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H
eadline in the July 2,
1999, World Tri-
bune: “‘Soka Gak-
kai in America’Au-

thors To Sign Books.”
Headline in the March 3, 2000,
World Tribune: “Buddhist
Scholars Launch Books at
New England Culture Center.”

These stories heralded a new
era for those seeking current
information on the Soka
Gakkai International. Within
just the past four years, 10
books on Buddhism containing
significant material on the SGI
have been published by authors
from the academic world who
are not members of the SGI
(see box, p. 3).

Ten years ago, you could not
have produced such a list. Any

journalist, student or researcher
looking for literature about the
SGI written by those with aca-
demic credentials could not
find much, and what they did
read contained significantly
out-of-date information.

So what changed? There
seems to be two main answers.
We became more open as an or-
ganization and, at the same time,
American society was becoming
more interested in Buddhism.

Nowhere, perhaps, was this
revival in society’s interest
more widely proclaimed than
on the cover of Time magazine
on Oct. 13, 1997, where a pho-
tograph of actor Brad Pitt, star
of the movie Seven Years in
Tibet, stares out over the head-
line: “America’s Fascination
With Buddhism.”

Time’s fascination with the
SGI brand of Buddhism was rel-

atively low, judging by only one
passing mention in the eight-
page survey of Buddhism in this
country. By contrast, people in
the academic field of religion
seem to have found plenty to
write about. 

But why the SGI and why
now?

Rob Eppsteiner, SGI-USA
vice general director and direc-
tor of academic relations, said
that when he started speaking
with professors of religion a
decade ago: “There was little
interest because we were not an
open organization when we
were together with the Nichiren
Shoshu priesthood, so we could
not create bridges of trust. Over
the past 10 years we have been
able, as an organization, to be-
come more open, engaged.

“We have allowed scholars
to do research. SGI President

Ikeda has encouraged us to be-
come that kind of organization.
Once we start to develop av-
enues of trust, scholars can do
objective research on us.”

Bridges of trust are built;

they don’t just spring up by
themselves. And the voice does
the work of the Buddha. Mr.
Eppsteiner and other SGI-USA

A meeting with Neil Rudenstine, president  of Harvard University, 1991.
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SCHOLARS RECOGNIZE THE SGI

Building Bridges of Trust

A chieving a world without war has been the
cherished goal  of  the SGI  s ince i t s
inception. SGI President Ikeda has
traveled the world and met with many of

the world’s leading thinkers, policymakers and
scholars toward this end, including Nelson
Mandela, Mikhail Gorbachev, Linus Pauling and
Rosa Parks. In this issue, please see pages 6 and
7 for his recent activities for peace.

A WORLD
WITHOUT
WAR BEGINS
WITH
DIALOGUE

SGI President Ikeda holds a discussion Feb. 10 with British physicist and Nobel laureate Dr. Joseph Rotblat (center), their first meeting in
11 years, at the Okinawa Training Center in Onnason, Japan. Director Majid Tehranian of the Toda Institute for Global Peace and Policy
Research is seated at left. (See story, page 6.)

Courtesy of SEIKYO PRESS
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Toda Peace Institute Sponsors Human
Security and Global Governance 
Conference on Cyprus This Month

From May 27 through 29, the Toda
Institute for Global Peace and Policy
Research will host “International Se-
curity and Cooperation in West Asia,”
in Nicosia, Cyprus, in collaboration
with the Center for World Dialogue.
The Toda Institute’s Human Security
and Global Governance (HUGG) pro-
ject seeks to alleviate tensions between
democracies and hegemonies with re-
spect to problems of global governance
and human security. The May confer-
ence on Cyprus is the second of three
conferences. HUGG I took place in
Okinawa in February 2000, and HUGG
III is planned for 2001 in Moscow.

SGI-Taiwan Youth Host Festival for
Peace and Culture 

On May 6 and 7, SGI-Taiwan youth
held a peace and culture festival with the
theme, “Renaissance! Creating a New
Century of Peace With the Spirit of Re-
vival.” With a sincere desire for Tai-
wan’s full recovery from the devastat-
ing earthquake that ravaged the country
in September 1999, 10,000 SGI-Tai-
wan youth performed in the music fes-
tival, as well as guest performers from
various performing arts genres and the
Chinese Culture University’s orchestra.
The musical extravaganza was covered
by five major newspapers as well as
seven television stations. Two television
stations aired the show live. 

‘The Lotus Sutra and the Silk Road’
Opens in Wolfenbuettel, Germany 

On May 5, “The Lotus Sutra and the
Silk Road” opened at the Herzog Au-
gust Library in Wolfenbuettel, Ger-
many. The 30-item exhibit includes
rare and ancient Lotus Sutra manu-
scripts in Sanskrit, Chinese and other
languages, from the collection of the
Institute of Oriental Studies (IOS), St.
Petersburg Chapter of the Russian
Academy of Science. The exhibit, one
of the most extensive collections of
Eastern religious texts, traces the de-
velopment of the Lotus Sutra over the
centuries as it traveled along the Silk
Road and the journey of Buddhism
eastward toward Asia. 

Saipan Chapter Established; Northern
Mariana Islands Honor SGI President
and Mrs. Ikeda

On May 3, Saipan Chapter was
newly established as part of the SGI-
USA, and includes members on Saipan
and Tinian Islands. Mr. Joseph
O’Rayeh and Ms. Leann Zweber were
appointed chapter leaders. On May 3
and 4, Saipan and Rota Islands of the
Northern Mariana Islands presented

SGI President Daisaku Ikeda and Mrs.
Kaneko Ikeda with honorary citizen-
ships. On May 2, Tinian Island com-
mended them for their myriad contri-
butions to peace. 

SGI’s ‘World Boys and Girls Art Exhibi-
tion’ Opens in Caracas, Venezuela 

On May 4, the SGI’s “World Boys
and Girls Art Exhibition” opened at the
Venezuelan Education Ministry’s ex-
hibition hall in Caracas, the capital of
Venezuela. Artwork by 200 Venezuelan
children, as well as 300 paintings and
drawings by children from 161 coun-
tries and regions, are displayed. The
Venezuelan Children’s Orchestra per-
formed at the opening, which was aired
on local television stations and reported
in national and local newspapers. The
exhibit is designated as an official state
event of the Education Ministry, and is
co-sponsored by the Venezuelan For-
eign Ministry and Education Ministry,
Venezuela Central University,
Carabobo University and the SGI. Mi-
randa State and 25 other organizations
are supporting the exhibit. More than
600 guests, including Venezuelan Ed-
ucation Minister Hector Navarro Diaz,
attended the opening.

SGI-Hong Kong Sponsors Lecture on
Daisaku Ikeda and Contemporary 
Chinese Writers

On April 16, Dr. Sun Lichuan, vice
general editor of Cosmos Books, Hong
Kong, presented a lecture titled “Dr.
Ikeda and Lu Xun, Ba Jin and Jin
Yong – A Dialogue With Chinese Liter-
ary Writers of the Century” at the SGI-
Hong Kong Culture Center. Dr. Sun ex-
plained that Mr. Ikeda and these three
contemporary Chinese writers share a
love of people, and each one took up his
pen on behalf of ordinary people. Dr.
Sun is also the translator for Quest for 
a Bright New Century, a dialogue 
between Hong Kong literary scholar Jin
Yong and SGI President Daisaku Ikeda
published by Cosmos Books. 

SGI’s Amazon Exhibit Opens in Lon-
drina, Brazil

On April 14, the Soka Gakkai Inter-
national (SGI) exhibit, “Symbiosis and
Hope: The Amazon — Its Environ-
ment and Development,” opened at the
Londrina Catuai Shopping Center. The
exhibit illustrates the contributions of
the Amazon rain forests to the global
ecosystem and promotes humankind’s
harmonious coexistence with the earth
through non-destructive, sustainable
economic development. More than
250 guests attended the opening, in-
cluding educators and government of-
ficials. To date, the exhibit has received
over 150,000 visitors on its Brazil tour.

Courtesy of Seikyo Press
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On April 24, SGI Presi-
dent Ikeda was made
an honorary citizen of

Highland Park, N.J. Mayor
Meryl Frank presented a
proclamation of citizenship
and a key to the city to the SGI
leader in recognition of his ef-
forts for world peace and in
commemoration of the 40th
anniversary of his inaugura-
tion as the third president of
the Soka Gakkai. 

The ceremony was attended
by Highland Park District lead-
ers, other leaders from the
area, as well as Tariq Hasan,
SGI-USA men’s leader, who
received the proclamation and
key on behalf of President
Ikeda.

As narrated in the first vol-
ume of The New Human Rev-
olution (vol. 1, p. 194), it was
in Highland Park, N.J., in
1960, during President Ikeda’s

first overseas visit, that he cre-
ated the first district on the
East Coast. At that time, mem-
bers traveled from New York,
Pennsylvania, Delaware and as
far away as Canada to attend
what is now a historic event. At
that meeting President Ikeda
encouraged the members and
guests, saying: “This Bud-
dhism has the power to trans-
form your suffering into hap-
piness, to change the tears you
have shed into glittering jewels
of good fortune.... My purpose
in coming to the United States
is to help you turn that into a re-
ality.” From this seed planted
40 years ago, we have seen the
extraordinary growth of the or-
ganization in the northeast and
the movement of scores of ca-
pable youth out into society.    

