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New Departure for SGI-USA

BY BILL AIKEN
WASHINGTON, D.C.

The SGI-USA Council an-
nounced Dec. 3 the ap-

pointment of new national lead-
ers for the SGI-USA. With this
announcement, Daniel Na-
gashima became the third gen-
eral director since the SGI-
USA’s founding in 1960. (The
general director is recom-
mended by a two-thirds vote of
the SGI-USA Council and rati-
fied by the parent organization,
Soka Gakkai International.) He
succeeds Fred Zaitsu, who has
fulfilled this role since 1992,
during what was an important
transition period for the organi-
zation, overseeing numerous re-
forms designed to make it more
democratic and humanistic. Mr.
Zaitsu will continue to serve as
executive advisor and chairman

of the Board of Directors.
In accepting this post, com-

pleting the two years remaining
in Mr. Zaitsu’s term, Daniel Na-
gashima vowed to dedicate him-
self to serving the membership
(please see his speech, page 6). 

A naturalized U.S. citizen,
Daniel (Danny) Nagashima was
born in Kawasaki City, Japan, in
1949, and moved to the United
States in 1973. He is a graduate
of Gakushuin University in Japan
and received an MBA from Cal-
ifornia State University, Dom-
inguez Hills. He has held various
leadership responsibilities in the
SGI-USA, including nationwide
youth leader (1989), San Fran-
cisco Region leader (1991–95),
and director of the Southern Cal-
ifornia organization since 1995.
He and his wife, Mieko, have
three children, Julie, 19, Daniel
Jr., 18, and Ruby, 15. WT

In his message for the SGI-
USA’s new departure, SGI
President Ikeda emphasizes
that clarifying the true teach-
ings of Nichiren Daishonin is
“the path of limitless, immea-
surable benefit” for our orga-
nization.

My most sincere con-
gratulations on this
new departure for the

SGI-USA.
I have received detailed re-

ports of the vibrant activities of all
who have gathered at the SGI-
USA’s year-end region leaders
meeting today. I wish to express
my heartfelt respect and appreci-
ation for your remarkable efforts.

The SGI-USA members
have truly exerted themselves.
General Director Fred Zaitsu
and Women’s Division Leader
Wendy Clark have, through
their committed efforts, created
a magnificent record that will
remain in history.

Now is the time of change
and transformation in society

The new team of national leaders: (l–r) James Herrmann, youth leader; Renu Jiandani, young women’s leader; Tariq
Hasan, men’s leader; Matilda Buck, women’s leader; Danny Nagashima, general director; and Cory Taylor, young
men’s leader. (Please see story on page 4.)

and throughout the world. We
must foster new people, young
people, the people of the future,
so that they can grow and de-
velop to the fullest extent.

Our organization for kosen-
rufu must also change and
adapt. Where these necessary
changes are carried out with re-
solve, there is victory.

The new general director and
women’s division leader,
Daniel Nagashima and Matilda
Buck, have my full trust. As we
approach the 21st century, I
hope that you will join them
and, with the spirit of unity —
“many in body, one in mind” —
advance together to create in
America a model for the entire
world, a new era in the history
of the SGI-USA.

In “The Record of the Orally
Transmitted Teachings,”
Nichiren Daishonin says of the
word kudoku, meaning bene-
f it, merit or virtue: “Ku...
means to extinguish evil, and
doku means to bring forth
good” (Gosho Zenshu, p. 762).

In light of the teachings of
the Lotus Sutra and Nichiren
Daishonin’s writings, it is ab-
solutely clear that the correct
course of action for us lies in
courageously engaging and re-
futing the Nikken sect, which
has committed the ultimate evil
of seeking to destroy the move-
ment for kosen-rufu. Herein
lies the path of limitless, im-
measurable benefit.

I ask each of you to exercise
bold, confident leadership for
the 21st century and to do so
with earnestness and sincerity,
with courtesy and daring.

Please convey my very
warmest regards to all my dear
friends, the SGI-USA mem-
bers. I am praying from the bot-
tom of my heart for the health
and happiness of each of you
and your families.

December 4, 1999
At the Soka Gakkai 
Headquarters
Daisaku Ikeda
SGI President

Photos by GREGORY NAKASUJI

(L–r) Wendy Clark, former nationwide women’s leader and newly appointed
women’s vice senior advisor; Matilda Buck, newly appointed SGI-USA women’s
leader; Daniel Nagashima, newly appointed general director; and Fred Zaitsu,
former SGI-USA general director and newly appointed executive advisor.

SGI PRESIDENT IKEDA’S DEC. 4 MESSAGE

The Path of Limitless Benefit

Notice from the Subscriptions Department
The Subscriptions Department has a new fulfillment house to handle the payment

processing, renewal of subscriptions and generating mailing labels. For the past few
years, these functions were handled by different companies. With the new fulfillment
house, there should be less errors, more accountability, better customer service as well
as the publications being delivered in a timely manner.

Although the changes are internal and do not affect the readers directly, the most vis-
ible difference will be the renewal and order forms. Each publication will have its own re-
newal and order form and payment needs to be made accordingly. However, at this time,
the fulfillment house will accept the current order forms, excluding the three years’sub-
scriptions, which the SGI-USA does not offer anymore. We hope having a new fulfill-
ment house will enable us to extend improved customer services overall.

New General Director
Announced
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ON FAITH

The KeyTo Having Our Wishes Fulfilled
expressing
an aspect of
B u d d h i s t
truth. How-
ever, this
statement is
p r e m i s e d

upon the notion that with our
inherent Buddhahood fully
manifested and established,
we eventually f ind all our
prayers answered over the long
course of our practice.

In the final analysis, Bud-
dhist benefit stems from the
life-condition of Buddhahood.
Therefore, the key to having
our wishes fulf illed lies in
opening and revealing our in-
nate Buddha nature. And, of
course, to do this requires con-
sistent and ever-deepening
faith, practice and study. This
is very fortunate, for if we
could get whatever we wanted
just through chanting, without
any practical effort to have our
wishes fulfilled, our life-con-
dition could end up either in
the world of Hunger (insa-
tiable frustration over not
being able to get what we
want) or Heaven (the tempo-
rary joy of easily getting what
we want). 

Whichever the end result,
because both Hunger and
Heaven are part of the lower
six worlds, chances are that we
would eventually quit practic-

BY TED MORINO
EDITOR IN CHIEF

Q: Before I began to prac-
tice this Buddhism, I was
told that I can get anything
I want through faith. What
does this mean?

A : It is true that through
Buddhist practice we can open
up many great possibilities by
tapping into the Buddha na-
ture — the potential for en-
lightenment innate within us.
Nam-myoho-renge-kyo is
the name of the law that sus-
tains one’s l ife and the
movement of the universe.
A genuine awareness of the
existence of this ultimate law
of life within oneself and in all
things in the universe is the
essence of the enlightenment
that was achieved by Shakya-
muni Buddha in India, T’ien-
t’ai in China and Nichiren
Daishonin in Japan.

As is true with any societal
or physical rule or principle,
when one abides by a law, one
will be protected by it. In con-
trast, when one violates it or
acts counter to it, one will ex-
perience negative repercus-
sions or be punished. Accord-
ing to our attitude and
behavior with respect to a
given rule, law or principle,
we see either gain or loss. A
simple example of this are
traffic laws. If you cross the
street on the red signal, you
risk being hit by a car or at
least a jaywalking f ine. By
abiding by the traffic signal
and the law regarding it, you
can secure your safety and
enjoy your walk.

An orchestra creates beau-
tiful music by bringing to-
gether all types of musical in-
struments. Each musician
plays his or her instrument in
a way that harmonizes with
and suppor ts  the ent i re
melody. Likewise, to create
beautiful harmony and rhythm
in our lives, we need to get in
tune with the law or rhythm of
life itself. In Buddhism, this
dynamic attuning of ourselves
with the life of the universe is
the basis of benefit. 

In this regard, Nichiren Dai-
shonin says of the word kudoku,
meaning benef it, merit or
virtue: “Ku...means to extin-
guish evil, and doku means to
bring forth good” (Gosho Zen-
shu, p. 762).

When people say, “You can
get anything y o u  w a n t
through this practice,” they are

ing since we would not estab-
lish a clear sense of purpose in
our Buddhist practice. The ob-
jective of Buddhist practice is
not to simply get what we
“want,” but to become a per-
son of great capacity, capabil-
ity, wisdom and fulfillment.
Such people find their prayers
and wishes realized in ways
they may never previously
have expected. Most impor-
tant, their ultimate wish for
true happiness is absolutely
fulfilled.

It is so wonderful that,
through chanting daimoku and
encouraging others in this prac-
tice, we can expand, strengthen,
deepen, enrich, empower and
purify our inner self. Nichiren
Daishonin’s Buddhism always
encourages us to become the
type of people who can enjoy
the immense beneficial power
of the Law.

I n his letter “On Prayer,”
Nichiren Daishonin says,
“Therefore, we know that

the prayers offered by a prac-
titioner of the Lotus Sutra will
be answered just as an echo
answers a sound, as shadow
follows a form, as the reflec-
tion of the moon appears in
clear water, as a mirror col-
lects dewdrops, as a magnet
attracts iron, as amber attracts
particles of dust, or as a clear

mirror reflects the color of an
object” (The Writings of
Nichiren Daishonin, p. 340).
In this passage, the key term is
“a practitioner of the Lotus
Sutra.” We should strive to de-
velop the life-condition of a
“practitioner of the Lotus
Sutra.” 

