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LETTER FROM THE GENERAL DIRECTOR

SGI-USA
Establishes a
Scholarship 
Fund for SUA
Dear SGI-USA Members,

Thank you for your sincere efforts for kosen-rufu
throughout this important year as we prepare to welcome
the 21st century. I am thrilled to inform you that SGI-
USA has recently decided to establish the SGI-USA
Scholarship Fund to benefit Soka University of America
(SUA). Since the laying of the cornerstone on May 3, the
construction of the SUA campus in Aliso Viejo, Calif.,
has progressed rapidly. Soon this new edifice of human-
istic education will be completed and ready to open its
doors to bright, serious students.

The mission of SUA given to the students by the
school’s founder, Daisaku Ikeda, is “to foster a steady
stream of global citizens committed to living a contribu-
tive life.” In support of this mission statement, SUA has
adopted the following passage from SGI President
Ikeda’s address at the Rajiv Gandhi Foundation on Oct.
21, 1997, to reflect the values of SUA: “What our world
most requires now is the kind of education that fosters
love for humankind, that develops character, that pro-
vides an intellectual basis for the realization of peace and
empowers learners to contribute to and improve society.”

A scholarship fund for qualified students of SUA
will contribute significantly to this objective. To com-
memorate the anniversary of the Soka Gakkai’s founding
on Nov. 18, I invite you to participate in this first schol-
arship fund raising drive this November.

We look forward to this becoming a significant part
of our tradition each November.

I feel so fortunate that we have this precious oppor-
tunity to join President Ikeda in fulfilling his great dream
for SUA. Your contribution can be mailed directly to
SUA in an envelope you can receive from your district
during the month of November. In return, SUA will send
you a receipt as proof of your donation. Your sincere con-
tribution will be tax-deductible.

We are standing at the threshold of a new era of
kosen-rufu. Let’s join President Ikeda in creating SUA
and making it an era of victory for all humanity.

Thank you for your generous support. I am praying
for the happiness, health and prosperity of you and your
family.

Sincerely,

Fred M. Zaitsu
SGI-USA General Director

SGI’s Theme for 2000 Announced:

O
n Oct. 7 at the 38th Soka Gakkai Headquarters Leaders Meeting, the theme for 2000 was
announced: “Raising the Curtain on the 21st Century — The Year of Youth.” Next year,
our organization will be focused on encouraging the next generation of youth division
members. As SGI President Ikeda says in this issue: “The only way to succeed is to strive

to the end with sincerity, tenacity and unflagging spirit. This is the kind of person I want each of you
youth division members to become” (page 5).

Next year, the SGI will also celebrate these  important anniversaries: the 25th anniversary of the
SGI’s formation, Jan. 26; the 100th anniversary of second Soka Gakkai president Josei Toda’s birth,
Feb. 11; President Ikeda’s 40th anniversary of assuming the Soka Gakkai presidency, May 3, and be-
ginning his worldwide travels for peace, Oct. 2; and the 70th anniversary of the Soka Gakkai’s found-
ing, Nov. 18. President Ikeda declares in this issue: “We in the SGI will advance, burning with the
ideals of dedication, pursuit of truth, unity and creativity. Further, we solemnly promise to support
the brilliant advance of culture and education on into the 21st century” (page 5). WT

New titles by SGI Presi-
dent Ikeda and books on
Nichiren Daishonin’s

Buddhism written for the gen-
eral public are coming to your
neighborhood bookstore, na-
tional chains as well as the In-
ternet. These new books will be
published by Middleway Press,
a new division of SGI-USA
Publications. 

Until now, very few of Pres-
ident Ikeda’s books or books
introducing our philosophy
have been available outside of
our community center book-
stores. Interested readers have
sometimes found it difficult to
learn more about our philoso-
phy by going to their local li-
brary or bookstore because
most books in the Buddhism or
Eastern Philosophy sections
discuss Zen, Tibetan and other
forms of Buddhism — not
Nichiren Buddhism. 

The launch of Middleway

Press is de-
signed to
change all that.
Middleway will
release two
books in spring
2000. The first
is The Way of
Youth: Buddhist
Common Sense
on Handling
Life’s Problems
by President Ikeda, based on his
popular Discussions on Youth se-
ries, with new material added.
The second is The Buddha In
Your Mirror: Practical Bud-
dhism and the Search for Self, a
general guide to lasting happi-
ness based on the powerful teach-
ings of Nichiren Buddhism. 

Plans call for Middleway to
release two to four new books
each year. These books will not
be available through SGI-USA
bookstores or mail order but
only through traditional book 

retailers — which will actually 
make it easier for you to buy
them. When they become avail-
able, we hope you’ll ask your
local store for a copy (and one
for a friend). 

Children’s Books

SGI-USA has also launched
a children’s press, called Trea-
sure Tower Books. Coloring and
activity books, the Gosho for 

SGI-USA Launches New 
Publishing Ventures
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O
ne crucial
challenge
we face is
to clarify

who is correctly car-
rying on the heritage
of Nichiren Dai-
shonin’s Buddhism today, and what it
means to do so. While the priests of
Nichiren Shoshu disparage us, the or-
dinary practitioners of the SGI who are
struggling day and night to spread the
Daishonin’s Buddhism, they claim own-
ership of the Daishonin’s Buddhism by
virtue of status, ritual and formality. If
their view prevails, the spirit and energy
behind the worldwide spread of the Dai-
shonin’s teachings will die out. This will
amount to nothing other than losing the
heart of this Buddhism.

