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Make Your Life a Beacon

Courtesy of SEIKYO PRESS

SGI President Daisaku Ikeda

The following is SGI President
lkeda’s message that conveyed his
respect for and solidarity with the
participants of Millennium Sunday,
A Gathering of Spiritual Awareness,
held April 2 at the Martin Luther
King Jr. International Chapel at
Morehouse College in Atlanta.
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Dean Lawrence E. Carter, of the Martin Luther King Jr. International Chapel at Morehouse College in Atlanta, welcomes SGI-USA General
Director Danny Nagashima during the launching of the Gandhi Institute for Reconciliation at the college, April 2. Dean Carter, introduc-
ing SGI President Ikeda’s message for the occasion, said: ‘We have received an absolutely beautiful statement written by Daisaku Ikeda,
the founder of Soka University in Tokyo and Soka University of America in California. Please, when you get home, take the time to read his
millennium message to us. It is powerful, and it is timeless. We hope that sometime in the near future, he will be able to visit us. He is prob-
ably the world’s most outstanding champion of international peace.

SGI PRESIDENT IKEDA’S MESSAGE TO THE MILLENNIUM SERVICE 2000

o all of you attending this
Gathering of Spiritual Aware-
ness, please allow me to ex-
press, on behalf of the Soka
Gakkai International, my deepest re-
spect, praise and sense of solidarity.
In the course of your 45-year strug-
gle, since 1955, the birth of the civil
rights movement, you have shown the
world a powerful example of the vic-
tory of the spiritual over the material.
In a world filled with violence and
scheming, the struggle for nonviolence
led by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. has
proved that morality is capable of
transforming reality.
You have left behind a concrete ex-
ample, showing that human beings can
definitely solve the problems created

by human beings.

Yours is a precedent that will remain
vividly etched in the annals of history.

When Ms. Rosa Parks paid a visit to
the campus of Soka University of
America, [ had the wonderful oppor-
tunity to join her in singing “We Shall
Overcome.” And I had the precious
chance to speak with President Nelson
Mandela during one of his trips to
Japan about the principle that “justice
is the ultimate victor.” And today I
would be honored to seize this golden
opportunity to make a declaration to-
gether with all of you.

No matter how successful they may
appear, those who go against the tide
of humanity’s advancement toward
human rights will eventually fade like

the setting sun.

On the other hand, those who have
persevered in the face of hardship and
suffering, and have struggled against
oppression, will forever be showered in
the triumphant and joyous light of the
sunrise.

What is justice?

It is something only truly under-
stood by those who have been abused
and ostracized despite having com-
mitted no crime. It is you who know
what justice is.

What is truth?

It is known only to those who have
been besieged and pounded by the cun-
ning lie called violence.

It is you who know what truth is.

Simply because you sought equal

treatment as human beings and reached
outto help the oppressed, you have been
threatened, endangered and have expe-
rienced the loss of employment and
even the deaths of loved ones.

What is endurance? It is you who
know endurance. You have surpassed
the limits of ordinary endurance, per-
severing in the face of maltreatment,
and illuminated society’s night with the
brilliance of the spirit of nonviolence.

What is freedom? It is you who
know freedom. Those who have had
their freedom wrested away for crying
out against the lack of freedom truly
understand the value of freedom. They
can understand how tyrants, or a soci-
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ety in which information is con-
trolled by the privileged, can
even go so far as forcing people
to sing a false song of freedom.

Your 45 years of struggle
have inspired courage in minor-
ity groups everywhere. You have
given courage to indigenous
peoples around the world; to
women, long the victims of dis-
crimination; to activists oppos-
ing environmental pollution;
and to those striving for reform
in the universities.

You have instilled courage in
the promoters of African inde-
pendence. Your courage has also
contributed to the groundswell
of efforts for human rights
around the world, and you have
given courage to us in the SGI.

We of the SGI have advanced
thus far with the conviction that
“those who are most oppressed
must become the happiest.” The
Buddha Shakyamuni of India
tended the ill and the suffering,
and he called upon his disciples
to do the same. He taught them
thatto “to serve the ill, isto serve
the Buddha.” The essence of
Buddhism lies in working vol-
untarily to help the suffering.

Nichiren Daishonin, who
reawakened in Japan this spirit of
Shakyamuni, stated, “All the suf-
ferings of the people are without
exception Nichiren’s own suffer-
ings,” and “The sufferings of all
living beings are Nichiren’s own
sufferings.” Humankind is a sin-
gle living entity. When one indi-
vidual is wounded, the entire
body of humanity is wounded.
Humanity itself suffers the pain.
So long as there are people in this
world who are being treated in-
humanely, our own human rights
are being violated.

Those who look down on oth-
ers are destroying the dignity of
their own lives. The lack of this
understanding gives rise to dis-
crimination, war and poverty. All
these problems grow from the
same root.

Mathatma Ghandhi said that
religion which does not deeply
ponder real problems and work to
contribute to their solutions is not
religion at all. This is our view as
well. We also share Dr. King’s
perspective that religion funda-
mentally concerns itself with the
betterment of society. Religion
should involve itself with both
heaven and earth; with both the
problem of eternity, and the very
real concerns of society.

Photo by LUCY ESTEPHANOS

A nine-foot bronze plaque of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr’s ‘I Have a Dream’ speech is unveiled by Dr. Martin Luther
King I1I (left) and Mrs. Coretta Scott King (center). Pictured next to Mrs. King are Morehouse College President Walter
E. Massey, Mrs. Christine King Farris, sister of the late Martin Luther King Jr., Dr. Hugh M. Gloster, seventh president
of Morehouse College, emeritus (the Martin Luther King Jr. International Chapel at the college was built during his
presidency), and Dr. Lawrence E. Carter (far right), dean of the Chapel at Morehouse College.

‘Love the people! Live splendid lives!
Make your life a beacon that will illuminate
the darkness ahead. Build a guidepost
to mark the way for future generations!’

e of the SGI know all
‘ ’s / too well how a popular
movement with this

religious spirit will experience
oppression from those in power
who seek to protect the social
evils they have a stake in. The
Soka Gakkai’s first and second
presidents were imprisoned for
resisting Japan’s fascist govern-
ment during World War II. Sup-
porting this oppression were
corrupt priests who betrayed the
spirit of Buddhism. Our first
president died in prison as a re-
sult of such persecution. Our
second president emerged from
his two-year struggle as a pris-
oner and initiated a movement to
bring spiritual awareness to the
people of postwar Japan.

Today, April 2, marks the an-
niversary of the passing of my
mentor, our second president.
Like Dr. King, my mentor had a
dream. His dream, he stated, was
to “rid the world of misery.”

Editor’s note: Beginning with this issue of the World Tribune,
the last issue each month will focus on the SGIs activities for
education, culture and peace. Some of our regular series, like
“The New Human Revolution,” will not appear. We hope that
you will find this special issue refreshing and that it will appeal
to our growing international readership.

Throughout his life, my
mentor acted as the greatest ally
of the sick and the poor. Amid
the bitter divisions of the Cold
War, he advocated the ideal of
global citizenship and the abo-
lition of nuclear weapons. For
42 years since my mentor’s
passing, I have dedicated my
life to bringing his dream closer
to reality.

The esteemed campus of
Morehouse College is the place
where President Benjamin Mays
and Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
carved out a noble history to-
gether as mentor and disciple.

