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LETTER FROM THE GENERAL DIRECTOR

SGI-USA
Establishes a

Scholarship
Fund for SUA

Dear SGI-USA Members,

Thank you for your sincere efforts for kosen-rufu
throughout this important year as we prepare to welcome
the 21st century. I am thrilled to inform you that SGI-
USA has recently decided to establish the SGI-USA
Scholarship Fund to benefit Soka University of America
(SUA). Since the laying of the cornerstone on May 3, the
construction of the SUA campus in Aliso Viejo, Calif.,
has progressed rapidly. Soon this new edifice of human-
istic education will be completed and ready to open its
doors to bright, serious students.

The mission of SUA given to the students by the
school’s founder, Daisaku Ikeda, is “to foster a steady
stream of global citizens committed to living a contribu-
tive life.” In support of this mission statement, SUA has
adopted the following passage from SGI President
Ikeda’s address at the Rajiv Gandhi Foundation on Oct.
21, 1997, to reflect the values of SUA: “What our world
most requires now is the kind of education that fosters
love for humankind, that develops character, that pro-
vides an intellectual basis for the realization of peace and
empowers learners to contribute to and improve society.”

A scholarship fund for qualified students of SUA
will contribute significantly to this objective. To com-
memorate the anniversary of the Soka Gakkai’s founding
on Nov. 18, I invite you to participate in this first schol-
arship fund raising drive this November.

We look forward to this becoming a significant part
of our tradition each November.

I feel so fortunate that we have this precious oppor-
tunity to join President Ikeda in fulfilling his great dream
for SUA. Your contribution can be mailed directly to
SUA in an envelope you can receive from your district
during the month of November. In return, SUA will send
you a receipt as proof of your donation. Your sincere con-
tribution will be tax-deductible.

We are standing at the threshold of a new era of
kosen-rufu. Let’s join President lkeda in creating SUA
and making it an era of victory for all humanity.

Thank you for your generous support. I am praying
for the happiness, health and prosperity of you and your
family.

Sincerely,

Fred M. Zaitsu
SGI-USA General Director

SGI’s Theme for 2000 Announced:

'RAISING THE CURTAI
ON THE 21st CENTURY-
THE YEAR OF YOUTH*

n Oct. 7 at the 38th Soka Gakkai Headquarters Leaders Meeting, the theme for 2000 was
announced: “Raising the Curtain on the 21st Century — The Year of Youth.” Next year,

our organization will be focused on encouraging the next generation of youth division
members. As SGI President Ikeda says in this issue: “The only way to succeed is to strive

to the end with sincerity, tenacity and unflagging spirit. This is the kind of person [ want each of you
youth division members to become” (page 5).
Next year, the SGI will also celebrate these important anniversaries: the 25th anniversary of the
SGI’s formation, Jan. 26; the 100th anniversary of second Soka Gakkai president Josei Toda’s birth,
Feb. 11; President Ikeda’s 40th anniversary of assuming the Soka Gakkai presidency, May 3, and be-
ginning his worldwide travels for peace, Oct. 2; and the 70th anniversary of the Soka Gakkai’s found-
ing, Nov. 18. President Ikeda declares in this issue: “We in the SGI will advance, burning with the
ideals of dedication, pursuit of truth, unity and creativity. Further, we solemnly promise to support
the brilliant advance of culture and education on into the 21st century” (page 5).

SGI-USA Launches New

Publishing Ventures
MIDD

ew titles by SGI Presi-
| \ | dent Ikeda and books on
Nichiren Daishonin’s
Buddhism written for the gen-
eral public are coming to your
neighborhood bookstore, na-
tional chains as well as the In-
ternet. These new books will be
published by Middleway Press,
a new division of SGI-USA
Publications.

Until now, very few of Pres-
ident Ikeda’s books or books
introducing our philosophy
have been available outside of
our community center book-
stores. Interested readers have
sometimes found it difficult to
learn more about our philoso-
phy by going to their local li-
brary or bookstore because
most books in the Buddhism or
Eastern Philosophy sections
discuss Zen, Tibetan and other
forms of Buddhism-—not
Nichiren Buddhism.

The launch of Middleway

Press is de-
signed to
change all that.
Middleway will
release  two
books in spring
2000. The first
is The Way of
Youth: Buddhist
Common Sense
on Handling P R
Life'’s Problems
by President Ikeda, based on his
popular Discussions on Youth se-
ries, with new material added.
The second is The Buddha In
Your Mirror: Practical Bud-
dhism and the Search for Self, a
general guide to lasting happi-
ness based on the powerful teach-
ings of Nichiren Buddhism.
Plans call for Middleway to
release two to four new books
each year. These books will not
be available through SGI-USA
bookstores or mail order but
only through traditional book

.

LEWAY

TREASURE

TOWER
E S S BOOKS
retailers— which will actually
make it easier for you to buy
them. When they become avail-
able, we hope you’ll ask your
local store for a copy (and one
for a friend).

Children’s Books

SGI-USA has also launched
a children’s press, called Trea-
sure Tower Books. Coloring and
activity books, the Gosho for
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Summoning the Courage and Heart of a Lion

By GREG MARTIN

ASSISTANT PUBLISHER

ne crucial

challenge

we face is

to clarify
who is correctly car-
rying on the heritage
of Nichiren Dai-
shonin’s Buddhism today, and what it
means to do so. While the priests of
Nichiren Shoshu disparage us, the or-
dinary practitioners of the SGI who are
struggling day and night to spread the
Daishonin’s Buddhism, they claim own-
ership of the Daishonin’s Buddhism by
virtue of status, ritual and formality. If
their view prevails, the spirit and energy
behind the worldwide spread of the Dai-
shonin’s teachings will die out. This will
amount to nothing other than losing the
heart of this Buddhism.

Nichiren Daishonin’s “Letter from
Sado” makes many points that apply di-
rectly to us today. The Daishonin, who
was enduring the persecution of being
exiled to the harsh island of Sado, en-
courages his disciples not to lose faith
in the face of any obstacles—that to
face great hardships and dedicate their
lives to the Lotus Sutra is the direct path
to attaining Buddhahood and achieving
kosen-rufu. The same is true today.

The spirit of this writing can guide
us in our renewed efforts to educate
people in the United States about the
truth of the Daishonin’s Buddhism.

Of prime impor-

of a lion to stay focused on this issue,
to maintain our resolve to educate oth-
ers and ourselves.

The time has come for us to make an-
other breakthrough with compassion,
courage and confidence —*the heart of
the lion” that the Daishonin is talking
about. The recent secessions of temples
from Nichiren Shoshu in Japan and the
increasing desperation with which the
temple is misrepresenting evidence in
the midst of the Seattle Incident trial,
point to a significant change in the times.

The Daishonin also emphasizes the
importance of understanding the time:
“Even a word or phrase of true Bud-
dhism will lead one to the path of en-
lightenment, if it suits the times and the
capacity of the people. Even though
one may study a thousand sutras and ten
thousand doctrines, he cannot attain
Buddhahood, should those teachings
not fit the times and the people’s ca-
pacity” (Ibid.).

Some temple members are express-
ing doubts about what they see going
oninthetemple. At first, many of them
were motivated to join the temple sim-
ply thinking they were pursuing the
path of correct faith because priests
were leading them. But they never
imagined that their SGI friends would
be excommunicated twice, that they
would be asked to worship the high
priest, that the Grand Main Temple
would be destroyed and, most recently,
that the high priest’s doubt in the va-
lidity of the Dai-Gohonzon would be
revealed. As a result, many temple
members are having second thoughts
and are more open to dialogue with us

have changed.

At the same time, SGI-USA has ma-
tured greatly over the last few years. We
are not the same organization they left.

The Daishonin is encouraging us to
have a correct understanding of the peo-
ple’s hearts. SGI President Ikeda con-
firmed this recently saying we should
proceed in a manner appropriate to
America, in a way that Americans can
feel comfortable with. America is dif-
ferent in many ways from Japan. We, the
American members, must chart our own
path toward accomplishing kosen-rufu
in this country. Our members are eager
to protect and propagate this Buddhism
with new ideas and in new ways. They
want to try things that have not been
tried yet. We continue to strive to unite,
listen to one another’s ideas, wrack our
brains and search our hearts for the best
American strategy. And it has to be
rooted firmly in mutual respect.

he Daishonin continues: “Nei-
I ther non-Buddhists nor the ene-
mies of Buddhism can destroy
the Buddha’s True Law, but the Bud-
dha’s disciples definitely can. As the
sutra says, a parasite in the lion’s bow-
els will devour the lion” (Ibid.). Our or-
ganization will unite and triumph when
genuine warmth and kindness pervade
it. In this sense, the “parasite in the
lion’s bowels” is any trace of coldness
in our organization.

In one of Aesop’s fables, the sun and
wind have a competition to see who is
stronger. They see a traveler wearing a
coat, and both try to get him to take his
coat off. The cold north wind blows try-

pulls his coat tighter around himself.

The sun wins, by shining warmly on
the traveler, making him relaxed and
comfortable. He takes his coat off due
to the warmth.

