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Robert Sheeley
stands up for 
justice based on
study and
Buddhist practice.
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SoThatYou
Sparkle

The conclusion of SGI Presi-
dent Ikeda’s speech at the Tokyo
Makiguchi Memorial Hall in
Hachioji, Oct. 24.

In the international commu-
nity, Singapore is without a
doubt a nation built on tal-

ent, a nation leading the way to
the dawn of the coming century.

SGI-Singapore General Di-
rector Ong Bon Chai and
Young Men’s Division Vice
Leader Lim Poh Lye are with
us today, as are a number of
precious students from Singa-
pore studying at Soka Univer-
sity. I want to share the honor
I have received today with my
fellow SGI members in Singa-
pore, who are exerting them-
selves as model citizens in
their communities.

When I visited the Soka
Kindergarten in Singapore four
years ago, the adorable young
children there — global citi-

zens of the 21st century — wel-
comed me with a song. They
sang first in English and then in
Chinese, demonstrating their
fluency in both.

Speaking of languages, my
wife and I are filled with praise
for the activities of the young
women’s division International
Group members, sublime emis-
saries of world peace who are
working hard in the interna-
tional arena. I want to congrat-
ulate them on the group’s 20th
anniversary! You are all cham-
pions of intellect dedicated to
kosen-rufu. You are all won-
drous individuals with an im-
portant mission.

I thank Mr. David Tay for his
kind words earlier. I feel his
praise for my photographs is far
too generous. Mr. Tay is a true
artist, whose work has been rec-
ognized by such organizations
as the Royal Photographic So-
ciety of Great Britain.

While Mr. Tay’s pho-
tographs are those of an hon-
ors student in photography,
mine are those of a dropout!
But even as a dropout, I be-
lieve that if my photographs
can give others confidence and
hope, and contribute to the de-
velopment of culture, then
they have worth, humble as
they may be.

Culture is important, but
many forms of culture are ex-
pensive or require a lot of time
and trouble. Photography,
however, isn’t very expensive

TOKYO, Japan — Bharat
Soka Gakkai (BSG), the
Soka Gakkai International
organization of India, and
the Soka Gakkai of Japan are
providing emergency hu-
manitarian assistance to vic-
tims of the super-cyclone
that struck Orissa, India, on
Oct. 29. 

BSG members in Calcutta
have made preparations to
truck mineral water to sur-
vivors, while members in

Delhi have arranged trans-
portation to deliver food,
clothing, medicine and vinyl
sheets to erect temporary shel-
ters. Meanwhile, General Di-
rector Kazuya Morita pre-
sented Dr. S. Jaishankar,
Minister and Deputy Chief of
Mission of the Indian Em-
bassy in Tokyo, with a Soka
Gakkai donation of ¥5 million
(US $48,077) on Nov. 10. 

According to local press
and U.N. disaster manage-

Aid for Victims of Indian Cyclone

SGI President Ikeda says that ‘when we turn
our focus away from our small, egoistic selves
and devote our energies to working for the
welfare of others and society…, we can polish
the mirror of our lives, so that it sparkles.’

or time consuming. Everyone
can participate in this form of
culture with relative ease. I
take many of my photographs
while traveling from one ap-
pointment to the next by car.
The art of photography is, I
think, the most accessible, de-
mocratic form of popular cul-
ture there is.

Mr. Tay has described pho-
tography as “a mirror that re-
flects the photographer’s char-
acter.” I think it is true that
photographs are a mirror of the
inner depths of the photogra-

pher’s life, a sort of visual
image of the individual’s per-
sonal philosophy. 

Buddhism also often com-
pares our lives to a mirror.
When the mirror of our lives
is dirty, dull or distorted, we
cannot apprehend reality as it
is. But when we turn our focus
away from our small, egoistic
selves and devote our ener-
gies to working for the wel-
fare of others and society,
based on the fundamental

ment team reports, the human
toll in the devastated areas of
eastern India may reach
15,000, with thousands more
injured and left homeless.
The disaster was com-
pounded by a 10-foot-high
tidal wave that swept more
than nine miles inland. Sur-
vivors remain without water,
food or sanitation, and vul-
nerable to outbreaks of
cholera and other communi-
cable diseases. WT

Students at the Soka Kindergarten in Singapore.
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Homeless Indian villagers build makeshift shelters on the roadside after a
powerful cyclone hit India’s eastern state of Orissa.
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BY JEFF FARR
ASSOCIATE EDITOR

Nichiren Daishonin uses
this quote from Shak-
yamuni to express how

the relationship of mentor and
disciple should be: “At the start
I pledged to make all people
perfectly equal to me, without
any distinction between us”
(“Letter to Niike,” The Major
Writings of Nichiren Daisho-
nin, vol. 1, p. 259). In other
words, mentor and disciple are
essentially equal; equality is
the core of this relationship.

The Daishonin put this into
practice, treating his followers
as his equals and even encour-
aging them to become greater
than him. In “The Unity of
Husband and Wife,” he shares
that “the Buddha surely con-
siders anyone in this world
who embraces the Lotus Sutra,
whether men or women, monk
or nun, to be the lord of all liv-
ing beings…” (MW-5, 156).

Nichiren Shoshu, though,
teaches that mentor and disci-
ple are not equal; priests are
thought to be mentors superior
to lay believers. The priest-
hood claims that “an absolute
difference between priest and
layperson exists in the lineage
of the master and disciple”
(Dai-Nichiren Special Edition
III, pp. 1–18). “To talk about

the priesthood and the laity
with a sense of equality is an
expression of great conceit,”
states Nichijun Fujimoto,
Nichiren Shoshu’s general
administrator.

The high priest, especially,
is portrayed by the priesthood
as intrinsically superior to all
believers. He’s called the
“Daishonin of modern times”
to convey a sense of supreme
authority. The priesthood
urges us in Refuting the Soka
Gakkai’s “Counterfeit Object
of Worship” to “completely
follow the Way of Master and
Disciple to realize our road to
Buddhahood. For us, to pro-
ceed to the original Master of
all mankind means that we
must faithfully follow the
guidance of the High Priest,
the general head priest” (p. 9).
To follow him, believers must
adhere to the erroneous teach-
ing that they are inferior.

All of this is in opposition to
the true mentor-and-disciple
relationship. Blindly following
someone because of his or her
position has nothing to do with
this Buddhism.

