 Soka Gakkai Interna-
tional-USA Day. Anne Kobayashi,
his executive assistant, presented
he proclamation at SGI-USA
awaii’s 40th Anniversary General
feeting, in commemoration of the
Oth anniversary of the SGI peace
movement that began on Oahu on
Oct. 2, 1960, when SGI President
Ikeda arrived on his first journey
outside Japan.

Atthat time, Hawaii District was
created, the first one outside Japan,
and Harry Hirama, a local resident,
was appointed its first leader. In
Hawaii, families of many ethnic
backgrounds — Hawaiians, Fil-
ipinos, Chinese, Samoans, African
Americans, Portugese, local Japan-
ese and more— were soon to join
and start creating the foundation
for Hawaii’s organization.

For many months leading up to
the 40th Anniversary General
Meeting, the youth brain-
stormed and discussed how
best to celebrate this very spe-
cial milestone in the annals
of the Hawaii peace move-
ment. The Hawaii .
Convention Center “+
provided the largest
venue to accommodate the
statewide membership who
would participate— 3,500
members and guests were ex-
pected (SGI-USA General Di-
rector Danny Nagashima wel-

including 200 .

from the neigh- &

boring islands ._rr‘--
fHawaii, Maui * A

form:
efforts since 1

Z 4

comed the 4,000 who attended, + \é |

- r— — ——

With sur
women and the Boys

Group, the youth-sponsored event
unfolded.

The selected theme, “Honoring
Our Past....Creating Our Future...”
was illustrated through story, song
and dance. Hawaii’s SGI story un-
folded in the tradition of oral history,
with a grandma sharing with her
grandson, who was experiencing
conflict with his friends and within
himself, how our peace movement
came to Hawaii’s shores. All was il-
lustrated through vignettes taken
from the “Sunrise” chapter of The
New Human Revolution, volume 1.
The talented, multi-ethnic members
of the SGI, young and old, added to
the story with songs and dances. A
special highlight was guest artist
Danny Couch, internationally ac-
claimed entertainer, performing his
signature song, “These Islands,”
which made its debut at the 1998
Miss Universe Contestin Hawaii and
recently was adopted as Hawaii’s
state song. To this melody was added
the graceful motions ofhula dancers.
The history of the SGI on Hawaii
was also capsulated in a video—
. beginning with the 1960s and
flowing through the dec-
ades—that featured photos

and mini-interviews with pi-

oneers and today’s youth.
There were smiles and tears as
many members recalled their
personal paths, their struggles
and triumphs, through the
many years of their SGI ac-
tivities. The Aloha spirit,
shared heart to
heart, permeated
throughout
center as 0
=4 friendsreur
=emen  and new fi

wereel

e

=

ol

Popular singer Danny Couch performs
his song ‘These Islands.

ty 3

SGIEUSA General Dire
bers at the Maui Community Cente!
members on Hilog:pt. 27,and Kau

e ki IlyN



.27, and Kauai; Sept. 29. -

[Janny Ngmncouraggﬁnem-

unity Center, Sept:28. He also visited the
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athy Kishi, Pacific Zone
Youth Leader:

hrough the preparations for
this 40th Anniversary Gen-
eral Meeting, we could under-
stand further the significance of

' | SGI President Ikeda coming to

Hawaii 40 years ago. There was
a skit in our meeting based on
the “Sunrise” chapter of The New
Human Revolution, volume 1,
which is all about President
Ikeda’s 1960 visit. Many of the
youth who performed are high
school and college students. To-
gether, we studied the “Sunrise”
- chapter and learned what it was
like in those early days. The
grandmother of one of the young
omen in the skit was one of the
pioneers who was there in 1960.
This young woman was really ex-

~ cited to be an actor in this skit.
We learned how to work with
the men’s and women’s divisions,

"1 too, through this event. A lot of
* times, we had clashes of ideas.

‘We as youth have a lot of creativ-
- ity, but we sometimes do not think
. ofthe details. We learned so much
. from our seniors, and we want to
show our respect for them by con-

4 tinuing to grow. I feel like every-

one, including President Ikeda, is
iting to see our progress. I,
. |

Photos by GREGORY NAKA
GEORGE FUJIOKA 3
GEORGE YOSHIOK

Taka Ishii, Pacific Zone
Youth Leader:

he youth understood more the

mission they have to be prac-
ticing in Hawaii, at this time in his-
tory, from preparing for this 40th
Anniversary General Meeting.
They realized that these people in
The New Human Revolution are
the same people they always see
at the Culture Center— this gave
them a deeper sense of pride. A
number of youth who were not in-
volved in activities at all before
this event got really involved.
They started to come to activities
enthusiastically and started to do
gongyo and chant a lot. From now
on, we want to involve them in
smaller group activities, where we
will continue to study Buddhis;
with them more.