During the ceremony in the
borough council chambers,
Mayor Frank said that it was
through her relationship with
local members that she recently
learned about President Ikeda

and that she was struck by the
similarities in their visions. Cit-
ing his efforts and encourage-
ment, she mentioned her strug-
gle to create a government
based on open dialogue, an at-
mosphere of mutual respect and
the inclusion of all voices in this
uniquely diverse community.  

It is with a deep sense of
pride in their history that the
members in Highland Park
District and the surrounding
districts have challenged them-
selves over the years to reply 
to President Ikeda’s dream.
They have developed many ca-
pable leaders, including strong
youth, many of whom have
been students at nearby Rut-
gers University, and they have
shown actual proof in their
own lives. 

With this event, they feel
they’ve had the opportunity to
show their appreciation and to
further the bonds of friendship
between the SGI and their
community.  WT

Other awards and procla-
mations presented re-

cently to President and Mrs.
Ikeda include: honorary cit-
izenships from the cities of
Cerritos, Calif., Memphis,
Tenn., and Walnut, Calif.; a
commendation from the
City of Santa Monica, Calif.,
to Daisaku and Kaneko
Ikeda for their dedication to
spiritual and cultural values;
Los Angeles County’s com-
mendation to Daisaku and
Kaneko Ikeda as Ambas-
sadors of Peace;  the procla-
mation of Soka Gakkai In-
ternational Day (May 3) by
the City of New Orleans,
La.; the proclamation of
Daisaku Ikeda and Kaneko
Ikeda Day (May 3) by the
City of Las Vegas, Nev.; and
Certificate of Recognition
for Daisaku and Kaneko
Ikeda as Emissaries of Peace
(May 3) from the City of La
Puente, Calif. WT

SITE OF FIRST SGI-USA DISTRICT FORMED ON THE EAST COAST IN 1960

Highland Park, N.J. Bestows Honorary
Citizenship on SGI President

If you have any questions about
your subscription to the World
Tribune or Living Buddhism

magazine, please call 

1-800-835-4558
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SGI President Ikeda talks with Dr. David W. Chappell, professor of religion at
the University of Hawaii at Manoa, at the Seikyo Shimbun Building, April 1996.

Current Reading on the Soka Gakkai

Hammond, Phillip and David
Machacek, Soka Gakkai in America: Ac-
commodation and Conversion. Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 1999. 

Prebish, Charles S., Luminous Pas-
sage:The Practice and Study of Buddhism
in America. Berkeley: University of Cali-
fornia Press, 1999.

Prebish, Charles S., and Kenneth K.
Tanaka, eds., The Faces of Buddhism in
America. Berkeley: University of Califor-
nia Press, 1998.  

Queen, Christopher S., ed., Engaged
Buddhism in the West. Boston: Wisdom
Publications, 2000. 

Queen, Christopher S. and Sallie B.
King, eds. Engaged Buddhism: Buddhist
Liberation Movements in Asia. Albany,
NY: State University of New York Press,
1996.

Rapaport, Al, compiler, Buddhism in
America: Proceedings of the First Bud-
dhism in America Conference. Boston:
Charles E. Tuttle Co., 1998. 

Seager, Richard H., Buddhism in

America. New York: Columbia University
Press, 1999. 

Tweed, Thomas A. and Stephen
Prothero, eds., Asian Religions in Amer-
ica: A Documentary History. New York:
Oxford University Press, 1999.

Williams, Duncan Ryuken and
Christopher S. Queen, eds., American
Buddhism: Methods and Findings in Re-
cent Scholarship. Honolulu: Curzon
Press, 1999.

Journal and News Articles

Coussens, Pat, “Buddhists find joy in
being good citizens.” Des Moines (WA)
News, 24 August 1996.

Elam, Patricia, “Buddhism Lighted
the Way to the Joy Within.” Washington
Post, 10 October 1998. 

Jiang Zhongxin, “The Lotus Sutra and
the Twenty-first Century.” The Journal of
Oriental Studies 8 (1998), 106–118. 

Lyles, Charlise, “Prayer; Alone or in
Groups, People Stop to Reflect.” Dayton
(OH) Daily News, 6 May 1999. 

Mitchell, Donald W., “New Forms of

in the West, edited by Harvard’s
Christopher Queen, who in-
cluded the SGI in two other re-
cent books he co-edited, En-
gaged Buddhism:Buddhist
Liberation Movements in Asia
and American Buddhism: Meth-
ods and Findings in Recent
Scholarship.

In a book he himself edited, ti-
tled Buddhist Peacework: Cre-
ating Cultures of Peace, Chap-
pell decided to include an essay
by President Ikeda, “The SGI’s
Peace Movement”; in addition to
contributions by the Dalai Lama,
Thich Nhat Hanh, Sulak
Sivaraksa, Robert Aitken and
about a dozen other respected
Buddhists. The preface to this
book was contributed by Virginia
Straus, executive director of the
SGI-affliated Boston Research
Center for the 21st Century. 

Just who our members are
and what led them to Buddhism
was the subject of a sociologi-
cal survey resulting in the only
book on the list of 10 com-

pletely devoted to the
SGI, Soka Gakkai in
America: Accommo-
dation and Conver-
sion, by Phillip Ham-
mond and David
Machacek of the 
University of Califor-
nia, Santa Barbara.
Among other conclu-
sions, the authors 
said the SGI-USA
“promises to be a
lasting presence in
the United States.”

So signif icant to
academics has been
the work of the
Boston Research
Center, which was
founded by President
Ikeda, that it appar-
ently inspired Richard
Hughes Seager to in-
clude a brief profile of
Ms. Straus in his
book, Buddhism in
America. Mr. Seager,
an associate professor
of religious studies at
Hamilton College, es-
pecially was inter-
ested in the 1991 split
between the SGI and
the Nichiren Shoshu
priesthood and fo-
cused on it in one
chapter titled “Soka
Gakkai and Its
Nichiren Humanism.”
He concludes, “As the
dust settles from the
break between NST and SGI-
USA, the latter appears to be in
a very good position to play an
important, ongoing role in the
creation of American Bud-
dhism.”2

This transformation of the

Lay Spirituality, Buddhist and Christian.”
Buddhist Christian Studies 15 (1995):
249–56.

Moscoso, Eunice, “Religious Leaders
Protest Armey School Prayer Amend-
ment.” Cox News Service, 22 July 1996. 

Nattier, Jan, “Buddhism Comes to
Main Street.” Wilson Quarterly, Spring
1997. 

Singer, Catherine, “Gay and Lesbian
Buddhists Finding Answers in Their Spir-
itual Quest.” Orange County Blade, Au-
gust 1997.

Straus,Virginia, “Peace, Culture, and
Education Activities: A Buddhist Re-
sponse to the Global Ethic.” Buddhist-
Christian Studies No. 15 (1995),199–211. 

Taylor, R. Shawn, “Buddhism finds a
new audience.” Chicago Tribune, 13 Au-
gust 1995.  

Watanabe, Teresa, “Japan’s Crusader
or Corrupter? Buddhist lay leader Daisaku
Ikeda …” Los Angeles Times, 15 March
1996.

Yarborough, Sophie, “Buddhist re-
treat offers quiet spot in suburbia.” The
Miami Herald, 26 February 1998.

representatives let it be known
to scholars that they were more
than happy to cooperate with
their research projects.  

At the same time, the reli-
gious organization began to
reach out to the community in
new ways, sponsoring educa-
tional exhibits on environmen-
tal problems, children’s rights,
the life of renowned scientist
and peace activist Linus Paul-
ing and the Soka educational
system, which have criss-
crossed the 50 states. Books
were donated to Africa and
Victory Over Violence and the
Earth Charter became themes
for nationwide awareness-rais-
ing activities. Photographs of
nature scenes by President
Ikeda comprise an exhibit now
embarking on its second tour
of the United States. All of
these exhibitions and activities
are free to the public.

Scholars became interested
in our members in part due to
their social engagement, ac-
cording to Mr. Eppsteiner, but
also “because we are not only
one of the largest lay move-
ments in the United States, but
the most diverse.”

Our cultural and ethnic di-
versity sparked the interest of
Dr. David W. Chappell, who
studied our membership in
1997 and wrote: “In a country
of immigrants like America, re-
ligion often reflects and rein-
forces the distinctive ethnic her-
itage of its members, and
Sunday morning is said to be
the most segregated time in
America. In contrast, Soka
Gakkai came to the United
States in 1960 and attracted a
greater diversity of races and
classes of people in the first
three decades than any other
Buddhist organization.”1

These comments by Dr.
Chappell, a professor in the De-
partment of Religion at the Uni-
versity of Hawaii, appear in one
chapter of Engaged Buddhism

FROM SCHOLARS, 1

SGI-USA, which began a decade
ago, continues today and, in Mr.
Eppsteiner’s opinion, likely will
continue to interest scholars into
the new century. 

1. David W. Chappell, “Racial Diver-

WT

sity in the Soka Gakkai,” in En-
gaged Buddhism in the West. Edited
by Christopher S. Queen; (Boston:
Wisdom Publications, 2000), 184.

2. Richard H. Seager, Buddhism in
America. (New York: Columbia
University Press, 1999), 88.

A meeting between SGI President Ikeda and Honorary President Alfonse Dupront of the
University of Paris IV (Sorbonne), June 1981.