This relationship comes
from the heart — both the men-
tor’s heart and the disciple’s.
This relationship is based on a
mutual determination, a shared
responsibility, for achieving
kosen-rufu. Likewise, it is

through this relationship that
kosen-rufu continues. In
“Admonitions Against
Slander,” the Daishonin warns
us that “both master and disci-
ple will surely fall into the hell
of incessant suffering if they
see enemies of the Lotus Sutra
and fail to reproach them”
(MW-1, 165). It’s interesting
how he emphasizes both. The
teachings of the Lotus Sutra
cannot be protected and cannot
be spread without the dedica-
tion of both parties, he writes.

Each of us has a responsi-
bility for kosen-rufu, then,

as great as anyone’s. Our orga-
nization has upheld this under-
standing since its inception —
we’re all equals in the realm of
kosen-rufu. We’re all seeking
together the Daishonin’s
teachings and how to imple-
ment them in today’s society.

SGI President Ikeda writes
that “practitioners of the Mys-
tic Law work together in the
unity of ‘many in body and one
in mind’ (itai doshin). All are
equal. For this reason, Bud-
dhism is a teaching of mentor
and disciple, expounding as it
does the oneness of the Buddha
(mentor) and living beings (dis-
ciples). The Lotus Sutra is a
great path that provides the un-
derpinnings for the solemn
principle of mentor and disci-

ple — a path that, when this
principle is faithfully followed,
leads to our eternal develop-
ment as human beings” (June
25 World Tribune, p. 7).

Because the presidents of
the Soka Gakkai have always
maintained this spirit, they
have won the people’s respect
and are regarded as great men-
tors by millions worldwide.
They have led the way in
putting the Daishonin’s ideas
into action. It was due to
President Ikeda’s leadership
and guidance, for instance,
that SGI members, in a rela-
tively short amount of time,
actualized the Daishonin’s
dream of this Buddhism reach-
ing every corner of the world
(see this week’s installment of
“Record of My Life,” p. 5).

Like presidents Makiguchi
and Toda before him,
President Ikeda has worked
hard to create an atmosphere
of equality in our organization,
to make the SGI a place where
ordinary people are most high-
ly praised. The mentor-and-
disciple relationship, he has
shown us, is ultimately the
deepest kind of friendship
found in humanity. Again and
again, he has directed us back
to the Daishonin’s adherence
to human equality and remind-
ed us that kosen-rufu, in the
Daishonin’s mind, is up to
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each of us. The SGI president
has told the youth division
members: “All of you are pres-
idents of the Soka Gakkai.
Please advance with this
awareness” (April 17, 1998,
World Tribune, p. 10).

Again, if equality is not the
starting point of the mentor-
and-disciple relationship, there
is no kosen-rufu. The
Daishonin expresses this in
“The Eight Winds,” saying, “If
mentor and disciple pray with
differing minds, their prayer
will be as futile as trying to
kindle a fire on water” (MW-1,
206). The same heart or
mind — this is what it takes for
the mentor-and-disciple rela-
tionship to work. Real equali-
ty — this is what it takes for
kosen-rufu to happen.

“We are all human beings,”
President Ikeda says, “all of us
just ordinary people. Bud-
dhism is based on the principle
that everyone is equal. Fellow
members reaching out to one
another in friendship, linked
arm in arm, eager to talk with
one another and to have enjoy-
able activities — this, I believe,
is what SGI meetings should
be like” (May 21 World
Tribune, p. 8). This is also what
the true mentor-and-disciple
relationship is like.

Nine in a series



Through study and
Buddhist practice,
Robert Sheeley
deepens his
‘commitment to
establishing justice
throughout society.’

Many people feel that is-
sues surrounding ho-
mophobia, racism,

sexism, police harassment and
brutality, and all other forms of
bias and prejudice are not their
problem. But the Reverend Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. once
said, “An injustice anywhere is
a threat to justice everywhere.”
Buddhism also teaches that all
people have a Buddha nature
and have the same potential for
enlightenment; therefore, if the
human race is ever to know
world peace, everyone must be
treated equally and with respect.

I am an SGI-USA young
men’s division member cur-
rently practicing Nichiren Dai-
shonin’s Buddhism in Cleve-
land, Ohio. I began my practice
in 1987 in Hollywood, Calif.,
thanks to the help of my good
friends Kate and Hal Burns.

On the night of June 6, I was
out on a date. When my date
dropped me off at my truck,
which was parked in front of a
bar frequented mostly by gay
men, we decided to have a good
night kiss. At that moment, po-
lice officers pulled up and
flashed lights in the driver’s
side window. The officers said
that I was engaged in a specific
type of sexual behavior and
cited me with a misdemeanor.
My date received a citation for
driving without a license. Al-
though I was outraged, I man-
aged to stay calm. As the offi-
cers left, they said, “Do that
disgusting stuff at home!”

Driving home, I was angry,
afraid and feeling victimized. I
had never been cited for a
“crime” before, and I didn’t
want a criminal record. “What
does this all mean? What should
I do?” These questions con-
stantly popped in and out of my
mind. In the days that followed
I sought advice from family,
friends and legal professionals.
Everyone had an opinion:
“Plead no contest.” “Hire a
lawyer.” “Represent yourself.”
“Get a pro bono lawyer.”
“Waive it, and send a check; you
can’t win anyway!” I felt con-
fused and overwhelmed.

When my arraignment day
came, I watched everyone plead
“No contest,” pay their fines and
court costs, and leave. When my
turn came, before I knew it, I
heard myself saying, “Not
guilty.” I was given a trial date for
the following week. I decided to
represent myself, but I panicked
when I realized I had no idea how
to go about doing it.

Fortunately, despite numer-
ous bouts of feeling discour-
aged, throughout this entire
time I was chanting one to three
hours a day, consistently doing
morning and evening gongyo,
and studying Buddhism and
other subjects regularly — as I
usually do. There is one pas-
sage in particular from Nichiren
Daishonin’s writing, “The
Opening of the Eyes,” that often
encourages me: “Although I
and my disciples may en-
counter various difficulties, if
we do not harbor doubts in our
hearts, we will as a matter of
course attain Buddhahood. Do
not have doubts simply because
heaven does not lend you pro-
tection. Do not be discouraged
because you do not lead an easy
and secure existence in this life.
This is what I have taught my
disciples morning and evening,
and yet they begin to harbor
doubts and abandon their
faith.... Foolish men are likely
to forget the promises they have
made when the crucial moment
comes” (The Major Writings of
Nichiren Daishonin, vol. 2, p.
205).

