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A
s Vo

lum
e 8 b

eg
ins, the third

 anniversary o
f his p

resid
ency is ap

p
ro

aching
and

 S
hin’ichi Yam

am
o

to
 co

nsid
ers w

hat his next m
o

ve fo
r ko

sen-rufu w
ill b

e.

E
very river has a source. N

ichiren D
aishonin w

rites, “T
he farther the source, the longer

the stream
” (T

he W
ritings of N

ichiren D
aishonin, p. 940). T

he S
oka G

akkai, too, has a
brilliant spiritual source. It is the eternal w

ay of the oneness of m
entor and disciple, set

forth by the S
oka G

akkai’s first and second presidents, T
sunesaburo M

akiguchi and Josei
Toda. A

s long as this spirit rem
ains alive, the stream

 of kosen-rufu w
ill continue to nourish

the w
orld.

M
akiguchi w

as arrested by the oppressive m
ilitarist governm

ent in Japan and died in
prison during the cold of late autum

n, on N
ov. 18, 1944. H

e w
as 73. H

e gave his life in the
struggle to achieve peace and happiness for all hum

ankind, upholding the great philosophy
of B

uddhism
 as he fought against authoritarianism

 to the very end. H
is w

as a noble death.
Toda w

as arrested along w
ith M

akiguchi, and in his prison cell he steadfastly prayed for
his elderly m

entor: “P
lease allow

 m
e to take all the blam

e for both of us, and let M
r.

M
akiguchi go hom

e as soon as possible.” B
ut his beloved m

entor w
as not to leave prison

alive.
W

hen Toda learned of M
akiguchi’s death, he shook w

ith rage. A
nd w

hen he w
as finally

released from
 prison, this indom

itable cham
pion of the M

ystic L
aw

 sw
ore “revenge”

against unjust authority.
T

his revenge w
as to prove the validity of his m

entor’s cause; to inherit M
akiguchi’s w

ill
and create a flow

 of kosen-rufu as broad and pow
erful as a great river. It w

as to eradicate
m

isery from
 the w

orld and usher in an age in w
hich pow

er w
ould be restored to the people

and the strength of the hum
an spirit w

ould trium
ph over authority, m

ilitary m
ight and

violence, thereby establishing lasting global peace.
E

m
bracing his m

entor’s heart, Toda determ
ined that he, too, w

ould devote him
self to

spreading the D
aishonin’s teachings. B

oth the m
entor w

ho died in prison and the disciple
w

ho em
erged from

 prison alive w
ere lions prepared to stake everything for the spread of

the M
ystic L

aw
.

T
he w

ay of the lion is the w
ay of m

entor and disciple
—

of dedicating one’s life to truth
and justice. It is the w

ay of the courageous, w
ho stand alone, afraid of nothing. It is the

path of victory, in w
hich all evil and injustice are defeated. A

nd it is the w
ay of

com
passion, in w

hich one gives oneself com
pletely to cham

pioning the cause of the
people.

T
he S

oka G
akkai is a gathering of lions, an alliance of people w

ho share Josei Toda’s
spirit and have taken on the task of creating indestructible happiness and peace.

M
any w

ho joined the organization in the beginning w
ere struggling w

ith problem
s like



anniversary 
of 

S
hin’ichi Y

am
am

oto’s 
presidency. 

W
ith 

the 
occasion 

approaching,
S

hin’ichi had been giving m
uch thought to w

hat his next m
ove should be. T

his M
ay 3

w
ould m

ark the final lead up to the first m
ilestone he had set—

the seventh m
em

orial
(sixth anniversary) of Josei Toda’s death, on A

pril 2, the follow
ing year.

E
ach goal he had m

ade upon becom
ing president to achieve by that tim

e w
as being

realized. T
he m

em
bership goal of 3 m

illion households had already been reached five
m

onths earlier, w
ith the m

em
bership now

 standing at m
ore than 3.3 m

illion households.
W

ork on the G
rand R

eception H
all at the head tem

ple, w
hich the S

oka G
akkai w

as
building and donating to the priesthood, w

as m
oving sm

oothly tow
ard its scheduled

com
pletion the follow

ing spring. In addition, the new
 S

oka G
akkai H

eadquarters w
ould

be finished in A
ugust, and a cerem

ony to celebrate its com
pletion w

as slated for early
S

eptem
ber.

T
he K

om
ei Political Federation, w

ith the S
oka G

akkai as its m
ain supporting body, w

as
also m

aking great progress. Its representation in local governm
ent assem

blies now
surpassed 1,000 officials. It w

as steadily developing into a substantial force for restoring
governm

ent to the people and creating a society in w
hich the people w

ould play a leading
role.

S
ince 

S
hin’ichi’s 

inauguration, 
the 

S
oka 

G
akkai 

had 
clearly 

been 
grow

ing 
and

advancing by leaps and bounds. T
his m

ade him
 all the m

ore aw
are that to take the next big

step forw
ard, it w

ould be necessary to reorganize and secure the foundations of the
headquarters and general chapters in each area.

B
ut S

hin’ichi also keenly perceived an even m
ore im

portant task
—

to preserve for all
eternity the spirit of his predecessors, M

akiguchi and Toda, w
ho, unafraid of even death,

dedicated their lives to achieving peace and happiness for all hum
ankind. S

hin’ichi w
as

concerned that this spirit w
as gradually w

eakening am
ong the S

oka G
akkai leadership as

the organization continued to develop.
For exam

ple, he w
as beginning to notice leaders w

ho w
ere taking advantage of the S

oka
G

akkai now
 that it had becom

e w
ell established. R

ather than considering w
hat they could

do for kosen-rufu and the S
oka G

akkai, they w
ere expecting the S

oka G
akkai to do

som
ething for them

.
S

om
e leaders w

ere also of the m
istaken view

 that attaining a high position in the
organization w

as a sign of success. P
reoccupied w

ith becom
ing “im

portant,” they w
ould

be elated w
hen appointed to a higher position and disheartened if they w

ere not.
If people obsessed w

ith fam
e and personal profit—

people w
ho seek only to exploit the

S
oka G

akkai for their ow
n benefit—

becom
e leaders, the m

em
bers w

ill suffer. T
his w

ill
inevitably lead to the decay of the entire organization and its collapse from

 w
ithin.

For the future grow
th and advancem

ent of the S
oka G

akkai, S
hin’ichi silently pledged

to cut these tendencies off at the root. H
e w

ould begin by causing the S
oka G

akkai spirit
to brim

 w
ithin each leader’s heart.D

aisaku Iked
a ap

p
ears in the

novelas
S

hin’ichiYam
am

oto


