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SGI PRESIDENT IKEDA’S OCT. 7 SPEECH

To Fight Injustice—
This Is Buddhism

SGI President Ikeda says, ‘To fight passionately against
injustice, to rebuke, attack and condemn it to the end—
this is Buddhism and the correct path of humanity.

Courtesy of SEIKYO PRESS

An unveiling ceremony for a statue of th first Soka Gakkai president, Tsunesaburo Makiguchi, is held Sept. 25 in the
Tsunesaburo Makiguchi Park in Curitiba City, Brazil.

The following is part one of
SGI President Ikeda’s speech
at the 38th Soka Gakkai Head-
quarters Leaders Meeting, held
atthe Tokyo Makiguchi Memo-
rial Hall in Hachioji, Japan,
Oct. 7.

ext year will be the

70th anniversary of

the Soka Gakkai’s

founding. The fact
that we will proudly celebrate
this momentous milestone is
thanks to the earnest efforts of
each of you.

It was announced earlier in the
meeting that the Soka Gakkai's
theme for 2000 will be “Raising
the Curtain on the 21st Cen-
tury— The Year of Youth.” Next
year also marks the centennial of

second Soka Gakkai president
Josei Toda s birth, the 40th an-
niversary of President lkeda s in-
auguration as third Soka Gakkai
president and the 25th anniver-
sary of the SGI s founding.

A leading intellect has re-
marked that the Soka Gakkai has
achieved in 70 years what it
would normally take 500 years
to accomplish.

The SGI's development is to-
ward worldwide kosen-rufu, to-
ward lasting peace. We are work-
ing to make this world “safe and
tranquil” (The Lotus Sutra, p.
230). There is no more noble or-
ganization than ours.

You are truly emissaries of the
Buddha; each one of you is dili-
gently pursuing the bodhisattva
way. How mystic is your pres-

ence! Otherwise, we could never
have accomplished the amazing
development of the kosen-rufu
movement that we see today.

Possessing a lofty mission, we
of the SGI have charged ahead
and striven tenaciously to
achieve kosen-rufu, just as
Nichiren Daishonin taught.
There can be no doubt that we
will enjoy the eternal protection
and praise of the Buddhas and
bodhisattvas throughout the 10
directions. Please have absolute
confidence that inexhaustible
benefit will flow forth from your
lives throughout eternity as a re-
sult of all your hard work for
kosen-rufu.

Today, many people around
the world have a true appreciation
for our activities. Many praising
and supporting those activities

FNCC Conferences for 200

See page 6 for a complete schedule of conferences to be held
at the Florida Nature and Culture Center for the year 2000.

and helping to publicize them.
The SGI has gained widespread
trusteven in Korea, a country that
has a long history of anti-Japa-
nese sentiment, due to the bar-
barous acts perpetrated against
its people by the Japanese in for-
mer times. And the same can be
said of China and in Russia.

Our preparations for the
21st century are now
complete.

A little while ago, I received
anotice from Brazil announcing
that the municipal assembly of
Pindamonhangaba—a city of
wonderful history and scenic
beauty in the state of Sao
Paulo— has passed aresolution,
signed by the mayor and assem-
bly president, naming one of the
city’s main roads Tsunesaburo
Makiguchi Boulevard and an-
other street nearby Josei Toda
Avenue. Both thoroughfares, I
understand, are located in a
quiet, new residential area.

Incidentally, last June, the city
of Pindamonhangaba presented
me with a Certificate of Com-
mendation.

On that occasion, City Councilor
Noriaki Odan said, “This com-
mendation contains our wish for
the further flourishing of the
SGI’s peace and cultural activi-
ties in our city and for Dr. ITkeda s
philosophy to spread from our
city to the rest of the world.”

There are now roads named

after Mr. Makiguchi in four
Brazilian cities and roads named
after Mr. Toda in two.

In Brazil, there is also a
Tsunesaburo Makiguchi Park in
Curitiba and a Josei Toda Park
in Sdo Jose dos Campos, while
a Daisaku Tkeda Peace Park is
under construction in Londrina.

Internationally, the SGI has
many friends and supporters.
But in Japan, the majority of
people still have a grossly dis-
torted view of our movement. In
Japan, we are envied, attacked,
maligned and abused — exactly
in the same way described in the
Daishonin’s writings. The Japa-
nese lack the capacity to discern
what is of immediate, vital im-
portance for humankind and for
their own humanity. They re-
main forever stuck in their insu-
lar mind-set.

Nevertheless, out of his deep
compassion, the Daishonin, the
Buddha of the Latter Day of the
Law, chose to be born in
Japan—aland populated by the
most base, perverse of people,
where persecution of the Law
would be its harshest. Even in
this land steeped with the five
impurities [of the age, of desire,
of the people, of thought and of
life itself], close to 10 million
Soka Gakkai members, Bodhi-
sattvas of the Earth, have built a
solid base for kosen-rufu.

PLEASE SEE SPEECH, 4
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The Stuft Enlightenment Is Made Of

John Cannella reveals
his enlightenment
through his multiple
ilinesses.

By JIM GIRARD

NEW YORK

he first thing John Cannella
does upon awakening is un-
shackle his hands from splints.
Then, with his right hand, he
grabs the trapeze bar hanging over his
bed while lifting himself to a sitting
position with his left. He removes the
thermal socks he must wear during the
night to prevent circulatory loss in his
feet (they once turned black and nearly
had to be amputated).
John then backs up into the wheel-
chair kept close to his bed, and with
great difficulty, locks its swing-away

footrest and wheels himself to the f

bathroom. The simple act of using
the bathroom for most, is an ar-
duous feat for John—onehecan /
never take for granted.

He returns to the bedroom to
take a profusion of vitamins and
herbs, which he has strategically dis-
tributed all over his apartment for con-
venient access.

After he eats some fruit, he cleans his
altar while reading SGI President Ikeda’s
Daily Guidance. Then he does gongyo.

The 56-year-old Cannella has a de-
generative nerve condition that has par-
alyzed him from head to toe. He cannot
move his legs at all. He also has a heart
condition, arteriosclerosis, carpel tun-
nel syndrome, dental problems, and
arthritis. His body is a minefield of mal-
adies, and a cut on his index finger could
easily trip-wire fatal complications.

A man with such obstacles could eas-
ily retreat into despair and cultivate the
idea that he is the helpless victim of des-
tiny. In fact, John had harbored these
dark thoughts long before his illness,
starting in childhood. “You know how
you feel when you go see amovie and the
images just keep flashing at you and you
don’tknow what’s going to happen next?
I felt like my life was like that. I didn’t
know who I was or why I was here.”

Cannella grew up in a working-class
family in lower Manhattan, to a father
who berated him for playing with black
children and whose rage paralyzed him
with fear. John’s parents divorced when
he was a teenager, and after high
school, John enlisted in the Army, join-
ing the 82nd Airborne Division.

After injuring his back parachuting,
he became addicted to painkillers. He
also noticed that his legs would occa-
sionally collapse while he stood in the
ranks. An Army physician asked him if
he wished to see a psychiatrist. “I asked,
‘Would it help?’, and the doctor said,
‘No, not really.’” So I said, ‘Why waste
our time?’ Then the doctor wrote, ‘Pa-
tient refused psychiatric treatment.””

It’s no wonder that, soon after being
discharged, racked with pain and dispir-
ited by his encounter with the military’s
dehumanizing, Catch-22 ethos, Can-
nellatook to heroin. Not long afterward,
he was arrested and lost his job as an el-
evator operator. His
legs got progres-
sively weaker, a
condition mis- [
diagnosed by [
aunion doctor
as a protrud-
ing disk.

During
this

time, he met his first wife, Gilda. “Our
marriage was a disaster,” he says, “we
were both very confused, unhappy peo-
ple.” Despite having two young chil-
dren, he was still using heroin, the pur-
suit of which became evermore
dangerous.

By 1972, Cannella discovered
Nichiren Daishonin’s Buddhism; an ac-
tress he saw on a talk show introduced
him, as did a friend’s uncle. He started
chanting and immediately Cannella’s
reality began to shift.

“I was staying with my mother in a
municipal housing project. She lived on
the third floor, and the two elevators al-
ways were broken. Since I was in a
wheelchair, one of the first things I
chanted about was for the elevators to
be fixed. One day after chanting, I went
out to ring for the elevator and some-
one came out, and said, ‘I’'m sorry, the
elevator is broken.” I thanked him, but
just stayed there, chanting. Suddenly,
the elevator came. I got in, went down,
and got out in the lobby. There were
many people there waiting for the ele-
vator to be fixed and, boy, did they ever
look at me strangely!”

Despite the fact that he now seemed
to have his own private elevator, Can-
nella still harbored doubts about the
practice. “Chanting to something—
the Gohonzon — felt like idol worship,
like chanting to a rock,” he says.

Yet he continued to chant hours a
day, knocking down obstacles like ten-
pins. First, he kicked his heroin habit
much sooner than expected, despite ini-
tially being given on overdose of
methadone that, he says, “left me in a
coma 16 hours a day.” Then, one day,
while in the bathtub, he felt sensation

John Cannella th hjs-u;i-fe, Valerie, at home in New York.

in his legs for the first time in years. Fi-
nally, he and Gilda (who had been sep-
arated for years), were granted the di-
vorce they’d long desired when the
hitherto-draconian New York State di-
vorce laws were liberalized overnight.
Most important, as he made his SGI
rounds— going on home visits, and to
study lectures and district meetings —
A Cannella

% began to

cast him-
self in a
dif-

ferent part, no longer the angst-ridden
pessimist. “One day [ was sitting in the
lobby of the community center, and it
occurred to me: ‘I know who I am now.
I’m a Buddhist, working for kosen-
rufu.’ And as I studied, I began to grasp
that the way I used to see the world
wasn’t true, that we weren’t doomed
after all, and I was elated. I felt, ‘This
is it, this is the solution.””

Inspired by this epiphany, John de-
cided to repair his relationship with his
father, whom he hadn’t seen since his
marriage.

“I began to realize we were a lot more
similar than I'd thought, that he was a
human being, not a scary monster, and
that he was really suffering. I vowed I
would tell him about Nam-myoho-
renge-kyo. So I chanted every day for
three months. Finally, I called him and
asked him to say it with me, and he did.”
Although his father refused to practice,
Cannella had taken a major step.

Chanting also helped Cannella real-
ize that his resolve to live as a once-bit-
ten, twice-shy bachelor was a sham,
and that it was his nature to have a wife.

“For years, I'd been admiring a
woman named Valerie who worked at
the hospital where I went for clinics. I
loved the way she looked and the sound
of her voice, but I had such poor self-
esteem, | figured she’d never want to be
with me. One day, though, I decided to
invite her to a Buddhist meeting. When
she told me was too busy to come, my
leaders agreed to host a special meeting,
just for her, which really touched her.”