Several years ago, talking about soft
power, SGI President Ikeda com-
mented on this story: “The sun of
friendship must first rise in the sky. As
long as the cold north wind of criticism
and reproach blows, people will never
remove the cloak that shields their
hearts; in fact, they will only clutch it
closer to them.”

The key to victory for SGI-USA—
indeed, the entire human race —is, then,
friendship. It is the warmth of the sun.

Our constant challenge as human be-
ings is to be warm to one another—to
be warm to our friends and families, and
the temple members. This is my inter-
pretation of what President Ikeda has re-
cently described as “tenacious kindness.”

The sun comes up every day, sharing
its warmth with all. Our warmth and
kindness, too, should be shared equally
and liberally. But to share it, we cannot
be passive. We need the courage to chant
daimoku, speak and act for the sake of
others, even if they do not at first ap-
preciate our concern. This is what it
means to have the “heart of a lion.”

Afterall, the real purpose of the Bud-
dha’s advent lies in the Buddha’s be-
havior as a human being. If our behav-
ior toward others—including those
under the influence of the temple —is
warm, eventually they too will “remove
their coats” and return to us. In the end,
this sun-like warmth and friendship
will ensure our victory in American

tance is courage — the
courage to challenge
this issue with perse-
verance and fresh de-
termination. As the
Daishonin says in
“Letter From Sado™:
“Only by defeating a
powerful enemy can
one prove his real
strength. When an evil
ruler in consort with
heretical priests tries to
destroy true Buddhism
and banish a man of
wisdom, those with the
heart of a lion will
surely attain Buddha-
hood as Nichiren did”
(The Major Writings of
Nichiren Daishonin,
vol. 1, p. 35). For nine
years, we have been
dealing with this issue,
and we have made
great progress in edu-
cating people precisely
because we’ve been
courageous.

But we cannot letup
now. We must summon
the courage and heart

than they ever have been.The times ingtorip the coat off, butthe traveleronly ~ kosen-rufu.
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Celebrating the 54th Anniversary of the United Nations

By JOANNE TACHIBANA
PRESIDENT, UNA-HAWAII DIVISION

his Oct. 24, the world will com-
memorate the 54th anniversary
of'the founding of the United Na-
tions. As a Non-governmental Organi-
zation (NGO), the United Nations As-
sociation (UNA)-USA annually
commemorates this auspicious occa-
sion. Here in Hawaii, as one of 177
UNA-USA chapters nationwide, we
will join in this celebration. (Note: the
UNA-USA is the nation’s largest for-
eign policy organization, building pub-
lic support for constructive leadership
in a more effective United Nations.)
In recognition of the unprecedented
aging of populations taking place
throughout the world and the chal-
lenges it poses to communities at local,
regional and global levels, the United
Nations General Assembly declared

2000 as the “International Year of Older
Persons.” Building on the theme of “a
society for all ages,” the year has been
dedicated to work to advance the
United Nations Principles for Older
Persons adopted by the Assembly in
1991: Independence, Participation,
Care, Self-fulfillment and Dignity.

The UNA hosted its annual U.N. Day
celebration in New York, where the
contribution of Astronaut John Glenn
as a consummate “older American”
embodying the highest principles of
older persons was honored and recog-
nized. I was privileged to share our
ALOHA spirit with Astronaut Glenn by
presenting him with a lei from Hawaii.
It brought a big smile and warm re-
sponse. He said, “Hawaii is very beau-
tiful from out in space.”

In September, I participated in my
first United Nations NGO meeting—a
gathering of over 700 NGOs from all
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Joanne Tachibana (far right) at the UNA-USA Headquarters in New York attending the Council
of Chapters and Division Presidents regional steering committee meeting.

over the world to hear
from the many experts
that make up the
United Nations and its
agencies. We made
new friends among the
NGOs and shared in-
formation. The assem-
bly was opened with
addresses from by Sec-
retary General Kofi
Annan and Queen
Noor of Jordan.

As an elected mem-
ber of the UNA-USA’s
national regional steer-
ing committee at the
National Headquarters
in New York, I partici-
pate in goal setting for
the national organiza-
tion, where I am privi-
leged to work with ded-
icated leaders who
volunteer like myselfto
further the cause of the
United Nations.
Though not a perfect
organization, the
United Nations stands as the only
global forum for international dia-
logue. Sometimes it is difficult at the
local level to stimulate interest in in-
ternational issues because of economic
and social conditions prevailing in
Hawaii’s community, but I look to the
inspiration of SGI President Ikeda, who
annually sends a message of peace to
the General Assembly! This helps me
renew my commitment to work with
fellow UNA members to foster the
cause of the United Nations. One of
our great challenges is to move the
United States Congress to pay the $1.8
billion long-standing debt to the United
Nations!

This year, my division was at a cross-
roads with dwindling membership and
participation on the board. The national
director joined us for a strategic plan-

Photo by JOANNE TACHIBANA

Astronaut John Glenn signs autographs at UNA's annual U.N. Day
celebration in New York.

ning session and Hawaii’s UNA is on
course for the 21st century!

As the century comes to a close, the
United Nations has declared 2000 and
beyond as the decade of the Culture of
Peace, hopeful that the new millennium
can bring us out of the dark and violent
times that marked the 20th century. Tam
hopeful.

Correction: In the Sept. 17 article
“How Does the SGI’s Stance Toward
Nichiren Shoshu Accord With Our
Stated Religious Tolerance?” (page 2),
references to the SGI Charter’s Pream-
ble should have been to the SGI Char-
ter (as a whole). You can see the SGI
Charter at the SGI-USA Web site,
WWW.Sgi-usa.org.
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SGI PRESIDENT IKEDA’S JULY 24 SPEECH

Our Struggle Is for Justice

SGI President Ikeda explains that ‘our movement for kosen-rufu is a struggle of the utmost justice.’

SGI President Ikeda's speech on the
conferment of an honorary professor-
ship from China’s Northeastern Uni-
versity at a Soka Gakkai Youth Division
General Meeting, held at the Tokyo
Makiguchi Memorial Hall in Hachioji,
July 24.

thank all of you for coming today

to participate in this meeting de-

spite the hot weather.Socrates

said, “Do not regard...living or
anything else as more important than
justice.” Our movement for kosen-rufu
is a struggle of the utmost justice.

Napoleon had the maxim “There is
no friend more dangerous than a fool.”
Itisjustashe says. Has it not been fool-
ish individuals who have caused great
trouble and strife for the SGI?

My young friends do not be foolish.
Be wise, sound friends.

Napoleon’s mother once said that
never giving in to adversity is the hall-
mark of true nobility and dignity. I wish
to assert that this indomitable attitude is
the essence of faith, of life, and of the SGI.

The finals for the Women’s World
Cup were held in Los Angeles on July
10. It was a closely contested game be-

AP/WIDE WORLD PHOTOS

T i

United States’ Tiffeny Milbrett (16) fends off
China’s Ying Liu (13) during the Women’s
World Cup Final at the Rose Bowl in
Pasadena, Calif., July 10.

tween the women’s soccer teams of
China and the United States. The game
was ultimately decided through penalty
kicks: America won the championship
by one goal with China coming in as
runner-up. Spectators in the stadium
and TV viewers around the world ap-
plauded this magnificent match. The
media reported that China’s President
Jiang Zemin and U.S. President Bill
Clinton exchanged messages com-
mending the performances of each
other’s national team.

The People’s Republic of China,
which this year celebrates the 50th an-
niversary of its founding, has shown
impressive prowess in sports as in many
other areas. In the most recent Olympic
Games, Chinese athletes took home no
fewer than 50 medals.

Who do you suppose was China’s
first Olympic athlete, who opened up
this golden age in Chinese sports? It
was in fact a student of Northeastern
University — representatives of which
are present today — by the name of Liu
Changchun. At age 22, Liu intrepidly
took his place at the Tenth Olympiad,
held in Los Angeles in 1932. With a
time of 10.7 seconds in the men’s 100
meters, he was hailed as one of the 10
fastest sprinters in the world.

At the time, the Japanese army had
overrun northeastern China, establish-
ing there the puppet state Manchukuo.
It was also in this region that the Japan-
ese military engaged in its heinous
“strategic bombing” campaign, the first
in history. They indiscriminately
bombed entire cities, not limiting the
attacks to military targets.

The Japanese army also occupied the
campus of Northeastern University [in
what was then the city of Mukden, now
Shenyang, capital of China’s Liaoning
Province]. In an attempt to gain legiti-
macy for the puppet state, the Japanese
army schemed to use Liu, a student of
this university, having him represent
Manchukuo at the Olympics.

But the youth steadfastly refused. “I
will never become a slave to Japanese
power!” he declared, burning with in-
dignation. “No matter how they might
try to threaten or induce me, I will not
waver in my stance! I will never be-
come a traitor!” At the opening cere-
mony in Los Angeles on July 30, 1932,
Liu Changchun proudly entered the
Olympic stadium as the only athlete
representing China.