BY HELENE ANDERSON
GUAM CORRESPONDENT

The SGI-USA exhibit “Trea-
suring the Future: Chil-

dren’s Rights and Realities”
made its way to the island of
Guam May 12, when a grand
opening and ribbon-cutting took
place at the Micronesia Mall.

The ceremony opened with
deaf and hard-of-hearing stu-
dents from Tamuning Elemen-
tary School performing the song
“I Hear Your Hand” in sign lan-
guage. There was also a moving
song by Ronnie and Tabitha Es-
pina, 6 and 8 years old, titled
“Touch the Hands of Tomor-

row.” This song was originally
written for teachers, and it de-
scribes how the children’s voices
are reaching out to their teach-
ers to be understood. It reminds
teachers of their responsibility to
help, nurture, protect and reach
their students.

Everyone then had a chance
to explore the exhibit. Dream
Flower Trees were displayed,
where hundreds of students
from throughout the island’s
schools had written their dreams
for the future on flowers. Also,
Pepsi Bottling Co. donated bot-
tle caps for a Treasure Chest,
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Children’s Rights Exhibit Visits Guam

I
n many Buddhist sutras, it
was taught that women
could never become Bud-
dhas. The Silver-Colored

Woman Sutra reads, “Even if the
eyes of the Buddhas of the three
existences were to fall to the
ground, no woman in any of the
realms of existence could ever
attain Buddhahood” (The Writ-
ings of Nichiren Daishonin, p.
96). This no doubt reflects the
prevailing view of women in
India in the fifth century B.C.E.,
where they were considered
more or less the property of their
husbands. However, it is said
that in response to requests from
his aunt and other women,
Shakyamuni allowed women to
become nuns and carry out
monastic practice after estab-
lishing eight rules that they
should follow.

According to Indian studies
specialist Dr. Hajime Naka-
mura, “The appearance [in Bud-
dhism] of an order of nuns was
an astonishing development in
world religious history. No such
female religious order existed in
Europe, North Africa, West Asia
or East Asia at the time. Bud-
dhism was the first tradition to
produce one.”

However, in the following
centuries, prevailing perceptions
of women began to reassert
themselves and it was commonly
believed that women would have
to be reborn as men and carry out
endless painful practices before
being able to attain Buddhahood.
The bhikshuni sangha, or order
of Buddhist nuns, declined and
nearly disappeared.

Nichiren Daishonin, the 13th-
century Buddhist monk whose
teachings SGI members follow,

was a firm believer in the equal-
ity of men and women. He wrote,
“There should be no discrimina-
tion among those who propagate
the five characters of Myoho-
renge-kyo in the Latter Day of
the Law, be they men or women”
(WND, p. 385). This was a revo-
lutionary statement for his time,
when women were almost totally
dependent on men. The “three
obediences” dictated that a
Japanese woman should first
obey her parents; then she should
obey her husband; and finally, in
old age, she should obey her son.

Nichiren Daishonin sent letters
of encouragement to many of his
female followers and gave several
the title of “Shonin,” or saint. The
strength of faith and indepen-
dence of spirit shown by these
women impressed him deeply. To
Nichimyo Shonin, he wrote:
“Never have I heard of a woman
who journeyed a thousand ri in
search of Buddhism as you did....
You are the foremost votary of the
Lotus Sutra among the women of
Japan” (WND, pp. 324–25).

In the 12th or “Devadatta”
chapter of the version of the
Lotus Sutra cited by the Dai-
shonin, Shakyamuni demon-
strates that Buddhahood is
within reach “even” for women.
It is revealed that an 8-year-old
female dragon has been able to
attain Buddhahood quickly by
practicing the Lotus Sutra.

This girl, often known as the
dragon king’s daughter, appears
and dramatically demonstrates her
attainment of Buddhahood, illus-
trating the principle of becoming
a Buddha in one’s present form.
She overturns the prevailing belief
that enlightenment could only be
attained after carrying out painful

practices over an extremely long
period of time. The dragon girl has
the form of an animal; she is fe-
male; and she is very young. That
she should be the very first to
demonstrate the immediate at-
tainment of Buddhahood is strik-
ing, even shocking.

The Daishonin stresses that
“among the teachings of the Lotus
Sutra, that of women attaining
Buddhahood is first” (WND, p.
930). And, in another letter he
writes: “When I, Nichiren, read
the sutras other than the Lotus
Sutra, I have not the slightest wish
to become a woman. One sutra
condemns women as messengers
of hell. Another describes them as
great serpents.... Only in the Lotus
Sutra do we read that a woman
who embraces this sutra not only
excels all other women, but also
surpasses all men” (WND, pp.
463–64). The Daishonin vowed
to share the Lotus Sutra’s hopeful
message with all the women of
Japan.

Buddhism views distinctions
of gender, race and age as differ-
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ences that exist in order to enrich
our individual experience and
human society as a whole. The
Lotus Sutra is sometimes called
the teaching of nondiscrimina-
tion because it reveals that the
state of Buddhahood is inherent
in all phenomena. There is no dif-
ference between men and women
in terms of their capacity to attain
Buddhahood, as both are equally
manifestations of the ultimate re-
ality. If we consider the eternity
of life, it is also clear that we may
be born as a man in one life, and
as a woman in another.

SGI President Daisaku Ikeda
states: “The important thing is
that both women and men be-
come happy as human beings.
Becoming happy is the objective;
everything else is a means. The
fundamental point of the ‘decla-
ration of women’s rights’arising
from the Lotus Sutra is that each
person has the innate potential
and the right to realize a state of
life of the greatest happiness.”

Courtesy of SGI Quarterly
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Children explore the SGI-USA exhibit ‘Treasuring the Future: Children’s
Rights and Realities’ at Guam’s Micronesia Mall, May 12.PLEASE SEE CHILDREN, 5
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where children could write their
names and wishes on the caps.
The chest symbolized how chil-
dren are our treasures, and how
we should cherish them.

Gene Polk, a teacher in the
deaf and hard-of-hearing pro-
gram, said: “The kids deserve
one day [of honor]. This is also
a chance for them to learn new
things. Even if they have dis-
abilities, they’re just chil-
dren — they’re the same as any-
one else.” Tara Acquiningoc, 9,
said through her sign-language

translator that the exhibit in-
spired her toward her dream of
becoming a teacher someday.

Marie Nelson, a University of
Guam Board of Regents mem-
ber, said: “There needs to be
more education and awareness
to protect children’s rights. This
exhibit is a start for us to take ac-
tion in our community.” The
event was honored with a procla-
mation presented by Acting Gov-
ernor of Guam Madeline Z. Bor-
dallo designating May 12–19,
the week of the exhibit, as “Kids
Have Rights Too Week.” WT
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He set about
challeng-
ing him-
self to
c h a n g e
this atti-
tude be-
cause he

saw that it
not only af-

fected his
ability to find a

job but also under-
mined his attitude toward life in
general. He recalls: “It was a
very difficult time for me, es-
pecially because I received so
many rejection letters from em-
ployers. My Buddhist practice
definitely helped me get
through this period. I was fre-
quently encouraged by the ex-
periences of other members and
by the guidance of SGI Presi-
dent Ikeda, and I became deter-
mined to change my pessimistic
attitude and overcome my ten-
dency to give up when faced
with a challenge. Because I was
unemployed at the time, I was
able to devote much of my time
to preparing for the SGIA
Friendship Festival — the first
nationwide SGIA event to be
held in the city of Perth. The
preparation activities were chal-
lenging, and I was so busy
preparing for this event that I
had no time to worry about not
having a job; I simply kept ap-
plying for jobs and was deter-
mined to find one before the
start of the festival.”

About one month prior to
the event, David succeeded in
finding an accounting posi-
tion. He feels that his funda-
mental change in attitude was
also reflected in other areas of
his life: “I saw that no one else
but me could change my life
and that I was really the only
one who could make things
happen in my life, including
finding a job. As a result of
working closely with youth

Through his Buddhist
practice and SGI
activities, David Tan
has learned to never
give up.

D
avid Tan’s family
emigrated to Aus-
tralia from Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia,

in 1985 when he was 10 years
old. The family moved because
David’s father, a chef with a
major hotel chain, had been
transferred to the hotel’s newly
opened branch in Perth. Life in
a new country was exciting for
young David, and even the dif-
ficulty he had communicating
in English did not detract from
his happiness in his new home.
His two sisters and his parents
were also content, and his life
was relatively carefree until
1990 when, in his last year of
secondary school, he was
forced to think about the future.
His fellow students were choos-
ing subjects for the university
entrance exams. However, due
to his poor academic perfor-
mance in secondary school,
David was ineligible to take
exams in many of the subjects
he wished to pursue.

Faced with this situation, he
became very depressed. He
lacked direction and had very
little confidence. It was at this
low point in his life that David
joined the Soka Gakkai Inter-
national Australia (SGIA).

After three years of grueling
study and a lot of chanting, he
was able to graduate in 1997
with a major in accounting and
finance. However, he was dis-
appointed because he had not
received any employment offers
during his last year at university
when companies were recruit-
ing accounting students. Re-
flecting on this situation, he saw
that he felt weak and powerless.

and other members of SGIA in
preparation for the Friendship
Festival, I came to see what a
self ish attitude I had previ-
ously. Taking part in this event
really helped me broaden my
perspective on many things.”