Things are a lot different no
than they were 40 years ago, an
the youth today do not face th
same challenges that the pionee:
did. But this does not mean th:
the youth are not suffering. The
are facing violence, drugs, pe
pressure and school and fam
problems. Hawaii also has serio
economic problems. Itis beca
of these problems that we can!
ally prove the power of B
dhism. As long as we can cap
the same spirit that the pionee

- learned from President Ikeda

to face all their problems fe
lessly — then I think Hawaii
| continue to advance. Il
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Perseverance and Cooperation

A Record of My Life

by Daisaku Ikeda

‘The people of
Okinawa knew that
with perseverance and
cooperation, in time
they could surmount
any obstacle, SGI
President Ikeda
writes. ‘And that
without such
optimism, tomorrow
would never come.
They possessed the
strength to never
abandon hope’

migrants from Oki-
nawa have made re-
markable contribu-
tions throughout the
world, particularly in South
America. Within the SGI, as
well, the efforts of members
from Okinawa shine bril-
liantly. To name but a few,
these members include Gen-
eral Director Yoshimasa Chi-
nen of Chile, General Director
Takeshi Kamiya of Bolivia
and Women’s Leader Marina
Kiyoko Nakajima of Brazil.

An event to commemorate
the centennial of Japanese im-
migration to Peru was held in
May last year, with Peruvian
President Alberto Fujimori, a
second-generation immigrant
himself, attending. At the re-
quest of the organizing com-
mittee, the event opened with
performances by 800 SGI of
Peru members.

The first of these was a
group of young women per-
forming an Okinawan harvest
dance called the Mamidoma.
Both natives and nonnatives to
Okinawa danced. This is evi-
dence of the important roles
that Okinawans are playing in
Peruvian society.

Next, a harvest dance from
the Andes was performed. The
stadium erupted with thunder-
ous applause as the dancers il-
lustrated the exquisite fusion of
the people and the land.

In June 1998, a celebration
of 90 years of Japanese immi-
gration to Brazil was held in
the South American country
with the attendance of Brazil-
ian President Fernando Hen-
rique Cardozo. The organiz-
ing committee had invited me

to attend, but I was unable to;
my eldest son, Hiromasa, went
in my place.

As in Peru, the youth of
Brazil put on an electrifying
performance. And in June last
year, President Hugo Banzer
Bansel of Bolivia attended an
event in which the SGI of Bo-
livia brass band and fife-and-
drum corps performed.

Throughout South America,
the Uchinanchu [what the Oki-
nawans call themselves] are
making significant contribu-
tions to their respective soci-
eties as upstanding citizens.
Their efforts, which reach be-
yond the local Japanese com-
munity, far surpass any narrow-
minded nationalism or
ethnocentrism.

The Okinawans’ spirit to
help others is not mere
formality.

Why have the people of Ok-
inawa been so well received
throughout the world? Accord-
ing to Kunihiro Mitsumori, the
central figure in the Soka
Gakkai organization in Oki-
nawa, it is because they are cul-
turally international by nature.

Many generations ago, Ok-
inawans boldly set out on the
open sea in small vessels
called sabani. Carried by the
current, they got as far as Java
and Sumatra, and succeeded
early on in creating a trade
zone. This period of extensive
trade came to a halt for Oki-
nawa when Portugal and
Spain embarked on the Age
of Great Voyages at the end of
the 15th century.

Nevertheless, the Okinawan
people have continued to view
the sea not as a barrier holding
them back but as a pathway to
an unknown world. The Oki-
nawan concept of nirai kanai —
that happiness comes from be-
yond the sea—has also most
likely contributed to the Oki-
nawan people’s fearlessness re-
garding the unknown.

The migration of Oki-
nawans to other parts of the
world dates back to Kyuzo
Toyama, who is regarded as
the father of Okinawan immi-
gration. Even with the instal-
lation in the 19th century of
the Meiji government [which
abolished feudalism and
began Japan on a rapid course
toward becoming a unified
modern state], the old customs
of the previous Edo Period
were preserved in Okinawa.

