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The SGI’s 25th

anniversary is
celebrated at the 1st
Pacific Islands New
Millennium Peace
Conference, held on
Guam, Jan. 21-23.

By JEFF FARR

ASSOCIATE EDITOR

hat better way to
commemorate
the SGI’s 25th an-
niversary than a
peace conference! What better
way for our organization to
start the new century! And
what better place to hold this
conference than Guam, the site
of the SGI’s founding in 1975.
The 1st Pacific Islands New
Millennium Peace Conference,
cosponsored by the University
of Guam, Soka University of
America and the SGI-USA,
echoed the World Peace Confer-
ence that gave birth to our orga-
nization 25 years ago; it brought
people of diverse backgrounds
together to discuss new initia-
tives for peace. Government
leaders, high chiefs and SGI-
USA representatives from many
Pacific Islands nations attended
the conference, held Jan. 21-23
at various locations on Guam.

At the University of Guam
onJan. 21, delegates discussed
“What Unique Role Can the
Pacific Islands Play in Creat-
ing Global Peace?” These is-
lands had the unfortunate his-
tory during World War 1I of
becoming the stage on which
superpowers attacked one an-
other. “Who would have
thought that a place so un-
touched and distant would be
the very fields that foreign
warring nations in World War
II would fight so long and hard
to capture?” asked John Gon-
zalez, executive assistant to
the governor of the Common-
wealth for the Northern Mari-
anas Islands.

Many voices at the New
Millennium Peace Confer-
ence called for the islands to
be so united for peace that war
can never again touch their
shores. Many also mentioned
that the islands should set an
example for the rest of the
world to follow in maintaining
a peaceful society.

“Ithas been observed that so-
cieties providing the broadest
civil liberties are the most sta-
ble and least likely to engage in
or serve as sites for organized,
violent conflict,” Kuniwo
Nakamura, president of the Re-
public of Palau, pointed out in
his message to the proceedings.
“Let us stand proudly as exam-

At the conference are: (I-r) Tonga's Secretary of the Department of Civil Aviation
Vainga Palu, SGI-USA Women's Leader Matilda Buck, Tonga’s Deputy Prime
Minister Langi Kavaliku and SGI-USA Vice General Director Greg Martin.

py Birthday, SGI!
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Philippine Sea. The children sang the Guam Hymn at the dedication of the park’s Friendship Pavilion and ground-
breaking for an SGI peace memorial, Jan. 23.

ples of peaceful members of the
world community. Let us show
by example the life that can be
enjoyed when basic human
rights and participation in one’s
own fate are guaranteed. And
let us always demonstrate our
commitment to ensuring the
greatest respect for freedom at
home and encouraging freedom
throughout the world.”

This is, after all, what the is-
landers call the Pacific Way, a
way of harmonious social life
that they see as their heritage,
a way of life befitting the
meaning of the word pa-
cific—peace.

The Pacific Way was evi-
dent in the New Pacific Peace
Resolution the delegates all
signed, and it permeated the
three days of events. There
were book donations by the
SGI, a commemorative lun-
cheon with a mini-culture fes-
tival, and the dedication of a
Friendship Pavilion and
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Tonga’s Deputy Prime Minister Langi Kavaliku is one of many government
leaders and high chiefs who came from throughout the Pacific Islands to
address the 1st Pacific Islands New Millennium Peace Conference, Jan. 21, at
the University of Guam. The delegates voiced their determination that the
Pacific region will set an example for the rest of the world on how to main-
tain a peaceful society.

groundbreaking for an SGI
peace memorial at a seaside
park. (See pp. 4—7 for full cov-

erage, including the New Pa-
cific Peace Resolution and par-
ticipants’ impressions.)
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FEB. 16: THE BIRTH OF NICHIREN DAISHONIN

Honoring Nichiren Daishonin
and His Legacy

SIGNITFICANT

DATES

ON MILESTONES IN THE HISTORY OF
THE DAISHONIN’S BUDDHISM AND THE SGI

By STEPHANIE CELANO

STAFF WRITER

“I, Nichiren, am the richest
man in all of present-day Japan.
I have dedicated my life to the
Lotus Sutra, and my name will
be handed down in ages to
come” (The Writings of
Nichiren Daishonin, p. 268).

This was the confidence that
Nichiren Daishonin displayed
while in exile on Sado Island.

From the expression of this
vast state of life, it’s hard to
imagine that the Daishonin
was an exile and viewed a
heretic for the majority of his
life as a priest, receiving no en-
dorsement from the govern-
ment—in fact he was perse-
cuted by it. And in his final
years, he was ill, and most
likely died suffering from
dysentery on the top of a
mountain called Minobu.

He documented his frail
condition in a letter to a be-
liever: “For the past eight years
I have become weaker and
weaker year by year because of
emaciating sickness and old
age, and my mental powers
have waned” (Gosho Zenshu,
p- 1583). Based on all these ex-
ternals, some might even con-
sider him a failure.

But looking at his life from a
broader perspective, in the face
of all these adverse circum-
stances, we know Nichiren Dai-
shonin devoted his entire life to
the cause of human happiness
evidenced by the many letters
that he sent to his treasured dis-
ciples of that time. It was
through continually challeng-
ing these seemingly impossible
situations that he was able to
manifest the state of Buddha-
hood moment to moment.

He did not live his life su-
perficially or for personal gain.
Rather, his sole intent was to
secure the happiness of every
person: “Since childhood, I,
Nichiren, have never prayed for
the secular things of this life but
have single-mindedly sought to
become a Buddha. Of late,

however, I
have been
ceaselessly
praying for
your sake”
(Ibid., p.839).

Living true
to his con-
victions, ex-
erting him-
self based on a deep sense of
compassion, the causes the Dai-
shonin made are eternal. The
revelation of the truth of Nam-
myoho-renge-kyo, the inscrip-
tion of the Dai-Gohonzon and
the numerous extant letters
written to the disciples of his
day —these represent the
essence of his life’s purpose.
These three aspects are his
legacy to us, his modern-day
disciples. They comprise the
fundamental elements of our
faith as believers today, and are
the basis for the establishment
of a lasting peace.

“If Nichiren’s compassion is
truly great and encompassing,
Nam-myoho-renge-kyo will
spread for ten thousand years
and more, for all eternity”
(Ibid., p. 736).

The Daishonin’s conviction

and greatest source of strength
lay in his concern for people,
which is unparalleled.

Examining my own life, if I
consider all the profound joy
that I’ve gained from this prac-
tice and add to that the joy of
all the people whom I’ve in-
fluenced; in addition to the joy
of the more than 12 million
people who are currently ben-
efiting from the Daishonin’s
Buddhism; plus that of all the
people who’ve ever practiced
throughout the centuries —
the unbelievable magnitude of
the number of people touched
by the Daishonin’s compas-
sion is astounding.

Today we are transforming
our lives daily based on his
teachings, revealing our inher-
ent Buddhahood just as he did.
Certainly, there are recogniz-
able moments that we each
have faced or will face during
the course of our Buddhist
practice when things don’t
seem to be changing or work-
ingoutin our favor. Itis at these
times that we can remember the
Daishonin’s example. Ifhe was
able to challenge himself, even
as an exile on Sado, we can

have hope knowing that,
among the 12 million fellow
SGI members, we will find the
support and encouragement we
need to pull us through.

Our continuing to take ac-
tion for the sake of others
based on faith will insure that
the Daishonin’s efforts were
not in vain, that he was not a
failure. This, I believe, he un-
derstood from the profound
standpoint of cause and effect,
and is why he could devote his
life selflessly to others’ happi-
ness, manifesting a state of ab-
solute happiness, no matter the
circumstances.

Since Nichiren Daishonin is
the founder, and we each have
chosen to follow his teachings,
it is only natural that we would
commemorate the date of his
birth—Feb. 16, 1222. This
Feb. 16, it is Nichiren Dai-
shonin’s spirit that we will cel-
ebrate —the spirit to live for
others. We use this day to com-
memorate his compassion and
courage to persevere in spite of
adversity. The only way to eter-
nalize this spirit is to use his
life as an example of how to
live our own. I

Subscribe to
the Justice
Chronicle
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AN Essay BY SGI PRESIDENT IKEDA

THE FOUNDING OF THE SGI

The Ganges River starts
from a single drop of
water,

The journey to a lasting
peace begins with a
single step.