Such a life-condition is that
of a bodhisattva–Buddha. This
means someone who is dedi-
cated to relieving people’s suf-
fering and leading them to
happiness (a bodhisattva)
while tapping into and bring-
ing forth his/her innate Bud-
dha wisdom (a Buddha). This
is exactly the life-condition we
gain through praying strongly
to the Gohonzon for our own
happiness and that of others,
and then engaging in SGI-
USA activities dedicated to
the happiness of others and the
peace of the world.

Also, if we need to make a
major breakthrough in our
lives, the first step is to deter-
mine to achieve it. Buddhism
is win or lose. This means that
a solid determination to win
in our specific challenges and
circumstances makes our
daimoku more focused, which
means we can tap wisdom and
courage. 

Next, we have to do what-
ever we feel is necessary to at-
tain a vital breakthrough.

When we are chanting with
determined prayer and taking
action consistently, we can
confidently feel, “I will leave
it up to the Gohonzon.” 

In other words, we will be
actually living up to the pas-
sage from “On Rebuking
Slander of the Law and Erad-
icating Sins” that reads, “I am
praying that, no matter how
troubled the times may be-
come, the Lotus Sutra and the
ten demons daughters will
protect all of you, praying as
earnestly as though to produce
fire from damp wood, or to ob-
tain water from parched
ground” (WND, 444).

SGI President Ikeda states:
“Faith in the Mystic Law is the
wellspring of value creation. It
enables us to turn everything in
our lives — both our joys and
sufferings — into causes for ac-
cumulating beauty, benefit and
good in still greater measure.
When we base ourselves on this
kind of faith, everything that
happens to us is a benef it”
(Faith into Action, p. 91).

There are many, many SGI
members in the world today
who can say without doubt or
hesitation that all their prayers
have been answered. WT
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Although visually
impaired, Nobuaki
Iguchi is reaching
audiences through his
music, sending out
the message that
people with
disabilities can
accomplish their
dreams.

BY STEPHANIE CELANO 
STAFF WRITER

“Behind the storm of daily
conflict and crisis, the artist
continues the quiet work of the
centuries, building bridges of
experience between peoples.”

—John F. Kennedy

F
or many teenagers, the
dream of becoming a
rock star is the ultimate
fantasy. Why would

Nobuaki Iguchi be any differ-
ent? So at the age of 15, while
attending school in Osaka,
Nobuaki and some friends who
loved music took the first step
— they formed a rock band. It’s
been about 25 years since he
started that band and today his
musical talent is not going un-
noticed. 

Nobuaki and members of his
current band, Chanter (pro-
nounced shantay), which he
formed in 1980, are more in-
spiring than the average rock
band members mainly because
they are anything but average.
You see, three of the band mem-
bers — including Iguchi — are
partially or totally blind. Addi-
tionally, they are the first rock
band in the world to include a
sign language rock vocalist.
These unique characteristics of
their band are gaining the at-
tention of audiences with and
without disabilities throughout
Japan and the world. 

Born with a degenerative dis-
ease of the retina and atrophy of
the optic nerve, Nobuaki began
losing his sight at age 6. With no
cure or prospect for his sight to
return, he was faced with the in-
evitable gradual deterioration
of his vision. At a young age, he
was sent from his home in Nara
to attend a school in Osaka for
the visually impaired to learn
how to live with his loss of vi-
sion. While at school, he met
children who were completely
blind and this changed his per-
spective. He realized that he
could not pity himself when
others’ circumstances were
much worse than his own. 

At 15, he met a girl at his
school who seemed to be so op-
timistic despite being blind. Be-
cause of her positive demeanor,
Nobuaki befriended her and
learned of her involvement
with the Soka Gakkai, and in
1973, he began his practice of
Nichiren Daishonin’s Bud-
dhism. At this same time, his
dream to become a musician
began to emerge. 

Despite the physical chal-
lenges, Nobuaki, who is a per-
cussionist, says the main reason
he has challenged himself as a
musician, beyond his love for
music, is because he didn’t want
to be confined to the realm of
being labeled handicapped or
disabled. He wanted to break
through those barriers and go
anywhere he pleased. Iguchi be-
lieves his band Chanter can
show the world that people with
disabilities have tremendous
strength and capability to do
what they want to do.

“Music is the language by
which we can communicate
with everyone in the world,”
states Iguchi. “Through music
we can reach anybody. It is a
medium by which we can over-
come the barriers that exist be-
tween people.” 

Over the past f ive years,
Chanter has been playing in a
variety of venues and reaching
audiences of all ages, although
the band’s performance is es-
pecially geared toward people
with disabilities. At the start of
a Chanter concert, all the
members of the audience re-
ceive a brightly colored bal-
loon. Once filled with air, the
balloon acts as a tool for audi-
ence members who are hearing
impaired, allowing them to feel
the rhythm of the music
through the vibrations on the
balloon while enjoying
Chanter’s vivid light show. 

Tomoko Yamamoto, the
sign language rock vocal-
ist, engages the entire au-

dience as she enthusiastically
signs the lyrics to each song while
singing and moving about on
stage and through the audience.
Her burgeoning career as a sign
language rock vocalist is opening
new doors for her. She is now
sought out to perform in sign lan-
guage musicals and the people
wishing to study under her are
ever increasing. Her initial reason
for joining the band several years
ago was because of the warmth
of the band members.

While performing, Nobuaki
can only see flashes of light
through his peripheral vision and
derives a great boost through the
exchange of energy from the
clapping audience members.
This exchange further invigo-
rates his drumming, enabling
him to give more of himself dur-
ing a concert, raising the level of
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Chanter Rocks Around theWorld

excitement for everyone.
“Because of our music we

have had many memorable en-
counters. I have had the oppor-
tunity to meet people that have
significantly more challenging
circumstances than my own.
They encourage the entire band
and me; they give me the
strength to live life. I am so
grateful that we can use this
rock band to reach out,” he says. 

The name Chanter is French
for “to sing.” Chanter’s upbeat
music is positive, sending mes-
sages of hope and courage. The
theme song, “Love Comes True,”
is about the courage to keep
looking toward the future. Ac-
cording to Hiroyuki Nitta, who
wrote the song, singing was al-
ways a way for him to overcome
his hardships. Love, he says, is
powerful in that same way. 

The song “Wake Up Hero”
conveys that anybody can be a
hero, but you don’t know when
that time will come. It’s possi-
ble to have a bright future, but
you just can’t wait for it to hap-
pen, you have to exert yourself. 

“If we show that we are doing
our very best, then somehow,
we will be able to encourage
other people who have disabil-
ities to keep working toward
their goals whether they are re-
lated to music or not — no mat-
ter what it is,” Nobuaki says. 

In June this year, Nobuaki
brought Chanter to Los Ange-
les to participate in the third
annual Art & Soul Interna-
tional Festival sponsored by
VSA, an international non-
profit organization that pro-

motes the creative power of
people with disabilities.
Chanter performed at the
weeklong festival, along with
hundreds of other artists, in
celebration of the arts as a cre-
ative expression of people with
disabilities. It was an opportu-
nity to continue to build
bridges with one another and
share the possibilities of artis-
tic achievement.

Last year Chanter per-
formed at more than 200
venues all on weeknights and
weekends — after their full-
time jobs! All four members
work regular jobs in addition to
their musical careers. Nobuaki
is a consultant to Japan Light-
house, an organization dedi-
cated to helping people who
have lost their vision; bass
player Shin’ichi Kumano is an
acupuncturist and D.J.; the lead
vocalist, Hiroyuki Nitta, is a
rehabilitation therapist; and
Tomoko Yamamoto works as
an administrative assistant in
an office and volunteers as a
sign language translator in her
spare time. Currently they have
recorded four CDs and two
music videos of sign language
rock. A CD-ROM for children
will be coming out soon.

“Through the activities of
Chanter, I want to contribute to
kosen-rufu. SGI President
Ikeda once encouraged me to
work toward kosen-rufu not just
in Japan, but for the whole
world,” admits Iguchi. “I believe
the rapport Chanter achieves
with its audiences is the great-
est example of that spirit.”   WT

Nobuaki Iguchi (center) meets with renowned jazz musicians and SGI-USA members Wayne Shorter and Herbie
Hancock after his performance in the third annual Art & Soul International Festival held in Los Angeles.

Photo by KAY YOSHIKAWA

EXPERIENCE—NOBUAKI IGUCHI, OSAKA, JAPAN

The Japanese rock band Chanter performs at the Art & Soul Festival in
Los Angeles in June.

Photo by DANNY CHENG



guidance, advice and support
from everyone.

The CEC reached a consen-
sus to adopt the SGI theme for
2000: “Raising the Curtain on
the 21st Century — The Year of
Youth.” This was followed by
observations from several rep-
resentatives regarding the tem-
ple and its membership, and
much discussion about a firm
plan of action, including study-

ing the handbook Confirming
Our Path of Faith and the soon-
to-be published Untold History
of the Fuji School. It was
agreed upon that the phrase
Soka Spirit movement would be
used in place of the temple
issue movement, thus commu-
nicating to the membership the
message of value creation, ed-
ucation and humanism in our
challenge to carry out the cor-
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BY MARGIE HALL
MANAGING EDITOR

The announcement of new
SGI-USA national lead-
ers on the eve of the new

millennium was a highlight of
the 46th meeting of the Central
Executive Committee on Dec.
3, with approximately 60 par-
ticipants; over the weekend they
joined some 120 other repre-
sentatives at The Westin Hotel
in Los Angeles for a year-end
region leaders meeting.

SGI General Director Eiichi
Wada, in his opening remarks to
the CEC at the SGI Plaza in
Santa Monica, Calif., stated, “In
response to Fred Zaitsu’s and
Wendy Clark’s report and de-
termination to SGI President
Ikeda on this new departure for
the SGI-USA, President Ikeda
expressed his deepest appreci-
ation for their untiring efforts
and achievements — for Mr.
Zaitsu as general director the
past seven years and Mrs. Clark
as the nationwide women’s
leader for six years.” 

