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New Developments 1n the Seattle Incident Case

Attorney Barry Langberg

In response to recent develop-
ments in the Seattle Incident
case, Barry Langberg, an
attorney for the Soka Gakkai,
wrote the following article for
the World Tribune:

he most recent attempt

I of Nichiren Shoshu to
discredit the testimony

of former Seattle police officer
Ronald Sprinkle is yet another
unsuccessful  attempt by
Nikken Abe to rewrite history.
As with their former attempts
to prove that the events in
Seattle in 1963 did not happen,
this effort also fails. Nichiren
Shoshu’s current actions are
similar to those of the past:
presenting false, misleading or
incomplete “evidence”: in an
attempt to convince the court
that the events could not have
happened as Mrs. Clow and
Officer Sprinkle have testified.

First, Nichiren Shoshu pre-
sented the court with aerial pho-
tographs purportedly showing
that the route Mrs. Clow said
she drove from where she was
staying to 7th and Pike Street
was impassable. However,
once enlarged photographs
were examined and all of the
details of the streets could be
seen, it was clear that the route
was open just as Mrs. Clow
had testified.

Second, Nichiren Shoshu
attempted to prove that Ron
Sprinkle’s partner, Officer Vic
Mayhle, who also remembered
the incident in March of 1963,
was not telling the truth. Mayhle
stated in his affidavit that he
remembered when this incident
occurred because it was shortly
before the famous “Goldstein
Incident” that occurred at the
famous Playboy tavern in down-
town Seattle. [The Goldstein
Incident, which received a lot of
press attention at the time,
involved a famous boxer who
got into a fight at the tavern.]

Nichiren Shoshu presented
the sworn affidavit of Seattle
police officer Donald Cameron
(who was apparently working

for Nichiren Shoshu) stating
that he was one of the officers
that had participated in the
Goldstein Incident and had
arrested Goldstein. Cameron
swore under oath that he
remembered the incident very
clearly and Vic Mayhle was not
present. However, we obtained
the actual trial transcript of the
Goldstein trial.

During that trial, Cameron
himself testified that not only
was Vic Mayhle present at the
scene but he, Cameron, had
gone to the scene in the same
car with Officer Mayhle.
Mayhle also testified at the trial
as to exactly what happened
during the Goldstein Incident.
There was no doubt that Mayhle
was present and that Cameron
had not been truthful in his
sworn affidavit.

Third, Nikken Abe, during
his own sworn testimony
before the court, presented a
diary that supposedly proved
beyond a doubt that he was in
bed at 1:00 on the morning of
the incident and thus could not
have been in an altercation
with prostitutes sometime after
2:00 a.m. as Officer Sprinkle
had testified. However, when
experts in altered documents
made a scientific examination
of Nikken’s diary, they con-
cluded that the important
entries that supposedly proved
Nikken’s innocence were writ-
ten in a sequence and with ink
that was completely inconsis-
tent with Nikken’s testimony.

Now, in a final desperate
attempt to convince us that
what did happen did not hap-
pen, Nichiren Shoshu presents
incomplete and misleading
documents and testimony con-
cerning Officer Sprinkle and
his service in the Air Force
Reserves. Similar to their pre-
vious attempts to discredit the
truth, this one will also fail. In
fact, it has already failed in the
United States District Court,
Western District of Wash-
ington at Seattle.

On Aug. 26, Nichiren
Shoshu made a motion in the
United States District Court,
Western District at Seattle,
Judge William L. Dwyer pre-
siding, requesting monetary
sanctions against Ron Sprinkle
for his purported “perjury.”
Both Sprinkle and the Soka
Gakkai filed replies to that
motion with the court, setting
forth only some of the evi-
dence proving that Sprinkle
had been truthful. On Sept. 27,

The Current Status of the Seattle Incident Case

Seattle Incident trial, which started in

Tokyo in 1995. The trial stems from a
defamation lawsuit filed by Nikken and
Nichiren Shoshu against the Soka Gakkai and
its publications in 1993.

In order to prove he has been libeled,
Nikken must convince the court that Mrs.
Hiroe Clow’s account of his March 1963
encounter with prostitutes in Seattle is
untrue. Mrs. Clow’s account was carried in
Soka Gakkai publications, which led to
this suit.

On Aug. 10, a special edition of
Daibyakuho, the temple members’ newspa-
per in Japan, attempted to discount the testi-
mony in the trial of former Seattle police
officer Ronald Sprinkle, a defense witness
who was one of the two officers that detained
Nikken that evening. Mr. Sprinkle’s testimo-
ny corroborated Mrs. Clow’s story.
According to Nikken’s attorneys, however,

T his is the fourth year in the ongoing

Officer Sprinkle was not with the Seattle
Police Department but the Air Force at the
time of the incident.

Recently, there have been two develop-
ments in the Seattle Incident case:

1) On Sept. 28 in the Seattle Incident Trial
in Tokyo, Soka Gakkai attorneys presented
evidence refuting Nichiren Shoshu’s claim
that defense witness and former Seattle
police officer Ronald Sprinkle was not pre-
sent at the site of the Seattle Incident in
March 1963 because he was on active mili-
tary duty.

2) In a separate case, the United States
District Court, Western District of
Washington at Seattle, on Sept. 27 denied
Nichiren Shoshu’s Aug. 26 motion request-
ing monetary sanctions against Mr. Sprinkle
for purported “perjury.”

Judge Dwyer denied Nichiren
Shoshu’s motion for sanctions
finding that Nichiren Shoshu
had not presented clear and
convincing evidence that the
testimony was false.

there is no doubt that Ron

Sprinkle is telling the
truth. His own actions them-
selves lead to this conclusion.
Sprinkle’s reputation for hon-
esty and integrity as a police
officer was very high. His
father was a police officer, his
cousin was the sheriff of King
County, Wash., and others in
the family were police offi-
cers. In an effort to show
everyone he had absolutely
nothing to hide, Sprinkle vol-
untarily offered to take a poly-
graph (lie-detector) test. The
test was administered by one
of the leading polygraph
examiners in the world—a
man who helped train poly-
graph examiners at the FBI,
the United States Secret
Service and the Japanese
National Police.

A polygraph examination
was administered to Sprinkle
concerning the truthfulness of
his testimony about the events
that occurred on 7th and Pike
Street in March 1963. Sprinkle
passed the polygraph test with
complete truthfulness. The
polygraph examiner concluded,
to a reasonable certainty, that
Sprinkle was telling the truth.

Years ago we had conducted

It is important to note that

an investigation concerning
Sprinkle’s military service. We
concluded that there was
absolutely no doubt that
Sprinkle was working in March
1963 as a Seattle police officer.
This conclusion was supported
by the testimony of Officer Vic
Mayhle, who was Sprinkle’s
partner on that evening.

