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SGI PrRESIDENT IKEDA’S FEB. 3 MESSAGE

Forgetting Is the Easy Way ()ut

In this message to a recent leaders
conference, the SGI president talks about

Simon Wiesenthal, survivor of the
Nazi concentration camps and world-
famous Nazi hunter. Dr. Wiesenthal says
that forgetting is the easy way out, and
President lkeda echoes his message.
Explaining that Dr. Wiesenthal sees his
true enemy as humanity’s inclination to
forget past injustice, President lkeda
emphasizes how important in kosen-rufu
it is to never stop fighting for justice — to
never forget justice.

hank you for gather-
ing for this prefec-
ture leaders confer-
ence. First, I want to

foolish leaders” (The Major
Writings of Nichiren Daishonin,
vol. 3, p. 198).

Leaders have an important

quoteapassagefrom responsibility. They are the mo-
Nichiren Daishonin:  tivating force that makes things
“Ifaboatishandled happen. They are the heart of a

by an unskilled
steersman, it may

movement. Everything depends
upon them. Whether people’s

capsize and drown
everyone aboard. Likewise, even
if someone has great physical
strength, if he lacks a resolute
spirit, he cannot give full play to
his abilities. In this country,
there are many wise persons, but
they cannot utilize their wisdom
because they are governed by

potential is given full play or
wasted, whether opportunities
are taken or lost—it all depends
upon the leaders.

I hope that you will be wise,
courageous leaders.

From Jan. 26, an exhibition
commemorating the 30th an-
niversary of my appeal for the
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Nazi hunter Simon Wiesenthal (right) meets with Bosnia-Herzegovina Deputy Foreign Minister Husein Zivalj in
Vienna, November 1998. Wiesenthal had just received an award from the Bosnia-Herzegovina Embassy.

restoration of diplomatic rela-
tions between China and Japan
is being held at the Soka Gakkai
Toda Peace Memorial Hall in
Kanagawa Prefecture, Japan.

The exhibition, which will run
through April 18, commemo-
rates the 30th anniversary of
President Ikeda’s Sept. 8, 1968,
call for the normalization of re-
lations between China and
Japan. Based on his belief that
“world peace is not possible
without friendly China—Japan
relations,” he suggested several
practical ideas to be put into ac-
tion, thus opening the way,
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which had been blocked for so
long, to restoring diplomatic
ties between the two nations. His
appeal is highly regarded in
China and known as “The 1968
Proposal.”

The friendly relations that
exist today between China and
Japan are the result of the ef-
forts of many, many ordinary
people working together at the
grass roots.

Among the items on display
at this exhibition are Chinese
Premier Zhou Enlai’s ivory
paper knife, given to me by his
wife, Deng Yingchao, and her
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own beloved jade pen holder,
which she presented to me.

A very important essay that
Deng Yingchao, “mother of the
Chinese people,” wrote in
April 1988 at age 84, has re-
cently been made public for the
first time. It is a recollection in
the form of a letter to her late
husband Zhou Enlai, who had
died 12 years earlier. Madame
Deng reminisces about their
life together, a life devoted to
a shared cause. I want to intro-
duce a portion of this essay
today.

PLEASE SEE SPEECH, 10

ENCOURAGEMENT

President Ikeda talks about taking
action, March 10.
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rilliant mastery of
dance; exquisite
flowers of humanity.
The tour of Japan by
the China Beijing Opera
Troupe, sponsored by the Min-
On Concert Association, has
been extremely well received.
Each performance has drawn
thunderous applause and cheers,
the program being praised as
one truly befitting the 50th an-
niversary of the founding of the
People’s Republic of China,
which the tour commemorates.
This gives me great delight.
OnJan. 18, Italked atlength
about the fascinating appeal
and spirit of Beijing Opera
with representative troupe
members who included Fang
Jie, director of the troupe and
vice president of the China Arts
Festival Foundation.
The performers’ faces exude
a tremendous sincerity and in-
tegrity. Each utterance, each
gesture is a lovely blossom, an
expression of dignified elegance
and grace. Even out of costume,
the lifeblood of art flows
through their veins. Their artis-
tic spirit shines from their lives
with diamond brilliance.

The performers are the very
life of Beijing Opera, and their
training is incredibly strict.

Mei Lanfang, one of the
most famous Beijing Opera fe-
male-role performers of this
century, began his training at
aboutage 7 or 8. Both his father
and grandfather were famous
performers, but when young
Mei started out, he was com-
pletely inept. He was so slow
on the uptake that his instruc-
tor eventually threw in the
towel in disgust.

Still, the youth was deter-
mined to learn. After being ac-
cepted by a new teacher, he got
up every morning before dawn
and went with his teacher to the

AN EssAy By SGI PRESIDENT IKEDA

PEACE THROUGH ART

In this essay on Beijing Opera, President Ikeda makes the point that ‘art is a
powerful “weapon” in the struggle for peace. It is one of the highest expres-
sions of human victory.” He praises artists for creating peace through their art.

Courtesy of SEIKYO PRESS

deserted city walls, where he
practiced vocalization under his
teacher’s strict tutelage. They
would return to young Mei’s
house, where his teacher would
drill him rigorously in the basic
movements and techniques of
Beijing Opera, starting with the
most elementary aspects like
walking. Eventually, a voice as
beautiful as an angel’s — a voice
that pierced the heavens — is-
sued from his young lips.
Among the performers who

accompanied Mei Lanfang on
his last tour of Japan, in 1956,
was Yuan Shihai, one of the fore-
most Beijing Opera performers
today. Now, his son, Yuan Xiao-
hai, highly acclaimed for his per-
formances as Guan Yu in the Ro-
mance of the Three Kingdoms, is
a member of the Min-On tour. I
had the pleasure of meeting him
with the troupe representatives.
Both father and son have now
performed in Japan, contribut-
ing to two generations of

eign language education.

www.soka.edu/calabasas/

SUA Announcement

Now in its fifth year, Soka University of America’s graduate school is ac-
cepting applications for its master’s degree program in second and for-

Individuals seeking admission to the M.A. program must hold a baccalau-
reate or bachelor’s degree with a minimum grade-point average of 2.7 or B-
on a four-point scale. Applicants whose native language is not English are re-
quired to submit a Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) with a min-
imum score of 600. Applications for the 1999-2000 academic year are due by
March 31. For more information, contact the Graduate Admissions Office at
26800 West Mulholland Hwy., Calabasas, CA 91302. Telephone (818) 878-
3717, e-mail: grad_admissions@soka.edu. Or visit our website:

China—Japan
friendship.

As with Mei
Lanfang, Yuan
Shihai entered a
school for Bei-
jing Opera per-
formers at
around age 10,
about seven
decades ago.
The school day
was filled with
rigorous prac-
tice starting
early in the
morning and
continuing until

as late as 10:00 p.m. Of course,
conditions are different today, but
the great masters of Beijing Opera
teach us the eternal lesson that tri-
als and challenges are the key to
self-perfection.