The ultimate and most glori-
ous of human relationships is
the relationship of spiritual suc-
cessors. Even animals have re-
lationships of parent and child.
There are animals that share
partnerships similar to mar-
riage, and even those that enjoy
friendships. However, the rela-
tionship of mentor and disci-
ple, of spiritual successors, ex-
ists only among human beings.

With this in mind, T ask that
you join me in transmitting a
message to our successors, our
children:

Have a dream! If you have a
dream you will someday ap-

proach that dream! Overcome
your obstacles and advance! You
have the energy and mission to
make the world a better place.
When you awaken to this fact,
your talents will fully blossom.
You will be surprised at how
strong you have become.

Let us share this with our
children:

Resistand oppose evil. Say an
emphatic ‘No’ to drugs, to vio-
lence, and to destructive temp-
tations. Only when you respect
and cherish yourselves, will you
gain the respect of others. Also,
only when you care for your-
selves can you care for others.

Children are envoys from the
future. To speak with children is
to talk with the future. Their
problems will be different from
those of our generation — they
may face problems we can’t
even begin to imagine. There-
fore, let us support them and
lend them a helping hand, so that
they may stand up and move for-
ward with courage.

And let us tell our children:

To witness evil and yet stand
silently by is to be an ally to evil.
To fail to do good yields the
same result as doing bad. Each
time you overlook evil, you

allow another malicious weed to
take root. To exclude others is vi-
olence. However, to ignore, dis-
regard, or show no interest in
challenging wickedness is an-
other form of violence.

And let us share this with our
children:

Don’t let your spiritrest! Give
expression to the empathy and
humanity you possess. Act!
Break loose from the restraints
of laziness and cowardice, and
begin something new. Only in
action is there growth of the
spirit. Only in growth of the
spirit does one find happiness.
Happiness can never be bought.

Let’s convey to our children:

You must never forget! —
never forget your predecessors
who held high the torch of hope
during the long, long night.

Never forget that your parents
have struggled for their parents,
who struggled and suffered be-
fore them; that they have strug-
gled for you, their children, and
for their grandchildren.

Let us teach our children:

‘What would make those who
came before you the happiest?

If you were to carry on their
struggle, to fight for the happi-
ness of future generations as they
have, to care for and serve those
who are suffering. When you do
80, you will begin to realize why
your predecessors were able to
hold their heads high and live
with pride despite being sur-
rounded by cruelty and lies.

You will then begin to under-
stand why they never gave up on
their dreams, no matter how
often they were betrayed. You
will begin to know why they
stood tall and kept marching
ahead, despite rocks being
thrown and guns being aimed at
them. You will realize that they
have done so to provide you with
a wonderful future!

And lastly, let us tell our
children:

Lovethe people! Live splendid
lives! Make your life a beacon
that will illuminate the darkness
ahead. Build a guidepost to mark
the way for future generations!

Pool your energies and abili-
ties to create the world of the
21st century, a world with no
murder, a society where no one
agonizes on account of being
overlooked and neglected!
Build a monument of achieve-
ment that glows with the light of
human fellowship!

Thank you very much for this
opportunity to share my
thoughts.

April 2, 2000

Daisaku Ikeda

President,

Soka Gakkai International
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BuUDDHISM IN DAILY LIFE

A series in which Buddhist terms are explained both in historical context and in their relevance to today’s world.

Who Is a Buddha?

o many, the image
conjured up by the
word Buddha is of an
otherworldly being,
calmly remote from the matters
of this world. Through medita-
tion he has attained the state of
“nirvana,” which will enable
him to escape this world and its
constant sufferings—the fruit
of human delusion and desire.

However, this image does not
reflect the truth about the life of
Shakyamuni, the founder of
Buddhism who lived in India
around 2,500 years ago. He was
a deeply compassionate man
who rejected the extremes of
both asceticism and attach-
ment, who was constantly in-
teracting with others and
wanted all people to share the
truth he had discovered.

The literal meaning of Bud-
dha is enlightened one. En-
lightenment is a fully awakened
state of vast wisdom through
which reality in all its com-
plexity can be fully understood

and enjoyed. Any human being
who is awakened to the funda-
mental truth about life can be
called a Buddha.

However, many schools of
Buddhism have taught that en-
lightenment is only accessible
after an arduous process under-
taken over unimaginably long
periods of time — over many
lifetimes, in fact. In dramatic
contrast, what is considered
Shakyamuni’s last and highest
teaching, the Lotus Sutra, ex-
plains that Buddhahood is al-
ready presentinall life. It teaches
absolute equality and empha-
sizes that even within the life of
a person apparently dominated
by evil, there exists the unpol-
ished jewel of the Buddha na-
ture. No one else gives it to us or
judges whether we “deserve” it.

As with gold hidden in a
dirty bag, or lotus flowers
emerging from a muddy pond,
we have first to believe our
Buddha nature is there, then
awaken and develop or “polish”

it. In Nichiren Daishonin’s Bud-
dhism, this can be done through
devotion to the law contained in
the Lotus Sutra and the chant-
ing of the phrase Nam-myoho-
renge-kyo.

But Buddhahood is not a sta-
tic condition or a state in which
one can rest complacently.
Rather, it is a dynamic experi-
ence and a journey of continual
development and discovery.

When we continually rein-
force the Buddhahood in our
lives, we come to be ruled less
and less by selfishness (or
greed), anger and foolish-
ness — what Buddhism terms
the three poisons. As we fuse
our lives with the enlightened
life of the Buddha, we can tap
the potential within us and
change ourselves in a funda-
mental way.

As this inner state of Bud-
dhahood is strengthened, we
also develop a fortitude that en-
ables us to ride even the wildest
storms. If we are enlightened to

the true, unchanging nature of
life, we can joyfully surf the
waves of difficulty that wash
against us in life, creating
something of value out of any
situation.

In this way our “true self”
blossoms, and we find vast re-
serves of courage, compassion,
wisdom and energy or life force
inside us. We find ourselves be-
coming more active and feeling
deep inner freedom. And as we
experience a growing sense of
oneness with the universe, the
isolation and alienation that
cause so much suffering evap-
orate. We lessen our attachment
to our smaller egotistical self, to
difference, and become aware
instead of the interconnected-
ness of all life. Gradually we
find our lives opening up to
those of others, desiring their
happiness as much as our own.

However, while it is easy to
believe that we all possess the
lower life-states outlined in
Buddhist teachings (Hell,

Hunger, Animality, Anger and
so on), believing that we pos-
sess Buddhahood is much more
difficult. But the struggle to de-
velop and constantly strengthen
this state within our lives is well
worthwhile.

For, in the words of SGI Pres-
ident Daisaku Ikeda, “[Bud-
dhahood] is the joy of joys.
Birth, old age, illness and death
are no longer suffering, but part
of the joy of living. The light of
wisdom illuminates the entire
universe, casting back the in-
nate darkness of life. The life-
space of the Buddha becomes
united and fused with the uni-
verse. The self becomes the cos-
mos, and in a single instant the
life-flow stretches out to en-
compass all that is past and all
that is future. In each moment of
the present, the eternal life force
of the cosmos pours forth as a
gigantic fountain of energy.”

Courtesy of SGI Quarterly

Persian New Year Celebrated

SGI General Director Eiichi Wada, with inter-

preters Naoko Asada and Ali Rezai.

By HALEH MANSOURI

Photos by EDWARD CLARK

Participants take a commemorative photo after their meeting celebrating the Persian New Year, at the Los Angeles Friendship Center, March 22.