It was also supported by the
testimony of former officer
James Williams, who was
Sprinkle’s partner at the time of
the Goldstein Incident. It is also
supported by the testimony of
former officer Ed Marion, who
remembers talking to Sprinkle
in March 1963 about the inci-
dent with the Asian man
(Nikken Abe). Furthermore, in
recent weeks, following the
new accusations by Nichiren
Shoshu, we have again con-
ducted an investigation.

The evidence will show that
Nichiren Shoshu has presented
Air Force and Seattle Police
Department documents in a
manner that is very misleading
and incomplete. Important
documents and facts that
Nichiren Shoshu knows about
are omitted from their presen-
tation. These facts make per-
fectly clear that Sprinkle’s
presence on the street working
as a Seattle police officer in
March 1963 is completely
consistent with his record of
military service.

We also have a photograph
of Ron Sprinkle taken from the
Seattle Post Intelligencer

newspaper of March 29, 1963.
In the caption below the pho-
tograph, it states, “Mr. and
Mrs. Ronald C. Sprinkle who
were married recently in
Bayview Manor are now at
home in Seattle.” We will soon
present a very large amount of
both testimony and documen-
tary evidence to prove exactly
what that newspaper picture
implies. In March 1963,
Officer Ron Sprinkle was liv-
ing at home, working as a
Seattle police officer, and
encountered Nikken Abe at 7th
and Pike Street in an alterca-
tion with prostitutes.
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EXPERIENCE — CORY TAYLOR, NORTH HOLLYWOOD, CALIF.

Winning an Emmy Is
Just the Beginning

Editor, cinematographer Cory
Taylor, an SGI-USA member,
won an Emmy this August for his
work as a sound editor for The
National Geographic television
documentary “Avalanche.” Over
the last nine months, Cory was
also the overall director of the
Youth Grand Culture Festival.
He wrote the concept of the
festival, articulating the theme:
Sound to the World! A Fanfare of
Life and Peace! A Vibrant Dance
of Successors Expressing Our
Pledge for the 21st Century. Cory
shares his evolution as a film-
maker and as a Buddhist.

ince I was in the fourth

grade, | had a dream of

becoming a filmmaker.

1 was exposed to the
arts through my parents at a
young age. They took my
brother and me to all sorts of
museums and cultural activi-
ties. As a result, I was always
making up stories, putting on
mini talent shows for my fam-
ily. I loved to entertain, and in
the fourth grade I became
hooked on acting.

Later in the seventh grade,
Mrs. Hudson, my filmmaking
teacher planted a seed in me. I
loved her filmmaking class, but
she gave me a C. Mrs. Hudson
told me I was very talented but
added that I didn’t work hard; I
never edited or polished my
films. I think she was trying to
teach me to be better than what
I was. In fact, this seemed to be
a constant theme of my school
years..but did I get it? The
truth was, unless I was really
interested in something, I
wouldn’t give it my all.

In 1985 I went to UCLA and I
wrote and produced some
plays—that’s where I also met
my wife, Julie. It was in my
senior year at UCLA that I was
introduced to Nichiren Daisho-
nin’s Buddhism by my room-
mate’s younger brother, Darin.
He took an interest in finding out
who I was, and tried to encour-
age me despite my huge ego.
Because of his caring | eventual-
ly joined the SGI-USA in 1988.

Soon after, I came to the real-
ization that my pursuit of the arts
and filmmaking was motivated
by my self-consuming need to
feed my ego. I realized this
through practicing Buddhism.

Fortunately around the same
time, I met many young men’s
division members who were

seriously developing their lives
based on SGI President Ikeda’s
writings. And because I looked
up to them, I wanted to do the
same. I began to study his
guidance and tried to apply it
to my life. I’'m really moved by
President Ikeda’s heart, and
like in the movie As Good As it
Gets, when Jack Nicholson
says to Helen Hunt, ““You make
me want to be a better man,”
President lkeda makes me
want to be a better person.

Three years into my prac-
tice I got a job as a reception-
ist for National Geographic
Television. At the time I
thought it was going to be a
“cush” job that would provide
me plenty of time to write. But
something was growing in me.
I joined the Soka Group and
Gajokai, and I was learning
through participating in such
activities and reading Pres-
ident Ikeda’s writings, about
the value of hard work. I
learned little lessons like
doing more than is required,
looking for things that can
improve the quality of every-
one’s experience at work, etc.
Over time, I did my best to
implement these ideas.

I had realized I was a 99
percent inspiration and zero
percent perspiration kind of
guy. I knew I wanted to do all
these things with my life, but I
didn’t know how. I knew I had
to change, but I didn’t have
confidence. While working
for National Geographic, I
decided that I was going to
learn how to make films—
what goes into it and to learn
how to work with people. 1
decided I wanted to become a
filmmaker of rare quality.

In my eight years of experi-
ence at National Geographic, I
was promoted many times—
from a receptionist to a produc-
tion assistant, to a researcher,
to an associate producer, to an
assistant editor, to an editor
and a cinematographer.

Needless to say, the film-
making business can be a dog-
eat-dog world. There were so
many instances where I was
going to lose, overestimating
my abilities. There were days
when I wanted to push my
boss into a corner and demand
more opportunities. So many
times I was going to give into
the petty indignities. But
President Ikeda’s writes: “Mr.

Toda once said every one’s
ideal is to get a job they like
(beauty), that offers financial
security (benefit), where they
can contribute to society
(good). But not many can find
the perfect job from the start.
The most important thing is to
first become indispensable
where you are....You will real-
ize that none of your efforts
and hardships have been wast-
ed. Mr. Toda taught that this is
the great benefit of the Mystic
Law” (Discussions On Youth,
vol. 1, pp. 146-47).

All those times when I was
going to give up or make a
foolish choice, through chanti-
ng, reading President Ikeda’s
guidance, receiving encour-
agement and really trying to
“walk the walk” by putting the
guidance into action, I was
able to make different choices.
As a result I became a trusted
employee. | was able to devel-
op a work ethic and was
afforded more opportunity at
work. I found myself going on
film assignments around the
world. 1 traveled to the
Caribbean to film an active
volcano, Russia to film
Siberian tigers, New Mexico to
the world’s most pristine
underground cave, and through
Oklahoma to chase tornadoes.

Every step of the way I
could have made a choice that
would have meant the end
instead of a beginning, but I
learned how to support oth-
ers— how to care about other
people—not to just pursue
my own goals at the expense
of other people, but how to
make the right kinds of causes
so that everybody wins.

This summer I was nomi-
nated for two Emmy awards in
the categories of cinematogra-
phy and sound editing. Then
in August, I received an
Emmy award for my work as a
sound editor in a documentary
called “Avalanche.” The
Emmy award is actually testi-
mony that I was able to con-
tribute in those work relation-
ships, to The National
Geographic Society and to the
interpersonal dynamic in this
work situation.