Nichiren Daishonin’s “Letter from
Sado” makes many points that apply di-
rectly to us today. The Daishonin, who
was enduring the persecution of being
exiled to the harsh island of Sado, en-
courages his disciples not to lose faith
in the face of any obstacles — that to
face great hardships and dedicate their
lives to the Lotus Sutra is the direct path
to attaining Buddhahood and achieving
kosen-rufu. The same is true today.

The spirit of this writing can guide
us in our renewed efforts to educate
people in the United States about the
truth of the Daishonin’s Buddhism.

Of prime impor-
tance is courage — the
courage to challenge
this issue with perse-
verance and fresh de-
termination. As the
Daishonin says in
“Letter From Sado”:
“Only by defeating a
powerful enemy can
one prove his real
strength. When an evil
ruler in consort with
heretical priests tries to
destroy true Buddhism
and banish a man of
wisdom, those with the
heart of a lion will
surely attain Buddha-
hood as Nichiren did”
(The Major Writings of
Nichiren Daishonin,
vol. 1, p. 35). For nine
years, we have been
dealing with this issue,
and we have made
great progress in edu-
cating people precisely
because we’ve been
courageous. 

But we cannot let up
now. We must summon
the courage and heart

of a lion to stay focused on this issue,
to maintain our resolve to educate oth-
ers and ourselves.

The time has come for us to make an-
other breakthrough with compassion,
courage and confidence —“the heart of
the lion” that the Daishonin is talking
about. The recent secessions of temples
from Nichiren Shoshu in Japan and the
increasing desperation with which the
temple is misrepresenting evidence in
the midst of the Seattle Incident trial,
point to a significant change in the times.

The Daishonin also emphasizes the
importance of understanding the time:
“Even a word or phrase of true Bud-
dhism will lead one to the path of en-
lightenment, if it suits the times and the
capacity of the people. Even though
one may study a thousand sutras and ten
thousand doctrines, he cannot attain
Buddhahood, should those teachings
not fit the times and the people’s ca-
pacity” (Ibid.).

Some temple members are express-
ing doubts about what they see going
on in the temple. At first, many of them
were motivated to join the temple sim-
ply thinking they were pursuing the
path of correct faith because priests
were leading them. But they never
imagined that their SGI friends would
be excommunicated twice, that they
would be asked to worship the high
priest, that the Grand Main Temple
would be destroyed and, most recently,
that the high priest’s doubt in the va-
lidity of the Dai-Gohonzon would be
revealed. As a result, many temple
members are having second thoughts
and are more open to dialogue with us
than they ever have been.The times

have changed.
At the same time, SGI-USA has ma-

tured greatly over the last few years. We
are not the same organization they left. 

The Daishonin is encouraging us to
have a correct understanding of the peo-
ple’s hearts. SGI President Ikeda con-
firmed this recently saying we should
proceed in a manner appropriate to
America, in a way that Americans can
feel comfortable with. America is dif-
ferent in many ways from Japan. We, the
American members, must chart our own
path toward accomplishing kosen-rufu
in this country. Our members are eager
to protect and propagate this Buddhism
with new ideas and in new ways. They
want to try things that have not been
tried yet. We continue to strive to unite,
listen to one another’s ideas, wrack our
brains and search our hearts for the best
American strategy. And it has to be
rooted firmly in mutual respect.

The Daishonin continues: “Nei-
ther non-Buddhists nor the ene-
mies of Buddhism can destroy

the Buddha’s True Law, but the Bud-
dha’s disciples definitely can. As the
sutra says, a parasite in the lion’s bow-
els will devour the lion” (Ibid.). Our or-
ganization will unite and triumph when
genuine warmth and kindness pervade
it. In this sense, the “parasite in the
lion’s bowels” is any trace of coldness
in our organization.

In one of Aesop’s fables, the sun and
wind have a competition to see who is
stronger. They see a traveler wearing a
coat, and both try to get him to take his
coat off. The cold north wind blows try-
ing to rip the coat off, but the traveler only

pulls his coat tighter around himself.
The sun wins, by shining warmly on

the traveler, making him relaxed and
comfortable. He takes his coat off due
to the warmth.

Several years ago, talking about soft
power, SGI President Ikeda com-
mented on this story: “The sun of
friendship must first rise in the sky. As
long as the cold north wind of criticism
and reproach blows, people will never
remove the cloak that shields their
hearts; in fact, they will only clutch it
closer to them.”

The key to victory for SGI-USA —
indeed, the entire human race — is, then,
friendship. It is the warmth of the sun.

Our constant challenge as human be-
ings is to be warm to one another — to
be warm to our friends and families, and
the temple members. This is my inter-
pretation of what President Ikeda has re-
cently described as “tenacious kindness.”

The sun comes up every day, sharing
its warmth with all. Our warmth and
kindness, too, should be shared equally
and liberally. But to share it, we cannot
be passive. We need the courage to chant
daimoku, speak and act for the sake of
others, even if they do not at first ap-
preciate our concern. This is what it
means to have the “heart of a lion.”