David is currently the West-
ern Australia headquarters
young men’s leader of the
SGIA. He feels that he has be-
come a more confident, opti-
mistic and capable person as a
result of participating in SGIA
activities. He has been inspired
by President Ikeda’s advice
that “Rather than try to move
others, you must set yourself in
motion, like an engine. Herein
lies the driving force of vic-
tory.” David says: “I used to
have the tendency to expect
others to make things happen.
My attitude was: ‘Why don’t
you do this, or why don’t they
do that?’ I became frustrated
when people wouldn’t take ac-
tion to produce the results I ex-
pected. Now I see that I was ac-
tually frustrated about not
being able to make things hap-
pen or take action myself.

tural affairs.
David says the CD-ROM was

so well received that, with the
encouragement of Mr. Board,
SGIA has decided to redesign it
for use in schools. He says: “We
are hoping to finish this project
in early 2000. The CD can be
used by individuals at home as
well as by teachers in the class-
room. The diversity of artistic ex-
pression on the CD can be used
to spark discussion around ques-
tions such as: ‘What country do
you think this painting comes
from?’ ‘Why do countries have
wars?’and ‘What would you do
to heal the world?’”

At work and in his Buddhist
activities, David now takes 100-
percent responsibility to work
for people’s happiness without
relying on others. He says: “I
think that youth, especially,
must follow this spirit. We must
never forget our goals and never
be afraid to muster the fighting
spirit to overcome the negative
forces inherent in our lives. We
must never give up.” 

Courtesy of SGI Quarterly

Through my practice of Bud-
dhism, I have been able to see
my shortcomings and see that
it is not others but myself who
must make things happen, and
I can do this by making
changes in myself.”

David is now studying to be-
come a CPA (certified public
accountant) — not only to ad-
vance in his career, but also to
show actual proof of the practice
of Buddhism in his daily life.

In 1999, Sydney hosted the
“World Boys and Girls Art Ex-
hibition.” This SGI-sponsored
event featured the drawings and
paintings of children from
around the world based on the
theme of global citizenship. In
commemoration of the 35th an-
niversary of the establishment
of SGIA, the members in Perth
created a short multimedia CD-
ROM based on the exhibition.
This CD-ROM, intended to fos-
ter awareness of global citizen-
ship, was shown to 400 guests
who attended the anniversary
celebrations. Among those pre-
sent was Mike Board, minister
for citizenship and multicul-

Courtesy of SEIKYO PRESS

With SGI members from Perth at the opening ceremony of the World Boys and Girls Art Exhibition in Sydney, May 1999.

David Tan

DAVID TAN, PERTH, AUSTRALIA

TAKING 100-PERCENT RESPONSIBILITY

FROM CHILDREN, 4
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scars inflicted there by the
atomic bomb and to give a lec-
ture in Tokyo. He noted that this
was around the same time that
Josei Toda made his Declara-
tion for the Abolition of Nu-
clear Weapons at the Mitsuzawa
Stadium in Yokohama, Japan.

Dr. Rotblat said in his speech
that he regretted not having had
the opportunity to meet the
Soka Gakkai’s second presi-
dent, who died the year after he
made his declaration. The peace
activist also stated his determi-
nation to work with President
Ikeda toward the realization of
a world free of nuclear weapons
and war in the 21st century.

Born on Nov. 4, 1908, in War-
saw, Poland, Dr. Rotblat is
presently a professor emeritus
of the University of London.
Growing up in poverty, he edu-
cated himself and later gained
admission to the Free Univer-
sity of Poland. There, he studied
under Dr. Ludwik Wertenstein,
a physicist who had been a stu-
dent of Marie Curie, the Polish-
born French physicist famous
for her work on radioactivity.

After finishing his doctorate
in physics at the University of
Warsaw in 1939, Dr. Rotblat
went to study at the University
of Liverpool in Britain. Meager
scholarship funds, however,
forced him to leave his wife in
Poland. And when Germany in-
vaded the country, it became
impossible to obtain an exit visa
for her. Tragically, she perished
in the Holocaust.

President Ikeda asked Dr.
Rotblat whether he had suffered
harsh repercussions as a result of
his departure from the Manhat-

SGI President Ikeda
praises Dr. Joseph
Rotblat, a pioneer of
the anti-nuclear
movement, for living
the life of a
bodhisattva.

S
GI President Ikeda held
a discussion Feb. 10
with the noted British
physicist and Nobel lau-

reate Dr. Joseph Rotblat, 91,
their first meeting in 11 years.
The two talked at the Okinawa
Training Center in Onnason,
Japan, about Dr. Rotblat’s pio-
neering efforts in the ant-nu-
clear movement and his lifelong
dedication to peace and science.
Earlier that day, in commemo-
ration of the centennial of sec-
ond Soka Gakkai president
Josei Toda’s birth (Feb. 11), the
Toda Institute for Global Peace
and Policy Research conferred
its first Toda Prize for Peace Re-
search on Dr. Rotblat.

The SGI leader said that he
was impressed by Dr. Rotblat’s
acceptance speech, in particu-
lar by the powerful commit-
ment and will for peace that res-
onated in his words. Thanking
Mr. Ikeda, Dr. Rotblat stressed
that it is imperative for the
world to find a way out of the
grave situation it finds itself in
today. He called on the SGI
president to lead the way.

In his acceptance speech, Dr.
Rotblat recounted that in 1957,
shortly after the first Pugwash
Conference was held, he visited
Hiroshima to see for himself the

tan Project,
under which
he worked
on building
the f irst
a t o m i c
bomb. Ad-
mitting that
this was in-
deed the
case, the
physicist ex-
plained that
he was sus-
pected of
being a spy
for the So-
viet Union.
These accu-
sations were
very diff i-
cult to refute.

Wanting
to work for
the benefit of humanity, Dr.
Rotblat returned to the Univer-
sity of Liverpool in early 1945
to research radiation therapy for
cancer patients. Eight months
later, atomic bombs were
dropped on Hiroshima and Na-
gasaki. From that point, Dr. Rot-
blat, who describes this event as
altering his entire view of life,
began working to generate dia-
logue among scientists.

His medical research opened
the way for radiation therapy to
begin in the United Kingdom.
The radioactive element cobalt
60 that he discovered in 1934 is
still used today in treating ma-
lignant tumors.

President Ikeda praised Dr.
Rotblat for living the life of a
bodhisattva and presented him
with a lengthy poem paying
tribute to his tireless struggle

investigate this philosophy for
themselves. The members left
refreshed and with a renewed
sense of determination to ex-
pand the circle of friends be-
longing to the wonderful world
of the SGI. Au mois prochain

(until next month)!
For more information on the

French-speaking group, please
contact Renu Jiandani at SGI-
USA membership services by
phone at (310) 260-8942 or by e-
mail at rjiandani@sgi-usa.org  WT

DISCUSSION HELD WITH DR. JOSEPH ROTBLAT

SGI President Ikeda presents British physicist and Nobel laureate Dr. Joseph Rotblat the Toda
Institute for Global Peace and Policy Research’s first Toda Prize for Peace Research, Feb. 10, in com-
memoration of the centennial of second Soka Gakkai president Josei Toda’s birth (Feb. 11).

for peace. The SGI leader also
expressed his wish to plant a
cherry tree dedicated to Dr.
Rotblat and his late wife in the
garden of the Kansai Interna-
tional Friendship Center, where
he and the physicist first met.

The new Toda Prize for Peace
Research has been inaugurated
to honor individuals who have
made distinguished contribu-
tions to peace studies and the
realization of world peace. Dr.
Rotblat, president emeritus of
the Pugwash Conferences on
Science and World Affairs, a
forum for researchers devoted
to abolishing nuclear weapons
and finding peaceful solutions
to international conflicts, was
chosen because of his many
peace activities.

Dr. Rotblat distanced him-
self from the Manhattan Pro-

ject when it became known that
Nazi Germany would never
manage to build a competing
bomb. Of all the scientists in-
volved, he was the only one to
withdraw before the atomic
bomb was tested.

Dr. Rotblat spent the next
five decades speaking out on
the dangers of nuclear weapons.
He has visited some 100 coun-
tries in his crusade for the elim-
ination of nuclear weapons. He
is the last surviving member of
the 11 original signatories to the
Russell-Einstein Manifesto, an
anti-nuclear appeal launched by
Bertrand Russell and Albert
Einstein. The manifesto led to
the inception of the Pugwash
Conferences in 1957. In 1995,
Dr. Rotblat and the Pugwash
Conferences were awarded the
Nobel Peace Prize.  WT

Courtesy of SEIKYO PRESS

BY ALAIN BERGER
LOS ANGELES CORRESPONDENT

French-speaking members
from every part of Los
Angeles converged on

the Los Angeles Friendship
Center May 14 to hold their
monthly meeting. “Le Groupe
Foncophone,” as it is called,
comprises French-speaking
members from all around the
world, including Africa, Eu-
rope, North and South America
and the Caribbean. 

The group truly exemplifies
SGI President Ikeda’s descrip-
tion of America as a multiracial
nation integrating diverse cul-
tures in leading the way toward
world kosen-rufu. As a tribute
to this diversity, the theme of
the meeting was “Discovering

our True Identity.”
The meeting got off to a spir-

ited start with Fabrice Vignat
playing the guitar and singing
Aznavour’s “Formi/formid-
able,” transporting the assem-
bly, so to speak, back to a little
bistro in Marseilles.