With a provision for the new
position of advisor at the SGI-
USA level being added to the
Rules of the Religious Organi-
zation, Mr. Wada also an-
nounced the appointment of
Fred Zaitsu as executive advi-
sor and Guy McCloskey as ad-
visor to the general director.
(The executive advisor super-
vises and gives general advice
about all the affairs of this or-
ganization for the sake of its
development; the position of
advisor assists in these duties.
Both carry out their duties on
behalf of the SGI leadership.)

Mr. Zaitsu pointed out the
many significant dates in the
coming year — the 70th an-
niversary of the Soka Gakkai’s
establishment (Nov. 18), the
100th anniversary of second
Soka Gakkai president Josei
Toda’s birth (Feb. 11), the 25th
anniversary of the SGI’s
founding (Jan. 26), the 40th
anniversary of President
Ikeda’s inauguration as third
Soka Gakkai president (May
3) and the 40th anniversary of
the SGI leader’s first visit to
the United States (Oct. 2). 

“As we have learned in the
Gosho ‘The Selection of the
Time,’ timing is very impor-
tant,” he said. “I felt I should not
miss this great opportunity, this
great timing, before the start of
the new millennium, before this
year ends, to transfer my lead-
ership to a new general director.
As you know, any transition is
always accompanied by some
difficulties, however, it is also
an opportune time to create
great, refreshing new energy
throughout the SGI-USA for
the future. 

“Although it was beyond my
capability, I served as general
director these past seven years.
I express my wholehearted ap-
preciation to all of you and to
President Ikeda for having had
the opportunity to serve you in
this capacity. And, together
with you, I determine to give all
my support to our new general
director, Danny Nagashima.” 

Further new leaders’ ap-
pointments (please see page 5)
were announced by Mr. Na-
gashima, including Matilda
Buck as the national women’s

leader, James Herrmann as the
youth division leader, Ed Feasel
as the youth division senior ad-
visor and Tariq Hasan as the
men’s leader. Mr. Nagashima,
thanking the longtime pioneers
who paved the way for the
spread of Nichiren Daishonin’s
Buddhism in the United States,
stated his resolve to do his ut-
most to serve the membership
and expressed his need for

Photos by GREGORY NAKASUJI

The women’s team: (l–r) Kazue Zaitsu, Patricia Kasahara, Kazue Elliot, Yoshiko Kadin, Rita Risom, Naomi Sasaki,
Theresa Hauber, Matilda Buck, Linda Johnson, Wendy Clark, Nora Padayhag, Carmela Menchaca, Sheilah Edwards.

Looking Toward the New Year

Fred Zaitsu congratulates newly appointed general director of SGI-USA,
Danny Nagashima, at the 46th Central Executive Committee Meeting held at
the SGI Plaza, Dec. 3.

To support our theme
for 2000, “Raising the
Curtain on the 21st 
Century — The Year of
Youth,” the SGI-USA has
adopted the following
guidelines:

Subtheme:
The Power of One

•The transformation of the in-
dividual has always been at the
heart of our movement. Kosen-
rufu advances because of our
efforts as individuals in the are-
nas of our inner revolution, our
families, our jobs and our com-
munities. Likewise, our orga-
nizational emphasis through-
out the year will be on each
member’s joyful and commit-
ted participation in each area of
quarterly focus: 

Propagation

• Let’s share the greatness of
this practice and enable one
person to join the SGI.

Publications
• Let’s study Nichiren Daisho-
nin’s Buddhism consistently.
Let’s subscribe to and read the
publications, and encourage one
person to receive the World Tri-
bune.

Contribution
•Let’sparticipate in the monthly
contribution and the May Com-
memorative Contribution.

Participation in 
Discussion Meetings
• Let’s actively participate in
our own discussion meetings
and warmly invite our families,
friends and neighbors to partic-
ipate as well.

Meeting the Three 
Challenges:
Throughout the year, let’s im-
prove our organization in the
following areas:

1. To realize phenomenal ex-
pansion this year, let’s help the

many guests who come to our
meetings actually begin their
practice of Nichiren Daisho-
nin’s Buddhism.

2. Let’s strengthen and expand
the grass-roots level of our
movement by reviewing our
district organization, creating
new districts where possible in
an effort to keep member-to-
leader ratios and discussion
meeting size at an optimal
level, and support organiza-
tional expansion. 

3. To foster the growth of lead-
ers who truly care for the mem-
bers, let’s improve our ability to
inform, educate and inspire our
leaders through one-on-one
mentoring and leaders training
meetings held regularly.

Standing Up to Injustice:
Through our development of
youth and the strengthening of
our study and practice, let’s con-
tinue to stand up to the injustice
of the Nikken sect, which threat-
ens to obstruct the advancement

SGI-USA Activity Guidelines for 2000



James Herrmann
Youth Division Leader 

Ed Feasel
Youth Senior Advisor

Ken Saragosa
Kathy King
Vice Youth Division Leaders 

Cory Taylor
Young Men’s Leader 

Jeff Farr
Bobby Debozi
Vice Young Men’s Leaders 

Wendy DeSouza
Daisaku Leslie
Student Division Leaders

Boston Snowden
Maggie Eisenberg
Vice Student Division Leaders
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SGI-USA Level

Daniel Nagashima
General Director

Fred Zaitsu
Executive Advisor 

Guy McCloskey
Advisor 

Matilda Buck
Women’s Division Leader 

Linda Johnson 
Theresa Hauber
Vice Women’s Leaders 

Wendy Clark
Sheilah Edwards
Naomi Sasaki
Kazue Zaitsu
Women’s Vice Senior Advisors 

Yoshiko Kadin
Women’s Secretariat Leader 

Tariq Hasan
Men’s Division Leader 

Richard Sasaki
Men’s Senior Advisor 

George Kataoka
Greg Martin
Ronnie Smith
Vice Men’s Leaders

Ian McIlraith
Men’s Secretariat Leader 

Mike Golden
Steve Saperstein
Chuck Williams
Eddy Yamane
Vice Men’s Secretariats 

Senior Vice General Directors
Matilda Buck
Wendy Clark
Sheilah Edwards 
Kazue Elliot
Tariq Hasan
Frank Nakabayashi

Vice General Directors
(Vice general directors are those
who have been recognized as hav-
ing the same sense of responsibility
as the general director.)

Richard Brown
Doris Edwards
Ed Feasel 
Daniel Habuki
Edward Hamada
Theresa Hauber
Linda Johnson
George Kataoka
Ian McIlraith
Carmela Menchaca
Gary Murie
George Odano
Darnell Pulphus

The youth team: (l–r, front row) Bobbie Stemple, Reiko Groshell, Jomo Thorne, Maggie Eisenberg, Renu
Jiandani, Wendy DeSouza, Nobuko Kobayashi, Ken Saragosa; (l–r, back row) Boston Snowden, Steve
Mortan, James Herrmann, Daisaku Leslie, Ed Feasel, Jeff Farr, Cory Taylor, Kaz Hatakeyama.

Rita Risom
Harry Sakurai
Naomi Sasaki
Cliff Sawyer
Kazue Zaitsu

Zone Level 

Cindy Carlson
Central Zone Women’s Leader 

Richard Sasaki
Southern California Zone Leader 

Shinji Ishibashi
Greg Martin
Vice Zone Leader 

Linda Johnson
So. Calif. Zone Women’s Leader

Theresa Hauber
Sachiko Nakabayashi
Diana Smith
Vice Zone Leaders 

SGI-USA Leadership Appointments 

rect practice of the Daishonin’s
Buddhism.

The quarterly organiza-
tional focus for 2000 will con-
tinue to be: propagation, using
and promoting our publica-
tions, contribution and partic-
ipation in discussion meetings
with the spirit of “the power of
one” — the notion of each in-
dividual taking full responsi-
bility and making a difference
in every aspect of his or her
life, thereby creating happi-
ness for self and others (please
refer to activity guidelines in
box below and speeches on
pages 6–9).

There was much dialogue re-
garding improving the organi-
zation, becoming leaders with
great heart for people. Discus-
sion was held on helping guests
begin their practice of Nichiren
Daishonin’s Buddhism and

supporting and strengthening
the districts, creating new ones
where possible in order that
they be manageable due to ex-
panding membership; and
holding leaders training meet-
ings on a regular basis.

At the year-end region lead-
ers meeting held Dec. 4–5, re-
ports were given on study de-
partment guidelines for 2000
and on a new group for mem-
bers age 60 and over (both to be
featured in the Dec. 24 issue).
Presentations were also made
by representatives from the
public relations bureau and the
publications center. 

Harry Sakurai, executive dir-
ector of the Florida Nature and
Culture Center, announced
that 35 conferences are sched-
uled for the facility next year;
that over the past three-and-a-
half years of operation, the

FNCC had hosted some 112
conferences and welcomed
more than 17,000 participants
to its campus. He extended his
deepest appreciation to all “for
your continued efforts to sup-
port the FNCC, and for con-
tributing to our success in re-
sponding to SGI President
Ikeda’s expectations of having
it become a facility where the
SGI-USA can foster and de-
velop many capable individu-
als for the future.”

Speeches by the newly ap-
pointed divisional leaders
(please see pages 6–7) pro-
voked much spontaneous
laughter and applause, and en-
couragement by SGI Vice
Women’s Leader Yumiko
Hachiya and SGI General Di-
rector Eiichi Wada (please see
pages 8–9) ended the high-en-
ergy gathering. WT

The year-end region leaders meeting is held Dec. 4–5 at The Westin Hotel in
Los Angeles with approximately 180 participants attending.