Through Soka Group and
Gajokali, I learned the value of
hard work. Chanting for peo-
ple’s happiness and safety,
standing post in a parking lot
night after night, rushing around
to district activities—all these
opportunities were changing my
life fundamentally. They were
necessary to train myself.

I was so insecure in college.
For example, if I met a student
who was a better filmmaker
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After Cory presents his Emmy to SGI President Ikeda, the SGI leader returns

it to him at the Kyushu General meeting in Tokyo, Sept. 4.

than me, instead of feeling
wonderful, T felt like I had to
outdo that person. Or I'd find a
flaw in them. I was unable to
celebrate someone else’s great-
ness because I felt it dimin-
ished my own. Simply trying
to outdo others for a sense of
self-worth is not self-worth at
all. ’'m continuously battling
that. I’'m learning that when
you genuinely care about peo-
ple, you build a confidence
that no one can take away.

In making “Avalanche,” 1
worked for a great producer
Barry Nye. He is the most suc-
cessful editor ever at National
Geographic—a multi-Emmy
award winner. He chose me as
his editor when he decided to
produce. The challenge of
“Avalanche” was that we were
given the assignment in the
middle of summer when there
was no snow. We had to deliv-
er by the following winter.

We joined forces with
avalanche cinematographer,
Steve Kroschel and flew to
Anchorage, Al. last October.
We started avalanches with
two of the world’s most
renowned avalanche experts.
We filmed on a glacier at
about 12,000 feet where the
temperature is 10 degrees. We
dropped dynamite out of heli-
copters on the mountain tops
to start these avalanches. That
was when I got frost nip on my
fingertips. It was excruciating-
ly painful in that 30-below
wind-chill, but it was a small
set back for a successful shoot.

I believe one of the impor-
tant qualities of good writers
and directors is that they have
a rare insight into humanity.
To me that’s what separates a
regular movie from one that
really impacts you. The
degree of insight into humani-

ty that the director and writer
possess, often determines
whether a movie resonates on
a much deeper level or not.
Who among us has the great-
est insight into humanity —
it’s President Ikeda. Who actu-
ally gets into other people’s
lives and cares about them
more than him? No one. He’s
not doing it for selfish pur-
poses. He really cares and car-
ing is what it is all about. I
want to care like he does.

The Emmy award belongs to
the members of the SGI and
President Ikeda. Actually I
decided to give the Emmy to
President Ikeda to express my
gratitude for all that he has done.
So I went to Japan to do that.

At the Kyushu General
Meeting, where he received an
honorary doctorate from the
National University of Central
Peru, he presented it back to
me. He said you have proven
through your action Nichiren
Daishonin’s words ‘“unseen
virtue brings about visible
reward.” He emphasized the
qualities of genuineness and
humility, as opposed to being
cunning and clever. And said
that youth should not seek out
glory too quickly.

My promise is this: to fight
against my superficial nature,
to continue to try and live a
contributive life. I will contin-
ue to challenge my weaknesses
through my Buddhist practice.
Just as President Ikeda states in
his message to the Youth Grand
Culture Festival (see p. 4):
“Wholehearted commitment
opens the path to victory.
Earnest sincerity has the power
to move people’s hearts.” I
view winning the Emmy as the
beginning. Now my battle
begins. The question is who do
I become from here. wij
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SGI PRESIDENT IKEDA’S MESSAGE TO THE CULTURE FESTIVAL

A Grand Human Network of Trust

In his message to the 1st SGI-USA Youth Grand
Culture Festival, SGI President Ikeda says, ‘I hope
that you will continue, always with bright smiles and
high spirits, to be good friends to one another, to share
and encourage one another as you build a grand

human network of trust.

y heartfelt con-

gratulations on

the 1st SGI-USA

Youth Grand Cul-
ture Festival, an event that has
opened the path to the 21st
century.

Truly, this was a celebration
of peace filled with hope; an
expression of the vibrant cre-
ativity of youth, overflowing
with joy! In my heart, I have
crossed the Pacific, flying to
the Pasadena Civic Auditorium
to be with you, to sing and to
dance together with your viva-
cious, energetic spirits. And
now I join my voice with yours
in a cheer of victory.

You have forged in your
lives the experience of taking
on the noble challenge of
youth. You have left your last-
ing mark in the history of cul-
ture and creation.

Friends from 128 countries
worldwide join me in offering
you their thunderous applause,
celebrating the drama of the
victory won by the American
youth division members,
whom I cherish and respect.

Images of this Grand
Culture Festival will be broad-
cast and seen throughout the
world. I wish to declare that
from this site, the dawn of a
new, glorious America has
broken, bright and brilliant in
the skies of the new century.

We have been honored
today with the presence of a
number of distinguished
guests. Please accept my
heartfelt gratitude for the time
you have taken from your
pressing schedules to attend
this event and for the warm
support that you have extend-
ed the performers.

What path has humanity
tread to this day? And what
path will we take into the
future? The 6 billion inhabi-
tants of Earth have begun to
seek in earnest for a clear
future direction. This was the
urgent question that I sought to
find answers to in my discus-
sions with Dr. Linus Pauling,
this century’s greatest chemist
who, alongside his wife, Helen
Ava, worked tirelessly to cre-
ate a world of peace.

It is my conviction that we
must make the 21st century a
Century of Life. Humankind
must focus its attention on the
ultimate frontier, that of life
itself. We must learn to pull
forth from the depths of our
beings that awesome spiritual
strength that is greater even
than the power of nuclear
weapons.

It is you, my friends, who
have taken the lead in this
endeavor as the youthful lead-
ers of a new renaissance who
embrace, explore and put into
practice a philosophy rooted
in life itself.

Buddhism teaches that if
you wish to know the effects
that will be manifest in the
future, look at the causes that
exist in the present. In this
sense, there is no doubt that
each and every one of you is a
person of profound and pre-
cious mission who will grow
and develop extraordinary
leadership.

Please know that I respect,
trust and believe in you from
the bottom of my heart.

No matter what kinds of
troubles may assail you, no
matter how long the days of
frustration, you must not fear,
and you must not give up. You
have embraced the great, fun-
damental principle that gov-
erns the workings of the uni-
verse itself. Your way forward
cannot and will not be blocked.

Buddhism teaches us that it is
powerful resistance and opposi-
tion—even more than friendly
support—which enables us to
grow. In the same way, it teach-
es us that when various difficul-
ties and obstacles arise, the wise
person will rejoice and the fool-
ish person will retreat.

Thus you should, with
serenity and wisdom, rise
above any present difficulties
and continue to advance, one
step at a time, moving forward,
always forward, with strength
and perseverance.