With the students of Northeastern
University as their nucleus, the young
people of northeastern China united in
the cause of justice. And their resis-
tance to fascism created a ripple effect
oflike-minded action across the globe.

I extend a hearty welcome to President
He Jicheng and the other visiting faculty
of Northeastern University. Thank you
for undertaking such a long journey.

From its founding in 1923, North-
eastern University has developed into
aworld-renowned “bulwark of science
and capable people,” which has become
adriving force behind the construction
and development of the new China. It
is a fine institution, among the first to
be designated “one of the hundred most
important universities for the 21st cen-
tury” by the Chinese government.

I wish at all costs to adorn our de-

AP/WIDE WORLD PHOTOS

The United States’ Joy Fawcett (14) attempts a shot on goal at China’s Jie Bai during the Women’s
World Cup Final at the Rose Bowl in Pasadena, Calif., July 10.

parture into the new century with eter-
nal friendship established between
Japan and China. This is the only sure
path for the peace and stability of Japan.
Solemnly committed to this aim, I
humbly accept the title of honorary pro-
fessor from the distinguished Chinese
university — an honor that I share with
my youthful successors gathered here
today. Thank you very much.

Dr. He was one of the first students
to be sent abroad to study by the Chi-
nese government as part of its “reform
and liberation policy.” He came to Japan
and did graduate research at the Uni-
versity of Nagoya. And [ know for a fact
that he was commended by the Chinese
government as one of the outstanding
representatives of the Chinese students
studying abroad who were making im-
portant contributions to China.

Attending this meeting today are also
students from Cuba and Sri Lanka who
are studying at Soka University. They
will shortly be returning home, having
completed their year of study here.

I'know that you, our foreign students,
have worked very hard, and I appreci-
ate your efforts. I will continue to pray
throughout my life for your good health
and successful endeavors.

In the early years of this century,
Tsunesaburo Makiguchi, founder of
value-creating education and first
Soka Gakkai president, taught at the
Kobun Gakuin, a school in Tokyo for
Chinese students. In his classes, he
lectured on his original theory of the
influence of geography on human life
and society. Mr. Makiguchi, then still
a young man, had a profound respect
and admiration for China.

Even as Japan embarked on its war

against China in the late 1930s, Mr.
Makiguchi kept striving to make Japan-
ese youth aware of the greatness of the
Chinese people and their culture. And,
as you all know, he died in prison as a
result of his staunch opposition to the
Japanese military powers, who were
perpetrating a war of aggression
throughout Asia and the Pacific.

The spirit of the Soka Gakkai is none
other than a spirit of great justice.

Those who strive to learn will
constantly grow and develop.

Dr. He’s area of expertise is metal-
lurgy [the science and technology of
metals]. He is a leading scientist, who
has the distinction of being the first per-
son in China to earn a doctorate in the
study of metallurgic reaction processes.

Those who study and strive to learn
are constantly growing and develop-
ing; their hearts are rich. People who
continually seek to acquire new knowl-
edge and understanding are life’s ulti-
mate victors.

From ancient times, China prided itself
on possessing the most advanced iron
manufacturing technology in the world.
This technology is among the many
things that Japan acquired from China.

Nichiren Daishonin writes: “Iron,
when heated in the flames and pounded,
becomes a fine sword. Wise men and
saints are tested by abuse” (The Major
Writings of Nichiren Daishonin, vol. 1,
p- 38). People of great character are fre-
quently envied, maligned and attacked.

Through weathering such trials, we
can cultivate a self as strong as steel —
aselfimpervious to all harms. When we
calmly view things from this stand-
point, we need not fear anything.
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When we join forces with people
of different dispositions and
personalities, we bring forth
strength we didn’t know we had.

A little earlier, I accepted from our
Chinese guests some commemorative
items that were made of a premium ti-
tanium alloy developed by Northeast-
ern University’s metallurgical research
institute. I express my profound grati-
tude for these sincere gifts. Also, I pro-
pose that these items be included
among the treasures of Soka University.

Titanium alloy is strong, lightweight
and highly resistant to corrosion. Many
have hopes for it being a basic material
of future civilization. Today, titanium
alloy is used in spaceships and rockets.

When an alloy is made from titanium
through the addition of other elements
such as aluminum, the unique proper-
ties inherent to titanium are brought
out and enhanced to the fullest, pro-
ducing a metal that is even stronger
than titanium itself. Similarly, in human
society, when we join forces with peo-
ple of different dispositions and per-
sonalities, we can bring forth new and
often unexpected strength and poten-
tial. This is a key point.

What is vital in these confused,
chaotic times in which we live? We
need a solid philosophy and sense of
purpose that boldly focuses and directs
everything toward the happiness of the
people. We also need good friends.
Those who have friends with whom
they can share common ideals and as-
pirations possess limitless strength.

Working to benefit others and
society is like climbing a steep
mountain.

The city of Shenyang, where North-
eastern University is located, was also
the scene of a major battle during the
Russo—Japanese War of 1904-05.
Many innocent Chinese civilians were
caught up in this conflict and became
victims of the war between these two
foreign powers. Six years after the at-
tack on Shenyang, a young teenager was
brought to the devastated battlefield by
a friend’s grandfather. The old man, his
heart filled with bitter memories, told
the youth: “What I regret most of all is
that we were powerless to do anything
as they trampled over our beloved coun-
try! We look to you young people to
stand up to see that justice is done.”

That youth was the young Zhou
Enlai, future premier of China, who
spent three years during his teens in
Shenyang. Zhou stayed true throughout
his life to the determinations he made
in his youth.

Already, 25 years have passed since
my meeting with Premier Zhou. Al-
though he was seriously ill at the time,
his eyes had a youthful blaze, shining
with great passion.

Leading a frivolous, self-centered
and irresponsible existence might seem
comfortable and carefree. To use an al-
legory, it is like relaxing at the foothills
ofamountain. In contrast, actively ded-
icating our lives to a great teaching and
working to benefit others and society
is like climbing a steep mountain. There

will be storms, obstacles and sheer
cliffs along the way. Such a life is a
succession of win-or-lose struggles that
will not permit the least carelessness.

The only way to succeed is to
strive to the end with sincerity,
tenacity and unflagging spirit.

What was one of the pseudonyms
that Premier Zhou used while engaged
in his transcendent struggle to construct
a new China? It was Bi Cheng, which
literally means certain success. “The
final leg of our journey will most likely
be fraught with difficulties more painful
than any that we have experienced so
far,” he said. “But we simply have to
overcome them.” This is truly well said.

Once we have embarked on an en-
terprise, we must have a firm resolve to
see it through to the finish. We must not
become discouraged, lose heart or give
up along the way. Nor should we let our-
selves be carried away by emotion or
become consumed by strategy.

The only way to succeed is to strive
to the end with sincerity, tenacity and
unflagging spirit. This is the kind of
person I want each of you youth divi-
sion members to become.

The school song of Northeastern
University, which has been sung
through many a dauntless spiritual
struggle, goes in part:

With love for our alma mater,

Love for our hometown,

Love for our country,

And love for humankind,

We hope to finally achieve

The goal of world peace.

If we should have such an
important mission,

How can we help but exert ourselves
vigorously?

Last year, Northeastern University,
which has produced more than 120,000
outstanding graduates — each one pos-
sessing an important mission—
marked its glorious 75th anniversary.
The Soka University students and I ex-
tend our heartfelt wishes for the eternal
prosperity of your venerable university.

Next year, the year 2000, will mark
the 70th anniversary of the Soka
Gakkai’s founding as well as the cen-
tennial of second Soka Gakkai presi-
dent Josei Toda’s birth. And, on a per-
sonal note, next year it will be 40 years
since my inauguration as third Soka
Gakkai president. It will also be the
25th anniversary of the SGI’s founding.

The British historian Arnold Toyn-
bee expressed in our dialogue that East
Asia, and China in particular, would
lead the way in ushering in the dawn of
an age of peace for global human soci-
ety. Joining hands with the faculty and
students of Northeastern University,
which is like a morning sun embody-
ing this hope, we in the SGI will ad-
vance, burning with the ideals of ded-
ication, pursuit of truth, unity and
creativity. Further, we solemnly
promise to support the brilliant advance
of culture and education on into the
21st century.

Thank you very much!

TorIcS FOR DiSCUSSION MEETINGS

From This Speech:

point, we need not fear anything.

develop their character?

person?

Great Character

Nichiren Daishonin writes: “Iron, when heated in the flames and pound-
ed, becomes a fine sword. Wise men and saints are tested by abuse”
(The Major Writings of Nichiren Daishonin, vol. 1, p. 38). People of great
character are frequently envied, maligned and attacked. Through weath-
ering such trials, we can cultivate a self as strong as steel—a self
impervious to all harms. When we calmly view things from this stand-

1. Why do you think “wise men and saints are tested by abuse”?
2. Do you think that being “envied, maligned and attacked” can help people

3. What does a “self as strong as steel” mean to you?
4. What experiences that you’ve been through have made you a stronger

5. President lkeda says that becoming stronger helps us overcome our
fears. What fears are you trying to face right now? How do you think
becoming stronger will help you win?