Teaching someone gongyo hardly
ranks with roses and champagne, but it
became the foundation of John and Va-
lerie’s unconventional courtship. While

Photo by JEFF JONES

stumbling through the jigage (prayers),
Valerie took the time to reciprocate
John’s feelings for her, and they were
married. Although he didn’t want to in-
vite his father to the wedding, Valerie
(who’s also African American), insisted
on it. “I told my father about my plan
to marry Valerie, all right, and he did-
n’ttalk to me for a number of years. But
I was determined to have both a suc-
cessful marriage and a strong relation-
ship with my father. So I kept calling
him, and little by little, we started
breaking through.”

During this time, X-rays revealed a
portentous dark spotin John’s hip, which
was diagnosed as prostate cancer that
was metastasizing. His initial reaction
was to consider the news a death sen-
tence. He vowed to face the end with re-
pose, bolstered by SGI President

Ikeda’s lectures on life and death and

a quote by Nichiren Daishonin from

“The Dragon Gate”: “In the end, no
one can escape death...you should be
willing to offer your life for the
Lotus Sutra. Think of this offering
as a drop of dew rejoining the ocean
. a speck of dust returning to the
earth” (The Major Writings of
Nichiren Daishonin, vol. 1, p.251).

But then something in him began to
rebel against this resignation, and he re-
called the end of that same passage:
“Our desire is to share this blessing
equally with all people, and we together
with them will attain Buddhahood”
(Ibid.). He decided to fight valiantly
and encourage people by overcoming
this obstacle.

Valerie was distraught at the diagnosis,
but John told her that they should make
his fight against cancer a joyful kosen-
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Keeping a Seeking Mind

By BILL MANHEIM
LOS ANGELES

hy is receiving
encouragement
in faith so im-

portant for our Buddhist
practice? How does it af-
fect our daily lives? 1
have been practicing for
24 years. I still remem-
ber what was said to me from my first en-
counter with an SGI leader at a discussion
meeting. That encouragement was given
with such thoughtfulness, I was inspired.
That encounter set in motion my willingness
to start chanting Nam-myoho-renge-kyo and
participating in SGl activities and the reason
I have continued, in part, until this very day.

Due to life’s continuous daily chal-
lenges, however, it’s very easy to become
discouraged when faced with situations
that cause us suffering related to our fam-
ilies, jobs, health or relationships or what-
ever. Sometimes we become so unhappy
over these situations that we can diga hole
that we cannot seem to get out of.

My tendency is to blame. I have not al-
ways viewed my problems and negative
situations clearly and I’ve needed direc-
tion. Without someone to act as a catalyst,
helping me to see the nature of my life, |
can become even more unhappy.

Asasecurity guard, I struggled with my
perception of my job. I was not proud of
my work. When I received some specific
encouragement and direction, I was able
to make a leap in faith and within two days
I changed my problem — one with which
I struggled for over 10 years! This senior
in faith allowed me to see my attitude to-
ward work and how I needed to change in-
ternally before I could expect to see a
change externally. [ hadn’t been able to see

this before I spoke to someone whom I
trusted to help me get back on track.

As a result of my change in attitude, I
got a new position that had all the com-
ponents and benefits I was looking for. I
now do the same type of job, but it’s for
the United States government and it has
much more prestige, security and re-
spect. Although these qualities can be
importantin ajob, I now realize that I had
to have a change of perception in order
to appreciate my new job and all these
added benefits. I realized, among other
things, that I do not have to look outside
my life for self-esteem.

Nichiren Daishonin’s Buddhism teaches
that both gain and loss of benefit depend
greatly on a seeking mind. Since the Go-
honzon doesn’t talk, we come to under-
stand the functions of our Buddhist practice
inrelation to our daily lives through chant-
ing daimoku and/or receiving faith en-
couragement. SGI President Ikeda states:
“Whether you have positive or negative in-
fluences in your practice of faith will de-
termine whether you turn toward happiness
orunhappiness...you should always cherish
the Soka Gakkai, the greatest source of pos-
itive influences for kosen-rufu” (Daily
Guidance, vol. 4, p. 249).

In my case, through receiving encour-
agement, I believe I was protected from
my arrogance. As I said, it allowed things
about my nature to be uncovered and re-
vealed, and it prevented me from devel-
oping a distorted view of life. Based on
this experience that I’ve gained in faith,
Inow chant with more appreciation to the
Gohonzon and I can encourage others
who have similar problems. Additionally,
I feel I have a better understanding of the
mentor—disciple relationship.

I"d like to conclude with a thank you to
SGI President Ikeda and to the many SGI
leaders that I’ve received encouragement
from. Forming relationships with people
like this has enabled me to appreciate my
practice and my life so much more.

FroM EXPERIENCE, 2

rufu activity. Wherever he went, instead
of depressing people, he often left them
chuckling with his jubilant confidence.
In the end, John had the last laugh on
his doctors, when his “cancer” he so
feared turned out to be arthritis.
Despite his infirmities, Cannella
keeps his day-planner filled to the mar-
gins. In addition to learning the piano,
he’s embarked on a study of Chinese so
he can extend Buddhism’s message of
liberation to his many immigrant neigh-
bors. He’s a vice district leader and pub-
lications representative of Clinton
Street District. Valerie, too, is an SGI
leader, and John’s first wife, Gilda—
“the first person I introduced to Bud-
dhism who receive the Gohonzon” —is
a vice chapter leader in the Bronx.
There are times in Cannella’s life,
such as when his father comes over to
eat mussels with him and Valerie, that
he can’t imagine being more blessed.

Then he recalls his mentor, President
Ikeda.

“He says that we should share our vi-
sion with our members. So this is my
dream: that the day will come when
we’ve introduced so many people in
the neighborhood to Nichiren Daisho-
nin’s Buddhism, that the news reporters
will report that there’s this area of
downtown Manhattan where the people
have totally eliminated crime, and
they’ll ask us how this was done and
we’ll say, ‘Ever since we started prac-
ticing Buddhism....” And I want to do
this on my two feet.”

Cannella’s ambition, like his heart, is
huge, and his determination unques-
tioned. As he puts it: “This illness is
very severe. It’s constantly at war with
me, and I’m constantly refusing to let
it overtake me. Yet, I feel no doubt that
this is definitely the stuff that your en-
lightenment is made of.”
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Our preparations for the 2 1st century
are complete.

For our countries, for peace, for the
eternal Law and for our own happiness,
let us get in solid rhythm with the uni-
verse and boldly give our all, as we
head toward the 21st century. Let us
fight intrepidly and lead lives of utmost
meaning and value.

A leader’s job is to bring
happiness and joy to others.

In The Pathway of Life, Tolstoy de-
clares: “When a man comes to know the
true faith, he is like unto a man light-
ingalamp in a dark chamber. All things
become clear, and joy enters his soul.”
The great Russian writer stressed the
importance of “true faith,” keenly
aware that the world teemed with peo-
ple of counterfeit faith—nowhere
more so than in the clergy.

All things become clear, Tolstoy
says, when we base ourselves on true
faith. We can see what is good and bad,
what is happiness and misfortune, what
it is we must do; everything becomes
clear, as if illuminated by a bright light.
This way of thinking strikes a chord
with Buddhism.

The Daishonin writes: “When the skies
are clear, the ground is illuminated.
Similarly, when one knows the Lotus
Sutra, he understands the meaning of all
worldly affairs” (The Major Writings of
Nichiren Daishonin, vol. 1, p. 82).

When you know true faith, Tolstoy
states further, joy enters the depths of
your being. Your heart shines brightly,
becoming light and carefree. You are
kind to others. You bring comfort and
peace of mind to all you meet. You
brighten their spirits.

In contrast, a leader who is always
gloomy, depressed and unsmiling, who
behaves arrogantly and lashes out at
people emotionally, is not a person of
true faith.

As leaders in the SGI, we meet with
our members and juniors to be of ser-
vice to them, not to ourselves. A

leader’s job is to bring happiness and
joy to others. Wisdom wells forth when
we chant with the determination to do
our best to bring joy to the members, to
instill in them enthusiasm and help
them become happy. Such compassion
increases our good fortune.

If you offend and turn people off,
you are only making bad causes for
yourself. Unfortunate indeed is the or-
ganization that is led by self-centered
leaders.

Let us advance with the wisdom and
joy in our hearts that befits people of
genuine faith.

In The Laws, the Greek philosopher
Plato declares, “When you have to deal
with complete and unmanageably vi-
cious corruption, you must let your
anger offits leash.” To launch our anger
at the incorrigibly corrupt and evil—
this is also the Soka Gakkai spirit. It res-
onates with Plato’s philosophy.

The Daishonin writes, “Anger can
be either good or evil” (Gosho Zenshu,
p- 584). Being fired up with anger to-
ward evil and injustice constitutes
good. When we no longer have this
blazing anger toward iniquity, it is a
sign that we have lost our commitment
to justice and truth. It signals our spir-
itual death.

There is no benefit, no joy, no happi-
ness in the hearts of those who are spir-
itually dead. To fight passionately
against injustice, to rebuke, attack and
condemn it to the end—this is Bud-
dhism and the correct path of humanity.

In the pioneering days of our move-
ment, our members eagerly went out
and fought pitched battles of words with
unjust, corrupt individuals. They
brimmed with fighting spirit. Someone
commented to me the other day: “Our
youth division has grown extremely
subdued and passive of late, and we
have people among the top women’s di-
vision leaders who act as if theyre roy-
alty. By comparison, the pioneer mem-
bers of the Many Treasures Group are
far more lively and vigorous. They are
like youth in the very best sense!”

As we move into the 21st century, let
us make our organization blaze afresh
with the true Soka Gakkai spirit!

ToPiCS FOR D1SCUSSION MEETINGS

From This Speech:

growing up?

Good Fortune and Benefit

Nichiren Daishonin writes, “The ku [of kudoku (benefit)] means to extin-
guish evil, and doku means to bring forth good” (Gosho Zenshu, p. 762). Good
is not simply a matter of doing charitable deeds or living piously; it includes
fighting evil and injustice. By rebuking evil, we expiate our negative karma
and bring forth good fortune and benefit. This is the meaning of benefit in the
Daishonin’s Buddhism. Happiness is born when we fight injustice.

1. Why do you think the Daishonin taught that benefit has two parts: extin-
guishing evil and bringing forth good?

2. Why does President Ikeda say that “good is not simply a matter of doing
charitable deeds or living piously”? Is this different from what you were taught

3. Why does extinguishing evil expiate our negative karma? How does that work?
4. Have you had your own experience of fighting injustice that made you happier?

Courtesy of SEIKYO PRESS

SGI President Ikeda leads the Soka Gakkai song ‘Ifu Dodo’ (Indomitable Spirit) on Oct. 7 at the

Tokyo Makiguchi Memorial Hall.

The only way to succeed is to be
patient and persistent.

Today is also the Tohoku General
Meeting! Many members have made
the long way from the Tohoku region
[in the northeastern part of Honshu, the
largest of Japan’s four main islands] to
be with us today. Thank you very much
for coming.