This year marks the 25th an-
niversary of my first visit to China,
the first step in my endeavors to
build a golden bridge of friendship
between China and Japan. Since
then, we have received many,
many superlative Chinese artists,
all of whom have been wonderful
cultural ambassadors.

The performing arts groups
that have visited Japan under the
auspices of Min-On include the
Peking Artist Group (1975); the
Shanghai Peking Opera Troupe
(1976); various artists and musi-
cal groups in the concert series
“A Musical Voyage Along the
Silk Road” (1979—present); the
Beijing People’s Art Theater
(1983, 1990); the Shanghai Peo-
ple’s Art Theater (1985); the Ori-
ental Song and Dance Ensemble
(1991, 1993); the Yunnan Song
and Dance Ensemble (1995);
the Xinhui Artist Group (1996);
the Radio Nationalities Orches-
tra (1997); and the Central Na-
tionalities Song and Dance En-
semble (1998).

I remember the 1976 visit of
the Shanghai Peking Opera
Troupe with a special fond-
ness. The troupe presented
contemporary, revolutionary
operas such as Taking Tiger
Mountain by Strategy, which
depicted events of the Chinese
Revolution. The final perfor-
mance of the tour took place in
the gymnasium of Soka Uni-
versity in Hachioji, and I was
fortunate to attend. After the
performance, the troupe mem-
bers joined some 50,000 youth,
many of them waving Chinese
flags in welcome, on the uni-
versity’s athletic field for a
friendship rally. I called then
for the early conclusion of a
China—Japan peace and friend-
ship treaty.

The highlight of the evening
was a chorus by all in atten-
dance. Linked by a sense of deep
connectedness, everyone there
sang “I Love the Fate of Heav-
enly Peace in Beijing” in Chi-
nese. By the end of the rally, the
opera troupe members had
linked arms with the members of
the Soka Gakkai Brass Band and
Fife and Drum Corps. Standing
in front of a huge banner with
the words “May the Friendship
Between the People of China
and Japan Long Endure,” they
sang as one.

Their voices reverberated
high, endlessly high, into the
clear, blue skies.

The friendship that exists
between the people of China
and Japan today is not the
work of political leaders. It is
the work of an alliance of wise
pacifists who ardently hope
for the peace of both nations.
It is the crystallization of the
people’s will, and it was
achieved through their com-
bined effort. Anyone who
would dare to exploit this
friendship that is growing
stronger between our two peo-
ple and claim credit for it is in-
sulting China and desecrating
the incredible efforts of those
who worked selflessly to forge
this friendship’s foundation.

Artis apowerful ‘weapon’in
the struggle for peace. It is one
of the highest expressions of
human victory. The efforts that
artists make in perfecting and
performing their art are in them-
selves efforts to create peace
and culture for all humanity.

Beijing Opera originated
among the people. Though in
Chinese Beijing Operalliterally
means opera of the capital, it
developed first in rural areas. It
is a product of the people’s en-
ergy. Eventually, it was adopted
by China’s capital, going on to
become a spiritual treasure of
the entire Chinese people.

To me, this dynamic popular
spirit, like the ever-recurrent
rhythm of life, makes Beijing
Opera a perfect, unsurpassed
artistic tribute to the lasting
friendship between China and
Japan.

This series is published
as “Thoughts on The
New Human Revolution”
in the Seikyo Shimbun.
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SGI PRESIDENT IKEDA’S MARCH 6 ENCOURAGEMENT

Members First!

SGlI President Ikeda attended a confer-
ence March 6 in Shinjuku, Tokyo, with
representatives from the United States,
Hong Kong, Europe, Oceania and
Japan. He gave the following points:

* Doctors who put their patients’
welfare first, not their own, can be
called genuine doctors. They are re-
spected. Chefs always intent on sat-
isfying their diners are highly valued.
In the same way, SGI leaders who
think of the members first in all en-
deavors, not of themselves, produce
benefit for both themselves and oth-
ers. They contribute to the develop-
ment of our organization.

« It is important to make continual
efforts to impart joy and delight to oth-
ers and to offer warm words of praise.

* We should cast aside selfishness
and devote ourselves to serving and
supporting our comrades in faith.
Then, we can live out our missions
and bring our lives to wonderful
completion. We must live in such a
way that we have no regrets at the end
of our lives. Viewed from the per-
spective of the Buddhist Law, to be a
leader in the SGI is itself the highest
honor.

* No one is stronger than those who
have decided, no matter where they
are, that “This is where I will live! This
is where I will win!” Those who have
striven throughout with this spirit will,
at the end of their lives, emanate the
luminous glow of fulfillment, joy and
benefit that comes from the very
depths of their beings. Wil

Anna Rosmus Speaks at SUA

Photo by GREGORY NAKASUJI

s a young woman, Anna Rosmus

had no idea of her Bavarian home-
town’s dark Nazi past. Butin 1980, when
she began research for an essay about her
town, Passau, during the Third Reich, she
met with enormous resistance and even
persecution from her fellow citizens. No
one, it seemed, wanted her to reveal that
many town officials were former Nazis.
Or that many Jews, including many chil-
dren and babies, had been murdered there
during World War II. The citizens of pic-
turesque Passau had allowed the Holo-
caust to come to town and had supported
it — but had tried to hide from what they
had done. Ms. Rosmus, whose courage
has since been immortalized in the Oscar-
nominated documentary The Nasty Girl,
decided to make Passau face its past.

In a lecture March 2 at Soka Univer-
sity of America, Calabasas, Ms. Rosmus
shared her experience, which she said
taught her many lessons about “the dan-
ger of forgiving and the nature of per-
sonal responsibility.” The more she
delved into Passau’s anti-Semitic past,
the more she felt she understood the na-
ture of discrimination: It is, she empha-
sized at SUA, the persecution of anyone
considered different.

In a Q-and-A session after her talk,
Ms. Rosmus said that while much has
changed in Germany, she feels that the
discrimination has never really ended —
in fact, it has only spread to include other
groups in addition to Jews. Ms. Rosmus
believes that Nazism is unfortunately still
alive and well today, and must still be
combated. This is the mission to which
she has dedicated her life.

The Rosmus lecture was the latest in
the ongoing Human Rights Lecture Se-

Anna Rosmus shares her experience, March 2.

ries being sponsored by SUA, Calabasas,
to promote peace, justice and social re-

form through education.
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Nothing Can Defeat Us,
Friends

Photo by GREGORY NAKASUJI

dversity was to

strike Shunzo Ono

again. In Decem-

ber 1995, he was
told he had cancer of the tonsils.
The cancer was said to be Stage
4 — the most advanced stage.
This time, it was not his career
as a trumpeter but his very life
that hung in the balance.

When I was notified that he
would have to undergo surgery,
Iimmediately sent a message to
encourage him. And I prayed
earnestly to the Gohonzon for
the recovery of this most
beloved disciple.

“Heavenly deities! Bodhi-
sattva Medicine King! Please
protect my dear disciple!” I
prayed. “Please go to work on
his behalf!”

Mr. Ono chanted to find a
good doctor, and he did. The
operation was performed by a
leading specialist in the field
and was a great success. That
was three years ago, in Febru-
ary 1996.