How important it is to
bravely take that first
step!

And then to continue on
the journey, one step
after another!

t was a gathering on an is-
land that is a jewel of the
Pacific. There were no
presidents, no ministers of
state or political leaders, no ty-
coons, no scholars there that
day. There were no reporters
from the television stations or
the newspapers covering it.
Who was there? Ordinary citi-
zens representing ordinary cit-
izens. But these ordinary men
and women were actually great
pioneers who had pledged to
dedicate their lives to the mis-
sion of propagating Nichiren
Daishonin’s Buddhism and
bringing peace to the world.
Jan. 26, 1975 —this was the
day that the Soka Gakkai Inter-
national was founded at a meet-
ing on Guam, that beautiful is-
land of lush tropical green and
exotic blooms floating in the
blue coral sea.

o o o%
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I had arrived on Guam two
days earlier from Hawaii, after
a trip across the United States.
On the evening of Jan. 25, we
held a friendship festival on
Rizal Beach—located on the
island’s southwest coast and
named for the Philippine na-
tional hero José Rizal. I will
never forget that the then gov-
ernor of Guam, Ricardo J. Bor-
dallo, presented me with a tra-
ditional Chamorro costume.

The area near the beach, so
peaceful now, was once the
scene of bloody struggles be-
tween Japanese and American
forces. Immediately after the at-
tack on Pearl Harbor, the Japan-
ese military occupied Guam,
but in a ferocious three-week
battle in late July 1944, the U.S.
forces took the island back. The
U.S. lost some fourteen hun-
dred men, while the Japanese
lost twenty thousand in the
fighting. Many of the residents
of'the island also endured terri-
ble suffering and died. Rem-
nants of the war, such as Japan-
ese cannons, remain scattered
across the island even today.
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To celebrate the SGI's 25th birthday, members of Guam’s Boys and Girls Gro:

and groundbreaking for an SGI peace memorial, Jan. 23.

From war to peace! From
hate to friendship! From con-
flict to harmony!

We chose Guam as an ideal
place to make this new depar-
ture to change human history.

Guam’s Governor Bordallo
declared that day, Jan. 26, 1975,
World Peace Day.

o o o
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It was a time of high tension
between the United States and
the Soviet Union who were in
the midst of a cold war, and of
strained relations between the
Soviet Union and China, too.
Against that backdrop, I dashed
around the world, visiting China
in June and December of 1974,
the Soviet Union in September,
and then the United States at the
beginning of 1975. In China I
met with Premier Zhou Enlai, in
the Soviet Union with Premier
Aleksey Kosygin, and in the
United States with Secretary of
State Henry Kissinger, as well
as many other officials. I also
visited the headquarters of the
United Nations.

I was attacked and criticized
both at home and abroad for
visiting nations that reject reli-
gion. My actions were misun-
derstood. I was prepared for
this. Determined to go wher-
ever there were people, I trav-
eled through the world plant-
ing the seeds of peace and
friendship, transcending barri-
ers of ideology and national
boundaries. With nothing more
than dialogue, with a spirit of
sincere goodwill, I wanted to

bring together a divided world.
Premier Zhou said to me,
“These last 25 years of the 20th
century are the most important
for the world as a whole.” I en-
graved those words deep in my
heart so that I could build a
strong movement for peace.

o o o
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Looking back over the 20th
century, the Soka Gakkai has
experienced an important turn-
ing point roughly every quar-
ter-century. Our first presi-
dent, Tsunesaburo Makiguchi,
published his great work Ge-
ography of Human Life in
1903. Already back then he
had the awareness of a global
citizen, and he urged that we
treat all the other nations of the
world as our neighbors. A
quarter-century or so later, on
Nov. 18, 1930, the Soka Kyo-
iku Gakkai (forerunner of the
Soka Gakkai) was born,
founded by Mr. Makiguchi and
Josei Toda, mentor and disci-
ple. Then, in 1951, the very
midpoint of the century, Mr.
Toda became the second pres-
ident of the Soka Gakkai and
proclaimed an all-out struggle
to achieve kosen-rufu. And, in
1975, another quarter-century
on, the SGI was born. It was 15
years since I had become the
third president of the Soka
Gakkai in 1960 and embarked
overseas for the first time to
follow my mentor’s injunction
that I go out into the world.

The First World Peace Con-
ference, held on Jan. 26, 1975,
as the inaugural meeting of the
SGI, took place at the Guam In-
ternational Trade Center, a
gleaming white building lo-
cated in the central business dis-
trict of Tamuning, not far from
the airport. At the entrance to
the hall on the ninth floor, before
the meeting began, I was asked
to sign the large meeting reg-
istry. On the first page I wrote
my name and, in the column for
nationality, I wrote “World.” I
was thinking of Mr. Toda’s vi-
sion of global citizenship as I
did this. It was an expression of
my honest feelings, having de-
cided to give my life for our
members around the world.

o o o
o ol

Worldwide kosen-rufu is the
goal that Nichiren Daishonin
entrusted us, his followers, to
fulfill. It is a struggle, a strug-
gle for world peace, a struggle
for the happiness of all human-
ity, a struggle for justice and
human rights. The heroic mem-
bers of lofty mission who gath-
ered on that day 25 years ago
represented 5 1countries. Today,
through the courageous and
compassionate efforts of pio-
neer members exerting them-
selves with spirited tenacity and
determination, we now have
SGI members in 148 countries
around the globe. Truly, the
world is our stage. This isan un-
precedented achievement that
will shine forever in the history
of Buddhism.

up sing the Guam Hymn at the dedication of Aflleje Park’s Friendship Pavilion

Our organization in South
Korea, whose members could
unfortunately not participate in
that meeting, has since shown
exemplary development. This
brings me great joy.

I pray every day for the
health, long life, and happiness
of all of our noble members
who are working tirelessly for
kosen-rufu around the world.

o o o
R Y

On that day 25 years ago, |
said to the members present:
“The sun of Nichiren Dai-
shonin’s Buddhism has begun
to rise on the horizon. Rather
than seek after your own praise
or glory, I hope that you will
dedicate your whole lives to
sowing the seeds of the Mystic
Law for the sake of peace
throughout the entire world. I
shall do the same.”

Today the sun of the SGI is
rising brightly in the sky of the
new century. Voices calling out
for the light of Buddhist hu-
manism around the globe are
growing ever louder.

The time has come, my
beloved fellow members of the
SGI! Let us continue our jour-
ney of courage and hope into
the third millennium, joyfully
and intrepidly!

This essay was published
in the “Thoughts on The
New Human Revolution” in
the Jan. 25, 2000, issue of
the Seikyo Shimbun.
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SGI PRESIDENT IKEDA’S MESSAGE TO THE 1ST PACIFIC ISLANDS NEW MILLENNIUM PEACE CONFERENCE

‘The path and
process toward the
highest of human
ends must begin
within, in the hearts
and minds of
individuals, SGI
President Ikeda says.
‘For it is in the
innermost depths of
our lives that we
must build the citadel
of peace and
compassion, whose
ramparts can never
be breached’

y deepest congrat-

ulations on the

holding of this re-

markable event,

organized under the auspices of

the University of Guam, Soka

University of America and the
SGI-USA!

I'want to express my heartfelt

appreciation and respect to

those whose invaluable support
was so generously rendered in
making this conference a reality,
including Dr. David Shimizu,
chairman of the Board of Re-
gents at the University of Guam,
Dr. Jose Nededog, president of
the university, and the Honor-
able Carl Gutierrez, governor of
Guam, along with many gov-
ernment officials and profes-
sors of the university.

