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‘T
he people of O

kinaw
a knew

 that w
ith perseverance and cooperation,in tim

e they
could surm

ount any obstacle,’
SG

I P
resident Ikeda w

rites.‘A
nd that w

ithout such
optim

ism
,

tom
orrow

 
w

ould 
never 

com
e.

T
hey 

possessed 
the 

strength 
to 

never
abandon hope.’

E
m

igrants from
 O

kinaw
a have m

ade rem
arkable contributions throughout the w

orld,
particularly in S

outh A
m

erica. W
ithin the S

G
I, as w

ell, the efforts of m
em

bers from
O

kinaw
a shine brilliantly. To nam

e but a few
, these m

em
bers include G

eneral D
irector

Y
oshim

asa C
hinen of C

hile, G
eneral D

irector Takeshi K
am

iya of B
olivia and W

om
en’s

L
eader M

arina K
iyoko N

akajim
a of B

razil.
A

n event to com
m

em
orate the centennial of Japanese im

m
igration to Peru w

as held in
M

ay last year, w
ith Peruvian P

resident A
lberto F

ujim
ori, a second-generation im

m
igrant

him
self, attending. A

t the request of the organizing com
m

ittee, the event opened w
ith

perform
ances by 800 S

G
I of Peru m

em
bers.

T
he first of these w

as a group of young w
om

en perform
ing an O

kinaw
an harvest dance

called the M
am

idom
a. B

oth natives and nonnatives to O
kinaw

a danced. T
his is evidence

of the im
portant roles that O

kinaw
ans are playing in Peruvian society.

N
ext, a harvest dance from

 the A
ndes w

as perform
ed. T

he stadium
 erupted w

ith
thunderous applause as the dancers illustrated the exquisite fusion of the people and the
land.

In June 1998, a celebration of 90 years of Japanese im
m

igration to B
razil w

as held in
the S

outh A
m

erican country w
ith the attendance of B

razilian P
resident Fernando H

enrique
C

ardozo. T
he organizing com

m
ittee had invited m

e to attend, but I w
as unable to; m

y
eldest son, H

irom
asa, w

ent in m
y place.

A
s in Peru, the youth of B

razil put on an electrifying perform
ance. A

nd in June last year,
P

resident H
ugo B

anzer B
ansel of B

olivia attended an event in w
hich the S

G
I of B

olivia
brass band and fife-and-drum

 corps perform
ed.

T
hroughout S

outh A
m

erica, the U
chinanchu

[w
hat the O

kinaw
ans call them

selves] are
m

aking significant contributions to their respective societies as upstanding citizens. T
heir

efforts, w
hich reach beyond the local Japanese com

m
unity, far surpass any narrow

-m
inded

nationalism
 or ethnocentrism

.

T
he O

kinaw
ans’ sp

irit to
 help

 o
thers is no

t m
ere fo

rm
ality.

W
hy 

have 
the 

people 
of 

O
kinaw

a 
been 

so 
w

ell 
received 

throughout 
the 

w
orld?

A
ccording to K

unihiro M
itsum

ori, the central figure in the S
oka G

akkai organization in
O

kinaw
a, it is because they are culturally international by nature.

M
any

generations
ago,O

kinaw
ans

boldly
setouton

the
open

sea
in

sm
allvessels

called



the O
kinaw

an people’s fearlessness regarding the unknow
n.

T
he m

igration of O
kinaw

ans to other parts of the w
orld dates back to K

yuzo Toyam
a,

w
ho is regarded as the father of O

kinaw
an im

m
igration. E

ven w
ith the installation in the

19th century of the M
eiji governm

ent [w
hich abolished feudalism

 and began Japan on a
rapid course tow

ard becom
ing a unified m

odern state], the old custom
s of the previous

E
do Period w

ere preserved in O
kinaw

a.
W

hile in form
 the system

 of governm
ent had changed, the O

kinaw
an people continued

to suffer. T
he poll tax, an atrocious law

 w
ithout parallel in the w

orld, continued to be in
force. A

nd the land tax system
 w

as not revised until 36 years after sim
ilar revisions had

been m
ade elsew

here in Japan.
F

urtherm
ore, it w

as a long tim
e before the first national legislative assem

bly elections
w

ere held on the islands. T
he citizens of O

kinaw
a continued to be robbed of even the

opportunity to express their opinions.
Poor econom

ic conditions persisted. N
ot only w

as there no rice, but there w
as even a

shortage of potatoes. T
he O

kinaw
ans staved off their hunger by eating cycads [Japanese

sago palm
s], w

hich can be lethal if not prepared carefully. People talked about living in a
“cycad hell.”

H
aving grow

n frustrated w
ith the lack of efficacy of the Freedom

 and People’s R
ights

M
ovem

ent [an early M
eiji Period effort to reform

 the governm
ent along the lines of

W
estern 

dem
ocracies], 

K
yuzo 

Toyam
a 

threw
 

him
self 

passionately 
into 

prom
oting

em
igration. H

e saw
 em

igration as a realistic m
eans of saving people from

 the dire
circum

stances that gripped O
kinaw

a.
A

 hundred years ago, in 1899, he organized the first group of im
m

igrants to H
aw

aii. It
w

as a party of 26 people prim
arily from

 his native village, K
in. Four years later, he led a

second group there.
W

itnessing the spirit of the O
kinaw

an im
m

igrants w
ith his ow

n eyes, Toyam
a com

posed
the follow

ing poem
:

L
et us go!

T
he five continents

are our hom
e.

Sincerity is all w
e have.

T
he stones of K

in adorn the entire w
orld.