From day to day, we may not
be able to see the great benefit
that we are accumulating in the
course of our SGI activities, but
ata crucial moment, it is clearly
manifested as a powerful pro-
tective force — it’s much like
having a million allies fighting
on our behalf.

In Nichiren Daishonin’s Bud-
dhism, the benefits, whether in-
conspicuous or conspicuous, are
enormous!

Mr. Ono’s courageous strug-
gle for recovery continued after
his operation. The surgery had
removed not only the cancerous
tonsils but also some of the
lymph nodes and surrounding
muscle tissue in his throat. He
could not open his mouth unless
he pried it open with his hands.

He had to undergo physio-
therapy to regain use of his fa-
cial muscles and also had to go
through more than 35 sessions
of radiation therapy, which
brought with it the side effects
of vomiting and insomnia.
These took a heavy toll on Mr.
Ono’s body, and he grew ex-
tremely weak.

Buthe had a firm resolve that
kept him going: to join his fel-
low members on stage at the
15th World Peace Youth Culture

When We Have God

Shunzo Ono (center) with Nestor Torres (left) and Wayne Shorter at Carnegie Hall, June 1996.

SGI President lkeda continues with the experience of SGI-USA
member and master trumpeter Shunzo Ono in part 3 of his
February Headquarters Leaders Meeting speech. After
recovering from a car accident, adversity strikes Mr. Ono again:
cancer. But his fellow jazz musicians in the SGI rally round him
and help him overcome this obstacle, too. ‘Nichiren Daishonin
repeatedly exhorts us to associate with good friends,’ President
Ikeda explains, so that we can completely triumph in life.

Festival to be held in New York
a few months later.

Together, Mr. and Mrs. Ono
waged an awesome battle
against the devil of illness. They
were absolutely determined not
to be defeated. I sent them a
number of messages of support.
T also continued to chant for Mr.
Ono’s recovery.

Up until five days before the
culture festival, Mr. Ono was so
weak that he had to have a tube
inserted in his stomach and be
fed intravenously. But through
determination, through sheer
force of will, he finally took his
place on stage for that wonder-
ful festival, which was held in
the world-renowned Carnegie
Hall. That was in June 1996.

Joining him on stage were the
beautiful fellow members who
had supported and encouraged
him over the years. They were
his friends, his fellow musicians,
the world’s leading jazz artists.

On saxophone, there was
Wayne Shorter, whose beloved
wife, Ana Maria, died shortly
after in an airplane crash. I also
sent him words of encourage-
ment and condolence at that sad
time. He has risen above his
grief with great strength and
gone on to win Grammy Awards
in 1997 and 1998.

On piano, there was Herbie
Hancock, who won an Academy
Award for Best Original Score
in 1987 and Grammy Awards in
1995 and 1997.

There was also Buster Williams
on bass, Larry Coryell on guitar,
Nestor Torres on flute, Robin
Eubanks and Steve Turre on
trombone, Kenwood Dennard
on drums and Frank Colén on
percussion.

Eachis one of the world’s top
artists in his field; each is a great
musician of the Mystic Law.
They lent their warm support to
Mr. Ono privately and profes-

sionally, and together they cre-
ated a superlative culture festi-
val that will go down in the an-
nals of our movement and be
remembered for all posterity.

We must never be
deceived by corrupt
individuals.

Mr. Ono has always shared
life’s joys and sufferings with
these good friends, with these
wonderful fellow members.
And, in fact, he has made it his
guideline to do so. That is why
he’s strong. That is why nothing
can defeat him. That is why he
continues to grow.

The Daishonin repeatedly
exhorts us to associate with
good friends. He cites the Sutra
passage “Thrust aside evil
friends and associate with good
companions” (The Lotus Sutra,
p-78).

We mustn’t allow ourselves

to be deceived by corrupt, self-
serving individuals. Such peo-
ple are arrogant and seek only to
use others for their own ends.
People of this kind exploit the
Gakkai, the members’ sincerity,
social status and even political
power, using everything as a
means for increasing their own
wealth and prestige. They are
consumed by self-interest.

The day of the culture festi-
val, Mr. Ono’s fellow musicians,
knowing his condition, rallied
round him with a sublime har-
mony of spirit. I’ll never forget
that sight. “The Song of Human
Revolution,” transformed by a
jazz arrangement, resounded
powerfully through Carnegie
Hall.

Today, the Soka Gakkai
Brass Band also performed a
rousing rendition of the same
song. I thank them for it.

The performance in Carnegie
Hall was the magnificent crys-
tallization of the indestructible
bonds of comrades. It was sim-
ply stunning — art at its most
brilliant. Electrified by the jazz
musician’s stirring perfor-
mance, the audience responded
with unrestrained cheers and
thunderous applause. On and on
it went, conveying their heartfelt
joy and approval.

Professional musicians and
music critics have also raved
about Mr. Ono’s trumpet play-
ing as he has returned to the
limelight, making such com-
ments as “Ono’s back on top!”
and “Ono has made a comeback
from illness to play better than
he ever has before.”

I was overjoyed, too. “The
SGI’s champion trumpeter has
risen again like the phoenix,” I
thought.

Sharing sufferings and joys
with his fellow members, with
the SGI and with me, Mr. Ono
has performed a brilliant song of
the triumph of the human spirit.

Let us join in a round of ap-
plause for Mr. Ono and his fel-
low artists in New York!

As we exert ourselves tire-
lessly for the sake of kosen-rufu,
we transform our lives from
those filled with the sufferings
of birth, aging, sickness and

PLEASE SEE FRIENDS, NEXT PAGE
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death and win lives of joy, lives
infused with the four noble
virtues of eternity, happiness,
true self and purity. This is faith
in the Mystic Law. This is the
Daishonin’s Buddhism.

In the “Record of the Orally
Transmitted Teachings,” the
Daishonin states: “The four
sides [of the Treasure Tower]
represent the four sufferings of
birth, aging, sickness and death.
These four aspects of life adorn
the tower of our individual lives.
By chanting Nam-myoho-
renge-kyo through birth, aging,
sickness and death, the fra-
grance of the four virtues [of
eternity, happiness, true self and
purity] are made to issue forth
[from our lives]” (Gosho Zen-
shu, p. 740).

How do we overcome the in-
escapable sufferings of birth,
aging, sickness and death? The
answer is: only through faith in
the Mystic Law. No other reli-
gion or political or economic
system can provide a funda-
mental solution to these innate
problems of human existence.

Without coming to grips with
this one most essential issue, there
can be no true happiness for the
individual. Nor will it be possible
to create aresplendent global civ-
ilization in the coming century.

And the time has come to
usher in a Century of Life. But
what is life? How do we live our
lives? How do we overcome the
sufferings inherent in the human
condition? These questions
must be humanity’s focus. The
undercurrents of the times are
flowing steadily in this direc-
tion as we move inexorably to-
ward the 21st century.

Since we are pioneering
practitioners of the Daishonin’s
eternal Buddhism, let us sound
a great, joyous and exuberant
trumpet call of victory, like a
bugle heralding the dawn. Letus
work, with courage and vigor, to
further spread throughout the
world our great philosophy of
hope for the new century.