It is with profound gratitude
that I welcome the participants
who have traveled such long dis-
tances to join this momentous
occasion. Today, we have the
great honor in welcoming guests
from Kosrae, Chuuk, Yap, Pohn-
pei of the Federated States of
Micronesia, the Commonwealth
of the Northern Marianas Is-
lands, the Republic of Palau and
the Kingdom of Tonga.

The Pacific Islands are
blessed with eternal summers,
with coral reefs sparkling in
emerald waters. Yet these bliss-
ful islands became the scene of
savage battles where hundreds
of thousands of precious lives
were to tragically perish, as the
world was engulfed in war.

Paralsu, a youth performance group, entertains with tradltlonal Chamorro
singing and dancing at the Friendship Pavilion dedication at Aflleje Park.

The SGI onJan. 21 donates 350 books to a publiclibrary on Guam and anoth

er 350 to the University of Guam library. After the presentation at the Nieves
M. Flores Memorial Public Library, SGI General Director Eiichi Wada met
with (I-r) Benigno Palomo, a member of the library’s Board of Directors, Rick
Castro, chairman of the Board of Directors, and Christine Scott-Smith,
library director.

Photos by GREGORY NAKASUJI

The Path to Peace Bg Within

SGI-USA Guam youth division members take a commemorative photograph with SGI General Director Eiichi Wada
after performing ‘Oh Dear Guam'’ at the Friendship Pavilion dedication at Aflleje Park, Jan. 23.

Guam suffered some of the
worst bloodshed. As such, it is
particularly meaningful that
this conference should take
place here, at the dawn of a new
millennium.

For the same reason, we were
compelled to choose Guam 25
years ago as the venue for our
World Peace Conference that in-
augurated the SGI on Jan. 26,
1975. Nowhere would it be more
appropriate to renew our quest
for peace, nowhere more befit-
ting to herald its import to the
world, than the Pacific Islands.

Would it be an exaggeration,
then, to call the islands our
starting point for global peace?
I think not.

In a speech I gave at the 1975
conference, I made the following
entreaty to my fellow SGI mem-
bers: Do not fritter your cherished
lives away solely to see your own
happiness flower, but dedicate
yourselfto sow the seeds of peace
throughout the world.

And I expressed my deter-
mination to do the same.

At that gathering, the 158
members representing the SGI
organizations of 51 countries
pledged their commitment to
this cause, to promote peace in
their families, workplaces, com-
munities and countries. The
ideals they sowed have since
begun to sprout and blossom,
their roots reaching out and link-
ing up with one another to form
a global network of peace that
now embraces 148 countries.

Nothing exemplifies our

movement more than the spirit
and life of Soka Gakkai found-
ing president Tsunesaburo
Makiguchi and his successor
and Soka Gakkai co-founder,
Josei Toda. During World War
11, these two were arrested and
imprisoned by Japan’s mili-
tarist regime for their rejection
of State Shinto and their
adamant opposition to war.
Makiguchi, who would not
compromise his convictions,
died in prison.

Toda, who also refused to
abandon his beliefs, was re-
leased just prior to the war’s end
and devoted his life to rebuild-
ing a movement shattered by
government oppression. In
September 1957, he issued a
declaration before 50,000
young men and women calling
for the total abolishment of nu-
clear weapons — a call that not

only ignited the young people’s
passion and imagination but re-
mains central to the SGI’s quest
for and commitment to world
peace today.

Makiguchi’s and Toda’s
stand against war was inspired
by the fundamental spirit of
Buddhism, which places
boundless respect on the sanc-
tity and equality of all human
beings. This is the core message
of Shakyamuni, who founded
Buddhism in India 2,800 years
ago. He taught that the people
need only to “kill the will to
kill,” a timeless message
againstacts of violence, an age-
less admonition that people —
and all living things — must de-
pend on one another for
sustenance. This serves as an
overarching principle to guide
the SGI in its manifold activi-
ties for peace.

At the University of Guam'’s Robert F. Kennedy Memorial lerary, University
President Jose T. Nededog expresses his appreciation for the SGI's donation
of books, Jan. 21.
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Young men from the island Chuuk perform the boisterous Chuuk Remataw
Slap Dance at the 25th anniversary luncheon, Jan. 22. The young men keep

time by slapping their own bodies.
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TloIlo Association President Lino Escalona (1) and SGI-USA General Director

Danny Nagashima (r) participate in the groundbreaking for the SGI Peace

Memorial at Aflleje Park, Jan. 23.

Any effort seeking non-vio-
lent means to achieve peace ob-
viously faces a daunting task. In
the words of Mahatma Gandhi,
“Non-violence requires more
than the courage of the soldier
of war.” As difficult as it may
be, the path and process toward
the highest of human ends must
begin within, in the hearts and
minds of individuals.

For it is in the innermost
depths of our lives that we must
build the citadel of peace and
compassion, whose ramparts
can never be breached. Unless
itis built, unless we turn inward
for the resolution to conflictand
division, peace will never be
genuine or lasting.

For more than 30 years, this
is what I have declared to be the
foremost challenge —and im-
perative— of our times: to
make the 21st century into a

Century of Life, to make it one
that upholds the sanctity of all
living things.

It is an august, arduous task,
which I entrust most of all to the
young people, who shoulder the
responsibility for the future. We
have little choice but to urge
them on, for only they can lead
usinto a Century of Life, a Cen-
tury of Peace.

My fervent wish is that this
conference will prove to be the
first among many remarkable
steps to bring about a world free
from war. I conclude my mes-
sage with heartfelt prayers for
peace, prosperity and contin-
ued good health among all the
peoples of the Pacific Islands.

Jan. 21, 2000

Daisaku Ikeda

President

Soka Gakkai International
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With the approval of Guam Governor Carl T.C. Gutierrez, the Friendship P:
in honor of the SGI's 25th birthday.

SHE

avilion is dedicated at Aflleje Park, Jan. 23,
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SGI General Director Eiichi Wada and SGI-USA leaders offer prayers for the repose of all who died in the Pacific War
at the Asan Bay Overlook in the War in the Pacific National Historic Park, Jan. 23. An SGI wreath was placed in this
memorial that overlooks the hills where many people died as the United States retook Guam in July 1944. A similar
ceremony was held with General Director Wada on Saipan, Jan. 24.
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SGI-USA Executive Advisor Fred Zaitsu plants a friendship tree at
Aflleje Park for Lieutenant Governor Madeleine Z. Bardallo, Jan.
23. Three other trees were planted: for Guam Governor Carl T.C.
Gutierrez, for his wife, Geraldine, and for Kaneko Ikeda, the SGI
president’s wife. Trees that were planted in the same park on May
2, 1998, for the late governor of Guam Ricardo J. Bardallo (who
was governor at the time the SGI was formed), President Ikeda,
first Soka Gakkai president Tsunesaburo Makiguchi and second
Soka Gakkai president Josei Toda are all flourishing.

SGI General Director Wada receives the key to
the city of Agana, Guam, on behalf of SGI
President Ikeda, Jan. 21. Governor Carl T.C.
Gutierrez welcomed Mr. Wada and peace con-
ference participants to the Government House
for the occasion.
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A New Pacific Peace Resolution

Delegates to the 1st
Pacific Islands New
Millennium Peace
Conferences signed
the following peace
resolution on Jan. 21.

Preamble

“Oceania is vast. Oceania is
hospitable and generous, Ocea-
nia is humanity rising from the
depths of brine and regions of
fire deeper still; Oceania is us.
We are the sea, we are the ocean.”

These are the words of a man
of the Pacific; Tongan novelist
Epeli Hau’ofa describes here
the universalism of the Pacific
Way, first popularized by the
president of Fiji, Ratu Sir
Kamisese T. Mara: More than a
political way, the Pacific Way is
a spiritual path—the spirit to
embrace and harmonize diver-
sity, to value cooperation and
consensus building among peo-
ples, and to recognize the pro-
found interdependence be-
tween humanity and the
environment from which we
emerge. This is the spirit in
which we, spanning the vast ge-
ographical reaches of the Pa-
cific, gather today.