After an explanation of the
practice by Tobias Maxwell for
the several guests in attendance,
everyone was treated to a de-
lightful recounting of Anne
Fiser’s experience of how she
first landed on these shores as
a young woman with no knowl-
edge of the English language,
and how horrified she was at
not being able to find Evian or
pâte anywhere. She did find the
SGI though, and after sur-
mounting numerous obstacles,

she was able to show tremen-
dous actual proof of her prac-
tice and raise a wonderful fam-
ily. Her adult children now
practice, as does her mother
who was in the audience.

A study presentation on our
“true identity” by Simone White
and Chantal Cangi was followed
by a rendering of President
Ikeda’s poem “The Sun of Jiyu”
translated into French. LA/
Coastal Region Women’s Leader
Melanie Merians closed this very
spirited reunion by using the
words of the French anthem 
“Allons les Citoyens” to exhort
everyone to rush to the Gohon-
zon rather than to the barricades.

It was evident from the high
energy dialogue afterwards that
the guests were determined to

French-Speaking Members Meet
Photo by JEAN PRITCHARD

Commemorative photo taken in the courtyard of the Los Angeles Friendship
Center, May 14.



S
GI President Ikeda
joined many Nobel
peace laureates and
world figures in sign-

ing an appeal for nuclear disar-
mament sponsored by the Nu-
clear Age Peace Foundation.
Published by the NAPF in the
April 24 New York Times, the
appeal coincided with the Nu-
clear Non-Proliferation Treaty
2000 Review Conference held
at the U.N. Headquarters.

“Ten years have now passed
since the end of the Cold War,
and yet nuclear weapons con-
tinue to cloud humanity’s fu-
ture,” the appeal reads. “The
only way to assure that nuclear
weapons will not be used again
is to abolish them.”

The signatories then outline
five steps that they feel the
leaders of nations need to take:
1) Commence good faith ne-
gotiations to achieve a Nuclear
Weapons Convention requir-
ing the phased elimination of

all nuclear weapons, with pro-
visions for effective verifica-
tion and enforcement; 2) De-
alert all nuclear weapons, and
de-couple all nuclear warheads
from their delivery vehicles; 3)
Declare policies of No First
Use of nuclear weapons
against other nuclear weapons
states and policies of No Use
against non-nuclear weapons
states; 4) Ratify the Compre-
hensive Test Ban Treaty and
reaffirm commitments to the
1972 Anti-Ballistic Missile
Treaty; and 5) Reallocate re-
sources from the tens of bil-
lions of dollars currently being
spent for maintaining nuclear
arsenals to improving human
health, education and welfare
throughout the world.

To view the entire “End the Nu-
clear Weapons Threat to Human-
ity!” appeal and a list of the sig-
natories, visit the NAPF’s Web
site, www.wagingpeace.org.

WT

saying that true happiness means
to create hope even when it does
not exist. He encouraged all the
students to establish hope in their
lives, emphasizing the impor-
tance of maintaining the deter-
mination to keep pressing toward
peace, hope and victory, no mat-
ter how bleak the situation may
seem. Advance with an invinci-
ble spirit and live a life of value-
creation, the SGI leader urged.

In Dr. Krieger’s congratula-
tory speech, he asked the stu-
dents to work to realize second
Soka Gakkai president Josei
Toda’s and President Ikeda’s
ideal of a world without war,
voicing his confidence that they
had the ability to do so. He re-
ferred to Mr. Toda’s 1957 “Dec-
laration for the Abolition of Nu-
clear Weapons,” in which
President Toda asked the youth
to take the lead in creating a bet-
ter world.

When the Earth is viewed
from outer space, Dr. Krieger
continued, it becomes apparent
that national borders exist only
on maps and in the minds of
human beings. The truth, he said,
is that the world is one, and we
are all one people.

But this is not what we have
been taught in school, he ex-
plained. We have been educated
to be loyal to one country, as cit-
izens of that one country, which
constitutes only a small frac-
tion of the whole planet. Such
education for the purpose of
benefiting the nation, not all hu-
mankind, does not unite, but di-
vides, Dr. Krieger said. In order
to become global citizens, indi-
viduals need to be reeducated,

MAY 26, 2000 • WORLD TRIBUNE 7

World Figures Sign
Disarmament
Appeal

Courtesy of SEIKYO PRESS

Nuclear Age Peace Foundation President David Krieger presents the NAPF’s
World Citizen Award to SGI President Ikeda, and bestows the title of Peace
Ambassador upon Mrs. Kaneko Ikeda, March 16, at a joint graduation cere-
mony for the Soka Elementary School and the Soka junior and senior high
schools of Tokyo and Osaka.

SGI President Ikeda signed the Nuclear Age Peace Foundation’s appeal for
nuclear disarmament, which appeared as an advertisement in the April 24
‘New York Times.’ ‘Ten years have now passed since the end of the Cold War,
and yet nuclear weapons continue to cloud humanity’s future,’ the appeal
reads. ‘The only way to assure that nuclear weapons will not be used again is
to abolish them.’

Receiving the NAPF’s
World Citizen Award,
SGI President Ikeda
says that a world
citizen is someone
with the willingness
to learn from the
world, someone who
makes efforts for and
works on behalf of
society.

T
he Nuclear Age Peace
Foundation on March
16 conferred its 1999
World Citizen Award

upon SGI President Ikeda, and
bestowed the title of Peace Am-
bassador upon Mrs. Kaneko
Ikeda. The conferment cere-
mony was held in Tokyo at a
joint graduation ceremony for
the Soka Elementary School and
the Soka junior and senior high
schools of Tokyo and Osaka.

In his acceptance speech,
President Ikeda thanked NAPF
President David Krieger, who
was in attendance, for bestow-
ing such honors on him and his
wife. President Ikeda stated
their determination to continue
their efforts for peace, opening
the way forward for the students
of the Soka Schools and the
youth of the world.

He went on to explain that,
for him, a world citizen is some-
one with a willingness to learn
from the world, someone who
makes efforts for and works on
behalf of society. In any age, he
added, a person who takes ac-
tion and champions justice will
have a great presence, naturally
becoming the target of envy and
persecution by those in posi-
tions of authority. We see proof
of this throughout history —
this may be the fate of those with
a global perspective, he said.

The SGI leader mentioned
that Dr. Krieger has suffered
much criticism in his struggle
against nuclear weapons and
war. During his youth, Dr.
Krieger opposed the Vietnam
War and refused to enlist in the
army, inviting harsh criticism.
However, with his wife Carolee’s
support, Dr. Krieger has stayed
true to his convictions, the SGI
leader stated. (Mrs. Krieger also
attended this event.)

President Ikeda concluded by

Nuclear Age Peace
Foundation Honors SGI
President and Mrs. Ikeda

coming to understand their in-
herent rights as human beings. 

Dr. Krieger said that the SGI
leader was chosen as the recip-
ient of the foundation’s World
Citizen Award, which has pre-
viously been presented to CNN
founder Ted Turner, in recogni-
tion of his life as a world citizen
and the SGI’s gathering of more
than 13 million signatures in a
petition to abolish nuclear
weapons. Dr. Krieger explained
that the SGI president has trav-
eled around the globe, tran-
scending borders and holding
dialogues with world leaders,
opening the door to mutual un-
derstanding. Further com-
mending President Ikeda, Dr.
Krieger said that the SGI leader
has planted and carefully nur-
tured the seeds of peace and
worked to create a future in
which all people can live with
human dignity.

The title of Peace Ambas-
sador, meanwhile, praises Mrs.
Ikeda for her contributions in
“creating a world community
based on international law, jus-
tice and human dignity.” Previ-
ous recipients of this award in-
clude former U.N. secretary-
general Boutros-Boutros Ghali,
former president Jimmy Carter,
Czech President Vaclav Havel
and President Ikeda, who re-
ceived this honor in 1997. 

NAPF is a Santa Barbara,
Calif.-based international edu-
cation and advocacy organiza-
tion that focuses on issues of
international peace and secu-
rity. It is also a nongovernmen-
tal organization affiliated with
the United Nations.   WT



BY HELEN MARIE CASEY
BOSTON RESEARCH CENTER

T
he setting was a uni-
versity campus in
Austin, Texas. Mem-
bers of the Peace Stud-

ies Association (PSA) and the
Consortium of Peace Research,
Education, and Development
(COPRED) were assembling for
their annual meeting at the Uni-
versity of Texas. Working to-
gether, conference chair Lester
Kurtz and Boston Research
Center staff Amy Morgante or-
ganized as the culminating ses-
sion of the conference a plenary
panel, “Religions Building Cul-
tures of Peace.” They asked pan-
elists to consider the question,
“How does one translate reli-
gious teachings and theory into
the action of peacework?” 

With the Boston Research
Center’s newest book, Buddhist
Peacework: Creating Cultures
of Peace (Wisdom 2000), as a
starting point, the four panelists,
all of whom have devoted their
adult lives to the achievement of
world peace, set to the task of
sharing insights and experi-
ences that have made a differ-
ence. Global futurist, author,
and lecturer Linda Groff, a pro-
fessor of political science and
future studies at California State
University, spoke of the need to
deal with human rights, social
justice, the environment and in-
tercultural learning in our ac-
tivities for peace. Dialogue on
how we can unite has intensi-
fied, she said, due to the influ-
ence of the Internet, the global
economy and a new focus on di-
versity. People are understand-
ing, she underscored, “that we
need to reach out and connect
with each other.” 

