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Ren Zarnesky
brings happiness
to her family.
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gressman Ciro Rodriguez, which
will be entered in the Congres-
sional Record later this year.
Bexar County Family Court
Judge Peter Sakai and Bexar
County Commissioner Tommy
Adkisson spoke of the impor-
tance of nurturing our children as
the future leaders of society.

Mr. Zaitsu also expressed his
hope that the exhibition would be-
come “a significant milestone to
awaken people to the importance
of children’s rights.” He added that
“protecting children’s rights has
been a tradition of the SGI since the
time of first president Tsunesaburo
Makiguchi, the founder of our or-
ganization, who dedicated himself
to educating children, especially
those who were underprivileged.”
Mr. Zaitsu concluded by express-
ing his wish that the exhibition
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Dr. Maria Guajardo Lucero and Dr. Eric Hauber talk with SGI President Ikeda at the Nagano Training Center in August
about the future of America and the role education will play in it.

worthy of the greatest respect
possess? It is not titles or acad-
emic degrees. No, it is the
Law — the Mystic Law.

Nichiren Daishonin states,
“Since the Law is wonderful,
the person is worthy of respect”
(The Writings of Nichiren Dai-
shonin, p. 1097). This is a quin-
tessential teaching of Bud-
dhism. Therefore, the most
praiseworthy of all are those
who propagate the Mystic Law.

SGI President Ikeda: Wel-
come! Thank you all for com-
ing here from so far away! You
all look wonderful. I am so
happy to see you!

All: Thank you!

Ikeda:A millionaire is a person
who has money. A scholar is a
person who has learning. A
politician is a person who has
political power.

But what do those who are

No one can surpass them.
There is nothing great about

corrupt politicians or clergy. It
is ordinary people who em-
brace the Mystic Law who are
the true monarchs. That is why
I greet you all today with the

highest respect and veneration.

Mastery of foreign
languages will be important
in the 21st century.

Dr.Eric Hauber:Aug. 24 is the
anniversary of the day you started

would spur dialogue, thereby “ex-
panding the message of peace and
hope in the wonderful community

of San Antonio” and making the
ideals expressed in the exhibition
a reality.  WT

DISCUSSION WITH SGI-USA CULTURE DEPARTMENT MEMBERS

A New Sun Shines on America!

BY NICK MEYERS, BRANT MILLER
AND AKIRA MARTIN

SAN ANTONIO CORRESPONDENTS

The excited chatter and ex-
uberant laughter of chil-
dren filled the air Aug.

20 at the opening ceremony of
the SGI-USA sponsored exhi-
bition “Treasuring the Future:
Children’s Rights and Realities”
at the beautiful North Star Mall
in San Antonio, Texas.

Brightly colored costumes,
singing, dancing, poetry
recitals and magic tricks en-
chanted an enthusiastic audi-
ence both young and old. There
were multicultural perfor-
mances by, among others, the
San Antonio Independent
School District Mariachi Band
and the SGI-USA San Antonio

Chorus and Dancers, who per-
formed a Nigerian folk song.

Children’s Rights Exhibition
Coordinator Malina Moore ex-
plained that the exhibition was
created by the Youth Peace Com-
mittee of the SGI-USA in cele-
bration of the 50th anniversary of
the United Nations Children’s
Fund (UNICEF), reflecting the
philosophy of the Soka Gakkai’s
founders to respect the dignity of
all human life. “In order to do
that,” Malina said, “we have to
start with our children.”

SGI-USA Executive Advisor
Fred Zaitsu and San Antonio
Area Leader Roy Duggan ac-
cepted proclamations from the
City of San Antonio and County
of Bexar, a resolution from the
State of Texas and a letter to SGI
President Ikeda from U.S. Con-

SGI-USA Executive Advisor Fred Zaitsu (center) joins San Antonio City
Councilman Mario Salas (far left) and UNICEF Regional Manager Nicole
O’Neil (far right) in the ribbon-cutting ceremony.
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‘We will continue to make our way serenely
out into the world,’ SGI President Ikeda says.
‘Today, the Buddhism of the sun is beginning
to shine on America and the rest of the world.’

On Aug. 23–24, SGI President Ikeda met with representatives of the
SGI-USA Culture Department at the Nagano Training Center in
Karuizawa, Nagano Prefecture, Japan. The SGI leader shared his
hopes and expectations for the new Soka University of America, Aliso
Viejo campus and discoursed on such subjects as education, life and
Buddhism with the visiting members. Participants in this discussion
are: Dr. Eric Hauber, vice president of academic affairs at SUA, AV;
Dr. Maria Guajardo Lucero, director of Assets for Colorado Youth
and a trustee of the University of Denver; Michael Curtis, doctoral
candidate in energy technology policy and sustainable development
at George Mason University; and Professor Tadashige Takamura,
associate vice president of Soka University, Japan.

practicing the Daishonin’s Bud-
dhism. It is a great joy to meet you
on this meaningful occasion.

Ikeda: The honor is all mine.
Nothing could make me hap-

PLEASE SEE CULTURE DEPT., 4
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extraordinary in the ebb and
flow of the tide, the rising and
setting of the moon, and the way
in which summer, autumn, win-
ter, and spring give way to each
other. Something uncommon
also occurs when an ordinary
person attains Buddhahood. At
such a time, the three obstacles
and four devils will invariably
appear, and the wise will rejoice
while the foolish will retreat”
(The Writings of Nichiren Dai-
shonin, p. 637).

When we have defeated great
hindrances in Buddhist practice,
we can see that these devilish
functions have actually ap-
peared to help us become
stronger and attain Buddha-
hood. SGI President Ikeda thus
states: “The functions of both
the ‘devil’and the ‘Buddha’exist
within our lives. Ultimately, our
battle is with ourselves. Whether
in our Buddhist practice or in
activities in society, or whether
in historical, political or eco-
nomic developments, every-
thing essentially boils down to a
struggle between positive and
negative forces” (For Today and
Tomorrow, p. 281).

Buddhist practice thus boils
down to our ceaseless battle
with every possible destructive
function in life. The reward of
continual victory in this battle
is indeed awesome — the life of
Buddhahood.

BY TED MORINO
EDITOR IN CHIEF

When we carry out our
Buddhist practice sin-
cerely and power-

fully — when we are truly seri-
ous about attaining Buddhahood
in this lifetime — we must face
hindrance in the form of the
three obstacles and four devils.

Achieving something great
in any field of endeavor is no
easy task. Establishing Bud-
dhahood is even more difficult,
as this is the highest triumph a
human being can hope for. Bud-
dhahood is an ultimate victory
over our innermost weaknesses
and over fierce outer opposi-
tion that would misguide us in
Buddhist practice and send our
lives careening.

Buddhism also sheds light on
the dimension to which the
strongest destructive force in-
herent in the life of the universe
exerts itself to stop us at crucial
points in our Buddhist practice
from attaining Buddhahood in
this lifetime. In this respect,
Nichiren Daishonin states:
“There is definitely something
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Read the WT 
E-mail Express
It’s the Quickest Way 
To Get SGI President

Ikeda’s Guidance

The WT E-mail Express is
a free, weekly e-mailer for
World Tribune subscribers.
It features excerpts from
President Ikeda’s new
speeches, essays and dia-
logues, as well as pre-
views of other upcoming
World Tribune articles.

To subscribe to the WT 
E-mail Express, just follow
these three easy steps:
1) Open a new e-mail message

2) Enter to:

ListManager@sgi-usa.org

3) Enter message text (first

line): SUBSCRIBE wtexpress

You’ll receive a confirmation message
and then a new issue every week!

The Writings of Nichiren
Daishonin define the three ob-
stacles and four devils as fol-
lows: The three obstacles are:
1) the obstacle of earthly de-
sires; 2) the obstacle of karma;
and 3) the obstacle of retribu-
tion (also obstacles caused by
one’s superiors, such as rulers
or parents). The four devils are:
1) the hindrance of the five com-
ponents; 2) the hindrance of
earthly desires; 3) the hin-
drance of death (because un-
timely death obstructs one’s
practice of Buddhism, or be-
cause the premature death of
another practitioner causes
doubts); and 4) the hindrance of
the devil king. See The Writings
of Nichiren Daishonin, p. 1277.  

‘For all human beings
to advance joyfully
together in unity, free
of discrimination and
inequality—this is
the ideal that the
world and the times
are moving toward,’
SGI President Ikeda
says.

On Sept. 3, SGI Presi-
dent Ikeda attended
an executive confer-

ence with local leaders at the
Yamanashi Study and Train-
ing Center in Yamanashi Pre-
fecture, Japan. President
Ikeda commended the out-
standing growth achieved by
the Yamanashi members, who
commemorate 40 years of the
kosen-rufu movement in their
prefecture this fall.

“Who essentially are the
most respectworthy human
beings?” he asked. “It is not
the powerful. It is not the fa-
mous. The truly great and
wise are ordinary people who
spread the Mystic Law.

“People who are caught up
in vanities and look down on
others only end up alone and

SGI PRESIDENT IKEDA’S SEPT. 3 ENCOURAGEMENT

The Times Call 
for Equality

defeated. It is vital that we go
out among the people, forging
bonds of solidarity with them.

“For all human beings to
advance joyfully together in
unity, free of discrimination
and inequality — this is the
ideal that the world and the
times are moving toward.
Those who steadfastly walk
alongside the people can
savor lives of true victory.”

Speaking of the power of
the Mystic Law, President
Ikeda said: “We can trans-
form the place where we are
now into the Land of Eter-
nally Tranquil Light that has
existed for all time. This is
the power of the Mystic Law.
Let us steadily create an ever-
lasting foundation brimming
with good fortune in our
local areas.