The men’s team: (l–r) Guy McCloskey, Fred Zaitsu, Steve Saperstein, Greg Martin, Tariq
Hasan, Danny Nagashima, Ronnie Smith, Mike Golden, George Kataoka, Ian McIlraith,
Richard Sasaki.

Photos by GREGORY NAKASUJI
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I
really want to express my sincere
appreciation for the efforts of our
seniors, General Director Zaitsu,
Mrs. Clark, Mr. Sasaki and all of

you who have been struggling over the
past seven years to take leadership in this
extremely difficult time. Mr. Zaitsu had
unbelievable patience and took great care
and consideration in trying to create such
a democratic, new organization I really
would like to show my heartfelt grati-
tude. Thank you very much, Mr. Zaitsu!

My determination is, with all of your
support, advice and encouragement, to
create an American SGI organization of
outstanding teamwork with a great heart.
I really appreciate all of you giving me
this opportunity. Let’s strongly unite for
the sake of the members and for the sake
of the happiness of the American people
in the 21st century. I promise to do my
utmost! (At this time, he introduced all
the newly appointed national leaders, the
team members, individually — the
youth, the women and the men.)

I don’t want to ever forget the efforts
of the pioneers, many of whom are not
here today — those people who since
1960 built this organization in America
together with President Ikeda. They
made unbelievable, painstaking efforts.
Mr. Williams is here today. We should
never forget our sense of appreciation
for those pioneers. Many pioneer
women division members who strug-
gled together to reply to President
Ikeda’s dream of global kosen-rufu are
here today, along with many representa-
tives of a new generation. In the10 years
since 1990, we have experienced
tremendous changes as an organization
and we have won a great victory! 

Together with the newly appointed
leaders, I would really like to create a
new era. As I was taking a bath last night,
I dozed off and had a beautiful dream
about a time 25 years from now. Mr. Zai-
tsu mentioned that this coming year is the
25th anniversary since the SGI’s estab-
lishment. I was thinking about the future,
when I will be 75 years old. What kind of
SGI will we have? In my dream, people
are living cheerfully. There are beautiful

families, lots of children, a new genera-
tion — great artists, great scholars, great
physicians, senators and people in Con-
gress. I was also dreaming that we have
an Ikeda museum and all kinds of tributes
to President Ikeda’s achievements. 

I know that when we really unite to-
gether, nothing is impossible! President
Ikeda sent a message to our Youth Culture
Festival. In it, he quoted a poem by the
great African American poet, Langston
Hughes, “Let America be the dream the
dreamers dream. Let it be that great,
strong land of love.” America is a coun-
try of dreams. 26 years ago dreaming a
dream of America, I came first to Hawaii,
then to Los Angeles, moved to New York,
back to Los Angeles, then to San Fran-
cisco, and back again to Los Angeles.This
is the beauty of America. Let’s awaken
our dream of America based on President
Ikeda’s guidance. Let’s continue chal-
lenging, until there are millions of happy
members. Nothing is impossible!

In 1990, when President Ikeda came
to the United States, he made dramatic
changes in our organization toward the
21st century. The 30 years from 1960 to
1990, then the 10 years from 1990 seem
like the three steps forward and one step
backwards of the lion advancing on its
prey. Nichiren Daishonin writes, “The
lion king is said to advance three steps,
then gather himself to spring, unleash-
ing the same power whether he traps a
tiny ant or attacks a f ierce animal”
(“Reply to Kyo’o,” The Writings of
Nichiren Daishonin, p. 412). At that
time, President Ikeda shared so much of
what we need to know to establish this
Buddhism in America. 

He taught us that the leaders should be
the servants of the members. This guid-
ance I took as my own. “A leader in the
organization is not someone who stands
above others but one whose role is to
serve and support everyone else. This is
something that second Soka Gakkai Pres-
ident Josei Toda used to explain by say-
ing ‘Leaders are the servants of the mem-
bers.’ In a sense, a true leader of kosen
rufu is one who is determined to sacrifice
themselves for the sake of the members.”
So number one, I really want to be a ser-
vant to the members — to serve the hap-
piness of every member of SGI-USA. 

And number two, I really want to cre-
ate an American organization where we
treasure our own families. Together with
our loved ones, let’s create the happiest
families and the happiest organization.
President Ikeda says we are one big fam-
ily whose members are joined by the
lifeblood of faith in the Mystic Law. Our
organization for kosen-rufu should be
like a comfortable home. I hope that all
members, their lives illuminated by the
Gohonzon, will come together with a
feeling of relief and relaxation, with a
sense of energy welling up from within.
With sincere prayer to the Gohonzon

T
he concept of the “power of
one” means a self-motivated
person, a person who takes re-
sponsibility. It’s all in the pre-

amble to The Human Revolution: “A
great revolution in just a single individ-
ual will help achieve a change in the des-
tiny of a society and further, will enable
a change in the destiny of humankind.
This is how much teamwork we have al-
ready: three different people gave me
this quote because I didn’t quite remem-
ber it. That, to me, is everything. That
kind of support for just for one quote; just
asking for help and it was right here.

Wendy Clark shared that when she first
became women’s division leader, she
took a walk with President Ikeda. He said
to her, “Let’s build a great America.” I be-
lieve that we are part of that continuum.
We talked about the old days a little bit,
the pioneering days. We’ve been building
a great America since 1960 and many of
the people in this room began at that time.

How many of you saw Saving Private
Ryan? I’ve seen many other movies
about Normandy. That launching at Nor-
mandy was monumental. When you
make a great beachhead, it’s bloody. It
takes very courageous people. When you
do things like that, it takes a certain kind
of person and there’s no time for niceties
and common sensibilities. We had that
kind of beachhead in first establishing
Buddhism in America. The thing that’s
interesting is that we were all part of that.
We’re all pioneers — Japanese born and
American born. At that time maybe
things were a little rough. At that time,
we didn’t live by common sense. To es-
tablish what we did, we couldn’t.

Many of the early pioneers from
Japan made tremendous sacrifices with
their families, their friends, with their
own lives. And some of us have done the
same thing. But what Mrs. Hachiya
stressed to us is that this is truly a new
era. Now that we’re established, Presi-
dent Ikeda’s vision is that it wouldn’t be
appropriate to keep making those kinds
of beachheads. So now we’re pioneers
once again of a new kind. We have to re-
ally grasp that this is the time for com-

mon sense, the time to create a com-
fortable atmosphere in our organization
so that members in American society
can feel very comfortable and happy
joining our organization and being part
of it at whatever level they choose to.

That means the leadership as well. It
doesn’t mean that, “Oh, we’re going to
welcome all these members to these very
comfortable meetings but we ourselves
are going to be madly scrambling.” It
doesn’t work that way. Mrs. Hachiya gave
very poignant guidance about that when
she talked about leadership. She was say-
ing that we shouldn’t be special leaders,
leaders who sacrifice our lives. Of course
as bodhisattvas we do serve others, we
work for their happiness. But we should-
n’t be people who say: “My family does-
n’t matter. I’m just going to do this for the
members,” or “My life doesn’t matter,” or
“My dreams aren’t important.”

She said that it is very important that
we, more than anybody, address our
problems. She used herself as an exam-
ple. Because of the tremendous efforts
she was making here with us, she actu-
ally missed her son’s high school grad-
uation. But when she got back, it was
perhaps a more crucial time for him be-
cause he was applying to a university.
She stayed home from activities for four
days. Now for Mrs. Hachiya to stay
home from activities for four days, the
world could stop, right? And she stayed
in front of the Gohonzon, and her son,
who was off taking these examinations,
knew that that was where his mother
was. She chanted daimoku for four days
for his success and he was accepted at
Soka University.

I think that’s such an important exam-
ple of what we have to do. There’s no way
to do this unless we become true masters
of teamwork. That’s our job now. That’s
how we can all share in building our or-
ganization. The upcoming women’s di-
vision activities next year are a perfect
place to practice this. We will have
women’s conferences on Feb. 10–13 and
also August 10–13. We want to stick to
the power of one theme: How one woman
can make a difference. Like Rosa Parks,
for example, she may have had one feel-
ing and one action, but she is definitely
a team player. The network she has cre-
ated is unbelievable. In February we will
be holding our 11th commemorative
meeting of the “clear mirror” guidance
President Ikeda gave to us in 1990. 

At that time he told us: “Society and
daily life are the great earth of our faith
and the practice of the True Law. The
steady development of kosen-rufu can
be ensured only when, based on faith, we
carefully attend to the affairs of society,
our daily lives and to our families. Faith
manifests itself in daily life. This is our
eternal guideline.” Ten years later his
guidance is so timely for us. “Raising the
Curtain on the 21st Century — The Year

Danny Nagashima
SGI-USA General Director

Matilda Buck
SGl-USA Women’s Leader

Great Teamwork Is the Key. . .
HIGHLIGHTS OF SPEECHES GIVEN AT THE YEAR-END REGION LEADERS MEETING, DEC. 5

PLEASE SEE NAGASHIMA, 8 PLEASE SEE BUCK, 9
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G
ood morning, everyone! Yes-
terday when we met as youth
division, we had enriching di-
alogue and a great time. I re-

ally think we’ve reached a new era in
SGI-USA. I completely believe it is Pres-
ident Ikeda’s determination that is dri-
ving this new era for the 21st century. I
was really proud to see the great capa-
bility that exists in the youth division.
During our discussions with all the youth
region leaders from around the country,
it is clear that the youth are focused on
creating an incredible momentum of
propagation this coming year. Through-
out the nation the membership of the
youth division is really going to explode!