On June 30, I went to the jus-
tice center in downtown Cleve-
land still feeling uncertain, but
rock solid in the righteousness
of my plea. There was no turn-
ing back. I chanted Nam-
myoho-renge-kyo to myself
until the very last minute. One
of the officers showed up in the
courtroom, and eventually we
were both sworn in. When
asked to describe the events
leading up to my citation, the
officer went into great porno-
graphic detail portraying my
involvement in a specific sexual
act. His entire statement was
nothing more than out right lies.
In no way had I done what he
accused me of doing. 

When it was my turn to
speak, I stood up in the packed
courtroom and passionately
gave the statement that I’d writ-
ten the previous day: “Your
Honor, I am here today because
of the absolute truth of my in-
nocence. The officers have ac-
cused me of engaging in ex-

plicit sexual misconduct in a car
with my date, when in fact, all
we were doing was kissing. I
should hope that the fact that
my date was another male was
not the motivation for these of-
ficers to falsely charge me,
given that we live in a society in
which all people are deemed to
be created equal — including
gay, lesbian, bi-sexual and
transgendered people.

“Every day I devote myself to
the consistent practice of certain
principles and convictions. In ad-
dition to conducting myself ap-
propriately in public, one of
these principles is to stand up for
myself when I have been unfairly
and unjustly accused. On my
side, I have no money, no lawyer
and no proof. I only have the
truth, of which I, my date and
these officers are fully aware.

“There may be many things
that this court can do to me, but
one thing it can never do is
change the truth of what hap-
pened that night.

“In one sense, I guess I
should thank these officers. We
must remember that Rosa Parks
was not the first to fight harass-
ment and injustice on the segre-
gated buses of the South. It was
the accumulation of acts of ha-
rassment by persons in author-
ity that aroused righteous in-
dignation within the people,
making them say, ‘Enough is
enough!’ I look forward to the
day when gay, lesbian, bi-sexual
and transgendered people do the
same. My being here today as a
result of being falsely accused
will contribute to that day.”

After listening to my state-
ment, the judge quickly found
me “not guilty.” I breathed a
huge sigh of relief! I couldn’t
believe I had won! I had no
court cost, no fines and no
record! Although the major or-
deal was over, I knew I still had
work to do. I had to spread the
word of my victory.

I immediately got my story
published in locally based pub-
lications with wide circula-
tions: The Gay People’s Chron-
icle, Cleveland Life, and the
Cleveland Free Times. I also fa-
cilitated a group discussion on
police harassment at the Cleve-
land Gay and Lesbian Commu-
nity Services Center.

The public response to my
experience was overwhelm-
ingly enthusiastic. I received
numerous positive calls from
all over Ohio and other
places — from people I’d never
met who had read my story and
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Standing Up for Justice

were deeply moved by my ac-
tions based on Nichiren Dai-
shonin’s Buddhism! Using my
Buddhist practice, I had
changed poison into medicine.

Because of this experience, I
more deeply realize the con-
spicuous and unconscious ben-
efits of reading and studying
Buddhism. Over the years, I
have studied a lot of leadership,
biographical, historical, socio-
logical and political material.
Exposure to these ideas accu-
mulates in my mind and being.
I wrote my court statement in
five to 10 minutes, jotting it
down in a state of anxiety, not
knowing the impact it would
have. I believe that having a
strong foundation in study, cou-
pled with sincere chanting, is
what helped me write and ar-

ticulate my court statement,
challenge my obstacle and win.

SGI President Daisaku Ikeda
often encourages us to con-
stantly study and to chant with
our whole heart. By doing just
that, I ended up encouraging
thousands of people, while
deepening my own faith and my
commitment to establishing jus-
tice throughout society. WT
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TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION MEETINGS

What Is a Buddha?
From This Speech:
What is a Buddha? When some people hear the word
Buddha, they immediately think of statues or images
of Buddhas. But first Soka Gakkai president
Tsunesaburo Makiguchi, while in prison, proclaimed
with great conviction to his prosecutors that a Buddha
is a person who refuses to succumb to even the most
powerful enemy. A Buddha is a person who attains the
highest ideal as a human being.

1) How would you define the word Buddha?

2) What do your friends think of when they hear the
word Buddha?

3) President Makiguchi said that “a Buddha is a per-
son who refuses to succumb to even the most
powerful enemy.” How does refusing to succumb
make one a Buddha?

4) If “a Buddha is a person who attains the highest
ideal as a human being,” what, in your opinion, is
the highest ideal a human being can attain?

5) What ideals are you trying to attain in your life?
What is the highest ideal you are shooting for?

6) How has your idea of what a Buddha is changed
during your Buddhist practice?
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ing of the SGI-Singapore Cul-
ture Centre last August, we
held a joint photography ex-
hibition with the Photo-
graphic Society of Singapore.
One of the most widely
praised works was Mr. Tay’s
Scaling New Heights. I am
happy to have been presented
a print of that work today: A
brilliant red carp is leaping
with tremendous power. The
photograph captures the mo-
ment it leaps up a sparkling
waterfall. This is a master-
piece among masterpieces.

Mr. Tay has caught the
beauty of life’s dynamism with
perfect precision, clarity and
warmth. The leaping carp,
filled with life, is a symbol of
challenge.

The same is true of people:
those who are challenging
themselves or fighting hard in
some endeavor are beautiful,
noble. The lives of those who
fail to strive or challenge
themselves stagnate, and oth-
ers can see it.

Challenging oneself in itself
constitutes winning. Whatever
the final results may be, the fact
that you are fighting hard right
now is itself happiness, victory
and glory.

A Buddha is a person who
refuses to succumb.

There is a steep waterfall
called Dragon Gate found
along the Yellow River in
China. An ancient fable states
that any carp that successfully
climbs those falls will turn into
a dragon. This fable is even
quoted in Nichiren Daishonin’s
writings (“The Dragon Gate,”
The Major Writings of Nichiren
Daishonin, vol. 1, p. 249). Mr.
Tay’s photograph is like a great
masterpiece of Chinese paint-
ing depicting the fabled Dragon
Gate and a carp attempting to
scale it. 

Speaking of the Yellow
River, the “Dialogue With Na-
ture” exhibition of my pho-
tographs is currently being
shown in the city of Xi’an,
which is located on the banks of
this river. [The exhibition has
now been shown in 47 cities in
27 countries].