While in form the system of
government had changed, the
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Okinawan people continued to
suffer. The poll tax, an atrocious
law without parallel in the
world, continued to be in force.
And the land tax system was
not revised until 36 years after
similar revisions had been
made elsewhere in Japan.

Furthermore, it was a long
time before the first national
legislative assembly elections
were held on the islands. The
citizens of Okinawa continued
to be robbed of even the oppor-
tunity to express their opinions.

Poor economic conditions
persisted. Not only was there
no rice, but there was even a
shortage of potatoes. The Oki-
nawans staved off their hunger
by eating cycads [Japanese
sago palms], which can be
lethal if not prepared carefully.
People talked about living in a
“cycad hell.”

Having grown frustrated
with the lack of efficacy of the
Freedom and People’s Rights
Movement [an early Meiji Pe-
riod effort to reform the gov-
ernment along the lines of
Western democracies], Kyuzo
Toyama threw himselfpassion-
ately into promoting emigra-
tion. He saw emigration as are-
alistic means of saving people
from the dire circumstances
that gripped Okinawa.

A hundred years ago, in
1899, he organized the first
group of immigrants to Hawaii.
It was a party of 26 people pri-
marily from his native village,
Kin. Four years later, he led a
second group there.

Witnessing the spirit of the
Okinawan immigrants with his
own eyes, Toyama composed
the following poem:

Let us go!

The five continents

are our home.

Sincerity is all we have.

The stones of Kin adorn the
entire world.

How lofty! Planting roots
around the world — with sin-
cerity as their only posses-
sion— Okinawan immigrants
have worked and toiled in
earnest. The foundation for
their current global activities
was laid a century ago.

A member in Okinawa re-
lated to me how his grandfather
had been part of the second mi-
gration from Kin village to
Hawaii. The arduous labor in-
volved in harvesting the sugar
cane and carrying it on his
shoulders caused the top of his
grandfather’s right ear to fold
downward permanently. That is
how hard they worked.

In Okinawa, there was a prac-
tice since ancient times called
yuimaru, which describes the
way people helped one another.
Yui means to bring together, and
maru means to make rounds.
When the season came to har-
vest sugar cane or plantrice, the
locals would form groups by
area or by kinship and would
move from one farm to the next
sharing the work.

This tradition of mutual help
was carried on by Okinawan as-
sociations set up in the various
parts of the world to which Ok-
inawans emigrated. While till-
ing the land of their new homes
under the scorching sun, they
supported one another and
overcame all their struggles.

The spirit of the people of
Okinawa to help their fellows is

not mere formality. They have
learned with their very lives the
importance of aiding others.

Typhoons strike. Fields are
laid to waste before the wrath
of Nature. But when the storms
have cleared and the snarling
waves subsided, a serene,
bountiful sea stretches out far
and wide, bringing a cornu-
copia of treasure.

The people of Okinawa knew
that with perseverance and co-
operation, in time they could
surmount any obstacle. And
that without such optimism, to-
morrow would never come.
They possessed the strength to
never abandon hope.

It is now a hundred years
since the first group of Oki-
nawan immigrants left the
shores of their homeland. The
Uchinanchu of Brazil number
80,000, accounting for approx-
imately 10 percent of the coun-
try’s citizens of Japanese de-
scent. There are 45,000 living in
Peru, making up more than half
of the ethnic Japanese commu-
nity in that country. In Ar-
gentina, where the number of
people of Japanese descent
comes to approximately 30,000,
those who trace their origins to
Okinawa make up 70 percent.

The destiny of a land is
changed by its people.

The strength of the Okinawan
people to stand alone and rise
above severe hardship enabled
them to overcome what must
have looked like hopeless situ-
ations and to show actual proof
of their victory through hard
work and effort. They show the

PLEASE SEE PERSEVERANCE, 11
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HUMA

‘SECURING THE
FOUNDATION’

VOLUME 8, CHAPTER 1, PART 1-2

As Volume 8 begins, the third anniversary of his
presidency is approaching and Shin’ichi Ya-
mamoto considers what his next move for kosen-

rufu will be.

very river has a source.
E Nichiren Daishonin

writes, “The farther the
source, the longer the stream”
(The Writings of Nichiren Dai-
shonin, p. 940). The Soka
Gakkai, too, has a brilliant spir-
itual source. Itis the eternal way
of the oneness of mentor and
disciple, set forth by the Soka
Gakkai’s first and second pres-
idents, Tsunesaburo Makiguchi
and Josei Toda. As long as this
spirit remains alive, the stream
of kosen-rufu will continue to
nourish the world.