Seventy-seven years ago, in Decem-
ber 1922, the world-famous physicist
Albert Einstein visited the Tohoku area.
[He visited Sendai, the capital of
Miyagi Prefecture, and delivered a lec-
ture at Tohoku University.] The previ-
ous month, he had given a lecture at
Keio University in Tokyo, which first
and second Soka Gakkai presidents
Tsunesaburo Makiguchi and Josei Toda
attended. Mr. Toda spoke about that oc-
casion many, many times.

Of the Tohoku people, Einstein
writes in his journal: “Excellent people.
Bright, modest, with a love for nature
and the arts. I’ll never forget them.”
Trust Einstein to perceive so astutely
the virtues of the Tohoku people!

Tohoku s full of people who, from the
moment you get to know them, younever
forget. It is home to many people of out-
standing character and warm humanity.

Tohoku boasts an illustrious past:
Gold was mined there, and it was a
leading cultural center in ancient times.

Its prosperity, however, made it a con-
stant target of would-be invaders.

That which is successful and pros-
perous is targeted and attacked — this
same principle is at work in the on-
slaughts against our organization.

Inany event, the Tohoku people have
persevered again and again through dif-
ficulties and hardships. [Tohoku is a re-
gion where deeply entrenched tradi-
tions, customs and prejudices persist.]
That is why I fervently pray for a new
era of prosperity for Tohoku.

Einstein once said: “Itis...not aston-
ishing that the struggle against preju-
dices cannot have a quick success. But
we can work for a slow success in ex-
pressing truth in our daily life whenever
occasion arises” (Einstein: A Life, p.
367). He acknowledges that the fight to
overcome prejudice is difficult indeed.
He says that the only way to succeed in
this endeavor is to be patient and per-
sistent, seizing every opportunity to
speak out for justice.

This is precisely what we are doing
in our SGI activities. We are exerting
ourselves with patience and persistence.

Tohoku members, I have heard in
great detail about your noble efforts. I
want to share some of those achieve-
ments with all who have gathered today.

Koromogawa Village in Iwate Pre-
fecture is famous as the place where the
noted 12th-century Japanese warlord
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Northern Ohio Members Participate in Interfaith Event at
Grafton Correctional Institution
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The World Peace Rhythm Project: (I-r) Percussionists Mary Gibala, Fred Goodnight, Addie
Lewis, Frances Edwards, Ky Sutton, Carol Hasek, Linda Adams and Estelle Goodnight were the
featured performers at Grafton Correctional Institution, Oct. 3.

rums in tow, seven members of
D the World Peace Rhythm Pro-

ject and their director, Fred
Goodnight, rushed out of the Northern
Ohio Area Community Center all revved
up from the morning’s World Peace
Prayer Meeting. It was Sunday, Oct. 3.
Destination: Grafton Correctional In-
stitution, where the vibrant group of per-
cussionists were the featured perform-
ers at a unique gathering of inmates and
visitors.

The first of hopefully many such
meetings focused on two questions:
What and how does your faith’s per-
spective respect the dignity of life? And
what steps does your faith take to
achieve this in society? Each of the six
religious faiths that practice within the
prison chapel had a representative re-
spond to the questions.

Mr. Goodnight gave the SGI per-
spective, and Michael Baker, a longtime
SGI member and Grafton inmate, an-
swered audience questions.

The attendees engaged in dialogue,
which enabled them to learn a little about
one another’s beliefs. After being served

a light snack by Grafton inmates, every-
one got to meet one another on a one-to-
one basis and discuss faith further.

The entire program was videotaped,
and the warden’s office will monitor in-
mate interactions to see if, as a result of
this event, there is a lessening of tension
in the prison. If the answer is yes, a rec-
ommendation will be made to repeat this
program in other Ohio State Prisons.

Since limited space allowed less than
150 attendees — out of a total institution
population of more than 1,500 in-
mates —there’s a good chance that the
first prison the program would be re-
peated at is Grafton itself. Then, the peo-
ple who were unable to attend the first
time will have an opportunity to do so.

Estelle Goodnight, a member of the
World Peace Rhythm Project, verbal-
ized the feelings everyone in the group
had about the visit to Grafton: “I was so
excited about being part of this program
and being able to bring something new
into people’s lives. I think what we all did
today is truly what kosen-rufu and our
mission is all about.”

— MURRAY I. SINGER

Minamoto Yoshitsune met his death. In
Koromogawa, where our Light of
Friendship District is located, more
than 60 percent of the households cur-
rently subscribe to the Seikyo Shimbun,
the Soka Gakkai’s daily paper.

Kamiiso Chapter, situated on the
Tsugaru peninsula, Aomori Prefecture,
regularly maintains the Seikyo Shimbun
readership at more than 20 percent of
local residents. The town mayor and
many other citizens are long-standing
readers.

Odate Sunshine Chapter in Odate
City, Akita Prefecture, is a new chapter
formed just last month. In one month,
every block organization in the chapter
has already introduced one new member
to the Soka Gakkai. Congratulations!

Members in the town of Yamanobe,
Yamagata Prefecture, centering around
the women’s division, have been con-
ducting an energetic dialogue cam-
paign with temple members to great
effect. I understand that through their
efforts, the former chief lay represen-
tative of the Hokkeko in their area de-
cided to leave the temple organization.

In the town of Naruko, Miyagi Pre-
fecture, each block has introduced one
new member to Buddhism. Yumoto
District, in particular, has expanded
readership of the Seikyo Shimbun to
more than 50 percent of local residents
in the area.

And the members in Iwaki City in
Fukushima Prefecture — in just the last
month—have succeeded in bringing
48 households away from the Hokkeko
organization.

The phenomenal development in
each area is the result of the

members’ efforts to confront
injustice.

The phenomenal development we
are seeing in each area is the result of
the great good that has followed from
the members’ efforts to confront and
denounce injustice.

The Daishonin writes, “The ku [of
kudoku (benefit)] means to extinguish
evil, and doku means to bring forth
good” (Gosho Zenshu, p. 762).

Good is not simply a matter of doing
charitable deeds or living piously; it in-
cludes fighting evil and injustice. By
rebuking evil, we expiate our negative
karma and bring forth good fortune and
benefit. This is the meaning of benefit
in the Daishonin’s Buddhism. Happi-
ness is born when we fight injustice.

The pioneer members of the Many
Treasures Group all over Tohoku are
truly hale and hearty, their lives radiant.
The efforts of the youth division mem-
bers have also been noteworthy; they
are all standing up splendidly.

In the last two months, the Tohoku
young men's division introduced 500
new households to the Daishonin’s
Buddhism. And in the last month, the
Tohoku young women's division in-
creased the subscriptions of the Seikyo
Shimbun by 1000 copies.

I express my deepest respect to the
Tohoku members, who are striving so
hard in one of the most challenging re-
gions in Japan.

I wholeheartedly praise Tohoku’s
magnificent advance!

(To be continued)

SGI PRESIDENT IKEDA’S OCT. 16 ENCOURAGEMENT

‘Regard Obstacles As
Peace and Comfort’

The evening of Oct. 16, SGI President lkeda attended a represen-
tatives conference commemorating Nov. 18, Day of the Soka
Gakkai’s Founding, in Shinanomachi, Tokyo. The following is a
summary of his remarks.

ichiren Daishonin’s goal was kosen-rufu. Consequently, only

faith that strives earnestly for the sake of kosen-rufu consti-

tutes the correct practice of the Daishonin’s Buddhism. In the

present day, the SGI is the sole organization carrying out this
correct practice.

When we dedicate ourselves to advancing kosen-rufu in accord with
the Daishonin’s teachings, the three obstacles and four devils, as well
as the three powerful enemies, will appear without fail. The Daishonin
tells us, however, to “regard obstacles as peace and comfort” (Gosho
Zenshu, p. 750).

It is by fighting and triumphing over the enemies of the Buddha that
we ourselves become Buddhas. In sumo wrestling, for instance, one can-
not become a Yokozuna, or grand champion, without fighting strong
opponents.

Once we have firmly established the life-state of Buddhahood, we
can be reborn wherever and in whatever form we desire —in lifetime
after lifetime throughout eternity. And every time we are reborn, we will
enjoy a state of utter freedom and happiness.

Buddhahood is the state of life of one who is never defeated, one who
wins in the end, no matter what happens. All who are striving together
earnestly, united in purpose at this crucial time to vanquish the enemies
of the Buddha, can establish the state of Buddhahood within their lives
in this existence. No effort for the sake of Buddhism is wasted.
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Schedule of Conferences at the Florida Nature and
Culture Center in the Year 2000
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14
15

16
17
18
19

. Dates

Conference Title

January 13-16 Temple Issue Conference
January 20-23  Seniors Group Conference #1

(Japanese Language)

January 27-30 To be announced

February 10-13 Women’s Division Conference #1
February 17-20 Japanese Language Conference
February 24-27 Public Relations Bureau Conference

March 9-12
March 16-19
March 23-26
April 6-9
April 13-16

April 20-23
May 4-7

May 11-14
May 18-21

June 14
June 8-11
June 15-18
June 22-25

Men’s Division Conference #1

Stage Crew Conference

Chinese Language Conference

Spanish Language Conference #1
Seniors Group Conference #2

(Japanese Language)

Study Department Conference

Service Group Conference

(limited participation)

Arts Division Conference

Theme: Mentor & Disciple Relationship,
Studying President Ikeda’s Guidance #1
Nationwide Chorus Conference

YMD Conference

YWD Conference

Jinzai Groups 10th Anniversary Conference
(i.e. America Soaring Group, etc.)

No.

20
21

22
23

24
25
26
27
28
29

30
31
32

33
34
35

36

Dates

July 6-9
July 13-16

July 20-23
July 27-30

August 10-13
August 17-20
August 24-27
September 7-10
September 14-17
September 21-24

October 5-8
October 12-15
October 19-22

November 2-5
November 9-12
November 1619

December 14-17

Conference Title

Youth Performing Groups Conference
Junior High and High School Division
Conference

Educators Division Conference

Raising Children (Parents, Teachers,
Boys and Girls Coordinators)

Women’s Division Conference #2
Student Division Conference

Men’s Division Conference #2

Southern Zone & Caribbean Conference
Spanish Language Conference #2
Theme: Enhancing Our Relationship
Conference

Korean Language Conference #2

Study of the Lotus Sutra

Theme: Mentor & Disciple Relationship,
Studying President Ikeda’s Guidance #2
Culture Department Conference

Youth Division Support Groups Conference
Thai, Cambodian, Vietnamese Language
Conference

Seniors Group Conference #3

(English & Japanese Language)
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A discussion of the long road that led to
European economic unity.

he other members of

the Common Market

criticized French Pres-

ident de Gaulle for his
opposition to British member-
ship in the community and tried
persuading him to change his
stance. But de Gaulle refused to
budge, saying that the time was
not yet ripe for the British to
join the European Economic
Community. Two weeks later,
on Jan. 29, the negotiations for
U.K. admission to the Common
Market broke down.