Victorious reports of your ac-
tivities in each region have been
pouring in to our Headquarters.
From the start of the year, each
and every region has been mak-
ing remarkable strides. A pow-
erful momentum toward a year
of perfect victory has begun. I
commend all of you from the
bottom of my heart.

All your dedicated efforts are
for the sake of your fellow citi-
zens and for your local commu-
nities. They are for the sake of

Pl GREGORY NAKASUJI

Joining Shunzo Ono on stage at the 15th World Peace Youth Culture Festival held at Carnegie Hall are his fellow member-musicians, who are some
of the world’s leading jazz artists.

kosen-rufu and for your own
happiness as well. Please ad-
vance with that conviction.

The essence of
Nichiren Daishonin’s
Buddhism is sharing it
with others.

February is the month in
which the Daishonin and sec-
ond Soka Gakkai president Josei
Toda were born. It is also the
month of the Soka Gakkai’s
February Tradition — a tradi-
tion of redoubled efforts in prop-
agation. This tradition has its
originin February 1952, whenI,
then a 24-year-old youth divi-
sion member, joined Tokyo’s
Kamata Chapter as chapter staff
and achieved with the members
an unprecedented monthly
membership increase of 201
households.

This was at a time when even
the chapters with the highest
propagation records could only
manage at most around a hun-
dred new households a month.
Not even under the direction of
veteran leaders could they get
the numbers past this level.

President Toda watched this
situation closely. “At this rate,”
he said, “the Soka Gakkai will
never grow into a large organi-
zation. We won’t be able to re-
alize kosen-rufu.” So he sum-
moned me and said, “Daisaku,
would you take on the position
of Kamata Chapter staff and

begin to get things going in
earnest?”

Having worked side by side
with President Toda day and
night for many years, I under-
stood his meaning well. Ka-
mata, too, was my hometown.

“Leave it to me,” I told him.

Embracing my mentor’s
heart as my own, I challenged
myself with all my might. And I
made Kamata the No. 1 chapter
in Japan.

I created a breach for the ad-
vance of kosen-rufu. After that,
this momentum for propagation
spread rapidly to other areas of
Japan, and our movement to
widely share the Daishonin’s
Buddhism began to grow and
make significant progress.

The Kamata Chapter leader
and women’s division leader at
that time, Takashi Koizumi and
Shizuko Shiraki, my wife’s
mother, also poured all their en-
ergies into propagation efforts.

I went to Kamata. And Ka-
mata began to take off. Then
Tokyo began to take off. And
then our chapters all over Japan
began to take off.

The new membership total for
the whole Soka Gakkai for Jan-
uary 1952 was 635 house-
holds. After the landmark re-
sults of Kamata Chapter in
February, the new membership
total for that March showed a
dramatic increase, surpassing
1,000 households — a figure

that had long been a monthly
target for the Gakkai but never
before achieved. By November
and December the same year,
the new membership monthly
totals both reached in excess
0f 2,000 households. The entire
Gakkai membership at the be-
ginning of 1952 was 5,727
households. By the end of the
vear, it had leapt to 22,324
households.

There were many leaders
who had far higher positions
than I. But ultimately, positions
have nothing to do with kosen-
rufu. Truly praiseworthy are
those who introduce and lead
others to Buddhism.

The essence of faith in the
Latter Day, the essence of the
Daishonin’s Buddhism, is prop-
agation, introducing others to
the Mystic Law. Those who do
so are Buddhas; they are the
proud disciples of the original
Buddha, Nichiren Daishonin.
Viewed from the Buddhist per-
spective, all other honors cannot
compare.

Those who share the Bud-
dhist teachings with others are
far more admirable than the
most powerful leaders in soci-
ety. I declare that those who ad-
vance kosen-rufu are the great-
est people of all!

In any event, everything
began with my mentor, Presi-
dent Toda, sending me, his
young disciple, into the “battle-

field.” If President Toda hadn’t
taken this step when he did, and
if I had failed to realize his vi-
sion, today’s Soka Gakkai
would not exist.

Because I fought with the
spirit of oneness with my men-
tor, I opened a great path toward
the realization of kosen-rufu.

I have spoken of this history
today for the sake of posterity.

Let’s do our best
this spring!

You are all extremely pre-
cious. A terrible influenza is
raging in Japan, so please take
good care of yourselves. I am
praying each day, with all my
heart, for your health and
longevity. As honorary Soka
Gakkai president, [ am, after all,
here to serve you.

As the English poet Shelley
says in “Ode to the West Wind,”
“If Winter comes, can Spring be
far behind?”

Let’s make another great
stride as we head into March!
Let’s make the SGI the foremost
organization in the world! Let’s
do our best!

The conclusion of SGI President
lkeda’s speech at the 31st Soka
Gakkai Headquarters Leaders
Meeting, held at the Tokyo
Makiguchi Memorial Hall in
Hachioji, Feb. 2. Part 2 ap-
peared in last week’s issue.
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MIAMI, FEB. 26 SGI-USA
General Director Fred Zaitsu
formally announced the cre-
ation of the Southern Zone and
a new region, the Caribbean
Region, during a meeting with
Florida members at the Miami
Community  Center. This
change promises to enhance
communication and nurturing
of members throughout the
seven southern states of
Florida, Georgia, Arkansas,
Tennessee, Louisiana, Missi-
ssippi and Alabama, as well as
the Caribbean.

Thus three regions —
Atlanta, Florida and Caribbean
— make up the Southern Zone,
with Cliff Sawyer (who lives in
south Florida) and Sheilah
Edwards (an SGI-USA vice
general director based in New
York) holding dual responsibil-
ities as Southern Zone and
Caribbean Region leaders.
Donna Fabian of Atlanta and
Ingmar Soto of south Florida

are the zone youth leaders.
Senior Vice General Director
David Kasahara of New York
will serve as advisor to the
zone.

General Director Zaitsu took
time to share some recent guid-
ance from SGI President Ikeda
on a variety of subjects from
leadership to marriage and sin-
gle life. On behalf of President
Ikeda, he thanked all those
who offer their homes for
Buddhist meetings as places
for “nurturing human poten-
tial.” Buddhism is based on the
idea of a great reformation in
human life, he said, and so nat-
urally “leaders must grow and
reform themselves.” Again
quoting President lkeda, Mr.
Zaitsu reiterated: “We must
nurture a new wave of caring

leaders for the 21Ist century.
Human revolution doesn’t
mean other people’s human
revolution.”

Mr. Zaitsu was accompa-
nied by CIliff Sawyer and
Sheilah Edwards on a journey
to the islands of Puerto Rico,
St. Maarten/St. Martin and
Trinidad and Tobago, where
general meetings and various
other activities with SGI-USA
members were conducted.

— By Terry Ellis

PUERTO RICO, Feb. 27 The town
of Isla Verde where the SGI-
USA community center is
located played host to a general
meeting held this evening.
Some members from the sea-
port of Mayagiiez had char-
tered a bus and traveled more
than two hours to attend the
festive event.