Yesterday, Mr. Wada encouraged us to
always carry the World Tribune and use
it at meetings. Taking Mr. Wada’s advice,
I want to read from the World Tribune. In
it President Ikeda says: “It is always the
courage and solidarity of youth that open
a new world, a new age. When youth lose
their sense of adventure, their spirit
grows old and their lives become little
more than a living death. At this time, that
will never come again, I call out to you,
my beloved youth, boldly leave behind an
immortal history” (Dec. 10 World Tri-
bune, p. 5). This March 16 will mark the
first Kosen-rufu Day of the new millen-
nium. With a sense of adventure, let’s
begin by creating a new history with total
victory this March 16!

In President Ikeda’s message to us yes-
terday, he said: “I ask each of you to ex-
ercise bold, confident leadership for the

F
irst, I want to express my deep ap-
preciation to President Ikeda for
giving me this opportunity to fur-
ther my human revolution as the

men’s division leader. Probably no one was
as surprised as myself when I received this
new responsibility and quite frankly, I have
never felt so incapable in accepting a new
responsibility as I did this time. How
strange, I felt, that a person born in an Is-
lamic country (Pakistan), and the last coun-
try to become a nuclear power in this cen-
tury, could come to the U.S. and become the
men’s leader of an American Buddhist or-
ganization! But then I thought that’s why
this is America — a land that is continu-
ously rejuvenated by its immigrants and of
course also by the people who were born
here. I am now ready to challenge this new
responsibility with sincerity and daring. 

This may sound strange to members
of the other divisions, but until this week
I just thought, “I’m a leader, I’m a man,
so I’m a men’s division leader.” I thought
that’s all there was to it. But in speaking
with many men this week, I realized that
we are very unique — we are not and
can never be women’s division; we are
no longer members of the young men’s
division, although we should always be
youthful. We are men and we should be
proud to be who we are because we have
President Ikeda as the ultimate example
of a men’s division member.

As men, I believe we need to unearth
those problems and difficulties that are
unique to us, and I believe there are
many — such as what is the role of men,
especially as Buddhists in American so-
ciety? What are the pressures that men
face in their daily lives? How can our
men’s division members truly become
relevant — truly make a difference —
and not be just an anachronism?

Matilda Buck mentioned how she
wished the women’s meeting during this
weekend could have lasted three days.
Quite frankly, if that happened with our
men’s meeting, we’d be in serious trouble.
For the last two days, the men’s division
leaders were very fortunate to receive
guidance from Mr. Wada, who to me is
such an unpretentious, caring and straight-

forward individual — three qualities that
I believe we can all use. He told us over
and over and over again to listen to and re-
spect the women’s division. My new part-
ner, Matilda, and I definitely pledge to do
that. But more than just lip service, I want
to create a great team with Danny and
Matilda and James and Renu and Cory.

The second point Mr. Wada shared
with us is to be uncomplicated. (I’m
afraid I’ve already become way too com-
plicated with this speech — I should
have just read a passage from the World
Tribune as Mr. Wada suggested.) This is
my personal challenge, and I believe it
shows Mr. Wada’s great insight into the
character of many men. Again, I will be
the first to become uncomplicated.

Having said all this, I believe the
greatest mission we have as men is to
help raise the youth division. President
Ikeda can raise so many capable youth
because he loves youth and because he
understands their hearts so deeply. In his
last speech to them when he was in the
U.S. in February of 1990, he spoke about
how difficult it is to be young because
it’s a time of so many challenges, of so
many uncertainties about careers and re-
lationships. When I heard that guidance
10 years ago, I was so moved by his pro-
found compassion for the youth. I really
ask the men to reach out to the youth —
let’s share our experiences of being a
youth or, as someone said yesterday, we
were all young once so we can really
give them hope and courage.

Finally, I also am determined to intro-
duce one person to this practice. I want
to do it not because SGI-USA made a tar-
get and I as a national leader want to
show you that I can do it. I want to do it
because it is the greatest joy in the world.
About two weeks ago, I ran into some-
one I introduced to Buddhism 12 years
ago who stopped practicing and ended up
in jail on a very serious charge. He told
me the only thing that kept him going in
jail in his darkest hour was chanting
Nam-myoho-renge-kyo. I remembered
when I shared the practice with him, he
was very spaced out. I went to his house
every morning at 6:00 to do gongyo for
several months. When he stopped chant-
ing, I felt so disappointed. But seeing
him again and seeing that he was chant-
ing once more rejuvenated me and woke
me up to what the key is to this Buddhist
practice, which is sometimes easy to for-
get, especially after we’ve been here for
four days talking for so many hours. 

Thank you so much for giving me this
opportunity. I know as men we are ready
to move, not because of me but because of
the great leadership team we have in the
men’s division—Greg Martin and George
Kataoka, Ronnie Smith, Ian McIlraith,
Steve Saperstein, Mike Golden, Eddy Ya-
mane and Chuck Williams and all the men
of SGI-USA. I’m sure that together, we
will create a wonderful record of growth
and advancement in the year 2000 and be-
yond. Thank you very much. WT

For SGI-USA’s New Beginning
HIGHLIGHTS OF SPEECHES GIVEN AT THE YEAR-END REGION LEADERS MEETING, DEC. 5

James Herrmann
SGI-USA Youth Division Leader

Tariq Hasan
SGl-USA Men’s Leader

21st century and to do so with earnestness
and sincerity, with courtesy and daring”
(see full text on page 1). Our women’s and
men’s division leader’s, Matilda Buck and
Tariq Hasan, have always supported the
youth. That’s why I think that this is such
a great time for the youth division to be
bold and to really advance!

At the Los Angeles Friendship Center,
there’s a magnificent tile mural on the
outside wall of the building. General Di-
rector Danny Nagashima had put me in
charge of initiating this project earlier
this year along with the City of Los An-
geles Cultural Affairs Department. I did-
n’t know what to do. It became a huge
challenge to find the artist and to come
up with the concept. It was a tremendous
struggle. Finally, we were able to get the
project approved through the Cultural
Affairs Department. The end result was
beautiful. The mural is based on Presi-
dent Ikeda’s poem, “The Sun of Jiyu
Over a New Land.”

When I reported to Danny about the
project, I was very proud. I thought that
my job was done. I said: “Danny, we fi-
nally got it! We got our approval!” He
said: “Oh, that’s so great! That’s the first
step!” I said, “What do you mean, that’s
the first step?” He said that President
Ikeda wrote the poem, “Sun of Jiyu,” not
just for the SGI-USA members, but for all
the citizens throughout Los Angeles. He
suggested, “Why don’t you build a memo-
rial in a public park in Los Angeles that
will display President Ikeda’s poem for the
entire city of Los Angeles?” I was com-
pletely blown away. Then he said, “Why
not have the city pay for it?” I had an in-
credulous look on my face as I thought,
“How is that going to happen?” Danny
just said his famous words, “Why not?” 

Danny opened my eyes to a vision
much grander than I had seen. I realized
the reason he’s able to do that is because
he’s daring, he’s bold and he’s constantly
thinking of how to reply to our mentor,
President Ikeda. It takes that kind of spirit
and courage to open the hearts of others.
I would like to propose as youth that next
year we be bold, we be courageous and
we advance with this “Why not?” spirit!
I firmly believe that for the youth divi-
sion to really advance boldly, to have
people stand up, it requires this “Why
not?” spirit and the heart to always reply
to our mentor. Thank you so much! WT

Photos by GREGORY NAKASUJI
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T
he CEC and Regional
Leaders meetings that
we have conducted
today have deep signif-

icance for American kosen-rufu.
In that sense, this is truly a com-
memorative day. I congratulate
all of you and ask you to advance
with a fresh new determination,
centering on newly appointed
General Director Danny Na-
gashima and Women’s Division
Leader Matilda Buck. I hope
you will continue to advance
cheerfully, in beautiful harmony.

In advancing toward the fu-
ture, I hope that you will continue
to further strengthen and solidify
your unity. I also hope that you
will create a wonderful organiza-
tion in which all the members can
feel a sense of joy and conviction
in practicing this Buddhism; also,
that the members can feel im-
mense joy in being able to ad-

vance with SGI President Ikeda.
In the recent New Human

Revolutionchapter, “The Breeze
of Happiness,” President Ikeda
shares an account of a com-
memorative photo session with
a group of leaders in Kansai,
Japan, years ago. He writes:
“Kosen-rufu is a sacred path that
can be realized only when all the
members stand up with the spirit
of a light. Therefore, Shin’ichi
was resolutely determined that
he would plant in each member’s
heart the eternal light of
promise, the eternal light of joy
and the eternal light of courage.
Sparks generated by striking
stones give rise to light. Like-
wise the light of kosen-rufu will
manifest only through the inter-
action between the human-to-
human spirit. Shin’ichi com-
pletely understood this fact.”

I hope that each and every
one of you, as leaders, will be-
come such spark-producing
“stones” and truly interact heart
to heart with the members on
the forefront of our activities.
When you do so, I am confident
that you will spark an eternal
flame of promise in the hearts
of the members, an eternal light
of joy and courage. 

Looking back on the history
of kosen-rufu, President Ikeda
performed this function as he
continued to interact with the
members and ignite this light
in their hearts. This has been
the splendid history of kosen-
rufu to this day. I am confident
that this example will serve as
an eternal guideline for kosen-

rufu from today onward.
Based on this, I would like to

make a proposal to you today. We
are actually already doing this in
Japan. I propose that all of you
leaders who are gathered here
today be responsible for a district. 