You yourself must become
strong and wise. With pro-
found confidence, continue
the work of forging a dia-
mond-like state of life that
nothing can defeat or destroy.

‘When hope is not to be found,
create hope!

The great writer Aldous
Huxley had a profound inter-
est and knowledge of
Mahayana Buddhism. His
belief was that genuine trans-
formation comes not from
without but from within the
individual.

I express my appreciation
for the youth division’s Victory
Over Violence signature-drive
campaign, which has been
held in localities throughout
the United States. Through
your efforts, you have shared
the philosophy of nonviolence
and respect for the sanctity of
life with your friends, fulfill-
ing your mission to create new
waves of shared feeling and
understanding.

Wholehearted commitment
opens the path to victory.
Earnest sincerity has the power
to move people’s hearts.
Nothing is more potent than
the solidarity of ordinary citi-
zens. You, as young people
dedicated to justice, have
demonstrated this truth.

As the great champion of
non-violence Mahatma Gandhi
declared, the most powerful
rebuke one can deliver evil is to
expand the unity of genuine
friendship into the world.

I hope that you will contin-
ue, always with bright smiles
and high spirits, to be good
friends to one another, to
share and encourage one
another as you build a grand
human network of trust.

Please continue to shine in
your communities, your
schools and your places of
work, as you energetically
engage in activities to make
society a better place for all.
My young friends, filled
with strength and hope! 1 want
to share with you some stanzas
from a poem by the great
African ~ American  poet
Langston Hughes. In this
poem, Hughes, while declaring
his struggle against fierce dis-
crimination, expresses his con-
tinued hopes for America:

Let America be America
again.
Let it be the dream it
used to be.
Let it be the pioneer on
the plain
Seeking a home where he
himself is free.
sesesk
Let America be the dream
the dreamers dreamed —
Let it be that great strong
land of love
Where never kings con-
nive nor tyrants scheme
That any man may be
crushed by one above.
skkk

We, the people, must
redeem

Our land, the mines, the
plants, the rivers,

The mountains and the
endless plain—

All, all the stretch of these
great green states—

And make America again!

Photo by ROBBIE EVANS

The final, culminating
undertaking of my life is edu-
cation. The Orange County
campus of Soka University of
America, which will open on
May 3, 2001, represents the
fulfillment of a grand dream
entrusted to me by our men-
tors, presidents Makiguchi and
Toda. I am determined to con-
tinue the solemn work of creat-
ing venues and opportunities
for you to enact the grand
drama of your lives.

Together let us live out lives
of true greatness!

Together let us create a
grand America!

Together let us build an
ideal world of harmony such
as has never been seen in
human history!

I close by offering my
heartfelt prayers for the con-
tinued health, happiness and
success of all who have been
so kind as to come and partic-
ipate in today’s event. Please
also convey my warmest
regards to all your family
members.

Congratulations on your
great success!

Congratulations on your
grand victory!

I salute the youth division
of the United States, a driving
force for the entire world!

September 25, 1999

Daisaku Ikeda
President
Soka Gakkai International
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Thoughts on the Festival

Ar un
Gandhi,
grandson of
Mahatma
Gandhi and
founder
and direc-
tor of M. K.
Gandhi
Institute for Nonviolence: “Td
like to congratulate all the
young people who were
involved in putting on this
wonderful show. I'd also like to
join Dr. Ikeda in saying that
you are the future of the world.
And I hope that you’ll make
the world a better place than
we did. The 21st century’s just
a few days away and we would
like to make it a century of
peace and harmony and do
away with all the violence that
we have seen in our society up
until now. I was very moved by
the theme of the show. This
performance touched people
because of the moral and ethi-
cal values it portrayed.”

Linda Paul-
ing Kamb,
daughter
of  Linus
Pauling and
President of
L.C. Proge-
ny, Inc.: “It
— was wonder-
ful. Today they showed a histo-
ry of nonviolence and of the
violence we have had and in
the different ways that people
have taken to overcome the
violence. I thought it was just a
moving presentation. As Mr.
Ikeda said, they’re so energetic,
so vivacious, so enthusiastic.
It’s wonderful to see a bit of
history put together with dance
and song.”

R. (Raj)
Rajmohan,
Program
Developer
and Direc-
tor at M.K.
Gandhi
Institute:
“I’m over-
whelmed. These young kids
gave an extraordinarily mov-
ing performance today. I have
been spending the whole day
meeting with the youth and we
had some wonderful discus-
sions. I was really impressed,
especially by the young women
who are a part of this organiza-
tion. It was really heartening to
see them sharing their indepen-
dent ideas about the issues of
nonviolence. The way they
articulated how they view the

issues of violence and asserted
themselves as women—1 was
so impressed with their presen-
tation. I wish them well.”

Laura
Huxley,
peace activ-
ist and wife
of Aldous
Huxley: “I
J ] I loved the
' ; show, par-
A 4 ticularlypthe
part that showed the history of
the world and what has hap-
pened because of all the vio-
lence. We have tokeepaddress-
ing the violence around
us in order to create

peace.”

Norma Fos-
ter, Presi-
dent of the
Board of
the Inter-
faith Coun-
cil for the
United
Nations: “I
have lived in many countries
of the world and have met
many of the leaders that were
part of the era these young
people kind of relived for us
today. Their performance real-
ly drove home the shame of
that era, but the way they dealt
with it helped me to deal with
it, too. I go away with far more
hope and promise for the
future. There were 700 hearts
up there, but they all stood out
as individuals. That’s what was
so wonderful. They came at
you one at a time individually
and you know they were going
to walk away as 700 emissaries
who are going to change the
world. It was so strong. I have
never felt that kind of feeling
from a performance before.”

Jazz musi-
cian and
SGI-USA
member
Wayne
Shorter: “It
seems to me
that there
was a sense
of self-instruction, rather than a
sense of self-destruction. It
looked like the young people
did everything themselves, even
allowed to run and bump into
each other and drop things back
stage. There was not the regi-
mented element that somehow
infiltrates professionalism; it’s
hidden in a sense of authority
that comes with being profes-
sional and aiming at being per-

S ept. 25 was the “first day
of the 21st century,” as
Jomo Thorne, SGI-USA
junior high school division
leader, put it. The 1st SGI-
USA Youth Grand Culture
Festival, held Sept. 25 at the
Civic  Auditorium  in
Pasadena, Calif., was the
youth division members’
kickoff toward the new era.

The 700 youth performers
ambitiously took on all of
human history. The show
started with the past: human-
ity’s violent struggle with
itself, depicted through reen-
actments of everything from
the American Revolution to
Nelson Mandela’s liberation
in South Africa.