To the members’ delight,
General Director Zaitsu deliv-
ered his entire speech in

St. Maarten/St. Martin

Spanish, diverting from the
original plan to have an inter-
preter read the text. Cultural
performances featured a salsa
dance by young women and a
quartet who performed a classi-
cal number.

After Puerto Rico Area
Leader Eleso Echevarria gave
opening words, Sheilah Ed-
wards addressed the members,
stressing that daily challenges
are opportunites to grow
strong. SGI President Ikeda
handmade the organization, she
said, and the members come
first. She recalled SGI General
Director Eiichi Wada’s guid-
ance, during hist visit to the
United States at the end of last
year, that while one sincere
word of concern can encourage
people for a lifetime, one insin-

cere word can wound their
hearts forever. So let’s use
warm, beautiful words to
encourage one another when-
ever we speak, she said.

Cliff Sawyer expressed his
sincere desire to get to know
the members personally and
find out what he could do to
help them accomplish what
they wanted to do as an organi-
zation.

— By Cliff Sawyer

ST. MAARTEN/ST. MARTIN,
Feb. 28 Spirits were high as
members gathered at 3:00
p-m. for the Caribbean Area
General Meeting at the Maho
Beach Hotel Convention
Center. General Director
Zaitsu praised the pioneering
efforts of all the Caribbean
members and announced the
formation of the new
Caribbean Region. After the
recitation of evening gongyo,
Master of  Ceremonies
Urmain Dormoy and his
daughter Dantza welcomed
everyone in English, French,
Dutch, Spanish and Papia-
mento, the languages of the
island. Then he welcomed
Mr. Zaitsu, who had last visit-
ed the islands six years ago.
Representatives from the
neighboring islands of Aruba,
Bonaire, Antigua, St. Lucia,
Nevis, Guadeloupe, St. Croix
and St. Thomas joined
the festivities, pledging to
strengthen  organizational
unity throughout the entire
Caribbean.

Mr. Zaitsu shared recent
guidance from President
Ikeda explaining the four keys
to advancing in our lives and
the organization: Pray for
members’ happiness, health,
to have no accidents and for
prosperity. “But this does not
mean pray just for people you
like and get along with,” he
explained. “True advance-
ment comes only as we
expand our compassionate
prayers to everyone, includ-
ing those people we do not
like. We
cannot stay
in our com-
fort zone.
We  must
always
continue to

ourselves to have a fresh and
vital life-condition.”

He said that President
Ikeda expects the 21st century
to be an era of dynamic
expan-
sion.
How do
¥ we cre-

ate this? By carrying out the
basics of faith, practice and
study, chanting daimoku,
refreshing our determination
and sharing this Buddhism
with others.

Dr. Cora Christian from the
U.S. Virgin Islands gave
words of encouragement and
made a presentation of Mako
Jumbie dolls, the traditional
dance of carnival on her
island. Caribbean members
affectionately call her
Grandmother because she was
the first person to receive the
Gohonzon in this area.

Cliff Sawyer congratulated
all the members on their new
step forward in Caribbean
kosen-rufu. He said: “Being
the least experienced of all the
zone leaders, it is I who have
much to learn from all of you.
I’'m sure I’'ll make mistakes,
but you can be sure also that I
will chant wholeheartedly for
our victory together, and I will
do everything in my power to
help you.”

— By Jacci Thompson-Dodd

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, March 1
Participants at the general
. meeting held today at
§ the Emerald Isles
j Area Culture Centre
were treated to
scintillating
cultural

formances featuring the steel
pan, calypso, poem and dance
that were distinctly
Trinidadian.

General
Director
Zaitsu’s

™

Caribbean Area members on St. Maarten/St. Martin.

announcement  that  the
Caribbean will now be recog-
nized as a region in its own
right, and that the SGI-USA
organization is now legally
registered on Trinidad and
Tobago was greeted with thun-
derous applause and unfet-
tered expressions of joy.

Mr. Zaitsu said to treat
these developments as a new
departure, a new beginning.
He urged all to deepen their
faith and commitment to
Nichiren Daishonin’s
Buddhism, to return to the
basics of faith, practice and
study and challenge our com-
fort zone, as well as to foster
strong unity to prevent being
influenced negatively by the
Nikken sect.

Sheilah  Edwards also
echoed similar sentiments to
Mr. Zaitsu about the occasion
representing a new beginning.
She then outlined plans for
the establishment of a book-
shop at the Centre in the not-
too-distant future.

Cliff Sawyer praised the
Trinidad and Tobago members
for the high levels of energy
and excitement that they dis-
played during the cultural per-
formances. He said that SGI
members should use their
respective cultures to advance
kosen-rufu.

Mr. Zaitsu’s encourage-
ment, as well as that of
= Mrs. Edwards and Mr.
Sawyer, certainly gave
everyone present a great
boost, as evidenced by
the animated discus-
sion that followed the
meeting. It is a momen-
tum that the members vow to

m O V € Ashaki DeFour performs at the Emerald Isles Area meeting on Trinidad-Tobago. sustain.
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The New York Chapter is born on President Yamamoto’s second visit to New
York. Newly appointed leaders, sharing their sincere determinations for American
kosen-rufu, introduce themselves at the America East General Meeting.

| -
s

b
|

he America East

General Meet-
ing/New  York
Chapter Inau-

gural Meeting was held at
the city’s Japan Club, which
had been rented for the occa-
sion. Around 200 members at-
tended, some of them travel-
ing all the way from Chicago
and Washington, D.C.

When Shin’ichi arrived,
the meeting was already under
way. Kiyoshi Jujo was an-
nouncing the establishment of

New York Chapter, and
excited applause

“ filled the air.
When Shin’ichi
entered the room, the

/ audience cheered.

4 “Hello, everyone!

Good evening,” he called
to them, then saying to Jujo,
“Please continue.”

The vice general director
went on to read the new district
leadership appointments.

New York Chapter, which
would start out with six dis-
tricts, would be the Gakkai’s
sixth U.S. chapter, after the

Los Angeles, San Francisco,
Chicago, Washington, D.C.

- and Hawaii chapters.

Next, Shin’ichi introduced
the new leadership for the
America General Chapter and
New York Chapter: “The fol-
lowing appointments for the

America General Chapter
* were made in Hawaii: Na-
' gayasu Masaki, general

Haruyama, general chapter
women’s division leader.
\, They replace Mr. Jujo and

\ /7 chapter leader, and Emiko
N

1, . M. Kiyohara, who will
.\ | continue to support you

+ as advisors.
“I also wish to an-
nounce today the ap-
pointment of Koichi
Yabe as a general chapter ad-

EVOLUTION

SGI President lkeda’s novelized history of the Soka Gakkai

‘FRESH GROWTH’

VOLUME 7, CHAPTER 2, PARTS 33-34

visor and Tomio Haruyama as
leader of the North America
General Corps of the young
men’s division.