SANTA MONICA, CALIF.

the coming of spring, which began officially

this year at 11:35 p.m. PST, Sunday, March 19

(in Farsi, no means new and rouz means day). With the

coming of spring, the violet, which is considered “the

messenger of spring” in Persian literature, shows off its

beauty by appearing near flowing streams. This 3,000- to

4,000-year-old tradition, observed by Iranians across
the globe, brings youth and vitality to all.

The Persian Language Group of SGI-USA cele-

N orouz, the Persian New Year, is a celebration of

brated Norouz at the Los Angeles Friendship Center on
March 22 with SGI General Director Eiichi Wada in
attendance. A spirit of joy and friendship permeated the
main prayer room as members and guests enjoyed Per-
sian music, dance, food and traditional costumes worn
by some of the participants.

After evening prayer, there was an explanation of
Norouz in both Farsi and English. This was followed
by a belly dance; an explanation of the practice; read-
ing of the “New Year’s Gosho”; a traditional Persian
dance; words by SGI General Director Wada; and pre-
sentation of a gift to Mr. Edward Clark for his support
of'the Persian-language meetings. Mr. Wada explained

that instead of being overly concerned about deep
philosophical and theoretical matters, it is more im-
portant to chant Nam-myoho-renge-kyo.

“I really enjoyed the meeting and was happy to be a
part of it,” stated Rosalie Dasko. “I thought everything
was really good, especially the Persian dance,” said Ned
Nelson IV, a fifth grader who attended the meeting with
his parents, grandparents and aunt. Mr. Rezai, who came
to the meeting with his wife and son, felt that the meet-
ing was “perfect, very nice. It was very embracing.”

For information about the Persian Language Group,
please call the SGI Visitor Center at (310) 260-8978.
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Developing a

A dialogue between
SGI-USA General
Director Danny
Nagashima and
Lawrence Carter Sr.,
Dean of the Martin
Luther King Jr.
International Chapel
and professor of
philosophy and
religion at Morehouse
College in Atlanta,
March 14.

Danny Nagashima: Dean
Carter, thank you for talking
with us. The Gandhi Institute for
Reconciliation you are estab-
lishing sounds very interesting.
What is the Institute’s purpose?

Lawrence Carter: The Gandhi
Institute will be an information
distribution center. I want to have
the largest website on Gandhi in
the United States. I want to have
a living learning center, where
students from all over the world
will be given the opportunity to
participate in seminars, Sympo-
sium and have exposure to the
resident scholars.

I want to try to create some
new solutions, some less vio-
lent approaches. You see, we
have ignored the fact that the
diplomatic agencies of the
world are perhaps the best ex-
amples of institutionalized non-
violence. I want to deal with
conflict resolution, domestic vi-
olence and ecological violence.

Nagashima: Our SGI organi-
zation is based on the principle
of human revolution, that one
person’s decision to live a con-
tributive, valuable life can in-
fluence a change in society at
large. Gandhi is certainly one of
humanity’s greatest examples
of this principle.

Carter: [ think that there is a
“value revolution” going on.
College is the time when most
students are trying to decide
what values they are going to be
claiming as their own. And we
are living in a time when the
greatest values are claimed to
be material values; the values of
appearance — the weighable,
the seeable and the spatial.
There is great confusion about
what spiritual values are. Most
people talk about ethical prin-
ciples, but very few have ever
seen one and would not know

ew Consciousness

Photo by YOSHI NAGAOKA

On March 14, SGI-USA General Director Danny Nagashima met with Lawrence Edward Carter Sr., dean of the Martin
Luther King Jr. International Chapel at Morehouse College, and discussed how the mentor-and-disciple relationship
has been integral to the entire history of nonviolence. (Pictured above, I-r) Norman Palmer, a student at Morehouse
College; Danny Nagashima; Dean Carter; Anne Ford, Atlanta Region Culture Department leader; Cliff Sawyer,
Southern Zone leader; Ian Mcllraith, SGI-USA vice general director.

how to write about it. That will
be another emphasis for us.

I have a couple of book man-
uscripts that are unpublished,
and one of them is titled Ethi-
cal Options: Virtue and Value
Centered Learning in the Tra-
dition of Martin Luther King Jr.
and Mohandas K. Gandhi.
Most of our youth don’t under-
stand that virtues are character
values. They characterize us.

Our religious institutions
don’treally teach people how to
imbibe values. Most students
are not aware that values are co-
herently criticized wants. They
don’t understand the nature of
coherence as a synonym for
reason and that we’re talking
about the need to be consistent.
We don’t do a good job with
helping youth to understand
that they should become the
things they want to see.

That’s Gandhian; that these
ideals, when imbibed, con-
sciously have within them all
of the germinating power and
ethics to help the individual
manifest that idea. This goes
back to the whole notion of
being the truth. Rather than just
hearing it or trying to digest it,
we should make a conscious de-
cision to be love, to be courage,
to be kindness.

Nagashima: Our SGI presi-
dent, Daisaku Ikeda, has spo-
ken of the need to create a new
spirituality among our youth,
who are being inadequately

served by government, educa-
tional and religious institutions.

Carter: It isn’t that youth are
not moral or not ethical. I think
we all are spiritual beings, plan-
etary citizens and human incar-
nations, but we are unaware of
our spirituality. It needs to be
evoked. President Ikeda is right.
When students become aware
on a deeper level, the new spir-
ituality will emerge.

Nagashima: Morehouse Col-
lege has been in existence for
133 years and is internationally
renowned for building leaders.
How has this tradition been es-
tablished, and what are you
doing to preserve it?

Carter: The whole emphasis
of Morehouse building leaders
rested on the shoulders of a few
powerful mentors, the most fa-
mous of whom was Benjamin
Elijah Mays, who was the col-
lege’s sixth president and
served for 27 years. Every Tues-
day morning, he addressed the
student body. In those talks, he
planted seeds of revolution in
the minds of the students, say-
ing that they should be ashamed
to die until they’d won some
victory for humanity. On the
Tuesday after Gandhi’s passing,
President Mays delivered a trib-
ute to him, reflecting on their
dialogue, which is now pub-
lished. Seated dead center in
front of the pulpit on this occa-

sion was Morehouse College
senior Martin Luther King Jr.

The biggest concern for
President Mays was the elimi-
nation of segregation in the
United States and ultimately the
world — educationally, legally,
corporately, socially and cul-
turally. Many outstanding peo-
ple have graduated from More-
house College who claimed
him as a mentor, the most fa-
mous of whom was Dr. King.

But when President Mays’
generation passed, it was
widely felt that the incubator
that produced leaders passed
with him. So now that that era
has ended and we have changed
centuries and also millennia, it
is felt that we have to do some-
thing new.

This is what has motivated
me. We have to do something to
institutionalize and re-create
the incubator for leadership. We
can’t do the same thing Presi-
dent Mays did.

What I’m trying to do is
begin anapproach and a system
that others will become at-
tracted to. First of all, I am
claiming —not just for More-
house College, but for Atlanta
and the nation— one of the ig-
nored mentors, Gandhi. He’s ig-
nored in this country primarily
because he’s from another
world. Asia is another world.
Americans can be so disdainful
of difference. We think we are
almighty and know it all.

When somebody starts to

question all of my excitement
about Gandhi, I will quickly re-
mind them of one of my favorite
stories about Dr. King. He was
asked who should be named
Christian of the Century, and he
said Gandhi, a Hindu. That im-
mediately shocks most Chris-
tians, because you’re not sup-
pose to step outside of the
tradition.