The Daishonin used the
fable of the Dragon Gate to en-
courage a young follower: The
waters of the Dragon Gate fall
as swiftly as an arrow. Fisher-
men gather at the waterfall
basin and cast layer after layer
of nets. Eagles, tigers and
other wild beasts lie in wait,
trying to catch the fish who
dare to climb the falls. Yet the
carp who meet and survive all
these challenges become
mighty dragons.

The same is true of people,

Law of the universe, we can
polish the mirror of our lives,
so that it sparkles.

The mirror of the Mystic
Law reflects the wonder of all
phenomena in the universe, re-
vealing all things just as they
are, in their true forms. It also
reflects past, present and future,
the pulsing rhythm of the law of
cause and effect, as events pre-
sent themselves moment by
moment, just as they are.

The essence of Buddhism is
that this mirror perfectly re-
flects the voices of all
things — even those that emit
no audible sound. That is why
it is important for us to carry
out our human revolution, dili-
gently polishing the mirror of
our lives, our minds, day after
day, based on the Mystic Law.

In photography, every mo-
ment counts. Concentration is
absolutely necessary. As the
Austrian-born master of this
art, Ernst Haas, a photojour-
nalist renowned for his inno-
vations in color photography,
says: “The photographer
never has a second chance. He
must always approach his
work with the creative drive to
blaze a new trail.” There is
never a second chance. You
cannot let the moment escape.

For me, photography is a
battle.

To win is a wonderful
feeling.

When I was a young man of
28, I went to Yamaguchi Pre-
fecture, a place I have come to
love dearly. I went there to
spearhead a propagation cam-
paign, to open the way for the
development of the kosen-rufu
movement there.

Why were we able to
achieve the record-breaking
advances we did at that time?
We fought with the spirit that
the moment would never come
again. I built a strong founda-
tion in Yamaguchi through a
struggle based on the oneness
of mentor and disciple.

I triumphed. I achieved
things that no one can rival —
in every place that I worked for
kosen-rufu. I hope all of you
will do the same. I don’t care
what it is, but do something.
Achieve something that will
make others express their ad-
miration.

It is a wonderful feeling to
win. It’s fun. You feel proud.

Losing is sad. People make
fun of you. The purpose of your
faith, of your life, is to win.

Challenging oneself
constitutes winning.

To commemorate the open-
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the Daishonin tells us. Those
who fight bravely against all en-
emies, who fight tenaciously
amid persecution and attack,
who triumph over every obsta-
cle, will attain Buddhahood.
Those who encounter persecu-
tion for the sake of kosen-rufu
and triumph over it will become
Buddhas. 

What is a Buddha?
When some people
hear the word Bud-

dha, they immediately think
of statues or images of Bud-
dhas. But Mr. Makiguchi,
while in prison, proclaimed
with great conviction to his
prosecutors that a Buddha is a
person who refuses to suc-
cumb to even the most power-
ful enemy. A Buddha is a per-
son who attains the highest
ideal as a human being.

Our theme for next year is
“Raising the Curtain on the 21st
Century — The Year of Youth.”
The year 2000 is also the Year
of the Dragon in Chinese tradi-
tion. I was born in the Year of
the Dragon.

I hope that the Yamaguchi
youth, the YWD International
Group and all youth division
members will take the lead in
climbing the waterfall of the
new century, doing so with
bright joy and hope! Please cre-
ate a magnificent personal his-
tory, so that you can exclaim,
“Life is wonderful!”

In closing, I offer my sincere
prayers for the continued suc-
cess of the PSS, the eternal
prosperity of Singapore and the
good health and long life of Mr.
Tay and everyone here today.

Tomorrow is a full moon.
Buddhism compares a bodhi-
sattva, on the way to becoming
a Buddha, to the moon on the
night before it reaches fullness
(MW-1, 227). Now the moon is
waxing, approaching its full-
ness. The first photographs I
took were of the moon — the
full moon.

My young friends, whose
hearts shine with the luminous
moonlight of health, intellect
and wisdom: May you move
forward unerringly on the right
path like the sun and the moon,
with dignity, patience and per-
severance. May you triumph
without fail! 

Thank you very much! WT

SGI President Ikeda speaks at Tokyo Makiguchi Memorial Hall, Oct. 24.

FROM SPARKLE, 1



NOVEMBER 26, 1999 • WORLD TRIBUNE 5

We are ‘wondrous
comrades in faith
working together in
the garden of kosen-
rufu, where all have
gathered as a result of
profound karmic ties,’
SGI President Ikeda
writes.

T
here was a time, about
30 years ago, when I
often took pho-
tographs of the moon.

It was my first subject as a pho-
tographer. I remember fondly
how I used to press the shutter,
thinking that this moon was
shining down on our members
as they returned home from
their nighttime Gakkai meet-
ings and activities.

The moon offers humanity a
warning from its place in the
heavens. “Calm the flames of
foolish desire,” it tells us.

The great Buddhist poet Ma-
trceta described Shakyamuni’s
words — which were aimed at
removing lust and hatred from
the hearts of humanity — as
being “like nectar flowing from
the moon.” Years later the lead-
ing Indian scholar of the Lotus
Sutra, Dr. Lokesh Chandra,
compared this “nectar” — or
amrita as it is known in San-
skrit — to the idea of soft
power. He was kind enough to
say, too, that I was bringing the
essence of the Lotus Sutra into
flower and, through my dia-
logues with leading thinkers
around the world, causing the
“rain of amrita” to fall.

At any rate, the world has
long been missing the nectar
that will truly revive humanity
and nourish the human heart.

On the outskirts of the lovely
city of Patna, India, is Bod-
hgaya, the place where Shakya-
muni attained enlightenment.
According to Buddhist tradi-
tion, when Shakyamuni was
about to attain enlightenment,
the demon Mara appeared with
various weapons in an attempt
to stop him. The demon is sym-
bolic of the negative, anti-life
forces within our lives. But
Shakyamuni won out and be-
came the “teacher of all hu-
mankind.” This is the famous
episode of Shakyamuni’s de-
feat of Mara and his achieve-
ment of enlightenment.

A Buddhist text states, “As
he [Mara]...fled away defeated
with his following, and the
great seer [Shakyamuni], the
passion-free conqueror of the
darkness of ignorance, re-
mained victorious, the heavens
shone with the moon like a
maiden with a smile....”