There was the present: the
youth of today taking a stand
against the violent world

Youth Culture Festival
Begins New Century

they are growing up in—a
world in which guns have
even sneaked their way into
the classroom. And there
was the future: Bodhisattvas
of the Earth, the next gener-
ation of youth division mem-
bers, emerging from the
earth and expressing through
music and dance their deter-
mination to take responsibil-
ity for the future.

A video presentation on
three large screens above the
stage also introduced SGI
President Ikeda’s worldwide
travels for peace, which
segued into greetings from
SGI youth across the country
and around the world. The
festival closed with an origi-
nal song, “Rise,” penned by
SGI-USA members Wayne
Green and Brian Potter,

which summed up the
youth’s resolve: “From the
Earth / to the skies / to the
stars / we will rise / our time
is now.”

—JEFF FARR

Thanks to all the photogra-
phers who covered the youth
festival: Gregory Nakasuji,
Lisa Hollis, Stephanie
Sydney, Jean Pritchard,
Martin Cohen, Don
Hodgson, Ron Campise,
Audrey Dempsey, Jan Sibert,
Kenny Jackson, Emi Gwin,
Brad Larsen and Lisa
Maxwell. Thanks also to the
correspondents who helped
with the interviews: Phyllis
Turner, Susan McDonough
and Lois Litvin.

fect. I think imperfect is perfect.
I think that they will grasp what
they are doing in other areas,
and make it work in their lives
as they go along on the road of
living, where it hasn’t worked in
the past. It’s time for courage
and vision, a brave heart to acti-
vate before it’s too late.”

Musician
and SGI-
USA mem-
ber Duncan
Sheik, 29,
has two hit
CDs and
billing on
critics’ Top
Ten music lists: “I jumped at
the chance to perform in the
youth festival. I was just really
excited to do it and I was real-
ly honored. I want those kids to
really understand that if you
chant and have a really consis-
tent practice, if you really fol-
low your heart and you take
action about your dreams,
there’s no doubt you'll succeed
in your endeavor— whatever
you want to do!”

Guitarist
and SGI-
USA mem-
ber Larry
Coryell: “I
really wasn’t
ready for the
emotional
impact! It

really is a vision of presidents
Makiguchi, Toda and, of
course, President Ikeda. It was
a crystallization of what we do
in this practice. It was just an
instant understanding. This is
why we practice Buddhism.”

Kadiji
Ellis, 23,
Los Ange-
les; dancer:
“In the
Victory Over
Violence
video that
the Youth
Peace Committee sent to all
the areas, they talk about pas-
sive violence. A lot of the pas-
sive violence I feel is passive
violence I do to myself: sec-
ond-guessing myself and not
feeling comfortable with the
decisions I make. I want to
blame other people, but it’s
really me. I'm chanting that
with each move I make in the
dance performance, I break
what it is that’s holding me
back from being happy. Every
move is a cause to stop the
slander against my own life.
How can I encourage anybody
when I am fighting within
myself? I’ve already seen the
breakthroughs in the last few
weeks. Just being able to see
where the violence is in my
life and understanding that I
have to stop fighting myself is
a breakthrough.”

Midori
Kobayashi,
24; Hunt-
ington
Beach;
flau-
tist/per-
former in
classroom
“I just moved to
Orange County from Japan. |
am a student at Orange Coast
College. I have to learn to
have a self-motivated prac-
tice. I have made many new
friends through this activity,
especially in the student divi-
son. We all have the same
problems at school. We
worry about what we will do
after we are finished. We are
fighting for the future and we
have to do this together to
make our dreams come true.”

scene:

Lindsey
Crummett,
4 17, Yorba

Linda,
Orange
County;
played the
role of
Thomas
Jefferson: “I was born into
this practice. There are five
kids in my family. I took
chanting for granted. I'd go to
meetings with my parents and
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‘The human
revolution ofa
single individual
can change the
destiny of all
humankind.
—Daisaku
Ikeda

Mahatma Gandhi and the movement for nonviolence. Bartholdi’s Lady Liberty. Civil rights — Rosa Parks, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and Nelson Mandela.
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anfare of Life and Peace?!’

(Above) The Music/Fife and Drum Corps
honor the pioneers of kosen-rufu.

(Right) Renown musicians Wayne
Shorter on saxophone, guitarist Larry
Coryell and trumpeter Shunzo Ono
(shown on screen).

(Below) Pop artist Duncan Sheik
performs A Mirror in the Heart, written
by SGI-USA member Steven Sater.

l"h-rf I .

Boys and girls join the youth chorus in singing an original composition, ‘Rise.
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330 Nationwide Youth Gather for a 3-Day Conference

ore than 330 youth, including one participant from
St. Maarten, gathered in Los Angeles from around
the United States on Sept. 24-26. It marked the
largest nationwide youth event this year. In lieu
of the youth summer conferences at the Florida Nature and Cul-
ture Center, representatives from the junior high and high
school, student and youth divisions took part in the three-day
conference as a departure toward the new century. These ac-
tivities are the first in a series of commemorative events that
will celebrate next year’s 70th anniversary of the founding of
the Soka Gakkai and the 40th anniversary of the SGI-USA.

The youth kicked off their weekend with an inspirational
meeting at the Los Angeles Friendship Center attended by SGI
General Director Eiichi Wada and SGI Vice Women’s Division
Leader Yumiko Hachiya. They encouraged the youth to “con-
tinue to practice throughout their lives so they can become peo-
ple who are devoted to the happiness of others.” Through deep-
ening their friendships based on warm heart-to-heart exchange,
the participants were challenged to stand up and take respon-
sibility for American and worldwide kosen-rufu.

The weekend itinerary was loaded with faith-filled, as well
as fun-filled, activities. The first stop was a tour of the Soka
University of America, Aliso Viejo, campus. Although the
campus is still under construction, the tour offered many the
opportunity to see the lifelong vision of humanistic educa-
tion—that of Soka Gakkai presidents Tsunesaburo
Makiguchi and Josei Toda and SGI President Daisaku
Ikeda— coming to fruition.

Other highlights included: an afternoon of shopping and
“kicking around” at Laguna Beach; a BBQ at Aliso Viejo
Ranch; spirited talent shows; group discussions on various top-
ics, including the mentor — disciple relationship, Victory Over
Violence, time management, sharing Buddhism, the temple
issue, the importance of study; a lecture with Arun Gandhi;
and, of course, treasured memories of the Youth Grand Cul-
ture Festival! And lots and lots of new friendships and com-
memorative photos!!

versity in
Philadelphia. One of my deter-
minations for this conference

— STEPHANIE CELANO
Art Cong- was based on President
don, 20, [Ikeda’s guidance that when
Philadel- you are a student you should
phia, Pa.: focus on your studies whole-
“I’'m a  heartedly. I determined that
physics my schoolwork would not be
major at adversely affected by my
Temple Uni- coming, because that would

defeat the whole purpose of
coming. Rather, I tried to use
this activity as a chance to

An afternoon visit to Laguna Beach after a tour of the Soka University of America, Aliso Viejo, campus.

boost my determination so
that 1 could make it through
this semester successfully.”