After all, the real purpose of the Bud-
dha’s advent lies in the Buddha’s be-
havior as a human being. If our behav-
ior toward others — including those
under the influence of the temple — is
warm, eventually they too will “remove
their coats” and return to us. In the end,
this sun-like warmth and friendship
will ensure our victory in American
kosen-rufu. WT
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A New E-mailer From SGI-USA

Introducing 
the Justice Chronicle

Subscribe to the Justice Chronicle and receive the latest news
about the temple issue every week.

The Justice Chronicle is a free, weekly e-mailer for World Tribune subscribers
about the temple issue. Its purpose is to support SGI-USA’s ongoing education
campaign about this issue in the timeliest fashion possible.

The Justice Chronicle will feature the latest temple issue news, SGI President
Ikeda’s recent guidance about the issue and study articles explaining the differ-
ence between Nichiren Daishonin’s Buddhism and what the temple is teaching.

To subscribe to the Justice Chronicle, just follow these three easy steps:
1) Open a new e-mail message
2) Enter to: ListManager@sgi-usa.org
3) Enter message text: SUBSCRIBE chronicle

You’ll receive a confirmation message and then a new issue every week!

BY GREG MARTIN
ASSISTANT PUBLISHER

EDITORIAL



BY JOANNE TACHIBANA
PRESIDENT, UNA–HAWAII DIVISION

This Oct. 24, the world will com-
memorate the 54th anniversary
of the founding of the United Na-

tions. As a Non-governmental Organi-
zation (NGO), the United Nations As-
sociation (UNA)–USA annually
commemorates this auspicious occa-
sion. Here in Hawaii, as one of 177
UNA–USA chapters nationwide, we
will join in this celebration. (Note: the
UNA–USA is the nation’s largest for-
eign policy organization, building pub-
lic support for constructive leadership
in a more effective United Nations.)

In recognition of the unprecedented
aging of populations taking place
throughout the world and the chal-
lenges it poses to communities at local,
regional and global levels, the United
Nations General Assembly declared

2000 as the “International Year of Older
Persons.” Building on the theme of “a
society for all ages,” the year has been
dedicated to work to advance the
United Nations Principles for Older
Persons adopted by the Assembly in
1991: Independence, Participation,
Care, Self-fulfillment and Dignity.

The UNA hosted its annual U.N. Day
celebration in New York, where the
contribution of Astronaut John Glenn
as a consummate “older American”
embodying the highest principles of
older persons was honored and recog-
nized. I was privileged to share our
ALOHA spirit with Astronaut Glenn by
presenting him with a lei from Hawaii.
It brought a big smile and warm re-
sponse. He said, “Hawaii is very beau-
tiful from out in space.”

In September, I participated in my
first United Nations NGO meeting—a
gathering of over 700 NGOs from all

over the world to hear
from the many experts
that make up the
United Nations and its
agencies. We made
new friends among the
NGOs and shared in-
formation. The assem-
bly was opened with
addresses from by Sec-
retary General Kof i
Annan and Queen
Noor of Jordan.

As an elected mem-
ber of the UNA–USA’s
national regional steer-
ing committee at the
National Headquarters
in New York, I partici-
pate in goal setting for
the national organiza-
tion, where I am privi-
leged to work with ded-
icated leaders who
volunteer like myself to
further the cause of the
Uni ted  Nat ions .
Though not a perfect
o rg a n i z a t i o n ,  t h e
United Nations stands as the only
global forum for international dia-
logue. Sometimes it is difficult at the
local level to stimulate interest in in-
ternational issues because of economic
and social conditions prevailing in
Hawaii’s community, but I look to the
inspiration of SGI President Ikeda, who
annually sends a message of peace to
the General Assembly! This helps me
renew my commitment to work with
fellow UNA members to foster the
cause of the United Nations. One of
our great challenges is to move the
United States Congress to pay the $1.8
billion long-standing debt to the United
Nations!

This year, my division was at a cross-
roads with dwindling membership and
participation on the board. The national
director joined us for a strategic plan-

ning session and Hawaii’s UNA is on
course for the 21st century!

As the century comes to a close, the
United Nations has declared 2000 and
beyond as the decade of the Culture of
Peace, hopeful that the new millennium
can bring us out of the dark and violent
times that marked the 20th century. I am
hopeful. WT
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Correction: In the Sept. 17 article
“How Does the SGI’s Stance Toward
Nichiren Shoshu Accord With Our
Stated Religious Tolerance?” (page 2),
references to the SGI Charter’s Pream-
ble should have been to the SGI Char-
ter (as a whole). You can see the SGI
Charter at the SGI-USA Web site,
www.sgi-usa.org.

Celebrating the 54th Anniversary of the United Nations

Joanne Tachibana (far right) at the UNA-USA Headquarters in New York attending the Council
of Chapters and Division Presidents regional steering committee meeting.

Astronaut John Glenn signs autographs at UNA’s annual U.N. Day
celebration in New York.

Photo by JOANNE TACHIBANA



SGI President Ikeda’s speech on the
conferment of an honorary professor-
ship from China’s Northeastern Uni-
versity at a Soka Gakkai Youth Division
General Meeting, held at the Tokyo
Makiguchi Memorial Hall in Hachioji,
July 24.