If the image of the moon is
one of pure-hearted devotion,
the image of the sun is of pow-
erful vitality. I remember when
I got married, Josei Toda, my
mentor and, in a way, father,
composed a congratulatory
poem for me:

A husband and wife
Illuminated by
The rising morning sun.

He also composed one for
my wife:

May you combine
The gentleness of the

moonlight
With the strength of the

Mystic Law.

When our eldest son, Hiro-
masa, was born, I was with Mr.
Toda. He was overjoyed at the
news and wrote on a folding fan
he had:

A child is born
How joyous
The spring moon.

It was April 28, and a hazy
spring moon shone gently in the
sky.

The moon has always
brightened my life in its
various shapes and
hues.

The argument for nuclear
deterrence is nothing but a
delusion.

Many of those who survived
the atomic bombings of Hi-
roshima and Nagasaki have be-
come Soka Gakkai members.
And many of them did so
specifically because they were
inspired by the pacifist teach-
ings of Buddhism and our prac-
tical activities to achieve world
peace. When I hear the experi-
ences of each of these mem-
bers, I feel they have volun-
teered to be born into this world
to carry out kosen-rufu.

Mr. Toda used to say that life
is a great drama, and each of us
is a Bodhisattva of the Earth,
born according to our own
wishes into our present cir-
cumstances. Here, we are striv-

ing to prove Buddhism’s valid-
ity and advance kosen-rufu.
“Have you ever heard of a
Bodhisattva Sickness or a
Bodhisattva Poverty? There is
no such thing! We’re all Bodhi-
sattvas of the Earth!” He would
say this with a resounding
laugh, as he went among the or-
dinary people, many of whom
were suffering from sickness
and poverty, and encouraged
them with an open, unassuming
manner.

Wondrous comrades in
faith working to-
gether in the garden

of kosen-rufu, where all have
gathered as a result of profound
karmic ties — it is the ceaseless
devotion of our members that
has spread our movement
around the world. I whole-
heartedly praise the lives of
noble achievement of our self-
less members. That is the first
thing I must write, when I put
down a record of my life.

Mahatma Gandhi believed
that the human spirit is stronger
than nuclear weapons. He
makes this insightful observa-
tion: “The moral to be legiti-
mately drawn from the supreme
tragedy of the [atomic] bomb is
that it will not be destroyed by
counter-bombs even as vio-
lence cannot be by counter-vi-
olence. Mankind has to get out
of violence only through non-
violence. Hatred can be over-
come only by love.” Gandhi’s
statement has much in common

with Mr. Toda’s declaration and
the words of Dr. Linus Pauling
that I quoted earlier (Nov. 12
World Tribune, p. 10). The ar-
gument for nuclear deterrence
is nothing but a delusion.

What distinguishes Mr.
Toda’s Declaration for the Abo-
lition of Nuclear Weapons is that
he addresses the need to combat
the demonic nature within us.
Conquering this demonic nature
is a pressing task for all peo-
ple — leaders and ordinary citi-
zens alike. The effort of under-
taking one’s human revolution,
or inner change, is the highest
expression of soft power.

Only by ceaselessly putting
into practice the principles
we uphold can we achieve
the Buddha land.

Mr. Toda was especially fond
of the famous passage from
Nichiren Daishonin’s letter
“Remonstration with Bodhi-
sattva Hachiman,” in which he
states: “The moon rises in the
west and moves eastward, a
sign of how the Buddhist teach-
ings of India [Shakyamuni’s
Buddhism] spread in an east-
erly direction. The sun rises in
the east, an auspicious sign of
how the Buddhist teachings of
Japan [Nichiren Daishonin’s
Buddhism] are destined to re-
turn to the land of India”
(Gosho Zenshu, p. 588). Mr.
Toda often cited this passage in
his writings. It was also a source
of his profound conviction as a
great leader of kosen-rufu. As

his disciple, I have spent my
life traveling around the world
to make those words of the Dai-
shonin a reality.

Today in India, as in other
parts of the world, there are
many Bodhisattvas of the Earth
working for kosen-rufu. Bud-
dhism has returned westward.
Thirty-six miles south of New
Delhi, we have opened the Soka
Bodhi Tree Garden. Our self-
less members are tending to
work on the grounds, and an au-
ditorium at the facility should
be finished next year. We have
planted bodhi trees for Mr.
Makiguchi, Mr. Toda, every
country of the world and every
prefecture in Japan and ward in
Tokyo. These trees are soaking
up the sun and growing strong
and tall into the future.

The bodhi tree is a member of
the fig family. It has huge roots
like a banyan that eventually
grow powerful enough to crush
rocks. Because it grows so large
and has such a broad canopy, it
is valued as a shade tree. Reli-
gious practitioners often con-
templated and meditated under
bodhi trees, and travelers took
their rest there, too.

Bodhi trees usually stand
alone. The bodhi tree at Bodh-
gaya under which Shakyamuni
attained enlightenment was a
huge tree, soaring to the heav-
ens and providing abundant
shade. But in our Soka Bodhi
Tree Garden, we have planted

We Are Wondrous Comrades
A Record of My Life

by Daisaku Ikeda

Members from around the world attend the SGI Training Course in Japan in September; at Soka University (above).
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Jan. 18 had arrived, the day
that Shin’ichi Yamamoto
and his party were to leave

Paris. Europe General Chapter
Leader Eiji Kawasaki was to
accompany them to Geneva,
Rome and Beirut.

When they arrived at the air-
port a little before 9:00 a.m.,
about a dozen members were
waiting to see them off. They
gathered around Shin’ichi in
the airport lobby, and a conver-
sation ensued.

The members began to talk
about their goals and make res-
olutions. Kiyoko Ohara of Swe-
den said: “Sensei, we still have
few members in Sweden, but I
am determined to increase our
membership there. So please
come to visit us.”

“Of course,” replied Shin’-
ichi. “I’ll come. You can count
on it. But I’m most concerned
that you take good care of your
heath in that cold climate!”

“Please come to Norway,
too,” Koji Hashimoto chimed
in. “By the time you do, I
promise I will have made great
efforts to spread this Buddhism
and built a solid district.”

“I’m indebted to you for the
feast you prepared for us, so of
course I’ll come to Norway!
The food you made was just de-
licious. I hope you’ll keep work-
ing hard for kosen-rufu. Let’s
create eternal wealth and for-
tune in the depths of our lives!”

Next, Koichiro Sada from
West Germany declared ener-

getically: “Just watch Germany
Chapter! We’re going to lead the
way for kosen-rufu in Europe!”