7 Essien Ita,
29; South
| River, N.J.:
‘| “The most
meaningful
part of this
conference
has  been
meeting new
people and coming to under-
stand more about the vision we
have in America for worldwide
kosen-rufu; also understanding
the in-depth mission we have
regarding the temple issue. |
really understand the compas-
sion President Ikeda has for all
the members. He wants us to
grow in America. I’'m learning
that through this visit.”

Monique Compton, 22, San
Francisco: “My group discus-
sion with the Student Division
was on time management.

Photo by EMI GWIN

m T ik .

A a tour of the Soka University of America, Aliso Viejo, campus under construction.

It helped a
lot because
| that’s my
struggle
right now. |
was at Cal
y State Hay-
ward  but
now I'm
working part time. My goal is
to go back to school this fall.
Why shouldn’t I pursue my
education? What’s taking me
so long to get back into school
is my lazy nature—that time
management struggle.”

Michael
Lewis, 23,
Radcliff,
Ky.: “One
| other per-
son came
from Ken-
tucky.
Financially
it was a struggle to come to
this activity—1I had to work
and chant a lot. Now in my
youth I feel like I'm at the
cusp of realizing what I am
going to do with my life, what
profession I’'m going to
choose that will help benefit
the kosen-rufu movement. I
felt this activity would give
me a jump-start to help me
realize that. I'm chanting
about what I want to do. I'm
learning a lot from other peo-
ple’s experiences. The dia-
logue in the group discussions
were great. | have developed a
better understanding of Presi-
dent Ikeda’s dream and seeing
it become reality. Because he
works so selflessly for others,
that helps me not to be so self-
ish. Seeing Soka University
(in Aliso Viejo) was really
awe-inspiring.”

Shane
Fawcett, 16,
Denver,
Colo.: I had
a lot of
obstacles
before 1
came. My
mom  and
aunt recently started talking
after not speaking for about
six years. But right before I
came, they started fighting
again. [ felt really discour-
aged, but I knew I had to come
because I know when some-
thing bad happens, something
good usually follows. I knew |
had to get to the good part. |
love my mom a lot and I love
my aunt a lot. I want this
activity to be the cause for my
family to stop fighting.

f Atiba
Joseph, 16,
New York
City: There
was no
FNCC con-
ference this
year for the
youth and I
missed it so much, so I want-
ed to participate in this activi-
ty. I had $400 to go shopping
for school; it was the exact
amount for the downpayment
to go on this trip. I decided to
put the money to better use
than buying clothes. I got new
clothes anyway.

“I'm involved in creative
workshops in New York—
acting, singing, dancing, hip-
hop. I’'m part of the video
crew. I’m hoping to bring
back the spirit of this event—
everybody’s so peaceful. |
want to bring back this peace
and harmony.”



OCTOBER 15, 1999 *« WORLD TRIBUNE 9

Michele
Howland,
16, Boise,
Idaho: I'm
proud to be
the only
person from
Idaho. 1
have to bring a lot back. There
are about 13 youth in my area.
I’m here to see what everyone
is experiencing. I’'m taking in
a lifetime of lessons.”

Julie
Szarowski-
Cox, 30,
Buffalo,
| N.Y.: “I
| hope to gain
a  deeper
relationship
with Presi-
dent Ikeda through participat-
ing in this activity, to bring the
mentor—disciple relationship
back to the members in
Upstate New York. To bring it
alive, to start fresh. I’ve been
reading The Human Revolu-
tion again. President Toda
talked about preparing Japan
in 1951-52 for take-off, like a
plane that has to gain enough
momentum down the runway
in order to lift off. The way
they did that was to propagate
in rural Japan; they started
building the organization in
the outlying areas so they
were on the same level as
Tokyo. For me kosen-rufu
means propagating Buddhism
widely, helping this philoso-
phy take hold in American
society.

“Society today is filled with
violence, corruption and war.
In order for us to change the
world—to really be able to
reach people—we have to
start by changing our own
lives. We have to help people
realize the truth, even if they
don’t practice Buddhism. If
they can embrace the concept
of the dignity of human life,
then we can help bring about
fundamental changes and a
peaceful society.

Nobu Mas-
siah, 13,
Bridgeport,
Conn.: “I
met Atiba at
the FNCC
last  year.
My brother
introduced
me to him and we’ve been
friends ever since. We went to
a Boston activity together,
too. This activity I want to
develop a new state of mind,
how I think about the world.
Sometimes I think negatively
and I catch myself. I want

to be a better person. I want
to help people as much
as possible and live the
moment.

One of my leaders told me
that these are golden memo-
ries and I should always
remember this activity and
encourage other people. So 1
want to encourage people by
taking pictures and bringing
back all the souvenirs I can
and telling them what a great
experience I had. I think peo-
ple will have more faith in this
practice knowing that there
are people that want to prac-
tice this Buddhism just like
them. This will help them to
keep practicing with their
whole heart and not give up at
times. This will give them
some reinforcement. I think I
should be that.”

Y u mi
Kobayashi,
28, San
Diego:  “I
really want-
ed to im-
| prove in my
life. I really
want to
enjoy my life. That’s why I
joined Byakuren. I wanted to
meet other members too. In fact
I’'m so excited because I met so
many people. There’s no differ-
ence for me in kosen-rufu here
and in Japan. Everyone’s heart is
the same. I was never allowed to
join Byakuren in Japan because
my hair is dyed and I'm sun-
tanned. I like doing Byakuren in
America. It’s too strict in Japan.
Everything in America is great
“I want to encourage people
to never give up and that they
are always a Buddha and that
they can always solve their
problems. Even if your life is
not good now you can change it.

Photo by EMI GWIN

Lively group discussions are held at the Los Angeles Friendhip Center.

Photo by BRAD LARSEN

Steven
Orgas, 22,
Wenatchee,
Wash.: “I
grew up in a
gang in
Corpus
Christie,
Texas. We
grew up in a violent commu-
nity and we reacted through
carrying guns and fighting
and all kinds of violence. That
was all we knew. I've been
chanting for four years. I got
my friends to chant. I could
feel the cage door opening.

“The theme of Victory Over
Violence is perfect. The main
thing 1 understand from
Nichiren  Daishonin  and
President Ikeda’s guidance is the
fusion of our lives with the
Gohonzon—that it’s within
us—and chanting Nam-
myoho-renge-kyo brings our
potential forward. I take the
fusion seriously. When this VOV
came about, my friends were
interested in getting involved —
everyone wants peace.