“And now the leaders of
New York Chapter,” he went
on. “Tomio Haruyama has
been appointed chapter leader
— aposition he will hold con-
currently with that of YMD
North America General Corps
leader — and Yukiko Nishino,
who until now has been the
Washington District women’s
division leader, is the new chap-
ter women’s division leader.
Mitsuo Sugihara will serve as
chapter vice leader. In addition,
Robert Nishino, until now a
Washington District advisor,
will become chapter advisor and
Hanae Yabe will become chap-
ter women’s division advisor.

“I will now turn over the
floor to the new leaders, so
that they can introduce them-
selves,” he concluded.

One by one, the newly ap-
pointed leaders came to the
microphone and voiced their
resolutions toward fulfilling
their new responsibilities.

Emiko Haruyama was anx-
ious, wondering what her hus-
band would say. Although he
had accepted the positions of
chapter leader and YMD
leader at Shin’ichi’s request, it
seemed improbable — going
by his past words and actions
— that he would make a de-
termination that would inspire
everyone.

She suddenly realized that
she had begun to chant inside.

inally, it was Chapter

Leader Haruyama’s turn
to introduce himself. He
calmly approached the mi-
crophone and said: “My
name is Haruyama. I’m going
to do my best in faith, study
and practice.”

Everyone waited expec-
tantly for his next words, but
that was it. He promptly re-
turned to his seat. While this
was still registering with the
startled audience, Shin’ichi
began to applaud, leading the
others to do the same.

Emiko’s reaction was
mixed. On the one hand, she
realized that this was proba-
bly the best Tomio was capa-
ble of at this stage, given his
lack of experience. On the
other, she couldn’t help feel-
ing that he could have made a
bit more effort and said some-
thing more.

Eventually, it was her turn
to take the microphone.

“On accepting the enor-
mous responsibility of Amer-
ica General Chapter women’s
division leader,” she said, “I
pledge to work to the fullest
to serve all of you. I look for-
ward to your support.

“Today, the New York
Chapter has been officially
inaugurated. Congratula-
tions!” she continued. “New
York is a leading interna-
tional center for business and
many other fields. In fact,
you could call it the heart of
the world. The establishment
of this New York Chapter is
extremely significant in
terms of our movement to
spread Nichiren Daishonin’s
Buddhism across the globe. I
deeply feel the profound im-
portance of our mission.”

Emiko’s words brimmed
with renewed commitment to
realize kosen-rufu. She had un-
dergone a profound change of
heart from the woman who, a
few days earlier, had serious
doubts about her ability to
promote the Daishonin’s
Buddhism in America. The
guidance she received from
Shin’ichi in Hawaii had

marked a turning point.

Now, she was filled with
hope for the future again. A
desire coursed powerfully
through her to pour her ener-
gies, steadily, naturally, into
pioneering the kosen-rufu
movement in America.

She had spoken with elo-
quence, the dynamic vitality
of her newfound determina-
tion infusing her words.

Next, General Chapter
Leader Masaki rose to speak.
He voiced his resolve to de-
vote himself wholeheartedly
to fulfilling his responsibili-
ties, pledging to give his all to
America to the last moment of
his life.

Then, his voice breaking,
he said: “I’'m so happy, so
very, very happy to finally
welcome Sensei here in New
York — a day we’ve been
looking forward to for so long
— and to hold such a fine
meeting.

“In Los Angeles, President
Yamamoto said that spring
had come to Los Angeles at
last,” he went on. “And now,
spring has also come to New
York. I really feel this with all
my heart. When the Bodhi-
sattvas of the Earth rise, spring
will always follow. Let’s work
together and bring a spring of
happiness and peace to all
America!”

To be continued

Daisaku Ikeda
appears in the novel
as Shin'ichi
Yamamoto. The
events take place in
1963. lllustration by
Ken'ichiro Uchida.
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Madame Deng recalls the time
before she married Zhou Enlai,
when she was about 20. Zhou
was a foreign student in Paris,
and she was a teacher at a girls
school in Tianjin, as well as a
leader of a youth group that she,
Zhou and others had formed.

“Following the elimination of
the Gang of Four,” she writes,
“flowers of reform and openness
are blossoming in our nation
today, growing more beautiful,
large and sturdy with each pass-
ing day. Rich fruit is appearing,
making our nation prosperous and
bringing happiness to our people.

“Do you still remember, oh so
long ago, the letters that passed
between us?” she asks. “They
flew across the Eurasian conti-
nent, across the seas, from the
famed city of Paris to Tianjin on
Bohai Bay. I was always so grate-
ful when the messenger in the
green uniform (the mail carrier)
would place one of your letters in
my hand.

“Once, quite unexpectedly,”
she goes on, “Ireceived a postcard
bearing the image of Karl

Liebknecht and Rosa Luxemburg
that you sent. On the postcard you
wrote a heroic revolutionary’s
pledge: ‘It is my wish that we
might someday, like these two,
mount the steps to the execution
block together.’

Karl Liebknecht was a Ger-
man revolutionary who opposed
militarism, and Rosa Luxemburg
was also an antiwar revolution-
ary, of whom I have spoken many
times in my speeches. Liebknecht
and Luxemburg fought as com-
rades, went to prison for their
cause and were both killed by
counterrevolutionary forces in
January 1919.

The youthful Zhou Enlai
called out to Deng Yingchao:
Like Liebknecht and Luxemburg,
let us give our lives to the revolu-
tion!

What a proud, noble vow of
youth this was!

Madame Deng continues:
“When we took our oath [to join
the revolutionary movement], we
made a firm resolve to die will-
ingly for the revolution; we did
not balk at shedding our blood
and laying down our lives....

“Over long decades,” she
writes, ‘“we devoted ourselves to

SGI PRESIDENT IKEDA’S MARCH 10 ENCOURAGEMENT

People of Action
Win in the End

SGI President lkeda gave the following encourage-
ment at an area leaders conference in Shinjuku, Tokyo,

March 10.

M ost praiseworthy are those who exert themselves
sincerely in this organization dedicated to kosen-
rufu. Thinking that you are special because of your ac-
complishments — like having graduated from a top uni-
versity or studied abroad — and thus losing sight of
kosen-rufu is extremely misguided.

What matters is this: How are you challenging your-
self right now for kosen-rufu? Action is the heart of Bud-
dhism. People of action win in the end.

It is not a matter of your position in the organization.
Truly admirable are those who fight on the front lines of
kosen-rufu regardless of title or rank.

Nichiren Daishonin writes, “The 84,000 teachings [of
the Buddha] are the diary of one’s own life” (Gosho Zen-
shu, p. 563). Only to the extent that we exert ourselves
for kosen-rufu will all the Buddhist principles come to
bloom in our lives, will we be able to do our human rev-
olution, and will we attain the state of ultimate fulfillment.

Please take care of your health, and avoid traffic acci-
dents. Please continue to consolidate the foundation for

the 21st century.

Wl

the revolution, we lived through
untold dangers, faced privations
and hardships, went through thick
and thin together, shared grief and
joy. Sometimes we fought side by
side, sometimes far apart, but al-
ways without fear or thoughts of
self-interest. In our life dedicated
to the revolution, we have always
fought with unswerving purpose,
with perfect composure and calm.

“All through these many
decades, our love never waned,”
she states. “The advance of the
revolution, the progress of con-
struction [of the New China] is
certain to be infinitely bright and
glorious.”