The district is at the front line
of our organization and is in-
deed a harbor of faith and en-
couragement where the mem-
bers feel reassured. Once you
are assigned to a district, you
should not give guidance to its
members. Rather, I would like
you to first take action together
with the district leaders, the
women’s district leaders and the
youth division district leaders.
You might, for example, set July
as your first target and take ac-
tion together with the district
leaders so that you can truly
contribute to the improvement
and betterment of the district. 

Please continue to unite with
these leaders and introduce oth-
ers to this Buddhism, promote
the World Tribune and conduct
home visits to encourage the
members in the district. In this
way, I hope that like stones rub-
bing together, you and the mem-
bers will really produce sparks
that ignite the light of joy and
courage in the hearts of each
and every member. I would like
all of you to be the first to take
such action.

Of course, depending on your
responsibilities and schedules, I
know there will be limitations on
how much you can become en-
gaged in the district. I would like
you to participate in the district

planning meeting, the discus-
sion meeting and home visits. I
would like you to support these
three pillars. Of course, we are
talking about the district, so the
central f igure is the district
leader. And of course you should
ask the district leader to lead
gongyo. The central figure of the
discussion meeting will be the
district leader. At the beginning,
even if you ask them to lead
gongyo or be the center, they
may hesitate if you, their senior,
are there. But please reassure
them by saying: “You are the dis-
trict leader, so please lead.” 

Ultimately, the district is at
the forefront of the organiza-
tion. As leaders, you get infor-
mation and give direction at
headquarters- or chapter-level
meetings. But if you don’t go to
the front lines, you won’t know
how the information is flowing
at the district level, how things
are communicated. 

Maybe at the end of the meet-
ing, for example, when you
have to give words of encour-
agement to the members of the
district, always have the World
Tribune with you. I’m sure you
are busy throughout the day and
don’t have time to think of what
kind of encouragement you can
give later that day. So please
take the World Tribune with you
and share something from Pres-
ident Ikeda’s speech or
Nichiren Daishonin’s Writings. 

Based on President Ikeda’s
guidance and speeches, please
share your own experience with
the members or the wonderful
experiences of others you have
heard that you think will inspire
them. If you share these things,
the members will be able to stand
up with fresh determination.

On Nov. 21, when I was in
Japan, I had the oppor-
tunity to meet with

President Ikeda. I would like to
share some of his comments
from that time: “Your fortune
increases according to your
spirit. In other words, your de-
termination to do something for
kosen-rufu or to take action for
kosen-rufu brings about for-
tune. This has nothing to do with
organizational positions. It’s im-
portant to make a determination
to promote the World Tribune
and make a determination to re-
ally think how you can create a
successful, joyful discussion
meeting, where members will
be filled with joy. At least make
a determination to invite one
guest to a meeting. Or make a

based on President Ikeda’s
guidance, nothing is impossi-
ble. Let’s create beautiful fam-
ilies together. 

Number three, I would like to
read from President Ikeda’s
guidance in 1990 once again.
This was before the temple situ-
ation started. President Ikeda
mentioned that “Followers who
possess strong faith and remain
committed to kosen-rufu
throughout their lives are al-
ready Buddhas. Therefore, those
who deprecate and look down on
such members, in essence, de-
spise Buddhas” (March 1990
Seikyo Times). I really believe
that President Ikeda’s guidance
was in a sense a prediction of
what would happen. I determine
that, no matter what, we will pro-
tect our precious SGI members
and not let them be deceived by

the malicious Nikken sect. Let’s
enable temple members to see
how beautiful our organization
is, how wonderful President
Ikeda is, how much benefit they
can receive. 

Personally, I am determined
that by the end of next year, I will
introduce at least one person to
Buddhism. During the ’80s, I in-
troduced 47 people to Bud-
dhism, but since1990 I’ve had
no one join for the past nine
years. I really reflected on Mr.
Wada’s guidance today that
every moment, everything is
changing. How can I initiate the
changes instead of following the
changes? I want to change my-
self. I really want to do my own
human revolution. I would like
to promote 10 subscriptions to
our publications by the end of
the year. I am determined that no
matter what, I am going to per-
sonally visit 1,000 SGI-USA

members by the end of next year.
I would like to share President
Ikeda’s guidance with them.

President Ikeda loves Amer-
ica and we love President Ikeda.
Let’s create an America where
President Ikeda’s love for us and
our love for him become one.
Based on President Ikeda’s guid-
ance from the New Human Rev-
olution, my determination is to
create an SGI-USA that shares
the same destiny, the same vi-
sion, the same victories as our
mentor, that shares both joy and
suffering together with the men-
tor. Let’s share our joy and suf-
fering together with our mentor,
with the spirit to never begrudge
our lives for kosen-rufu.

I really appreciate Mr. Wada,
Mrs. Hachiya and Mr. Saito who
have come here from Japan, and
who, day and night, have been
continuously encouraging us.
Thank you very much. WT

determination to reach out to a
temple member so that they can
witness the truth. Go out to the
people, the members. Let us
chant daimoku together. This
heart, this spirit, is important.
When we have this spirit, this
determination, we are able to in-
crease our fortune.”

He went on to say: “Those
who look down on people or
who simply observe them, will
unknowingly see their life force
weaken and lose their sense of
joy. In other words, if there are
members who are really deter-
mined to work for kosen-rufu
and if you are looking down on
them or just listening to what
they are saying without the
spirit to help, gradually you will
lose life force and joy.

“No matter how much
wealth or status we may have,
if we lose joy we will not truly
be happy. It is when we rack our
brains and struggle and exert
ourselves for kosen-rufu that
we are able to establish an un-
surpassed life-condition in
which we experience immense
joy, both in life and in death. 

“As we struggle for the sake
of the happiness of the mem-
bers, for the happiness and de-
velopment of the district, and
take action — when we have a
sense of purpose to advance
kosen-rufu — then all our
struggles will change into a
sense of joy and benefit.”

I understand that we have
more than 180 leaders gathered
in this room today. I hope that
each of you will leap into the
district and take action to really
share President Ikeda’s vision
and dreams for kosen-rufu with
the members, creating a grand
tide of kosen-rufu. I hope that
today you will make that solid
determination. 

As you know, when Soka Uni-
versity of America Aliso Viejo,
opens on May 3, 2001, President
Ikeda has said that he will take
leadership for worldwide kosen-
rufu in America. I hope that you
will be in complete rhythm with
his determination and heart and
unite together to create a great
SGI-USA.

Lastly, I would like to con-
vey to you President Ikeda’s
message. He says thank you
very much for your sincere ef-
forts — in spite of it being the
weekend — for the sake of the
development of SGI-USA and
its members. He suggests we
have dinner in the hotel tonight
as his and Mrs. Ikeda’s guests.
Please enjoy your dinner. WT

Eiichi Wada
SGI General Director
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Take Action Together in the District
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F
or the last seven years,
Fred Zaitsu has dedi-
cated himself to kosen-
rufu and SGI-USA as its

general director. Along with him,
women’s leader Wendy Clark en-
dured many hardships over the
last six years and worked really
hard for kosen-rufu. Now we
have a new general director,
Danny Nagashima, and a new
women’s leader, Matilda Buck. I
have witnessed the birth of this
new leadership with my own
eyes and will remember this aus-
picious occasion for the rest of
my life. 

Mrs. Buck became a member
in 1972. Over these 28 years,
she has encountered countless
challenges and overcome many
hardships to really develop into
the person she is today. Most
significantly, Matilda Buck is
close to President Ikeda’s heart.
He is always speaking about
her. She and her husband have
both endured many hardships

and obstacles. She appears very
calm and composed, but she is
a person of great passion. I feel
her calm, polite and courteous
demeanor is a perfect comple-
ment for Mr. Nagashima’s vig-
orous nature! (Laughter). I am
sure you will be inspired by
them and agree that this is the
ideal “first couple” for SGI-
USA. All of us are on our way
to enlightenment. We’re all still
in the process of human revo-
lution and are not perfect yet.
Please understand that they are
not perfect either, and support
them with all of your hearts.

Earlier, Mr. Wada proposed
that you all get involved with a
district. It’s not just a matter of
going to the district. As a mat-
ter of fact, when I returned to
Tokyo I was assigned to Adachi
Ward in Tokyo, which has 500
districts, but I put my utmost ef-
fort into helping the district that
was suffering the most. 

For three months, I was re-
sponsible for that which is lo-
cated in an area where there are
many apartment houses. This
district was suffering because
no new people were joining
their district. All other districts
were really joyful because they
had at least one new person join.

Most of all, what I did was
hold dialogues in this district
through home visits, trying to
really find out why they were
suffering so much. I encour-
aged members by studying
Nichiren Daishonin’s writings
with them or doing gongyo to
try to help them overcome their
problems. Of course they were
talking to many people about
Nichiren Daishonin’s Bud-

dhism, but no one was getting
to the point of receiving Go-
honzon. 

I agonized, myself. I deter-
mined to introduce one person
to this district. So I was able to
introduce a person in an apart-
ment complex. You cannot
imagine how joyful the district
leader and the women’s division
district leader were. They were
jumping up with joy! When I
was here in America, I was still
concerned about the situation
so I called and heard that they
had shared this practice with
four more individuals after I
left. The district now has five
new members.

When we want to really de-
velop the district, our challenge
is: How can we help the district

m e m b e r s
ov e r c o m e
their suffer-
ings and
problems?
Some mem-
bers have
connections
to the temple
m e m b e r s
and some-
how they can
lose vigor
and focus.
While in
America, I
attended a
chapter lead-
ers meeting.
There I
heard of a
d i s t r i c t
where some
m e m b e r s
were unsure

or wavering in their practice, so
I attended this district’s discus-
sion meeting. I sincerely
chanted to the Gohonzon be-
fore I went to this meeting.