“Since I've been telling
them about VOV, I have had a

New friendships are created throughout the weekend.

lot of opportunities to tell
them about Buddhism. They
understand that Buddhism is
life. Now their environments
are changing.

“I’m a musician. My friends
and I did a concert together for
VOV. My friends loved it so
much they want to do it again
and VOV is the cause.

“I’m reading “The Opening
of the Eyes” because I'm
ready to take my faith to the
next level. I want to take back
all the energy, guidance and
friendship.

“I started practicing alone in
my family and my now father
and four of my six brothers
started in the last year.”

Paul Wet-
zel, 35, Tor-
rence,
Calif.: I got
involved
with Soka
Group be-
cause 1
wanted to
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do gongyo sometimes in the
morning, but only because I
had to. Everyone else seemed
to be having revelations and it
was becoming really important
to them. But I never had huge
problems to help me realize
how important chanting was.
This is such a huge perfor-
mance and my family has been
experiencing many prob-
lems. Recently my boyfriend
started chanting. In fact, he’s
in the show—he plays Tru-
man. This performance has
really gotten me to chant. My
mood has improved; people
keep telling me how happy 1
seem. [ think I’m getting my
revelation now. I'm realizing
how important this is. I’ve
chanted more in this time peri-
od than I’ve ever had. It’s mak-
ing me a stronger member.”

Christo-
pher Gue-
vara, 17,
Bur-bank,
Calif.,
played the
role of
Gandhi:
“My family
wasn’t practicing with the SGI
organization for almost six
years. We were told about this
activity and we decided to
exchange our Nikken Gohon-
zon. Ever since then, my sis-
ter, Desiree, and I have been
chanting—for two months
now. Our relationship has
totally changed. We don’t
fight any more. I noticed
when my parents would ask us
to help with the house chores,
before we wouldn’t do it, but
now we do. Since we
exchanged the Gohonzon, we
are happier. The Gohonzon
reflects ourselves inside; we
could feel the change in our
lives. We have changed as a
family and as individuals.

“My parents are now prac-
ticing in the SGI. They used to
have arguments; now they are
communicating and resolving
them. That makes me and my
sister very happy.”

Nichi
Ellorin, 25,
San Diego,
hair stylist
and make-
up artist:
“My biggest
struggle
was that this
is the first time I’ve supported
behind the scenes. I’ve always
been a performer. It’s kind of
neat because I’ve been trying

to get the younger people in
San Diego involved. It seems
that much younger kids are
involved—just like bodhi-
sattvas rising from the earth.
I’m so happy to be a part of
that. One of the main things
was encouraging the younger
kids about the mentor—disci-
ple relationship and the idea
that one person can make a dif-
ference. I think that is starting
to happen. They are starting to
do gongyo on their own, devel-
oping a self-motivated prac-
tice. They are striving to con-
nect with President Ikeda and
they are identifying themselves
with the roles they are play-
ing— Thomas Jefferson, Rosa
Parks, Nelson Mandela. They
are appreciating the pioneers
who built the Soka Gakkai.”

Jennifer
Ahn, 16,
Torrance,
Calif., cho-
rus: “I
learned a lot
about
myself and
others,
mostly how to interact. I'm
developing a lot of confi-
dence. I think the theme of
Victory Over Violence is
great. I think about it during
difficult situations. I’m trying
not to stereotype people. I'm
able to smile at people rather
than look down at them.

“The chorus sang the song
‘Rise.” The first time I heard
the words 1 felt like crying—
the lyrics are so strong, so full.
My personal prayer is to suc-
ceed in school and to go to a
good college. My mom has so
much expectation for me.”

Steve
Melendez,
13, Los
Angeles,
Music
Corps,
snare drum-
mer: “Yeah.
- Everyone
did a lot of work. We had a lot
of fun, great times. I’ll keep
on playing the drums and
we’ll work for world peace.”

Julian
Melendez,
19, Los
Angeles,
Musiec
Corps,
clave play-
er: “Yeah |
liked to
come out often to the practices
and I liked to get up early in
the morning to do this. I think

it’s very important for every-
body to pitch in.”

Holly Kha-
dem, 14,
Los Ange-
les, Rhythm
Nation
dancer: “I
have made a
lot of good
friends. I've
also been able to fulfill all my
school work in addition to
practicing and performing.
When 1 read the World Tri-
bune, 1 am encouraged by
people’s lives and 1 want to
chant because of that.”

Alana
Abner, 13,
Los Ange-
les, Rhythm
Nation
dancer):
“I’'ve  been
in Rhythm
Nation for
three years. I was born into
this practice. At the rehearsals
for the festival, we learned
about Victory Over Vio-
lence—we learned not to
tease people. I’'m taking it to
my school and kids are

responding.”

Idonarose
Orr, 11,
Rhythm
Nation
Dancer: “I
had to over-
come a
’ problem
<\ with  my
back—sometimes it goes out
on me. I had to miss some
practices. I really chanted to
solve my problem. I saw my
doctor once a week. I also
developed iritis, inflammation
of my iris. I chanted to get over
that, too. I really love to per-
form. This was my first big
performance in the SGI-USA. 1
think this is important to
encourage everyone around the
world with our Victory Over
Violence campaign. If every-
one joined in Victory Over
Violence, then we would surely
have world peace.”

and April Fawcett.

Emily Kerns, 25; Sara
Marsh-Newman, 21 and
April Fawcett, 24; Los
Angeles; dancers:

Sarah: “All three of us had
to really get over our egos for
this performance.”

Emily: “It’s the perfection
issue because a lot of us have
danced before but not profes-
sionally in a long time. And
we are dancing with girls who
are professional dancers.”

April: “Sara teaches dance,
but I came out of retirement.

I’ve been retired for five, six
years. I used to dance profes-
sionally in Chicago. I'm a
runner and I do yoga but that
doesn’t help me with dance.
The only way to be in dance
shape is to dance.”

Emily: “For me, I had to
really work through my karma
because I was going to quit. |
had to go home and chant a lot
for the courage to come back
and say it doesn’t matter if I'm
perfect or not, I am just going
to dance.”
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put my practice into ‘turbo
speed.” I enjoy protecting peo-
ple. I’ve gotten so much out of
this activity, like challenging
my weaknesses and fears—
fear of failure. I have passion
now to practice. It’s great to be
with all the youth when
they’re creating such great
memories that they’ll remem-
ber forever. This is the most
fun activity I’ve been involved
in. I want to keep this energy
alive. I want to use it to get
involved in the temple issue. I
want to meet with temple
members to encourage them.
Recently, 1 read President
Ikeda’s poem, ‘Be Strong,” I
understand what he means
when he said ‘Fear is Hell. /
Courage is joy.” I realize now I
can help other people.”