FrOM PUBLISHING, 1

kids, picture books, board books and
books for early readers are all on the
schedule to be published in the next
few years. At first, Treasure Tower
Books will focus on filling the need of
our members’ children by teaching in
fun ways the philosophy and practice
of Nichiren Daishonin’s Buddhism.
By collaborating with the Boys and
Girls Group nationwide, Treasure
Tower Books plans to fill a major need
and help support the growth of our
most precious youth. Future plans in-
clude producing books for the general
public as well.

Look for our first two coloring/activ-
ity books coming out in late November,
just in time for the holiday season.

Books for the Practitioner

World Tribune Press, which has re-

cently published For Today and To-
morrow: Daily Encouragement, has
been publishing books for more than 30
years. Under the World Tribune Press
imprint that tradition continues as we
publish books aimed at an audience
more familiar with the philosophy and
terminology of our practice. Upcoming
titles include Faith Into Action:
Thoughts on Selected Topics by
Daisaku Ikeda (released this week), 4
Youthful Diary by President Ikeda and
Wisdom of the Lotus Sutra, the dialogue
on the Lotus Sutra currently being se-
rialized in Living Buddhism.

For more information, comments
orideas, please contact Dave McNeill
at the SGI-USA Publications, 606
Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica,
CA 90406; 310-260-8934; or
dmeceneill@sgi-usa.org.

— DAVE McNEILL, Managing Editor,
Book Publishing

Tribune articles.

easy steps:

Read the WT E-mail Express

It’s the Quickest Way To Get
SGI President Ikeda’s Guidance

The WT E-mail Express is a free, weekly e-mailer for
World Tribune subscribers. It features excerpts from
President Ikeda’s new speeches, essays and dia-

logues, as well as previews of other upcoming Worid

To subscribe to the WT E-mail Express, just follow these three

1) Open a new e-mail message
2) Enter to: ListManager@sgi-usa.org
3) Enter message text: SUBSCRIBE wtexpress

You’ll receive a confirmation message and then a new issue every week!
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Final Quarter’s Focus on Discussion Meeting Participation

Photo by GREGORY NAKASUJI

Nationwide representatives meet for the 45th Central Executive Conference in Santa Monica, Calif.

By MARGIE HALL
MANAGING EDITOR

he 45th Central Executive Con-

I ference convened Sept. 26 at the

SGI Plaza in Santa Monica,

Calif., with approximately 75 nation-

wide representatives from 27 regions
attending.

General Director Fred Zaitsu wel-
comed everyone with a report on his trip
to Japan last month for the SGI Youth
Training Course. Sharing SGI President
Ikeda’s recent guidance, Mr. Zaitsu re-
lated: “Let’s take good care of our mem-
bers. Neither doctrine nor speeches will
capture people’s hearts. Kindness toward
others is what really matters. As Presi-
dent Ikeda stated: ‘Buddhism is win or
lose. In this important realm of supreme
good against the most extreme evil, no
battle can be fought halfway.” With the
spirit of a lion king, we should exert our
full effort. This is the kind of spirit and
action that is required at this time. Study
of Nichiren Daishonin’s teachings is also
vital. President Ikeda said it is especially
important to use the Gosho in our efforts.
I sincerely hope our members can joy-
fully carry out expansion activities and
enjoy discussion meetings in the final
quarter of this year.”

During the conference, national
women’s leader Wendy Clark empha-
sized the importance of heartfelt dia-
logue and home visits to ensure success
in the upcoming general meetings that
will be held throughout the country to
commemorate Nov. 18, the founding of
the Soka Gakkai. It was suggested that
large districts hold these gatherings at
the group level.

In town for an extended stay in the
United States, SGI General Director Ei-
ichi Wada and SGI Vice Women’s
Leader Yumiko Hachiya also attended
the CEC. Mrs. Hachiya shared her per-
sonal experiences regarding introduc-
ing this practice to an acquaintance and
having successful, meaningful dia-
logues with a member in the temple or-
ganization. Foremost in her talk was her

encouragement for all to continue in our
efforts with a positive outlook and em-
bracing each individual with sincerity.
Mr. Wada focused on the importance
of supporting and raising the youth. He
also emphasized that the strength of the
Soka Gakkai lies in a person’s charac-
ter and an all-embracing approach.
One’s depth of character is determined
by daimoku, he said. People who gain
respect from others are individuals
whose practice is strong, whose prayer
is deep, whose guidance is clear and

whose sense of direction for kosen-rufu
is strong.

A highlight of the CEC was a report
given by Dave McNeill, managing ed-
itor of book publishing in the SGI-USA
Publications Center. He announced the
launching of Middleway Press, a new
division of SGI-USA Publications, and
Treasure Tower Books, SGI-USA’s
children’s press (see story, page 1). Cur-
rently available at community center
bookstores or by mail order are the
“Winning in Life” pamphlet in Span-
ish and in Chinese; and For Today and
Tomorrow, a book of daily encourage-
ment from President Ikeda. Next
month, the much-anticipated one-vol-
ume compilation of the Daishonin’s

teachings— which contains all seven
volumes of The Major Writings of
Nichiren Daishonin—will be in SGI
bookstores. Upcoming projects include
publishing Faith Into Action (a book of
excerpts from President Ikeda’s guid-
ance by subject); 4 Youthful Diary and
an inspirational date book for 2000
called Dawn of the Century of Life.
For the year 2000, SGI-USA’s
quarterly focus will continue to be
propagation promotion in December,
January and February; contribution
efforts in March, April and May; the
promotion of publications in June,
July and August; and district meeting
participation in September, October
and November.

Schedule of Conferences at the Florida Nature and
Culture Center for the Remainder of 1999

Nov. 11-14
Youth Division Conference (a joint YMD and YWD conference; ages 18
and up); coordinated by young men’s leader James Herrmann and young

women’s leader Renu Jiandani.

Nov. 18-21

Conference on the Mentor and Disciple Relationship; coordinators to be

announced.

Dec. 9-12
3rd Stage of Life Conference #4 (English and Japanese languages);
coordinated by vice general directors Kazue Elliot and David Kasahara.

The Winning Life
Now Avaitebts i cfﬁa/(/&é and Chivese

The hestselling

introduction to the
philosophy and practice

of the SGI-USA is now
available in both

Spanish and Chinese.

This easy-to-read hooklet

is the perfect tool for
introducing your

Spanish- or Chinese-
speaking friends to

the benefits of practice.
Spanish  M/0 #0106 $1.00
Chinese M/0 # 0107 $1.00
Now available at SGI-USA Bookstores
or via mail order: 1-800-626-1313.
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In this essay, SGI President
lkeda explains that ‘in the SGI
organization, the district is the
foundation of eternal victory
and a base for people’s
happiness. The district is the
True Land of kosen-rufu and of
attaining Buddhahood in this
lifetime’

Little snail,
When did you arrive
At my feet?
— Issa (Japanese Haiku poet)

low but sure progress, one
S step at a time, is the

mother of outstanding
victory. Mahatma Gandhi knew
this important truth when he
said, “Good travels at a snail’s
pace.”

Once I was looking through
the issue of a magazine I had
contributed an essay to, when [
spotted an article by Japanese
novelist Fuyuji Domon about
the “Thousand-man Force of
Hachioji.” Whenever I see the
name Hachioji, I think imme-
diately of Soka University,
which I founded there, as well
as of my beloved fellow mem-
bers in Hachioji.

Iremember being drawn into
the article by seeing the name
Hachioji.

XXX XY}

The Thousand-man Force of
Hachioji was originally called
the Thousand-man Constabu-
lary of Hachioji. It was a group
of samurai retainers that the
Tokugawa government posted
in farm villages around Ha-
chioji soon after the shogun
Tokugawa leyasu first set up his
new capital in Edo, present-day
Tokyo. The retainers were under
the direct command of the Toku-
gawa government, and as there
were a thousand of them, they
were given the name the Thou-
sand-man Constabulary.

The Tokugawa government
gave these samurai land, which
they farmed. Their duty in re-
turn was to rise up to protect
Edo should it ever be threat-
ened. Thus, they kept up mili-
tary practice, so they would al-
ways be prepared to do so.

Their loyalty to the Toku-
gawa government was strong,
and they passed their allegiance
on from father to son, genera-
tion to generation—right up
until the fall of the Tokugawa
military government, in fact, al-
most three centuries later. [ was
deeply impressed by their mag-
nificent devotion.

Mr. Domon made a sharp ob-
servation. He wrote: “I believe
that one source of the strong
loyalty of these people to the
Tokugawa was their deep at-
tachment to the land. Those

AN EssAy BY SGI PRESIDENT IKEDA

THE DISTRICT IS

(4 IR ©

:

THE FOUNDATION

Photo by DAN STRAKA

Northwest District meets at the home of Jean Larson in Toivola, Mich. The

district is part of Great Lakes West Chapter in Wisconsin/Western Upper

Peninsula Area in Chicago Region #2.

who went to the big cities were
fickle-hearted. When some-
thing happened, they were
quick to make excuses or to
flee. But these retainers who
were strongly rooted in the land
did not behave that way. That is
the true Edo spirit.”