Makiguchi was arrested by
the oppressive militarist gov-
ernment in Japan and died in
prison during the cold of late
autumn, on Nov. 18, 1944.
He was 73. He gave his life in
the struggle to achieve peace
and happiness for all hu-
mankind, upholding the great
philosophy of Buddhism as
he fought against authoritar-
ianism to the very end. His
was a noble death.

Toda was arrested along with
Makiguchi, and in his prison
cell he steadfastly prayed for
his elderly mentor: “Please
allow me to take all the blame
for both of us, and let Mr.

Makiguchi go home as soon as
possible.” But his beloved men-
tor was not to leave prison alive.

When Toda learned of
Makiguchi’s death, he shook
with rage. And when he was fi-
nally released from prison, this
indomitable champion of the
Mystic Law swore “revenge”
against unjust authority.

This revenge was to prove the
validity of his mentor’s cause;
to inherit Makiguchi’s will and
create a flow of kosen-rufu as
broad and powerful as a great
river. It was to eradicate misery
from the world and usher in an
age in which power would be
restored to the people and the
strength of the human spirit
would triumph over authority,
military might and violence,
thereby establishing lasting
global peace.

Embracing his mentor’s
heart, Toda determined that he,
too, would devote himself to
spreading the Daishonin’s
teachings. Both the mentor who
died in prison and the disciple
who emerged from prison alive
were lions prepared to stake
everything for the spread of the
Mystic Law.

The way of the lion is the way

EVOLUTION

SGl President lkeda’s novelized history of the Soka Gakkai

of mentor and
disciple —of
dedicating
one’s life to
truth and jus-
tice. It is the

way of the
courageous,
who stand

alone, afraid of
nothing. It is
the path of vic-
tory, in which
all evil and in-
justice are de-
feated. And it
is the way of
compassion, in
which  one
gives oneself
completely to
championing
the cause of the
people.

The Soka Gakkai is a gath-
ering of lions, an alliance of
people who share Josei Toda’s
spirit and have taken on the task
of creating indestructible hap-
piness and peace.

Many who joined the orga-
nization in the beginning were
struggling with problems like
illness, poverty and family dis-
cord. By challenging their
karma, they awakened to their
mission as Bodhisattvas of the
Earth—their true mission as
human beings—and began
working actively to improve
society. Herein lies the great-
ness of the Soka Gakkai’s
kosen-rufu movement, as well
as the essence of Mahayana
Buddhism.

ay 3, the day of the
M25th Headquarters
General Meeting,

would mark the third anniver-
sary of Shin’ichi Yamamoto’s
presidency. With the occasion
approaching, Shin’ichi had
been giving much thought to
what his next move should be.
This May 3 would mark the
final lead up to the first mile-
stone he had set— the seventh
memorial (sixth anniversary) of
Josei Toda’s death, on April 2,
the following year.

Each goal he had made upon
becoming president to achieve
by that time was being realized.
The membership goal of 3 mil-
lion households had already
been reached five months ear-
lier, with the membership now
standing at more than 3.3 mil-

lion households.

Work on the Grand Recep-
tion Hall at the head temple,
which the Soka Gakkai was
building and donating to the

priesthood, was moving
smoothly toward its scheduled
completion the following
spring. In addition, the new
Soka Gakkai Headquarters
would be finished in August,
and a ceremony to celebrate its
completion was slated for early
September.

The Komei Political Federa-
tion, with the Soka Gakkai as its
main supporting body, was also
making great progress. Its rep-
resentation in local government
assemblies now surpassed
1,000 officials. It was steadily
developing into a substantial
force for restoring government
to the people and creating a so-
ciety in which the people would
play a leading role.

Since Shin’ichi’s inaugura-
tion, the Soka Gakkai had
clearly been growing and ad-
vancing by leaps and bounds.
This made him all the more
aware that to take the next big
step forward, it would be nec-
essary to reorganize and se-
cure the foundations of the
headquarters and general
chapters in each area.