Nagashima: As dean of the
Martin Luther King Jr. Interna-
tional Chapel, how did you
come to found the Institute in
Gandhi’s name?

Carter: One of the things I'm
doing is subtly reintroducing
people to whom Dr. King really
was, because most people don’t
know him. They want to baptize
him in a kind of traditionalism,
when he would have baptized
himself in truth. This is where
he and Gandhi come together.
Gandhi believed that you
should worship in those places
that take you closer to the truth.
It’s tradition that’s killing us and
he went so far as to say that for
him God was truth.

It’s hard to elevate and revere
Dr. King without looking
closely at the stereotypes that he
shattered. That can be a little
painful. He has been anes-
thetized, sterilized, and he is
only quoted in a popular way
around the 1963 “I Have a
Dream” speech. Most people
don’t quote him after 1965,
when he made his most revolu-
tionary statements and when he
and Malcolm X were getting
closer together.

I have deliberately called this
the Gandhi Institute for Recon-
ciliation. I’'m putting the spinach
into the ice cream by using the
term reconciliation. That has
been a problem for this nation
since the Civil War. We're talk-
ing about dialogue across all
boundaries and disciplines,
learning to bridge differences
with integrity. This does not
mean that you have to give up
that which is yours by inheri-
tance or by birth, but learning
how to hold your views with a
tentative confidence and open
your ears.

Nagashima: Last year, the
youth of our organization
started a nonviolence campaign
called Victory Over Violence,
focusing on each person’s im-
pact on violence and encourag-

PLEASE SEE DIALOGUE, 5
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ing people to make a pledge of
nonviolence. I believe that it is
through grass-roots efforts such
as this that we will change the
hearts of Americans.

Carter: We're talking about a
kind of harmony here that has
not been given a chance, be-
cause we have a defense de-
partment rather than a peace de-
partment. Even our national
anthem is violent. Whenever
someone suggests that we
change it to “America the Beau-
tiful,” you get the hawks who
want to out-shout the doves.
We have so much to learn
from Gandhi and King, who are
the two preeminent champions
of nonviolence. We're trying to

‘Our SGI organization is
based on the principle of
human revolution,
that one person’s decision to
live a contributive, valuable
life can influence a change
in society at large.’

— Danny Nagashima

‘We have so much to learn
from Gandhi and King, who
are the two preeminent
champions of nonviolence.
We're trying to raise a new
phoenix from Morehouse
College. That’s my vision.’

— Lawrence Carter

raise a new phoenix from More-
house College. That’s my vision.

‘What we’re doing on April 2
[the founding of the Gandhi In-

stitute for Reconciliation] is in-
augurating a program emphasis
around the philosophies of
these two men. We are bringing

together Gandhi and King in a
very natural way, around the
common denominator of non-
violence as a way of life.

I know that when we go deep
enough in their theories, we’re
going to come up in everything
else on the planet. We’re going
to come up in all of the reli-
gions, because you’re going to
come up in truth. In all the sci-
entific disciplines, you’re going
to come up into a new con-
sciousness. The consciousness
of nonviolence is the common
denominator that will bring sci-
ence and religion together. One
is anticipated in the other. You
can’t have change without this
new consciousness.

This is why you as Buddhists
and I as a Christian, a follower
of Jesus can be discovering this
common ground. It’s because
there is one mind and in every
person we are longing for the
same thing.

Youthful
Inspiration
for All of Us

Through the tale of the ever-deepen-
ing relationship between the young
Daisaku Tkeda and his mentor-in-
life Josei Toda— A Youthful Diary

is a compelling account of both
triumphs and setbacks on the road
to establishing the foundation of
today’s Soka Gakkai.

Worl% Tribune

ON SALE NOW rels M/0 #4104 $23.95

SGI-USA Bookstore or SGI-USA Mail Order Center
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EXPERIENCE — JARMIL MAUPIN, Los ANGELES

Breaking Down Barriers In South Africa

Jarmil Maupin finds
a way to contribute to
the development of
the new South Africa.

By JARMIL MAUPIN

AS TOLD TO JAMIE LIPTAN, STAFF WRITER

nhis 1990 poem to Nelson

Mandelatitled “Banner of

Humanism, Path of Jus-

tice,” SGI President
Daisaku Ikeda writes:

The surging tide of liberty and
human rights

has begun to flow majestically
from the land of South Afiica
toward the entire world

and toward the new century.
(November 1990 Seikyo
Times, p. 20)

This
March, 1
had the great
fortune to be
part of an
American del-
egation invited
to the 2nd An-
nual South
African Renais-
sance Festival in
Durban, South
Africa. This expe-
rience has helped
me gain a deeper
understanding of
my unique mission
for world peace and
greater resolve to
work toward it.

Twenty-six years
ago, when I was 11, my W
family began practicing
Nichiren Daishonin’s Bud-
dhism in the SGI. My father,
Bennie Maupin, a successful
jazz musician worldwide, had
been introduced to Buddhism
in his travels. I joined the Young
Men’s Division Brass Band and
immediately found a new
home, a place that inspired
hope and vitality for the future.
I can still hear the voices of my
Brass Band leaders saying:
“You can do anything you set
your mind to, no matter what.
Just stay focused and chant
Nam-myoho-renge-kyo and all
your prayers will be answered.”

Although I was a classically
trained musician, I chose not to
play professionally, as I could
not see myself following in my
father’s large footsteps. I
needed to find my own gift, and
I discovered that it was the gift
of hearing— the ability to in-

terpret and blend sounds. This
came naturally to me.

Growing up and tagging
along with my father to the stu-
dio and live performances, I
was exposed to the more tech-
nical side of the arts. After high
school, I attended Devry Insti-
tute of Technology, receiving a
degree in electronics. That led
me to a 15-year career in the
aerospace industry.

After about 10 years of hard
work to establish myself, I
began to feel like my talents
were being wasted behind a
desk. At the same time, in my
SGI activities and through my
own projects, [ was able to live
out my creative

life in sup-

porting various events
through sound production. I de-
cided to leave the “comfort
zone” of my career and com-
pletely dedicate myself to
sound production.

Forthe past 11 years, I’ve op-
erated my own sound produc-
tion company. I’ve been able to
contribute to many SGI activi-
ties through my experience in
sound production, including
designing several sound sys-
tems and training others to use
them. I am in my fourth year as
the technical director for Jazz at
Drew for Drew Medical Center,
amedical school in the Los An-
geles area. Roland Betts, the
executive producer, was imme-
diately impressed by my work
ethic and ability to deal effec-
tively with people, and we de-
veloped a strong working rela-
tionship. Roland became a sort
of mentor, providing me the op-

portunity to work at a higher
level and giving me the confi-
denceto succeed. I've also been
working for six years in the
post-production arena of tele-
vision and motion picture as a
sound designer/sound effects
editor for a major post-produc-
tion facility.

This past January, in my role
as technical director for Jazz at
Drew, I was asked to travel to
Atlanta to support a concert in
tribute to the late singer/song-
writer Curtis Mayfield and in
celebration of the 71st anniver-
sary of Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr.’s

it became apparent to me for
the first time that Roland had
strong ties to the Southern
Christian Leadership Confer-
ence, the organization founded
by Dr. King during the civil
rights movement of the 1960s.
In fact, Roland had been an in-
tegral part of Dr. King’s orga-
nization, serving as a sort of ad-
vanced crew for Dr. King’s
travels around the country.
The scope of this event
amazed me. The Impres-
sions—the rhythm and blues
group to which Mayfield be-
longed — performed, and May-
field’s daughter performed a

birth of South Africa in the af-
termath of apartheid. I was re-
minded of SGI President
Ikeda’s declaration that the 21st
century would be the century of
Africa, and specifically that
South Africa, following the
great example of Mandela,
would be a shining example for
the rest of the world. In light of
this, I felt so honored to be a
part of this delegation.