“Yes, Germany Chapter is re-
ally full of energy, isn’t it? Make
sure you all work together with
a spirit of friendship and har-
mony. Unity is strength.”

Sada replied loudly, “Right!”
“I appreciate your enthusi-

asm, but try to keep it down.
We’re in public,” said Shin’ichi
with a smile.

“RIGHT!!” trumpeted Sada,
even more loudly, making
everyone burst into laughter. It
was a happy, warm discussion.

“It’s important to be deter-
mined,” said Shin’ichi, after the
laughter subsided, “but when
you are propagating Buddhism,
there’s no need to set about it
with grim determination like sol-
diers marching off to the front.

“Europe is a civilization that
prizes individualism. And indi-
vidualism produces a feeling of
loneliness, of isolation, in many
people. When they see you gath-
ering together joyfully and doing
activities in a bright, cheerful
spirit of unity and harmony, they
will naturally be attracted to you.
They’ll come to you on their own,
wishing to practice Nichiren Dai-
shonin’s Buddhism.”

When Shin’ichi looked
around, he noticed that several
people in the airport lobby were
standing some distance away in
a sort of loose ring around the
members; they were watching
them intently, trying to catch

what they were talking about.
“Just look at these people

watching us!” he said. “That’s
what I’m talking about.” Gen-
tle laughter rose again from
the group.

The plane carrying
Shin’ichi and his party
left Orly Airport in Paris

at 10:15 a.m., arriving in
Geneva, Switzerland, about an
hour later. Mitsuko Motosugi,
the Soka Gakkai’s central con-
tact person in Switzerland, met
them at the airport.

Geneva was covered in a man-
tle of snow. After arriving at their
hotel on the shore of Lake
Geneva and eating lunch,
Shin’ichi suggested that they do
some sight-seeing around the
city. He thought walking through
the city streets would give them
a firsthand taste of what the
Swiss people had to endure dur-
ing the cold winter months.

Leading the way in the gen-
tly falling snow, Shin’ichi said:
“If we just stay snug and warm
in our rooms, because it’s so
cold outside, we’ll never get
anything done. At times like
this, you have to say to yourself,
‘I’m not going to let this snow
hold me back!’ and just go out
into it. When you do, you’ll find
the cold isn’t so bad after all.

“Above all, when you take
action, the small and constricted
inner realm of your life opens
and expands. The same is true of
faith. If you are afraid of being
criticized or attacked and close
yourself off from the world,
things will never change for the
better. But if you are brave and
determined to fight for what you
believe in, you can even convert
enemies into allies.”

Shin’ichi walked briskly, his
breath forming white puffs. It
was all his companions could do

to keep up with him. Yet as they
walked, their bodies warmed,
and they even began to perspire
with the healthy exertion.

That evening, a Study De-
partment exam and a discussion
meeting were held at the hotel
where they were staying. While
the propagation efforts of the
members in Switzerland had
still not yet borne fruit in the
form of new members, steady
progress was being made in
spreading an understanding of
Buddhism and the Soka
Gakkai’s activities through on-
going dialogue with friends and
acquaintances.

Among those present at the
discussion meeting were Mrs.
Motosugi’s bubbly twin daugh-
ters. Sachi Takayama — now
Sachi Bruno — was also there.
On Shin’ichi’s last trip to
Switzerland, the latter had
asked him for advice on
whether to remarry. In the
meantime, she had done so. Her
Swiss husband attended the
meeting with her.

Soon after the meeting began,
Mrs. Bruno said: “President Ya-
mamoto, I have to apologize for
not taking the study exam this
time. Mr. Kawasaki came here
from Paris several times to help
me study, but I just couldn’t
grasp the material. I promise,
though, to become a full-fledged
member of the Study Depart-
ment in the future!”

“Don’t worry,” said Shin’-
ichi. “Study is a lifelong pur-
suit. The main thing is to not
give up. You can keep studying
a little at a time. More important
than that, I am delighted to see
you looking so happy.”

‘EARLY SPRING’
VOLUME 7, CHAPTER 3, PARTS 23–24

Arriving in Geneva, Switzerland, Shin’ichi 
Yamamoto says, ‘If you are brave and 
determined to fight for what you believe in, 
you can even convert enemies into allies.’
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A Fabulous Issue

Wow! What a fabulous issue of
World Tribune (Oct. 15)! I could
feel the positive energy and com-
mitment behind this event. The
beautiful photos and comments
made me feel I had been there.
What a wonderful celebration! 

— CHANDRA SOUZA,
Fremont, Calif.

Authoritarianism

I would like to offer a response to
an article in the Oct. 8 World Tri-
bune in hopes of creating mean-
ingful dialogue. The article, by
Jeff Farr, was about authoritari-
anism in our organization. I feel
his assertion was that while such
behavior by priests is reprehen-
sible, in our organization, those
who seem authoritarian are
merely undergoing their “human
revolution.” 

While I think it is important to
understand that there are many
people in the SGI who are sin-
cerely working toward kosen-
rufu, who make mistakes and are,
after all, “only human,” I think it
is a mistake to believe that true
authoritarianism, defined by
someone who exercises power
for their own agenda or to main-
tain status quo, cannot exist
within the organization. This
mentality of “they are all bad,”
and “we are all good,” is danger-
ous. In its extreme, this kind of
thinking has led to war. 

As soon as we refuse to look
at ourselves, and instead focus
on the evil doings of others as if
we existed in some kind of a
pure vacuum, isolated from the
rest of the world, we cease to
grow. Chances are there exist
some sincere priests in Nichiren
Shoshu who are trying to make
positive changes from within.
Several have already seceded
from the ranks as a protest
against injustice. 

It is logical, then, that if good
can exist within evil, the opposite
must be true as well. Just because
the goals of the SGI as an orga-
nization are pure does not mean
that everyone in the organization
shares those goals. There are
those who would serve their own
interests, using the practice to op-
press anyone who would oppose
those interests. This poses a
much greater threat than the
priests because it threatens to de-
stroy our solidarity as an organi-
zation. We must fight against that
kind of slander with all our
might.

In closing, I would like to
quote President Ikeda, ironically,
from that very same issue of the
World Tribune. He explains, “If
our leaders stop fighting pas-
sionately against evil and injus-
tice, merely putting on a great act
of giving guidance, occupying
themselves solely with protect-
ing their own interests, it is a sign
that their faith is bankrupt.” Once

again, it is important to distin-
guish between a sincere leader
who holds a different view than
you and someone who is truly
authoritarian. It does exist. We
must not ignore it.

