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Thank you, youth di-
vision members,
for coming from far
away to participate

in today’s meeting!
The Milky Way streaming

across the night sky sparkles
with infinite mystery and
wonder. I have looked up at it
time and again and thought,
“Ah, how beautiful!” I am

sure you have done the same.
Compared to that grand

vista, our human world is
small and sordid.

It is said that there is a place
in the galaxy some 5,000 light
years from Earth in which new
stars are constantly being
born. The other day, it was re-
ported that an astronomical
observatory in South America

had identified that location. A
dramatic photograph was
published with the reports,
and I was very moved by it.

I love astronomy, because
it views our small planet from
the vast perspective of the en-
tire universe.

The birth of a star is a mo-
mentous drama. An enor-
mous, endlessly swirling

mass of energy coalesces and
eventually bursts through the
surrounding darkness, send-
ing out brilliant shafts of light.
A tremendous fight takes
place; it entails a struggle. All
existence is likewise con-
stantly in flux — the universe,
civilization and society, all un-
folding in a continuous, flow-
ing narrative of life and death.

Where, on this Earth of
ours, is there a “galaxy” of ed-
ucation? One that gives birth
to the “shining stars” of tal-
ented individuals, people ded-
icated to creating value in the
21st century? It is nowhere
other than the distinguished,
youthful Flores University in
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Now Is the Time To
Build Your Foundation

In his speech at a recent youth division leaders meeting, SGI President Ikeda explains why youth is
a crucial time. ‘By living your youth in a way that you will have no regrets,’ he says, ‘you will build a
foundation for all your remaining years.On the other hand, if you lose yourself in empty amusements
and love relationships — and if you fail to build your character at this crucial time, just being satisfied
with “getting by” — you will certainly suffer when you are older. The foundation for your life is
determined by how you spend your youth.’

Photo by GREGORY NAKASUJI

General Director Zaitsu and pioneer members cut the ribbon at the
SGI-USA Visitor Center opening, Feb.1.

On Feb. 1, the SGI-USA Visi-
tor Center was officially
opened — one of the finishing
touches to the SGI Plaza at 606
Wilshire Boulevard in Santa
Monica, Calif., where the
SGI-USA Headquarters relo-
cated last year.

SGI-USA General Direc-
tor Fred Zaitsu spoke about
the vital role the center will
play in welcoming guests
from across the country and
around the world. “Cherish-
ing each member, which is
the spirit of SGI President
Ikeda, is the fundamental
point of this center,” he said.

A ribbon-cutting ceremony
was held and a commemorative

photo taken with more than 70
in attendance, 30 of whom were
pioneer members.

Los Angeles Stage Crew
members devoted many
hours designing the 4,000-
square-foot Visitor Center.
Beautifully framed pho-
tographs by President Ikeda
grace its walls, and in the
near future, there will be a
souvenir shop.

The Visitor Center hours
are Monday–Friday from
10:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m. To
reach the Visitor Center,
please call (310) 260-8978.

— STEPHANIE CELANO

Visit the New
SGI-USA Headquarters!
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NEW TEMPLE ISSUE QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

We’ve been talking about achieving victory in the temple issue for a long time,
but it helps to be clear on exactly what that victory is.

BY JEFF FARR
ASSOCIATE EDITOR

For the last eight years
of the temple issue,
SGI members have
been talking about

fighting the malicious and de-
structive forces of the Nikken
sect — achieving victory in the
temple issue.

But what exactly is this vic-
tory?

From talking to many SGI-
USA leaders about this, I’ve
learned that the real victory
we’re seeking is assuring that
everyone in our organization and
everyone in the temple organi-
zation — plus anyone else who
is interested — is thoroughly ed-
ucated about the difference be-
tween the fundamental spirit of
the SGI and the distorted views
of Nichiren Shoshu.

In other words, we want
everyone to learn the difference
between the correct and incor-
rect practice of Nichiren Dai-
shonin’s Buddhism.

It’s important to understand
that we are not seeking, in any

sense, the unhappiness of tem-
ple members. We are instead
seeking their happiness — their
victory in their lives — through
teaching them the correct un-
derstanding and practice of this
Buddhism.

Although both the SGI and
the temple teach the chanting of
Nam-myoho-renge-kyo, the
two organizations’philosophies
are completely at odds. For ex-
ample, the SGI believes, as the
Daishonin teaches, that all peo-
ple are equal, that all people are
essentially Buddhas. All people
have the Law within. This Bud-
dhism is thus centered on the or-
dinary person, and the SGI is
spreading it with this clear un-
derstanding.