Speaking of the importance
of interfaith dialogue, she sum-
marized some of the operative
principles in the global inter-
faith dialogues now occurring:
no one is making an effort to
convert anyone else; there is no
hidden agenda of creating a sin-
gle world religion; no one
usurps the right of any individ-
uals to speak for their own reli-
gions; we enrich our own lives
by being sensitive to other reli-
gions; and one of the ways we
can exhibit respect for other re-
ligions is by honoring the fes-
tivities of different religions. 

Lester Kurtz, professor of so-
ciology and Asian studies at the
University of Texas at Austin,
spoke of the doubts so many peo-
ple continue to have about the
actual efficacy of nonviolent ac-

tion. Yet, he said, citing the over-
throw of the Marcos regime in
the Philippines, it was the actions
of people of faith who came to-
gether in peaceful protest that ac-
complished the ouster of Mar-
cos. They fasted. They prayed.
They provided training in nonvi-
olent action. Then, employing
nonviolent methods, it took four
days for what had started in the
churches to culminate in success.
Marcos was out.

The answer, he continued,
to whether we are teaching vi-
olence or peace is found in the
way we teach one another what
to do to solve problems. There
are extraordinary institutional
resources in faith traditions,
he asserted, indicating that the
infrastructure for social
change already exists in reli-
gious traditions.

David Chappell, co-founder
of the Society for Buddhist-
Christian Studies and editor of
Buddhist Peacework, began his
remarks with a riddle: “When
can you see the farthest?” Par-
ticipants guessed, “When you
come to Texas,” and “From an
airplane on a clear day.” The an-
swer, Professor Chappell said, is
at night “because then you can
see the stars.” This riddle reflects
a fundamental truth, namely,
when life is darkest, when we
think we have lost everything,
then we discover those things
that we can never lose.

The Buddha left home,
David Chappell explained, and
distanced himself from society
in order to see those deeper
truths that are normally hidden
from our eyes and that can
never be lost. But having gained
the assurance of these deeper
truths, he returned to society
and made a point of meeting
people from many social strata.
“He was deeply engaged in so-
ciety,” Dr. Chappell explained.
Even though the Buddha said
that the way to get peace is to be
free of greed, hatred and igno-
rance, his social message em-
phasized kindness. In English,
kinship is at the root of kind-
ness, which is not just an emo-
tion: “We will not evoke kind-
ness until we see how we are kin
with everyone else.” To make
peace, he emphasized, we must
see our interconnectedness. 

“Universal consensus-mak-
ing is the principle of Buddhist
social peace activity,” noted
Chappell, the graduate chair of
the Department of Religion at
the University of Hawaii. The
Buddha’s consensus-making ap-
proach is one where individuals

meet regularly and
frequently, always
assemble in har-
mony, meet in 
harmony, and
leave in harmony.
This requires, the
author observed,
“a lot of listening
to know where
people are coming
from based on
their personal 
experiences.” 

Ela Gandhi, 
a member of the
African National
Congress in the
South African
P a r l i a m e n t ,
shared successful peace-
making strategies. As a means
of opposing apartheid, she ex-
plained, religions in South
Africa organized and planned
many activities to learn how to
work together. Out of this in-
terfaith networking, groups
like the Detainees’Support Or-
ganization were formed. The
organization disseminated in-
formation and helped to gain
some access to prisoners to pre-
vent murders for which no one
would be held accountable.
Later, the interfaith organiza-
tions went on to form the Cri-
sis Network support families
that were being victimized and
to conduct night vigils to
protest the atrocities of the
apartheid government. The in-
terfaith culture that was estab-
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What Part Do Religions Play in Building Cultures of Peace?

lished helped to bring about re-
forms that have now been in-
corporated into the constitu-
tion. In addition, an outgrowth
of the interfaith activity has
been the production of a book,
Epochal Transformation,
which is a statement on the
moral renewal of the nation.

The granddaughter of Ma-
hatma Gandhi reflected on her
grandfather’s religious insights.
His association with Christians
and Muslims in South Africa
caused Gandhi to examine the
Bible and the Koran more thor-
oughly than he had ever done be-
fore. He maintained that each of
us should know about our own
religion and also know what
other religions are saying.
Speaking of her own girlhood,
Ela Gandhi said that “in my

Panelists (l–r) Virginia Straus, Linda Groff, Lester Kurtz, David Chappell and Ela Gandhi
address the question ‘How does one translate religious teachings and theory into the action
of peacework?’
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home we had interfaith prayer
daily, so we always respected all
traditions. There is no contradic-
tion among them.” The South
African interfaith movement has
developed out of this kind of pro-
found interfaith understanding.

Virginia Straus, moderator
of the plenary panel, urged par-
ticipants to sign Manifesto
2000, a pledge to work toward
a culture of peace and nonvio-
lence. The document was
drafted by a group of Nobel
Peace Prize laureates and is
being circulated by UNESCO.
Due to the wide scope of this
campaign — a goal of 100 mil-
lion signatures worldwide —
UNESCO is encouraging
everyone to sign MANIFESTO
2000 on line at www.UN-
ESCO.org/manifesto2000.  WT
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on that topic and related topics
such as anger and nonviolence
for distribution and purchase.

The idea for the workshop
came about after Ms. Stephens
attended several workshops
sponsored by OPI. Both she and
Ms. Stenson wanted to give SGI
members an opportunity to
learn some new techniques that
would enable them to deal with
conflict more effectively.

Ms. Stephens, who is also an
artist, incorporated several ex-
ercises that involved drawing in
the workshop. In one exercise,
the participants were told to
draw their conflicts on large
sheets of paper. After the draw-
ings were complete, each par-
ticipant paired up with a partner

BY AL ALBERGATE
SGI-USA DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY RELATIONS

Active interest by SGI
members in the Earth
Charter movement con-

tinues into a fourth year and
may even be growing here in
the United States and around
the world. 

The final version of the 16-
principle charter was approved
by the Earth Charter Commis-
sion at a meeting in Paris in
March. This provided members
with material to continue the
campaign of education and
awareness as Earth Day 2000
approached on April 22. 

The charter sets forth funda-
mental principles to guide us to-
ward a secure and sustainable
level of existence. Although orig-
inally conceived out of concern
for the destruction of the natural
environment, the charter also
deals with broader issues such as
social and economic justice, the
health of women and children,

rights of indigenous peoples,
democracy, education, nonvi-
olence and peace. In short,
the charter attempts to take
a broad and balanced view
of what is necessary to
sustain healthy life
on this planet.

Bolstered by SGI President
Daisaku Ikeda’s support for the
Earth Charter process in three
successive peace proposals
(1997–99), SGI-USA members

had sponsored more than 35
meetings, involving nearly
2,000 participants, up until this
year. Many were inspired by the
opportunity to provide input on
the language of the charter to
the international drafting com-
mittee. During the same period,
the Boston Research Center for
the 21st Century sponsored
Earth Charter- and ecology-
related seminars, as well as
publishing three books on the
subject. SGI-USA also has a
representative on the Earth
Charter USA National Net-
work, the coordinating group
for the United States.

Armed with the f inalized
version, some members took
the opportunity to kick off an-
other round of education by
using the Earth Charter at their

and attempted to decipher the
other’s drawing, i.e., conflict.
Later, participants who had the
desire to do so had the oppor-
tunity to share their drawings
and their reactions to the exer-
cise with the rest of the group.

Everyone seemed to thor-
oughly enjoy the exercises,
and although not everyone in
the room knew each other
well, there was a pervading
feeling of warmth and cama-
raderie by the end of the work-
shop. One participant said that
“the workshop made me real-
ize that others perceive things
differently than I. I was
floored with the positive feel-
ings this created in me and the
rest of the group.”

BY LEAH STENSON
PORTLAND, ORE., CORRESPONDENT

On March 4, nearly 20
members from all four
divisions of the SGI-

USA membership in Portland,
Ore., turned out at their com-
munity center for a conflict res-
olution workshop facilitated by
Karen (Gila) Stephens, a grad-
uate student at Portland State
University who is doing her
master’s thesis in education on
conflict resolution. Leah Sten-
son, off ice manager for the
Oregon Peace Institute, spoke
about the mission of the peace
institute, a nonprofit organiza-
tion that promotes conflict res-
olution, and provided resources

In the process of examining
their conflicts, the participants
had not only learned some new

SGI-USA members (l–r) Al Albergate, Anne Porowski and Leanne Smith
Nurse participate in the Earth Charter USA 2nd Annual National
Conference, April 20–22, in Alexandria, Va.

Photos by AL ALBERGATE

The Capitol looms behind the stage from which speakers and entertainers
try to warm up the crowd gathered on a cool spring day on the Washington
Mall for Earth Day 2000 activities.

techniques and perspectives for
dealing with conflict — they had
also made some new friends.  WT

Portland, Ore., Members Hold Conflict Resolution Workshop
Photo by LEAH STENSON

A conflict resolution workshop is held at the Portland Community Center.

discussion meetings in April
and beyond. Although re-

ports are still coming in, it
is known that meetings
were held in Florida,
Oregon, Minnesota,
California and Iowa.

At the same time,

three SGI-USA members (see
photo, below left) were attending
the Earth Charter USA 2nd An-
nual National Conference, April
20–22, in Alexandria, Va. There

at least two reports were made
about our members’efforts.

A recently released interna-
tional Earth Charter status re-
port further recognizes the ac-
tivities of SGI members in their
communities in Uruguay, Hol-
land, South Korea, the Philip-
pines, Hong Kong, Thailand,
Malaysia and Singapore.