— DAVE EVANGELISTA, 
New York

Expressing My Gratitude

I’m not going to assume that you
have never received a letter like
this, but I felt compelled to write
it anyway. The purpose of this
letter is to express appreciation
and gratitude. 

In 1997, I stopped subscribing
to the World Tribune for no par-
ticular reason other than (now
that I look back on it ) sheer arro-
gance. I became a little “bored”
with the paper (or so I had con-
vinced myself). For a while, it
seemed like I was doing OK, and
then I began to feel disconnected
from President Ikeda and didn’t
even relate to the fact that because
of the World Tribune (especially
because of it) a practicing SGI
member can receive President
Ikeda’s and others’guidance and
experiences in each and every
issue. In each and every issue of
this paper, there is some type of
encouragement from President
Ikeda — no matter to whom or to
what group he is addressing. You
can in most cases apply it to your
life (if you’re open and into real
human revolution). 

I had to learn this the hard way
(unfortunately, that is how I learn
some things). I would not sub-
scribe to the World Tribune no
matter what anyone said. I had ar-
rogantly convinced myself that I
did not need it. Then at a Sunday
morning chanting session, my
district leaders once again en-
couraged those of us who were
not receiving the newspaper, to
please consider it. Don’t ask me
why, but I asked for the subscrip-
tion envelope and paid my money.
And then basically forgot about it. 

A few weeks later when I ar-
rived home from work, my first
issue of the World Tribune ar-
rived was sitting on the table. My
initial reaction shocked me. In
that moment I realized how much
I had missed it — and was just
being stubborn about admitting
it. I was so happy to see it, I al-
most started crying. The next
morning on the bus, I read the ar-
ticle that President Ikeda wrote
about the importance and neces-
sity of HOPE and my heart was
so encouraged I just bowed my
head in gratitude.... I felt uplifted
and grateful to President Ikeda
for his ceaseless efforts....

— JANICE BENNETT,
Washington, D.C.

About the Environment

Having just finished reading
“Earth Odyssey — Around the
World in Search of Our Environ-
mental Future” by Mark Hets-
gaard, I found Frank Hotchkiss’
Perspective in the Oct. 1 World
Tribune on good news about the
environment laughable. I agree
with Frank’s statement that there
are environmental problems and
we should act on fact not fear, but
he has grossly glossed over the
severity of the problems.

Frank is right — the jury is
still out on the issue of global
warming, but I would advise pru-
dence. He comments that “Forest
growth in the U.S. now exceeds
forest harvesting.” Great, but in
the Northwestern U.S. and
Canada, corporations are still at-
tempting to cut down old growth
forests. And the destruction of
forests in many areas of the
planet are horrendous. The
forests in South East Asia and
South America are being de-
stroyed at an alarming rate. Frank
talks of “Fear of overpopula-
tion...makes it sound like there
will be no more opens space in a
few years.” Well, 70 percent of
the population growth is in cities,
where many poor people move
off of uninhabitable land to try to
make a living. And, tell the peo-
ple in China the planet doesn’t
have a population problem.

Frank mentions an article
that says the air is cleaner in the
U.S. Well, it isn’t in Seattle. The
degradation of air quality is ev-
ident when I compare pictures
taken in the past where I could
clearly see Mount Rainier and
now it is barely visible. There
has also been a huge depletion

in the population of bottom fish,
and we are in danger of losing
our beautiful salmon which has
sparked international fishery
disputes.

Mark Hertsgaard traveled to
the most devastated parts of the
planet; China where in places the
burning of coal creates a world
where the sun hardly shines;
places in Africa that can no longer
support life; Bangkok with con-
stant grid lock and polluted air;
Russia where toxic nuclear waste
has devastating effects on the
populace; Brazil where unfair
distribution of property causes
people to destroy the forests, and
the U.S. where a baby born cre-
ates 13 times as much environ-
mental damage over the course of
its lifetime as a baby born in
Brazil, and 35 times as much as
an Indian baby. We cannot sepa-
rate ourselves from the environ-
mental destruction that is going
on in other places or irresponsi-
ble consume because our back-
yard appears clean.

Am I an alarmist? No I am an
environmentalist. And no, an en-
vironmentalist doesn’t, as Frank
states, “Only sees victory in lim-
iting or even eliminating human
production, consumption, devel-
opment and progress.” President
Ikeda has stated in his dialogue
with Arnold Toynbee: “In an at-
tempt to conquer the natural
world, mankind has upset the
fixed, basic rhythm of nature.
Having suffered and having been
brought to the verge of destruc-
tion by man’s actions, nature is
now rebelling against humanity.”
And I disagree with Frank that
talking of these problems “en-
courages hopelessness.” 

In The New Human Revolu-
tion, vol. 6, President Ikeda
states: “The Sutra speaks of ‘per-
ceiving the truth exactly as it is.’”
This is the only way we can take
effective action. And in The New
Human Revolution, vol. 4, Pres-
ident Ikeda states “that the fun-
damental cause for the continu-

World Tribune

MAILBOX
ing onslaught of natural disas-
ters, epidemics and famine lay in
the confusion in the religious
realm, the basic spiritual foun-
dation of human society.” So I
choose to stay aware of the ter-
rible effects that greed and stu-
pidity can have on our environ-
ment and to chant and behave
responsibly so our beautiful
planet will be preserved for gen-
erations to come.

— DIXON HAMBY,
Bellevue, Wash.

http://www.dixonet.com/

I am writing regarding the Per-
spective piece in the Oct. 1 World
Tribune by Frank Hotchkiss ti-
tled “Some Good News About the
Environment.” This is one of the
clearest and most concise de-
scriptions of our environmental
issues that I have seen. Mr.
Hotchkiss has calmly and accu-
rately identified the concerns and
some of the resolutions, as well as
some of the reasons why so many
people have been led to act, or de-
mand action, based on fear and
misinformation instead of fact.

Most importantly, I believe
that Mr. Hotchkiss has presented
perfect proof of the benefit of a
Buddhist perspective. “Bud-
dhism is reason,” we have always
been told, and this article exem-
plifies that concept. Congratula-
tions on printing such a well-writ-
ten and well-thought out piece.