The current Nichiren Shoshu
priesthood, though, doesn’t

see things this way. The temple
believes that we are lesser be-
ings than priests — especially
the high priest, who has been set
up as a supreme being. It’s a

priest-centered religion.
The priests teach in their

study publication, Dai-Nichiren,
that correct practice entails “ab-
solute faith in and strict obedi-
ence to the High Priest.” They ig-
nore the Daishonin’s strict

assertion that we should follow
not the person but the Law —
that we should put the Law, not
any high priest, in the center.

When the priesthood first
excommunicated the SGI in
November 1991, many SGI
members felt that it was their
responsibility as disciples of
the Daishonin to educate peo-
ple about the growing philo-
sophical difference. This, we
felt, was the same as educating
people about what the Daisho-
nin’s Buddhism really is and is
not, what it really teaches and
does not teach.

In other words, this educa-
tion was shakubuku, the spread
of Buddhism.

The true victory we seek in
the temple issue is indeed found
in this educational process —
one that doesn’t necessarily
have a clear endpoint, similar to
the kosen-rufu movement not
having a clear endpoint; kosen-
rufu just keeps going on eter-
nally; so does this education.

The temple issue raises this
question: What does Buddhism

posit as the greatest victory we
can seek in our practice? Ulti-
mate victory to the Daishonin
was to make continual effort for
kosen-rufu, to never give up.
Our ultimate victory is when
we’ve done our best, throughout

our lives, to educate ourselves
and others about this Bud-
dhism. To help every person at-
tain Buddhahood.

In “Repaying Debts of Grati-
tude,” the Daishonin writes that

“if Nichiren’s compassion is truly
great and encompassing, Nam-
myoho-renge-kyo will spread for
ten thousand years and more, for
all eternity, for it has the beneficial
power to open the
blind eyes of every
living being in the
country of Japan,
and it blocks off the
road that leads to
the hell of incessant
suffering” (The
Major Writings of
Nichiren Dai-
shonin, vol. 4, p.
272). This is his
heart, his goal,
stated simply: to ed-
ucate everyone
about Nam-myoho-
renge-kyo, to thus
give everyone,
“every living

being,” happiness. And to block
off, once and for all, “the road
that leads to the hell of inces-
sant suffering,” the road of in-
correct teachings.

If we make this goal our
own and do all that we can to-

ward it, we win in life, we
truly win.

Then, we cannot help but
show actual proof to people.
When people see us taking ac-
tion for them based on our com-
passion, they’re seeing a form of
actual proof — they’re seeing
that we do practice what we
preach. When they hear what we
say and see that what we do
matches it, they’re naturally im-

pressed. They’ll want to join us.
As SGI President Ikeda ex-

plains: “Dialogue is the lifeline
of Buddhism. The Buddha’s
fundamental objective is to de-
velop in the lives of all people a
wisdom equal to his own.

“As this implies,” he goes on,
“we tell others about this Bud-
dhism because, fundamentally,
we venerate their lives. If, on the
other hand, we had the attitude
‘Even if I tell this person about
Buddhism, it couldn’t possibly
do any good,’ then we simply
would not bother talking to them.

“We tell people about Bud-
dhism because we respect them
as human beings,” he con-
cludes (Lectures on the “Expe-
dient Means” and “Life Span”
Chapters of the Lotus Sutra,
vol. 1, p. 85).

Now must be the time for us
to prove that we do respect

all people, that we do care about
everyone. Having opened peo-
ple’s eyes to what we’re really
about, it’s certain that those
who have left the SGI will re-
turn to the organization, that the
priesthood’s negative influence
in the United States will fade
out and that Nikken’s distor-
tions of the Daishonin’s Bud-
dhism will be seen with skepti-
cism by all.

This is the education process in
which we are now engaged.

One in a series

What’s the Real Victory We’re Seeking
in the Temple Issue?

NOV. 18 MEETING REPORTS:

Thank You, Thank You,
Thank You!

Thanks to everyone who sent us photos and reports of your
Nov. 18 commemorative discussion meetings. We weren’t
able to print them all, due to space limitations, but they
were all great! We deeply appreciate all your efforts to con-
tribute to the World Tribune, despite your busy schedules.
Any time that you want to report on what your district is
doing, please send us photos (preferably in color) and a
short report (about 200 words), and we’ll do our best to
include them in the World Tribune.

“The temple issue raises this question: What does
Buddhism posit as the greatest victory we can seek
in our practice? Ultimate victory to the Daishonin

was to make continual effort for kosen-rufu, to
never give up. Our ultimate victory is when we’ve

done our best, throughout our lives, to educate
ourselves and others about this Buddhism.

”
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BY TED MORINO
SGI-USA STUDY DEPARTMENT

SENIOR ADVISOR

How does the benefit
of Buddhist practice
manifest itself in the

secular world? And how
should I deal with the every-
day world?