The final paragraph of the
charter perhaps best sums up
the goal of the above-men-
tioned efforts to pursue dia-
logue: “Let ours be a time re-
membered for the awakening
of a new reverence for life, the
firm resolve to achieve sus-
tainability, the quickening of
the struggle for justice and
peace, and the joyful celebra-
tion of life.” 

To read the entire charter and
background information, go to
www.sgi-usa.org; www.earth-
charter.org or www.earthchar-
terusa.org; or contact Al Al-
bergate at (310) 260-8958. 

WTHuge balloon representing the Earth is tethered to the Washington, D.C., Mall in midst of the 30th annual Earth Day
2000 festivities.

Earth Charter Update
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ing the danger of conflict
among ethnic groups within
and between countries. Nonvi-
olent intervention and peace-
making are not yet sufficiently
developed instruments to be ef-
fective in settling disputes. At
the same time, specters of
hunger, destitution, forced mi-
gration, ethnic cleansing and
homelessness haunt even ad-
vanced nations. The new cen-
tury dawns with limited
prospects on the horizon for
achieving a truly peaceful and
cooperative international order.
The Toda Institute hopes to con-
tribute toward building a prac-
tical and durable world peace in
the 21st century. 

“A Planet Earth torn by the
rancor and discord of us and
them cannot survive under the
emerging conditions of global
markets and communications,”
says Professor Tehranian. “The
challenge before the Toda In-
stitute and all of us is to face
these realities and engage in a
genuine effort to build some
lasting bridges of international
dialogue and understanding. It
is possible to live in peace, as
Gandhi constantly reminded us,
if we understand.”  

For more information regard-
ing the Institute’s events and
publications, please visit its
Website at www.toda.org. 

WT

The Institute brings peace re-
searchers, policymakers and
community activists into com-
munication and collaboration
on selected projects in conflict
resolution. In an effort to in-
corporate research into policy,
planning and implementation
processes, the Institute fosters
dialogue among all three types
of stakeholders by bringing
them into collaborative, learn-
ing communities. 

Based on its motto of “Dia-
logue of Civilizations for World
Citizenship,” the institute has
sponsored conferences in Iran,
the United Kingdom, Australia,
South Africa, Northern Ireland,
Germany, Turkey, the United
States and Japan over the past
two years. These conferences
bring together the world’s fore-
most thinkers and activists in a
variety of fields in an effort to
produce research, publications
and recommendations that can
contribute to the resolution of
world conflicts.

In addition to Peace and Pol-
icy, the Institute’s journal, a book
series resulting from confer-
ences on the theme “Human Se-
curity and Global Governance”
has reached four volumes.

Josei Toda was a staunch
anti-militarist whose uncom-
promising declaration against
nuclear weapons in 1957 be-
came and remains the driving
force for peace, justice and ed-
ucation in the Soka Gakkai’s in-
ternational movement. The In-
stitute works toward what Toda
called “global citizenship.” 

President Ikeda, in a dialogue

with Majid Tehranian, director
of the Institute and a professor at
the University of Hawaii, said:
“Our [SGI] movement focuses
on the promotion of peace, cul-
ture and education based on
Buddhism. To encourage cul-
tural exchange, I founded the
Min-On Concert Association
and the Tokyo Fuji Art Museum.
To promote education, I founded
Soka University, the Soka Ju-
nior and Senior High Schools
and a number of other educa-
tional institutions. With the es-
tablishment of the Toda Insti-
tute, I can now say we have a
firm foundation in each area of
peace, culture and education.”

The Institute serves the prin-
ciples for which Toda stood;
protection of all human life,
safeguarding all of the natural
environment and harmonious
development of all human com-
munities. In the new millen-
nium, many new as well as old
problems and conflicts plague
the world. The end of the Cold
War resolved some conflicts
but unleashed others. Despite
efforts of the United Nations
and others, testing and prolifer-
ation of nuclear, biological, and
chemical weapons continue.
The arms trade has taken on
new dimensions. Military ex-
penditures, even among poorer
nations, have increased. The
arms race has now spread to all
regions of the world, augment-

BY JAMIE LIPTAN
STAFF WRITER

T
he Toda Institute for
Global Peace and Pol-
icy Research is a new
kind of institute for a

new kind of world, a world en-
dowed with expanding chan-
nels of communication yet
sorely in need of dialogue.
Founded by SGI President
Daisaku Ikeda on Feb. 11, 1996,
the Institute honors the life and
work of the second Soka
Gakkai president, Josei Toda. 

The Toda Institute is an in-

dependent, nonpartisan and
nonprofit organization com-
mitted to the pursuit of peace
through peaceful means and a
complete abolition of war. In
cooperation with other peace
organizations that resist injus-
tice and resolve conflict, the In-
stitute aims at maximizing the
efforts of peaceful people of all
colors and creeds everywhere.
In helping to promote peace ini-
tiatives at national, regional and
international levels, the Insti-
tute encourages and proposes
concrete strategies that can be
translated into action.

THE TODA INSTITUTE FOR GLOBAL PEACE AND POLICY RESEARCH

Dialogue of Civilizations for World Citizenship
Photos courtesy of SEIKYO PRESS

Toda Institute Director Majid Tehranian meets with SGI President Ikeda in
Tokyo, Feb. 19, 1996.

Participants of the ‘Dialogue of Civilizations: A New Peace Agenda for a New Millennium’ conference in Okinawa,
Japan, on Feb. 11.

Editor’s note: Each month the last issue of theWorld Tribune
will focus on the SGI’s activities for education, peace and cul-
ture. Some of our regular series, like “The New Human Revo-
lution,” will not appear. We hope that you will find this special
issue refreshing and that it will appeal to our growing interna-
tional readership.

Participants take a commemorative photo at the 1997 Human Security and
Global Governance Conference at Taplow Court in the United Kingdom.

The Toda Institute for Global Peace and
Policy Research aims to build lasting
bridges of international dialogue and
understanding.
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international.
My opinion is that society in

general recognizes that we don’t
need this type of weapon. That’s
where we need to start — from the
grassroots. Everyone needs to say:
“We don’t need this kind of thing.
We can live in peace.” And the way
to get there is to create a new gen-
eration of peace builders.

Young people can take actions
in their everyday lives — very sim-
ple actions — that will enable them
to take peace leadership. They can
become more active in conflict me-
diation, more active in peace build-
ing on a local level. That tiny drop
in the pond sends out the ripple,
and the ripple will, in my opinion,
enable us to ensure that our world
is more peaceful and eventually
free of nuclear weapons.

Farr: With all of your social in-
volvement, I am sure that you and
your brother have experienced
many obstacles. What was the worst
one? How did you overcome it?

Kielburger: Our worst obstacles
have been adults, to be perfectly
honest with you. Some adults be-
lieve that young people should not
be active decision-makers in society,
and it’s hard to break down that idea.

There are a lot of adults out there
who say: “OK, young people, who’s
pushing you? Who’s behind you?
You must have a secret agenda.”
And we say, “We don’t, actually.”

The way they figure it is that
just because we’re doing some-
thing good means that we’re being
pushed by a political agenda. That
makes me upset. Just because

Working Together As Young People
Marc Kielburger, 23, is the direc-
tor of Free the Children USA’s na-
tional and international programs.
Jeff Farr, World Tribune associate
editor, talked with him about how
to inspire young people to take
leadership in peace at the Nuclear
Age Peace Foundation in Santa
Barbara, Calif., April 15.

Jeff Farr: You and your younger
brother, Craig, have created an in-
credible movement called Free the
Children, based on the principle of
children saving children. When I
was reading your brother’s book,
Free the Children, something that
struck me was how he calls you his
mentor. I think that it’s important
for youth to mentor youth — this
is one of our focuses in the SGI,
the Buddhist organization that I’m
involved with. Based on your ex-
perience, what do you think are
the most important ways that
young people can mentor other
young people?

Marc Kielburger: It starts with
our profound sense of responsibil-
ity to ensure that the next genera-
tion of young people are youth
peacemakers, that young people
are concerned about human rights
and are socially involved.

The basis of Free the Children
is twofold: We free children from
child labor, and we help free kids
from the idea that they can’t do
anything in society, that they’re
powerless. The way that we do that
is through mentoring.

We now have 100,000 members
in 27 countries, but the key is that
these young people need to be a
team. And then we have older
youth who are not “members,” but
are extremely involved in the men-
torship aspect.

Basically, they help coach
young people in the areas of pub-
lic speaking, awareness, leadership
skills, getting involved in issues,
inspiring others and running meet-
ings. All of these are skills that
older youth may have more expe-
rience with, but younger youth
need to have.

Young people can raise young
people because they are the ones
who can relate to them. An adult
standing up saying, “You know,
when I was your age, I walked up-
hill both ways”— those kinds of
things — is not effective. That’s the
old paradigm.

The new paradigm is young
people saying: “Look, I’ve been
able to do this. I’ve learned this. I
don’t have all the answers, but I
know that I can make a difference,
because I’ve done it. What I want
to do is ensure that you guys have
the power, ability and confidence
to achieve the goals that you have
set as well.”

The results can be phenomenal

with this kind of dialogue, be-
cause there is a sense in the
younger people of “Wow, some-
body a little bit older than I am has
done it — this is where I want to
be in my life. Let me follow my
peer.” This is different from “Let
me follow this adult. Let me fol-
low my teacher.” Not to say that
the latter is necessarily wrong or
negative. It’s different.