The idea of a unified Europe
had a long history, the first
signs appearing as early as the
14th century. Concrete plans to
achieve this goal dated back to
the first half of the 18th century,
in the pioneering efforts of the
French thinker Charles-Irénée
Castel Saint-Pierre, who pro-
posed achieving lasting peace
in Europe through the estab-
lishment of a European con-
federation and a united council
that represented all the con-
stituent nations.

Many great thinkers after
him, including the German
philosopher Immanuel Kant,
pursued the dream of European
unity. One of the most vocal
was the great 19th-century
French writer Victor Hugo, who
throughout his life was a
staunch proponent of the ideal
of a “United States of Europe.”

He insisted that one day all the
nations on the continent, with-
out losing their distinct quali-
ties and their glorious individ-
uality, would melt together into
one higher unity, thereby form-
ing European fraternity.

As if blind to this beautiful
ideal, however, the European
nations became enmeshed in
ever-deepening division and
conflict, where military
strength was often used to seize
one another’s territories and
economic markets. Then, in the
first half of the 20th century,
Europe experienced the cruel
tragedy of two world wars.

After the desolation of World
War I, the European people felt
adeep sense of impending crisis
and a portent of the collapse of
Western Europe. In 1923, Aus-
trian thinker Count Richard
Coudenhove-Kalergi, then only
28, published abook called Pan-
Europe, in which he passionately
called for European unification.
The book was widely popular
and gave rise to the global Pan-
European Movement.

But fascism and Nazism sud-
denly reared their heads, plung-
ing the whole continent again
into war. In the face of brutal
military aggression, the ideal of
European unification was once
more consigned to oblivion.

The dream of unification only
began taking concrete shape

lllustration by KENICHIRO UCHIDA

The European Community (EC) Headquarters in Belgium.

EVOLUTION

SGI President lkeda’s novelized history of the Soka Gakkai

lllustration by KENICHIRO UCHIDA

Austrian thinker Count Richard Coudenhove-Kalergi.

after World War Il ended in 1945.

he world continued to see
T dramatic changes. After

the end of World War 1I,
the Cold War between the United
States and the Soviet Union
came to the fore. Europe, too,
was divided into East and West.

Even so, after living through
two world wars, people of good
conscience were seriously seek-
ing a way to lasting peace. One
such person was the French
statesman and political econo-
mist Jean Monnet, who pursued
the idea of European unity
based on his wish “to unite men,
to solve the problems that divide
them, and to persuade them to
see their common interest”
(Memoirs, p. 221).

As a first step toward that
goal, Monnet decided to estab-
lish a structure that would pre-
vent the countries of Europe,
particularly Germany and
France, from ever warring with
each other again. He aspired to
create first of all an economic
union. Inspired by Monnet’s
ideas, Robert Schuman,
France’s foreign minister, pro-
posed in 1950 that the markets
for coal and steel-commodities
that had been triggers of war be-
tween the two countries over the
many years-be jointly managed.

This took shape in 1952 as
the European Coal and Steel
Community, which comprised
six members — France, West
Germany, Italy, the Nether-
lands, Belgium and Luxem-
bourg. Given that there were
then more than 30 nations in
both Eastern and Western Eu-
rope, it may have been a mod-
est beginning. Nevertheless,

the ECSC was to be the nucleus
of subsequent moves toward
wider unification.

In 1957, the same six nations
signed treaties establishing the
EEC (Common Market) and the
European Atomic Energy Com-
mission, both of which began
operating the following year.
Over the years, these three or-
ganizations gradually merged,
taking the name the European
Communities (EC; the plural
was dropped in the 1980s).

Butin 1963, there was still a
long road to travel to European

unity.
Eiji Kawasaki said ina quiet,
contemplative tone: “De

Gaulle’s rejection of British
membership to the Common
Market reminds me anew of
just how daunting the task of
European unification is des-
tined to be.

“Not only is the schism be-
tween Eastern and Western blocs
wider than ever, but even among
the Western democracies,
France and the United States are
sharply at odds over nuclear pol-
icy. In the socialist camp, mean-
while, we see tensions between
the Soviet Union and China.
Looking at all of these phenom-
ena, it seems that the world, in-
cluding Europe, is heading to-
ward further division.”

Shin’ichi Yamamoto re-
sponded with strong conviction,
“I, on the contrary, feel quite
sure, from a long-term perspec-
tive, that Europe’s unification is
a historical certainty.”

Daisaku lkeda appears in the
novel as Shin’ichi Yamamoto.
The events take place in 1963.
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who visit the LAFC.

hining brilliantly, the grand mo-
saic adorning the outer wall of the
Los Angeles Friendship Center
was unveiled on Oct. 2.

A portion of SGI President Ikeda’s poem
“Sun of Jiyu Over aNew Land,” dedicated to
the members of Los Angeles in 1993, is en-
graved on a plaque beside the mosaic:
“Beloved Los Angelenos! / I want you each
to be / like the California sunshine, / show-
ering on all people / the bright light and
warmth /of your compassion. / Be people
who extend hope and courage, / who inspire

SGI General Director Eiichi Wada at the unveiling on Oct. : ‘In Buddhism, no effot is wasted.

Unseen virtue brings forth visible reward.

respect and gratitude / wherever you go.”
Eiji Miyamoto, veteran SGI stage crew
member and fine artist, was commissioned
to create the 11 ft. x 17 ft. mosaic, display-
ing brightly colored figures and flowers,
each uniquely designed to signify the di-
versity of American society. The five danc-
ing figures, depicting the five characters of
Myoho-renge-kyo, leap toward the sun; the
golden figure embodies the limitless power
of the individual. “To me,” Eiji said, “the
‘Sun of Jiyu’ represents joy and the stand
alone spirit. America is joyful. Our Bud-
dhist practice is joyful. I wanted to encour-
age the SGI members based on this spirit.”
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The mosaic is made of more than 65,000
1-sq.-inch ceramic tiles from countries as
far as China, Italy and Mexico, and is sur-
rounded by a marble border. Accenting the
various flowers are pieces of jewels, stones
and glass donated by SGI members and
volunteers — one stone was donated from
a member from Scotland.

The project, which began a year ago,
came to fruition on Aug. 24, with the help
of more than 130 volunteers — all of which
whose names are etched inside the bottom
of the mosaic. “I wanted a lot of people to
get involved. One hundred thirty-six peo-
ple’sichinen is in this mosaic. Each person

Photos by GREGORY NAKASUJI

%

Mosaic designer Eiji Miyamoto receives a
photo album from the members.

took care and treated it as if it were their
personal artwork.”

The dedication of a beautiful fountain,
made of high desert slate and 2-ton granite
rocks, was held in the atrium. Numerous
members tirelessly dedicated their time and
effortto erect the fountain and plant the splen-
did garden encircling its perimeter. The heart
of the Los Angeles Friendship Center, the
atrium, has flourished into a warm and em-
bracing respite for everyone who visits.

— STEPHANIE CELANO
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SGI-USA General Director Fred Zaitsu in an informal discussion with members
at the Los Angeles Friendship Center.

Dear SGI-USA Members,

y best regards and thanks to all of you as we aim to conclude this

year with victorious general meetings commemorating Nov. 18, the

day the Soka Gakkai was established in 1930. This goal coincides

with our plan at the beginning of the year to use this final quarter of
1999 to focus on participation in our SGI-USA activities for kosen-rufu, specif-
ically in our Nov. 18 Commemorative Meetings. To carry this out with joy and
compassion, let’s refresh the basics of our faith, practice and study by deepening
our confidence in the Gohonzon, solidifying our conviction in the justice of the
SGI and strengthening the front lines of our district organizations.

Our prayer, filled with compassion to dedicate ourselves to the happiness of
others, is the starting point. This is practicing the essence of the Daishonin’s Bud-
dhism. “If you are of the same mind as Nichiren, you must be a Bodhisattva of
the Earth.... Only I, Nichiren, at first chanted Nam-myoho-renge-kyo, but then
two, three and a hundred followed, chanting and teaching others. Likewise, prop-
agation will unfold this way in the future. Doesn’t this signify ‘emerging from the
earth’?” (The Major Writings of Nichiren Daishonin, vol. 1, p. 93).

Another important action necessary to care for each person is to deepen our
friendships with one another through home visits. SGI President Ikeda states: “It
is our hearts that change others’ hearts. Friendship changes people” (For Today
and Tomorrow, p. 373). Taking the time to visit someone, at home or elsewhere,
communicates that we really care. It also provides quality time to address specific
issues. Members can share their dreams, their burdens and their questions —every-
thing that is in their hearts. Herein lies the wonderful opportunity we have to help
one another overcome problems, or develop conviction in our Soka Renaissance
with regard to the temple issue, or remain in close communication despite job or
other responsibilities that may prevent us from attending activities. These heart-
to-heart exchanges are some of the important ways in which we can deepen our
faith in the Gohonzon.

The desired result of our focus on participation is more than just increasing the num-
ber of participants at the district meeting. And it’s more than simply increasing the
number of home visits in preparation for the meeting. The real objective is to further
develop trust and friendship, which will continue to enhance the atmosphere of our
meetings — creating more joy and true camaraderie. In this way, let us extend our hand
of friendship not only to our district members, but also to less involved members, tem-
ple members and guests.

I have come to realize that this is the Gakkai spirit; to care so much for each
person that we will do our utmost to help them learn about the Daishonin’s Bud-
dhism and the SGI’s movement. Exerting individual effort for the sake of other
people’s happiness is the key. It is exactly this wise effort for the happiness of oth-
ers that invites friends to join our cause. It is this humane concern that demon-
strates the genuineness of the SGI.

In conclusion, the Nov. 18 Commemorative Meetings can be held at the district
or group level. Each region can decide what is most appropriate for its member-
ship. Let’s make these gatherings of friends the great final victory of 1999 that
will propel us toward the new century.

P

Fred M. Zaitsu, SGI-USA General Director
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Nurturing an

Individual

By Sheilah Edwards
SGI-USA Vice General Director

hen Ithink about the meaning
s " / of nurturing, I think of nour-
ishing, training, educating

and rearing. I think about what makes
members strong in their faith—what
helps them to get stronger, such as lis-
tening to them without judging them,
keeping promises I make, finding many
ways to support them in their practice.

« Rather than doing things out of a
sense of obligation or because “my
leader says so” — it ought to be some-
thing that comes from the heart; some-
thing that we bring to life within our
own hearts because we are following in
the footsteps of our mentor in his quest
to nurture the youth.

« I'started practicing in 1968 and re-
ceived the Gohonzon the following
year. Over the years I’ve gained an ab-
solute sense that there is nothing greater
than caring. It’s so heartwarming when
I bump into members — or when they
call—and they let me know that
they’ve overcome their struggles; that
they now understand why they have to
do gongyo in the morning and evening,
or why they have to focus when they
pray; or that they feel good about them-
selves and understand that they are the
Buddha,that the gem is in their robe no
matter what they look like now or how
other people perceive them to be.