I asked my brother, Derrick
Ollison, to go with me, in part
for his assistance in my duties
as technical director for the fes-
tival, but also to repay a debt of
gratitude. Eleven years ago, it

Photo by DERRICK OLLISON

birth. It was
also in conjunction with
the first annual African Amer-
ican Renaissance Festival.

Jarmil with Sbu Ndebele, Minister of Transportation for South Africa.

dance in tribute to him. There
was also a delegation from
South Africa that included for-
mer President Nelson Mandela

As soon as we arrived in South
Africa,  had the overwhelming
sensation of finally coming
home after a long journey’

Roland told me that due to the
short notice—six days—and
magnitude of this concert, he
didn’t feel it would come to-
gether without my help. He
stated that if T were there, he felt
everything would come to-
gether.

I felt so honored that my men-
tor saw such great potential in my
life and allowed me to exercise it.

Once we arrived in Atlanta,

and Sbu Ndebele, Minister of
Transportation.

The concert was a complete
success. Afterward, Minister
Ndebele invited us, along with
the Impressions, to South Africa
to participate in the 2nd Annual
South African Renaissance Fes-
tival in Durban, South Africa.
We immediately accepted.

The South African Renais-
sance Festival celebrates the re-

was Derrick who provided the
financial backing for me to
start my company and has since
served as its executive pro-
ducer. Without his support, I
would not have had this tremen-
dous opportunity.

The 24-member delegation
included some of the most
prominent civil rights leaders
in America, most notably An-
drew Young, former mayor of
Atlanta and U.S. Ambassador
to South Africa, and the Rev-
erend James Orange, former
trusted lieutenant of Dr. King.

Before I left, I sincerely
prayed to the Gohonzon to re-
alize what my true mission was
in going to South Africa. I
wanted to take full advantage of
this incredible opportunity to
participate in another culture.
As soon as we arrived in South
Africa, I had the overwhelming
sensation of finally coming
home after a long journey. At
the time, I couldn’t explain this
feeling, but it was certainly real.

We were greeted at the air-



APRIL 28,2000 « WORLD TRIBUNE 7

port by Minister Ndebele,
along with a troop of traditional
Zulu dancers and South African
media. We were then taken to a
beautiful dinner reception at
Minister Ndebele’s home.

The next day was scheduled
as arest day. Well, I got no rest.
Our main contact in Durban
and producer of the festival,
Rakesh Maharaj, took Derrick
and me to a beautiful playhouse
where we were scheduled to
watch a performance the fol-
lowing evening as part of the
delegation. While we were
looking around at the facility,
Rakesh got a phone call from
his mixer (the person responsi-
ble for running the sound sys-
tem during the show), who in-
formed him that he had
contracted malaria, had to goto
the hospital and would be un-
able to do the show. Later that
day, Rakesh sheepishly asked
me if I would be willing to mix
the show. Without hesitating, |
said, “Sure. I just want to get in
at least one run-through.”

The next morning, Rakesh
called me at 7:00 from the hotel
lobby and asked if I was ready
to go to rehearsal. Until late that
evening, we worked with 30
groups of performers with no
sense of organization. Fortu-
nately, my brother and I had
brought along a set of motorola
radios that became an invalu-
able tool in keeping everyone
moving.

In South Africa, even after
the fall of apartheid in 1995,
there are still three basic clas-
sifications of people: South
African whites, descended
from Dutch and British settlers;
Africans, those with the dark
skin tone indigenous to south-
ern Africa; and coloreds, or
anyone with a skin tone re-
flecting an Indian heritage or
mixed ethnicity. By this defin-
ition, I would be considered an
African.

Most of the arts facilities, in-
cluding this playhouse, con-
tinue to be run by whites while
the labor continues to be done
by the coloreds and Africans. It
struck me that in America, we
really take our opportunities for
granted. Here in South Africa,
a country whose government
now guaranteed the free-
dom of all people,
those in

the minority still held most po-
sitions of influence.

An experience that really
capsulized this inequity in-
volved one of the engineers at
the playhouse who was white. I
had asked him several basic
questions about the audio sys-
tem, which he could have eas-
ily answered but chose to ig-
nore before leaving, seemingly
unable to tolerate the thought of
an “African” in a position like
technical director. This left my
brother and me to test each
segment of the system inde-

with the staff of the Interna-
tional Convention Center of
Durban, which was the facility
for the show we had come to
support. Again, our main con-
tact, with whom I had corre-
sponded by email, showed sur-
prise at the color of my skin.
Noticing his surprise, I asked,
“You didn’t think I was a black
man?”

“No,” he said, “I thought by
your name that you were
French.”

Iasked him if my being black
would change anything. He

ample, I asked if we could hang
the speaker system from a cross
beam obviously built for just
that purpose. He mentioned
that they didn’t have any
winches and he wasn’t sure of
the cross beam’s weight capac-
ity. After pointing out the two
winches sitting on the stage and
calculating the weight capacity
to be three times what we
needed, we were finally able to
hang the speakers.

Just as before, seeing this
type of interaction seemed to
give the Africans a sense of em-

‘My Buddhist practice has helped me
to recognize the importance of break-
ing down barriers between people and

providing opportunities for people to

challenge themselves and grow.

pendently, just to be able to get
it functioning properly.

I got a strong sense from the
non-whites that they were im-
pressed that an “African” per-
son had the knowledge to ac-
complish what in their country
was always done by whites. In
fact, there is only one sound
production company in all of
South Africa, which is run by
those in the minority.

Needless to say, the show
was great. Everything
looked and sounded
fabulous. Rakesh
expressed his
appreciation,
saying, “We
could have
never done
this with-
out you.”
After-
wards, of
course, I
w a s
drained.

The next
day, we had our
first meeting

replied that it wouldn’t, but
“we’ve never had an African—
excuse me, Afro-American—
running a show of this magni-
tude in South Africa.” “That’s
interesting. Well then, this will
be the first,” 1

said.
He pro-
ceeded to
test my
knowledge
and ability.
For ex-

powerment, delighted that a
person of color could take such
bold action. While working to-
gether so intensely, our sound
crew, comprising whites, col-
oreds and Africans, became a
completely cohesive unit. We
were able to totally erase the
barrier of race, transcending
our differences to accomplish
our common goal. This event
also went beautifully, enter-
taining and inspiring 850 dig-
nitaries from around the world.

At each of the following
events, the local citizens were
taken aback at the sight of an
“African” in a highly skilled
position. They continually
told me how

-__-""""—
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they could use equipment and
knowledge like this and seemed
so thirsty for this type of training.

This whole experience has
shown me that I’'m being called
upon to reveal peace through
sound. I want to go back to
South Africa with something to
help. It shocked me that the
Minister of Transportation or
members of the Parliament
might make the effort to travel
and speak to the citizens but not
be heard due to an inadequate
sound system or none at all. As
President Ikeda says, in any
great movement for peace,
those behind the scenes must
be of the highest caliber.