“The Mystic Law is the
great law pervading all life
and the universe. When we
dedicate ourselves to the
struggle of kosen-rufu with-
out begrudging our lives, we
set out on the path to absolute
happiness. Everything be-
comes a seed of eternal hap-
piness that will without fail
bloom as wonderful fortune
and benefit in the future. This
is Buddhism. I hope you will
be convinced of this.”  WT

The Three Obstacles
and Four Devils

Leadership
Announcement

SGI-USA Vice YWD
Leader
MIKA IKEDA                      
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take destiny in my own hands.
It was either New York or Los
Angeles. My new life began
when my college friend, who
had just moved to L.A., told me
of a room available in the house
he was staying in. So L.A. is the
place! I was overjoyed as I
slowly began to realize that the
universe was supporting me in
altering my life course.

And thus enter the Gohon-
zon. I was introduced to
Nichiren Daishonin’s Bud-
dhism in early May ’99 by a fel-
low Twelve Step Program mem-
ber. At my first newcomers’
meeting, I felt an immediate
comfort with the happiness and
positive energy radiating from
the SGI-USA members in
Houston. Being gifted in lin-
guistics, I had no problem in
pronouncing the Chinese char-
acters from the Lotus Sutra. So
I, with much doubt, began
chanting Nam-myoho-renge-
kyo as I headed for my new life
in Los Angeles. 

Not long afterward, I met an-
other SGI member, seemingly
by chance, through a friend of
one of my roommates. Soon I
was attending SGI activities and
getting to know everyone. Of
course, I hadn’t fully made the
connection that the brunt of my
depression and sense of hope-
lessness was gone due not only
to my being in a wonderful new
city, but due largely to my won-
derful new Buddhist practice.

This proved even more true
when, in the winter of ’99, I
slacked off on my Buddhist
practice and then eventually
stopped altogether. I found that
old depression creeping back as
I continued my Twelve Step
meetings, plus weekly therapy,
plus medication. But fortu-
nately, a faithful friend and
practicing SGI-USA member
urged me to reinitiate my prac-
tice, and thus I began chanting
Nam-myoho-renge-kyo and
performing gongyo like never
before. And boy, what a differ-
ence that has made. 

Since March of this year, my
increased sincerity and faith in
this practice has brought about
the following benefits: Almost
total freedom of any depression,
shame, guilt or feeling hope-
less — and that’s without
Twelve Step meetings, therapy
or medication (not that I’m op-
posed to these forms of help). I
received the Gohonzon almost
exactly a year after I was intro-

SGI President Daisaku Ikeda
replies: “It is happiness. But
there are two kinds of happi-
ness — relative and absolute.
Relative happiness comes in a
wide variety of forms. But ab-
solute happiness is a state of
happiness that can never be de-
stroyed or defeated” (For Today
and Tomorrow, p. 354).

I realize that this truly is the
greatest benefit of this practice
that I have received thus far —
the attainment of true happi-
ness — which is in essence the
attainment of Buddhahood for
myself and others. I hope to
have encouraged the practice of
any new members and re-
freshed the faith of old. I am
grateful for each present mo-
ment that will lead to a glorious
future filled with absolutely
amazing, mind-blowing, mysti-
cal, unbelievable, gargantuan
benefits and most importantly:
indestructible happiness! WT

If you have any questions about
your subscription to the World
Tribune or Living Buddhism

magazine, please call 

1-800-835-4558

Michael Angelo
shares what he has
gained from 16
months of Buddhist
practice.

I
was born the first child of
a 16-year-old young
woman in Tuskegee, Ala.
My father’s presence in my

early years was sporadic at best.
I think The Temptations said it
best, “... Papa was a rollin’stone
... wherever he laid his hat was
his home.” So as a child, I was
often left alone and felt that the
physical and emotional un-
availability of my parents had
something to do with me. By
age 5, roots of deep fear of aban-
donment and rejection had been
firmly planted in my life.

I would say I was always a
“good” kid. I made good grades
in school (A’s and B’s), never
got into serious trouble and I
excelled both in academics and
the arts. I was fortunate to have
a grandmother who was very
supportive and encouraging to
me when it came to achieving
goals. So in 1990, I began a suc-
cessful college career at Al-
abama State University. I was
courageous enough to speak up
to my grandmother and refuse
a scholarship in biology to pur-
sue one in music education. Al-

though being a music teacher
was not really what I wanted, it
was closer to my true desire to
be a performer. 

My college years were bit-
tersweet because underneath all
of the artistic success also came
that dark hellish hole of aban-
donment and neediness that
was a part of my daily exis-
tence. I chose to medicate my
deep pain and confusion with
my drug of choice: unhealthy
codependent relationships and
lots of risky sexual escapades.
These forays into oblivion left
me in a seemingly hopeless
cycle of shame, guilt and un-
worthiness. 

For the next eight years of
my life, I would constantly be
seeking the validation and ap-
proval of my existence outside
of myself. This led me into er-
ratic attempts to cure myself
and reach some land of earthly
nirvana. I joined several South-
ern Christian cults, which led
me to almost quit school, lose
nearly 60 pounds from fasting
and isolate myself from my
friends and family. But the
proof of lasting happiness and
peace still evaded me.

In 1996, I was fortunate
enough to be introduced to a
Twelve Step Program for sexual
and emotional recovery. After
three years of intensive therapy
and self-affirmation and heal-

ing, I was once
again awak-
ened to the
dream that I
still held in my
heart. Even
though I had
been a music
teacher for
three years, I
was not pursu-
ing a full-time
career as an
e n t e r t a i n e r
due to the fear
and doubt that
pervaded my
life. 

So in Janu-
ary 1999, I had
f i n a l l y
reached a level
of Learning
and Realiza-
tion that if I
was going to
be a successful
artist, I had to
take action to
make it hap-
pen. I had to

NEW MEMBER’S EXPERIENCE — MICHAEL ANGELO, LOS ANGELES

It’s Just the Beginning

The bestselling booklet, “The
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duced to this practice on May 6.
I have gotten a small commer-
cial agent who has gotten me
background work with such
artists as N’Sync, Macy Gray
and Jagged Edge. I’ve also au-
ditioned for several national
commercials, most recently
Diet Coke. I recently moved into
a larger apartment for $40 less
a month than I previously paid.
My mother has offered to help
me with a past due car note. And
I recently was accepted for an
80-hour volunteer program to
become a member of SAG.

The list goes on and on. In 16
months of practice, I have had so
much proof — and I know this is
just the beginning. I chant daily
for continuing total freedom
from the lower worlds of Hell,
Hunger and Animality that are in
my life. And I am surrounded by
other wonderful practicing
members who encourage me to
never give up in my mission to
become one of the most prolific
and groundbreaking performing
artists for kosen-rufu in this new
millennium.

The question has been asked:
What is the purpose of life?

Photo by BUDDY ROSENBERG
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pier than meeting with all of you
today. It is exactly 53 years since
I embraced faith in the Daisho-
nin’s Buddhism.

Hauber: We plan to hold the
entrance ceremony for the first
class of students entering Soka
University of America, Aliso
Viejo on Aug. 24 of next year. I
am happy to report that we are
receiving many application in-
quiries. We set up an admissions
hotline, with a special ring tone,
so that we know when people
are calling about applying to the
school. We established a system
in which our staff can respond
individually to each student who
is interested in attending SUA.

Ikeda: What do you get the
most inquiries about? 

Hauber:The curriculum. SUA,
AV will emphasize language
education and international
studies. But we will encourage
our students to not only master
foreign languages but also ac-
quire a deep understanding of
that nation’s culture. In addition
to studying the language of her
or his choice, each student will
study that nation’s or region’s
history, way of life and thought.

In the third year of study,
each student will be required to
spend one semester as a foreign
student in a nation that uses that
language. We want the students
to have a chance to move be-
yond the abstract, conceptual
realm and have direct contact
with the daily life of other cul-
tures. We want to encourage
them to acquire a broader point
of view, to see the world from
the perspective of another cul-
ture. That, we believe, is ab-
solutely essential to educating
truly international people.

Ikeda: Languages give one the
wings to forge ties of friendship
with people around the world. A
mastery of foreign languages is
going to be more and more im-
portant in the 21st century.

Hauber: We want to carry out
the mission that you have out-
lined for SUA, AV as its
founder: to foster leaders of
ability and humanism, who can
make great contributions to the
world. An international person
must have a strong desire to be
of service to others and to work
for society, otherwise all his or
her study will be self-serving
and of no use to the world.

We want to nurture talented
people who will make genuine
contributions to society. We
want to produce a steady stream
of leaders who will lead the
world in the coming century.

This is the mission of SUA,
AV. We are doing everything we

can to create an educational en-
vironment that will produce
such leaders. We want to create
a university in which the found-
ing spirit is alive not only in the
curriculum but in the behavior
and minds of all our teaching
staff, because we believe that
spirit will inspire and encour-
age our students.

SUA will be a new fortress
for world peace.

Professor Tadashige Taka-
mura: In what respects do you
think American educators and
intellectuals have high expec-
tations for SUA, AV?

Hauber: It varies, but one per-
son made the observation that
because SUA, AV is a new uni-
versity, it is unfettered by pre-
conceived notions, ties and out-
dated traditions. As such, it can
seek the absolute best in educa-
tion without any restrictions.

SUA also has a clear educa-
tional philosophy and ideal, and
a profound founding spirit, this
person noted, expressing confi-
dence that this would enable it
to provide education that puts
the student first.

SUA, AV is a university for
the 21st century. It will realize
the kind of education that has
been the longed-for, yet un-
achieved, ideal of so many ed-
ucators. I strongly feel the huge
expectations that everyone has
for the university.

I am also proud that we are in
fact beginning to create one of
the best systems in the realm of
curriculum planning as well.

Ikeda: I am really looking for-
ward to the university’s open-
ing, and I am deeply apprecia-
tive of the outstanding efforts of
the entire staff.