But Shin’ichi also keenly
perceived an even more im-
portant task—to preserve for
all eternity the spirit of his pre-
decessors, Makiguchi and
Toda, who, unafraid of even
death, dedicated their lives to
achieving peace and happiness

for all humankind. Shin’ichi
was concerned that this spirit
was gradually weakening
among the Soka Gakkai lead-
ership as the organization con-
tinued to develop.

For example, he was begin-
ning to notice leaders who were
taking advantage of the Soka
Gakkai now that it had become
well established. Rather than
considering what they could do
for kosen-rufu and the Soka
Gakkai, they were expecting
the Soka Gakkai to do some-
thing for them.

Some leaders were also of the
mistaken view that attaining a
high position in the organization
was a sign of success. Preoccu-
pied with becoming “important,”
they would be elated when ap-
pointed to a higher position and
disheartened if they were not.

If people obsessed with fame
and personal profit— people
who seek only to exploit the
Soka Gakkai for their own ben-
efit—become leaders, the
members will suffer. This will
inevitably lead to the decay of
the entire organization and its
collapse from within.

For the future growth and ad-
vancement of the Soka Gakkai,
Shin’ichi silently pledged to cut
these tendencies off at the root.
He would begin by causing the
Soka Gakkai spirit to brim
within each leader’s heart.

Daisaku Ikeda appears in the
novel as Shin’ichi Yamamoto.
The events take place in 1963.
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A Tribute to My Nemesis

BY LEE K. WOLFSON
PITTSBURGH

Lee Wolfson discovers
that, perhaps more so
than our friends, it is
our enemies that
shape our lives.

night to find a large enve-

lope in the mail. Upon open-
ing it, I found the program from
my 30th high school reunion.
While I never attend these events
for reasons that will become ap-
parent, I was curious about the
fate of some of my classmates.
In the back of the program was
alistofall 126 graduates. Those
who responded or were locat-
able provided some basic de-
mographic information. I must
say there were a lot of names I
no longer recognized.

Before I put the booklet down,
I'wentto the front pages that con-
tained the program, menu, etc.
On the next page was a memo-

I arrived home from work one

Photo by MARK MILLER

riam.
Four of
my class-
mates
had died
since we
gradu-
ated.
One of
them had
died
shortly after graduation. Two of
them I recognized but hardly
knew. The lastone, Art D., I knew
very well.

Art had tormented me
through most of my school life.
His favorite name for me was
Jewboy or Kike. In my younger
years, he delighted in this kind
ofname-calling until  would be
driven to tears or fighting, or
both. He often would goad other
boys into similar name-calling.
Most of them were larger than
me. [ was usually on the losing
end of these “encounters.”

My parents tried to protect
and comfort me, and would
often complain to the school ad-
ministration, but there was
rarely any kind of meaningful
intervention from the school or
the other parents. As a young

boy, I had a difficult time grasp-
ing this as bigotry. I just thought
everyone hated me.

In high school, it wasn’t
much different, although by
then I was able to grasp the con-
cept of prejudice. It became
quite obvious to me, as the only
Jew in my school (in a small
western Pennsylvania town,
population 10,000) that I was
never going to be accepted so-
cially, by either gender. I with-
drew from any meaningful as-
sociations. In my senior year,
Art’s badgering only got worse.

One day in particular, he was
gleefully whispering “Jewboy,
Jewboy, Jewboy” in history
class. I ignored him. Then we
were on our way to band prac-
tice in another building. On the
street, he kept up his harangue
but was no longer whispering.
His buddies were laughing and
joining in. Finally, I turned to
him and told him to “back off.”

By now a crowd had gath-
ered. I could see he was
seething. In my first moment of
what I thought was psycholog-
ical insight, I came up with a
plan. In an effort to diffuse the
situation and embarrass him, |

turned to him, looked him in
the eye, and said: “Okay, Art.
Why don’t you prove to all your
friends what a real man you are
and punch me?”

The crowd fell silent. I stared
at him defiantly. Then he did
the one thing I never thought he
would do. He punched me.
Right in the mouth. I thought:
“Hey! He wasn’t supposed to
do that.” However, the crowd
grew almost silent. The hate
and negativity diffused, and we
continued on down the street.
He never harassed me again.

Sitting on my patio that
night, under the moonlit sky, a
chorus of cicadas serenading
me, I smoked a really fine
cigar (Astral Bellicosa), the
curling smoke a reminder of
the transience of all phenom-
ena. | sat with my feelings. I
pondered: Art D. is dead. My
great nemesis is dead.