< For me to hear people say, “I fi-
nally gotit,” “I broke through,” “I’mre-
ally moving forward,” “Maybe  haven’t
received my specific dream, but  know
where I’'m going” wipes out all the un-
pleasant things I experienced in my life.
I feel I'm doing a little something in my
corner of the world to propel the move-
ment of kosen-rufu forward. That to
me is beautiful.

< I remember the passage in which
Nichiren Daishonin says, “When Bod-
hisattva Fukyo bowed in reverence to
the four categories of people [monks,
nuns, laymen and laywomen], the Bud-
dha nature inherent in the lives of these
arrogant people bowed back to him.
This is the same as how, when one bows
facing a mirror, the reflected image
bows back” (“Record of the Orally
Transmitted Teachings” in Gosho Zen-
shu, p. 769). If we truly respect other

people they re-
spect us in
turn. If we are
unstinting in
our concern
for them, we
will be pro-
tected and sup-
ported by
them.

<« We can nurture people in our dis-
tricts by creating and maintaining a
warm, wonderful atmosphere where
they feel free to express themselves. To
have unity and mutual understanding
strengthens the organization where
people want to come —and stay. The
district can be a great place to have fun
while we encourage one another to
base everything on prayer first and
share the Daishonin’s Buddhism with
others, subscribe to the publications
and learn about the importance of
studying Buddhism so that we can
practice correctly.

< Dealing with the situation regard-
ing the temple is difficult, but if we have
compassion, then we will educate our-
selves first and then others through di-
alogue so that we can prevent one an-
other from going astray and losing faith.
When we feel confident about our or-
ganization and our practice, we can feel
the joy and excitement of SGI activities
and the joy of hope for the future.

< Nurturing the youth means al-
lowing them the freedom to express
themselves without judging them —
to trust them a thousand percent so
that they, in turn, can trust us whole-
heartedly. To entrust them with the
movement of kosen-rufu for the new
century means giving them the baton
and allowing them to take us into the
new century with their fresh, innov-
ative and diverse ideas. A perfect so-
ciety does not destroy its youth or
dismiss its elders.

< The main point is to really en-
able a person to stand firm on their
beliefand on their understanding that
the Gohonzon is absolute — that we
need strong faith to be able to expe-
rience the greatest life force that we
can conjure up.
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On the Formality of Gongyo

The following is excerpted from Se-
lected Speeches— On the Basics of
Buddhism, pp. 34-45: SGI President
Ikeda’s speech at a Kansai general
meeting, held at the Soka University
auditorium in Hachioji, Tokyo, May
4,1993.

aith is a lifelong pursuit. It is
F also an eternal one, continuing

over the three existences of
past, present and future. Kosen-rufu,
too, is a long, long journey.

How, then, on this journey toward
happiness, can we stay the course to
the end? How can we live so as to
make each day of our precious lives
valuable and exhilarating?

Doing so requires profound wis-
dom. For example, there are times
when we suffer from exhaustion or
feel under the weather. This is only
natural since we are creatures of flesh
and blood. At such times, what
should we do about gongyo? What
should our attitude be toward chant-
ing daimoku? Today, in response to
the members’ day-to-day concerns, |
shall address these points in light of
Nichiren Daishonin’s teachings.
Such concrete guidance based on the
Daishonin’s writings is important.

Essentially, the Daishonin says
that, depending on the situation, it is
all right to just chant daimoku, and
that we need not necessarily sit be-
fore the Gohonzon to do so.

This is how the Daishonin re-
sponded to a question from the wife
of a follower, Hiki Daigaku Saburo
Yoshimoto. The wife had asked
whether she should refrain from car-
rying out her daily Buddhist practice
during her menstrual period. Since
ancient times, it had been a common
beliefin Japan that menstruation rep-
resented a kind of pollution. It ap-
pears that the woman who put this
question to the Daishonin was wor-
ried about whether it was acceptable
to read and recite Buddhist scriptures
at such a time.

In response, the Daishonin em-
phasizes that there is no cause for
avoidances in connection with men-
struation, and that, rather, menstrua-
tion has an important biological
function. For the time in which he
lived, such a view was remarkably
enlightened.

“Or in another sense,” he says, “it
[menstruation] might be regarded as
a kind of chronically recurring ill-
ness” (The Major Writings of
Nichiren Daishonin, vol. 6, p. 12),
and goes on to explain the type of
practice that would be best suited for
such times.

At present, the question of “pollu-
tion” or “impurity” in connection
with menstruation is no longer an
issue. Indeed, in a broader sense, we
can interpret the Daishonin’s words
as providing a clear direction on what
we should do about reciting the sutra,

that is, gongyo, when ill or feeling
poorly. In other words, the Daishonin
here indicates the principle that
gongyo is a practice that should be
carried out with flexibility in accor-
dance with various circumstances.

In apreceding passage of this writ-
ing, the Daishonin says: “This is a
matter that concerns all women and
about which they always inquire. In
past times, too, we find many persons
addressing themselves to this ques-
tion concerning women. But because
the sacred teachings put forward by
the Buddha in the course of his life-
time do not touch upon this point, no
one has been able to offer any clear
scriptural proof upon which to base
an answer” (MW-6, 11).

The Daishonin says that all who
have commented on the matter, being
unable to produce documentary
proof based on the Buddhist scrip-
tures, merely speak arbitrarily. By
contrast, the Daishonin always made
the scriptures his foundation. That is
why we, too, always advance basing
ourselves on the Gosho, the scrip-
ture of the Latter Day of the Law.

Similarly, regarding the custom of
doing five prayers during morning
gongyo and three prayers during
evening gongyo, nowhere in the
Gosho is such a practice set forth. It is
a form that came about at a later time.

Moreover, originally, this form of
gongyo was part of the practice for
priests. It would appear, however,
that today it is priests who are failing
to adhere to this form. That lay peo-
ple, with their busy schedules, should
be following such a regimen of daily
practice is truly remarkable.

any members, out of their
earnestness and sincere
faith, strive to carry out a

perfect practice of five prayers in the
morning and three prayers in the
evening, even when tired or feeling ill,
or even if it means staying up late at
night. Such faith is infinitely praise-
worthy. The efforts of those who
maintain such a practice are definitely
known to the Gohonzon.

However, and this is especially
true in the case of the elderly, unrea-
sonably pushing yourselves may se-
riously undermine your health. There
may be times when, depending on
your physical condition, [instead of
doing a complete gongyo] it is more
valuable to just chant daimoku for a
little while, or even just chant three
daimoku, and then get some rest.
This is something we must determine
for ourselves.

Faith is something we endeavor to
pursue throughout our entire lives.
Even though there may be times
when we cannot carry out our prac-
tice of gongyo perfectly, so long as
we believe in the Gohonzon and
maintain a seeking mind of faith, our
good fortune will not disappear.

There is a difference between
strong faith and taxing ourselves un-
reasonably. What counts is having
the life force to live each day vigor-
ously and burning with hope. There-
fore, under certain circumstances it
may be better to go to bed early and
get a good night’s sleep so that in the
morning you can do gongyo with a
refreshed feeling.

In the course of our lives as com-
mon mortals, gongyo, along with
daimoku, represents a most solemn
encounter with the original Buddha.
It is a ceremony that brings forth our
state of Buddhahood and allows us to
reveal the Gohonzon in the depths of
our lives. For this reason, our prac-
tice should be invigorating and filled
with joy. Gongyo should leave us
feeling refreshed and revitalized.

It may be that your gongyo has
lapsed into mere formality, your eyes
constantly on the clock. And the
more you think about the time, the
more slowly it seems to go by. Or it
could be that you’re so exhausted you
can’t concentrate on your gongyo,
constantly losing your place when
reciting the long section of the
“Juryo” chapter—inadvertently
jumping ahead, returning to an ear-
lier point, and just basically going in
circles. Or maybe your daimoku is
really garbled and indistinct because
you’re half asleep.

While you are certainly to be com-
mended that despite all this you still
make the effort to do gongyo, I think
it is important to use your wisdom
and practice in a way that accords
with the principle “faith manifests
itself in daily life.”

In this sense, I think it is best, if
possible, to make a point of doing
evening gongyo fairly early, before it
gets too late.

In conclusion, Nichiren Daishonin
states: “If you feel so inclined, then
dispense with the reading of the sutra
and simply recite Nam-myoho-renge-
kyo. Also, when making your devo-
tions, you need not bow facing the

sutra [the Gohonzon]” (MW-6, 13).

It is perfectly acceptable just to
chant daimoku without reciting the
sutra. Moreover, the Daishonin says
that we need not necessarily do
gongyo or chant daimoku in front of
the Gohonzon. Here, the Daishonin
also takes into account the case
where a person [incapacitated by ill-
ness or other reasons] might do
gongyo or chant daimoku lying
down. In this way, he always showed
great flexibility toward the formal
aspects of practice. He always taught
that “faith alone is what really mat-
ters” (MW-1, 246).

Of course, we must not take this as
license to be negligent and lazy in our
practice. It goes without saying that
we must always diligently strive to
carry out the basic practice of doing
gongyo and chanting daimoku. If you
purposely use the Gosho to justify
neglecting your Buddhist practice, it
will only result in your own loss. Itis
not for anyone else, but for our own
happiness that we practice faith.

The Daishonin’s statement that it
is all right simply to chant daimoku
is based on the premise of the great
benefit of Nam-myoho-renge-kyo.

Atthe beginning of this same writ-
ing, he says: “In the case of the Lotus
Sutra, one may recite the entire sutra
of twenty-eight chapters in eight vol-
umes every day; or one may recite
only one volume, or one chapter, or
one verse, or one phrase, or one
word; or one may simply chant the
daimoku, Nam-myoho-renge-kyo,
only once a day...”(MW-6, 3).

In other words, he says there are
many possible ways of reciting the
Lotus Sutra. He then continues: “Or
[one may] chant it only once in the
course of a lifetime; or hear someone
else chant it only once in a lifetime
and rejoice in the hearing; or rejoice
in hearing the voice of someone else
rejoice in the hearing...”(Ibid.).

The sound of daimoku can even
cause others to respond with joy
when they hear it. Therefore, letus al-



Studying ‘The Human Revolution’

By Gary Russell
Indianapolis, Ind.

hile helping gather info for a

s’s/ timeline of the three Soka

Gakkai presidents for this

year’s Day of Indiana, I was embar-

rassed by how little I know about the
Soka Gakkai’s history.

Sure, I knew who the three presi-
dents were and was at least aware of some of the chain
of events that shaped our organization’s history, but
not enough to fill a timeline. And so the research
began. I began rereading The Human Revolution and
when I finished, there was plenty of information for
the timeline.

But it didn’t stop there. I continued reading The
Human Revolution, devouring each chapter and vol-
ume. And when I finished, I wanted to talk about it.
This stuff was too good to keep to myself. So a few
months ago, a small group started reading The Human
Revolution together.