SUA, AV will be a new
fortress for world peace. I pray
that the talented graduates who
leave its doors will go out into
the world to spread friendship
on this planet and exert them-
selves freely in all spheres of
endeavor for the happiness of
humankind. I hope that they
will be a shining light of hope
that illuminates the next cen-
tury and the next millennium.

There is nothing as
beautiful as the ties of
mentor and disciple.

Ikeda: Dr. Guajardo Lucero,
you are looking well! I will
never forget the honor bestowed
upon me by the University of
Denver in 1996.

Dr. Maria Guajardo Lucero:
The university trustees voted
unanimously to bestow an hon-
orary doctorate in education on
you, President Ikeda. At the
meeting at which it was decided,
Chancellor Daniel Ritchie re-

cited your many accomplish-
ments for all the trustees without
my having to explain anything.

Ikeda:I was deeply honored. The
chancellor treated me with such
warmth and sincerity. The mo-
ment I met him, I knew he was a
person of the highest caliber.
Please give him my best regards.

Guajardo Lucero: I most cer-
tainly will. Prior to that, you had
spoken with Dr. Vincent Harding
of our university. [Dr. Vincent
Harding, professor of religion
and social transformation at the
University of Denver, was a close
friend of Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. He met with President Ikeda
in January 1994 in Tokyo.]

I am collaborating with Dr.
Harding on a video he is mak-
ing about the mentor–disciple
spirit. He says he wants to pass
that spirit on to the next gener-
ation and is interviewing elders
in communities throughout the
United States who have fought
for social justice.

One of his questions is “Who
influenced you in continuing
your social activism?” He wants
to show the video to young peo-
ple to have them learn from out-
standing people, so that they are
given a great example of the im-
portance of relationships both
with mentors and teachers.

Ikeda: For a human being, there
is nothing more beautiful than
the ties of mentor and disciple.
There is nothing stronger. The
mentor–disciple relationship is
the heart of Buddhism.

But we must remember that a
mentor is not some higher being.
Mentor and disciple are com-
rades striving together in real life
to achieve a shared ideal.

Viewed from one perspec-
tive, Buddhism shows us how to
live our lives bravely challeng-
ing the daunting realities that
confront us. At the same time,
it expounds a way of life that is
natural and unforced, peace-
loving and unfettered by rigid

formality, brimming with warm
human sentiment, laughter,
tears and affection.

It teaches the unsurpassed
way of human existence — the
spirit to fight rigorously against
evil and injustice, to fight and
triumph unafraid of imprison-
ment or death. In short, Bud-
dhism is the most humane way
of life there is. And Buddhism
exists within the living reality
of society and daily life.
Dialogue is the essence of
religion.
Ikeda: Recently, Japan has
seen a series of instances where
youth have committed vicious,
brutal crimes. This is a grave
problem in many societies
around the world. Dr. Guajardo
Lucero, if I remember correctly,
you are the director of an insti-
tute that studies the educational
development of young people.

Guajardo Lucero: Yes. I am
the director of Assets for Col-
orado Youth. Juvenile crime is a
serious problem in the United
States as well. In Colorado,
where I live, a terrible school
shooting took place last year [at
Colombine High School, in Lit-
tleton, Colo.], in which 15 stu-
dents and teachers were killed.
Most people asked the question
“Why did this happen?” but we
asked instead, “How can we pre-
vent this from happening
again?” and took this as the
starting point of our activities.

The important thing is to
view children not as a problem
but as a resource, full of poten-
tial, and as society’s assets.

We encouraged adults to meet
and develop connections with
youth. Through this process of
involvement and dialogue, chil-
dren can begin to change and
have hope for the future again.

Ikeda: That is very important.
What you are doing is truly com-
mendable. Dialogue — talking
with others heart-to-heart — is
so important. “In the beginning
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there was the Word,” as the Bible
says. Or as the Daishonin tells us,
“The voice does the Buddha’s
work” (Gosho Zenshu, p. 708).

The process of overcoming
hardships and making harmo-
nious progress starts with dis-
cussion. Dialogue is the essence
of religion. It is a life-to-life ex-
change, a source of life-to-life
inspiration.

Guajardo Lucero: I used to be
involved in a community project,
where I was working with ele-
mentary schools with many poor
students. We do not really have
the custom of teachers visiting
children’s homes in the United
States, but we proposed that
teachers visit every child’s home.

At one school where the
teachers tried this, the children
reacted very positively — far
more so than we had antici-
pated. Since then, teachers and
parents have remained in close
communication, and we have
also started an English class,
staffed by volunteers, for Mex-
ican-American parents who do
not speak English.

As the parents came to know
more about their children’s
school, and the teachers came
to know their students’ family
lives, the students began to
work harder at school. After we
put our home visit program into
effect, the grades of the students
went up. The school became
one of the top elementary
schools in Denver.

Ikeda: That is wonderful!

Guajardo Lucero: I was born
into a poor Mexican farming
family. But I have lived my life
with the conviction that we can
each bring forth unlimited po-
tential through education.

I had a hard time when I was
studying at Harvard. I gradu-
ated with honors, and I wanted
my mother to see the graduation
ceremony. But by the time my
last class ended, I did not even
have enough money to pay the
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course, I am not saying that be-
coming president will necessar-
ily make you happy!

At any rate, the important
thing is to earnestly chant for
what you want in your real,
everyday life. Please also try to
do your best in SGI activities.
The SGI is an organization that
champions justice and works
for good. It is an organization
that fights for people’s happi-
ness and for the sake of the Law.

Other than that, please act
with honesty and integrity in
your personal life — in your job,
your family, your friendships.
Please advance confidently,
honorably and cheerfully, mak-
ing steady efforts to improve and
grow and achieve your dreams.

Curtis: Thank you.

Nichiren Daishonin’s
Buddhism is the Buddhism
of inconspicuous benefits.

Ikeda: The benefits received
by practitioners of the Mystic
Law in the Latter Day of the
Law are called inconspicuous
benefits. Inconspicuous bene-
fits pile up quietly, like snow
gradually accumulating.

Shakyamuni’s Buddhism, in
contrast, was a Buddhism of
conspicuous benefits. These are
benefits that are clearly visible
and recognizable. The people
during Shakyamuni’s lifetime
were pure-hearted and good,
and the benefits of their faith
were manifested immediately.

But in the Latter Day of the
Law, most benefits are incon-
spicuous benefits. The Daisho-
nin’s Buddhism is the Buddhism
of inconspicuous benefits.

Some may think that con-
spicuous benefits are preferable,
but if benefits appear immedi-
ately, you tend to grow compla-
cent and arrogant. You may not
be able to experience the great
depth and breadth of life.

Buddhism is the law that gov-
erns all things in the universe.
We must be confident of this and
wholeheartedly chant daimoku.

Moreover, the daimoku that
we chant for others ultimately
returns to us. Daimoku bene-
fits both ourselves and those we
chant for. Benefit is received by
all parties and, in this way,
grows exponentially.

To take this even further, the
“daimoku savings account”
into which we make regular de-
posits each day through chant-
ing reveals its worth at crucial
moments in our life. In our final
years, we will be able to declare
with deep feeling: “I have truly
achieved a life pervaded by
eternity, happiness, true self
and purity!” “What a wonderful
state of being I have attained!”
Buddhism, as the sutras and the
Daishonin’s writings teach, as-

sures us of such triumph.
A way of life that accords

with the Daishonin’s Buddhism,
a life dedicated to fulfilling
one’s personal mission — this is
what Soka Gakkai presidents
Tsunesaburo Makiguchi and
Josei Toda taught us.

Please do not worry. No
matter what happens, chant
daimoku, and never leave the
SGI. In faith, there is no spe-
cial technique you have to mas-
ter or special form you have to
strive for in order to attain en-
lightenment.

You can build an eternal
palace of happiness within the
depths of your life, just as you
are. This is the Buddhist teach-
ing that the lives of ordinary
people and the supreme state of
Buddhahood are one. You can
attain Buddhahood in your pre-
sent form. You, as you are right
now, possess the state of Bud-
dhahood within. This is called
the Buddha of the true aspect of
all phenomena. Please be con-
fident that the life-state, the
power and the good fortune of
the Buddha will quite naturally
come to manifest in your life.

The SGI must never
succumb to authoritarianism
and bureaucracy.

Guajardo Lucero: All the
SGI-USA members are ad-
vancing with optimism and
hope. We have a perfect combi-
nation in General Director
Danny Nagashima, who is pas-
sionate, and Women’s Leader
Matilda Buck, who is very nat-
ural. With their leadership and
the poem you wrote us, I feel
that a bright new future is open-
ing up for SGI-USA.

Ikeda: Really? That is wonder-
ful to hear. Nothing gives me
greater joy than knowing that
everyone is happy and working
joyfully for kosen-rufu. I have
great hopes for both Danny Na-
gashima and Matilda Buck.

An organization hinges on its
leaders. That is why people in
leadership positions have a
tremendous responsibility. At
the same time, the higher their
position, the graver their offense
and subsequent retribution
should they betray their fellow
members or discard their faith.

During World War II, the Soka
Gakkai in Japan was harshly sup-
pressed by the militarist author-
ities. Mr. Makiguchi, Mr. Toda
and 19 other leaders were im-
prisoned. Of them all, the only
two not to abandon their faith
were Mr. Makiguchi, who died in
prison, and Mr. Toda. This is an
undeniable historical fact.

Mr. Toda emerged from his
ordeal in prison to rebuild the
Soka Gakkai after the war. At
that time, too, people of high

leadership positions in the or-
ganization betrayed him. Also,
during the time of both the Dai-
shonin and his successor, Nikko
Shonin, many direct disci-
ples — the top leaders of those
days — forsook their faith.

