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T
he 

governor 
of 

H
aw

aii, 
B

enjam
in 

J. 
C

ayetano, 
declared 

O
ct. 

1 
S

oka 
G

akkai
International-U

S
A

 
D

ay. 
A

nne 
K

obayashi, 
his 

executive 
assistant, 

presented 
the

proclam
ation 

at 
S

G
I-U

S
A

 
H

aw
aii’s 

40th 
A

nniversary 
G

eneral 
M

eeting, 
in

com
m

em
oration of the 40th anniversary of the S

G
I peace m

ovem
ent that began on O

ahu
on O

ct. 2, 1960, w
hen S

G
I P

resident Ikeda arrived on his first journey outside Japan.
A

t that tim
e, H

aw
aii D

istrict w
as created, the first one outside Japan, and H

arry H
iram

a,
a local resident, w

as appointed its first leader. In H
aw

aii, fam
ilies of m

any ethnic
backgrounds—

H
aw

aiians, Filipinos, C
hinese, S

am
oans, A

frican A
m

ericans, Portugese,
local Japanese and m

ore
—

w
ere soon to join and start creating the foundation for H

aw
aii’s

organization.
For m

any m
onths leading up to the 40th A

nniversary G
eneral M

eeting, the youth
brainstorm

ed and discussed how
 best to celebrate this very special m

ilestone in the annals
of the H

aw
aii peace m

ovem
ent. T

he H
aw

aii C
onvention C

enter provided the largest venue
to accom

m
odate the statew

ide m
em

bership w
ho w

ould participate
—

3,500 m
em

bers and
guests w

ere expected (S
G

I-U
S

A
 G

eneral D
irector D

anny N
agashim

a w
elcom

ed the 4,000
w

ho attended, including 200 from
 the neighboring islands of H

aw
aii, M

aui and K
auai).

W
ith support from

 the m
en and w

om
en and the B

oys and G
irls G

roup, the youth-
sponsored event unfolded.

T
he selected them

e, “H
onoring O

ur Past…
C

reating O
ur F

uture…
” w

as illustrated
through story, song and dance. H

aw
aii’s S

G
I story unfolded in the tradition of oral history,

w
ith a grandm

a sharing w
ith her grandson, w

ho w
as experiencing conflict w

ith his friends
and w

ithin him
self, how

 our peace m
ovem

ent cam
e to H

aw
aii’s shores. A

ll w
as illustrated

through vignettes taken from
 the “S

unrise” chapter of T
he N

ew
 H

um
an R

evolution,
volum

e 1. T
he talented, m

ulti-ethnic m
em

bers of the S
G

I, young and old, added to the
story 

w
ith 

songs 
and 

dances. A
 

special 
highlight 

w
as 

guest 
artist 

D
anny 

C
ouch,

internationally acclaim
ed entertainer, perform

ing his signature song, “T
hese Islands,”

w
hich m

ade its debut at the 1998 M
iss U

niverse C
ontest in H

aw
aii and recently w

as
adopted as H

aw
aii’s state song. To this m

elody w
as added the graceful m

otions of hula
dancers.

T
he history of the S

G
I on H

aw
aii w

as also capsulated in a video
—

beginning w
ith the

1960s and flow
ing through the dec-ades—

that featured photos and m
ini-interview

s w
ith

pioneers and today’s youth. T
here w

ere sm
iles and tears as m

any m
em

bers recalled their
personal paths, their struggles and trium

phs, through the m
any years of their S

G
I

activities. T
he A

loha spirit, shared heart to heart, perm
eated throughout the center as old

friends reunited and new
 friends w

ere em
braced.



chapter and learned w
hat it w

as like in those early days. T
he grandm

other of one of the
young w

om
en in the skit w

as one of the pioneers w
ho w

as there in 1960. T
his young

w
om

an w
as really excited to be an actor in this skit.

W
e learned how

 to w
ork w

ith the m
en’s and w

om
en’s divisions, too, through this event.

A
 lot of tim

es, w
e had clashes of ideas. W

e as youth have a lot of creativity, but w
e

som
etim

es do not think of the details. W
e learned so m

uch from
 our seniors, and w

e w
ant

to show
 our respect for them

 by continuing to grow
. I feel like everyone, including

P
resident Ikeda, is w

aiting to see our progress.

T
aka Ishii,P

acific Z
one Y

outh L
eader:

T
he youth understood m

ore the m
ission they have to be practicing in H

aw
aii, at this tim

e
in history, from

 preparing for this 40th A
nniversary G

eneral M
eeting. T

hey realized that
these people in T

he N
ew

 H
um

an R
evolution

are the sam
e people they alw

ays see at the
C

ulture C
enter—

this gave them
 a deeper sense of pride. A

 num
ber of youth w

ho w
ere not

involved in activities at all before this event got really involved. T
hey started to com

e to
activities enthusiastically and started to do gongyo and chant a lot. From

 now
 on, w

e w
ant

to involve them
 in sm

aller group activities, w
here w

e w
ill continue to study B

uddhism
w

ith them
 m

ore.
T

hings are a lot different now
 than they w

ere 40 years ago, and the youth today do not
face the sam

e challenges that the pioneers did. B
ut this does not m

ean that the youth are
not suffering. T

hey are facing violence, drugs, peer pressure and school and fam
ily

problem
s. H

aw
aii also has serious econom

ic problem
s. It is because of these problem

s that
w

e can really prove the pow
er of B

uddhism
. A

s long as w
e can capture the sam

e spirit that
the pioneers learned from

 P
resident Ikeda

—
to face all their problem

s fearlessly
—

then I
think H

aw
aii w

ill continue to advance.