I understand this spirit very
well, for I have seen many indi-
viduals who, lacking a solid
base for their Gakkai activities,
ultimately veered from the path
of mentor and disciple. They
ended up losing their essential
direction in life.

To berooted in the earth means
to have a solid foundation.

The Japanese expression
issho kenmei, which means to
exert one’s utmost, was origi-
nally written with different
characters meaning to defend
one’s place with one’s life. This
came from the tradition of the
samurai warrior to defend his
fief with his life.

To defend one’s place against
all odds, even atthe risk of one’s
life.... To be rooted in one’s re-
gion and to triumph there....
Such earnest commitment is the
formula for ultimate victory.

The Lotus Sutra describes
this strife-filled saha world as
the True Land where the Bud-
dha has always dwelled. No
matter where, the place where
you decide to work for kosen-
rufu is the Land of Eternally
Tranquil Light, filled with
glory and victory. It is the place
you have chosen from the infi-
nite past.

In the SGI organization, the
district is the foundation of eter-
nal victory and a base for peo-
ple’s happiness. The district is
the True Land of kosen-rufu

and of attaining Buddhahood in
this lifetime. To shun it is to lose
sight of the place for one’s true
mission in this world.

The pillars of the district are
the district leaders. No one
could be nobler than these men
and women who are devoting
themselves earnestly to our
multifaceted SGI activities on
the very front lines of the kosen-
rufu movement. | have no doubt
that they would be praised by the
Daishonin and that they are
being protected by the Buddhas
and bodhisattvas throughout the
10 directions—the protective
functions of the universe.

When I was young, I, too,
was active in the district, serv-
ing as a group young men’s di-
vision leader and later as a dis-
trict leader of Omori District in
Tokyo’s Kamata Chapter. This
was around the time when Mr.
Toda took office as the second
Soka Gakkai presidentin 1951.

My wife, also, for atime after
we were married, served as a
group women'’s division leader
and later took on the additional
position of district women’s di-
vision vice leader. Each group
at this time consisted of several
units, so a group women’s divi-
sion leader was equivalent to
our district women’s division
leader today.

Michiko Hagiwara, who was
then a young women’s division
member, has reminisced of my
wife during those days. She
says: “When she was young,
Mrs. Ikeda used to bring her lit-
tle boy along with her when she
carried out propagation activi-
ties or gave personal guidance.
Many people were so im-
pressed by her spirit that they

were inspired with fresh re-
solve. Thatlittle boy was her el-
dest son, Hiromasa, who is now
working on the front lines of the
movement for kosen-rufu as a
Soka Gakkai vice president.
Mrs. Ikeda would accompany
me when I wanted to introduce
my friends to Buddhism, and
she would come over to see me
whenever I had some problem
or was upset. She was always
ready with a smile and warm
encouragement. She was a true
safe harbor for me, always there
with comfort and good advice
when I was struggling or having
a hard time.”

My wife has always believed
that our fellow Soka Gakkai
members are precious family
and we must never let even one
of them suffer misfortune.

Back in those days, there was
ayouth division leader who was
disliked by all. Once he com-
plained that such positions as
district leader and district vice
leader were too far beneath him
to accept. His fellow members
reproached him for his arro-
gance, asking him if the pur-
pose of his faith was only to
gain positions and titles.

But his faith was not
grounded in reality. In the end,
he gave it up and lived a sad,
lonely life. It is as the Daisho-
nin writes: “Even a tree that has
grown up in place may fall over
if its roots are weak” (The
Major Writings of Nichiren
Daishonin, vol. 6, p.109).

In the Nirvana Sutra,
Shakyamuni urges his follow-
ers to “depend upon the Law,
not upon persons.” The Law is
the basis of faith, and the orga-
nization dedicated to widely
propagating that Law for all
eternity is the SGI. Doing ac-
tivities in the organization,
therefore, makes for a life cen-
tered on kosen-rufu, a life that
accords with the True Law.

The Daishonin writes, “I en-
trust you with the propagation
of Buddhism in your province”
(MW-5, 151). If we understand
“your province” as “your dis-
trict,” we realize the important
mission of the district leaders.

Vibrant, vigorous activities
at the district level speed up the
process of kosen-rufu. Those
who are engaged in those ac-
tivities will accumulate infinite
benefit and good fortune and
be forever caressed by the
breezes of happiness.

1 pray earnestly for your vic-
tory, happiness and health!

This essay was published in the
“Thoughts on The New Human
Revolution” in the Sept. 27
Seikyo Shimbun.
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POEMA DEL PRESIDENTE IKEDA

:SEAN FUERTES!

siguiente poema a los miembros de todo el mundo. La
obra se dio a conocer durante el discurso pronunciado porel
lider de la SGI, al recibir el doctorado de la Universidad Nacional
Central del Peri, durante una ceremonia realizada en el Centro en
I;ri;g'fgnoﬁa de Makiguchi, Hachioji, Tokio, el 4 de setiembre de

El presidente de la Soka Gakkai, Daisaku Ikeda, dedico el

iSean fuertes!
iSean fuertes!
iSean fuertes, pase lo que pase!
La fuerza es indispensable
para el que quiere ser feliz,
¥y para el gue aspira a la victoria.
Solo el que es fuerte
puede ayudar a los demds
a construir una vida valiosa,
dedicada a la verdad,
orientada a la paz y a la dicha.

La debilidad es origen del infortunio
¥ es lo que siembra de miedos nuestra vida,
Lf débil casecha insultos y desprecio,
carente de poder para conirarrestarios.

La debilidad es ovigen de la desdicha,
pues hace de los hombres perdedores y cobardes.
Los débiles viven privados de toda fortuna,
pues la oracion de un pusildnime
Jjamds consigue arrancar respuesia.

La fe es lo que convierte
en fortaleza la debilidad,
La fe, y la préctica budista,
v el esfuerzo denodado.

Los cobardes viven quemados por la envidia;
la dicha ajena les produce escozor,
atacan y calumnian a los gue sobresalen.
Pavéticas, ruines,
carentes de fe y de personalidad,
son fracasadas en el camino de la vida.

Los valientes,
consagrados a la justicia y a la verdad,
miran desde las alturas
la conducta de traidores y de cobardes;
sin prestarles la minima atencidn,
avanzan con Serena composiurda,
dignos como leanes,
hacia el horizonte del futuro lejano.

El de valiente corazién
se regocifa en cada lucha;
es alli donde encuentra su alegria y su placer:
El cobarde, falto de tode deleite,
melancolice y lamentable,
a la hora del combate
se condena invariablemente a perder.

El miedo es el infierno;
el coraje, la alegria.

No olviden jamds
gue la devecion a la fe
sin escatimar la vida
Sorja en lo profundo de nuestro ser
el corazon de un héroe intrépido,
el estado vital mds poderase y supremo.

Con espiritu solemne y audaz,
jadornemos esia existencia
de justicia, de corafe v de triunfo!

Fouw por Francisce Falacio
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reclutando miembros de la

SGI-USA a sus templos, en
donde distorsionadamente en-
sefian ¢l Budismo de Nichiren Dai-
shonin. Durante su reciente visita
a los Estados Unidos ¢l Director
General delaSGI Eiichi Wada hizo
los siguientes puntos sobre el
gsunto relacionado con el templo.
El explica que es nuestra respon-
sabilidad proteger a nuestros
compafieros de esto, teniendo
como fundamento la fe, la prac-
tica y el estudio

4 Qué puede cada uno de
nosotros hacer con el asunto del
templo? ¥ como podemos retar
este asunto no es nada mas que
mediante los puntos basicos de
la fe, la prictica y el estudio. El
asunto del templo debe de ser
visto en sutotalidad en este con-
texto.

La fe significa oracion.
Sobre todas las cosas debemos
orar por Kosen-rufu, por la
propagacién y para que cada
persona sea feliz. El propésito
del Budismo es la felicidad de
uno y la de los demés. Primero,
Oremaos por una gran vicloria
con el asunto de% templo.Se-
gundo, debemos orar para que
nuestros ITlIt:ITIbﬂ)S nunca sean
engaiiados por el clero-que ellos

uedan comprender la esencia

indamental del asunto del tem-
plo. Mediante una oracién sin-
cera ¥ un didlogo significativo,
podemos ayudarlos a practicar
correctamente. Tercero, oremos
porla felicidad de los miembros
del templo. Quiénes errénea-
mente han sido influenciados por
los sacerdotes y son alentados a
hacer ofrendas a estos calummni-
adores del Budismo, de esta forma,
ellos sin darse cuenta, estin ha-
ciendo causas negativas en sus
vidas. Es nuestra mision desconec-
tarlos del templo, mediante nuestra
oraciin.