We must not tolerate corrupt
people, even if they are leaders.
We cannot experience truly pro-
found benefit unless we fight
against evil. The Daishonin de-
fined benefit (Jpn kudoku) as
follows: “The ku [of kudoku]
means to extinguish evil, and
doku means to bring forth
good” (Gosho Zenshu, p. 762).

By refuting evil, we expiate
our own past offenses and im-
purities, and bring forth a pure,
unsullied state of life brimming
with good fortune and benefit.
This is the meaning of benefit.

No one is superior or inferior
in Buddhism — we are all
equal. No one is more impor-
tant than anyone else. Worthy
of greatest respect is the person
who has a strong, pure faith in
the Mystic Law.

We must not succumb to au-
thoritarianism and bureaucracy.
Our organization is solely a
means for enabling people to
become happy. The SGI is ab-
solutely committed to equality
and humanism.

Hauber: Every time I meet
you, President Ikeda, I make
new progress. I feel so inspired.

Ikeda: The world of the SGI is
a world of heart-to-heart dia-
logue, of life-to-life bonds be-
tween comrades.

There are countless living
beings on Earth and in the uni-
verse. How can we live together
in peace and harmony? How
can we build a paradise, a
utopia for all?

The attempt to answer these
questions is one of the starting
points of religion. Here, we also
find the fundamental meaning
of religion. Ultimately, it can be
said that neither science nor
economics nor politics has an-
swered these questions clearly.

There have been many reli-
gions throughout human his-
tory. The founders of all great
religions — the Buddha, Christ,
Muhammad and so forth —

were people of deep wisdom,
outstanding leaders who wanted
to bring happiness to humanity.
But as time passed, the spirit of
these founders was lost, and
their religions lapsed in formal-
ity, degenerating into a means
for the clergy to make money
and subjugate believers to their
authority and manipulation.

This might be described as
the inevitable destiny of reli-
gion. The same thing happened
to the Nikken sect. But we must
absolutely never ever allow this
to happen to the SGI. This is
my most fervent wish.

That is why I say over and over
again: “Let us return to the time
of Shakyamuni! Let us return to
the time of the Daishonin!”

The SGI is the only organiza-
tion in the present age that goes
out among the people in accord
with the Daishonin’s spirit.

Persecution is a sign that a re-
ligion is alive. Because we are
an organization dedicated to
truth and justice, we are buf-
feted by strong winds. These
are all trials that will help us
create a pure stream of faith that
will flow forever.

We will continue to make our
way serenely out into the world.
Today, the Buddhism of the sun
is beginning to shine on Amer-
ica and the rest of the world.

Other SGI-USA Culture De-
partment representatives who
attended the training course at
Karuizawa included: Mr.
Masao Yokota, president of the
SGI-affiliated Boston Research
Center for the 21st Century; Dr.
Takao Kato, professor of eco-
nomics and chairperson of the
Economics Department at Col-
gate University, New York; Dr.
Donna Fabian, research assis-
tant at the genetics lab at Emory
University; Dr. Alison Hirsch,
independent historian; Dr.
Lynne Miller, associate profes-
sor and chairperson of the De-
partment of Elementary Edu-
cation, Florida International
University; Dr. Patricia Walker,
international economic policy
analyst; and Dr. Karen Lewis,
professor of economics at the
Wharton School of Business at
the University of Pennsylvania.

rent for my apartment. And
even though I had graduated, I
could not afford to attend the
ceremony myself, much less
bring my mother to see it.

That is why each time I have
received an award from SGI or
SUA, I say to myself, “This is my
graduation ceremony.” I have
been lucky to graduate several
times. Thank you so very much!

Never detach yourself from
the SGI organization.

Michael Curtis: I participated
in the SGI-USA Culture De-
partment training course in
Japan in 1991, and it proved to
be an important turning point
for my life. Over the last nine
years, I have worked hard to ac-
tualize the determinations I
made at that time. But it took
me a long time to make my ef-
forts bear fruit.

How one can advance on the
right path and fulfill one’s mission
without any wasted effort? I want
to devote my life to realizing the
American ideal that you, Presi-
dent Ikeda, articulated for us in the
new poem that you presented to us
in the United States, “Soar — Into
the Vast Skies of Freedom! Into
the New Century!” 

Ikeda: Thank you very much.
The bottom line, essentially, is
never to detach yourself from
the SGI organization.

No matter what kinds of
leaders or members you may
encounter there, it is important
that you do activities in the or-
ganization throughout your life.
Why? Because the core of the
Daishonin’s Buddhism is
kosen-rufu. And faith that is
dedicated to realizing kosen-
rufu is found only in the SGI.

The reason for your partici-
pating in training courses such
as these is to build a self dedi-
cated to kosen-rufu. Herein lies
correct faith and correct action.

Chant to the Gohonzon for
whatever it is that you want
most.

Ikeda: In addition, the impor-
tant thing is to chant to the Go-
honzon for whatever it is that
you want most. The Daishonin
described his own spirit to prop-
agate the Mystic Law as having
“the same compassion as a
mother who urges her child to
drink from her breast” (Gosho
Zenshu, p. 585). Thus, you
should chant to the Gohonzon
honestly with whatever is in your
heart, free of all pretension, just
like a child entreating a parent.

You can chant for anything
you like. If you want, you can
chant to be wealthy, or you can
even chant to be president of
your country! All of your prayers
will be answered. And they also
carry on into future lifetimes. Of
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AS TOLD TO JUDY HYMAN

Ren Zarnesky brings
happiness to her
family through her
Buddhist practice.

In the mid-1950s, I lived in
Saigon with my husband and
our six children. My hus-

band, though Vietnamese, spoke
fluent French and worked as a
translator for the French govern-
ment. We owned our home and
had a good life. Then, the French
left Saigon and the communists
came in. Soon after, communists
came to our home in the night
and took my husband away. I
never saw him again. Friends
told me later that the commu-
nists had shot him and thrown his
body into the river.

Our house was taken over by
communists, and the children
and I were turned out with only
a few personal possessions. I was
quite young and had no work ex-
perience, so I took in sewing to
support my family. Though I
worked hard, life was still very
difficult. Two of my children
died due to unknown causes.

A neighbor, who was mar-
ried to an American, told me
her husband’s best friend (also
an American) was looking for a
housekeeper. She brought this
handsome American to visit me
and he offered me a job. I did
not speak English, nor did he
speak Vietnamese, but we com-
municated through my Viet-
namese friend and her husband.
I was to be a live-in house-
keeper, but of course, there was
no place for my children. My
aunt, however, agreed to take
care of the children and I ac-
cepted the job. 

The American paid me well
and I was able to see that my
children did not starve. After
working a year as his house-
keeper, this American asked if
I would become his girlfriend. 

To his credit, he didn’t try to
deceive me that he intended
marriage. He was a young man,
younger than I. He had had
many girlfriends, but had never
married and said frankly that he
found most women to be after
his money. Besides, I had too
many children. 

After some hesitation, I de-
cided to talk it over with my
aunt. She pointed out that he
had rescued me and my chil-

dren from a life of poverty, pro-
tected me and made it possible
for me to protect my children.
Obviously I wasn’t able to take
care of them alone, and with my
husband gone, there was no one
left to look after us. So, she
wondered, what choice did I
have? Her advice was to “close
my eyes and make him happy.”

The American and I were
lovers for three years, during
which time I became pregnant.

While I was pregnant, he was
transferred back to America.
He asked me to wait for him,
but still refused to make any
commitment of marriage.
However, after discussing the
situation with his mother, he
soon returned to Vietnam and
we were married. We moved to
America with our newborn
baby, leaving my other children
with my aunt in Saigon. 

Our marriage seemed to go
well for a time. After the Vietnam
War ended, my husband allowed
me to go back and bring my three
youngest Vietnamese children to
the United States. My oldest son,
then 17, had left my aunt’s home
and we were unable to contact
him. Later we learned the com-
munists had imprisoned him be-
cause his mother had married an
American.

After I returned to America
with my Vietnamese children,
my husband’s attitude changed
dramatically. He seemed angry
with the children and began to
discipline them immediately.
He expected them to come
straight home from school, stay
in their room and do their
homework. If they disobeyed
him in the slightest way, he dis-
ciplined them in a way I thought
was unreasonably strict and
harsh. We argued constantly.
All my hopes and dreams of
having a happy family life
seemed to dissipate.

I cried all the time. I thought
of leaving him, but I had no
place to go. I even thought of
killing myself, but if I did that,
who would take care of the chil-
dren? I stayed on and did my
best to please him, but I was
miserable. Not long after, he
took a job in the Middle East,
and my children and I were
alone again. My husband sent
money back to us, so we were
not in danger of starving, but I
was lonely and frightened with-
out him. He came home for a
month only once a year but each
time, we argued and he seemed

relieved to go back to his job. 
Around that time, I enrolled

in a class to learn English as a
Second Language. One of my
classmates was a member of the
SGI-USA. She taught me how
to chant Nam-myoho-renge-
kyo and told me I could over-
come all my problems and be-
come happy if I practiced
Nichiren Daishonin’s Bud-
dhism. Although my family had
practiced Vietnamese Bud-
dhism, I was glad to try any-
thing that might relieve my suf-
fering. I began chanting, trying
to learn gongyo and going to
Buddhist meetings as often as
possible. My friend told me to
keep chanting even if I didn’t
understand, and on Jan. 4, 1981,
I received the Gohonzon. 

As I did my best to practice
faithfully, chanting daily to the
Gohonzon, a subtle change
began to take place in my think-
ing. For the first time, I began
seeing things from my husband’s
perspective. He was young, had
never been married and not been
around children much until our
own marriage. I realized he must
have found the sudden acquisi-
tion of such a big family confus-
ing and trying. I began chanting
to understand him better, and to
be more helpful instead of criti-
cizing so much. Instead of argu-
ing with him when he chastised
the children, I began encourag-
ing them to appreciate him and
to respect his wishes. I showed

my own appreciation by telling
my husband how happy he made
me by bringing my three chil-
dren to America and giving them
a good home. I realized how for-
tunate I was to have a husband
who was a good provider as well
as faithful. He wasn’t perfect, but
as my attitude changed, his be-
havior began to change, too.

