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T
he pioneers of H

aw
aii share how

 they built the organization’s foundation w
ith

their m
entor,SG

I P
resident Ikeda.

T
om

 H
ara:

I w
ent to m

eet P
resident Ikeda at the H

onolulu A
irport the evening of O

ct.
1, 1960, because m

y leaders in Japan had w
ritten encouraging m

e to do so. [M
r. H

ara w
as

the only m
em

ber to m
eet P

resident Ikeda’s party at the airport. T
he other m

em
bers, w

hom
M

r. H
ara had not m

et yet, did not show
 up because they had received som

e m
isinform

ation
about the flight’s arrival tim

e.]
W

hen I saw
 P

resident Ikeda, I said, “I am
 youth division m

em
ber Tom

 H
ara.” H

e said,
“I know

 you!” W
e had m

et tw
o years before that in Japan.

T
he Seikyo Shim

bun
that m

y sponsor had sent m
e about P

resident Ikeda’s visit said that
four people w

ere com
ing, so I had prepared four leis. B

ut there w
ere six people!

T
he H

aw
aii Tim

es
cam

e in to take a picture of them
 to announce that S

oka G
akkai

leaders 
w

ere 
visiting. 

I 
rem

em
ber 

that 
P

resident 
Ikeda 

and 
his 

party 
w

as 
w

earing
overcoats. In Japan in O

ctober, it is kind of cold. A
nd I do not think that they had the

correct w
eather inform

ation
—

H
aw

aii is alw
ays w

arm
, but they had heard that H

aw
aii

w
ould be like N

ew
 Y

ork in N
ovem

ber!
I had given them

 the leis, so I w
as about to leave. T

hen a voice said, “W
ait…

.” I turned
around, and it w

as P
resident Ikeda. H

e said that I could stay at the K
aim

ana H
otel w

ith
them

. B
ut I w

as supposed to stay at a relative’s house close to the airport. I started to leave,
and then P

resident Ikeda said, “L
et’s m

eet at the K
aim

ana H
otel tom

orrow
.” T

hen I had to
go. T

hat is how
 I w

elcom
ed P

resident Ikeda.
T

he next day, O
ct. 2, everyone m

et P
resident Ikeda at the hotel, and the first discussion

m
eeting w

as held that night.

M
itsue R

ife:
T

he first tim
e I m

et P
resident Ikeda on O

ct. 2, 1960, at the K
ai-m

ana
H

otel, I really knew
 nothing about him

. I had no preconceptions.
B

ut I w
as so im

pressed by his character. E
very tim

e I m
et him

 from
 then on, I w

as m
ore

and m
ore im

pressed. In those days, he w
as so young, but he had such capacity. In the

bottom
 of m

y heart, I w
as determ

ined that I w
anted to learn from

 him
 throughout eternity.

N
obuko Ishiro:A

fter the first discussion m
eeting, P

resident Ikeda said, “If anyone has
any m

ore questions, please feel free to m
eet w

ith m
e at the hotel later.” H

arry H
iram

a, the
first district leader, and I w

ent.
T

here w
ere not so m

any restaurants open that late. I thought that M
s. K

ashiw
abara, w

ho
w

as accom
panying P

resident Ikeda, m
ight be hungry. S

o I m
ade rice balls at hom

e and
then

w
ent

P
resident

Ikeda
w

as
hungry

too
because

he
had

not
had

tim
e

to
eat



receive the G
ohonzon from

 Japan for the m
em

bers. S
oon, the S

oka G
akkai started sending

us the G
ohonzon w

hen w
e sent in the applications.

Sheila M
ier:

B
ack in 1962, m

y m
om

 w
as searching for a solid religious practice or

faith. S
he w

as struggling w
ith bad health. M

r. and M
rs. K

aw
am

oto invited us to a B
uddhist

m
eeting. W

e w
ere farm

ers and lived close to the K
aw

am
otos.

I drove m
y m

other to the m
eeting because of her poor health. M

r. K
aw

am
oto spoke to

m
y m

other about her health. M
y grandm

other gave m
y m

other her blessing to practice
B

uddhism
—

this is rare in H
aw

aiian culture.
T

hat is how
 m

y m
other joined. I w

as 14 years old, and I becam
e curious because they

talked about happiness and fortune
—

things I never heard a religion em
phasize.

It w
as good to see m

y m
other stick w

ith it over the past 38 years. S
he has overcom

e tw
o

m
ajor bouts w

ith cancer. S
he is now

 86 and has lived through so m
uch.