Nichiren Daishonin’s
Buddhism not only en-
ables us to develop

every aspect of our lives, in-
cluding our inner spirituality,
but also helps us realize that our
inner positive change can be
reflected in the secular world,
the ordinary world. Also, the
Daishonin’s Buddhism urges
its practitioners to win in the
secular world and contribute
to the betterment of it instead
of isolating themselves in their
own spiritual world.

In “The Gift of Rice,” the
Daishonin quotes the Lotus
Sutra passage “No affairs of life
or work are in any way different
from the ultimate reality [Bud-
dhism]” (The Major Writings of
Nichiren Daishonin, vol. 1, p.
269). The Daishonin teaches us
that Buddhism pulsates in the
way we live our lives on a mo-
ment-to-moment basis.

This means that all phenom-
ena of life reflect the ultimate
truth, the Mystic Law. This does
not mean, however, that all re-
ligious practices are ultimately
the same as Buddhist practice.
In this regard, the Daishonin
writes: “Nam-myoho-renge-
kyo is the heart of the Lotus
Sutra. It is like the soul of a per-

son.... To mix other practices
with this Nam-myoho-renge-
kyo is a grave error” (MW-3,
266). Nikko Shonin likewise
admonishes us to master the
Daishonin’s teachings first, be-
fore studying the teachings of
others. So, when viewed with
the supreme wisdom of Bud-
dhism, the workings of the
Mystic Law are apparent in all
human affairs — but, at the
same time, the truth of Bud-
dhism can be diluted and ob-
scured by mixing it with other
forms of religious and spiritual
practice that lead people to de-
pend on some kind of outer,
mysterious forces other than
their innate Buddhahood.

In any case, an important
point is that our Buddhist prac-
tice manifests itself in practical
affairs. As is implied in the “Ex-
pedient Means” chapter of the
Lotus Sutra — which reads in
part, “This reality consists
of...appearance, nature...and
their consistency from begin-
ning to end” (The Lotus Sutra,
p. 24) — the benefit of Buddhist
practice is not a matter of mere
imagination. While it actually
first appears in our enriched,
deepened, elevated and purified
life-condition, this enhance-
ment unerringly manifests in
our ever-developing character,
behavior and even in our envi-
ronment.

We may tend to make distinc-
tions between the spiritual and the
secular. But, based on his enlight-
enment, the Daishonin teaches
that on a deeper level, such dis-
tinctions are futile.

To have a clear understand-
ing of the Daishonin’s view
here, it is vital to understand
the subtle difference he makes
between the provisional teach-
ings and the Lotus Sutra in the
following passage, again from
“The Gift of Rice”: “Whereas
they [provisional teachings] re-
late secular matters in terms of
Buddhism, the Lotus Sutra ex-
plains that secular matters ul-
timately are Buddhism” (MW-
1, 269).

Buddhism in no way exists
apart from the realities of daily

living. In other words, what we
are encouraged to do through
our Buddhist practice is to con-
stantly polish and solidify our
innate life-condition of Bud-
dhahood and live it to the utmost
as ordinary human beings in the
ordinary world.

Therefore, the crucial ques-
tions to ask in Buddhist practice
are “What is my life-condi-
tion?” and “What actions am I
taking?” Ultimately, Buddhism
shines in the splendor of our
character and behavior — in
how we creatively deal with our
surroundings.

After attaining Buddha-
hood, Shakyamuni, instead of
enjoying his enlightenment
just for himself, took action to
share with other humans the
Law of life he had mastered.
Until the last moment of his
life, he never ceased his efforts
to awaken the people to this. To
a king who had converted to
his teachings, Shakyamuni is
said to have advised: “Rule
over your nation based upon
the Law rather than upon irra-
tionality. Rule the people with
correct principles.”

Shakyamuni’s enlighten-
ment was expressed in sponta-
neous, practical action for the
happiness of the people.

Similarly, by submitting the
“Rissho Ankoku Ron” to Hojo
Tokiyori, the most powerful man
of the Kamakura era in Japan,
the Daishonin remonstrated with
him to make the entire nation
aware of the correct way of life.
He did so to bring peace and se-
curity to the society of his time.

The Daishonin thus lived
Buddhism among the people.
Never did the people’s happi-
ness leave his mind.

The Law works in one’s life
from moment to moment. And
our strengthening of the func-
tion of the Mystic Law within,
in other words, the polishing of
our inherent Buddha wisdom
and compassion, and our mani-
festation of them through action
is the ideal in Buddhist practice.

In his speech to the youth di-
vision in this issue, SGI Presi-
dent Ikeda explains how first
Soka Gakkai president Tsunesa-
buro Makiguchi “declared that a
religion that refuses to involve
itself in society, that seeks only
to provide personal satisfaction
through a selfish pursuit of in-
dividual happiness, has no rea-
son for existing.