History

The 20th century has been
the bloodiest period in human
history. The century that saw the
end of colonialism, the spread
of democracy and human rights
throughout the world, and un-
precedented scientific and tech-
nological advancement has also
seen human devastation, mass
genocide, and horrors of war of
a scale and kind unimaginable
in any prior age.

The Pacific Islands is where
European colonization of Asia
was inaugurated. The Marianas

were the site of the most intense
and bloody battles of the Pa-
cific War. The Pacific Islands
have been the crossroads of the
Pacific Rim, the place for cen-
turies where East and West have
paused on their voyages of trade
or conquest.

On these islands, at the be-
ginning of the last quarter of
this century, representatives of
51 countries gathered to affirm
their commitment to change the
course of human history.

“Nothing is more precious
than peace. Nothing brings
more happiness. Peace is the
basic starting point for the ad-
vancement of humankind.”

The words of Dr. Daisaku
Ikeda, founder of Soka Univer-
sity of America, express the
fundamental ideal for which
those people gathered. Those
individuals of little fame or
recognition joined together in
common resolve to sow the
seeds of peace in the hearts of
the people, to transform society
not through seeking political or
economic power, but through
building bonds of trust among
the people of the world.

Rationale

Whereas, despite means of
communication and travel
which have produced an un-
precedented movement of peo-
ple, ideas, and information
across the globe, human society
is threatened by a “new isola-
tionism,” a spirit of intolerance
evidenced by increasing insu-
larity and a dangerous outbreak
of conflictin the name of ethnic,
religious or national identity;

Whereas, humanity is at a
crossroads, and must choose
between a path of material
progress at the expense of spir-
itual renewal, or a path which
leads toward an age of spiritual
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Aerial view of the island of Fiji.

battles in the Pacific War when the United States attacked it. SGI-USA members on Palau know from their own fam-
ilies’ experiences how long it can take to heal the wounds of war.

Harnessing this great spiritual
power in the direction of peace,
inthe direction of harmony, and
in the direction of always seek-
ing ever greater spiritual depths
is our endeavor.

* We must remember that the
next generation of world leaders
is entrusted to our care. We must
develop our own capacity for
compassion, and for spiritual re-
newal, and foster in them this

Micronesia Chapter Leader Noriko Lopez plays the accordion as Boys and
Girls Group members sing at an SGI-USA introductory meeting on the island

of Phonpei, Jan. 17. More than 100 guests attended this meeting.

and cultural renaissance, and a
quality of life befitting the in-
tegrity of each and every
human being; and

Whereas, education is the
key to cultivating the hearts,
minds and spirits of the youth,
those who will in fact create the
new century. Only through ed-
ucation can they learn and un-
derstand their history and her-
itage; only in this way can we
foster in them the determina-
tion to pursue the difficult path
of peace and humanism. Only
through education do we have
the means to free people from
the prejudices in their minds,
and the violence in their hearts.

Resolution

Dr. Ikeda suggests in the
preface to The New Human Rev-
olution that the “power of the
spirit” is stronger than any
weapon of war. “To transform
this century of war into a cen-
tury of peace, we must cultivate
the limitless inherent power of

human life. This is the
human revolution....”

Gathered againinthe
Pacific Islands, as we
contemplate the dawn
of the 21st century, we,
the representatives of a
new Pacific, hereby
stand resolved to dedi-
cate ourselves to the
task of creating a cen-
tury of life and peace.

¢ In response to the
barbarity of war, we
must declare the true
value of peace. In re-
sponse to the savagery
of exploitation and op-
pression, we must as-
sert the principle of
fundamental human
equality, and the inher-
ent dignity of all life.

* We must never for-
get that as great as the
methods of human de-
struction become, the
power of the human
spirit is always greater.

same spirit. We must inspire in
them a deep and lasting com-
PLEASE SEE RESOLUTION, 7

A canon from one of the U.S. ships that
attacked Saipan in the Pacific War now stands
at the foot of Saipan’s Suicide Cliff. Thousands
of Japanese and Chamorro civilians leapt to
their deaths from this cliff as the U.S. forces
invaded the island.
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By ANDRI BAYNUM

GUAM CORRESPONDENT

niversity of Guam
students and faculty,
SGI-USA members
from Guam and
neighboring islands, and lead-
ers and high chiefs from
throughout the Pacific Islands
signed a New Pacific Peace Res-
olution at the 1st Pacific Islands
New Millennium Peace Confer-
ence. Many mentioned how
happy they were that such a di-
verse body of common people
had come together to make this
resolution and that a Pacific is-
land, although small and distant
from the rest of the world, had
been chosen as the site for this
historical resolution signing.

Peteriko Pelep, a new mem-
ber from the island of Pohn-
pei, remarked, “This is the
first time I ever attended a
gathering like this, and [ now
believe that peace is possible.”
loanida Apel, another new
member from Pohnpei, said,
“Everything they said at the
conference was true, and it’s
starting to work.”

University of Guam stu-
dents, many of whom were
learning of the SGI’s peace
movement for the first time,
were also enthusiastic. Tafny
Fritz, a student majoring in
tourism, commented: “I really
feel welcome, and it’s good to
have this kind of conference. |
believe that there is a chance
that we can all be as one and live
together.” Richard Villanueva, a
nursing major, noted that “there
has been great interest world-
wide in the Pacific —this con-
ference will help ensure peace
in our region.”

We Stgne It!
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The Honorable Gerson Jackson, lieutenant governor of Kosrae, signs the New
Pacific Peace Resolution as fellow delegates from Kosrae look on, Jan. 22.

Leaders and high chiefs from
Saipan, Tonga, Yap, Kosrae,
Chuuk, Palau and Pohnpei all
signed the resolution and reit-
erated their commitment to
peace in this region and the
world. The lieutenant governor
of Yap, Andrew Yatilman, liked
what the resolution had to say
about the spiritual path of seek-
ing human harmony that the is-
landers call the Pacific Way.
“Using the Pacific Way to pro-
mote peace through the ex-
tended family and the commu-
nity is the first step in creating
world peace,” he said.

Likewise, Langi Kavaliku,
deputy prime minister of
Tonga, said that what the reso-
lution meant to him was that
“you can only promote peace if
you have peace within yourself.
And once you have peace
within yourself, you can start
working with others, who are
also doing it themselves.”

A

Before they sign the New Pacific

Peace Resolution, Carl T.C.
Gutierrez, governor of Guam, on
Jan. 21 encourages the conference
participants that ‘as a region, Asia
and the Pacific really have an amaz-
ing opportunity to make a mark in
history that will be acknowledged
for all time. Let it be forever written
that it began here today’

Marlyn
Mobel, a
Univer-
sity of
Guam
student
from Kiri-
bati, ma-
joring in
anthro-

Ll pology
and politics, commented on
the conference: “The speakers
emphasized a lot about culture
and to respect. Speakers that
came up respectfully acknowl-
edged each of their colleagues.
Ireally liked Mr. Eiichi Wada’s
speech and several of the other
speakers’ speeches. The con-
ference was very interesting.”

Marcelino
Umwech,
former
governor
of Chuuk:
“Our is-
lands are
small. Cul-
turally, we
are used to
having fol-
lowers and leaders—given a
strong leader, if that organiza-
tion’s leader prioritizes peace,
in whatever organization he
runs, peace will be advanced.
There are other aspects of our
great island life that we can
make the most use of:

“We are used to the custom
of reciprocity. We can use the
same situation for peace. If I
offer from my heart, you will
offer it back. We can explore
our lifestyle and see that there
are things that are unique to
our situation.

“What do I foresee as far as
the islands continuing this type
of dialogue in the future? I am
sure that everyone here is sin-
cere, and I am sure it will con-
tinue. I am confident that good
will prevail, especially since it
is peace that we are seeking.”

FrROM RESOLUTION, 6

mitment to their highest ideals.

* Representing people and
cultures throughout the Pacific,
we must become the seeds of a
new Pacific Islands Commu-
nity of Peace. We must become
leaders who seek to establish
the Pacific Way, a new kind of
international statecraft that
seeks unity in diversity, and that
practices consensus building
through mutual understanding
and respect.

This is our common mission.
This is our mutual pledge.