En 1991, la SGI de Brazil, la
cual habladonadoel TemploIchijo-
ji a la Nichiren Shoshu, habia
comenzado a legalmente acluar
para recuperar el lugar. Un

La Nichiren Shoshu ha estado

LA FE, PRACTICAY ESTUDIO

Fundamentos esenciales para comprender el asunto del templo
ORIENTACION DEL DIRECTOR GENERAL DE LA SGI EIICHI WADA

grupo formado de sacerdotes
miembros del templo, habian
ilegalmente tomado ¢l centro,
deshaciendose de la Junia Di-
rectiva original, formada por
miembros Brazilefios de la SGL
Dando el frente a lo que parecia
serun reto imposible, los miem-
bros de la SGl-Brazil basaron
sus esfuerzos en una cosa:
Daimolk. A través de un perfodo
de ocho afios, unas veces ganando
otras perdiendo,los miembros
razilenos continuaron ento-
nando daimeiu para recuperar su
edificio. Portltimo, en mayo del
afio pasado, la situacion fue re-
suelta por veredicto de la corte: La
propiedad del templo deberia de
ser retornada a la SGI-Brazil. En
esa ocasion los miembros de la
SGI-Brazil celebraron su gran vie-
toria renombrando al templo con
el nuevo nombre de: Centro Co-
munitario ‘Siempre victorioso”.
Pero la batalla no se habia termi-
nado.El sacerdote q]ucncupaba la
parte residencial del templo habia
rehusado mudarse, asi que los
miembros del SGI-Brazil invo-
caron daimoku otra vez, regre-
saron a la corte y el 30 de julio de
nuevo ganaron: La corte declard
que ¢l sacerdote era culpable de
residencia ilegal v le ordend a que
desocupara el lugar. Cuando el
presidente Ikeda supo de esta
gﬁm victl.moa}:"l dijo: " En reali-
ad esdaimokw, lo que determina
si ganamos o perdemos. Sélome-
diante el daimoku es que el
Kosen-rufu avanza." Podemos
aprender mucho de este ejemplo
doporlosmiembros Branlefios™.
palabra prictica significa
accion v didlogo, v a proposito
Nam myoheo renge kyo también
significaaccion. Nuestrasacciones
son la fuente de nuestros benefi-
cios. La fortuna que acumulamos
€s en proporcion directa a las ac-
ciones que efectuamos en pos del
Kosen-rufu.

Todo lo que hacemos el
Kosen-mifiu es una fuente de ben-
eficio. Por ejemplo, participar en
Festivales Cul €1 una ex-
hibicidn, visitar a los miembros_

cualquier cosa que hacemos al
mover nuestros cuerpo por la Ley
s¢tomacnuna fuente de ficio.
El beneficio no es algo que viene
por st solo. Cuando actuamos para
el logro del Kosen-rufu, los dioses
budistas empiezan a funeionar
nuestro beneficio, Michiren
ishonindiceenel Gosho de Afio
Nuevo: "Aquellos que creen en el
Sutra del Loto acumularan una
huanafaﬂunai ueproviene] desde
diezmil millas" principaleses-
critosde Nichiren Daishonin, pig.
280) (MW 1-pag. 272). El Go-
honzon es como un 1man que
puede acumular fortuna desde
diez mil millas. El Gohonzon
dentro de cada uno de nosotros
brillara de acuerdo v en propor-
cion a nuestra prictica. El Go-
honzon dentro de nosotros es la
fuerza que acumula fortuna
desde todas las partes del
mundeo.

Ladenosolros es una practica
que se aumenta o estd basada en la

ropagacion- s bk, Esta os
a]pra:clica fiundamental. El asunto
refacionado con el templo debe de
ser visto en este conlexto; nuestno
Gﬁim compasive de Shakubuku
debe ser la base para tratar con el
asunto del templo. La propagacion
compasiva del Budismo del Dai-
shonin entre los que buscan la feli-
cidad es nuestra meta. Y la victona
sobre el asunto del templo es vital
a esta meta.

Es sumamente importante
apoyar a los micmbros de la SGI
que estan en contaclo con los
miembros del templo, ya que
ellos son la conexidn esencial
para los miembros del templo; la
amistad entre los miembros de la
SGly el templo debe de ser ate-
sorada. Esta relacion es la
avenida por la que los miembros
del templo pueden regresar a la
prictica correcta,

Uno de los sacerdotes re-
formista en el Japon ha logrado
traer 60 miembros del templo de
regreso a la Soka Gakkai. Lo

ue podemos aprender a traveés
gc su ci'cmp]o es el poder de ate-

sorar las relaciones humanas

con los miembros del templo; el
poder de sinceros, compasivos y
tenaces esfuerzos en bien de los
demds,ya sea que estén en el
templo, en las lineas fronterizas
de la 3GI o entre bastidores.
Uno de los miembros de San
Francisco que ha regresado a la
SGI, dice que un amigo de ella-
un miembro de la SGI-USA que
continué entonando daimoku
por su felicidad, fue que pudo
ayudarle a regresar a la SGIL
Mientras que en el templo nadie
ord seriamente por ella cuando
estaba serniamente enferma, los
miembros de la SGI-USA
habian estado orando por ella,
apesar de que anteriormente,zlla
le habia dado la espaldaa la SGI.
Es mediante actividades en
las primera filas de nuestra orga-
nizacién, que podemos avanzar el
Kosen-rutu. Cuando todos los
lideres de la SGI-USA se pongan
al frente de las actividades de su
distrito, podemos empezar a
aprender que clase de influencia
los miembros del templo tienen
sobre nuestros miembros. Es ahi
donde podemos disminuir las in-
fluencias negativas del clero y au-
mentar la fuerza del Buda a
través de un didlogo valiente con
las dpe;sonas que se estin de-
jando influenciar por ¢l asunto
del templo, y asi como con las
Fersonas que todavia tienen di-
icultades en entender el sig-
nificado o importancia de este
asunto.

El tercero de los fundamentos
basicos es, por supuesto, el es-
tudio. Nuestro estudio se centra
en los escritos del Daishonin y
los discursos de orientacion del
Ercmdcntc_lkcda, los cuales se

asan en dichos escritos, Medi-
ante el estudio, podemos ver
claramente la diferencia signi-
ficativa entre las ensefianzas
del Daishonin y las nuevas en-
seiianzas de la sccta Nikken.
Mediante el estudio, podemos
aprender que la SGI estd en
perfecta concordancia con el
carazon de las ensefianzas de
Nichiren Daishonin. Y al estu-

diar las orientaciones del presi-
denteIkedaalentandonos en nues-
tra fe, podremos ver mas claro el
asunto relacionado con el templo,

Desde la fundacién de la
SGI en 1930, esta organizacion
ha permanecido siempre conec-
tada a los eseritos del Daishonin,
los cuales hemos hecho nuestro
fundamento; y ¢l Gohonzon
siempre ha sido la base de nues-
tra fe. 5in embargo, en la secta
Mikken, ¢l es el todo, €l es el
centro v ha llegado hasta decir
que su palabra es aun més im-

ortante que la del Daishonin.
En realidad, Nikken ha permi-
tido a una de las publicaciones
de estado que le llamen "El Dai-
shonin de los tiempos moder-
nos". (Dai-Nichiren, periddico
mensual de la Nichiren Shoshu,
Junio de 1991).

Cuando estimos hablando
de este asunto, deberiamos tratar
no usar palabras o un lenguaje
emocional tal y como "jdestruyan
la secta Nikken! o "jcierren el
templo!” En vez, debemos tener
confianza de que nuestros con-
tinuos esfuerzos en daimoku y
dla'logo-orttmista y alegre-nos
llevara a la victoria. Lo que es
importante es que los miem-
bros de la SGI muestren
prueba real de nuestra prac-
tica. El presidente Ikeda siem-
pre quiere que los miembros
estén alegres y que disfruten
plenamente la practica cor-
recta de la SGL

(Conrinuard)
Traduccion del World Tri-
bure, 3 de september 1999,

iARDAN DE PASION PARA EL KOSEN-RUFU!

A continuacion se franseribe lal-
fima parie de la parte uno, del dis-
ciirso pronunciado por el presi-
dente de la SGI, Daisaku Tkeda,
durante la Irigésima cuaria re-
unidn para responsables de la
Soka Gakkai, realizada en el Au-
ditorio de la Paz de Kyoto, Kvota
Japan, el 27 de mayo de 1999 (La
parte anferior a este discurse fue
publicada en las pdginas en Es-
pafiol del World Tribune, /7 de
septiembre, de 1999, Pag. D,

Actuar hoy para crear un
maiiana mejor

Uno de los poetas mis
destacados de Norteamérica,
Longfellow, fue aclamado en

todo el mundo porsu obra literana.

También dicto cdtedra en la Uni-

versidad de Harvard. En uno de

sus poemas, leemos:

No es el goce ni el pesar
La ruta gue ef desting nos depara,
Sino la accidn, para gue cada

manana

Nog encontremos mds lefos que hay.

Es tal como dice: la accion
¢s crucial. No nos perdamos
buseando el goce ni preocupa-
dos por el pesar.