“From early on,” President
Ikeda says, “Mr. Makiguchi was
absolutely clear on this: A self-
serving religion, a closed, isolated
religion, a religion that does not
contribute to society, has no mean-
ing. This was one starting point of
the Soka Gakkai’s dynamic move-
ment of religious revolution and
human revolution — a movement
pursued amid the reality of this
saha world, a realm of suffering
and endurance” (see p. 10).

As Buddhists, we are work-
ing in the saha world to relieve
ourselves and others of human
sufferings. This is always based
on the Law that we find in the
depths of our lives. In this way,
each of us proves every day that
“secular matters ultimately are
Buddhism.” WT

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ON FAITH

How Does Buddhism View the Secular World?

Buddhism in no
way exists apart
from the realities
of daily living. In
other words,
what we are
encouraged to do
through our
Buddhist
practice is to
constantly polish
and solidify our
innate life-
condition of
Buddahood.

Source: SGI-USA Study Program Entrance-Level Textbook
1. “On Attaining Buddhahood” (pp. 6–12; 20–29)
2. “The Real Aspect of the Gohonzon” (pp. 32–43; 47–52)

Source: Learning From the Gosho: The Eternal Teachings of
Nichiren Daishonin

3. “Happiness in This World” (pp. 223–246; these pages were
reprinted in the December 1997 issue of Living Buddhism.)

Source: The Life of Nichiren Daishonin
4. Nichiren’s Daishonin’s life (pp. 11–18; 56–78; 83–115; these pages

were reprinted in the December 1997 issue of Living Buddhism.)

Source: Questions and Answers on the Temple Issue (pamphlet)
5. Introduction; Question No. 2; Question No. 4 (pp. 4–6; 9–10;

13–16; these pages were reprinted in the December 1997 issue of Liv-
ing Buddhism.)

Study Material for April 25
Entrance-Level Exam SGI President Ikeda met with

Dr. N. Radhakrishnan, director
of the Gandhi Smriti and Dar-
shan Samiti, on Dec. 6, 1998.
Dr. Radhakrishnan’s institute,
located in New Delhi, India, is
dedicated to the study and
propagation of Gandhian
ideals. Dr. Radhakrishnan said
that in an age dominated by
science and technology, the
importance President Ikeda is
placing on music, culture and
the arts is great. As well, he
praised the SGI’s movement
for human revolution — the
inner reformation of human
beings — at such a time in his-

tory. He further stated that if
humanity is to survive, we
must adopt the ideals espoused
by President Ikeda and work

toward realizing them. Culture
is of paramount importance for
the present age, President
Ikeda and his guest agreed. WT

Courtesy of SEIKYO PRESS

SGI President Ikeda and Dr. N. Radhakrishnan discuss music, culture
and the arts, Dec. 6, 1998.

The SGI President Meets With Dr. N. Radhakrishnan of India
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At a recent meeting of
the American Astro-
nomical Society, it
was announced that

there may be approximately 125
billion galaxies in the universe.
This estimate was based on ob-
servations made by NASA’s Hub-
ble Space Telescope.

From the Buddhist perspective
on the cosmos, this is completely
understandable. In fact, such find-
ings validate the Buddhist view of
life and the universe; the Lotus
Sutra describes the universe as
boundless, immeasurable, infinite
and eternal.

The Earth is not the only planet
on which life exists. Very likely,
life can be found on millions of
planets throughout the universe.
Among that vast number, there
are bound to be many where the
process of Buddhist propagation
is complete. And there are also
sure to exist many perfect, ideal
Buddha lands populated solely by
living beings who are good and
benign.

Even in this world where we
dwell, a realm defiled by the five
impurities, the sun of peace and
hope of the Mystic Law is slowly
but inevitably rising. This has
been achieved through our noble,
unprecedented struggle.

I hope that you, the SGI mem-
bers, will take supreme pride in
this fact. I fervently pray, with all
my heart, for the good health of all
of you — Bodhisattvas of the
Earth dedicated to carrying out
the Buddha’s decree.

The dawn of worldwide kosen-
rufu is approaching, gradually but
steadily. And our SGI centers
around the world are the driving
force for the advancement of our
global movement to widely
spread Nichiren Daishonin’s phi-
losophy and ideals.

Among our centers are facili-
ties such as the Brazil Nature Cul-
ture Center and India’s Soka
Bodhi Tree Garden, which, in ad-
dition to serving the members, are
also dedicated to preserving and
protecting the environment.

Also, in recent years, several
venerable, historical buildings
have been reborn as SGI commu-
nity centers. For example, there is
the stately manor house that is the
centerpiece of SGI-UK’s Taplow
Court Grand Culture Centre,
some distance outside London.
Then there is the elegant Chateau
Pré in the Paris suburb of
Chartrettes, overlooking a forest
that has been the inspiration for
the works of countless artists. It
now serves as the SGI-France

Culture Center. One of the lead-
ers of the French Revolution,
Georges Danton, is said to have
taken refuge at the chateau for
a time.