These are the words that
Madame Deng left us. She and
Premier Zhou lived their life to-
gether as fellow soldiers, as com-
rades in arms. They cared nothing
for fame or profit.

It is noble to be a true com-
rade. True comrades never be-
tray one another.

When I think back to my own
wedding, President Toda didn’t
offer my wife and me the usual
sort of wedding congratulations.
He said just one thing: “I want
the two of you to work together
and strive unceasingly for kosen-
rufu!”

Revolution demands selfless
commitment: Those who de-
vote their lives — with this
spirit — to a just, noble cause
have no regrets.

We of the SGI value and
respect each and every
individual to the
highest degree.

Soon, spring will be here. A
new cemetery, the Okinawa Peace
Commemoration Memorial Park,
was recently completed. Where it
is located is famous as the first
place in Japan where the cherry
blossoms bloom each spring. I
hear that the cherry blossoms are
now in full bloom there.

In April last year, we held the
20th annual Zhou Enlai Cherry
Tree Viewing Celebration at Soka
University in Hachioji. Close to a
thousand guests attended this spe-
cial event. Yuichi Hayashi, who
made a tremendous contribution
to friendly China—Japan relations,
was among them. A former diplo-
mat, he served as minister at the
new Japanese embassy in China
after diplomatic ties were re-
stored. He has spoken with great
feeling of his encounters with
Zhou Enlai [in an interview in The
Japan—China Monthly).

From spring 1973, the leaders
of various African states began to
make official visits to China. Mr.

Hayashi said that Premier Zhou
always went out of his way to treat
the representatives of these na-
tions, which still had only a small
international presence, with great
respect and courtesy. The premier
was already quite ill, yet when it
came time for these African
guests to leave, even in the depths
of the harsh Beijing winter, he al-
ways accompanied them to the
airport and cordially saw them off,
remaining until their planes dis-
appeared into the sky.

He was not simply following
empty formality. No, he was al-
ways thinking about how to be
more considerate, more welcom-
ing, more sincere in his dealings
with others. Through these
painstaking efforts, Premier Zhou
contributed to the construction of
the New China, making friends
and allies of his visitors.

In addition, he always made
certain that his young successors
were with him when he was en-
gaged in diplomacy. He used
those opportunities to teach
them the art of diplomacy
through his own example, show-
ing them how to win people’s
hearts with sincerity, personal
integrity and finely tuned cour-
tesy and consideration.

Kosen-rufu is a movement of
unsurpassed humanism, a move-
ment that values and respects
each and every individual to the
highest degree. We must always
strive to exert utmost concern and
consideration for others and al-
ways think what we can do to be
of service and assistance to oth-
ers. We must act with such sin-
cerity and integrity that people
are moved — and astonished —
by our example. This is the very
life of the SGI.

I want to quote another pas-
sage from the Daishonin: “If men-
tor and disciple pray with differ-
ing minds, their prayers will be as
futile as trying to kindle a fire on
water.”

Being in rhythm is very im-
portant in the mentor—disciple
relationship. This is also true in
sports: A team can’t win unless
its members are in rhythm,
united in purpose. This accords
with reason.

And how much more this ap-
plies to Buddhism, the realm of
many in body, one in mind! A
person out of rhythm with
everyone else, a person who de-
stroys the beautiful atmosphere
of camaraderie and shared pur-
pose, commits an offense tanta-
mount to disrupting the unity of
the sangha, the community of
believers — a grave offense in
Buddhism.

Unless evil is removed
at its roots, it will come
back again and again in
the future.

The Simon Wiesenthal Center
in Los Angeles is an organization
dedicated to preserving the mem-
ory of the Holocaust. The center
invited me to speak atits Museum
of Tolerance [in June 1996] about
Tsunesaburo Makiguchi, the
Soka Gakkai’s founder, and how
he laid down his life for his beliefs
in the struggle against Japanese
militarism. Recently, representa-
tives of the center visited Japan in
connection with the exhibition
“The Courage to Remember:
Anne Frank and the Holocaust”
[cosponsored by the Simon
Wiesenthal Center, Soka Univer-
sity and the Soka Gakkai, contin-
uing an extensive tour of Japan].

The center is named after Dr.
Simon Wiesenthal, a survivor of
the Nazi concentration camps. Dr.
Wiesenthal, who is now 90, lives
in Vienna, where he continues his
crusade against the evil commit-
ted by the Nazis. His reputation as
a Nazi hunter strikes fear into
those he pursues. To date, Dr.
Wiesenthal has discovered and
brought to justice some 12,000
Nazi fugitives.

His struggle has led to an in-
ternational consensus that the
Nazis’ acts must never be for-
given. Due to his efforts, former
Nazis who remain at large are un-
able to sleep peacefully, living in
constant fear of exposure.

No matter where they have
hidden, Dr. Wiesenthal has fer-
reted them out. He has left no
stone unturned in his search,
painstakingly gathering and ana-
lyzing information from all over
the world and conceiving of every
possible means to hunt them
down, and bring them to justice.

In these unremitting efforts, he
has had no support from any pub-
lic or government institution. He
has remained a private citizen, and
his efforts have been supported
by the contributions of other pri-
vate citizens.

His enemies have thrown up
roadblocks in his path, threatened
his life and spread foul rumors
about him. He has received
awards and honorary doctorates
from places across the globe but
has been a target of criticism at
home.

Dr. Wiesenthal says that his
true enemy, the thing he has been
fighting for decades, is people’s
inclination to forget the past. As
the years went by, even those who

PLEASE SEE SPEECH, NEXT PAGE
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had burned with anger at the
Nazis after the war began to think
that maybe “enough is enough.”
Even some of the Jewish sur-
vivors of the Holocaust, he says,
declared that they just wanted to
forget about those terrible times.

There had even been moves to
establish a statute of limitations
on claims against ex-Nazis, and
such a statute had come within a
hairsbreadth of being made law.
But Dr. Wiesenthal has always in-
sisted that there can be no statute
of limitations on our moral oblig-
ations, no statute of limitations on
realizing justice.

Through Dr. Wiesenthal’s activi-
ties, Germany and Austria have
abolished their statutes of limita-
tions on murder and accessory to
murder.

Dr. Wiesenthal believes that
unless evil is completely removed
at its roots, the tragedy it can
spawn will be repeated in the fu-
ture. Will we permit that? The
Nazis murdered 6 million Jews.
Dr. Wiesenthal himself was trans-
ferred from concentration camp
to concentration camp, and he
only survived by a miracle. He
feels it is his duty as a survivor to
continue fighting, to keep the
memory of the Holocaust alive.

While on a totally different
plane, we mustremember that the
sincerity of some 10 million Soka
Gakkai members has been tram-
pled on by scheming, self-serving
priests and corrupt ex—Clean
Government Party (Jpn Komeito)
politicians. How hard all those
Gakkai members worked to sup-
port those priests and politicians!