On this 21st day of January, in
the 2000th year of the Com-
mon Era

9

At the 1st Pacific Islands New Millennium Peace Conference on Jan. 21: (1-r) Deputy Prime Minister Langi Kavaliku
of Tonga, Lieutenant Governor Andrew Yatilman of Yap, High Chief Ibadul of Palau, High Chief Reklai of Palau,
Lieutenant Governor Gerson Jackson of Kosrae, Former Governor Marcelino Umwech of Chuuk and John Gonzalez,
executive assistant to the governor of the Commonwealth of the Northern Marianas Islands.

B ] Johon

Gonzales,
executive
assistant
to the gov-
ernor of
the Com-
m o n -
wealth of
t h e
Northern
Marianas Islands: “The hold-
ing of this conference on Guam
is very fitting and timely given
that this is the location of the
most tragic war that was waged
in this part of the world. The ini-
tiative that has been taken by the
visionaries and dreamers for
world peace—the SGI, the Pa-
cific Islands leaders and the
peoples of the Pacific, in this
global village—is to be com-
mended. It is through under-
standing cultures, creating a
culture of peace and respecting
the individualities and dignities
of people that we can work to-
ward that lasting legacy of cre-
ating a new world order for our
generation and for other gener-
ations to follow.

“The uniqueness and the
strength of us Pacific Islanders
are the tight-knit families and
bonds that we so commonly
share. That basic strength we
hold is called inafa’ maolek,
which means togetherness, har-
mony, cooperation. When one
family or clan has an event that
is coming up, all the families,
not only the immediate mem-
bers but the extended family
members as well, come to-
gether through word of mouth
to share in planning and orga-
nizing and in celebrating the
uniqueness and the bonds we
all have. I think that is a pri-
mary moving force here in the
Pacific that we should nur-
ture—strength of family and
togetherness—so that we can
hold hands and create a chain
across the Pacific and amplify
our voices for world peace.”

Rivka
Millhoff,
a student
at the Uni-
versity of
Guam: “I
hope this
conference
is the start
in bringing
the cul-
tures and islands together—
not necessarily mixing them but
just uniting the people.”

Helene Anderson and
Andri Baynum interviewed
the conference partici-
pants and contributed to
overall coverage of the
Guam events.




8 FesBruary 4,2000 » WORLD TRIBUNE

SGI PRESIDENT IKEDA’S JAN. 6 SPEECH — PART 2

The Most

‘In the realm of
human beings, SGI
President Ikeda says,
‘there is nothing as
beautiful or strong as
the bond between
mentor and disciple’

The conclusion of SGI Presi-
dent lkeda's speech at the 41st
Soka Gakkai Headquarters
Leaders Meeting, held at the
Tokyo Makiguchi Memorial
Hall in Hachioji, Jan. 6.

nthe bitterly cold winter of

1941, as air and artillery

shelling rained down re-

lentlessly on Leningrad
[now St. Petersburg], a grand
celebration was held to mark the
500th anniversary of the birth of
the great Uzbekistan poet Al-
isher Navoi. The organizer of
the event was losif Orbeli, a
member of the Russian Acad-
emy of Sciences and the direc-
tor of the Hermitage Museum.
He fought bravely to protect the
museum’s priceless treasures
from the ravages of war.

His eyes with an animated
brightness that not even the sub-
zero temperature could dam-
pen, Orbeli spoke proudly of
“Leningrad’s brave spirit, its
unquenchable will, the human-
ism of Soviet science.” As he
was speaking, a huge explosion
rang out nearby. But Orbeli re-
mained unruffled.

Without any change of tone,
he called for calm and contin-
ued the deeply significant gath-
ering with the unshakable
serenity and composure of an
emperor of the spirit. This great
champion of culture is none
other than the venerable mentor
of Dr. Yuri Petrosyan [vice pres-
ident of the St. Petersburg Sci-
entific Center at the Russian
Academy of Sciences], who is
with us today.

When we met four years ago,
Dr. Petrosyan declared with
pride, “My greatest happiness in
life is that I had a great mentor.”
I will never forget the solemn
expression with which he said
this. In the realm of human be-
ings, there is nothing as beauti-
ful or strong as the bond between
mentor and disciple. I hope you
will always remember this.

Fifty-five years ago, in Janu-
ary 1945, Josei Toda, the Soka
Gakkai’s second president, ush-
ered in his second New Year’s

Beautiful Bond
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SGI President Ikeda enjoys St. Petersburg State University Rector Ludmila Verbitskaya’s speech, Jan. 6.

Day in prison, where the author-
ities had placed him for his op-
position to Japanese militarism.
In his unheated, freezing prison
cell, Mr. Toda prayed fervently
with just one wish: “Tam young.
Please let me bear the brunt of all
persecutions, so that my elderly
mentor, Mr. Makiguchi, can be
released from prison and return
home safely to his family as
quickly as possible.”

OnJan. 8, 1945, however, Mr.
Toda was brusquely informed
by one of the preliminary court
judges, who had come to the
prison to question him, that his
mentor had died in prison [on
Nov. 18, 1944]. When he heard
this, Mr. Toda cried out: “Who
was it that abused, tormented
and murdered Mr. Makiguchi?!
I’ll never forget what you’ve
done to him! I will avenge my
mentor’s death!”

Mr. Toda constantly admon-
ished, “Do not leave a single
enemy of the Buddha unde-
feated!” In other words, we must
resolutely vanquish the enemies
of the Buddha. This is the spirit
of Mr. Makiguchi and the spirit
of Mr. Toda. It is also my spirit.
Those who fail to understand

this are not truly following the
path of mentor and disciple.

From that day, from that time
on, Mr. Toda launched his
struggle as an invincible war-
rior for truth and justice.

Mr. Toda was also passion-
ately determined to widely
communicate the greatness of
Mr. Makiguchi’s philosophy of
value-creation to universities
and academic institutions
around the globe. I dedicate to
my mentor the prestigious aca-
demic honor I have received
today in this Makiguchi Memo-
rial Hall from St. Petersburg
State University, one of the top
educational institutions in the
world. It is a wonderful way to
celebrate the 100th anniversary
of Mr. Toda’s birth, which will
be Feb. 11.

We must speak out for
justice tirelessly.

Incidentally, St. Petersburg
State University Rector Lud-
mila Verbitskaya is a leading
authority in the fields of lin-
guistics, phonetics, phonology
and the teaching of the Russian
language. My wife confides to
being particularly charmed by

the lovely cadences of the Russ-
ian language.

The power of our voice is in-
calculable. Our voice reveals a

lotabout us. The beauty of Rec-
tor Verbitskaya’s voice today is
like the gentle ripples of St. Pe-
tersburg’s Neva River.

ToPICS FOR DISCUSSION MEETINGS

President Toda’s Constant

Admonition

From This Speech:

Josei Toda constantly admonished, “Do not leave a
single enemy of the Buddha undefeated!” In other
words, we must resolutely vanquish the enemies of the
Buddha. This is the spirit of Mr. Makiguchi and the spir-
it of Mr. Toda. It is also my spirit. Those who fail to
understand this are not truly following the path of men-
tor and disciple.

1) Why do you think President Toda constantly admon-
ished his disciples to defeat the enemies of the Buddha?
What was he thinking about?

2) Who are the enemies of the Buddha?

3) Why do you think that the Soka Gakkai had this spirit
to defeat the enemies of the Buddha from its very begin-
ning?

4) If defeating the enemies of the Buddha is the path of
mentor and disciple, how can each of us follow that
path? What can each of us do to become true disciples?
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In the struggle against the
Nazi invasion of Leningrad, po-
etry readings and expressions of
encouragement broadcast over
the radio offered comfort and
hope to the people, inspiring
them to keep on going. The fa-
mous poet Anna Akhmatova de-
clared on the radio during the
siege: “All my life is connected
with Leningrad.... I, like all of
you now, live with one uncon-
querable belief— that Leningrad
never will be Fascist.”