There was one woman at the
meeting who worked with a per-
son who is a temple member.
Every day she has been hearing
things from this member. She
attended this meeting deter-
mined that she was going to give
up her position as a group leader
in the SGI-USA and sever her
ties with the organization. But
through our dialogue, she fi-
nally opened up her eyes and
said, “Yes, I understand. From
today, I will really dedicate my-
self to activities in the SGI.” 

So Nikken is not something
far away. Within our own lives,
the Buddha and the devilish
function reside side by side.
When our lives become weak,
we will be done in by the devil-
ish function. President Ikeda
has often said that obstacles and
devils do not come and knock
on the door and announce their
presence. They sneak in without
a sound. When we have ill feel-
ings toward our fellow members
or other people — when we
have problems — that’s when
obstacles sneak into our lives.

The other day, President Ikeda
shared this guidance with us:
“The fact that as a human being
we have a problem and we endure
hardship is proof that we are alive
and that we are really human.
Earthly desires are enlighten-
ment. It is when we have prob-
lems that we can do human rev-
olution and change our karma.”

In closing, I want to express

again how happy I am to be here
today on this great occasion to-
gether with all of you. I renew
my determination that from
today on I will keep working
hard to welcome President Ikeda
back to America with all of you.
Together we will force out the
evil from our lives and we will
force Nikken out from our
lives.Thank you very much. WT
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of Youth” is our SGI theme for
the year. I truly believe that all
of us in the adult division can
best support this goal by taking
care of every aspect of our lives
and encouraging our members
to do the same. 

Personally, I feel the power
of one is believing in the power
of Buddha in my life. Nichiren
Daishonin has told us we have
it. President Ikeda has exhib-
ited it and is telling us over and
over that we have it. When we
manifest this power and deter-
mine to solve our problems and
realize our dreams we can be-
come the happiest people. In a
district where many people are
practicing happily we can cre-
ate a wonderful atmosphere for
youth. We can make a home
where they will want to bring
their friends. 

If we don’t become the happi-
est, most empowered, most well-
rounded people and create that
kind of a normal, happy, give-
and-take, atmosphere, where
will the youth go? I believe this
is how we can best support our
wonderful young people. WT

FROM BUCK, 6

Yumiko Hachiya
SGI Vice Women’s Leader

HIGHLIGHTS OF SPEECHES GIVEN AT THE YEAR-END REGION LEADERS MEETING, DEC. 5

Support OneAnotherWith OurHearts
Photos by GREGORY NAKASUJI



I
n “On Per-
secutions
Befalling
the Sage,”

the Daishonin,
the founder of
this Buddhism,
states: “Now, in
the second year

of Koan (1279), cyclical sign
tsuchinoto-u, it has been twenty-
seven years since I first pro-
claimed this teaching at Seicho-
ji temple. It was at the hour of the
horse [noon] on the twenty-
eighth day of the fourth month in
the fifth year of Kencho (1253),
cyclical sign mizunoto-ushi, on
the southern side of the image
hall in the Shobutsu-bo of Sei-
cho-ji temple in Tojo Village.
Tojo is now a district, but was
then a part of Nagasa District of
Awa Province. Here is located
what was once the second, but is
now the country’s most impor-
tant center founded by Mi-
namoto no Yoritomo, the general
of the right, to supply provisions
for the shrine of the Sun God-
dess. The Buddha fulfilled the
purpose of his advent in a little
over forty years, the Great
Teacher T’ien-t’ai took about
thirty years, and the Great
Teacher Dengyo, some twenty
years. I have spoken repeatedly
of the indescribable persecutions
they suffered during those years.
For me it took twenty-seven
years, and the great persecutions
I face during this period are well
known to you all” (The Writings
of Nichiren Daishonin, p. 996).

It is the Dai-Gohonzon of the
High Sanctuary of True Bud-
dhism that the Daishonin in-
scribed to fulfill the ultimate pur-
pose of his advent in this world.
However, it was recently re-
vealed that you, the high priest of
Nichiren Shoshu, once asserted
that the Dai-Gohonzon is a
forgery. Five months have passed
since this fact was revealed. The
two notices that the Nichiren
Shoshu Administrative Office is-
sued in the meantime to clarify
its position were not convincing.
The instruction given out from
you on Sept. 18 to all priests and
lay believers of Nichiren Shoshu
made it clear that you, using your
power as high priest, were at-
tempting to put an end to this
issue unilaterally and in an au-
thoritarian manner.

Under such circumstances, it
is apparent that just following
you obediently has nothing to
do with the legitimate faith of
Nichiren Shoshu, which is
based upon the Dai-Gohonzon
and stems from the spirit of the

Daishonin and Nikko Shonin. I
am convinced that parting with
the current Nichiren Shoshu is
the correct thing to do, since the
sect is deviating more and more
from its founders’ hearts, with
its current structure where all
powers center around you. In
the final analysis, you have no
faith and are deeply attached to
your personal emotions and
views. Hence, I have resolved
to support Renshu-ji in severing
its ties with Nichiren Shoshu. In
leaving Nichiren Shoshu, I
want to share my personal sen-
timents with you.

Needless to say, the Dai-Go-
honzon of the High Sanctuary
of True Buddhism is the most
fundamental object of devotion
in this school. We should never
have the slightest doubt about
its integrity.

However, it was revealed
through the memo taken down
by Mr. Jitoku Kawabe — which
was introduced in July in Domei
Tsushin, the organ of the Asso-
ciation of Priests Concerned
About Nichiren Shoshu and
Devoted to Protecting the
Law — that you, High Priest
Nikken, remarked, sacrile-
giously, in February 1978,
when you were Study Depart-
ment chief, that “the Gohonzon
of the High Sanctuary of True
Buddhism is counterfeit. I have
found this out through various
forms of analysis.”

The contents of this memo
were indeed shocking and hard
to believe for both priests and be-
lievers of Nichiren Shoshu. The
two notices issued by the
Nichiren Shoshu Administrative
Office, in an attempt to clarify
the matter, contained inconsis-
tent information, which necessi-
tated that you write further about
this matter. Under these circum-
stances, your words of guidance
were issued on Sept. 18.

But in your guidance, you
failed to fully explain practical
questions on the meaning of
“various forms of analysis,” the
crucial part of the Kawabe
Memo. Questions on who ex-

amined the authenticity of the
Dai-Gohonzon, when and how
they did it, and why exactly they
asserted it was counterfeit were
never addressed. Not only that,
according to your guidance,
your meeting with Mr. Kawabe
in February 1978 was for the
purpose of refuting the various
allegations against the Dai-Go-
honzon — but how you refuted
the allegations was not men-
tioned at all. You failed in your
guidance to touch upon why
Mr. Kawabe did not include
your words of refutation in his
memo. This is puzzling!

In the end, your guidance only
resulted in increasing our doubts
regarding your integrity. We can
sense in your guidance your au-
thoritarian, deceitful nature.

The Dai-Gohonzon came
about when the Daisho-
nin sensed the time had

come for him to inscribe the ul-
timate object of devotion for
the happiness of all humanity
in the Latter Day of the Law; he
had just witnessed a great ex-
ample of faith in the lives of the
Atsuhara farmers. In “On Re-
paying Debts of Gratitude,” the
Daishonin states, “If Nichiren’s
compassion is truly great and
encompassing, Nam-myoho-
renge-kyo will spread for ten
thousand years and more, for
all eternity” (WND, 736). The
Daishonin’s great compassion
is the foundation of this Bud-
dhism. As one of his disciples,
I have always been asking my-
self whether I am living up to
his spirit.

The fact is, though, that the
most responsible person for
protecting the Dai-Gohonzon,
you, the high priest, have as-
serted that it is a forgery. I have
to say this: You do not have the
spirit that the Daishonin had.

I was dispatched to France in
1992 for about four-and-a-half
years as a Nichiren Shoshu
communication coordinator.
Though my understanding of
Buddhism was still shallow, I
went to France with an ambition

to promote kosen-rufu there.
However, through my experi-
ence in France, I began to see
how diff icult this will be.
Nichiren Shoshu will not be
able to fulfill the Daishonin’s
mandate of kosen-rufu using
the means it now rigidly advo-
cates. I can say this with ab-
solute confidence.

In “The Properties of Rice,”
the Daishonin states, “I entrust
you with the propagation of
Buddhism in your province”
(WND, 1117). Also, in Bud-
dhism there is the principle of
zuiho bini, which means adapt-
ing the precepts to the locality.
What is most important at the
time of world kosen-rufu is how
we expound the Law in a way
grounded in a good understand-
ing of the character, culture and
customs of the people of each
country, in a way that lets peo-
ple grasp the essence of Bud-
dhism in easy-to-understand
language. Just as the rain en-
riches the land and causes flow-
ers to bloom and fruits to appear,
the correct propagation of the
Daishonin’s Buddhism that
teaches equality and elucidates
the dignity of each individual
will enable the blossoming of
the unique character of each cit-
izen of France, where respect for
individuality is cherished.

While studying French and
Buddhism at a college in
France, I made every possible
effort to convince French peo-
ple of the validity of Nichiren
Shoshu’s teachings. However,
it was no easy job to expound
Buddhism in France, which is
basically a Catholic country.