The SGI-Germany Culture
Center occupies the locally loved
and renowned Villa Sachsen, just
outside Frankfurt in Bingen am
Rhein, a region praised for its
beauty by Goethe and Hugo.
SGI-Italy, meanwhile, has estab-
lished its main culture center in
Florence in the Villa di Bellagio,
a building associated with the
Medicis, the grand patrons of the
Italian Renaissance.

These great historical build-
ings, which have survived the vi-
cissitudes of so many centuries,
have now been given new life as
palaces of the people in our Soka
Renaissance.

If we were to speak of the his-
tory that these great buildings
have witnessed, we would find
ourselves tapping into an inex-
haustible font of poetry and
drama. Taplow Court, for in-
stance, was the setting of the book

Men Like Godsby British science-
fiction writer H. G. Wells. (Inci-
dentally, another of Wells’famous
novels, The War of the Worlds, de-
picts extraterrestrial beings.)

On the Taplow Court grounds
is a pond that has been there for
2,000 years, and a burial mound
dating back 1,400 years. Queen
Elizabeth I was held under house
arrest at Taplow Court for a time,
it is said. And in more recent his-
tory, the estate served as the scene
of many festive gatherings of high
society, including members of
British royalty.

There is also an avenue of
cedars, where one will find
plaques recording the visits of em-
inent men and women. Winston
Churchill planted a cedar tree
there in 1938.

The grandfathers of two mod-
ern-day monarchs whom I have
had the honor to meet, His Majesty
King Bhumibol Adulyadej of
Thailand and King Carl XVI
Gustaf of Sweden, are also on
record as having visited Taplow
Court.

In May 1989, on the opening
of the Taplow Court Grand Cul-

ture Centre, I proposed that we
offer the facilities to the local
community and make it a citadel
of culture for all. The Taplow
Court Grand Culture Centre this
year celebrates its 10th anniver-
sary. In that time, it has become
well known to all in the area as just
such a citadel of culture as well as
a garden of peace.

In July last year, working to-
gether with a charitable organi-
zation dedicated to helping war
orphans, the SGI-UK sponsored
a festival on its grounds. It seems
to have been very well received.
Taplow Court has also served as
a venue for many international
conferences, symposiums and
exhibitions.

From the beginning, Buddhist
gatherings were open to people
from “the four directions,” that is,
from the entire world. Our cen-
ters, too, are places of hospitality,
pervaded by the warm fragrance
of culture and friendship — and
are open to all.

An elderly gentleman who vis-
ited the Villa Sachsen Culture

Center reportedly said: “I used to
work here more than 40 years ago.
This is one of the memories of my
youth. I am so glad to see the SGI
lovingly restoring this building.”
How happy it makes me to hear
such remarks!

I have heard that when SGI-
Germany opened the villa to
the public one day last fall, a
record turnout of a thousand lo-
cals came. This is sure proof of
the trust the German members
have gained in the local com-
munity. I have also received a
very gracious letter from the
mayor of Bingen inviting me
to visit the city.

Caring for historical buildings
indicates a concern for culture in
general and a concern for the
human spirit. Such efforts, I am
pleased to say, have earned the
SGI a fine reputation all around
the world.

SGI-USA’s New York Culture
Center is located in a building
constructed in 1887 and is regis-
tered with the New York Land-
marks Conservancy. SGI-USA’s
restoration of the building was
recognized as an important cul-
tural contribution and awarded the
Lucy G. Moses Preservation
Award in 1995.

The historic Villa di Bella-
gio has been known as a haven
of beauty and pleasure for
centuries.

The Lotus Sutra says of the
land in which the Buddha dwells:
“The halls and pavilions in its
gardens and groves / are adorned
with various kinds of gems. /
Jeweled trees abound in flowers
and fruit / where living beings
enjoy themselves at ease.” (The
Lotus Sutra, p. 230)

Today, these lines of the Lotus
Sutra describe the SGI’s culture
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AN ESSAY BY SGI PRESIDENT IKEDA

OPEN TO ALL
SGI culture centers and community centers are open to all people. ‘From the

beginning, Buddhist gatherings were open to people from “the four direc-
tions,” that is, from the entire world,’ President Ikeda explains in this essay.

‘Our centers, too, are places of hospitality, pervaded by the warm fragrance of
culture and friendship — and are open to all.’

Photo by CAROL BARNSTEAD

SGI-USA’s restoration of the building that is now the New York Culture Center was awarded the Lucy G. Moses
Preservation Award in 1995.
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Smiling, Shin’ichi Ya-
mamoto continued: “Until
now Gakkai songs have
been written in Japan, and

all of you have been singing those
songs here as well. But there’s no
need for you to continue doing that
from here on.