Entre los tesoros de la Uni-
versidad Soka de los Estados
Unidos se encuentra un manu-
SCI’itﬂ COon un posma D[)TTI[]IIB.‘![{)
por Longfellow, Alli esti a buen
resguardo, en bien de ustedes y de
laposteridad. Todos estos tesoros

SON SUYOE,

Bicnvenida a los miembros de
Taiwdn

Actualmente, como parte
de una delegacién de intercam-
bio cultural, se encuentran en ¢l
Japon trescienlos miembros de
la SGI de Taiwin. Observarin
esta reunion por transmision via
satélite desde el Centro de Ca-
pacitacién de Okinawa, con el
auspicio de la Asociacion de
Conciertos Min-On, Es un her-
moso preludio para la reunién
cumbre del G-8, que se realizard
en Okinawa el afio entrante.

Hace poco, en Osaka, me
reuni conunadelegacitn de la Uni-

versidad Cultural China, de Tai-
wiin, encabezada por el presidente
del directorio, Chang Jen-hu. Me
han contado que la Compadiiia de
Baile Hua Kang, pertenecienteala
universidad, actuard en el festival
de Okinawa,

Los miembros de la SGI de
Taiwin han tendido hondas
raices en la sociedad y en cada
ambito comunitario, y pueden
mostrar holgadas pruebas de su
prictica budista. Entre las 2700
asociaciones civiles que hay en
este pais, la SGI de Taiwin ha
sido distinguida, por séptima
vez consecutiva, como la orga-
nizacion popular mas destacada,
luego de que el afio pasado [el
Ministerio de Interior de Tai-

win] le confiriera una vez mds
este galardon. No hay ninguna
otra entidad taiwanesa que
pueda ostentar esta trayectoria.
iLos felicito! El ministro de In-
terior, Huan g Chu-wen, elogiéa
la SGI de Tarwén por permitir a
la ciudadania el despliegue de su
fuerza interior.

Vidas dedicadas a la hu-
manidad

Mientras en el Jap&n actual
estd declinando el interés por la
lectura y la palabra escrita, el
mensuario Ushio (Marea) [pub-
licacion relacionada con la Soka

Véase discurso piag. IV
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‘EL GRUPO SOFIA’
GrupO de estudio para la mujer del nuevo siglo

Grupo Sofia de la Florida

Por Monica Lema
Miami, Florida

| grupo Sophia fue fun-
Edadu por ¢l Presidente

Ikeda en 1990 con el fin
de preparar a la Division de
Damas intelectual y cultural-
mente, Ademas, sirve para
conocer la historia de la S5Gl a
través de los afios. El grupo se
reung usualmente una vez al mes
para estudiar minuciosamente la
Nueva Revolucion Humana.

Este afio los cabildos de
North Miami y Weston deci-
dieron dedicar sus esfucrzos
100% a las siguientes metas:

1. Estudiar la Revolucién Hu-
mana

2. Cambiar nosotras funda-
mentalmente

3. Cambiar aquello que parece
imposible en algo posible

Cada representante se fijo
tres metas especificas. Pen-
samos que la mejor manera de
obtener estos objetivos era
uniendonos y apoyandonos
mutuamente y de esta manera
retar aguellas cosas que no
habiamos querido o podido
cambiar anteriormente. Es
decir, tener el valor de afrontar
la obscuridad fundamental de
nuestra vida y asi expandir
nuestra condicion de vida, No
estamos buscando parchecitos
para tapar o evadir el karma,

buscamos encontrar la verdadera
razon de nuestros sufrimiento. Es
hora de cambiar radicalmente,

Consideramos que es im-
portante comenzar el afio 2000
brillando como el sol de la
Florida. Como consequencia de
este gran esfuerzo, ya varias in-
tegrantes del grupo han tenido
experiencias espectaculares
comao es la de Mariza Pineiros
quien obtuvo su residencia per-
manente en los Estados Unidos
por medio de una rifa de loteria
de visas.

Loren Oliveira compréuna
casa a 10 minutos del FNCC.
Miriam Silva se convirtid en la
nueva encargada de uno de los
distritos de North Miami. Yu-
miko Yamasaki, ha compren-
dido laimportancia de teneruna
actitud correcta como encargada
de cabildo y el significado de
querer y apreciar a los miem-
bros.Ella dice: "He aprendido
profundamente sobre las con-
tribuciones y como ¢l presi-
dente Ikeda nos ensefia sobre
otras religiones, culturas y
paises por medio de la Revolu-
cidn Humana",

Solo gquedan tres meses
para terminar este siglo y ahora
més que nunca estamos dispucs-
tasallegaralameta que cada una
de nosotras se ha fijado. Esta-
mos més unidas que nunea y es-
tamos seguras que tendremos
una gran vicloria, la graduacion
se celebrard en tres meses.

']

Grupo Sofia del Norte
de California

por Josefina Caparroso
San Francisco, Ca.

sa tarde del 12 de junio de
EI999 llegaron al Centro

Cultural de San Francisco
de todas partes del norte de Cali-
fornia: San José, El Cerito, Santa
Rosa, Healdsburg, Milpitas y de
San Francisco.

Por primera vez como inte-
grante del grupo Sofia, las mu-
jeres de habla hispana se reunian
paracelebrarel fin del ciclo de es-
tudios. Durante un afio se re-
unieron para estudiar la ‘Nueva
Revolucion Humana', y esatarde
veian coronados sus esfuerzos
celebrando con una Graduacidn y
la entrega de Diplomas,

El evento estuvo precedido
por la incansable promotora del
grupo, Sefiora Yolanda Meyreles,
quien con su habitual espiritu de
liderazgo dirigid unas palabras de
aliento para continuar la tarea de
Kosen-rufu entre la comunidad
latina. Luego se escucharon di-
versas experiencias de com-
paneras de San Salvador, Chile,
Peri, Méxicoy otros paises. Entre
algunas de las presentes, es-
cuchamosala Sra. Pilar Martinez,
quién a sus setenta y pico de afios
logra vencer una enfermedad a
base de puro Daimoku, luego
Sonia Reveco compartio su ale-
gria al obtener una maestria ¢n
Ciencias Sociales yexpresoquelo
mas importante de este esfuerzo
fue el haber logrado su revolucion
humana a través de una vigorosa
practica, también escuchamos la
emotiva experiencia de Cecilia

Guerra, quién manifestd que su pe-
fueiia hija padece una dificil enfer-
medad, peroque graciasal incesante
daimoku su recuperacion ha ido en
aumento. Después, AliciaSalazarde
origen México-noneamenicano nos
platicd que despugs de asistir a la
Conferencia Latina en el Centro de
la Naturaleza v la Cultura de la
Florida, renacid el orgullo por sus
raices mexicanas y expreso el deseo
ferviente por propagar el Budismo
entre la gente hispana, Por altimo,
escuchamos con gran deleite las
experiencias de Maria Teresa Ro-
driguez v Carmen Perez, quicnes
con sdloalgunos dias de haber ini-
ciado su prictica, empiezan a
recibir beneficios.

La Reunidn fue una algarabia
deacentos, tonos y pronunciaciones
de toda Latinoamérica, donde
ademds se disfruté de un sabroso
baile tropical interpretado por la pe-
quefia Maya Donis de 10 afios, de
Pat Acevedo (coredprafa también),
de Sabrina Reyter y de la que ésto
escribe, quienss con pasos de baile
v notas musicales demostraron que
el Budismo es alegria,

El evento termind con la
entrega de Diplomas y una
convivialidad acompanada de
deliciosos platillos, dejando
claro que las mujeres his-
panas queremos, debemos vy
lenemos un coOmpromiso por
propagar el movimiento de
Kosen-rufu entre la comu-
nidad latina v toda la hu-
manidad.

Fota

por Francisco Palacio

Experiencia

Par Alicia f_ialazar
San José, Ca.

oy Méxicana-Americana,
Scste mes he cumplido dos

afios participando con el
grupo de estudios del Budismo
y el Grupo Sofia para damas en
Espaiiol.

Apesar de gue he estado
practicando este maravilloso
Budismo desde el 1976, nunca
antes he sentido tanta pasion por
mi practica, he profundizado mi
conexion con Sensel y puedo
apreciar mucho mas el mundo
latino de la SGI.

En abril tuve la oportu-
nidad de participaren la segunda
Conferencia en Espafiol en
FNCC (por sus siglas en Inglés).
En los cuatro dias que estuve
alla, pude comprender mas pro-
fundamente la relacion entre
Maestro y Discipulo, la impor-
tancia de tener un espiritu de
biisqueda y la unidad enire los
miembros, este encuentro me ha
abierto los ojos y el corazon para
siempre.

A través de esta experien-
cia, también me he dado cuenta
de que me faltaba la conexion a
mi cultura, a mis raices. Me
faltaba reconocer, aceptar y uti-
lizar el poder y la pasién de ser
mujer Latinoamericana, con
mucho trabajo que hacer y jcon
mi propia mision para Kosen-
rufu!
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Discurso del pag. IT

Gakkai] estd considerado unare-
vista dedicada al periodismo
serio. Actualmente, en dicho
mensuario se esta publicando un
didlogo sobre lavida y los ideales
de José Marti (1853-1895) que
estoy manteniendo con el doctor
Cintio Vitier, destacado estudioso
cubano sobre ¢l gran héroe de la
independencia de su pais.