Roshni
Ray, 17,
Weehaw-
ken, N.J.:
“We are
having our
own festival
in Decem-
ber in New
Jersey. This activity is very
encouraging to me. There is
no end to the details. The
Byakuren are everywhere —1
feel so protected. We can learn
a lot for our festival—Ilearn
how much you can care for
just one person.”

Latterell,
L | 21, Minne-
japolis,
& Minn.: “It’s
really been
refreshing
to meet so
many
members
from all over the country. I
very fortunate to attend an
event of this size and I will
bring back the energy I
experienced here to
Minnesota.”

Photo by BRAD LARSEN

Arun Gandhi addresses the youth at
the Los Angeles Friendship Center,
Sept. 25, prior to the festival.

Jessica
Mentzer,
21, Corval-
lis, Ore.:
| “Arun
Gandhi
seemed
really down
to earth. He
was just talking like he was
having a conversation with us.
He wasn’t lecturing us about
how we should act. He was
sharing his view about the
importance of nonviolence.
He seemed to be an easily
reachable person. That’s what
touched me the most.”

Kimberly
Parks, 19,
Washing-
ton, D.C.:
“Seeing
A r un
Gandhi and
meeting him
and listen-
ing to him tell these stories
that his grandfather had told
him makes me feel so con-
nected to everybody and
makes me really feel like [ am
doing my mission. When 1
was young and I would chant
to the Gohonzon, I would
envision myself as I am right
now, at this age, old enough to
have an effect, but still young.
It’s just as Arun Gandhi said,
you don’t have to be a Martin
Luther King or a Gandhi to
make a difference.”
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Shin'ichi Yamamoto explains why he some-
times scolds leaders: 'l am strict because |
have high expectations for them.

he conversation unfolded

I pleasantly as they sat

around the dinner table.

“When [ was harshly scolded
by my boss,” said Koji
Hashimoto, “I didn’t appreci-
ate how fortunate I was. Now,
looking back, I am grateful. But
at the time....”

Shin’ichi Yamamoto nodded.
“That’s not unusual,” he said.
“At the time, you only feel suf-
fering. But [ am sure that your
boss was thinking of your best
interests—and even weeping
inside—as he scolded you.
There are times when I speak
strongly to our leaders, but [am
not doing it out of spite. I am
strict because I have high ex-
pectations for them. Unfortu-
nately, there are some who don’t
understand that and leave the
organization. And that’s a terri-
ble shame.

“Unless others point out our

our negative, destructive ten-
dencies at the root. If this does-
n’t happen when we’re young,
we will never reform ourselves,
no matter how many times we
are told to.

“After I scold someone, I
continue to think of them. In
my heart I pray that they have
understood my intent, that
they’ll stick with me and con-
tinue to fight alongside me, that
they’ll keep striving without
being discouraged. Essentially
there is no more wonderful
thing in life, irrespective of
your field of endeavor, than
having such a mentor or
teacher. Besides, if we aren’t
scolded every once in a while,
we grow lax. Every good cook
knows that adding a pinch of
salt makes anything sweet taste
better. I wish now that Mr. Toda
had scolded me much more
than he did.”

lllustration by KENICHIRO UCHIDA
=

faults to us, our lives can drift
into negative patterns. Before
we know it, we’ve grown lazy
and complacent. If we are left to
drift further in that direction,
then, even if we have outstand-
ing abilities, we cannot make
the best use of them. Ultimately,
our lives end up in failure. If we
are to achieve great things in
life, we need people who will
point out our shortcomings
when they see them and cut off

To those sitting around the
table, Shin’ichi’s guidance was
in itself a feast; it was food and
nourishment for their faith.

The next day, Shin’ichi went
sightseeing around Paris with
the leaders accompanying him
from Tokyo and the young men
from Germany. He particularly
wanted the youth to have an en-
joyable, memorable visit. They
went to the Louvre first, be-
cause Shin’ichi wished to give

EVOLUTION

SGl President lkeda’'s novelized history of the Soka Gakkai

lllustration by KENICHIRO UCHIDA

these members—who spent
their days working in the coal
mines, covered with coal dust,
and all their spare time at night
tirelessly carrying out Soka
Gakkai activities—a chance to
experience great art.

After that, they visited the
Arc de Triomphe, Montmartre
and the Bois de Boulogne.

It was heartwarming to see
the simple pleasure and excite-
ment of the young men as they
took in the sights and listened
intently to Eiji Kawasaki’s ex-
planations. They were like eager
school children on a field trip.

Standing on the hill of Mont-
martre, looking out over Paris,
Shin’ichi asked Kawasaki,
“What do you think will happen
to the Common Market now?”

That year, 1963, world at-
tention was focused on
whether the United Kingdom
would join the Common Mar-
ket, more formally known as
the European Economic Com-
munity. The outcome was seen
as having significant impact
on the future direction of Eu-
ropean unification. The EEC
had been founded in 1958 with
six member nations—France,
West Germany, Italy, the

Netherlands, Belgium and
Luxembourg—with the aim of
economic unification. The
United Kingdom, however,
having access to the huge mar-
ket of the Commonwealth, op-
posed this move, and in 1960
established the rival European
Free Trade Association with
six other European nations
that had not joined the EEC.
While the EEC flourished,
EFTA did not result in signifi-
cant economic growth. In addi-
tion, a rising force for not just
economic butalso political uni-
fication began to make itself
felt within the EEC. To ward
off possible isolation from the
rest of Europe, the United
Kingdom applied for member-
ship to the Common Market in
August 1961, and negotiations
had been under way ever since.
On Jan. 14, the day before
Shin’ichi’s arrival in Paris, the
final negotiation session was
held at the EEC Headquarters
in Brussels, Belgium. In nego-
tiations up to that point, the
United Kingdom’s desire to
protect its markets within the
Commonwealth had proved a
serious obstacle to member-
ship, but most observers be-

lieved that at this session those
difficulties would be sur-
mounted, and that the United
Kingdom would be admitted to
the Common Market.

But that same day, President
Charles de Gaulle of France
held a press conference at the
Elysée Palace, the presidential
offices, and stated his opposi-
tion to British membership. He
also rejected the United States
supplying France with nuclear
missiles. At the time, France
had its own nuclear weapons
development program, and de
Gaulle’s statement was an an-
nouncement that France would
not follow the U.S.-led West-
ern defense strategy.

Kawasaki replied to Shin’ichi:
“With what’s happened today, it
may be difficult for Britain to
join the Common Market at this
time. De Gaulle wants to make a
show of French power and inde-
pendence for the benefit of
Americans and the British.
That’s what politics is all about,
it seems—shows of strength.”

Daisaku Ikeda appears in the
novel as Shin’ichi Yamamoto.
The events take place in 1963.
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