Each of us would become passionate as we shared
our impressions on second Soka Gakkai president
JoseiToda’s release from prison and his single-minded
vision to rebuild the organization in war-torn Japan.
How he never wavered in the slightest as he struggled
to propagate the Daishonin’s Buddhism. How he set
out to accomplish this mission the very day he was re-
leased from prison. How he stood alone with a col-
lapsed business empire and no money in his pocket.

Our group has already learned much from the study
sessions together. For example, how we should study.
On page 64 of The Human Revolution's first volume,
Josei Toda said: “You can’t grasp the Lotus Sutra just
by studying. How can I explain it? Perhaps because |
had to face persecution—anyway, once I grasped the
core of the sutra, I could read it easily. It’s incredible.”

When I read The Human Revolution for the first
time years ago, I read it as a history book, nothing
more. But as my faith deepened over the years, I sud-
denly began to grasp the purpose of studying The
Human Revolution. 1t teaches the importance of the
Soka Gakkai and how crucial is its preservation. Not
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to mention how practitioners of this Buddhism should
face struggles.

And much can be learned from Toda’s struggles. At
a time when anyone could reasonably be in a state of
total despair from the malnutrition, illness and poverty
Toda experienced, Toda’s sense of mission was un-
shakeable. Obstacles were no match for his strong
spirit. Because he never lost sight of his mission, Josei
Toda persevered and won.

The more I read The Human Revolution, the more
I'am compelled to focus less on my problems and more
on protecting the Soka Gakkai. The three Soka Gakkai
presidents endured the harshest of circumstances to
build and protect this wonderful organization. So
whenever I balk at study or organizational responsi-
bilities, I remind myself of The Human Revolution.
Because of Josei Toda’s selfless efforts, the Soka
Gakkai exists today. The least I can do is help protect
this organization so that future generations can en-
counter this wonderful organization and discover true
happiness based on the Daishonin’s Buddhism.” i

ways strive to chant such invigorating
and refreshing daimoku that draws
forth this response in others.

Through hearing our voices chanting
the Mystic Law, hearing the confidence
that resonates therein, it is possible to
inspire joy in others and make a strong
impression upon them of how wonder-
ful and energetic the SGI members are,
and of how coming in contact with
them always leaves us feeling happy
and refreshed. Others, again, may sim-
ply rejoice when encountering the
happy, glowing faces and the beautiful
smiles of our members.

n this respect, our outward appear-
Iance is important. This accords with

the principle that all phenomena
manifest the true aspect of life (shoho
Jisso). Indeed, such a joyous response is
truly evident among friends of the SGI.
One person after another responding
with joy in a chain reaction — this prin-
ciple lies at the root of our movement to
introduce others to the SGI.

The Daishonin continues: “And so
[this chain of rejoicing continues] on to
fifty removes from the original indi-
vidual who first chanted the daimoku.”

“In such a case, of course, the spirit
of faith would become weak and the
feeling of rejoicing much diluted, like
the vague notions that might occur to
the mind of a child of two or three, or
like the mentality of a cow or a horse,
unable to distinguish before from after.
And yet the blessings gained by such a
person are a hundred, a thousand, ten
thousand, a hundred thousand times
greater than those gained by persons of
excellent innate ability and superior
wisdom who study other sutras: per-
sons such as Shariputra, Maud-
galyayana, Monju and Miroku, who
had committed to memory the entire
texts of the various sutras.”

“The Lotus Sutra itself tells us this,
and the same opinion is expressed in
the sixty volumes of commentary by
T’ien-t’ai and Miao-lo” (MW-6, 3-4).

So great is the benefit of chanting

daimoku. Chanting Nam-myoho-
renge-kyo even once produces tremen-
dous benefit, eternal benefit. This is the
essence of our faith. We should have
great confidence in this point.

Basing his remarks on a passage of
the Lotus Sutra, the Daishonin states:
“And yet we read that the blessings ac-
quired by one who recites no more than
a single word of the Lotus Sutra are the
one thing alone [the Buddha wisdom]
cannot fathom. How, then, could ordi-
nary persons like ourselves, who have
committed so many grave offenses, be
capable of understanding such bless-
ings?” (MW-6, 4).

This is the great benefit of chanting
Nam-myoho-renge-kyo even once. A
single arrow, shot by a great archer,
will unerringly hit the mark. Similarly,
a strong and deep prayer offered with
unwavering ichinen, or concentration
of mind, will, in accordance with the
principle that a single life-moment con-
tains three thousand realms (ichinen
sanzen), move the entire universe.

Since such is the benefit of chanting
a single daimoku some of you might
feel puffed up with pride because you
managed to chant at least three
daimoku today! Of course, it is impor-

tant to feel such joy from practice. And
it doesn’t say anywhere in the Gosho
how many daimoku or how many hours
a day a person should chant.

It goes without saying, of course,
that if you chant a lot of daimoku, it is
all to the good. However, ultimately
each of us must decide for ourselves the
amount of daimoku we chant based on
our awareness and determination. The
amount of daimoku we chant is cer-
tainly not a matter of obligation or for-
mality.

or instance, from time to time I
Fhear of people chanting eight or

ten hours in a single day. I bow my
head to the intensity and earnestness of
faith of these members. If, however,
they neglect their responsibilities and
commitments and just chant away, they
cannot be said to be practicing in accord
with the principle, “faith manifests it-
self in daily life.” You must not allow
your daily life to fall by the wayside or
cause others, including members of
your family, suffering and inconve-
nience because of your chanting many
hours of daimoku. Nor should you go
around boasting of the long hours of
daimoku you have chanted in a day.

Carrying on in such a way can eas-
ily give rise to various misunderstand-
ings among those around you. A person
who has such an attitude may be viewed
by neighbors as something of a fanatic.
The result may be that the person loses
others’ trust and degrades the Law.

The same is true within the organi-
zation. There are instances where an or-
ganizational unit formally conducts a
“ten-hour daimoku campaign” or the
like. While there is nothing wrong with
an activity of this kind if it is voluntar-
ily undertaken by two or three willing
people, difficulties arise when an at-
tempt is made to impose such a rigid
regimen equally on many people. For
people have different daily schedules,
they have different amounts of time
available to them, they have different
physical stamina and so on.

Consequently, it is possible that holding
such an activity might impose unreasonable
demands on any number of people. It is al-
ways necessary to exercise careful consider-
ation. Moreover, we must never attempt to
make participation in such activities com-
pulsory. You must not goad people into at-
tending activities by making extreme state-
ments, such as saying, “If you fail to attend,
youwillnotbe following the way ofthe SGI.”

It is important that people derive joy,
peace of mind and hope from their prac-
tice of faith. We must strictly refrain from
giving guidance that oppresses people or
causes them suffering. In giving guid-
ance, leaders should always take into ac-
count the circumstances and conditions
of their members.

Thus, I hope that leaders will give
clear direction that, while based on
firm recognition of the great benefit of
chanting daimoku, also demonstrates
wisdom and common sense so that all
may joyously advance in accord with
the principle of “faith equals daily life.”
If a leader wishes to launch a major
daimoku campaign and get a rhythm of
more chanting going, the important
thing is that that person lead by offer-
ing deep and strong prayers. ”
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Words o /2

Someone reported to me that you had fallen ill. Day and mght dawn and dusk, | prayed
for your recovery to the Lotus Sutra; dawn and dusk, | prayed to the heavens. Today I

learned that you have recovered,and my joy knows no bounds. (Gosho Zenshu,

The following excerpts of SGI Pres-
ident Ikeda's guidance on leadership
were taken from Faith Into Action (now
available in SGI-USA bookstores and
by mail order).

Leadership is not a matter of order-
ing people around but of first taking ac-
tion yourself. By initiating action your-
self, you will win others’ trust, and
they, in turn, will take action.

S

Itis important for leaders to have the
spirit to bring out each person’s poten-
tial. Leaders shouldn’t judge others
based on outward appearances or de-
cide from their own narrow perspective
that someone is unsuitable or no good.
Racking your brain over how to un-
cover and bring out others’ strong
points is the true measure of a leader.
This is the art of leadership.

éié

Evenifall the leaves on a tree should
fall off in a strong wind, as long as the
branches and trunk remain in tact, in
time the tree will again produce flow-
ers. Like wise the spread of Buddhism
will continue as long as there remain
people of genuine faith. The important
thing, therefore, is to raise one person
of genuine faith.

eié

Prayer is most fundamental in rais-
ing capable people. You pray earnestly
to the Gohonzon that the person you
have found will become an able person
important to the SGI-USA. And then
with this prayer, you take the utmost
care to help that person develop.

2
A single person is important. Every-
thing starts from treasuring just one
person. This is the eternal formula for
the development for kosen-rufu.

FROM SGI PRESIDENT DAISAKU IKEDA:

s+
Small-scale discussions or dia-
logues are important, the kind where
you can talk directly, face to face, close
enough to sense each other’s warmth.
Discussion that is not unilateral but
convincing—discussion carried out
this way can revive weary hearts, open
closed minds and change the cycle of
bewilderment and despair into one of
conviction and hope.

¢
To whomever you are speaking, if
you have a broad mind and the mag-
nanimous spirit to embrace and un-
derstand their feelings, their hearts will
open up, revealing understanding and
sympathy. Your ability to do this de-
pends on your state of life. If you de-
velop a state of life that enables you to
be flexible, you can easily open the
door to other people’s hearts, stirring
or soothing their emotions, developing
on the situation. This is the essence of
a dialogue based on a profound under-
standing of human nature.
s
When youth are awakened to a sense
of mission, their power is limitless. Ul-
timately, we have to entrust our hopes
and visions for the future to the youth.
This is a golden rule. Youth is pure.
Youth will rise up to fulfill their ideals
without calculation or self-interest.
The fundamental spirit of a leader must
be to reach out to such young people,
to work with them and bring out their
capabilities and direct their youthful
energies in a positive direction.

S
If leaders make constant efforts to
study hard, grow and maintain a sense
of freshness, the organization will ad-
vance and be filled with dynamism.

An organization will change and de-
velop to the extent that leaders change

J
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and develop themselves. The advance-
ment of kosen-rufu in the community
and country proceeds likewise.
A+

The most important condition for
leaders is sincerity. By contrast, an au-
thoritarian air will only serve to alien-
ate people, and intelligence alone may
not produce anything of lasting value.
Sincerity is what touches people’s
hearts, forges bonds of trust, and im-
parts a sense of security. A person of
sincerity creates a relaxed, almost
springlike atmosphere about him or her.