Even if they had one sound
system, they could see dramatic
change. If I could train just a
few of the Africans that I
worked worth, they could start
something great. In July, [ am
determined to return to South
Africa with a portable sound
system and train a few people
to use it.

My Buddhist practice has
helped me to recognize the im-
portance of breaking down bar-
riers between people and pro-
viding opportunities for people
to challenge themselves and
grow. | am determined to con-
tribute whatever I can to the de-
velopment of the new South
Africa, empowering common
people to build a beautiful na-
tion for peace.

Join the Class
of 2001 at SUA,
Calabasas

ow in its sixth year,
Soka University of
America’s graduate

school in Calabasas, Calif., is
accepting applications for its
master’s degree program in sec-
ond and foreign language edu-
cation. Individuals seeking ad-
mission to the master’s program
must hold a baccalaureate or
bachelor’s degree with a mini-
mum grade-point average of 2.7
(B-) on a four-point scale. Ap-
plicants whose native language
is not English are required to
submit a Test of English as a
Foreign Language (TOEFL)
with a minimum score of 600.
Applications for the 200001
academic year are due by April
30, 2000. For more informa-
tion, contact the Graduate Ad-
missions Office at 26800 West
Mulholland Hwy., Calabasas,
CA 91302. Telephone: (818)
878-3717, e-mail: grad_ad-
missions@soka.edu.
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The History of the Boston Research Center
for the 21st Century

Photo by MARILYN HUMPHRIES

Circle seating encourages dialogue among participants at the spring 1999 conference series, ‘From War Culture to
Cultures of Peace: Challenges for Civil Society.

By VIRGINIA STRAUS

BRC EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

hen the Boston
Research Center
for the 21st Cen-
tury, located in
Cambridge, Mass., was founded
by Daisaku Ikeda in 1993, the
SGI president provided a chal-
lenge that guides all of our activ-
ities. He urged us to do the fol-
lowing: Be the heart of a network
of global citizens. Be a bridge for
dialogue between civilizations.
Be abeacon lighting the way to a
century of life. The exhortation,
like a chiseled poem, was
couched in the language of
metaphor, placing emphasis on
heart, network, bridge, dialogue
and beacon. Itunderscored forus
the importance of fostering peace
by first creating our institution
as a unique kind of place charac-
terized by a welcoming embrace
of multiple points of view.
We’ve learned that as we cre-
ate the opportunity for dialogue
in an open atmosphere where
people are free to share their mul-
tiple perspectives and to generate
aspiritof trust and friendship, the
dialogue tends to move in the di-
rection of revealing truths about
our common humanity. The dia-
logue uncovers what President
Ikeda, in his millennial message
carried in the Center’s latest
newsletter, calls an “authentic
universality.” I can’t help but
think that these human networks
that evolve from genuine dia-
logue are the most powerful force
for peace in a fractured world.

In order to contribute to an
evolving consensus on authenti-
cally universal ethics, the BRC
brings together scholars and ac-
tivists from different disciplines,
schools, walks of life, age
groups, ethnic origins and reli-
gious traditions to examine and
elaborate on common values
across cultures and religions. The
particular values that we take as
focal points are these: 1) nonvi-
olence, 2) human rights, 3) eco-
nomic justice and 4) environ-
mental ethics.

The BRC has many activities
to promote these values. Each
year we present Global Citizen
Awards to acknowledge and re-
ward global leadership in the
areas of peace, education and
human rights. By showcasing the
work of peace activists like Elise
Boulding, Randall Forsberg,
Adolfo Pérez Esquivel and Oscar
Arias, economists like Hazel
Henderson, and educators like
Vito Perrone, we help to spread
the word that individual action
has always been the most impor-
tant force for change.

In addition, we initiate forums
and conferences in support of civil
society initiatives like the Earth
Charter and the International Year
for the Culture of Peace. Of our
consultations and publications on
the Earth Charter, Professor Win-
ston Langley of the University of
Massachusetts—Boston has writ-
ten, “This type of [sponsorship]
becomes part of the effort to de-
velop moral solidarity among
human beings.” This year we will
co-host with the Coalition for a

Strong United Nations (CSUN) a
conference commemorating the
International Year for the Culture
of Peace.

Publications that have evolved
from the Center’s initial on-site
dialogues have been used in
classrooms in more than 50 uni-
versities. These include this
year’s text, published in associa-
tion with Wisdom Publications,
Buddhist Peacework: Creating
Cultures of Peace. The work has
been acknowledged as making a
substantial contribution for “this
volume makes available — for

the first time in one place — first-
person statements of the ideas
and work of such eminent Bud-
dhist leaders as H.H. the Dalai
Lama, Thich Nhat Hanh, Maha
Ghosananda, A.T. Ariyaratne,
Daisaku Ikeda, Shih Cheng-yen,
Sulak Sivaraksa and Robert
Aiken: a cornucopia of visionary
and creative social engagement.”
Editor David W. Chappell
stresses that the dialogue “is not
a discussion about external is-
sues, but a sharing of personal
experiences that opens awareness
to the range of human factors in-
volved in social decisions.”

One year ago the Center pub-
lished Subverting Hatred: The
Challenge of Nonviolence in Re-
ligious Traditions, a collection of
essays by representatives of a
broad spectrum of religious tra-
ditions on what Boston Univer-
sity professor John Berthrong re-
ferred to as “defusing the
contagion of hatred.” The Center
also completed its set of publica-
tions on the Earth Charter, which
includes: Buddhist Perspectives
on the Earth Charter, Women's
Views on the Earth Charter, and
Human Rights, Environmental
Law, and the Earth Charter.

Atthe same time, it introduced
aninnovative series of dialogues,
Abolishing War: Dialogue with
Peace Scholars Elise Boulding
and Randall Forsberg. Saul
Mendlovitz, Dag Hammarskjold
Professor at Rutgers Law School,
said of the book, “This volume
will undoubtedly be useful for
courses on conflictresolution and
peace and world order studies in

universities throughout the
world...the policy community
would be well advised to study
these materials for they contain
significant initiatives which offi-
cialdom could begin to undertake
to promote the abolition of war.”
In his recent message to the
BRC, “Creating the Foundation
for a Culture of Peace in the New
Millennium,” President Ikeda al-
Iudes to the story of Shrimala, a
woman described in Buddhist
scripture as a bodhisattva who
personifies the reality that “all
people, irrespective of gender,
occupation, or social status, can
reveal the Buddha nature that re-
sides as a treasure in the depths
of human life.” It is the convic-
tion of the Center’s founder,
Daisaku Ikeda, that “the lion’s
roar of women committed to the
creation of peace will be key in
ushering in a new ‘Century of
Life.”” In concert with this view,
the BRC — following its work on
post-Beijing conferences and de-
velopment of an expanded net-
work of women’s leadership
groups —is continuing to con-
tribute to the growth of women’s
leadership through forums, col-
loquia and informal meetings.
Building on the success of our
first “Creating Connections:
Women'’s Leadership Forum” in
1998, we are preparing for a two-
part event in the spring of 2000,
“Creating Connections: Peace
with Self, Sister and Society.”
This conference will celebrate
sisterhood across generations, af-
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The Boston Research Center for the 21st Century (from a watercolor by Thomas Rebek).
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BRC’s most recent publications.
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firm practices of inner and outer
peace, and renew our commit-
ment to social justice.