“If you feel the songs you’ve
sung up to now are not quite ap-

propriate or don’t match the
musical tastes of people here,

you can go ahead and write some
new Gakkai songs,” he said. “And
if those songs capture people’s
imaginations, then they’ll come

to be sung by members in Japan
as well — and perhaps in many

countries throughout
the world. I have
no doubt that the
time will come
when Gakkai

songs with music
and lyrics composed

by English-speaking
members will also be
sung in Japan.”

Among the questions
there was also a request
made for more English
translations of Nichiren
Daishonin’s writings

and of the Soka Gakkai’s
faith-related guidance as
well as the publication of
an English-language paper
like the Seikyo Shimbun,
the Soka Gakkai’s daily

newspaper in Japan.
These requests under-
scored how seriously the

members were thinking
about the future of the
kosen-rufu movement
in America. Shin’ichi
was encouraged by
their earnest spirit.

After having
fielded about 10

questions, he brought the
session to a close, saying: “All

of you have stood up bravely for

your beloved America and the
happiness of your friends, em-
barking on a struggle to which you
have pledged to dedicate your
lives. You have persevered despite
language or cultural barriers and
endured countless hardships and
obstacles with tenacity and forti-
tude. I have not the slightest doubt
that all your efforts will adorn your
lives with immense benefit and
good fortune. We shine only to the
extent that we take action and
work hard ourselves. This is a
principle of Buddhism.

“The present development of the
organization for American kosen-
rufu has been achieved through
your admirable efforts,” he went
on. “But we are still in our move-
ment’s pioneering days. There are
bound to be many difficulties on
the road ahead. Yet the only way to
ensure a truly happy, prosperous
future for America is to spread this
Buddhist philosophy of peace and
human rights, of compassion and
the sanctity of life, by sharing it
with each person.

“So together let’s continue to
sow the seeds of the Mystic Law in
the soil of America,” he concluded,
“and through our own efforts write
a history of kosen-rufu’s magnifi-
cent triumph! Let’s adorn our lives
with victory as well!”

Loud applause followed. The
members’ faces were filled with
passionate resolve. Fresh, green
shoots of kosen-rufu had begun to
appear in America, heralding the
dawn of a new day, the arrival of a
new spring.

When the West General Meeting
was over, Shin’ichi went to one of
the small rooms in the hall. Within
a short time, a steady stream of
leaders poured in to see him. They
all looked happy and excited.
Shin’ichi greeted each person with
a smile and warm congratulations
on this fresh start for the American
organization.

Shin’ichi took time to encourage
the members who came by to

see him, presenting each with a
small gift he had brought from
Japan. These included books,
fukusa (square cloths for wrapping
prayer beads) and commemorative
medals marking the Gakkai’s
achievement of a membership of 3
million households the previous
November.

Masako Clarke also stopped by
to see Shin’ichi. He invited her to
sit in the chair beside his and said
to her: “That was a wonderful ex-
perience you shared! I was deeply
moved by it.

“I’m sure there will be many
hardships and challenges ahead,”
he went on, “but please don’t let
them defeat you. You and your fam-
ily living happily will serve as
proof of your husband’s attainment
of Buddhahood. So please become
so happy that you’ll be the envy of
all around you. I know that this will
definitely happen.

“Raise your two children to be
fine young people who can con-
tribute to kosen-rufu,” he said.
“That’s how you can show your
love for your husband.”

Shin’ichi then brought out a
Soka Gakkai gold lapel pin, which
was usually conferred on top lead-
ers, and said: “I want to give this to
your newborn son. When he grows
up, please let him wear it when he
does Gakkai activities.”

He continued: “I know you’ll
hang in there. No matter what hap-
pens, never lose heart.”

After handing Mrs. Clarke the
pin, he shook her hand. Tears glis-
tening in her eyes, she replied res-
olutely, “I’ll do my best.”

Shin’ichi gave all his energy to
encouraging the members. Each
day was singular; it would never
come again. A few words of en-
couragement can help people make
tremendous breakthroughs and
strides in faith. But this can only

happen when we seize every op-
portunity that presents itself.

When Shin’ichi returned to the
hotel, he reviewed the organiza-
tional structure for each region of
the United States with the leaders
from Japan and the new America
General Chapter leaders, Emiko
Haruyama and Nagayasu Masaki.
They would only be together until
New York, where they were headed
the next day. After New York,
Shin’ichi would travel to Europe
with Kiyoshi Jujo and Nagayasu.
The other leaders would travel to
different parts of the United States
to establish new chapters and dis-
tricts.

In New York, they also planned
to form a chapter. Looking over the
draft of proposed leadership ap-
pointments, Shin’ichi saw Emiko’s
husband, Tomio, listed as a candi-
date for chapter leader.