N2
It is natural to encourage the person
standing right in front of you. However,
the true worth of leaders is determined
by the extent to which they direct their
attention toward those supporting that
person at home or behind the scenes.
Behind each individual is a network of
connections with many others, includ-
ing family members and friends. What
is important is how much considera-
tion we can show toward these people.
a2
The Soka Gakkai’s second president,
Josei Toda, often said: “T have lost my
beloved wife. I lost my beloved child.
That’s why I can be president.” Some-
one who has not had to struggle in life,
someone for whom everything has
gone favorably and as they desired,
cannot help others become happy. Un-
less we have suffered ourselves, we
cannot truly understand other people’s
feelings or the real power of Buddhism.
e2
Guidance in Buddhism is aimed at
the very depths of life. It is an all-out
challenge to motivate people to change
their lives. Unless our own lives over-
flow with vitality, nothing we do or say
will penetrate others’ lives.
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ture films, commercials, music

videos and documentaries. I've
been practicing this Buddhism for five
years. I started for two reasons. First, I
wanted to activate my career as a cine-
matographer. Second, I wanted to feel
happiness again. My life at 27 had
become so career-obsessed that my
life-condition was based on how well
my career was or wasn't going. The
frustration that I experienced felt like
an ever-hardening shell that drained
any enthusiasm and joy out of life. I
started to feel like a shadow of my
once vibrant, youthful self. I needed
to change desperately and that is
when I was introduced to the practice
by my girlfriend and her friend
Lendon. I remember going to my first
meeting, hearing gongyo and seeing
the determination and compassion in
people’s eyes. I knew that this had to
be a valid practice. I decided to give it
three months.

At first I started practicing on the
fringes of the SGI. Coming from the
South had made me somewhat cynical
about organized religion. I was dis-
trustful of organizations, especially
ones with presidents. I didn’t under-
stand why we needed an organization
to attain enlightenment. My idea of
enlightenment was that one could be
totally immune from life’s ups and
downs. I used my chanting to attain a
“Zen” quality. In hindsight I was aim-
ing for the world of Rapture, and I
was easily discouraged when circum-
stances knocked me out of this state.
After going to group meetings I
formed connections with a few mem-
bers who encouraged me greatly. I was
asked to lead meetings and give expe-
riences. That was about the extent of

I ‘m a cinematographer. I shoot fea-

it. I didn’t attend any functions on a
large scale or volunteer my time for
any events.

Studying is what started to open my
eyes to the profundity of this practice.
Ichinen sanzen, the ten worlds and
dependent origination were all con-
cepts that I tried to absorb with my
life. I started to become impressed by
President Tkeda’s knowledge of all of
these areas. Even in the areas outside
of Buddhism. He seemed so well read
and informed on many topics. My
determination and commitment grew
through study, which in turn expand-
ed my ichinen and then deepened my
prayer. I started to see changes in my
environment. Yes, Buddhism worked
for me, too. However I was still dis-
trustful of the change in our lives. We
had a beautiful baby Buddha girl
whom we named Keely. We bought
our first house, and my career, while
not yet fully realized, was moving
along and I could definitely see
progress. I got an agent, a few more
feature films under my belt, and my
name was starting to get around town.
The distractions that one would asso-
ciate with Hollywood really didn’t get
in my way because my practice kept
me “real,” so to speak. The process of
building this career, being a new
father, a husband and a homeowner
didn’t leave much time to be a
Buddhist. My chanting started to
lessen and my attendance to meetings
began to drop. I faded even further
toward the fringes of the SGI.

After completing another film this
past spring my chanting was at an all
time low. “Why do I chant?” T asked
myself. Life will continue to progress
as it does for many others who don’t
practice. I saw successful, happy peo-

a Sense

of Mission

Experience by David Rush Morrison, Los Angeles

ple who didn’t chant, so why did I
need to? I felt my contribution to
kosen-rufu was staying at home rais-
ing a peaceful, loving family. I started
to feel that Buddhism may have been
something that presented itself in my
life for a short period of time and
maybe I should move on and dedicate
my energies elsewhere. However, I just
couldn’t bring myself to do it. “Why
do I chant?” I thought.

That’s when the phone rang. My
friend Beth Lemure called to ask if I
would be interested in shooting some
footage for the 1999 Youth Grand
Culture Festival. I usually do anything
that Beth asks because she always
deeply encourages me. She’s a gem.
The effect of hanging out with her
always makes me want to chant more.
One night she and Cory Taylor came
to my house to relay their vision of
the event. After hearing their explana-

tion of what the culture festival meant
for society — bridging the gaps
between cultures — I was hooked. It
would be an enormous cause for unity
in the 21st century. Los Angeles is the
perfect place for this to begin because
of our diverse cultures. I thought of
my daughter growing up in an envi-
ronment where there were no bound-
aries between people, far from my
experience as a child of the South. 1
knew that I had to sign up. It was my
responsibility as a father and as an
Angelino and as an absentee
Buddhist. What would my job be?
What do I need to do?

My job was to go to Hawaii,
Seattle, San Francisco, Chicago, Dallas
and Denver to follow President
Tkeda’s footsteps on his first trip to
America in 1960. My mission was to

(“Seeking...” continued on page II)

David with his daughter, Keely (pictured here and more recently above).
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Recky Meuntain Region G@es Duy Trippin’

By Sven Hillering

ow can I make a difference?” This

was the theme for the junior high
and high school members’ picnic at the
Eldorado Canyon Resort in Boulder,
Colo., Aug. 22. The purpose of the gath-
ering was summed up by Casey Denton
of Boulder, “I made new friends!”

During the meeting itself, members
met in groups and filled out “personal
pages” expressing their hopes and
frustrations through poems, pictures
or however they felt comfortable.
These pages, an SGI-USA-wide effort,
will be compiled and sent to SGI
President Daisaku Tkeda.

High School Division YMD Region
Leader Kiyotaka Komatsu stressed that
the meeting was for the teenage partic-
ipants to work on their human revolu-
tion. “Many times people feel power-
less,” Kiyotaka said. If we support one
another, he continued, we can live
President Toda’s spirit of changing
society by changing ourselves.

The meeting was followed by a
summertime picnic lunch complete
with hamburgers, hot dogs, chips, etc.
Members from all four divisions
cooked and cleaned, leaving the picnic
area “cleaner than we found it,” said
men’s division member Ken Friedman.

After a brisk hike, everyone went
down to the resort’s pool, enjoying a
long, leisurely (more like rambunctious)
swim. The day was a total success. ¥

“Many times people feel powerless,”
High School Division YMD Region
Leader Kiyotaka Komatsu said.

If we support one another, he
continued, we can live President
Toda’s spirit of changing society hy
changing ourselves.

“Seeking...” continued from page I
capture the fruits of his labors for
kosen-rufu by photographing all of the
youth. Chanting had never been so
easy or purposeful. I started to feel
what kosen-rufu meant with my
whole being. What I hadn’t under-
stood intellectually, now suddenly
made perfect sense. I understood it
with my life. My muscles and cells
existed for one purpose. My life
depended on it. Cory gave us wonder-
ful context by reading passages from
The New Human Revolution, volume 1,
and showing us archival photos from
President Tkeda’s trip. I learned that
President Tkeda was 32 at the time. I
was 32 as well. I kept reading and
chanting. “Get closer to President
Ikeda” was my determination.

On the morning that we left for
Hawaii I had a mystic experience. 1
saw my good friend Lendon at the air-
port. He was also leaving for Hawaii
but was going on vacation. It was
amazing to feel this rebirth in my
practice and see the person who
helped nurture me in the practice.
While flying to our assigned cities,
Darrin and I read about President

TIkeda and how he inspired all of the
pioneer members with heartfelt warm
encouragement and stern reinforce-
ment when it was needed. The many
dimensions of President Ikeda’s com-
passion and his intuitive sense how to
best encourage people were illuminat-
ing and inspiring for me. I was so
energized by his life. His efforts were
absolutely tireless in propagating
kosen-rufu on our continent. Six cities
in six days: I determined that my
efforts would be tireless, too.

We met so many inspiring bod-
hisattvas who spared nothing in their
efforts to help us, all of them vibrant
with smiles and shared determina-
tions. I started to see what the SGI
was made of. My respect deepened
immensely. When President Tkeda was
in Chicago he witnessed racism
toward an African-American child.
This event deeply saddened President
Tkeda; heartbroken but determined, he
chanted sincere daimoku to foster a
society in which this did not exist.
Thirty-seven years later I witnessed
members in Chicago of all races uni-
fied for the same purpose. Color was-
n't even an issue. President Ikeda liter-
ally penetrated the environment with

his prayer and I witnessed it manifest
in my life. It’s an amazing experience
to see someone’s determinations real-
ized years later, right in front of your
eyes, and being captured by your lens.
There is nothing more important than
the lives of people. I kept chanting
that these images would inspire every-
one by showing how vast but sincere
our organization is.

We had the fortune to meet the
pioneer members that President Tkeda
personally encouraged. On the jour-
ney my life had never felt so dynamic.
If it weren't for gravity I would have
flown!

After our video was shown at the
culture festival, a new friend from San
Francisco told me that she was so
inspired by seeing all of the members
around the world. Others said that
they cried when they saw our footage.
I'm deeply grateful for the experience.
I've never before felt like T was receiv-
ing great benefit and making great
causes at the same time.

I now know why I chant and why
I'll continue to chant. Buddhism is
truth and reason. The most noble
cause to represent! I haven’t met or
seen President Ikeda but that’s not

important. I feel him in my heart. I try
to emulate his actions by encouraging
people. After this experience I often
think about him wherever I am and I
try to realize his wisdom and life force
in my own life. I literally try to pene-
trate my environment with daimoku
and prayer. I think understanding the
spirit of President Ikeda is the spirit of
Buddhism. In exerting myself for the
cause of enlightening others I illumi-
nate my own path. I now see the SGI
for what it is — brilliant members,
bright, intelligent, and courageous
people who are committed to realizing
a safe and nurturing environment. I
am so honored to be a part of you. As
a Buddhist, I feel that I have arrived. 1
want to play that old disco song, “I'm
coming out, [ want the world to know,
I want to let it show.” I'm down for
the struggle. I will dedicate my life,
creating a better world for our children
and their children. With my life T will
set an example. I will embrace strug-
gles courageously. Time is of the
essence and I know our vital cause for
world peace is at a crucial time. I am
deeply honored to share this most
sacred mission with all of you.

Thank you, thank you, thank you. ¥
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'CREATING A CULTURE OF PEACE’ FESTIVAL
CELEBRATES DIVERSITY 1N SHI] fRANCISCO

By Mairone Daniels
San Francisco

he aisles were
clear and the
room was

dark. A single piece
of blue paper bor-
dered with white
clouds floated on a current of air
across the room and landed neatly on
the auditorium’s floor. The Victory
Over Violence youth summit at the
Henry J. Kaiser Convention Center was
over, but people were once again being
summoned to the “Creating a Culture
of Peace” festival in the San Francisco
Bay Area. On Sept. 18, a coalition of
more than 20 non-governmental organ-
izations (NGOs) collaborated with the
Northern California Youth Division of
the SGI-USA to host the festival at the
SGI San Francisco Culture Center.
Presented as a continuation of the
Victory Over Violence campaign and a
celebration of the Hague Appeal for
Peace, the festival was a vehicle to fur-
ther propel the movement for a more
peaceful world.