I feel no joy, no sense of tri-
umph, that I outlived him, or
that somehow he got his just re-
ward. I don’t even know how he
died. But I did realize this: So
much of who I was, and who I
would become, was defined in
many ways by Art, my enemy

and tormentor. Perhaps, it’s our
enemies — as much or perhaps
even more so than our
friends — who truly shape who
we are, and what we might be-
come. Could it be that through
these painful life experiences a
seed was planted that eventu-
ally led to my becoming a psy-
chologist and a Buddhist?

Embracing Buddhism for the
past 28 years has taught me that
if I would practice Buddhism,
then I must put into action the
path of lovingkindness and
compassion.

In my silent determinations,
following my recitation of the
Lotus Sutra, instead of offering
prayers for the deceased, I make
a promise: to hold in my heart
the loving memory of all those
individuals who touched my
life in some way. Then I pledge
that my actions this day will pay
tribute to their loving memo-
ries. This morning,  held Artin
my heart with lovingkindness
and made this same pledge.

Perspectives printed here do
not necessarily reflect the opin-
ions of the SGI-USA or the
World Tribune.

Children’s Rights Exhibition
Celebrates Fourth Year

By MALINA MOORE

SGI-USA EXHIBITION COORDINATOR

ince its first showing in
S 1996, “Treasuring the

Future: Children’s
Rights and Realities” has ap-
peared in 19 cities across the
United States. It has received
mayoral proclamations, state
resolutions and congressional
letters of recognition. To date,
more than 45,000 people —
both big and small —have
seen this exhibition in muse-
ums, libraries, shopping malls
and university campuses.
Thanks to the hard work and
dedicated efforts of SGI-USA
members, child advocacy or-
ganizations and local commu-
nity supporters, the exhibition
has been accessible and con-
venient for people from all
walks of life to see.

Working for the happiness
of others and upholding human
rights has been the proud
legacy of the SGI, and this nat-
urally extends to the rights of
children. As we know and rec-
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Malina Moore, exhibition coordinator.

ognize — especially through
the efforts of the Boys and
Girls Groups across the coun-
try —children are our future,
therefore it is imperative to
nurture and invest in their pos-
itive growth and development.

I feel that exhibition com-
mittees across the United
States, by reaching out to com-
munity organizations and or-
ganizing educational activities
around the topic of children’s
rights, have done just that.
They have used the exhibition
as one more opportunity to

contribute to our children’s
positive growth and develop-
ment. In addition, I believe
they have laid the foundation
for what hopefully will be a
long-lasting cooperation be-
tween our local organizations
and our communities.

And 1 believe the positive
impact doesn’t end there. Most
locations had never before
hosted an SGI-USA exhibition
and were somewhat over-
whelmed by the often daunt-
ing tasks at hand. No matter
how much the tension may
have risen or what obstacles
may have come up, in each lo-
cation, the committee mem-
bers rose to the occasion and
created meaningful events for
the community and family and
friends to attend. Some even
expressed their surprise (and
delight!) at their own poten-
tial and capabilities.

I feel so fortunate to be in-
volved in this project, and it
has been my privilege and
honor to meet so many fantas-
tic people around the country.

Photo by GREGORY NAKASUJI

A mother and her daughter enjoy the exhibition in New Orleans.

I can’t express enough my ap-
preciation to everyone who
has supported this exhibition.
Thank you very much!

So what’s next? Well,
“Treasuring the Future: Chil-
dren’s Rights and Realities”
will end the year 2000 with

two more showings at the Av-
enues Mall in Jacksonville,
Fla. (Oct. 16-29) and at Cali-
fornia State University, Chan-
nel Islands (Nov. 10-19). For
more detailed information,
please check out our Web site
at www.kidsrights.org.
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true mettle of human beings.

They continue, without any
support or status, to uncompro-
misingly proclaim the nobility
of peace based on their first-
hand experiences. Prior to
World War I, the use of the Ok-
inawan dialect was prohibited
in elementary schools, and
those caught using it were
forced to wear a “Dialect Dis-
grace Tag” around their necks.
It was a shameful past, in which
they were made to detest them-
selves and their culture.

But through this experience,
the people of Okinawa have
stood up determined to risk their
very lives to protect human
rights. They rely on no one. And
they have an instinctual intoler-
ance for discrimination.