I
thank all of you for coming today
to participate in this meeting de-
spite the hot weather.Socrates
said, “Do not regard...living or

anything else as more important than
justice.” Our movement for kosen-rufu
is a struggle of the utmost justice.

Napoleon had the maxim “There is
no friend more dangerous than a fool.”
It is just as he says. Has it not been fool-
ish individuals who have caused great
trouble and strife for the SGI?

My young friends do not be foolish.
Be wise, sound friends.

Napoleon’s mother once said that
never giving in to adversity is the hall-
mark of true nobility and dignity. I wish
to assert that this indomitable attitude is
the essence of faith, of life, and of the SGI.

The finals for the Women’s World
Cup were held in Los Angeles on July
10. It was a closely contested game be-

tween the women’s soccer teams of
China and the United States. The game
was ultimately decided through penalty
kicks: America won the championship
by one goal with China coming in as
runner-up. Spectators in the stadium
and TV viewers around the world ap-
plauded this magnificent match. The
media reported that China’s President
Jiang Zemin and U.S. President Bill
Clinton exchanged messages com-
mending the performances of each
other’s national team.

The People’s Republic of China,
which this year celebrates the 50th an-
niversary of its founding, has shown
impressive prowess in sports as in many
other areas. In the most recent Olympic
Games, Chinese athletes took home no
fewer than 50 medals.

Who do you suppose was China’s
first Olympic athlete, who opened up
this golden age in Chinese sports? It
was in fact a student of Northeastern
University — representatives of which
are present today — by the name of Liu
Changchun. At age 22, Liu intrepidly
took his place at the Tenth Olympiad,
held in Los Angeles in 1932. With a
time of 10.7 seconds in the men’s 100
meters, he was hailed as one of the 10
fastest sprinters in the world.

At the time, the Japanese army had
overrun northeastern China, establish-
ing there the puppet state Manchukuo.
It was also in this region that the Japan-
ese military engaged in its heinous
“strategic bombing” campaign, the first
in history. They indiscriminately
bombed entire cities, not limiting the
attacks to military targets.

The Japanese army also occupied the
campus of Northeastern University [in
what was then the city of Mukden, now
Shenyang, capital of China’s Liaoning
Province]. In an attempt to gain legiti-
macy for the puppet state, the Japanese
army schemed to use Liu, a student of
this university, having him represent
Manchukuo at the Olympics.

But the youth steadfastly refused. “I
will never become a slave to Japanese
power!” he declared, burning with in-
dignation. “No matter how they might
try to threaten or induce me, I will not
waver in my stance! I will never be-
come a traitor!” At the opening cere-
mony in Los Angeles on July 30, 1932,
Liu Changchun proudly entered the
Olympic stadium as the only athlete
representing China.

With the students of Northeastern
University as their nucleus, the young
people of northeastern China united in
the cause of justice. And their resis-
tance to fascism created a ripple effect
of like-minded action across the globe.

I extend a hearty welcome to President
He Jicheng and the other visiting faculty
of Northeastern University. Thank you
for undertaking such a long journey.

From its founding in 1923, North-
eastern University has developed into
a world-renowned “bulwark of science
and capable people,” which has become
a driving force behind the construction
and development of the new China. It
is a fine institution, among the first to
be designated “one of the hundred most
important universities for the 21st cen-
tury” by the Chinese government.

I wish at all costs to adorn our de-

parture into the new century with eter-
nal friendship established between
Japan and China. This is the only sure
path for the peace and stability of Japan.
Solemnly committed to this aim, I
humbly accept the title of honorary pro-
fessor from the distinguished Chinese
university — an honor that I share with
my youthful successors gathered here
today. Thank you very much. 

Dr. He was one of the first students
to be sent abroad to study by the Chi-
nese government as part of its “reform
and liberation policy.” He came to Japan
and did graduate research at the Uni-
versity of Nagoya. And I know for a fact
that he was commended by the Chinese
government as one of the outstanding
representatives of the Chinese students
studying abroad who were making im-
portant contributions to China.

Attending this meeting today are also
students from Cuba and Sri Lanka who
are studying at Soka University. They
will shortly be returning home, having
completed their year of study here.

I know that you, our foreign students,
have worked very hard, and I appreci-
ate your efforts. I will continue to pray
throughout my life for your good health
and successful endeavors.

In the early years of this century,
Tsunesaburo Makiguchi, founder of
value-creating education and f irst
Soka Gakkai president, taught at the
Kobun Gakuin, a school in Tokyo for
Chinese students. In his classes, he
lectured on his original theory of the
influence of geography on human life
and society. Mr. Makiguchi, then still
a young man, had a profound respect
and admiration for China.

Even as Japan embarked on its war

against China in the late 1930s, Mr.
Makiguchi kept striving to make Japan-
ese youth aware of the greatness of the
Chinese people and their culture. And,
as you all know, he died in prison as a
result of his staunch opposition to the
Japanese military powers, who were
perpetrating a war of aggression
throughout Asia and the Pacific.

The spirit of the Soka Gakkai is none
other than a spirit of great justice. 

Those who strive to learn will
constantly grow and develop.

Dr. He’s area of expertise is metal-
lurgy [the science and technology of
metals]. He is a leading scientist, who
has the distinction of being the first per-
son in China to earn a doctorate in the
study of metallurgic reaction processes.

