
W
IS

C
O

N
S

IN
 C

O
N

F
E

R
E

N
C

E
 

B
IG

 H
IT

 W
IT

H
 M

E
M

B
E

R
S

B
Y

 M
IK

E
 B

E
N

N
E

T
T

L
A

VA
L

L
E

,W
IS

C
.,C

O
R

R
E

S
P

O
N

D
E

N
T

 

T
he result of W

isconsin’s first area-w
ide conference, held S

ept. 23–24, can be sum
m

ed up
in one phrase: “M

ission accom
plished!”

B
arbara G

arrison, from
 M

ilw
aukee, one of the chief organizers of the event said: “I

really enjoyed it! I think everyone did. W
e w

anted to create an activity that w
ould help

prom
ote unity, and w

here everyone could just be happy together. W
e also w

anted to have
m

eaningful presentations, so that people could take som
ething hom

e w
ith them

. T
here

w
ere a lot of obstacles to overcom

e to m
ake it all happen, but w

e did it!” 
Irene M

ackie, of M
adison, echoed those sentim

ents: “It’s been a great w
eekend.  A

nd it
w

as really enjoyable just to practice here in such a beautiful environm
ent.”

T
he environm

ent she referred to is the G
reen L

ake C
onference C

enter, w
here the

conference w
as held. L

ocated on one of the few
 spring-fed (and thus crystal-clear) lakes

in the state, the grounds are truly beautiful. It w
as a fitting site to host such a w

onderful
gathering.  

M
ore than 60 m

em
bers from

 all over W
isconsin and M

ichigan’s U
pper Peninsula, as

w
ell as several leaders from

 the C
hicago area, attended the w

eekend event, m
any m

eeting
for the first tim

e. A
 m

em
ber from

 the U
pper Peninsula, w

ho received the G
ohonzon at the

conference, said: “W
e’re sort of isolated w

here w
e are. It w

as really fun to m
eet all these

people. I had no idea! A
nd there w

as so m
uch inform

ation.  It w
as really im

pressive and
educational. I learned so m

uch.”
S

aturday’s sessions included a panel discussion on “B
reakthrough P

rayer,” a lecture on
the w

ritings of N
ichiren D

aishonin and a session on applying B
uddhist principles to health

issues. T
hat night there w

as a bonfire, w
ith perform

ances by the youth and a m
arshm

allow
roast (the first for m

any of the non-native W
isconsinites.) O

n S
unday m

orning, everyone
gathered for m

orning gongyo, m
ore youth perform

ances, and m
any w

ere able to stay for
the m

idday teleconference of the C
entral E

xecutive C
onference from

 L
os A

ngeles.
M

any m
em

bers cited the highly interactive, entertaining and inform
ative lecture by E

ric
C

arlson as the highlight of the conference. H
ow

ever, M
elanie B

ennett m
ay have sum

m
ed

up m
any of the participants’

final analysis w
hen she said: “It w

as all great, but som
e of

the best, m
ost m

eaningful conversations happened during m
eals in the cafeteria. It w

as
just like being at the F

lorida N
ature and C

ulture C
enter!”  


