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C
ongratulations on the 40th anniversary of S

G
I’s international m

ovem
ent! T

his O
ct. 2 is

very significant in m
arking 40 years of S

G
I history since S

G
I P

resident Ikeda m
ade his

first step tow
ard the w

orld.
I believe that the S

G
I is pioneering across the globe in finding new

 w
ays to infuse the

B
uddhist values of com

passion, w
isdom

, fairness and justice w
ithin our hum

an societies,
cultures, fam

ilies and in individuals’
hearts. I really praise P

resident Ikeda’s outstanding
dedication and leadership in this endeavor.

T
he S

G
I w

as dram
atically different from

 other B
uddhist organizations in the w

ay it
established itself in A

m
erica, in how

 it valued the A
m

erican experience. P
resident Ikeda

on his first trip to A
m

erica told the Japanese pioneers‚ “L
earn E

nglish, get a driver’s
license, and becom

e an A
m

erican citizen....” T
his w

as really a rem
arkable m

essage, saying
that you should take responsibility w

here you are to build your life and flourish there. 
T

hat is a distinctive m
essage of not just looking to the past but of m

aking a creative
contribution in the present and the future, and the S

G
I has done that. N

o other group
com

ing from
 A

sia has been as successful as the S
G

I in spreading its roots in the new
cultures it enters.

S
hakyam

uni criticized the caste system
. A

nd in turn the S
G

I has criticized those
structures that value one hum

an being m
ore than others. T

hese can be institutional
structures like the priesthood vs. the laity, or they can be racist structures. I think that the
S

G
I is m

ore vocal in challenging the distinctions of race than any other B
uddhist group.

H
aving the eye to see that spreading B

uddhism
 does not m

ean m
aking everybody fit

into a Japanese or A
sian B

uddhist package, having the eye to see the flow
er of com

passion
and w

isdom
 in people of other races, other tim

es, other cultures—
that takes an unusual

eye. P
resident Ikeda alw

ays has had that. S
eparation from

 the priesthood w
as a necessary

process for creating new
 value, and it has becom

e a w
onderful gift for sensitizing S

G
I

m
em

bers to issues of structural injustice and institutional inequality.
I w

ant to em
phasize four reasons w

hy I think the S
G

I has been so successful in A
m

erica
and the w

orld:

1) T
he S

G
I w

elcom
es people w

ith constant caring that gives support like a new
 fam

ily.
Y

ou have done this better than any other B
uddhist group.

2) T
he S

G
I has captured idealism

. Y
ou have presented a vision of a better w

orld, w
here

everybody is included. T
hat vision has attracted young people w

ho are idealistic, w
ho

care, w
ho w

ant to m
ake a difference.

3) T
he S

G
I has valued every hum

an being, especially those w
ho have suffered and

struggled, honoring and valuing them
 just as they are w

ithout judging them
.



really build a lasting peace.
O

nly by em
pow

ering people through education and literacy, by overcom
ing the digital

divide 
and 

getting 
everyone 

included 
can 

you 
have 

real 
peace. 

 
T

hat 
m

eans 
the

developm
ent of an inclusive culture. H

opefully it is this challenge that S
G

I w
ill give to the

leaders of our global econom
y.

D
r. C

happell left the U
niversity of H

aw
aii at M

anoa this sum
m

er to becom
e a professor

of com
parative religion at Soka U

niversity of A
m

erica, A
liso V

iejo. H
e is a scholar of A

sian
B

uddhism
 w

ho recently began to study the SG
I m

ovem
ent.