Those who study and strive to learn
are constantly growing and develop-
ing; their hearts are rich. People who
continually seek to acquire new knowl-
edge and understanding are life’s ulti-
mate victors.

From ancient times, China prided itself
on possessing the most advanced iron
manufacturing technology in the world.
This technology is among the many
things that Japan acquired from China.

Nichiren Daishonin writes: “Iron,
when heated in the flames and pounded,
becomes a fine sword. Wise men and
saints are tested by abuse” (The Major
Writings of Nichiren Daishonin, vol. 1,
p. 38). People of great character are fre-
quently envied, maligned and attacked.

Through weathering such trials, we
can cultivate a self as strong as steel —
a self impervious to all harms. When we
calmly view things from this stand-
point, we need not fear anything.
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The United States’ Joy Fawcett (14) attempts a shot on goal at China’s Jie Bai during the Women’s
World Cup Final at the Rose Bowl in Pasadena, Calif., July 10.

United States’ Tiffeny Milbrett (16) fends off
China’s Ying Liu (13) during the Women’s
World Cup Final at the Rose Bowl in
Pasadena, Calif., July 10.

SGI PRESIDENT IKEDA’S JULY 24 SPEECH

Our Struggle Is for Justice
SGI President Ikeda explains that ‘our movement for kosen-rufu is a struggle of the utmost justice.’

AP/WIDE WORLD PHOTOS
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When we join forces with people
of different dispositions and
personalities, we bring forth
strength we didn’t know we had.

A little earlier, I accepted from our
Chinese guests some commemorative
items that were made of a premium ti-
tanium alloy developed by Northeast-
ern University’s metallurgical research
institute. I express my profound grati-
tude for these sincere gifts. Also, I pro-
pose that these items be included
among the treasures of Soka University.

Titanium alloy is strong, lightweight
and highly resistant to corrosion. Many
have hopes for it being a basic material
of future civilization. Today, titanium
alloy is used in spaceships and rockets.

When an alloy is made from titanium
through the addition of other elements
such as aluminum, the unique proper-
ties inherent to titanium are brought
out and enhanced to the fullest, pro-
ducing a metal that is even stronger
than titanium itself. Similarly, in human
society, when we join forces with peo-
ple of different dispositions and per-
sonalities, we can bring forth new and
often unexpected strength and poten-
tial. This is a key point.

What is vital in these confused,
chaotic times in which we live? We
need a solid philosophy and sense of
purpose that boldly focuses and directs
everything toward the happiness of the
people. We also need good friends.
Those who have friends with whom
they can share common ideals and as-
pirations possess limitless strength.

Working to benefit others and
society is like climbing a steep
mountain.

The city of Shenyang, where North-
eastern University is located, was also
the scene of a major battle during the
Russo–Japanese War of 1904–05.
Many innocent Chinese civilians were
caught up in this conflict and became
victims of the war between these two
foreign powers. Six years after the at-
tack on Shenyang, a young teenager was
brought to the devastated battlefield by
a friend’s grandfather. The old man, his
heart filled with bitter memories, told
the youth: “What I regret most of all is
that we were powerless to do anything
as they trampled over our beloved coun-
try! We look to you young people to
stand up to see that justice is done.”

That youth was the young Zhou
Enlai, future premier of China, who
spent three years during his teens in
Shenyang. Zhou stayed true throughout
his life to the determinations he made
in his youth.

Already, 25 years have passed since
my meeting with Premier Zhou. Al-
though he was seriously ill at the time,
his eyes had a youthful blaze, shining
with great passion.

Leading a frivolous, self-centered
and irresponsible existence might seem
comfortable and carefree. To use an al-
legory, it is like relaxing at the foothills
of a mountain. In contrast, actively ded-
icating our lives to a great teaching and
working to benefit others and society
is like climbing a steep mountain. There

will be storms, obstacles and sheer
cliffs along the way. Such a life is a
succession of win-or-lose struggles that
will not permit the least carelessness. 

The only way to succeed is to
strive to the end with sincerity,
tenacity and unflagging spirit.

What was one of the pseudonyms
that Premier Zhou used while engaged
in his transcendent struggle to construct
a new China? It was Bi Cheng, which
literally means certain success. “The
final leg of our journey will most likely
be fraught with difficulties more painful
than any that we have experienced so
far,” he said. “But we simply have to
overcome them.” This is truly well said. 

Once we have embarked on an en-
terprise, we must have a firm resolve to
see it through to the finish. We must not
become discouraged, lose heart or give
up along the way. Nor should we let our-
selves be carried away by emotion or
become consumed by strategy.

The only way to succeed is to strive
to the end with sincerity, tenacity and
unflagging spirit. This is the kind of
person I want each of you youth divi-
sion members to become.

The school song of Northeastern
University, which has been sung
through many a dauntless spiritual
struggle, goes in part:

With love for our alma mater,
Love for our hometown,
Love for our country,
And love for humankind,
We hope to finally achieve
The goal of world peace.
If we should have such an 

important mission,
How can we help but exert ourselves 

vigorously?