Buddhism has steadily
spread throughout Okinawa be-
cause its philosophy, which
strengthens people’s foundation
of self-reliance and indepen-
dence, resonates with the strong
indigenous spirit of Uchina [an-
other name for Okinawa]. This
surely stems from the Oki-
nawan abhorrence of tempo-
rary fads and the intervention of
power and authority.

Okinawan people keenly
view things without judg-
ment— they look at grass-roots
movements with a discerning
eye and recognize good for
what it is. Of course, it goes
without saying that the noble
contributions of Soka Gakkai
members in Okinawa have also
played a significant role in so-
lidifying this traditional spirit.

When I visited Okinawa in
1988, I spoke extensively about
the principle in the Lotus Sutra
of the three transformations of
the land [referring to the scene
inthe “Treasure Tower” chapter
where Shakyamuni transforms
the land three times, thereby pu-

rifying it]. The destiny of a land
is changed by its people.

This is just as Nichiren Dai-
shonin indicates in his treatise
“On Establishing the Correct
Teaching for the Peace of the
Land.” He says, “The nation
achieves prosperity through the
Buddhist Law, and the Law is
proven worthy of reverence by
the people who embrace it”
(The Writings of Nichiren Dai-
shonin, p. 18). He also says:
“All things depend on the coun-
try and the time. In practicing
Buddhism, one should take this
principle into consideration”
(Gosho Zenshu, p. 1579).

Stressing this idea that the
prosperity of a land depends on
the activities and development
of the individuals who live
there, I encouraged the mem-
bers in Okinawa to polish them-
selves through faith in the Mys-
tic Law. This, I said, is the
fundamental way leading to the
revitalization of society and to
making Okinawa a model for
Japan and the world.

There is a large bell that
adorned the main building of
Shuri Castle during Okinawa’s
Great Trading Age. The in-
scription on it reads, “As a
bridge linking all nations, we
have brought forth ever-abun-
dant treasures.” It is within this
spirit of the Okinawan people to
live as global citizens, appreci-
ating cultural differences and
finding beauty in diversity, that
the greatest reward of interna-
tional exchange is found.

Okinawa is truly a bridge
linking all lands. It possesses
the unsurpassed mission of
conveying to the world the
tremendous importance of cul-
ture and peace. The 21st cen-
tury will without a doubt be the
time when the genuine ability
ofthe Uchinanchu shines forth.

The 2000 G-8 Summit of in-
dustrialized nations is being

Send inyour own questions,
and we'll share the answers!

Question:

What questions will SUA
ask during the telephone in-
terview? Can you fax me the
questions in advance so that [
can prepare?

Answer:

The telephone interview is
our opportunity to getto know
you a little better. It is a dia-
logue where you will be asked
some questions—and you
will have the opportunity to

ask some questions of your
own. We do not give out the
questions beforehand because
we do not want prospective
students to feel that they have
to rehearse or prepare and
memorize specific answers.
The most important thing to
remember is just be yourself.
This interview will be a con-
versation, and we will do our
best to make it an interesting,
enjoyable chance to talk about
what is important to you.

Question:

I heard from a friend that
SUA’s purpose is to send

missionaries around the
world. Is that true?

Answer:

No, it is not true. SUA wel-
comes students of all religions
and nationalities and offers a
non-sectarian liberal arts cur-
riculum. Everyone partici-
pates in an academic intern-
ship/study abroad in their
junior year in which they go to
another country to study the
language and experience the
people and their culture. This
is part of their curriculum for
which they earn academic
credit. We do expect that when
our students graduate they will
have developed the character,
wisdom and leadership skills
necessary to make positive
contributions in their commu-
nities and their countries.

Ifyou have questions of any
kind about SUA, please send
them to SUA at either
admission@soka.edu  or
info@soka.edu. Wewill use this
World Tribune column to share
our answer with others who
might have the same questions.

held in Okinawa. Most suitably,
the Bridge to All Nations Pavil-
ion will serve as the main venue
of the event.

Eleven in a series

If you have any questions
about your subscription
to the World Tribune or

Living Buddhism
magazine, please call

1-800-835-4558

Correction: The title and the first sen-
tence of the “Buddhist Applications to Psy-
chotherapy” article In the Sept. 29 World
Tribune, pp. 1 and 10, misrepresent the ac-
tual focus of the two symposia held at this
year’s American Psychological Associa-
tion’s 108th annual conference. There was
equal emphasis on the application of Bud-
dhism to psychotherapy and to the solution
of social problems of ethno-political con-
flict, war and genocide, poverty, environ-
mental degradation, nuclear warfare and
biological weapons.