At one point, since things
did not go as well as I hoped, I
sought advice from Nichiren
Shoshu Overseas Bureau Chief
Obayashi. His response was im-
personal, dispassionate and
deeply disappointing. He said:
“Convey the doctrines of
Nichiren Shoshu of Japan exactly
as they are explained in Japan.
You don’t have to make any effort
to convey our teaching in a man-
ner that makes it easier for native

people to understand it.”
Behind this remark lies the

premise that only the high priest
is allowed to interpret and di-
gest the Daishonin’s teachings.
This means that independent
minds or democratic rules do
not exist in Nichiren Shoshu. In
other words, the current
Nichiren Shoshu only produces
the type of people who cannot
think or act for themselves. It is
generating people who only act
the way they are told.

In other words, Nichiren
Shoshu only permits rigid ad-
herence to its difficult doctrines
and does not tolerate any con-
scientious explanation of its
teachings that would enable peo-
ple in each locale to grasp the
Daishonin’s Buddhism, which
can enrich their spirituality. This
rigidity in Nichiren Shoshu pre-
vents the Daishonin’s Bud-
dhism, supposed to be a world
religion, from spreading widely
in France. The reality is it is now
only accepted by a small number
of people in France, many of
whom are Japanese. In no way
can world kosen-rufu be
achieved with the current men-
tality of Nichiren Shoshu.

In dispatching priests over-
seas, Nichiren Shoshu does not
educate or train them before-
hand about the condition and
culture of the country they are
assigned to. Such a training
program — or even the mental-
ity to think that such a system
could be important — does not
exist in Nichiren Shoshu. Last
year in Argentina, Mr. Dorei
Ito, a priest dispatched there by
Nichiren Shoshu, remarked in
the sect’s organ that Mother
Teresa, a Nobel Peace Prize
winner, embodies the function
of the devil of mercy. He thus
received strict punishment from
the Argentine authorities. [He
was deported.] This was bound
to happen, since the current
Nichiren Shoshu dispatches
priests without any education
about practical matters of the
countries they are going to stay
in. This incident in Argentina
reveals the current mentality of
the priesthood: It can’t appreci-
ate what is universally appreci-
ated; it can’t appreciate any-
thing beyond the barrier of
doctrinal differences.

The fundamental evil cause
that has created shallowness
and closed-mindedness in the
current Nichiren Shoshu lies in
your distorted character, that
which prompts you to regard
as slanderous “singing ‘Ode to
Joy’ in German” or “counting
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A Fourth Temple Leaves Nichiren Shoshu This Year
CHIEF PRIEST YUMU YAMANE’S LETTER OF PROTEST TO NIKKEN

While more than 10,000 temple members have resolved in the past few months
to disassociate themselves from their local Nichiren Shoshu temples in Japan,
another temple has seceded from Nichiren Shoshu. On Nov. 30 in Oguchi City,

Kagoshima Prefecture, Kyushu, Renshu-ji temple and its chief priest, Yumu 
Yamane (once assigned to attend to High Priest Nikken), announced that they

were breaking away from Nichiren Shoshu. This move was supported by a 
unanimous decision between Mr. Yamane and the temple’s main lay representa-

tives. In his letter to Nikken, Mr. Yamane explains that he resolved to leave
Nichiren Shoshu to maintain the spirit of Nichiren Daishonin, the founder of this 

Buddhism, and Nikko Shonin, the founder of Taiseki-ji.

Yumu Yamane
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years based on the birth year of
Jesus Christ.”

Putting aside doctrinal mat-
ters, when the Pope, the leader
of the Catholic Church, a world
religion, visits a country, he re-
spects its culture and uses its
language as much as possible.

What about you, High Priest
Nikken? You not only ignore the
spiritual heritage and culture of
any country you visit, but you
force upon everyone there a
strange form of morality that
you are attached to, a frame of
mind based on the feudalistic
lord–subject relationship
prevalent in the Edo period of
Japan, 300 years ago. Your men-
tality advocates that chief
priests blindly follow the high
priest, and lay believers blindly
follow the chief priests.

When I was in France,
the Cold War ended,
and the Berlin Wall

fell. Gone with the Berlin Wall
went various rigid institutions
of European society and the
spiritual wall that existed in the
people’s minds. An atmosphere
of freedom and equality now
permeates Europe.

In contrast, you, the high
priest, and Nichiren Shoshu did
not send out any hope-filled
message to the world. All you
did was build more walls,
which is reflected in the
school’s position that you can’t
get benefit unless you partici-
pate in pilgrimages, that you
can’t get benefit unless you
make offerings to the priest-
hood. Not only that, you at-
tempted to strengthen these
walls to contain our believers
within them, thus stripping
them of freedom and equality.
What foolishness!

This indicates that you don’t
care about the happiness of
each believer of each country.
The essence of the matter is
that you don’t understand the
crucial point of faith — that
world kosen-rufu can only be-
come a reality with our selfless
dedication to the practice of
faith. Not only the lack of an
adequate education system in
Nichiren Shoshu but you your-
self are functioning as the fun-
damental obstacle against the
progress of global kosen-rufu.
You must realize this.

With the 21st century just
around the corner, there are a
mountain of problems that the
world needs to solve. What con-
stitutes the basis of all these
problems is the issue of human
morality. For this very reason,
religious leaders are required to
send out valuable messages to
society and take appropriate
leadership for positive causes.

Taking responsibility in this

regard accords with the spirit of
our founder, the Daishonin,
who taught and spread the Law
and, moreover, fought the ulti-
mate battle for the happiness of
the people by remonstrating
with the lord of the nation.

In contrast, you have no in-
tention whatsoever to take
courageous action as displayed
by the Daishonin. Even worse,
you don’t show any compas-
sion to others. You close your
eyes to society and the world,
only pursuing the happiness of
yourself and your family.
Small-mindedness and self-
righteousness occupy your
heart and mind. How clearly
you show that Nichiren Shoshu
will be out of touch with the
changing times and will fail to
survive in the 21st century.

The shortcomings of the cur-
rent, abnormal establishment of
Nichiren Shoshu, where all the
decision-making powers are in
the hands of one individual,
you, High Priest Nikken, are ap-
parent to us in Japan. Nichiren
Shoshu’s ills were manifest in
the sudden transference of the
Dai-Gohonzon from the Sho-
Hondo (Grand Main Temple),
without notification to the lay
leader of Taiseki-ji or its ad-
ministrative manager and the
ensuing destruction of the Sho-
Hondo, which was once pro-
claimed by High Priest Nittatsu
as “the High Sanctuary of True
Buddhism, the true Eagle Peak
and the true Buddha land.”

Your authority has continued
to expand for the past several
years due to your scheming.
Nowadays, you can decide the
fate of all priests, their families
and even lay believers of
Nichiren Shoshu.

The greater your power gets,
the more cult tendencies
Nichiren Shoshu develops,
which concerns many of us. And
since you are not the type of per-
son who should be in this posi-
tion in the first place, it is certain
that Nichiren Shoshu will roll
down the hill to self-destruction.

I returned to Japan in the fall
of 1996. I was immediately
saddened to see temple mem-
bers speak ill of the Soka
Gakkai at their meetings and
only pursue immediate benefit
in faith.

We embrace the profound
Buddhism of the Daishonin, but
how our fellow temple members
behave defies its profundity. Of
this I am deeply ashamed. I re-
ally feel a great shame for a lack
of virtue on my part, too. How-
ever, the person most responsi-
ble for this state of Nichiren
Shoshu, where the Daishonin’s
Buddhism’s greatness is not
duly respected, and the exis-
tence of believers is appreciated

only in terms of numbers, is you,
High Priest Nikken. All you did
was force numerical goals upon
priests and believers for the
amounts of offerings and the
numbers of pilgrimage partici-
pants. After all, you took away
the laity’s freedom to think. Your
behavior must not be tolerated.
I feel a strong indignation to-
ward your conduct.

Renshu-ji temple is the 42nd
temple built in the Soka
Gakkai’s project to contribute
200 temples to Nichiren
Shoshu after you took office as
the 67th high priest. This tem-
ple came into existence thanks
to the sincere donations of the
Soka Gakkai members in
Kagoshima. I am convinced that
working together with the Soka
Gakkai members from now on
to propagate the Daishonin’s
teachings is the correct way to
live my life based on the Law.

While I take a series of ac-
tions necessary to secede from
Nichiren Shoshu, I insist that
you take responsibility, as you
stand in the way of kosen-rufu’s
advancement. That said, I re-
quest your earliest resignation
from the position of high priest.

Nov. 30, 1999

Yumu Yamane
Chief Priest of Renshu-ji temple

To Mr. Nikken Abe
Chief Administrator of
Nichiren Shoshu

On Nov. 27, SGI President
Ikeda attended a representa-
tives conference in Shinjuku,
Tokyo, commemorating the
Soka Gakkai’s founding. The
following is a summary of his
guidance:

• Faith that is committed to
realizing the goal of kosen-
rufu is the essence of Nichiren
Daishonin’s Buddhism. In the
present day, this correct faith is
found absolutely nowhere but
in the SGI.

• The Daishonin teaches
that, if we strive for kosen-
rufu, the three obstacles and
four devils, plus the three pow-
erful enemies, will appear
without fail. The appearance
of enemies of the Buddha is
proof that we are on the right
course of truth and justice. It is

precisely by fighting and van-
quishing these enemies that we
attain enlightenment. In sports
and the arts — in fact, in any
field of endeavor — nothing
truly great can be achieved if
the road is always smooth, if
everything always goes well.
The same is true of Buddhist
practice.

• The Lotus Sutra stresses
the importance of “thrusting
aside evil friends and associat-
ing with good companions”
(The Lotus Sutra, p. 78). Please
advance together with this
noble organization, the SGI —
the sole organization in the
world striving to widely spread
the correct teaching of the Dai-
shonin’s Buddhism. Please ad-
vance with confidence and joy
throughout your life, and adorn
your existence with glory. WT
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