W
e now

 have four generations in our fam
ily w

ho practice. M
y m

om
 had m

any people
oppose her in her fam

ily, but one by one they cam
e to understand. M

y m
other w

as able to
share B

uddhism
 w

ith m
any H

aw
aiians in the com

m
unity.

M
ariko U

eno:
I m

et P
resident Ikeda in January 1963, w

hen he cam
e to H

aw
aii for the

second tim
e. I did not know

 w
ho he w

as. I did not even really know
 w

hat the S
oka G

akkai
w

as, because I joined on D
ec. 26, 1962.

S
om

ebody encouraged m
e to go to K

aew
ai E

lem
entary S

chool for a m
eeting. I sat in

the back in the cafeteria. I rem
em

ber w
hen P

resident Ikeda cam
e to the stage, he did not

w
ant to talk to us from

 above, so he cam
e dow

n to talk w
ith us. I thought, “T

his m
an is

different than other leaders.” I got a w
arm

 feeling from
 this m

an.
A

fter the m
eeting, he cam

e to m
eet us outside. H

e passed by m
e, and our eyes m

et. O
nce

again, I felt such a w
arm

 feeling from
 his life. I becam

e interested in practicing B
uddhism

from
 that tim

e, and I started to go to district m
eetings. S

low
ly, I got involved. I am

 glad I
did!R

oy O
da:

I joined in June 1963. T
he reason I decided to w

as that, although it w
as a

B
uddhist religion, at m

y first activity I saw
 so m

any C
aucasians, like T.J. R

ife or John
K

indt, talking about B
uddhism

. I had expected that m
ostly it w

ould be older A
sian people

explaining B
uddhism

, but they w
ere young C

aucasians. T
hey knew

 so m
uch about

B
uddhism

. M
r. H

iram
a w

as there, but he did not say too m
uch

—
he did not have to,

because all these people like M
r. R

ife w
ere doing a great job.

I grew
 up in another B

uddhist sect, but they never actually taught us about B
uddhism

,
about the philosophy. T

hat is w
hy I becam

e curious and decided to give the S
oka G

akkai
a try. I w

as the 26th young m
en’s division m

em
ber to join in H

aw
aii.

W
hat kept m

e going w
as that I kept m

eeting different people and hearing their different
experiences. T

hose w
ere great to hear. T

he m
ore I attended the m

eetings, the m
ore I

thought: “W
ell, I have listened to so m

any good experiences that the m
em

bers have. W
hat

b
?”

I
d

id
d
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l

d
h

i
I

d
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all of us on the law
n. A

nd he cam
e out to see us.

W
e w

ere all trying to sit Japanese-style, but he said: “R
elax! Y

ou don’t have to sit that
w

ay!” H
e talked to us and answ

ered our questions. W
e w

ere in shock
—

that w
as a great

m
om

ent. I really w
anted the Y

M
D

 m
em

bers to have that chance to m
eet w

ith P
resident

Ikeda.
T

he H
aw

aii Y
M

D
 cam

e to be know
n as the P

ineapple C
orps. W

e all w
ore w

hite shirts
and black ties then. A

nd the ties had pineapple-shaped tie tacks.

M
elvin P

adayhag:
W

hat im
pressed m

e at m
y first m

eeting in 1963 w
as an explanation

of the three proofs in N
ichiren D

aishonin’s B
uddhism

: literal, docum
entary and actual.

A
nd I learned that actual proof w

as the m
ost im

portant—
that got m

e interested.
S

o I attended m
y second m

eeting tw
o w

eeks later, w
hich w

as a young m
en’s m

eeting,
w

here I first chanted N
am

-m
yoho-renge-kyo. H

aw
aii w

as only a chapter at the tim
e.

From
 the 1960s until now

, w
e have shared this B

uddhism
 w

ith a lot of people. A
nd w

e
have alw

ays em
phasized actual proof.

John K
indt:

A
s far as I am

 concerned, if it w
ere not for M

r. H
iram

a, I w
ould not be an

S
G

I-U
S

A
 m

em
ber today. H

e w
as the type of person I could talk to anytim

e.
M

r. H
iram

a is the person w
ho kept m

e and a lot of the m
em

bers going w
ho could not

speak Japanese. M
ost of these m

em
bers w

ere in the m
ilitary. H

e w
as able to explain

B
uddhism

 to us. H
e could explain w

hat the S
oka G

akkai w
as. People com

plained all the
tim

e, and he listened to their com
plaints. A

nd he w
ould give them

 satisfying answ
ers. T

hat
is w

hy they kept developing.
P

resident Ikeda placed a lot of responsibility on M
r. H

iram
a. N

o one had the affect on
the m

em
bers that he had. W

e could relate to him
. H

e really listened to P
resident Ikeda’s

guidance, and he passed that guidance on to us. T
hat w

as very im
portant to us.