Last year, Northeastern University,
which has produced more than 120,000
outstanding graduates — each one pos-
sessing an important mission —
marked its glorious 75th anniversary.
The Soka University students and I ex-
tend our heartfelt wishes for the eternal
prosperity of your venerable university.

Next year, the year 2000, will mark
the 70th anniversary of the Soka
Gakkai’s founding as well as the cen-
tennial of second Soka Gakkai presi-
dent Josei Toda’s birth. And, on a per-
sonal note, next year it will be 40 years
since my inauguration as third Soka
Gakkai president. It will also be the
25th anniversary of the SGI’s founding.

The British historian Arnold Toyn-
bee expressed in our dialogue that East
Asia, and China in particular, would
lead the way in ushering in the dawn of
an age of peace for global human soci-
ety. Joining hands with the faculty and
students of Northeastern University,
which is like a morning sun embody-
ing this hope, we in the SGI will ad-
vance, burning with the ideals of ded-
ication, pursuit of truth, unity and
creativity. Further, we solemnly
promise to support the brilliant advance
of culture and education on into the
21st century. 

Thank you very much! WT
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kids, picture books, board books and
books for early readers are all on the
schedule to be published in the next
few years. At f irst, Treasure Tower
Books will focus on filling the need of
our members’ children by teaching in
fun ways the philosophy and practice
of Nichiren Daishonin’s Buddhism.
By collaborating with the Boys and
Girls Group nationwide, Treasure
Tower Books plans to fill a major need
and help support the growth of our
most precious youth. Future plans in-
clude producing books for the general
public as well.

Look for our first two coloring/activ-
ity books coming out in late November,
just in time for the holiday season.

Books for the Practitioner

World Tribune Press, which has re-

cently published For Today and To-
morrow: Daily Encouragement, has
been publishing books for more than 30
years. Under the World Tribune Press
imprint that tradition continues as we
publish books aimed at an audience
more familiar with the philosophy and
terminology of our practice. Upcoming
titles include Faith Into Action:
Thoughts on Selected Topics by
Daisaku Ikeda (released this week), A
Youthful Diary by President Ikeda and
Wisdom of the Lotus Sutra, the dialogue
on the Lotus Sutra currently being se-
rialized in Living Buddhism.

For more information, comments
or ideas, please contact Dave McNeill
at the SGI-USA Publications, 606
Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica, 
CA 90406; 310-260-8934; or 
dmcneill@sgi-usa.org.

— DAVE McNEILL, Managing Editor, 
Book Publishing

TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION MEETINGS

Great Character
From This Speech:
Nichiren Daishonin writes: “Iron, when heated in the flames and pound-
ed, becomes a fine sword. Wise men and saints are tested by abuse”
(The Major Writings of Nichiren Daishonin, vol. 1, p. 38). People of great
character are frequently envied, maligned and attacked.Through weath-
ering such trials, we can cultivate a self as strong as steel — a self
impervious to all harms. When we calmly view things from this stand-
point, we need not fear anything.

1. Why do you think “wise men and saints are tested by abuse”?
2. Do you think that being “envied, maligned and attacked” can help people 

develop their character?
3. What does a “self as strong as steel” mean to you?
4. What experiences that you’ve been through have made you a stronger 

person?
5. President Ikeda says that becoming stronger helps us overcome our 

fears. What fears are you trying to face right now? How do you think 
becoming stronger will help you win?

Read the WT E-mail Express
It’s the Quickest Way To Get 

SGI President Ikeda’s Guidance
The WT E-mail Express is a free, weekly e-mailer for
World Tribune subscribers. It features excerpts from
President Ikeda’s new speeches, essays and dia-
logues, as well as previews of other upcoming World
Tribune articles.

To subscribe to the WT E-mail Express, just follow these three
easy steps:

1) Open a new e-mail message

2) Enter to: ListManager@sgi-usa.org

3) Enter message text: SUBSCRIBE wtexpress

You’ll receive a confirmation message and then a new issue every week!

FROM PUBLISHING, 1



BY MARGIE HALL
MANAGING EDITOR

The 45th Central Executive Con-
ference convened Sept. 26 at the
SGI Plaza in Santa Monica,

Calif., with approximately 75 nation-
wide representatives from 27 regions
attending. 

General Director Fred Zaitsu wel-
comed everyone with a report on his trip
to Japan last month for the SGI Youth
Training Course. Sharing SGI President
Ikeda’s recent guidance, Mr. Zaitsu re-
lated: “Let’s take good care of our mem-
bers. Neither doctrine nor speeches will
capture people’s hearts. Kindness toward
others is what really matters. As Presi-
dent Ikeda stated: ‘Buddhism is win or
lose. In this important realm of supreme
good against the most extreme evil, no
battle can be fought halfway.’ With the
spirit of a lion king, we should exert our
full effort. This is the kind of spirit and
action that is required at this time. Study
of Nichiren Daishonin’s teachings is also
vital. President Ikeda said it is especially
important to use the Gosho in our efforts.
I sincerely hope our members can joy-
fully carry out expansion activities and
enjoy discussion meetings in the final
quarter of this year.”

During the conference, national
women’s leader Wendy Clark empha-
sized the importance of heartfelt dia-
logue and home visits to ensure success
in the upcoming general meetings that
will be held throughout the country to
commemorate Nov. 18, the founding of
the Soka Gakkai. It was suggested that
large districts hold these gatherings at
the group level.