— ANDY HANLEN,
Valencia, Spain

Hanlen1@aol.com

Letters printed here do not nec-
essarily reflect the opinions of the
SGI-USA or the World Tribune.
In the “Mailbox,” we will publish
members comments, suggestions
and questions as they pertain to
the World Tribune. All letters are
subject to condensation. Please
include signature, mailing ad-
dress and telephone number. 

a forest of bodhi trees. This has
attracted local attention as a
novel, interesting idea.

The bodhi tree is described in
the Lotus Sutra and other scrip-
tures as a jeweled tree, deco-
rated with seven precious gems,
which adorns a Buddha land.
For example, in the “Life Span”
chapter we find:

This, my land, remains safe
and tranquil,

constantly filled with
heavenly and human
beings.

The halls and pavilions in
its gardens and groves

are adorned with various
kinds of gems.

Jeweled trees abound in
flowers and fruit

where living beings enjoy
themselves at ease. (The
Lotus Sutra, p. 230)

When shall we see the day,
through our movement for
peace based on Mr. Toda’s final
instructions, that the threat of
nuclear weapons is eliminated?
And the whole world resounds
with people’s joyous laughter?
Our wish is to build a Buddha
land such as the Sutra describes.
Only by ceaselessly putting into
practice the principles we up-
hold can we achieve it.

The Daishonin writes: “Life
is limited, and we must not be-
grudge it. What we should as-
pire to, after all, is the Buddha
land” (“Aspiration for the Bud-
dha Land,” The Major Writings
of Nichiren Daishonin, vol. 5, p.
132). At our Headquarters Gen-

eral Meeting on May 3, 1958,
shortly after Mr. Toda’s death, I
announced a vision for the Soka
Gakkai’s development of seven
seven-year periods, which I
dubbed the Seven Bells. I urged
our members to advance toward
that goal. At that time, we all
read and engraved that passage
from the Daishonin’s writings
in our hearts.

Today, work continues on the
auditorium in the Soka Bodhi
Tree Garden. As in the Sutra
passage “The halls and pavil-
ions in its gardens and groves,”
a forested garden “where living
beings enjoy themselves at
ease” will soon be completed.
This is an auspicious augury of
the spread of Buddhism
throughout the world.

Four in a series
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Oirase is an area surround-
ing the river Oirasegawa,
which flows through the east-
ern part of Aomori prefecture
near the northern tip of
Japan’s main island, Honshu. 

Looking up, I see sun-
light glimmering
through the leaves.

The trees of Oirase stand
like venerable, wise persons.

Looking up from the
streambed where I stand, I
see deep-green leaves of Au-
gust, filled with life, extend-
ing from treetops and
branches toward small
patches of blue sky.  

Nothing is more deserv-
ing of praise than a single
tree — a survivor.

Beauty approaching di-
vinity. 

Not a thing is missing.
Perfection. Massive trunk.
Thick bark. 

In Japanese it is called
mizunara — water oak. 

Its name derives from the
large amount of water it
stores.

These trees grow to 100
feet in height; I am told that
their average age is around
300 years. 

As I gaze upward, the con-
stant murmur of the moun-
tain stream cleanses my ears. 

A sound punctuated from
time to time with the chirp-
ing of birds. 

Could there be a bird that
does not sing?

Could there be a tree that
does not reach toward the
heavens?

The tree stakes its very ex-
istence on just one thing. It
wants only to fully display
all the power it holds hidden
within. 

“I want to live my life! I
want to fully extend and per-
fect my life!”

Without confusion or hesi-
tation, proud, majestic, the tree
lives life as it is, true to itself. 

And in this land of Oirase,
such noble trees line the
streambeds in “green groves.”
And the name Aomori, the pre-
fecture in which Oirase is lo-
cated, means “green groves.”

It was my first visit to Ao-
mori in 15 years. Summer,
1994. I had flown from Sapporo
on Japan’s northern island of
Hokkaido to the airport in Mi-
sawa. From there, I went to the

Soka Gakkai’s Tohoku Train-
ing Center. 

My last visit had been in Jan-
uary 1979. At that time the
Gakkai, and I personally, had
been forging ahead through an in-
tense blizzard of opposition and
difficulty. It was a time in which
those characterized in the Lotus
Sutra as “the devil and the devil’s

people” were running amok. 
But the members endured

that long, long winter. 
They gritted their teeth and

persevered for 15 years. Before
the indomitable light of the sun
of justice, the filthy ice of evil
melts to nothing. The “grove” of
capable and victorious friends
now sparkles with richness.

About 1,000 feet below the
grounds of the training center
flows an Oirase mountain stream. 

While talking with my pre-
cious friends of the Tohoku re-
gion, I walked among this beau-
tiful natural setting, which was
like masterpiece of nature. 

A cool, clear stream. Glis-
tening spray emerging where it

meets the mossy rocks. As
the waves of current strike
boulders, they yield white
foam, then once again
calmly returns to a glassy
green pool. 

The contours of the earth
form rapids, pools, water-
falls — constantly changing
vistas.

On the sloping banks of
the ravine, yellow and white
flowers bloom, drooping to-
ward the current. Fallen trees
lie dampened by the flow. 

In places, the growing
trees have come up against
heavy boulders, sometimes
displacing them, or else
breaking them or even lifting
them upward. 

What tenacity! They sim-
ply keep pressing skyward,
straight toward the heavens,
whatever might get in their
way. The taller they grow, the
deeper they sink their roots
into the earth.

In this way, a tree is a
bridge that connects heaven
and earth. Though small,
this bridge is thoroughly
alive — a living antenna by
which the earth converses
with the cosmos.

All in the universe is a win-
or-lose struggle. So it is with
the growth of plants and trees.
Winning that struggle, they
grow green and flourish.

In the growth rings of this
oak are engraved a history of
all its hardships, of all its
struggles, all its glorious tri-
umphs. Recorded here are
winters when its branches
drooped under the weight of
snow, as well as joyous and
abundant summers. 

The cracks in its bark give
it the appearance of the wrin-
kled, sun-tanned skin of a
mature man. To this tree, I
ask in my heart,“Wouldn’t
you like to go somewhere
else some day?”

But the tree seems to smile
warmly and reply: “Of
course not! This is my place!
It is here that I have struggled

and won! Could there be any
greater place than this?” Ah!
Precious tree — always en-
dowed and ever abiding in the
Land of Eternally Tranquil
Light. Your proud form reminds
me of a great philosopher who
is awakened to the truth of the
universe. 
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