It was voices such as this
woman’s, filled with a powerful
resolve not to bow to the ag-
gressors, that saved the citizens
of Leningrad. No matter how
many bombs or threatening
leaflets the enemy planes
dropped on the city, ordinary
Russian citizens, working to-
gether at the grass roots, rose up
in resistance, addressing their
fellow citizens with voices ring-
ing with optimism, courage and
conviction. That is why they
weren’t defeated, why they won.

It is the voice —the voice is
important. As someone pointed
out, while the youth of recent
times may talk a lot, the large
majority lack the moral strength
to speak out for what is right. It
is crucial that, with dignified,
pleasant-sounding voices, we
create in people’s hearts an
awareness of justice and truth.

Nichiren Daishonin states,
“The voice does the Buddha’s
work” (Gosho Zenshu, p. 708).
He also says, “Words manifest
through sound to convey the
sentiments in our heart” (Gosho
Zenshu, p. 563). Our lives are
sublime musical instruments
that produce wondrous sounds
reverberating with great power
and resonance. Our lives are
weapons with which to triumph
over all enemies. A voice thatis
sincere and earnest can pro-
foundly touch people’s lives,
shaking them to their very
depths. So it is important that
we speak pleasantly, in a way
clear and to the point. Please do
not be the kind of leader whose
words are so incoherent that no
one has any idea what you're
talking about.

‘We must also remember that
this age of great confusion and
social disorder—the Latter
Day of the Law —is described
in Buddhist scriptures as “an
age of conflict and dispute.”
Hence, those who speak out for
justice and champion truth vig-
orously and fearlessly will pre-
vail. To remain quiet and meek
in the face of injustice will lead
only to defeat.

It is crucial that we continue
to speak out for justice tirelessly,
that we win over evil and injus-
tice. It is also important that we
condemn writings that violate

humanrights. Oursis a struggle
to establish in society a firm
commitment to peace and a re-
fusal to tolerate militarism. Let
us speak out with all our might
for the sake of justice!

One strong woman can
transform history.

I understand that both of
Rector Verbitskaya’s beloved
parents were tragic victims of
the dictator Stalin’s purges.
People of outstanding talent,
people who had made great
contributions to their home-
land, who had risked their lives
defending it, were arrested on
false charges.

There is nothing more fright-
ening than the jealousy of those
in power. The only defense is to
empower the people, so that they
can keep the authorities in check.

Undaunted by this cruel per-
secution of her parents, the
young Ms. Verbitskaya contin-
ued to pursue her worthy stud-
ies. Her experience of studying
amid great hardship and depri-
vation is the source of the deep
love and compassion she has
for the students of her univer-
sity today. Embracing the next
generation of brilliant leaders in
the noble light of humanistic
education, she is fostering
many talented individuals for
the new century.

On Jan. 4, I met Mayor Le
Lam of Auburn, Australia, the
site of the main stadium for the
2000 Sydney Olympics. A
woman of great integrity and
character, Ms. Lam is working
to serve the people in her com-
munity. Her own experience as
a refugee in her youth has mo-
tivated her to help others suf-
fering similar hardships.

Youwillnot be defeated in life,
no matter what happens, if you
develop strength and cultivate
wisdom. Strength and wisdom
are prerequisites for happiness.

And the strength of one
strong, wise woman can change
society and transform history.
Everything is determined by
the human revolution —the
inner transformation—of a
single individual.

The 19th-century poet Niko-
laj Njekrasov, who studied at
St. Petersburg State University
and had a profound love for the
people, writes:

Only the names of those

Who work for the grand
cause of our age,

Who give all of their
being

To the struggle to defend
their compatriots,

Their fellow human
beings,

Will be remembered.

Courtesy of SEIKYO PRESS
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On Jan. 4 at the Tokyo Makiguchi Memorial Hall in Hachioji, SGI President Ikeda meets Mayor Le Lam of Auburn,

Australia, the site of the main stadium for the 2000 Sydney Olympics.

I pledge today that we of the
SGI, while working together
even more closely with St. Pe-
tersburg State University, will
strive to increase the scope and
momentum of the great hu-
manistic struggle moving the
world from a century of war and
repression to one of peace and
humanity. I also offer sincere
prayers for the ongoing devel-
opment and prosperity of St.
Petersburg State University, as
it marches toward the historic
milestone of the 300th anniver-
sary of its founding, in 2024.

I'am also praying with all my
heart for the continued good

health and success in the com-
ing year of our distinguished
guests, Rector Verbitskaya,
Vice President Petrosyan, Dean
Ivan Steblin-Kamensky and all
those present today.

Toall of our leaders here from
different parts of Japan and the
world: Please convey my very
best regards to your fellow mem-
bers when you get home. Let’s
launch a determined struggle
and win! I will fight in the van-
guard. I will fight single-hand-
edly. And I hope my true disci-
ples will follow my lead.

Spasiba! (Thank you in
Russian.)

Read the WT
E-mail Express

The WT E-mail Express is a
free, weekly e-mailer for World
Tribune subscribers. It features
excerpts from President
Ikeda’s new speeches, essays
and dialogues, as well as pre-
views of other upcoming World
Tribune articles.

To subscribe to the WT
E-mail Express, just follow
these three easy steps:

1) Open a new e-mail message
2) Enter to:
ListManager@sgi-usa.org
3) Enter message text: SUB-
SCRIBE wtexpress
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Praying for a Good Explanation

By MICHAEL LISAGOR

VIENNA, VA.

electing just the right
24 doughnuts at the
local Dunkin’ Donuts
on an early wintry Sun-
day morning with a line of hun-
gry parents and impatient chil-
dren behind you can be a
harrowing experience. Still, I
had already chanted 30 minutes
and was up to the challenge.

“No sprinkles (kids spill
them on the carpet).”

“Yes, extra napkins, please!”

I pulled into our garage at 10
a.m., dropped the treats on the
kitchen table and bolted up the
stairs to our second-floor chant-
ing room. This was a McLean/
Tysons Group meeting. About
15 members were vigorously
chanting, including Julia’s
mother who was an SGI pio-
neer in Peru and had come to
live with her daughter’s family
in America.

I was especially pleased to
see a guest. I knew this must be
Phil. He had called me the day
before to invite himself to our
meeting. He had recently re-
turned with his family from
India after a year-and-a-half as-
signment as an environmental
consultant and had decided he
wanted to embrace a daily Bud-
dhist practice. He had read
about the Soka Gakkai in amag-
azine article and looked for the
SGI on the Internet. He thought
the SGI-USA web site was very
informative and liked what it
said about the philosophy. He
then called our community cen-
ter and was referred to a local
leader, who gave him my num-
ber. Congratulations, Phil, on
sponsoring yourself! That’s
what I call a seeking mind.

As I watched a women’s di-
vision member, Lil, point out
gongyo to Phil, I worried about
what a guest would think of the
five silent prayers. Unfamiliar
Buddhist concepts like shoten
zenjin (Buddhist gods), Three
Great Secret Laws, kosen-rufu
and the True Buddha could be
misleading or even disturbing
if taken out of context. I also
chanted very sincerely for
some innovative way to ex-
plain the practice. I happened
to look down at the sutra book
in my lap and decided to see if
I could use the five prayers of
gongyo as a framework to
share the fundamentals of our
practice, philosophy and orga-
nization. I figured if I could

survive
Dunkin’
Donuts on a
Sunday morn-
ing, then
maybe I could
pull this off as
well. Here’s
what I said:

s practitioners of the

Nichiren school of Ma-
hayana Buddhism, we chant
Nam-myoho-renge-kyo and also
recite two chapters of the Lotus
Sutra five times in the morning
and three times each evening.
The entire 28 chapters of this
sutrarepresent the final and most
important teachings of the first
Buddha, or enlightened person,
in recorded history. This man,
who is sometimes called Shakya-
muni or Gautama Siddhartha,
lived in India about 2,500 years
ago. Over the next two millennia,
Mahayana Buddhism spread
through Central Asia to China
and then to Japan. As you just
saw, we express our sense of grat-
itude and resolve as believers by
performing one of five silent
prayers each time we recite a sec-
tion. I'd like to use each of these
prayersto provide an explanation
of Nichiren Daishonin’s Bud-
dhism and the Soka Gakkai.