R
yuko H

iram
a:

In 1974, right before the S
an D

iego convention, M
r. H

iram
a collapsed.

H
e w

as unable to m
eet P

resident Ikeda at the convention.
W

e did not think that P
resident Ikeda w

as going to visit H
aw

aii, but hearing about m
y

husband’s condition, he stopped by on his w
ay back to Japan. W

hen he saw
 M

r. H
iram

a,
P

resident Ikeda acted just like m
y husband w

as his ow
n son. H

e really prayed to the
G

ohonzon for m
y husband’s recovery, and m

y husband lived several m
ore years.

I 
felt 

that 
P

resident 
Ikeda’s 

concern 
for 

m
y 

husband
—

and 
for 

all 
the 

H
aw

aii
m

em
bers—

w
as m

ore than our ow
n parents’. W

henever m
y husband and I had a crisis,

P
resident Ikeda w

arm
ly encouraged us. M

r. H
iram

a and I gained the confidence that no
m

atter w
hat happened, w

e w
ould never be sw

ayed.

A
lbert M

ier:
In 1975, w

e had a pre-bicentennial convention in H
aw

aii. I w
as in charge

of the w
arehouse. I w

as halfw
ay betw

een Y
M

D
 and m

en’s division. M
any disasters

happened along the w
ay, but I took full responsibility for it all. I chanted so m

uch.
O

i
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successful convention. P
resident Ikeda is a great leader w

ho, no m
atter how

 far aw
ay w

e
are or w

hat w
e are doing, know

s w
hat w

e are going through. T
here is no other organization

in existence today w
here a m

em
ber can feel such a connection to the central figure or

m
entor.

A
ileen O

da:
O

ne thing I have learned as a pioneer of H
aw

aii—
that I really w

ant to
share w

ith the youth
—

is that, no m
atter w

hat, you should never leave the fam
ily of the

S
G

I. People in H
aw

aii are very open. T
hat is w

hy people here w
ere able to create a great

fam
ily atm

osphere in the organization. T
hat is the A

loha spirit that m
akes the S

G
I-U

S
A

in H
aw

aii great. N
o one should ever leave this w

onderful fam
ily!

K
im

iko K
indt:

I am
 doing activities w

ith M
rs. H

iram
a now

, because she cannot drive.
I m

ake appointm
ents for her to do hom

e visits all over, and I take her. I help at the culture
center front desk and the bookstore, too. I w

ould like to do even m
ore activities, but m

y
problem

 is there are too m
any things that I like to do!

W
hen I joined, I w

anted to have children, but I lost three tim
es. H

ow
ever, now

 I can see
that I have the greatest fam

ily. A
ll the H

aw
aii m

em
bers that I have had the fortune to take

care of are m
y fam

ily. I do not like it w
hen people try to take care of m

e
—

I like to take
care of other people. T

hat is w
hy I am

 still healthy today, and I am
 getting younger!

O
f course, the pioneer tim

es and today are a lot different, but I can never forget w
hat I

learned as a pioneer—
to have faith in the G

ohonzon and to put P
resident Ikeda’s guidance

into action.

Susan and M
inoru N

ishida:
W

hat w
e learned as pioneers of H

aw
aii is that w

hen you
have problem

s, don’t give up, no m
atter w

hat. S
tick w

ith the G
ohonzon and the S

G
I. A

ll
your prayers w

ill be answ
ered.

N
ora P

adayhag:
O

ur fam
ily has had a lot of actual proof over the years from

 this
practice. In 1965, I attended m

y first S
G

I m
eeting w

hile I w
as visiting m

y sister, w
ho w

as
a m

em
ber in L

os A
ngeles, although she couldn’t attend. I’ll never forget the great

experiences I heard at that m
eeting, especially that of a new

 m
em

ber w
ho overcam

e
paralysis of half of her body. In D

ecem
ber of that year, I started practicing. I used to think

that life w
as so boring, a routine of w

ork and partying on the w
eekends. B

ut joining the
S

G
I changed m

y life for the better!