Finally, the BRC organizes a
biannual series on global ethics.
Past topics for these conferences
have included “Religion and
Transnational Civil Society in
the 21st Century”; “Religion and

grams that help to strengthen the
peace movement. We are very
grateful to the inspired scholars,
activists and other friends and
neighbors who have helped,
through their participation and
support, to make the Center an
oasis for dialogue where people
are free to express their human-

The
SGI-USA’s
Weekly
Newspaper
General Director

Daniel Nagashima

Publisher
Fred M. Zaitsu

Ecology: Forging an Ethic
Across Traditions”; and “From
‘War Culture to Cultures of Peace:
Challenges for Civil Society.”
Early in the year 2001, we will
gather together a wide spectrum
of individuals to delve into the
subject of economic justice.

In all of our work, we single
out initiatives reflecting a broad
humanism that is consistent with
Buddhism and we create pro-

ity in all its dimensions.

Visit the Boston Research
Center’s Website at
www.brc21.org for the
complete text of our
newsletter as well as infor-
mation about the Center’s
programs and publications.

BRC LAUNCHES NEW BOOK

he Boston
Research
Center for

the 21st Century
(BRC) has
launched a new
book, Buddhist
Peacework: Cre-
ating Cultures of Peace, edited by
Professor David W. Chappell and pub-
lished by Wisdom Publications, aimed at
deepening public awareness and religious
understanding of what peace in its fullest
sense actually means. Coinciding with
the advent of the year 2000 — designated
by the United Nations as the International
Year for the Culture of Peace — the book

explores the link between inner peace and
global harmony and examines Bud-
dhism’s development from isolated
monasticism to an engaged form of ac-
tivism for peace.

With 18 chapters, each by one of the
world’s leading Buddhist practitioners,
teachers and social activists, Buddhist
Peacework covers themes such as re-
building moral cultures and the correla-
tion between inner peace and outer kind-
ness. Professor Donald K. Swearer of
Swarthmore College noted at the BRC’s
book launch at the American Academy of
Religion annual meeting that one of the
main contributions made by the writers
is the practical way that they revive the

‘Buddhist Peacework’ Published

Buddhist tradition and apply it to global
and everyday concerns. Among the points
of emphasis are the importance not only
of mindfulness training but also of dia-
logue and social action. The contributors
are at the same time religious spokesper-
sons and world leaders, and several are
currently in political exile or struggling
to create social equality and justice under
the threat of terrorism and arrest.

The book can be ordered from Wisdom
Publications on their Website at
www.wisdompubs.org or in the United
States from 800-272-4050.
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s Howo. o i
ocated in Broward County just
west of the City of Fort Laud-
erdale, the SGI-USA Florida Na-
ture and Culture Center pre-
'~ serves and celebrates the unique
1 Everglades environment of South Florida.
Since opening in 1996, this Buddhist re-
treat and international conference facil-
ity has become a focal point for lectures,
seminars, cultural exchanges, education
. and exhibits, all designed to stimulate in-

teraction among people and enhance their

n understanding of our mutual humanity.
i
%
3
-
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Visitors come from every continent and
- from the more than 100 nations where & N

SGI members practice Nichiren Dai- & = ('lm “ e
shonin’s Buddhism. ' '

The facility also is home for the regu- he LOF (»da atu" e
lar activities of local Soka Gakkai mem-
bers. Special traveling exhibits and cul- d C Lt C t
tural events are held at the Center an u u" e en e"
periodically for the enjoyment of the gen-
eral public.

During SGI President Ikeda’s visit to

Florida in the spring of 1993, he shared
%,’ his vision of establishing a facility in
“* America where members could gather to
refresh their spirit and determination for
the further advancement of American
i kosen-rufu. Florida was selected not only
because members from across the United
States could gather, but because it is a lo-
cation where members from the neigh-
boring continents of South and Central
America, Europe and Africa could con-
veniently travel to as well.

Construction of the FNCC was started
in autumn of 1994 and completed in the
spring two years later. It officially opened
onJune 19, 1996, upon the arrival of Pres-
ident and Mrs. lkeda for the 21st SGI
General Meeting.

The 12-building, campus-style com-
plex occupies only one-fourth of the
site—the main auditorium, the Miami
Community Center, a conference center,
the dining hall, a gymnasium, four dor-
mitories, a reception hall and a guest
house. The balance of the 125-acre tract
is devoted to a combination of untouched
or restored grasslands, a 20-acre lake and
accompanying wetlands. Wildlife, espe-
cially Everglades birds, have flocked to
the site. Herons, egrets, anhingas and
ibises are seen regularly, along with ea-
gles and other “visitors” whose presence
helps visitors focus on their own place in
the larger environment.

West of Fort Lauderdale and near the

" | community of Weston, the secluded SGI-
USA Florida Nature and Culture Center
is accessible only from U.S. Highway 27.
The Center is one mile east of U.S. 27 on
S.W. 36th Street, which is the first street
north of the major artery of Griffin Road.

SGI-USA Florida Nature
and Culture Center
20000 S.W. 36th Street
Fort Lauderdale, FL. 33332
(954) 349-5000.
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SGI-USA Publications Win Awards at International

hree SGI-USA publi-
¢ l cations received an
Award of Excellence
from the Religion Communi-
cators Council, an interfaith
network of more than 500 re-
ligion communicators across
North America. The awards
were presented at the group’s
convention held in Chicago
March 29-April 1.
The DeRose Hinkhouse
Memorial Awards are given

annually to religion commu-
nicators who demonstrate ex-
cellence in religious commu-
nications and public relations.
The entries are judged on
overall quality, including as-
pects such as writing, design,
style, use of color, appropri-
ateness of material, etc. The
awards were in the categories
of national newspapers (World
Tribune) and for graphic de-
sign, art and photography

(Living Buddhism magazine
and the calendar datebook
Dawn of the Century of Life).

With hundreds of entries
submitted annually —450
this year— for these awards,
including major national
newspapers such as the Chris-
tian Science Monitor and
magazines such as Christian-
ity Today, it is significant that
the SGI-USA publications
were among the 61 awardees

Religion Communicators Convention

acknowledged for their excel-
lence and a tribute to all the
SGI-USA volunteers who
contribute regularly to them.

This year’s theme, Commu-
nicating Religious Freedom in
a Diverse World, attracted
1,200 religion communicators
from 50 countries.

— NANCY SIMMS,
Los Angeles

Earth Charter Activity Held
at the University of Florida

ANDY BRUCK anp ALONZO DAVIS
GI members, in tandem with the local Bahai
community and members of the United Na-
tions Association (UNA-USA), sponsored a
very successful Earth Charter Dialogue Day on
the campus of the University of Florida.

This activity was the culmination of almost a year of
efforts spearheaded by the diligent efforts of the Jack-
sonville, Fla., men’s division members. Monthly meetings
were held to work out plans, find speakers, train facilita-
tors, design and produce the participants” handout, and co-
ordinate location of a facility. This meant traveling regu-
larly to either Jacksonville or the Gainesville area, roughly
a 90-mile distance. As we got closer to the event, other
members caught our momentum and joined in to help.

The day of the event began with an early morning ar-
rival at the facility to finalize our work with the last of
the finishing touches. Some more last-minute flyers were
put up. A reception area was set up for welcoming our
many guests with nametags and programs. The stage
equipment was set up and everything was in place. The
chorus rehearsed their part in another area. Everything
checked out. Soon it was time.