As young people, we want to
look cool. We want to be hanging
out with the young people, as well
as the cool crowd. Who better re-
lates to other young people than
young people themselves?

Farr: Both you and your brother
have a strong determination to fight
injustice. This is so encouraging to
see in young people. How can we
instill in more young people a sense
of justice — plus the confidence
that they can achieve justice?

Kielburger:First, adults have to be-
lieve in the power of youth. If adults
dismiss young people and think that
they should be seen and not heard,
or heard and not seen, that’s the old
paradigm. The new idea is adults
believing that they can create an in-
tergenerational dialogue.

Second, again, is mentorship.
We think that maybe once a month
in the schools, we can highlight
heroes like Martin Luther King Jr.,
like Mother Theresa. And also
local heroes, like the baseball
coach, like the Boy Scouts leader.
It’s important for parents to instill
in their children the idea that you
don’t have to be a head of state to
be a leader. You don’t have to be
leading an organization with 17
million members. You can be a
leader in your own right.

Third, it is most important to
identify young people’s gifts.
Every young person has a gift. My
brother is very well versed in pub-
lic speaking, for instance, but other
young people are very good at or-
ganizing. Others are very good in
art. And others are extremely good
in sports. It is necessary to ensure
that young people are aware of
their gifts, that they know that they
are special, that they are unique.
They need to have a sense of self-
confidence and self-respect based
on those gifts.

Young people are always told
no. “Don’t talk to strangers.”
“Don’t do drugs.”

How often are young people told
yes? “Yes, you’re unique.” “Yes,
you’re amazing.” “Yes, you’re spe-
cial.” “Yes, you can achieve the
things that you want to.” That pos-
itive reinforcement, even though it
sounds so basic, is so key.

My brother and I are working
on a book called A Generation
Stuck on Fastforward: How to In-
spire a New Generation of Young

People. It’s a guide for Boy Scouts
leaders, parents, adults, teachers,
educators — anybody who works
with young people — on how to
inspire a new generation of lead-
ers. There are a million books out
there written by psychologists,
and they probably are very au-
thoritative in all of the theories.
But it’s different when you are
working with young people on a
day-to-day cycle. And it’s different
if you are able to do it.

I’m not trying to pat myself on
the back, but we’ve been able to in-
spire a generation of young people
to free the children. You guys have
been able to inspire a generation of
young people through the SGI. The
tools that you guys have used and
the tools that we have used are
amazing and should be shared.

Farr: Now you are involved with
the Nuclear Age Peace Foundation,
too. Why do you feel that young
people should take responsibility
for the nuclear weapons issue?

Kielburger: I feel that this issue is
extremely pressing. I work on the
issue of children, but of course if
we have a nuclear holocaust, the
whole of humanity — our entire
future — will be eliminated. The
children are our future, so it really
is all tied into this web.

I feel that young people can get
involved in a number of ways. It’s
important for us to understand the
issue and to do research on it. We
have to become peace leaders and
peace builders on a local, national
and international level. After all,
the situation of nuclear weapons is

we’re young people does not mean
that we shouldn’t have the power to
influence positive change. We
change their minds through show-
ing them what we can do. We don’t
necessarily sit down with them and
talk to them until we’re blue in the
face. We change their mind
through action.

Basically, we say: “Look, we
could spend an hour sitting here
talking to you or spend an hour
talking to 100 young people in a
school gymnasium. Those 100
young people then can go on a
fundraiser and build a school in a
place like Nicaragua. That school
can provide an education for 40
children. Those 40 children can
break the cycle of poverty.”

I’m not going to sit there and
beg people to believe that I’m try-
ing to influence positive change.
I’d rather just go around and do it.
If they want to see what we’re
doing — wow, that’s great! If not,
we’ll eventually impact their com-
munity and their lives. Young peo-
ple will show them that we’re 
actually doing what we want to do.

Of course, it’s always challeng-
ing for young people to work to-
gether — especially young people
from around the world. I’m just
kind of realizing that my way of
doing things isn’t the international
way of doing things. And in order
for us to actually have an interna-
tional movement and an interna-
tional impact, we need to have an
international point of view and
consciousness. But the best thing
that we think to do is continue to
work together as young people and
to stay focused.  WT

Photo courtesy of FREE THE CHILDREN

Marc Kielburger (left) and his brother, Craig, are founders of Free the Children, a movement based on the principle
of children saving children.
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Moon Over Miyazaki
A

n anticipated moonrise.
A mirror-like silver orb
floats in a rose-colored
sky above a blue horizon.

I stand near my camera tripod
by the main building of the
Miyazaki Training Center. My
wife has pointed beyond the sil-
houetted palm fronds and said to
me, “Look, it’s risen!”

There it is, the moon, regard-
ing us with its smiling gaze. It
slices across the flagpole bear-
ing the SGI tricolor flag, moving
upward and to the right as it aims
for mid heaven, tracing its sil-
ver-white orbit through the twi-
light. Its light increases, show-
ering the Earth in its delicate
white glow. 

The scene of the celestial play
gradually shifts from a dazzling
drama of sunlight and heat to a
stately garden of cool serenity. 

The Tale of the Bamboo
Princess tells of a capital on the
moon, a wonderland basking in
the light of love and compassion. 

To the moon I call out: “God
of the moon! May you watch
over my friends around the
world for another night! Gently
illuminate the footsteps of those
who day and night walk our
noble path! Please give peace to

all people whose hearts are
aching.” 

With this, I snap the shutter. I
want to imprint in the scrapbook
of eternity the image that is mo-
mentarily reflected in my heart. 

It was March 1, 1999, the
night before the full moon. Still
waxing, the yet incomplete disk
was a divine display of “imper-
fect perfection.”

I had flown to Miyazaki from
Okinawa by small plane three
days before. My first visit to
Miyazaki Prefecture in eight
years was also my first to the is-
land of Kyushu — of which the
prefecture is part — in four-
and-a-half years. Much time
had passed. 

When I arrived at the training
center, I immediately joined some
fellow members for a walk in the
garden amid a light drizzle. 

In one corner of the garden, I
noticed some elderly people,
members of the group of volun-
teers who assist with the gar-
dening and upkeep of the facil-
ity’s grounds. I told them:
“Please take good care of your-
selves and don’t catch cold. You
are most important to me.
Please live long.” They had long
been supporting the training

The moon at twilight in Miyazaki, Japan. Mr. Ikeda’s first published photograph was that of the moon from this vantage point in Miyazaki, taken in 1970.

center, working steadily and in-
conspicuously. 

It is always my desire to ex-
press deep gratitude and respect
to those who work and toil be-
hind the scenes, more so even
than to those who work in the
limelight.  That is why I wanted
to take a picture of the moon.
The moon is like a mirror, clear
and pure. The sun and the moon
are like the two eyes of the heav-
ens, observing all. The great
moon-god sends its light into
peoples hearts, a symbol of the
Buddhist principle of “incon-
spicuous observation”— that
the law of causality records all
our thoughts and actions.  

The moon calls out to all on
Earth: “Are you living with a
broad mind and an open heart?”
“Are you kind?” “Are you being
true to yourself, walking the cor-
rect path?” Though no one may
be watching, the moon knows
these things, for it dwells also in
the firmament of our hearts. 

The moon is like a ship that fer-
ries our spirit to the heavens. Its
pristine light sooths and purifies
hearts tired from a day’s work. It
invites us into its sublime, cool
serenity, beyond the reach of au-
thority, vanity or greed. 

How often since my youth
have I received silent encourage-
ment from the elegant yet stern
light of the moon? It has inspired
me to work by day with the energy
of the sun, and to reflect by the
moonlight at night upon my self
and my humanity. It has encour-
aged me to consider the wonder
of my existence here and now set
amid eternity and the limitless
vastness of space. 

And so, at five that evening, I
stood before my tripod awaiting
the moonrise. The Kyushu Ex-
ecutive Conference was soon to
begin; everyone was waiting.
There were manuscripts I had to
complete. Despite this, I wanted
to seize the moment and con-
verse with the moon; through the
moon, I wanted to communicate
my thoughts to my many friends. 

Palm fronds wave gently as the
SGI tricolor flutters in the spring
breeze of this southern province.
Once called “Hyuga,” or “sun-
facing,” it is a mythological land
of the sun. Beneath the moon the
blue Pacific rolls and roars as it
has since time immemorial.

While spring comes as it has
since antiquity, and the moon
rises today as always, the human
world is constantly changing. In

each age, people sing, plead,
laugh and cry. The moon
watches serenely over the frail
impermanence of people’s lives.
Transcending time and distance,
unperturbed by clouds of confu-
sion or winds of change, the en-
lightened moon moves quietly
and intently along its orbit in the
heavens. Sometimes gentle,
sometimes cold and aloof. At
times, it is the compassionate
white light of the cosmos, em-
bracing all living things. At oth-
ers, it is a lightning bolt of
causality, the strict light of the
Law permeating the three thou-
sand realms of life. 

Gazing at this palace of light,
my mind seems to extend and dis-
appear into space; my life, now
enfolded by the cosmos, struggles
to return the embrace. I once again
call to the moon: “From your high
place in the origin of time, please
illuminate us on Earth! Shine your
light of philosophy upon the trou-
bled and wandering human race!
May you shed your golden light
on the future of my friends,
princes and princesses of the cos-
mos, who are everywhere emerg-
ing from the earth!”

Twelfth in a series 
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