First Prayer — Appreciation
for and empowerment of
the shoten zenjin

The first prayer expresses our
appreciation for the shoten zen-
Jjin, the functions in our lives
and environment that protect us
when we chant Nam-myoho-
renge-kyo. Through exhaustive
studies and internal realizations
inturbulent 13th-century Japan,
Nichiren Daishonin came to re-
alize that the title of each chap-
ter of the Lotus Sutra, Myoho-
renge-kyo, is the essence of the
Buddha’s teachings. It is this
natural Law that allows each
human being to discover his or
her fundamental identity as an
enlightened being. By adding
nam, or devotion to, he gave us
a tangible means to express our
own enlightenment in our daily
lives through chanting these
five characters.

This Buddhism is based on
the reality that our surroundings
are a reflection of our life.
Through chanting, we can man-
ifest our enlightenment. This
causes both conspicuous and in-
conspicuous improvements in
our environment in the same
way our shadow straightens
when we stand up. So itis ourin-
ternal practice and faith that pro-
tects us, as opposed to an exter-

nal god or supernatural force.
Some philosophers have likened
this process to returning to our
spiritual center. We refer to this
process of inner transformation
as individual human revolution.

One of the interpretations of
the word kyo is harmony. When
we chant, we are more in
rhythm with our environ-
ment—things seem to go our
way more often. The Daishonin
explained that a true philosophy
should not only be historically
and theoretically sound but
must also provide actual proof
in the lives of its believers.

Second Prayer — Appreciation
for the Dai-Gohonzon

The scroll we chant to is called
the Gohonzon. Each member of
the SGI can receive a Gohonzon
once they have established a
solid daily practice. The original
Gohonzon was inscribed by
Nichiren Daishonin over 700
years ago so that his followers
would have a specific object in
their environment on which to
focus. This Gohonzon was a
physical manifestation of the
Daishonin’s enlightenment —
his realizations about karma,
gain and loss, and the eternity of
life. The words Nam-myoho-
renge-kyo are written down the
middle of the scroll. You’ll have
to take my word for that!

We offer praise to the Go-
honzon in the second prayer.
Obviously, in one sense this
scroll is merely a piece of paper
with Chinese characters on it.
However, its significance lies
in its profound representation
of'the enlightened potential that
exists within each of us. So, as
we use a mirror to enhance our
physical presence, we use the
Gohonzon to polish our spiri-
tual selves and project the most
attractive life-condition.

The Three Great Secret Laws
aren’t really a secret anymore.
They refer to the invocation of
Nam-myoho-renge-kyo, the in-
scription of the original Go-
honzon and the sanctuary
where it is enshrined. More im-
portant to us, it refers to the fact
that every human being has the
potential for happiness in this
lifetime and that we can sin-
cerely pray to our own Gohon-
zon in our own homes and re-
veal the same enlightenment as
Nichiren Daishonin. In other
words, no priest or leader stands
between enlightenment and us.

Third Prayer—Appreciation
for the three teachers

In the third prayer, we ex-
press our appreciation for

Nichiren Daishonin as well as
his two main disciples, the sec-
ond and third high priests with-
out whose dedication we would
not be able to chant today. The
Daishonin underwent incredi-
ble persecutions and hardships
to establish the foundation of
this Buddhism. The many the-
ses and letters he wrote to en-
courage and guide his followers
provide a practical basis and
foundation for his life philoso-
phy and are still a relevant
source of inspiration and guid-
ance in the 21st century.

The second high priest,
Nikko Shonin, set a shining ex-
ample of a disciple’s behavior.
He kept the true spirit of Bud-
dhism alive by supporting his
mentor, Nichiren Daishonin,
and by sharing this practice
with others. In turn, Nichi-
moku, the third high priest,
bravely remonstrated with cor-
rupt government officials who
felt threatened by the Dai-
shonin’s teachings of equality
for even ordinary people.

Fourth Prayer — For the
attainment of kosen-rufu
and fulfillment of personal
desires

The fourth prayer expresses
our desire for kosen-rufu, or
world peace, and our commit-
ment to the continued develop-
ment of the SGI in this endeavor.
As a lay religious organization,
we are dedicated to working
with all people, including those
of other faiths, to bring about a
more peaceful world.

Because Nam-myoho-renge-
kyo affects the deepest spiritual
level of our lives, it affords us
the power to lessen any negative
effects that we might otherwise
receive from causes we have
made in the past. Slander of the
Law, as used in this prayer,
refers to actions we have taken
that are incompatible with a life
based on Buddhist compassion
and wisdom. Over the years,
our consistent practice enables
us to overcome all adversity and
establish a joyful life-condition.

Fifth Prayer — Appreciation
for the first and second
presidents of the Soka Gakkai
and prayer for the deceased

A few years before the out-
break of World War II, Tsune-
saburo Makiguchi, a Japanese
educator, encountered Nichiren
Daishonin’s Buddhism and
founded an organization of lay
believers called the Soka Ky-
oiku Gakkai or value-creation
education society. While the
Nichiren Shoshu priests acqui-

esced to the demands of the mil-
itaristic Shinto government,
Makiguchi and his disciple,
JoseiToda, were imprisoned for
their opposition to the war and
for refusing to accept the state
religion of Shinto.

Makiguchi died in jail. But at
the end of the war, Josei Toda
was released and became the
second president of the Soka
Gakkai. He dedicated his life to
sharing this Buddhism so others
could relieve their own suffer-
ing. The organization experi-
enced tremendous growth in
Japan before his death in 1958.
Under the direction of the third
SGI president, Daisaku lkeda,
this Buddhism spread further in
Japan, even around the world.
Today there are more than 12
million SGI Buddhists practic-
ing in 148 countries.

Eventually, it became appar-
ent that the priesthood had be-
come very corrupt. They be-
lieved that they were more
worthy of respect than the lay
believers and insisted that the
SGI members blindly follow
them even when they were so
obviously not practicing the
Daishonin’s teachings them-
selves. Their greed and egotism
were actually leading people to
unhappiness. About 10 years
ago, we became the largest lay
religious organization ever to
be excommunicated. Since
then, we have continued to
practice and study the teachings
of Nichiren Daishonin under
the leadership and guidance of
Daisaku Ikeda and to share the
remarkable results of our prac-
tice with others.

Itis difficultto grasp the true
reality of our daily lives without
facing the inevitability and
meaning of death. In this prayer
we also pray for the enlighten-
ment of deceased relatives and
other individuals. And, because
Nichiren Daishonin taught us
the interconnectedness of all
human beings — that we can
not truly be happy as long as
there is a single person suffer-
ing in the world— we pray for
the happiness of all humanity.

Phil thanked me for the ex-
planation and some of the
members suggested I share it
with others through the World
Tribune. We had a very warm
and encouraging meeting and
then managed to polish off al-
most all the doughnuts without
dropping a single crumb. I prob-
ably could have bought some
with sprinkles after all.

(Michael Lisagor can be reached
at: lisagor@celerityworks.com)
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In Lebanon, Shin’ichi Yamamoto says: ‘Every-
thing is a drama, with all sorts of twists and turns.

But isn’t that what makes it all interesting? If

everything always went exactly as planned, life

would be pretty dull!’

hin’ichi Yamamoto

chose his words care-

fully: “Here in the

Middle East, and in
Europe as well, religion has a
much greater significance
and social influence than it
does in Japan. When con-
flicting political and social
interests compound religious
differences, the problem only
gets more complicated. 1
think dialogue is essential,
but I am talking about dia-
logue among human beings,
dialogue that transcends reli-
gious distinctions.

“In other words, I think the
most important thing is, as fel-
low citizens, as fellow human
beings, to first of all frankly
discuss issues of common in-
terest. And from there to build
a base of shared empathy.