On his visits home from the
Middle East, my husband began
spending more time with the
children, and really seemed to
care about them. When my
youngest son entered high
school, my husband saw to it
that he had a car to drive. He
seemed genuinely interested in
seeing that all the children’s
needs were met so they could
enjoy life and do well in school.
He began to treat me with more
respect and kindness, too. As I
practiced steadily, our family
situation thrived.

After several years, my hus-
band took a job at Holloman
Air force Base, near our home
in Almogordo, N.M., and
moved back in with us. We were
a family again at last.

My husband continues to be
a good husband and father. He
allows me to visit my family in
Vietnam often, he brings me
flowers, supports my Buddhist
practice and doesn’t even com-
plain about eating leftovers any
more. Now, he makes me happy.

All our children have fin-
ished high school, and two

graduated from college. They
all have good jobs and good
marriages. Best of all, my Viet-
namese children love their step-
father. My youngest son said to
me recently: “Daddy taught me
how to write, how to fix my car,
how to manage money and how
to be a good citizen. At first I
thought he was bad, but now, I
love him. Thank you, Mama,
for giving me Daddy.”

My oldest son, imprisoned
by the communists for 10 years,
was released several years ago.
Last year, under the sponsor-
ship of his younger siblings, he
was able to bring his wife and
daughter to America. Thanks to
chanting Nam-myo-renge-kyo,
my dream of having a happy
family has come true.

I thank my friend who intro-
duced me to this Buddhism. I
thank my Alamogordo Buddhist
family who encouraged me and
helped me practice, and I thank
all the members of the SGI-
USA for enabling me to develop
and strengthen my faith in the
Gohonzon. Through practicing
this Buddhism, I have changed
my life completely, and I will be
forever grateful.  WT
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Forever Grateful

Ren Zarnesky realizes her dream of having a happy family.
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baby. I found two wonderful
midwives in Tennessee. Not
only were they experienced, they
were so humanistic, and I looked
forward to my appointments
with them. Salina and I would go
to the appointments and the mid-
wives would get Salina involved
in helping to take my blood pres-
sure and listening to the baby’s
heartbeat. The appointments
were special to Salina and she
felt a connection to this baby. In
addition, all the tests I took
showed that the baby was fine. I
felt that I could deal with the
nausea, fatigue and insomnia, as
long as the baby was fine.

On Thursday, March 19, I felt
very strange, and I noticed that
I hadn’t felt the baby move all
day. When I contacted my mid-
wife that evening, she was very
concerned and told me that a
baby that doesn’t move at six
months might not be alive.
Well, I simply did not believe
that because I was six months
pregnant, and because I was
chanting for a healthy baby.
Even so, my husband and I
rushed to her office, an hour’s
drive away. I performed morn-
ing prayers before I left and
chanted all the way there. 

The midwife spent several
minutes looking for a heartbeat
but found none. As I lay there lis-
tening to that silence, I felt as if
my life was being swallowed by
some strange darkness. After six
months of hell, this could not be
happening to me. Once a doctor
confirmed my midwife’s diag-
nosis, Bruce, Salina and I re-
turned home to decide whether I
would wait for the onset of labor
or be induced. At six months
pregnancy, I would have to go
through a full labor and delivery.

I didn’t sleep that night, and
as the sun rose on Friday morn-
ing, for the first time in my 13
years of practicing Nichiren
Daishonin’s Buddhism, I could
not find any reason to do gongyo
and chant. As I lay there crying,
I wondered: “Why, why should
I chant? What was the purpose?” 

My husband did gongyo and
chanted for a long time, then
came downstairs and read to me
the following passage from SGI
President Ikeda: “Life is eternal.
Suppose a person dies in pain and
suffering. Even after death, that
person’s life may remain in a state
of suffering. It might be likened
to someone moaning in his or her
sleep due to a nightmare.

“If you chant daimoku with
that deceased person in mind,

Thea Matthews finds
joy after the stillbirth
of her daughter Jovita.

Thea Matthews wrote this ex-
perience when she lived in
Bowling Green, Ky. Recently,
Thea and her family moved to
Michigan.

In July 1997, my husband,
Bruce, my daughter, Salina,
and I moved from Columbus,

Ohio, to Bowling Green, Ky.
Bruce had just finished his engi-
neering degree and had gotten a
job there. After moving into a
new house in October, I discov-
ered that I was pregnant. With all
the changes that had just occurred
in our lives, we were a little
shocked but excited at the same
time. I really wanted a second
child and was looking forward to
a new addition to our family.

My f irst pregnancy was
pretty difficult, and I had hoped
that this one would not be so
hard, but it was much more dif-
ficult. For the first month, I was
sick with a viral infection that I
could not get over. Finally, I
overcame the infection, but 24
hours of nausea and fatigue set
in. Then nine weeks into the
pregnancy, I started bleeding.
Not knowing whether I was
threatened with a miscarriage,
I was advised to seek bed rest.
Nausea, fatigue and bed rest
can make it really difficult to
unpack and organize a house
and care for a very energetic 4-
year-old. The bleeding finally
stopped after three weeks, and
an ultrasound showed that the
fetus was fine. Bruce and I were
so relieved.

I still felt so miserable. At
four months, I began to suffer
from chronic insomnia on top of
the nausea and fatigue. For the
next two months, I would get
two or three hours of sleep a
night. I didn’t know sometimes
how I would get through a day.
At times, I found it too much to
sit up and do gongyo and would
lay on the couch and do it. But I
chanted morning and evening
because I knew that this is how
I would get through the day, and
because I wanted to have a
happy, healthy baby.

Despite my miserable physi-
cal condition, there were some
very positive things going on in
the pregnancy. I didn’t like my
first doctor with Salina’s birth
and was chanting to find some-
one I liked to help to deliver this

you can remove the suffering
from his or her agonized life and
impart ease and joy through the
rejuvenating and illuminating
power of Nam-myoho-renge-
kyo. And since chanting is that
powerful, there is no way that
your daimoku cannot help move
in the direction of happiness the
lives of you parents and friends
who are still with you. Though
it might be difficult to appreci-
ate at first, the mud of our suf-
fering provides the building ma-
terial from which we can erect
a solid bulwark for our palace of
happiness within. The deeper
the mire of suffering, the more
indomitable a palace we can es-
tablish” (Discussions on Youth,
vol. 2, pp. 201–02).

As he read this guidance,
something stirred in my heart.
Through all the pain I was feel-
ing, I realized that I needed to
chant for this child I had lost. I
managed to get myself out of
bed to do so.

Throughout the next several
days, I experienced the power
of my practice helping me
through this difficult experi-
ence. People in my life sur-
rounded me with love and sup-
port. Friends I had recently
made in Bowling Green helped
care for Salina, brought food
and offered comfort and infor-
mation about how to get
through this experience. Two of
my sisters, one of whom I had
not been getting along with,
drove several hours to see me.
My mother and father drove
down and stayed with me
through the whole ordeal. My
mom does not chant, but she
sat with me many times as I did.
She spent many hours holding
me in her arms as I wept un-
controllable tears. My father,
who normally tells you exactly
what he thinks, never said any-
thing about any of our decisions
concerning the birth and waited
patiently through everything. I
never realized how lucky I am
to have the parents I have.

Even people I did not know
reached out to me. Bruce and I
realized we had to plan a fu-
neral. We had no idea how to do
it, and in my state of mind, I just
didn’t know where to begin. A
woman, Joy, from Nashville,
had heard about our situation
from our midwife. She, too, had
lost a child soon after she gave
birth, so she understood the an-
guish I was going through.
Without us asking, she had
made several long-distance

Ky., and since moving there,
Bruce and I had been chanting
about and trying to find ways to
introduce this Buddhism to oth-
ers. We had not been very suc-
cessful. With SGI-USA mem-
bers far away, the only people
who could attend the service
were our friends in Bowling
Green. On the day of the memo-
rial service, all my friends were
there and they all got to hear
Nam-myoho-renge-kyo and see
the Gohonzon. Jovita, in her
short 6-month life was able to
introduce Buddhism to more
than 11 people. If Jovita had
lived to full term, which 50 per-
cent of babies with this defor-
mity do, the shock of expecting
to deliver a healthy baby but de-
livering one with anencephaly,
(a congenital absence of a brain
or severely deformed one),
would have been far more
painful for us. Had I miscarried
her, I never would have had the
opportunity to share this Bud-
dhism with others. If Jovita had
to die, she died at the best time
to do the most good.

In “The Three Kinds of Trea-
sures,” Nichiren Daishonin
says: “It is rare to be born a
human being. ... Life as a
human being is hard to sustain
... But it is better to live a single
day with honor than to live to
120 and die in disgrace. ... More
valuable than treasures in a
storehouse are the treasures of
the body, and the treasures of
the heart are the most valuable
of all” (The Writings of
Nichiren Daishonin, p. 851). 

Jovita only lived 27 weeks, but
her life was so purposeful and
powerful. Because of her, I could
share this Buddhism with oth-
ers, I could see the great power
of this practice in our lives and I
could see all the love I have in my
life. While I still grieve for the
loss of Jovita, I feel so fortunate
to have had her in our lives.  WT

phone calls and found out where
and how to have the baby cre-
mated. She arranged everything
for us. I felt so fortunate to have
this woman come into my life.

The doctor and staff at the
hospital where I delivered my
baby were incredible. I went to
a small 36-bed hospital in
Carthage, Tenn., and I have
never met nurses and doctors
who were more humanistic and
compassionate. They were
human beings before they were
medical professionals. The doc-
tor held my hand when I cried.
She encouraged me when she
saw I was in pain and afraid.
The labor was taking longer
than expected and one of the
nurses had her husband bring a
video from home for my daugh-
ter to watch. Whatever I needed,
they were there to help. I felt so
fortunate to go through this ex-
perience at that hospital.

