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M
y sincerest congratulations on the holding of your spirited and dynam

ic activity, aim
ed

at the creation of a new
 era. I have heard that today you are com

m
em

orating the 40th
anniversary of global kosen-rufu.

S
G

I-U
S

A
 has developed because of your tenacious and dedicated struggles, day and

night. For this, I thank you. 
In particular, I w

ant to express m
y deepest respect to those of you w

ho pioneered our
m

ovem
ent in A

m
erica. T

hank you for all of your hard w
ork over the years. 

Forty years have passed since m
y first visit to the U

nited S
tates, and today m

y beloved
friends of S

G
I-U

S
A

 are w
orking together tow

ard a new
 era of hum

anity. Y
ou have been

m
aking w

onderful progress based on beautiful hum
an harm

ony, centering on your general
director, D

anny N
agashim

a, and your w
om

en’s leader, M
atilda B

uck, both of w
hom

 I trust
so dearly. 

W
hat m

akes m
e the happiest is to w

itness the excellent grow
th and developm

ent of the
youth w

ho shoulder the responsibility for the new
 era. A

 new
 era requires a new

 door, a
new

 m
eans of entry. It is alw

ays the passion of youth that opens that door—
the actions of

youth w
ho uphold a just philosophy and live w

ithout com
prom

ise for a high ideal.
I therefore ask that you, the young successors to kosen-rufu, please carry on w

ith the
sam

e faith and fighting spirit as the pioneers of S
G

I-U
S

A
, firm

ly receiving the baton in
the race into the 21st century, w

hile advancing w
ith dignity and the heart of a lion king. 

T
he vigor of youth lies in continuing to grow

 w
hile m

aintaining a fresh determ
ination

and brim
m

ing w
ith a seeking spirit. R

eal satisfaction in life lies in m
aintaining the flam

e
of youthful passion and hope in your heart, no m

atter how
 old you are. H

ope is born of the
courage and enthusiasm

 that does not shrink from
 real effort and hard w

ork.  
N

o m
atter how

 painful or difficult your situation, you need never put yourself dow
n. Y

ou
need not dw

ell on how
 you w

ere in the past. N
ichiren D

aishonin says, “N
o m

atter w
hat

m
ay happen, never slacken in the least” (G

osho Z
enshu, p. 1090). T

his m
eans to live right

now
 w

ith all of your strength and energy. P
lease be confident that our w

ay of life lies in
looking tow

ard tom
orrow

, em
bracing boundless hope w

ithin, and advancing ever forw
ard. 

N
ichiren D

aishonin’s B
uddhism

 teaches, “‘Joy’
refers to the w

isdom
 and com

passion
shared am

ong self and others” (G
osho Z

enshu, p. 761). T
rue happiness and joy exist w

hen
each person’s life shines w

ith w
isdom

, w
hen he or she lives a life of fulfillm

ent,
possessing love and com

passion for others w
hile contributing positively to society. P

lease
w

ork together in friendship and high spirits to show
 proof of this principle.

I am
 praying from

 the depths of m
y heart that your gathering today w

ill be m
ost

enjoyable, lively and significant. P
lease relay m

y best w
ishes and regards to all those w

ho
could not attend today. 