The morning festivities began with
opening remarks from various NGO

representatives followed by energetic
performances from local artists that
blew the crowd away. Linda Imperial
with her soulful sound mixed with
hip-hop beats and R&B flavor set a
terrific tone for a show-stopping per-
formance from the Young Women’s
Taiko group.

The second half of the day consist-
ed of workshops on issues ranging
from nuclear disarmament to respect-
ing and cherishing all people as indi-
viduals. The SGI-USA presented a
workshop on Victory Over Violence,
which included a presentation of a
personal pledge for non-violence and
small group discussions where mem-
bers of the community shared their
struggles and determinations toward
overcoming the violence in their lives.
“The Promise of World peace” hosted
by the San Francisco Baha'i
Community, focused on youth. One
girl, of Latin decent, stated in video
presentation, “It’s scary and exciting
to be a Baha'i right now... We are the
last ones to tell everyone about the
Baha'i faith.” The Baha'i faith is sup-
portive of a culture where everyone
can be recognized as individuals as
well as cherished and celebrated

because of their individuality.

Among the keynote speakers for the
day was the Honorable Le Tagaloa
Pita, M.P, of Samoa, whose sincere
and humanistic words conveyed the
spirit of the festival. He said: “We have
no preconceived ideas about who the
authority comes from. The authority, it
comes from you. Meaning you must
stand up and make the change first
with yourself, then in your communi-
ty.” He went on to say, “The only way
to create peace is to stop war,” and
ended his remarks with an open invi-
tation to host the first Global People’s
Assembly in Samoa next year.

As the day’s festivities closed, every-
one danced to the sounds of
Orquestra Kalichin, a Latin Salsa band
from the Mission recreation Center
and the San Francisco Tkeda New
Century Brass Band. Both performanc-
es furthered the unity of the festival’s
1000-plus participants through their
music as people celebrated the success
of the day. The essential theme
emerged: You must make individual
effort, change and liberate yourself
before anything in your environment
can or will reflect that. It was definitely
a good way to bring organizations
together to celebrate diversity. §

& ‘I Couldn’t

Experience by DeShawn Wilson, Baltimore

y name is DeShawn Wilson,
M and I have been practicing

Nichiren Daishonin’s
Buddhism for 11 years. I already knew
that the SGI was an amazing organiza-
tion, however, my trip to LA enlightened
me to a higher degree as to how great
and fortunate we are to be practicing
this Buddhism.

About a year ago, I had made a deter-
mination to attend one of the confer-
ences held at the Florida Nature Culture
Center. I had heard people giving experi-
ences about how encouraging the con-
ferences were and I wanted to find out
for myself why these conferences were
so encouraging. Due to the movement in
Los Angeles, all of the conferences for
the summer were cancelled and activities
were geared toward Los Angeles. I
thought to myself that it would be nice
to get chosen to attend the culture festi-
val in Los Angeles; however, I did not
think too much about it. Life went on
and I continued to do my regular activi-
ties. When asked if I would be interested

in attending I said sure, but I didn’t real-
ly think that I would be chosen to repre-
sent Baltimore. When I was told that T
was chosen to go, I was so surprised. I
couldn’t believe that T was chosen. As
the days drew closer to Sept. 23, I still
could not believe that I was going to
California. As I was at Dulles
International Airport checking my bag-
gage, I still could not believe that I was
going to California. As the plane was
taking off the runway, I still could not
believe I was going to California. As I
was landing at the airport in Los
Angeles, I couldn’t believe I was IN
California.

First thing coming off the plane, we
were welcomed by screaming Los
Angeles members. And what I didn’t
know then was that the screaming Los
Angeles members were everywhere.
When we arrived at the hotel, there were
more members screaming. We went to
the Los Angeles Friendship Center, there
were more members screaming. When
we went to the Pasadena Convention

Believe

Center to see the culture festival per-
formance, there were more members
screaming to welcome us. It was such a
warm feeling. I have never felt so impor-
tant. Everywhere we went, people were
looking at us like Who are they? Where
did they come from? I even had a
chance to talk to people about the SGL
Because we were wearing ID tags, and
many people saw these people walking
around with different color tags around
their necks, a lot of people were curious
as to what group we belonged. Of
course this was a chance for me to prac-
tice up on my propagation skills, and I
did so.

The entire four days were encourag-
ing and I felt like T was in SGI utopia.
The performance was amazing and it
was a real eye opener for me. I cried
through the first 20 minutes of the per-
formance because the performances
were really touching. I know the guys
don’t want to mention it but they were
crying, too. No words can explain it. All
I can say is wait for the video. It helped

It

me to realize that one person CAN make
a difference by standing up for what one
believes in. Look at Martin Luther King.
He was one man and look what impact
he made to society. Look at Rosa Parks.
She was one woman and look what
impact she made to society. Mandela,
Malcolm X, Thomas Jefferson, Linus
Pauling, 2Pac Shakur, all have made
some type of impact on society and I
don’t think that any of them had the
Gohonzon. We have the Gohonzon, so
think about how much more of an
impact we can have on society. One per-
son can make a difference. WE can
make a difference.

President Ikeda says that he wants
the youth of the SGI-USA to lead the
21st century. I know that we have the
capability to do so. Why do you think
everyone wants to come into the United
States and capture the American Dream?
I believe we are already leading the 21st
Century. Listening to people’s experi-

(“Believe...” continued on page IV)
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ALIGN ALONG THE SPINE

People shared a
wealth of wisdom
with me this past
summer. I thought it
would be nifty to dis-
till some of their wis-
dom into a few pithy
paragraphs. Hence
comes a theme: Align
along the spine.(a sort
of chiropractic rap
lyric)

All of us struggle.
We struggle hard. It
seems as if being
young is a never-ending onslaught of trials and trips — stinging
relationships, money blues, self-hate, cancer, fears. What is the
point of all this pain?

The point is we are Bodhisattvas of the Earth. Look around
and see wars waged, congressional pettiness, violent video gam-
ing, greedy consumption of oil and soda pop and so on. Who’s
going to change all this?

We are. Bodhisattvas. We, because we struggle as others strug-
gle. We struggle and thus we relate to others. People will watch
us, will scrutinize our moves. When we struggle and win, they
will witness Buddhism in action.

The greatest episodes of this winning come when we are directly
involved with a unified peace effort. Take one such effort — the
recent Grand Culture Festival in L.A. Each of the 700 L.A. perform-
ers, 300 nationwide participants and hundreds of other American
youth faced their own individual hardships. But, these youth said
they emerged from that mystic campaign with amazing change in
their lives, change that echoed in their daily existence. They got great
grades, nailed new jobs, found treasured friendships, and more.

The actual script of the culture festival depicted an epic
drama. Throughout history humankind has drenched itself in a
flood of violence and tyranny, a flood which is at full surge in
present day, the dawn of the new century. But, it is here that the
youth will flat-out reject the bloody trend. We bodhisattvas enter
the world stage and come out kicking butt (non-violently, of
course — gentle kicks with soft-sole shoes). We march forth and
generate a new generation of culture. We slam on the brakes of
that speeding train called the Lesser Self and usher all disgrun-
tled passengers onto the great cruise ship Life and Peace —a big
ship with shiny mirrors and cool carpeting.

If we don’t stand up against evil, absolutely no one else will.
Decades from now, when today’s teens have turned into tomor-
row’s 50-year-olds, our current politicians will be retired or
deceased. One would think we’d then have a clean slate, but soci-
ety tends toward repeating itself. In a downward spiral, we find
ourselves approaching an extreme of, what former U.N. Secretary
General Boutros Boutros-Ghali terms, New Isolationism —a desti-
nation toward which we spiral with fierce momentum.

Changing this destiny will be brutal work, but that’s where
the splendor comes in. All of our struggles will serve as key
ingredients for success. Consider the Words of the Week in the
Sept. 21 Seikyo Shimbun:

by Shan Serfin,
SGI-USA Vice High School
Division Leader
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Problems are like textbooks

for learning about the Mystic Law.

Because we have problems,

We can understand the greatness of this Buddhism!

Getting a great job, polishing an attractive personality —
every aspect of winning in our daily life is guaranteed. When we
as individuals align along the spine of our unified movement, we
maximize our power to affect our own lives. It’s a precious
opportunity. In the next few months on into the next decade,
our SGI-USA joint effort is to stand strong against injustice. It'll
take guts. It'll take sweat. But, those who fight hard will come
away in total triumph. And total triumph is quite nice. ¥

Revitalization

A poem by San Francisco member Joshua Wolper, 18
(inspired by his experience during the Youth Grand Culture Festival)

We are tired.
Scared,
Vet, we are excited;

Excited of the unknown.
We anticipate the arrival.
Wait, wait.

I feel it.

Can you?

There is energy,

Hanging thick in the air.
Can you feel it?

It is seeping into my pores.
I feel the energy,

Like fresh, cold water on my face.
I am revived.

[ am tired no more.

I am thinking.

Pondering;

And out of the blue, emerged
The golden glowing

Light of red passionate:
Peace.

Peace, which serves the
Society.

Youth, of thundering applause
And smiling faces.

Happy, happy faces.

We are observing.

To catch a glimpse of unity,

Together,

Fighting for the universe.

We hear the echoes,

The resounding lub-dub of heartbeats.

Heartbeats; beating in each and every core
of us all,

And linking; joining in the flow, a con-
tinuous momentum.

Lub-dub, lub-dub.

The simultaneous rhythm

Of joy and hope.

Steady and strong.

We are receiving,

Accepting a responsibility.

Briefed on our mission

Through the sensation of the five senses.
But look deeper into the gift.

We are blessed with one more

Sense: the sense of mission.

We are energetic, smart
Observant and giving.

Yea’ we arise,

Emerge to touch the
Hollow souls,

And make them hopeful,

Hopeful once again. Y}
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Josh stands with poise at the site of SUA, Aliso Viejo.

(“Believe...” continued from page I1I)

ences and what people have overcome, I know
that we are capable young people waiting and
ready to tackle any obstacle that comes our way.
I want to thank everyone for allowing me to
have this experience and broaden my view on
what the SGI is working toward. This experi-
ence has shown me what kosen-rufu is all
about. It’s not about getting everyone to
become Buddhist, but enlightening everyone to
what it means to become happy and live in

peace. I think that it is amazing that the SGI
members have so much compassion for one
another. I now realize that you can go to anoth-
er state, or go to another country, meet an SGI
member and have that special bond with one
another and an instant friendship. This is an
experience I will never forget, and I hope that I
can carry that compassion and strength to
everyone I meet within and outside of the SGL
I am determined to become stronger in my
practice and as an individual. Thank you for
allowing me to share my experience. ¥

Shan keeps good company with five great bodhisattvas, (I-r) Tony, Diana, Vicky, Tim and Miklos.