We organized our activity by leading off with two
speakers, followed by a discussion period. After enjoy-
ing lunch, two more speakers offered presentations and
then another discussion session. The sessions were or-
ganized as forums to more specifically examine the Earth
Charter’s elements and to submit individual ideas for
consideration toward its final draft on a form designed
just for that purpose. The children who attended were en-
tertained by recycling enthusiast Imani Ayobunmi. The
youth members hosted a Victory Over Violence Display,
which was visible to all the guests in the lobby. And the
chorus entertained us first with Don Besig’s “Flying Free”
and “Children of the World” by Karl Anthony later in the
afternoon.

The two emcees then opened the meeting by welcom-
ing the many SGI members, guests and attendees from the
university and local area. “The concerns of the environ-

ment have
been repre-
sented and
expressed
by both indi-
viduals and
groups for a
long time now....
We hope that the
Earth Charter will de-
velop as a set of principles and
values agreeable to and supported by so-

ciety as a whole that will help us sustain human life on
this planet.”

The speakers were sought and chosen for a wide and
balanced array of issues and interests. Reverend Zack
Lyde, with his talk on “Threatened People, Threatened
Land,” challenged listeners to support people suffering
from the consequences of toxic waste dumps and to ques-
tion the legitimacy of prison labor. His organization, Save
Our People, Inc., challenged the construction of a five-lane
highway in Brunswick, Ga. When the project seemed un-
stoppable, an environmental assessment revealed very se-
rious health hazards in the area. Dr. Alex Green oversees
the university’s Clean Combustion Technology Laboratory
and is an advisor to the U.S. Secretary of Energy. He de-
scribed U.S. energy sources and their resulting pollution.
He recognized room for a modest but important increase
in biomass (wood and plant matter) as an energy source.
Mr. Steve Kintner of the Volusia County (Daytona) Envi-
ronmental Management spoke on balancing the needs of

Photos by ALON:
ESLEIT1E

the environ-
ment with
those  of
commercial
growth. He
offered cre-
ative ideas to-
ward regulating
the development of
wetlands and scrub lands
so that natural habitats could be
conserved. And Dr. Gary Hankins, vice-
chair of the Badi Environmental Consultation Network,
treated listeners to a multimedia presentation on the sci-
entific and spiritual underpinnings of the Earth Charter.
Our final speaker discussed the concept of an “ecological
footprint” or the amount of land needed to sustain a pop-
ulation.

Our event concluded with a final session in the audi-
torium where everyone reviewed the day’s activities and
congratulated all the participants. Among other things,
we saw this as a starting point— an opportunity to learn
about the Earth Charter and the process to make it real-
ity, the importance of sharing its mission with more
people, and how the participants could sponsor similar
activities.

The event was separately recognized with official
proclamations by both the City of Gainesville and the
County of Alachua. It also gained local press coverage
on two occasions in the Gainesville Sun.

We all went home encouraged and fulfilled!
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THIS BEAUTIFUL EARTH: PHOTO ESSAY BY SGI PRESIDENT IKEDA

Luminous Maves

Aview of Victoria Harbor and Hong Kong Island from the Kowloon Peninsula. Under the strait runs a tunnel to downtown.

he sea shimmered and smiled in the sunlight.

I was just returning to Hong Kong after having

flown from there to Nepal and Singapore.It was

January 1995. “The Pearl of the Orient” greeted
me with her exquisite smile. Ships from around the world
came and went on the waters of Victoria Harbor, which was
studded with gems of glistening light.

There is always drama in Hong Kong. The atmosphere
is charged with energy, as if something is about to hap-
pen— pedestrians in a hurry, brightly colored billboards
and neon signs, business people talking loudly on their
cellular phones, and shop windows like kaleidoscopes.

Full of life, people walk the streets engaged in clam-
orous, energized conversation. Restless vigor, sun-like
cheerfulness. Honest simplicity. I love Hong Kong, which
somehow reminds me of Kansai.

If you go off the busy main street, you see lines of
clothes hanging like arrays of international flags from
over-crowded apartment buildings. You hear the boister-
ous sounds of living and smell the food cooking in street
vendors’ pots.

The people of Hong Kong are living with all their
strength and energy. Merciless competition does not allow
them to stand still. With brains, guts, luck and persever-
ance, everyone is looking for a chance, everyone is strug-
gling desperately with life’s realities.

Hong Kong is not a place for sentimentality — there is
no time for it. The whole city is a huge vortex searching
for something resplendent. At the center of this vortex is
Victoria Harbor. Along the north and south sides of the strait
the twin cities of Kowloon and Hong Kong Island prosper.

It was two years before the restoration of Hong Kong
to Chinese sovereignty. Reports in the Western media only

served to fan the flames of anxiety over the issue. But I
wanted to relieve the people of Hong Kong of their worry.
In my own capacity, I had been making efforts to this end
from early on. I had spoken with the successive governors
of Hong Kong, and also directly conveyed the people’s
anxiety to the Chinese leaders. Through these discussions,
I became convinced that China would certainly treasure
Hong Kong, and so I shared my conviction with the peo-
ple there. Later China announced its policy of “one coun-
try, two systems,” promising not to change Hong Kong’s
present social and economic system for 50 years after its
restoration to Chinese rule.

Along with China’s promotion of a socialist market
economy, its decision to maintain Hong Kong’s current sys-
tem will constitute a grand experiment for humanity in the
first half of the 21st century. If China succeeds, it will give
us great hope — hope for transcending the tragedy of'a 20th
century ridden with war caused by ideological rifts; hope
toward realizing a peaceful world, in which people’s dif-
ferences can complement one another, creating synergy
through diversity.

Dr. Arnold Toynbee once remarked, “Perhaps it is
China’s destiny now to give political unity and peace not
justto halfbut to all the world” (Choose Life, p.251). Hong
Kong is a city that stands on the frontier of human history.

Victoria Harbor is deep; it is calm because the moun-
tains to the north and south block the wind. There is usu-
ally little difference between low and high tides, and so the
harbor provides an excellent anchorage for ships and makes
for easy loading and offloading of cargo. It is a truly fine
natural harbor. For this reason, Hong Kong has been much
sought after and has endured many vicissitudes of fortune.

The British annexed Hong Kong as a result of the First

Opium War (1839-42). It is said that the harbor was once
surrounded with warehouses for storing opium. Years
later, there were exchanges of fire across the strait. The
Japanese army attacked the British on Hong Kong Island,
targeting British oil tanks with their artillery. The British
returned the shelling to the Japanese on Kowloon Penin-
sula, the harbor on both sides turning into a sea of fire.
Then, for three years and eight months, Hong Kong had
to suffer the nightmare of Japanese occupation.

Yet Hong Kong surmounted each fierce wave of hard-
ship, including harsh economic times. On each occasion,
the people fought bravely and won. They stubbornly re-
fused to let anything defeat them.

Asapoint where East meets West, Hong Kong has hun-
grily accepted everything from both, be it materials, peo-
ple, information or technology, and put it to good use. As
a result, the island, once a haven only for pirates, has be-
come one of the world’s most thriving ports of international
trade. The dilapidated village where boys once rode water
buffalo among the banyan trees now enjoys economic
power surpassing that of some European nations.

What energy it must have required to overcome the ad-
versity of colonialism and transform an island devoid of
natural resources into a forest of skyscrapers! The history
of Hong Kong is a testament to the fact that people can
turn the impossible into the possible if they work at it se-
riously.

Itis my beliefthat as long as Hong Kong maintains her
optimism and vitality, her tomorrow will be even better
and brighter, like this harbor shimmering in the sunlight.
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