There were even people who
lost their lives in tragic accidents
while campaigning for Clean
Government candidates. They are
martyrs. Their sacrifice alone
makes it impossible for us to ac-
cept the betrayal of trust com-
mitted by those self-seeking for-
mer representatives. Nor can we
ever forgive those corrupt priests
who have inflicted suffering on
our members.

Dr. Wiesenthal says that for-
getting is the easy way out. He
imagines himself and his fellow
survivors of the Nazi concentra-
tion camps going to heaven after
they die and being greeted by their
comrades who did not survive.
They will no doubt congratulate
us, he says, for having escaped
their terrible fate and ask us what
we have done with the wonderful
gift of those extra years of life we
enjoyed. One person might reply

that he had been suc-
cessful asamerchant,
another as a lawyer,
another as a teacher.
But Dr. Wiesenthal
declares that he
wants to report, “I
have never forgot-
ten you.”

In Japan today,
we see a growing
pressure to forget
the tragedy of the
World War 1II, to
bury Japan’s past
history of aggres-
sion against its
Asian neighbors.
This is an extremely
dangerous trend. It
is crucial that we
take a stand and

fight against it.

Dr. Wiesenthal is
often criticized for
his relentless pursuit of Nazi war
criminals. People say that he
should drop it and stop obsessing
about it. They say that going after
individuals is going too far.

But these criticisms don’t stop
him. His answer is simple: He is
not looking for personal revenge,
only justice. If people who have
committed such evil acts are al-
lowed to lead easy lives, can jus-
tice be said to exist in this world?
The very foundation of social jus-
tice would collapse. Dr. Wiesen-
thal believes that evil cannot be ig-
nored, if we are to restore our faith
in humanity.

For justice to triumph,
we must thoroughly,
persistently defend it.

And if we are to realize kosen-
rufu, it is essential that we thor-
oughly repudiate those individuals
who have turned against the Dai-
shonin and the SGI members. The
Japanese practice of overlooking
differences or putting them aside
may seem compassionate, but re-
ally, it is only a lack of anger at
evil — a moral weakness. Soft-
pedaling moral questions is the
beginning of moral collapse.

Neither the Daishonin nor his
direct successor, Nikko Shonin,
would accept even the slightest
evil. Buddhism is not a teaching
of sentimentality; it is a fierce
struggle for justice and truth.

Mr. Toda often used to laugh
that the Daishonin could be more
scathing than anyone. The Dai-
shonin publicly denounced
Ryokan of Gokuraki-ji temple, a
highly respected priest of the day,
likening him to “a mosquito, a
gadfly oratoad,” and justified his
words by saying that Shakyamuni

says similar things in the sutras.

In the “Letter of Petition from
Yorimoto,” in which the Dai-
shonin writes on behalf of Shijo
Kingo (also known as Yorimoto),
he declares, “Even if I, Yorimoto,
should compare Priest Ryokan to
amosquito, a gadfly or atoad, be-
cause such assertions are clearly
based on the sutras, you would
have no reason to find fault with
me” (MW-5, 231).

Nikko Shonin never forgave the
five senior priests, who turned their
backs on the Daishonin’s teach-
ings. Forty years after leaving these
slanderous priests and Mount Mi-
nobu behind, Nikko Shonin had
one of his disciples write the trea-
tise “On Refuting the Five Priests.”

In the “26 Admonitions of
Nikko,” written shortly before his
death, Nikko Shonin also strictly
refutes the legitimacy of the five
renegade priests, stating, “The
doctrines of the five senior priests
differ in every regard from the
teachings of the late mentor [the
Daishonin]” (Article 2; Gosho
Zenshu,p.1617). Tothe very end,
he never let up in his repudiation
of these aberrant priests.

For justice to triumph, we must
be thorough and persistent in our
defense of it. A halfhearted strug-
gle only makes those who would
subvert justice happy.

If an organization is to
grow and change, its
leaders must first of
all grow and

change themselves.

I want to cite another famous
passage from the Daishonin’s
writings: “If a commanding gen-

Courtesy of SEIKYO PRESS

Dr. Lester C.Thurow, world-famous economist from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
meets with President Ikeda, Jan. 25. They agreed that leaders must change themselves first.

eral is fainthearted, his soldiers
will become cowards. If a bow is
weak, the bowstring will be slack.
If the wind is gentle, the waves
will not rise high. All this is in ac-
cord with the principles of nature”
(MW-5, 157-58).

Irecently met with Dr. Lester
C. Thurow, a professor at the
Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology and a world-famous
economist. In our discussion,
our views on leadership struck a
chord. These were some of our
conclusions: Leaders must
change themselves first. All
change must come from the top.
To change the whole, those at
the top must change. If organi-
zations are to grow and change,
their leaders, first, must grow
and change.

Mahatma Gandhi says:
“Strength of numbers is the de-
light of the timid. The valiant in
spirit glory in fighting alone.”
José Marti, hero of Cuban inde-
pendence, says, “Triumph be-
longs to those who are willing to
sacrifice themselves; the heart
of the people belongs to those
who take daring action.” I dedi-
cate these words to all of you.

Please take care not to catch
cold! And when you return home,
please give my regards to all your
fellow members.

I conclude today’s message
with my prayers that all of our
members will enjoy long, healthy
lives filled with boundless good
fortune.

SGI President Ikeda’s message to
the February Soka Gakkai Pre-
fecture Leaders Conference, held
atthe Soka Gakkai Headquarters,
Shinanomachi, Tokyo, Feb. 3.
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Celebrating Black History

WITH FRIENDS IN THE COMMUNITY

Taking to heart the direction for this year of Victory in the Community, members of New Jersey
Region joined with members of the community in Montclair, N.J., to celebrate Black History
Month (February) at a senior residence in the town. By the end of the program, about half of the
seniors in the audience were on their feet dancing and having a great time.

Highlights of the event included Ron Bascombe, a minister at St. Paul’s Baptist Church in
town, who read his own poems; songs and poems performed by SGI-USA members; and the
African Drummers, four SGI-USA members who poured their hearts into dances that told of the
journey from enslavement to liberation and the joy that comes after harvest.

Finally, Marie Ruth Wargnye, a native of Cameroon, sang an original song, “La Fleur de Lotus”
(The Lotus Flower), and performed a dance. When she invited people to join her, many did, sway-
ing to the upbeat sounds. It was all smiles as the program ended and the seniors and participants
mingled and had refreshments. Everyone agreed it was a joyful event. Both the performers who
had worked so hard putting the program together and the seniors who enjoyed it so much felt
they had a lot to celebrate.

— STEVE PIONTEK

‘By the end of the program, about half of the seniors in the
audience were on their feet dancing and having a great time.

Burlington District members in South Jersey (Philadel-
phia Region) celebrated Black History Month at their
February discussion meeting. They presented 40 cen-
turies of black history and culture as a study of “Heroes
in Hardship,” who overcame overwhelming odds to ac-
complish milestones in the United States and throughout
the world. In particular, the African drum has served as
an instrument for communication and celebration and re-
mains as the heartbeat of African music. Members (right)
demonstrated various African instruments. At the close
of the meeting, instruments were distributed to everyone
present to join in an African musical finale.

—JUDY and SAM BLANGO
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