“This requires eliminating
the idea that people can be di-
vided according to their be-
liefs or religious affiliations. I
think it is a mistake to regard
people as abstract groups, to
identify them in terms of eth-
nicity, religion, nationality or
class, rather than seeing them
as individuals. Such thinking
only divides people and will
never bring about real dialogue
or true friendship.

“In the case of Lebanon,
dialogue must begin first and
foremost with the assump-
tion, the principle, that all cit-

izens have equal rights, are
worthy of respect and have a
right to life. More than dia-
logue among religious
groups, there is a need for di-
alogue among people.

“This dialogue should focus
not on religious beliefs but on
human life. This is of course
not easy, but if people do not
communicate on this level,
things will only get more dif-
ficult.  have decided to devote
the rest of my life to promot-
ing such life-to-life dialogue
around the world.

“Buddhism originally had
no different denominations or
schools. Nor was it intended
for any specific ethnic group
or social class. It was a teach-
ing expounded for human be-
ings, for all humanity.

“Nichiren Daishonin’s only
concern, as well, was how to
bring happiness to all human
beings. President Toda once
said that the Soka Gakkai
should distinguish itself as a
‘human religion.” Everything
should always be based on
concern for the human being.
Letus also always act with that
big-hearted spirit.

“There are many different
religions, peoples and cultures
in today’s world. The only way
for humankind to join together
in harmony amid such diver-
sity is to return to the starting
point: our shared humanity.

Ruins of the ancient city of Baalbek.

EVOLUTION

SGI President lkeda’s novelized history of the Soka Gakkai

by KENICHIRO UCHIDA

This is the teaching of Bud-
dhism. A Buddhist is someone
dedicated to achieving peace
and happiness for all people.”

Shin’ichi’s words stirred a
new awareness in his listeners.

he afternoon of Jan.

23, Shin’ichi and his

party visited the ruins

of the ancient city
Baalbek, once known as He-
liopolis, or City of the Sun, lo-
cated in the Al Biga Valley
northeast of Beirut.

Late that night, Shin’ichi
and his group were to catch a
1:10 a.m. flight to New Delhi,
India, by way of Teheran, Iran.
But when they arrived at the
airport, they learned that
strong winds had forced their
plane to land on Cyprus, de-
laying its Beirut arrival. An air-
line representative said that
while no new departure time
had yet been scheduled, their
flight would probably be de-
layed at least 10 hours.

Shin’ichi and the others re-
turned to their hotel and tried
calling the airport again the
next morning, but there was
still no definite departure time.

Asthey ate breakfast at the
hotel, Kiyoshi Jujo said with
some irritation: “There’s al-
ways trouble when you try to
get around overseas. You just
never know what’s going to
happen.”

Shin’ichi laughed and
replied: “We can say the same
about life in general and about
the path of kosen-rufu. Every-
thing is a drama, with all sorts
of twists and turns. But isn’t
that what makes it all interest-
ing? If everything always went
exactly as planned, life would
be pretty dull!

“Whenever I encounter a
trial or obstacle, I just regard
it as another of life’s dramas,
and I face it head-on. We are
all the protagonists in the
drama of our own lives, so we
may as well play our role as
hero to the fullest.

“It’s especially important
for young people to have this
attitude. If we react to every-
thing that happens with sur-
prise, panic, complaint and
sadness, we can’t be heroes.
We’ll just end up ruining the
whole drama.”

Shin’ichi’s words expressed
his philosophy on life.

The group finally flew out
of Beirut at 5:00 p.m. on the
24th. They were 16 hours be-
hind schedule. Originally, they
had planned to spend one night
in New Delhi, but because of
the delay they decided to can-
cel their stay there and proceed
to Hong Kong, their next des-
tination. When they arrived in
New Delhi by way of Teheran,
it was the middle of the night.
They reached their next
stopover, Bangkok, the fol-
lowing morning.

Shin’ichi had planned to
meet with some of the Thai
members at the airport dur-
ing their Bangkok layover.
Entering the airport lobby, he
saw some 50 people waiting
to greet him.

On his visit to Bangkok in
February 1962, the year be-
fore, when the first chapter in
Thailand had been formed,
there had been a membership
of only 20-some households.
Now there were nearly 200.

Daisaku Ikeda appears in the
novel as Shin’ichi Yamamoto.
The events take place in 1963.
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THIS BEAUTIFUL EARTH: PHOTO ESSAYS BY SGI PRESIDENT IKEDA

‘A Hawailian

pening the window, the
scent of the sea breezes in.
As always, the beach at
Waikiki is lively and
bustling. The happy shouts
of children. Voices calling to friends. Peo-
ple in brightly colored swimsuits run-
ning on the hot sand. Others lounging
in the shadows of palm fronds. Look-
ing toward this paradise of the Pacific,
people come here from west and east,
gathering and becoming friends.

“Enjoy!”— this is the Aloha spirit!

Then, my eyes are drawn to one spot
on the beach. There, from the sand,
emerges the figure of a white horse.
Who had sculpted it? It seems as if it is
ready to gallop gracefully away. I bow
with respect and appreciation to the
nameless beach artist who created it.

Had someone unearthed a horse
buried in sand? Or was it unearthed
from deep in the artist’s heart?

Once sand was touched by creative
hands, it was no longer just sand. It
ceased to be simply a thing. The sand
became the beautiful body of a horse,
a fusion of matter and spirit.

That moment when something un-

seen becomes something visible —
there we find the mystery of creativity!

Human beings are works of art cre-
ated by the universe from the same ma-
terial as the stars.

This galloping horse, too, was cre-
ated from the universal elements of
Earth, Water, Fire, Wind and Void!
Everything created by nature, including
the human being, is a masterpiece.

The magnificent banyan tree. The
crimson hibiscus. Rainbow-colored
tropical fish. Nature itself aims at
beauty. Life strives for beauty. Nothing
is ugly that is vitally alive.

The intense sunlight of endless sum-
mer beats upon my arm as I hold my
camera. A strong fragrance floats in the
dry air. Is it ginger-grass? Plumeria?

If one just has the heart to perceive
it, this world is filled with beauty. The
waves, the clouds, are great artists.

The Earth calls out to us: “People! Be
beautiful, be strong, like me! Give
birth! Give rise! To things of value! Be
generous! Don’t hold back! Create!
Create! Something wonderful!”

To give birth is a joy! To create is a
joy! To encourage people is to create. To
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make friends—this, too, is creation,
as is to foster capable people! The joy
of creation! This is the triumphant cry
of life itself!

Dutch historian Johan Huizinga
refers to the human being as “Homo Lu-
dens” — one who plays —and suggests
that culture is born out of play.

To break away from a state of being
bound by a quest for material things and
freely create something—this is cul-
ture. This is what it means to be human.

‘Words suggesting play or enjoyment
appear in many places throughout the
Lotus Sutra.

Itreads, for example, “To stroll [frolic]
about without fear like the lion king.”

And, “Mounting the jeweled car-
riages, driving off in all directions, de-
lighting and amusing themselves.”

Also, “day and night for unnumbered
kalpas to find constant enjoyment.”

There is a figure in the sutra named
Bodhisattva Lion Frolic World.

And the sutra speaks of the “sport
carried out by the Thus Come One’s
transcendental powers,” as well as the
world being a place “where living be-
ings enjoy themselves at ease.”

Horse’

Here the Lotus Sutra tells us that
people appear in this world to enjoy
themselves.

The sutra also refers to a bodhisattva
who “enjoys himself going outamong the
lands, liberating people from suffering.”

From among all the worlds that fill
this vast universe, we have chosen and
come to this Earth to create happiness.
So even when suffering approaches, let
us ride it like a surfer on a wave and
enjoy overcoming it!

When our life force is strong, this
world becomes a place to “enjoy our-
selves at ease.” We can pull this power
from the “emerald sea” that exists in-
side our hearts. The name Waikiki
means “surging spring.”

When we cause our life force to well
forth, to surge up like a spring, that time
and that place become a paradise—a
garden of enjoyment!

Pay no mind to trifling matters!

Don’t become a tragic hero!

Overcome the sorrow in your heart!

Enjoy!

It 1s for this purpose that we were
born!

Nine in a series