Shortly after midnight the
baby was born. She was a girl,
and she had died because she had
developed severe deformities.
We named her Jovita, which
means joyous. With the help of
my midwives and doctor, I sum-
moned the courage to hold Jovita,
and in the morning, my parents
and Salina held her as well.

We returned to Bowling Green
with the baby. Before taking her
to be cremated, Bruce, Salina, my
mother and I did chanted for her.
During that time, I realized how
protected I was by my Buddhist
practice. I realized in a very pro-
found way that this was our
karma and because of my prac-
tice, the universe had reached out
to us and at every step of the way
had helped us through this
trauma. Through my pain, I could
feel the awesome power of prac-
ticing this Buddhism.

I think the most important
benefit came with the memor-
ial service. There are no other
members in Bowling Green,

Thea Matthews with her husband, Bruce, and daughter, Salina, 4.

EXPERIENCE — THEA MATTHEWS, ROYAL OAK, MICH.

Joy After Grieving



BY GEORGE UTTING
ANNANDALE, VA., CORRESPONDENT

What do you get when you
combine 27 boys and
girls with 23 young men

and women, together with parents
and other adults, bring them to-
gether for two days, add water and
sun, and mellow them over a camp-
fire? In a word—fun. As one young
woman put it, “I’m just having
complete fun. Nothing’s negative
and I’m not feeling stressed out.
Even the parents are having fun.”

They came together from all
over the recently formed Vir-
ginia/Carolina Region for a Boys
and Girls and Youth Family Camp
June 16–18 at the 4-H Educational
Center in Jamestown, Va., to sleep
(maybe) in cabins, and join together
in an intimate family festival and
encouragement in faith. The motto
of the 4-H Club is “Head, Heart,
Hands and Health,” which seemed
to coincide neatly with the theme
for the event, “Raising the Next
Generation of Disciples.”

On Saturday, everyone was di-
vided into four teams for activities
that included fishing with a seine
net in the James river, a teamwork
exercise with ropes, water polo
and swimming in the pool, and a
name game, where each person
had to guess the name taped on
their back. The names ranged
from Nichiren Daishonin and the
presidents of the Soka Gakkai to
Barney the Dinosaur. 

A 4-H camp counselor noted the
uniqueness of the group, and was

particularly impressed by the eth-
nic diversity. Another counselor ob-
served that “this was a really great
group that worked together, and
they all got so excited when they got
through [the ropes]. The teamwork
was wonderful.” More swimming,
tie dyeing, an outstanding game of
soccer and a bonfire, complete with
s’mores, musical entertainment
and ghost stories, topped off a
rather full Saturday.

The outing closed, on Sunday,
with outpourings of shared senti-
ments from the young partici-

pants, such as “I didn’t know I was
going to have so much fun,” and
“I didn’t want to come here but
I’m glad I did, and I hope to see
everyone again next year.” 

The parents at the event were
reminded of the importance of
the Boys and Girls group, not
only for the children, but for all of
us, by bringing us together in such
a relaxed, family atmosphere. For
many of us, this weekend will in-
spire us to reflect even more how
to connect the next generation to
the SGI and President Ikeda. WT
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them to the SUA office for a
personal tour of the campus,
so that they can understand the
level of preparation and com-
mitment that has gone into
making the SUA, Aliso Viejo
campus so outstanding. Have
them meet our new faculty
and catch the excitement and
enthusiasm they have for
mentoring students. SUA will
be hosting a Family Tour Day

on Oct. 7, 2000, from 9:00
a.m. to 4:00 p.m.— and every-
one is welcome!

If you cannot make the trip,
have them look at the SUA
Web page at www.soka.edu
and check out the faculty and
their impressive credentials.

The most common reaction
we get from adults touring the
Aliso Viejo campus is a heart-
felt “It makes me want to
come back to college!”

Question:
How should we describe

SUA, Aliso Viejo to others?
Answer:

SUA is a new private, non-
profit liberal arts college lo-
cated in Southern California
about halfway between Los An-
geles and San Diego. It is
founded on the Buddhist prin-
ciples of peace, human rights

Send in your own questions,
and we’ll share the answers!

Question:
How do I, as a parent, han-

dle doubt or criticism about
sending my child to Soka Uni-
versity of America, Aliso Viejo
from our extended family, our
own non-member relatives?
Answer:

The best way is to bring

Q & A
W I T H

S U A

and the sanctity of life. It offers:

• 9:1 student/faculty ratio
(5:1 the first year)

• Eastern and Western per-
spectives taught across the lib-
eral arts curriculum 

• Every student studies a
foreign language

• Every student does an in-
ternational internship in the
junior year

• Non-sectarian curriculum
• Open to students of all na-

tionalities and beliefs

If you have questions of any
kind about SUA, please
send them to SUA at either
admission@soka.edu or
info@soka.edu. We will use
this World Tribune column
to share our answer with
others who might have the
same questions.

A L I S O V I E J O C A M P U S

Photo by GEORGE UTTING

Participants enjoy an ‘icebreaker’ activity at the Virginia/Carolina Region
Family Camp in Jamestown, Va.

Pubs99 CD-ROM
All 1999 World Tribune and Living
Buddhism issues in searchable format. 

$25.00, M/O #: 4511

The Untold History 
of the Fuji School

By the SGI-USA Study Department 
Gain new insight into the current
problems within Nichiren Shoshu.

Paperback, $9.95, M/0 #: 4102

The Wisdom of the Lotus
Sutra: A Discussion, Volume I

Daisaku Ikeda, Katsuji Saito, 
Takanori Endo, Haruo Suda
In clear, down-to-earth terms,

this book explores the profound
meaning of the Lotus Sutra.

Paperback, $9.95, M/O #: 4281

Faith into Action
Daisaku Ikeda

Guidance by subject. A
great reference.

Paperback, $12.95,
M/O #: 4135

A Youthful Diary
Daisaku Ikeda

Youthful inspiration 
for all of us. 

Hardcover, $23.95, 
M/O #: 4101

Available at all 
SGI-USA bookstores

Or purchase your copies
via mail order:

1-800-626-1313;
sgiusamoc@aol.com

Virginia/Carolina Families Enjoy Camp-Out



In April, a major obstacle hit
the Soka Gakkai organiza-
tion in Taiwan. Taipei Chap-

ter Leader Zhu Qianxun was or-
dered to appear at the Taiwan
Garrison General Headquar-
ters, which was responsible for
national security under martial
law, the morning of April 3.

As he left the house, his wife
asked a worried look: “Will you
be all right? Will they let you
come home?”

Her father had been arrested
as a “thought criminal” by the
Japanese military during the
war and spent three years in
prison. [Japan’s Peace Preser-
vation Law of 1925 and later
amendments provided for the
surveillance and arrest of those
suspected of “thought crimes,”
which included holding ideas
that differed from the defined
ideology of the state.] Thinking
of this made her all the more
concerned.

“Don’t worry,” Zhu said re-
assuringly. “Neither the Soka
Gakkai nor I have done any-
thing wrong. In fact, this is an
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excellent opportunity to impart
a correct understanding of the
Soka Gakkai to the authorities.”

At the GGH, the interroga-
tion began. The investigating
officers grilled Zhu in great de-
tail about the organization in
Taiwan, its activities, its mem-
bership, its relationship with
the Soka Gakkai in Japan and
the doctrines it upheld. Zhu an-
swered each question fully and
honestly. He had absolutely
nothing to hide.

The questioning continued
late into the night, but they still
weren’t finished. Zhu had to stay
overnight. When the interroga-
tion finally ended the next day,
one of the investigating officers
said: “We have come to the con-
clusion that the Soka Gakkai is
an illegal organization. You’d
better prepare yourself for being
ordered to disband.”

Even though Taiwan’s con-
stitution guaranteed the free-
dom of religion, assembly and
association, according to the
State of Emergency Civic Or-
ganizations Law in effect under

martial law, all civic
organizations had to
apply to the govern-
ment for off icial
recognition and per-
mission to carry out
their activities. The
Soka Gakkai in Tai-
wan had done this, but
permission had not
been granted.

The law also stipu-
lated that only one or-
ganization of each
type could be recog-
nized. The govern-
ment maintained that
since an officially rec-
ognized Buddhist or-
ganization already ex-
isted in Taiwan, it
could not approve a
new Buddhist associ-
ation. Without official
recognition, the Soka
Gakkai was operating illegally.

But something had bothered
Zhu as he went through the ap-
plication process. Although the
doctrines upheld by the Soka
Gakkai and the other Buddhist
group were completely different,
no matter how much he appealed
to the authorities to acknowledge
this, they refused to listen.

There was still a strong anti-
Japanese sentiment in Taiwan,
and it is possible that the real
reason the Soka Gakkai did not
receive official recognition was
because of its Japanese origins.
It is also likely that certain par-
ties hostile to the organization
in Japan were deliberately
spreading rumors discrediting
the Soka Gakkai as a dangerous
ideological group in Taiwan.

At any rate, all Zhu’s
efforts had come to
naught, and the Soka
Gakkai’s application
to form an organiza-
tion in Taiwan was re-
jected.

On April 9, six
days after Zhu
had been

called to the GGH for
questioning, an offi-
cial came to his home
and served him notice
to disband the Soka
Gakkai’s Taipei chap-
ter. Zhu phoned
Southeast Asia Gen-
eral Chapter Leader
Kazumasa Morikawa
in Japan and let him
know the details of the

situation. Morikawa immedi-
ately relayed this information
to Shin’ichi Yamamoto.