In town for an extended stay in the
United States, SGI General Director Ei-
ichi Wada and SGI Vice Women’s
Leader Yumiko Hachiya also attended
the CEC. Mrs. Hachiya shared her per-
sonal experiences regarding introduc-
ing this practice to an acquaintance and
having successful, meaningful dia-
logues with a member in the temple or-
ganization. Foremost in her talk was her

encouragement for all to continue in our
efforts with a positive outlook and em-
bracing each individual with sincerity. 

Mr. Wada focused on the importance
of supporting and raising the youth. He
also emphasized that the strength of the
Soka Gakkai lies in a person’s charac-
ter and an all-embracing approach.
One’s depth of character is determined
by daimoku, he said. People who gain
respect from others are individuals
whose practice is strong, whose prayer
is deep, whose guidance is clear and
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Final Quarter’s Focus on Discussion Meeting Participation

Schedule of Conferences at the Florida Nature and
Culture Center for the Remainder of 1999

Nov. 11–14
Youth Division Conference (a joint YMD and YWD conference; ages 18

and up); coordinated by young men’s leader James Herrmann and young
women’s leader Renu Jiandani.

Nov. 18–21
Conference on the Mentor and Disciple Relationship; coordinators to be

announced.

Dec. 9–12
3rd Stage of Life Conference #4 (English and Japanese languages); 

coordinated by vice general directors Kazue Elliot and David Kasahara.

The Winning Life
NowAvailable inSpanish andChinese
The bestselling 
introduction to the 
philosophy and practice 
of the SGI-USA is now 
available in both 
Spanish and Chinese. 
This easy-to-read booklet 
is the perfect tool for 
introducing your 
Spanish- or Chinese-
speaking friends to 
the benefits of practice.
Spanish   M/O #0106    $1.00     
Chinese   M/O # 0107   $1.00
Now available at SGI-USA Bookstores 
or via mail order: 1-800-626-1313.

whose sense of direction for kosen-rufu
is strong.

A highlight of the CEC was a report
given by Dave McNeill, managing ed-
itor of book publishing in the SGI-USA
Publications Center. He announced the
launching of Middleway Press, a new
division of SGI-USA Publications, and
Treasure Tower Books, SGI-USA’s
children’s press (see story, page 1). Cur-
rently available at community center
bookstores or by mail order are the
“Winning in Life” pamphlet in Span-
ish and in Chinese; and For Today and
Tomorrow, a book of daily encourage-
ment from President Ikeda. Next
month, the much-anticipated one-vol-
ume compilation of the Daishonin’s

teachings — which contains all seven
volumes of The Major Writings of
Nichiren Daishonin — will be in SGI
bookstores. Upcoming projects include
publishing Faith Into Action (a book of
excerpts from President Ikeda’s guid-
ance by subject); A Youthful Diary and
an inspirational date book for 2000
called Dawn of the Century of Life.

For the year 2000, SGI-USA’s
quarterly focus will continue to be
propagation promotion in December,
January and February; contribution
efforts in March, April and May; the
promotion of publications in June,
July and August; and district meeting
participation in September, October
and November. WT
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Nationwide representatives meet for the 45th Central Executive Conference in Santa Monica, Calif.



In this essay, SGI President
Ikeda explains that ‘in the SGI
organization, the district is the
foundation of eternal victory
and a base for people’s
happiness. The district is the
True Land of kosen-rufu and of
attaining Buddhahood in this
lifetime.’

Little snail,
When did you arrive
At my feet?
— Issa (Japanese Haiku poet)

Slow but sure progress, one
step at a time, is the
mother of outstanding

victory. Mahatma Gandhi knew
this important truth when he
said, “Good travels at a snail’s
pace.”

Once I was looking through
the issue of a magazine I had
contributed an essay to, when I
spotted an article by Japanese
novelist Fuyuji Domon about
the “Thousand-man Force of
Hachioji.” Whenever I see the
name Hachioji, I think imme-
diately of Soka University,
which I founded there, as well
as of my beloved fellow mem-
bers in Hachioji.

I remember being drawn into
the article by seeing the name
Hachioji.

The Thousand-man Force of
Hachioji was originally called
the Thousand-man Constabu-
lary of Hachioji. It was a group
of samurai retainers that the
Tokugawa government posted
in farm villages around Ha-
chioji soon after the shogun
Tokugawa Ieyasu first set up his
new capital in Edo, present-day
Tokyo. The retainers were under
the direct command of the Toku-
gawa government, and as there
were a thousand of them, they
were given the name the Thou-
sand-man Constabulary.

The Tokugawa government
gave these samurai land, which
they farmed. Their duty in re-
turn was to rise up to protect
Edo should it ever be threat-
ened. Thus, they kept up mili-
tary practice, so they would al-
ways be prepared to do so.

Their loyalty to the Toku-
gawa government was strong,
and they passed their allegiance
on from father to son, genera-
tion to generation — right up
until the fall of the Tokugawa
military government, in fact, al-
most three centuries later. I was
deeply impressed by their mag-
nificent devotion.