The following paragraph was omitted
toward the end of the article on p. 10: Kath-
leen Dockett, Ed.D., psychology professor
at the University of the District of Colum-
bia, spoke on how Buddhist psychology
can help prevent ethnopolitical conflict,
genocide, and war. At the core of ethnic
conflict lies a crisis of identity. From the

Buddhist perspective, when people fail to
understand their true identity, and the spir-
itual equality and mutual interdependence
of all life, they tend to form deep attach-
ments to transient national and cultural
identities as though they were permanent.
Buddhism holds the more flexible view that
individual and group identities are relative,
contingent, and evolving. The key to re-
solving conflict among ethnic groups lies
indiscovering and revealing a universal hu-
manity that transcends difference. Solu-
tions call for broad concepts: of self-iden-
tity as one with the universe, of social
identity as mutually interdependent, and of
universal identity as global citizenship.
Combined with genuine dialogue, cross-
cultural interaction, mutual responsibility,
and global awareness, these provide the in-
gredients for a harmonious coexistence in
our global human society.
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Calendars for 2001!

The Century of Life 2001
The Century of Life datebook is back with a new edition for 2001. This gorgeous week
by week calendar features stunning photography by SGI-USA members together with
inspirational quotes from SGI President lkeda. This year we've added a place for phone
numbers and addresses, too.

$12.95
Florida Nature and Culture Center 2001

A wall calendar featuring the unique bea
photographs by Jonathan Wilson.

$9.95 o
A

M/O # 4112

¥
/0

£ P o

Available at all SGI-USA bookstores.
Or purchase your copy via mail order:

1-800-626-1313 or sgiusamoc@aol.com.

Llly‘-'o_f the Florida Nature and Culture Center in

# 4108

World Tribune

Press
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By TROY MURRAIN
DALLAS BUREAU CHIEF

n Oct. 1, the members of
O Texas/Oklahoma Region
celebrated the 40th an-

niversary of SGI President Ikeda’s

first trip for worldwide kosen-rufu,
holding their first culture festival at

the beautiful Southfork Ranch in

Plano, Texas.

The theme, “United for Peace,” was

clearly displayed on the smiling faces of the
more than 2,000 people in attendance, gath-
ered here to watch the performances of mem-
bers from Oklahoma City, Houston, Corpus
Christi, San Antonio, Killeen, Fort Worth,

Austin, Tulsa and Dallas.

Upon their arrival at the auditorium, guests
were welcomed by the sweet sounds of the
Dallas Jazz Band and viewed an exhibition de-
tailing the SGI’s movement
for peace, culture and ed-
ucation, as well as the

new campus of

Soka Univer-

sity of Amer-
ica in Aliso
Viejo, Calif.

¥ .

“Hip-Hop Power Puff Girls,”
and a traditional Indian and
Japanese dance from the Dallas
young women. The San Anto-
nio members offered a tradi-
tional African song and dance
called “Aki Wo Wo,” and from
Corpus Christi, aspiring rapper
Steve Orgas had the crowd
moving with his song “The
Truth Is Supreme.”

Members from all over the re-
gion contributed to swing dance
performances, drum routines
and wonderful choral perfor-
mances, such as “Be True to Your
School” by the Houston Boys
and Girls Group, “Love Is the

Seventh Wave” by the
Oklahoma City
Chorus and “The
Tater Song” by the

Austin members.
The high-
light of
the fes-

tival was the youth. The young men per-
formed several energetic hip-hop and
Stomp-style dance routines that got the
crowd out of their seats. The young
women excited the audience with songs
and dances profiling “Wom
Through the Decades,” a history
of women in the 20th century.
The festival concluded with the
Sunset Chorus leading everyone in
singing Beethoven’s “Ode to Joy.”
Soroya Anderson, representing
the mayor’s office, presented a
proclamation naming Oct. 1 “SGI-
USA Day” in Dallas. She com-
mented that the “SGI-USA is actu-
ally accomplishing what many
organizations are trying to do. I
truly enjoyed this event.”
Mimi Ku-
biak,

@» young \
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women’s region leader,

The two-hour event
featured magnificent
performances such as
the Fort Worth young
women performing a hip-
hop dance as the

said: “Our goal of all the
members uniting to-
gether has been accom-
plished. I feel like I'm
walking on air!” wr
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