“What? They’re being
forced to disband?!” Shin’ichi
exclaimed. “How awful for the
members! From the perspec-
tive of Buddhism, though, this
is proof that they have devel-
oped genuine faith. Doesn’t
the Gosho say, ‘As practice
progresses and understanding
grows, the three obstacles and
four devils emerge in confus-
ing form, vying with one an-
other to interfere’ (The Writ-
ings of Nichiren Daishonin, p.
770)? Encountering persecu-
tion verifies that we are prac-
ticing the correct teaching. It is
only by facing great obstacles
that we can attain Buddhahood
in this lifetime.

“Even if the organization has
to disband because the law of
the land calls for it, the mem-
bers must never lose their faith.
Taiwan still guarantees the free-
dom of religion, so it should be
possible for our members to
continue practicing faith there.

“The Daishonin states:
‘Even if it seems that, because
I was born in the ruler’s domain,
I follow him in my actions, I
will never follow him in my
heart’ (WND, 579). This is a
grand proclamation of spiritual
freedom. The Taiwan members
must also continue in this spirit.

“Faith is something that no
one can take away from us, no
matter how hard they may try.
For we are the rulers of our own
hearts. Ultimately, it is not so

much due to pressure from
without that people abandon
their faith—it is due to their
own fear and cowardice in the
face of possible oppression.”

Shin’ichi then asked, “Inci-
dentally, how old is Taipei
Chapter Leader Zhu now?”

“I believe he’ll be 40 soon,”
replied Morikawa.

“He’s still young,” said
Shin’ichi. “Real victory doesn’t
come until one’s 70s and 80s.
There is no way this situation will
persist for decades. The day will
definitely come when the mem-
bers in Taiwan will carry out
Soka Gakkai activities freely.

“Night always gives way to
day. Winter always turns into
spring. Now is the time for the
members to store their energy,
just as plants do when they send
their roots deep into the soil, so
that when dawn comes, when
spring arrives, they can cause a
great flourishing of kosen-rufu.

“The important thing is that
the members patiently endure
this time of hardship with the
determination not to retreat
even a single step. And that they
work to steadily build a solid
foundation for kosen-rufu in
the future. If they triumph over
this obstacle, the Soka Gakkai
in Taiwan will see tremendous
growth. It will usher in a golden
age in the 21st century.”

‘AT THE HELM’
VOLUME 7, CHAPTER 4, PARTS 43–44

HUMANHUMANREVOLUTION
the new

SGI President Ikeda’s novelized history of the Soka Gakkai

Kosen-rufu in Taiwan faces a big obstacle:
The government orders the organization to
disband. ‘Encountering persecution verifies
that we are practicing the correct teaching,’
Shin’ichi Yamamoto comments. ‘It is only by
facing great obstacles that we can attain Bud-
dhahood in this lifetime.’

Daisaku Ikeda appears in the
novel as Shin’ichi Yamamoto.
The events take place in 1963.

Illustration by KENICHIRO UCHIDA



BY EDWARD MARASHIAN
HOLLYWOOD, CALIF.

My name is Eddie
Marashian, though I
am also known as

Mother, the professional name
I sing under. I have been prac-
ticing Nichiren Daishonin’s
Buddhism since November
1999. I have supported myself
as a professional yoga teacher
for nearly four years. Before I
began chanting Nam-myoho-
renge-kyo, I dedicated myself
earnestly to the discipline of
yoga meditation. Though I be-
came quite adept at the exer-
cises and taught meditation to
large numbers of students, I was
perplexed by the mystery that
surrounded enlightenment.
Each secret mantra or tech-
nique I learned provided a key
that opened another door into
what became an endless
labyrinth of the soul.

Around the time of my 27th
birthday last November, I
found myself feeling incredibly
frustrated and distraught. At
times I could feel a part of my
life was transcendent, but for
all my meditation efforts, I
could not seem to actualize my-
self in the world. 

However, my life changed
dramatically within a matter of
four days of chanting Nam-
myoho-renge-kyo, and I thank
my sister Julianne for her tire-
less, four-year effort to intro-
duce me to this practice. The
egalitarian simplicity and ef-
fectiveness of Nichiren Dai-
shonin’s Buddhism won me
over instantly.

The following is my per-
spective on what I find to be so
revolutionary about enlighten-
ment from the standpoint of
this Buddhism.

In most spiritual disciplines,
“enlightenment” is a perplexing
concept. Notions such as,
“Awareness of the soul”; “Merg-
ing with the infinite”; or “Being
in nothingness,” for instance, are
shrouded in language and mys-
ticism far removed from our
daily life experience. In fact, en-
lightenment is often equated
with a style of life (ie. in a
monastery) and a set of prefer-
ences (ie. vegetarianism and bil-
lowy white clothing) different
from our own. 

Yet, as can be seen in the
school of Nichiren Daishonin’s
Buddhism, enlightenment does
not have to be such an enigma.
In fact, the accessible and ap-

plicable nature of enlightenment
to our everyday reality is exactly
that which sets Nichiren Dai-
shonin’s Buddhism apart from
other practices as both more pro-
gressive and in rhythm with the
needs of society as a whole. To
begin to understand better why
this practice is so revolutionary,
let us look to The Writings of
Nichiren Daishonin — the
scriptural text comprised of 172
letters written by the founder of
the practice, Nichiren Daisho-
nin, in 13th century Japan.

The concept of enlighten-
ment is clearly spelled out in
the letter, “Essentials for At-
taining Buddhahood.” The Dai-
shonin explains that our Bud-
dhahood, his word for
enlightenment, consists of two
things: reality and wisdom. Re-
ality is defined as the “true na-
ture of all phenomenon” (The
Writings of Nichiren Daisho-
nin, p. 746). From the perspec-
tive of each individual’s life,
this means that we all possess a
uniqueness about us that is un-
paralleled by anything else in
the universe. To uncover this
uniqueness we must continu-
ally ask our selves the follow-
ing questions: What is the most
original aspect of me, providing
me with a gift that only I can
present to humanity in my spe-
cial way? Or, what makes me
the greatest, most wonderful,
most vital person on the entire
planet? And what is the one
thing that I must achieve with
my life that would represent the
perfect expression and mani-
festation of me? To be able to
answer these questions honestly
is to know your reality.

So if reality represents our
unique nature, then wisdom, the
second component of enlight-
enment, “is the illuminating and
manifesting of this true nature”
(WND, 746). Wisdom is taking
that which is special and unique
and creative about each and
every one of us and making it a
real, living, breathing presence

here in the world. Hence, from
the perspective of Nichiren Dai-
shonin’s Buddhism, enlighten-
ment is neither a state of mind
nor being blissed out in media-
tion. Enlightenment, or Bud-
dhahood, is simply the process
of unlocking the door to our
long-hidden gifts and bringing
them to the light of day here in
the world. The words Nam-
myoho-renge-kyo represent the
key that unlocks that door.

A very wise man taught me
recently that our Buddhahood
is not just a spiritual awaken-
ing, but very much a physical
one as well. To support this idea,
let us look to the Lotus Sutra, the
final teaching of the historical
Buddha, Shakyamuni, and the
teaching that this school of Bud-
dhism is based upon. The final
lines of chapter 16, the “Life
Span” chapter — considered to
be the heart of the Sutra — are,
“At all times I think to myself,
how can I cause living beings to
gain entry into the unsurpassed
way, and quickly acquire the
body of the Buddha?” 

Make note that Shakyamuni
does not say the heart of the
Buddha. Nor does he say the
mind or the meditative appear-
ance of a Buddha. He says the
body of a Buddha, meaning that
we are all here on Earth to em-
body our truth and to become
the physical vehicle capable of
walking through the world per-
petuating that truth on a daily
basis for the benefit of all soci-

ety. Though meditation pos-
sesses value, our purpose in life
is not simply to sit cross-legged
and to attain a state in which we
feel our own awareness merge
with the infinite.

Martin Luther King Jr., Ma-
hatma Gandhi and Daisaku
Ikeda — arguably the three
greatest spiritual leaders of the
past century — proved beyond
a doubt that only truth put into
fearless action can make a sig-
nificant impact on the quality
of life experienced by human-
ity as a whole.

Nichiren Daishonin urges us
to take “the riverbed of reality
and to fill it with the water of
wisdom” (WND, 746). In other
words, just as the path of a
riverbed will invariably direct
the water of the river to its des-
tination of the sea, so will the
riverbed of our unique and true
nature fuse with the water of our
innate wisdom to deliver us to
our happiness, purpose and des-
tination in life. Whether we are
rich or poor, black or white, gay
or straight, doctor or doorman is
irrelevant. All that matters is that
we each learn to take who we are
at our core and use it to make a
difference in our own commu-
nity and environment: I think
this is enlightenment! 
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BY TED MORINO
EDITOR IN CHIEF

Another priest seceded
from Nichiren Shoshu
on Sept. 4. Rando

Shuho, chief priest of Ken-
myo-ji temple in Kyoto, says in
his notice to High Priest
Nikken Abe, “The critical sit-
uation that Nichiren Shoshu
finds itself in today is solely
due to your distorted faith.”

He adds: “There is no
denying the fact that, in ex-
communicating the Soka
Gakkai — an act that hardly
seems Buddhist — you have
committed one of the five
cardinal sins in Buddhism:
disrupting the unity of Bud-
dhist practitioners.”

Mr. Shusho further re-
solves: “It is my duty to
point out your grave sins as
high priest, so that I can
atone for the sins I have
committed as your disciple.
I thus demand that you re-

sign from the position of
high priest immediately.”

In 1972, Mr. Shuho, then a
teenager, joined the priest-
hood. Early in his career, he
was assigned to Heian-ji tem-
ple in Kyoto, where the chief
priest was Nikken Abe, future
high priest.