“Yes, Tomio might be a good
choice, I think, for chapter
leader,” Shin’ichi remarked.
Then, to the general chapter
women’s leader, he asked, “Mrs.
Haruyama, would you mind ask-
ing your husband to come to the
airport in New York tomorrow?”

They would be leaving Los An-
geles the following morning and
arriving in New York late in the af-
ternoon. The America East General
Meeting, which would also be the
inaugural meeting for New York
Chapter, was to be held that
evening. Shin’ichi wanted to meet
Tomio to interview him for the po-
sition of chapter leader.

To be continued
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‘We are still in our movement’s pioneering days,’ President Yamamoto encourages the
members at the America West General Meeting. ‘There are bound to be many difficulties on
the road ahead. Yet the only way to ensure a truly happy, prosperous future for America is
to spread this Buddhist philosophy of peace and human rights, of compassion and the
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Argentina. I know Flores University will
continue to grow and develop limitlessly
in the future. [President Ikeda received an
honorary doctorate from the university at
this meeting.]

At the same time, I proclaim that the
ranks of our SGI youth also constitute a
magnificent “Milky Way” producing
countless capable people.

A life still under construc-
tion is much nobler than
one already completed.

I especially want to congratulate the
youth division members who are partici-
pating in the new leaders and young lead-
ers meetings being held around the country
in conjunction with this leaders meeting.

Your future lies ahead of you. You are
all very important. The Buddhism of
Nichiren Daishonin is the Buddhism of
True Cause — of moving ever forward
from the present moment.

The uphill path of a life still under con-
struction is nobler than one where con-
struction has already finished. Young peo-
ple advancing with fresh determination
toward the future are far more praiseworthy
than older people who have stopped mak-
ing progress. Your lives, filled with passion
and energy, are billions of times more ad-
mirable and praiseworthy than those of ar-
rogant famous people or celebrities. I hope
that you will always remember that.

You can never develop your
character, unless you expe-
rience many hardships.

Flores University Rector Roberto
Kertész, a brilliant educator and world-
renowned psychologist, and Mrs. Clara
Inés Atalaya, his wife, true companion and
colleague: I accept with great pride the
honorary doctorate that has just been be-
stowed upon me by your fine institution,
whose horizons are filled with infinite
hope. Thank you very much.

I also thank you for coming all the way
from the warm Buenos Aires summer —
which often rises above 86 degrees — to
the chilly winter of Japan. I will never for-
get your kindness as long as I live. Thank
you very, very much.

The other day, I was asked to write
something on the first page of the 1999
guest book of India’s Delhi University.
What would I write? Without hesitation, I
wrote what has been my article of faith
since I was young: “Adversity is the best
education.” These words of a famous
philosopher have been my motto from the
time I was 17 or 18.

Today, there seems to be a trend for
people to take the easy way, but that is a
mistake. You will never become a person
of character unless you experience many
trying hardships. Rector and Mrs. Kertész
are perfect examples of true character.

To the extent that you young people have
not really suffered yet, your ability to judge
others may still be undeveloped. But peo-
ple such as I, who have endured persecution
by the authorities and who have fought
through a life of great trials and tribula-
tions, know true character when we see it.

Humanistic education is
the key to the future.

Rector Kertész has urged us to live bet-
ter lives — lives of greater value and higher
quality. On the other side of the globe from
Japan, this champion of education has ad-
vocated the same ideals as Tsunesaburo
Makiguchi, who formulated a system of
value-creating education.

It was with this lofty ideal that Dr. Kertész
founded his university for the people. What
a noble undertaking! Flores University is a
center of learning for humanistic education.

Humanistic education is the key. It is on
this point that many intelligent observers
have faulted the Japanese educational sys-
tem as being fundamentally flawed.

What a task it is to found a university!
Only one who has done it can really un-
derstand this. I believe that the words of the
great Argentine educator Domingo
Faustino Sarmiento aptly describe the im-
mense conviction and enthusiasm of Rec-
tor and Mrs. Kertész: “Only through edu-
cation can human beings reach their full
development.” “It has been said that edu-
cation is my mania. But manias have made
our world what it is today.”

Don’t worry about what
others are or are not doing.

The new century will be built by the
passion and energy of youth. Today, Com-
ing-of-Age Day is being celebrated all
over Japan. [Coming-of-Age Day is a pub-
lic holiday celebrating when young peo-
ple turn 20.] My congratulations to you
who officially enter adulthood today!

If you have the opportunity in the fu-
ture, please visit Argentina. I also hope
that among you there will be people who
one day will receive honorary doctorates.

I hope that you will be people of integrity
and that, with the passing years, you will
stay true to your youthful dreams and
never abandon or betray them.

Burn with bright hope. Never be afraid
to face the stiffest challenge. The trials you
endure will become your greatest treasure,
your wealth. Open new frontiers that you
have never challenged before. Don’t be
held back by petty concerns, such as what
others are doing or not doing. No matter
what others may do, no matter what your
situation, stand up bravely, and blaze your
own path.