El presidente de Cuba,
Fidel Castro, estd observando
con interés el desarrollo de nue-
stro didlogo v tuvo la gentileza
de invitarme a Cuba, por se-
gunda vez, para concretar otro
encuentro de amistad.

Mayo es el mes en gue Marti
dio la vida en bien de la indepen-
dencia. Murié en combate, un 19
de mayo de 1895, a los cuarenta
v dos afios. Un 27 de mayo, el
mismo dia que hoy, fue enterrado
en una region costera de su pais.
Enconmemoraciénasuvida, hoy
quisiera, entonces, referirme a
Jose Marti.

Marti murié durante la
lucha cubana por la indepen-
dencia, en mitad de una revolu-
cion. Era una persona clave en
la contienda; habria sido el fu-
turo conductor de su pais. Eraun
hombre indispensable, alguien
que la causa no podia darse el
lujo de perder. Sus camaradas le
habian pedido que se mantu-
viera alejado del frente de
batalla. Pero, haciendo aun lado
el consejo, resucltamente se
lanzd a combatir.

Lo mataron tres balas; el
enemigo se quedd con el cuerpo
como botin de guerra. En la
muerte, su cuerpo fue ultrajado
por los contrincantes. Pero
Marti siempre habia creido que
aun cuando pudieran hacer de-
saparecer su cuerpo, sus ideas
jamis iban a morir. Declaraba
que las personas que vivian dedi-
cadas a la humanidad siempre
seguian vivas en el corazon de la
gente.

31, en el curso de la revolu-
cifn que es nuestro movimiento
por el kosen-rufu, nos es-
forzamos por la felicidad de in-
contables amigos, siempre per-
viviremos en su corazon.
Durante toda la eternidad,
seguiremos cultivande un lazo
con ellos, que actuaran como
funciones protectoras ¢n nuestro
beneficio y nos resguardaréin de
toda mal. Asi de elevado sera el
estado de vida que llegaremos a
tener. Si propagamos amplia-
mente por el mundo el Budismo
de Michiren Daishonin, la SGly
todos nuestros miembros seran
protegidos y apoyados por per-
sonas de todo el mundo. Esta es
una formula invariable del Bud-
ismo., Por eso constantemente
recalco la importancia de dedi-
camos al kosen-rufu, y confirmo
el beneficio inmenso que todos
estamos acumulando al hacerlo.

Aun hoy, mis de eien afios
después de su muerte, Marti
sigue siendo objeto de ad-
miracién y de profundo respeto.
Sus nobles ideales de progreso
humano resplandecen con brillo
cada vez mas intenso. ’

Como héroe y mértir, Marti
tiene muchos puntos en comiin
con el presidente Makiguchi. Es
probable que ¢l nombre de José
Marti no sea muy eonocido agqui
en el Japon. Justamente por ese
motivo, quiero que ustedes, los
miembros de la Divisién de
Jovenes en especial, conozcana
este gran lider, Quiero ensefiar-
les sobre su vida. Quiero que es-
tudien con sed ardiente toda
clase de temas durante su ju-
ventud, que absorban toda clase
de conocimientos, para poder
dialogar en el futuro con los pen-
sadores mds destacados de lahu-
manidad. Si no, jamds llegardn
a ser lideres de calibre mundial,
y ¢l kosen-rufu no avanzara.

; Cudl fue la conviccidn de
Mm-us‘?Pamdecirlocnsuspalabms:
"Un hombre que se cultiva, y se
levanta por si propio, es el més
alto de los reyes; y puede mirar
como a inferior a todos estos
vanos encopetados que no hayan
vencido tanto como €l. Ese es mi
evangelio,..". j;Quéeslarealeza?!
16 Que es el honor mundano?! {EI
queseelevapor su propioesfuerzo
es mucho mds digno! Con esta
conviceion vivio Marti,

iY cudnto més se aplica esto
a las personas que propagan fa
Ley Mistica! Son las mas nobles
de todas.

Todo lo gue tenemos que
hacer es marchar erguidos, con
confianza y dignidad. Por
mucho que digan chagan las
personas de mentalidad superfi-
cial, nosotros mirémoslascon la
misma compostura imper-
turbable que nos brinda nuestra
altura elevada, como 51 estu-
viéramos en la cumbre del
monte Fuji.

Una vida de gloria perdurable
o una vida de infamia

En una obra escrita por
Marti titulada Patria y Libertad,
se lee: " Valor amigos, la victo-
ria es nuestral”.

"iAmigos!", dice. Enefecto,
hay que trabajar con los amigos,
con los camaradas: nadie puede lo-
grar el kosen-rufu solo. Este es el
camino correcto; ¢l Budismo ex-
poneque los practicantes de la Ley
Mistica siempre aparecen junto a
personascon las cuales mantienen
una profunda relacién. También
ensefia el principio de la insepara-
bilidad entre maestro y discipulo.

Marti contintia diciendo en
esta obra: "Echada esté la suerte:
no hay méis punto que infame
vida o perdurable glona".

Ha comenzado lalucha, La
Divisién de Jovenes ya se ha
embarcado en la epopeya de la
mision: una saga de la vida real.

Notienen mds camino que avan-
zar, siempre hacia adelante, y
conquistar la "gloria per-
durable”. Sievadenlalucha que
tienen entre manos, se con-
denarin glernamente auna "vida
de infamia". O luchamos hasta el
final o nos detenemos en mitad de
camine y abandonamos la fe. Hay
una sola opcion. (Sigamos de-
safiandonos para avanzar!

Las acciones son mis elocuentes
que las palabras

La clave est en la accion.
Un hecho es mas fuerte que cien
palabras. El debate sin accion es
un estéril ejercicio intelectual
que no da resultados. No im-
poria que uno ejerza un cargo o
no; tampoco importa que la
posicion de uno sea mds alta o
mis baja que la de los demds.
Todo se reduce a que actien, a
que sean personas de accidn.
Porque sin esfuerzo personal, el
Budismo no existe, ¢l kosen-
rufu es irrealizable y no hay
ninguna gloria verdadera. Al
mismo tiempo, es importante re-
spetar a las personas que se dedi-
can de todo corazdn a las activi-
dades de la SGI, y no dejar de
valorar m de agradecerles todo su
trabajo. Estd muy bicn que les
digan: "jMuchisimas gracias por
todo lo que estd haciendo!” o
"iGracias por haber venido
hoy!" ’

Todo aquel que no esté
respetando esos esfuerzos tan
serios y denodados por el kosen-
rufu, sea quien fuere esa per-
sona, recibird un efecto nega-
tivo por sus acciones. Sin
embargo, cuando uno les mues-
tra respeto, tanto ellas como uno
recibimos beneficios.

La importancia vital del aliento
genuino

Marti declard que los pe-
quefios detalles pueden hacer ganar
operderunacausa grandiosa. Tam-
bién proclam:

Piense en mi, que tanta padezco v
tengo fania responsabilidad.
Piense en lo dificil gue es levantar
las almas averdad pura, sinlisonja
m exageracion; v que no ha de de-
Jarsecaerlo que hemos levantado.

Los que realmente saben
dar aliento a los demds son ver-
daderos lideres del pueblo,
auténticos responsables de la
SGI v genuinos practicantes del
Budismo. Son bodhisattvas.

Iluminar ¢l mundo con nues-
tra luz
Marti proclamo:

Cruantos obstdeulos insupera-
bles que a la mayor virtud pone
siempre la ambicion o vanidad
de la naturaleza humana, nada

han podida, ni han aparecido
siguiera, ante esta alma de re-
dencion que hoy nos consunie y
nos inspirag. Somos un ejército
de luz, y nada prevalecerd con-
Ira ROSOIrGS,

Losindividuos mezquinos in-
vanablemente envidian a los hom-
bres de méxima virtud y tratan de
sembrar de escollos su camino.
Nichiren Daishonin fue tratado de
esta forma, al igual que su sucesor,
Mikko Shonin. En la historia re-
ciente, ¢l mismo patrén de perse-
cucidn recayd sobre Tsunesaburo
Makiguchi, el fundador de la Soka
Gakkai, sobre Josei Today sobremi
mismo. jSin embargo, la SGlesun
"gran ejército de luz"! La fe es in-
tangible, pero nohay oscuridad que
pueda asfixiar su luz, Somos las
fucrzasdela Budeidad, y poresono
tenemos que temer a nada.

Sdlo vamos a vivir esla exis-
tencia una vez, asi que yo oro para
quesuvidaresplandezea con la luz
gloriosa e indestructible del Sol;
paraque lasuyaseaunavidade vic-
toria, libre del minimo arrepen-
timiento, y para que sea emblema
del triunfo etemo, alimentado por
la determinacion de triunfar siem-
pre, hasta el final. Vivamos todos de

. esta manera.

(Continuard)