Two Nichiren Shoshu
priests have seceded this year:
Mr. Shuho and Endo Ishida,
who left the Overseas Bureau
of Nichiren Shoshu in July.  WT

PERSPECTIVE

Perspectives printed here do
not necessarily reflect the
opinions of the SGI-USA or
the World Tribune.

The Way
of Youth
Buddhist Common 
Sense for Handling 

Life’s Questions

Daisaku Ikeda

Based on the popular “Dis-
cussions on Youth” series in the
World Tribune, The Way of Youth
brings together President Ikeda’s
responses to the questions of
today’s young people. Edited for
a general audience, the book
offers insights into a variety of
issues of concern to today’s
young people, including how to
build confidence and character,
learning to live with and respect
both yourself and others, finding
true happiness, dealing with peer
pressure and how to contribute
to a positive, free and peaceful
society. The book is sure to
appeal to teens and their parents
of all faiths. 0-9674697-0-8,
Paperback, $14.95

“An outstanding
guide to humanity. I
recommend it to all
who desire to seek
self-improvement.”
—Arun Gandhi, Founding
Director of the M.K. Gandhi
Institute for Nonviolence

Middleway Press books are
available at your favorite neigh-
borhood or on-line bookseller. 
(Not available at SGI-USA bookstores.)

P R E S S

APPLYING BUDDHISM 
TO DAILY LIFE

Photo by PAUL MARCARELLI

Kyoto Priest Secedes From
Nichiren Shoshu

AView of Enlightenment
Courtesy of SEIKYO PRESS

Rando Shuho
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taken to writing some of these
parables on my computer.
Some of them are so straight
forward that they only need to
be copied from book to com-
puter. Others are only an anal-
ogy that I created a story out of,
such as the carp climbing a wa-
terfall to become a dragon in
“Dragon Gate.”

I can’t wait for the day to
see a children’s story book
made of Buddhist parables
and stories from Nichiren
Daishonin and the Lotus
Sutra. This is my dream and
my goal even though I am not
a professional writer.   

— CHRIS CONLEY,
Seattle

cconley5@juno.com

Thanks for Pride

Thanks so much for the beautiful
spread on GLBT (Gay, Lesbian,
Bisexual, Transgender) Pride
events in the Aug. 4 issue: I’m al-
ways proud to be an SGI mem-
ber, but especially so when we
show appreciation for members
who have the stand-alone spirit
and lots of spunk! It was so much
fun walking through the streets of
Boston with our SGI Rainbow
Lotus banner, hearing people
along the route cheer us on. My
smile was quite broad all day!

Praise for Men

I really enjoyed the Sept. 15
issue of the World Tribune with
the men’s division articles, es-
pecially Matilda Buck’s letter.
It was a beautiful heartfelt and
refreshing statement. I can
truly say that Matilda’s com-
passionate words have healed
some anger in my heart; for 24
years, I have practiced in an or-
ganization that routinely makes
jokes about the men’s division
…. With leaders like Danny
Nagashima and Matilda, I have
100 percent confidence that we
are on the correct course for
victory in the new century.

— DIXON HAMBY
Seattle

http://www.idixon.com/

Congratulations,
Minnesota Youth

Thank you for your great cov-
erage of the Minnesota Culture
Festival (Sept. 1 World Tri-
bune). As a member of the
area, I am so happy to read
about our event of the year. I
understand that because of the
limited space it is very difficult
to cover every aspect of the
event. Therefore, I thought that
I would like to extend the most
respect and appreciation to our
youth, who worked and
chanted so hard for the success
of this event. We love you guys.

— KATHY and 
HANK FUKUI
St. Paul, Minn.

fukuihh@hotmail.com

Excited About the Parables

Thanks for the great parable of
“The Three Carts and the Burn-
ing House” in the Aug. 18 issue.
I was so excited that you’ve de-
cided to use the stories in the
Lotus Sutra as material for kids
and adults. It’s very applicable
and easy for people to under-
stand. Story telling is a great art
and symbol of culture and we
need to develop this art with
Buddhist parables and stories.
It’s also an important facet of
family life that I want to pass on
to my children. My wife and I
had our f irst daughter four
months ago.

Over the past year since my
wife has been pregnant, I’ve
had a great determination to
find parables and stories in the
Lotus Sutra and Nichiren Dai-
shonin’s writings. I want to cre-
ate stories for my kids and all
kids from these writings so that
even children can understand
and learn Buddhist concepts.
Over this past year, I have

— ADRIENNE LANDAU,
Center for Wellness & Health

Communication
Harvard University, Mass.
alandau@uhs.harvard.edu

Appreciation for Parents

I really appreciated seeing the
Mother’s Day feature on par-
enting (June 2 World Tribune).
The messages from parents
were inspiring and also encour-
aging, because the parents
shared both their joys and strug-
gles. I can identify with both.
From one parent’s description
of low daimoku days on which
her life-condition “bee-lines to
the lower worlds” to another
saying that parenting compels
him to become a better person,
to the mention of the happiness
that comes from watching our
“baby Buddhas” grow, hearing
these parents’ experiences was
food for my soul. Also, as some-
one who is a big advocate of our
organization encouraging and
supporting 100 percent partici-
patory fatherhood, I thought it
significant, appropriate, con-
temporary, visionary and af-
firming that dads were a big part
of this feature. Thanks so much!

— LAVORA PERRY,
Cleveland, Ohio

perryrich@juno.com
Congratulations

Tiny fortune baby has arrived to the Stor-
monts! Konstanza Theiss Stormont was
born on July 24, 2000, at 8:28 p.m. after a
fairly “easy delivery of a fortune child” (just
as mom and dad had chanted!). She
weighed in at 8 pounds, and was 20 inches
long.Konstanza joins Linda and Rob Stor-
mont, and big sister, Siùbhan!

Lost and Found

TERRI MITCHELL, flautist & my kosen-
rufu friend in LA’s Horizon Chapter and the
SGI-USA orchestra: Where are you?
P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  R o n  Cu l ve r :
pacificrimshot@mediaone.net 
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Subscribe to the
Justice Chronicle
The Justice Chronicle is a free, weekly e-mailer for

World Tribune subscribers about the Soka Spirit
movement. Its purpose is to support SGI-USA’s on-
going education campaign about this subject in the
timeliest fashion possible.

The Justice Chronicle will feature the latest Soka
Spirit movement news, SGI President Ikeda’s recent
guidance about it and study articles explaining the
difference between Nichiren Daishonin’s Buddhism
and what the temple is teaching.

To subscribe to the Justice Chronicle, just follow
these three easy steps:

1) Open a new e-mail message
2) Enter to: ListManager@sgi-usa.org
3) Enter message text (first line): SUBSCRIBE

chronicle

You’ll receive a confirmation message and then a new
issue every week!

Thank You for the Prayer
Article

I want to say thank you to
Matilda Buck for the wonderful
article “Prayer: A Real Force for
Change” in the June 9 issue. I
have just celebrated my 12th
year of practice on June 4. How-
ever, for the last several months
have felt very “stuck” with the
death of my best friend in No-
vember, followed by the death of
another dear friend in February.
Then my mom was diagnosed
with breast cancer in March. I
have been going through seri-
ous doubt and have had a diffi-
cult time with deciding what my
prayer should be. After reading
this article, I realize that I have
had serious doubts believing that
I am a Buddha (guess that will
hold ya back, eh?). I am deter-
mined to pray with the belief that
I am a Buddha (there I said it and
it felt pretty darn good!). My sin-
cerest appreciation to Matilda
for sharing her wisdom.

— KAREN CHRISTEN,
Brisbane, Calif.

For the Spanish-
Language Pages 

Please forward
all articles for
and questions
about the
Spanish Pages to:
wtspanish@sgi-usa.org



Greetings to all the readers of the World Tribune. In a re-
cent essay about Soka University of America, SGI Pres-
ident Ikeda writes: “I also wish to express profound grat-

itude to the SGI-USA members for their tremendous support,
directly and indirectly. They are all comrades united by lofty ideals
whom I regard as the university’s founders, as magnificent pio-
neers and builders. All of their sweat and hard work will without
a doubt give rise to a noble, immortal legacy of achievement”
(Sept. 1 World Tribune, p. 3).

I would also like to offer my deep appreciation for all of your efforts to support
this most amazing chapter in the history of our movement.

While many of you are working tirelessly for the success of the university, I have
heard from many people that they don’t know how they can personally contribute,
particularly if they do not have college-age children. Some people have expressed
that they don’t yet feel personally involved.

FROM SGI-USA GENERAL DIRECTOR DANNY NAGASHIMA

BUILDING A NOBLE LEGACY
OF ACHIEVEMENT

BUILDING A NOBLE LEGACY
OF ACHIEVEMENT

There are a few ways we can all lend our support, furthering President Ikeda’s
dream for SUA. We can personally encourage those students around us who have
an opportunity to apply, sharing with them the great vision of Soka education. We
can offer our sincere prayers for the greatest possible dedication ceremony for the
university on May 3, 2001.

Additionally, in the month of November, we have the opportunity to contribute
to the SGI-USA Scholarship Fund for Soka University of America, helping to en-
sure that the best and brightest students, regardless of their economic situation, are
able to attend this wonderful institution. Contribution envelopes will be available
at each SGI-USA Culture and Community Center very soon.

Again, thank you for all of your effort so far. Together, let’s continue to build this
“noble, immortal legacy of achieve-
ment.” Please take good care of your
health and families, and I look for-
ward to seeing you soon.

In the month of
November, there will
be an opportunity to
contribute to the 
SGI-USA Scholarship
Fund for Soka
University of America.

Soka University of America, Calabasas campus.

The Student and Community Services Building on the Soka University of America, Aliso Viejo campus.The Student and Community Services Building on the Soka University of America, Aliso Viejo campus.The Student and Community Services Building on the Soka University of America, Aliso Viejo campus.

Soka University of America, Aliso Viejo campus.