H
ow

 lofty! P
lanting roots around the w

orld
—

w
ith sincerity as their only possession

—
O

kinaw
an im

m
igrants have w

orked and toiled in earnest. T
he foundation for their current

global activities w
as laid a century ago.

A
 m

em
ber in O

kinaw
a related to m

e how
 his grandfather had been part of the second

m
igration from

 K
in village to H

aw
aii. T

he arduous labor involved in harvesting the sugar
cane and carrying it on his shoulders caused the top of his grandfather’s right ear to fold
dow

nw
ard perm

anently. T
hat is how

 hard they w
orked.

I
O

ki
h

i
i

i
i

ll
d

i
hi

h
d

ib



new
 hom

es under the scorching sun, they supported one another and overcam
e all their

struggles.
T

he spirit of the people of O
kinaw

a to help their fellow
s is not m

ere form
ality. T

hey
have learned w

ith their very lives the im
portance of aiding others.

Typhoons strike. Fields are laid to w
aste before the w

rath of N
ature. B

ut w
hen the

storm
s have cleared and the snarling w

aves subsided, a serene, bountiful sea stretches out
far and w

ide, bringing a cornucopia of treasure.
T

he people of O
kinaw

a knew
 that w

ith perseverance and cooperation, in tim
e they could

surm
ount any obstacle. A

nd that w
ithout such optim

ism
, tom

orrow
 w

ould never com
e.

T
hey possessed the strength to never abandon hope.
It is now

 a hundred years since the first group of O
kinaw

an im
m

igrants left the shores
of 

their 
hom

eland. 
T

he 
U

chinanchu
of 

B
razil 

num
ber 

80,000, 
accounting 

for
approxim

ately 10 percent of the country’s citizens of Japanese descent. T
here are 45,000

living in Peru, m
aking up m

ore than half of the ethnic Japanese com
m

unity in that country.
In A

rgentina, w
here the num

ber of people of Japanese descent com
es to approxim

ately
30,000, those w

ho trace their origins to O
kinaw

a m
ake up 70 percent.

T
he d

estiny o
f a land

 is chang
ed

 b
y its p

eo
p

le.

T
he strength of the O

kinaw
an people to stand alone and rise above severe hardship

enabled them
 to overcom

e w
hat m

ust have looked like hopeless situations and to show
actual proof of their victory through hard w

ork and effort. T
hey show

 the true m
ettle of

hum
an beings.

T
hey continue, w

ithout any support or status, to uncom
prom

isingly proclaim
 the

nobility of peace based on their firsthand experiences. P
rior to W

orld W
ar II, the use of

the O
kinaw

an dialect w
as prohibited in elem

entary schools, and those caught using it w
ere

forced to w
ear a “D

ialect D
isgrace Tag” around their necks. It w

as a sham
eful past, in

w
hich they w

ere m
ade to detest them

selves and their culture.
B

ut through this experience, the people of O
kinaw

a have stood up determ
ined to risk

their very lives to protect hum
an rights. T

hey rely on no one. A
nd they have an instinctual

intolerance for discrim
ination.

B
uddhism

 has steadily spread throughout O
kinaw

a because its philosophy, w
hich

strengthens people’s foundation of self-reliance and independence, resonates w
ith the

strong indigenous spirit of U
china

[another nam
e for O

kinaw
a]. T

his surely stem
s from

the O
kinaw

an abhorrence of tem
porary fads and the intervention of pow

er and authority.
O

kinaw
an people keenly view

 things w
ithout judgm

ent—
they look at grass-roots

m
ovem

ents w
ith a discerning eye and recognize good for w

hat it is. O
f course, it goes

w
ithout saying that the noble contributions of S

oka G
akkai m

em
bers in O

kinaw
a have also

played a significant role in solidifying this traditional spirit.
W

hen I visited O
kinaw

a in 1988, I spoke extensively about the principle in the L
otus

S
utra of the three transform

ations of the land [referring to the scene in the “T
reasure

Tow
er” chapter w

here S
hakyam

uni transform
s the land three tim

es, thereby purifying it].
T

he
destiny

of
a

land
is

changed
by

its
people



consideration” (G
osho Z

enshu, p. 1579).
S

tressing 
this 

idea 
that 

the 
prosperity 

of 
a 

land 
depends 

on 
the 

activities 
and

developm
ent of the individuals w

ho live there, I encouraged the m
em

bers in O
kinaw

a to
polish them

selves through faith in the M
ystic L

aw
. T

his, I said, is the fundam
ental w

ay
leading to the revitalization of society and to m

aking O
kinaw

a a m
odel for Japan and the

w
orld.
T

here is a large bell that adorned the m
ain building of S

huri C
astle during O

kinaw
a’s

G
reat T

rading A
ge. T

he inscription on it reads, “A
s a bridge linking all nations, w

e have
brought forth ever-abundant treasures.” It is w

ithin this spirit of the O
kinaw

an people to
live as global citizens, appreciating cultural differences and finding beauty in diversity,
that the greatest rew

ard of international exchange is found.
O

kinaw
a is truly a bridge linking all lands. It possesses the unsurpassed m

ission of
conveying to the w

orld the trem
endous im

portance of culture and peace. T
he 21st century

w
ill w

ithout a doubt be the tim
e w

hen the genuine ability of the U
chinanchu

shines forth.
T

he 2000 G
-8 S

um
m

it of industrialized nations is being held in O
kinaw

a. M
ost suitably,

the B
ridge to A

ll N
ations Pavilion w

ill serve as the m
ain venue of the event.
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