Mr. Domon made a sharp ob-
servation. He wrote: “I believe
that one source of the strong
loyalty of these people to the
Tokugawa was their deep at-
tachment to the land. Those

who went to the big cities were
fickle-hearted. When some-
thing happened, they were
quick to make excuses or to
flee. But these retainers who
were strongly rooted in the land
did not behave that way. That is
the true Edo spirit.”

I understand this spirit very
well, for I have seen many indi-
viduals who, lacking a solid
base for their Gakkai activities,
ultimately veered from the path
of mentor and disciple. They
ended up losing their essential
direction in life.

To be rooted in the earth means
to have a solid foundation.

The Japanese expression
issho kenmei, which means to
exert one’s utmost, was origi-
nally written with different
characters meaning to defend
one’s place with one’s life. This
came from the tradition of the
samurai warrior to defend his
fief with his life.

To defend one’s place against
all odds, even at the risk of one’s
life…. To be rooted in one’s re-
gion and to triumph there….
Such earnest commitment is the
formula for ultimate victory.

The Lotus Sutra describes
this strife-filled saha world as
the True Land where the Bud-
dha has always dwelled. No
matter where, the place where
you decide to work for kosen-
rufu is the Land of Eternally
Tranquil Light, f illed with
glory and victory. It is the place
you have chosen from the infi-
nite past.

In the SGI organization, the
district is the foundation of eter-
nal victory and a base for peo-
ple’s happiness. The district is
the True Land of kosen-rufu

and of attaining Buddhahood in
this lifetime. To shun it is to lose
sight of the place for one’s true
mission in this world.

The pillars of the district are
the district leaders. No one
could be nobler than these men
and women who are devoting
themselves earnestly to our
multifaceted SGI activities on
the very front lines of the kosen-
rufu movement. I have no doubt
that they would be praised by the
Daishonin and that they are
being protected by the Buddhas
and bodhisattvas throughout the
10 directions—the protective
functions of the universe.

When I was young, I, too,
was active in the district, serv-
ing as a group young men’s di-
vision leader and later as a dis-
trict leader of Omori District in
Tokyo’s Kamata Chapter. This
was around the time when Mr.
Toda took office as the second
Soka Gakkai president in 1951.

My wife, also, for a time after
we were married, served as a
group women’s division leader
and later took on the additional
position of district women’s di-
vision vice leader. Each group
at this time consisted of several
units, so a group women’s divi-
sion leader was equivalent to
our district women’s division
leader today.

Michiko Hagiwara, who was
then a young women’s division
member, has reminisced of my
wife during those days. She
says: “When she was young,
Mrs. Ikeda used to bring her lit-
tle boy along with her when she
carried out propagation activi-
ties or gave personal guidance.
Many people were so im-
pressed by her spirit that they

were inspired with fresh re-
solve. That little boy was her el-
dest son, Hiromasa, who is now
working on the front lines of the
movement for kosen-rufu as a
Soka Gakkai vice president.
Mrs. Ikeda would accompany
me when I wanted to introduce
my friends to Buddhism, and
she would come over to see me
whenever I had some problem
or was upset. She was always
ready with a smile and warm
encouragement. She was a true
safe harbor for me, always there
with comfort and good advice
when I was struggling or having
a hard time.”

My wife has always believed
that our fellow Soka Gakkai
members are precious family
and we must never let even one
of them suffer misfortune.

Back in those days, there was
a youth division leader who was
disliked by all. Once he com-
plained that such positions as
district leader and district vice
leader were too far beneath him
to accept. His fellow members
reproached him for his arro-
gance, asking him if the pur-
pose of his faith was only to
gain positions and titles.

But his faith was not
grounded in reality. In the end,
he gave it up and lived a sad,
lonely life. It is as the Daisho-
nin writes: “Even a tree that has
grown up in place may fall over
if its roots are weak” (The
Major Writings of Nichiren
Daishonin, vol. 6, p.109).

In the Nirvana Sutra,
Shakyamuni urges his follow-
ers to “depend upon the Law,
not upon persons.” The Law is
the basis of faith, and the orga-
nization dedicated to widely
propagating that Law for all
eternity is the SGI. Doing ac-
tivities in the organization,
therefore, makes for a life cen-
tered on kosen-rufu, a life that
accords with the True Law.

The Daishonin writes, “I en-
trust you with the propagation
of Buddhism in your province”
(MW-5, 151). If we understand
“your province” as “your dis-
trict,” we realize the important
mission of the district leaders. 

Vibrant, vigorous activities
at the district level speed up the
process of kosen-rufu. Those
who are engaged in those ac-
tivities will accumulate infinite
benefit and good fortune and
be forever caressed by the
breezes of happiness.

I pray earnestly for your vic-
tory, happiness and health!
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Northwest District meets at the home of Jean Larson in Toivola, Mich. The
district is part of Great Lakes West Chapter in Wisconsin/Western Upper
Peninsula Area in Chicago Region #2.
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Now Available
M/O #: 0135/ $12.95

A collection of excerpts by DAISAKU IKEDA,
conveniently arranged by subjects frequently requested by members.

Looking for the perfect quote to encourage yourself or a freind?
Preparing for a meeting and need the right guidance?

Find it here!

SGI-USA Mail Order Center: 8811 Aviation Blvd., Inglewood, CA 90301 
Phone Order: 800-626-1313 / email: sgiusamoc@aol.com
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