That is the only way to live.
By living your youth in a way that you

will have no regrets, you will build a foun-
dation for all your remaining years. On
the other hand, if you lose yourself in
empty amusements and love relationships
— and if you fail to build your character
at this crucial time, just being satisfied
with “getting by” — you will certainly
suffer when you are older. The foundation
for your life is determined by how you
spend your youth.

Because the members
come first in the SGI, the
organization has become
this strong.

Flores University is a great educational
institution, where students come first. Rec-
tor Kertész is always out among the stu-
dents, and he places great value on one-to-
one dialogue with them. He knows almost
all of the students personally, I have heard.

Nothing is stronger than such personal
ties. Personal ties are what make the SGI
as strong as it is, not its size. Size alone can
be dangerous: It may seem to imply
strength, but without the crucial structure
of deep heart-to-heart connections, an or-
ganization soon crumbles.

A university that places its students first
is certain to grow and develop. No matter
how small that university may be, in the
end, it will be a success. And no matter how
large a university grows, once it succumbs
to commercialism, it stops being a center
of learning. It’s nothing but another big
business.

In the SGI, the members come first. This
is what has made us strong; this is why we
have such a superlative foundation.

A scholar has suggested that the SGI has
become such a successful international or-
ganization precisely because of the pro-
found respect the organization has for its sin-
cere, hardworking members, and the strong
personal ties that link the members. We must
never forget this fundamental truth.

Religion can easily become
dogmatic, so we must 
develop the SGI in 
the realm of education
and culture.

With the receipt of this honorary doc-
torate, I have now been fortunate to receive

60 honors and degrees from universities
around the world.

The Daishonin’s Buddhism teaches that
the humanism of the Lotus Sutra will be
spread throughout the world by the pro-
tective powers of Bodhisattva Universal
Worthy. In a broad sense, we may interpret
this to mean that through the universally
worthy power of wisdom the worldwide
propagation of the Daishonin’s teachings,
or kosen-rufu, advances. The Daishonin’s
Buddhism must be understood and sup-
ported at the universal level of wisdom.

Unless great care is taken, religion can
lapse easily into self-righteousness and
dogmatism. That is why we must develop
our religion on the universal plane of ed-
ucation and culture. This is the proper
route for Buddhism to take, and I have fol-
lowed it myself; I have engaged over the
years in dialogues with leading thinkers
around the world.

Without bold action, our
movement to propagate
Nichiren Daishonin’s teach-
ings cannot expand.

Today’s gathering is one of vigorous,
energetic youth. You all look wonderful.
People working to propagate the cor-
rect teaching of Buddhism have the
faces of bodhisattvas. Their hearts are
beautiful. Their hearts are filled with
passion.

Buddhism explains that to rejoice on
seeing a person practicing Buddhism and
spreading the correct teaching forges a
powerful connection with Buddhism and
plants good causes in one’s life. On the
other hand, being jealous of a practitioner
of Buddhism or failing to sincerely rejoice
at the spread of the Law extinguishes one’s
good fortune.

People today around the world are joy-
fully praising our efforts. This in itself is
leading to an unparalleled expansion of
those who make a connection with Bud-
dhism. I want you, my wise young friends,
to be aware of this.

I hope that you will work boldly to ex-
tend our network of truth and courage in
your community, the place of your mis-
sion. Without bold action, a new trail can-
not be blazed, and our movement to prop-
agate the Daishonin’s teachings cannot be
expanded. Without courage, there can be
no happiness.

Incidentally, the United Nations esti-
mates that in October this year, the pop-
ulation of the world will surpass 6 bil-
lion. Six billion people are waiting for
your growth.

People of true faith live by
their convictions, uncon-
cerned with appearances
or others’ criticism.

The name Flores means flower. What
an elegant name for a school! My wife,
who has been my comrade in arms in my

spiritual struggle for almost a half-cen-
tury, has today received her first hon-
orary professorship [of the Faculty of
Psychology and Social Sciences] from
your “University of Flowers.” I thank you
in her stead.

My wife first began to practice the Dai-
shonin’s Buddhism as a fourth-grader, sev-
eral years before I did. She is my senior in
faith.

Today is the anniversary of the forma-
tion of the junior high school division, and
we have junior high and high school divi-
sion representatives with us here. Thank
you for all your hard work!

My wife met Tsunesaburo Makiguchi,
the first Soka Gakkai president, when he
attended a discussion meeting at her fam-
ily’s home near Yaguchinowatashi Station
in Ota Ward, Tokyo. Then still a young girl
with pigtails, she went to the station to
meet Mr. Makiguchi and led him by the
hand back to her house.

Three members of the Special Higher
Police came to that meeting, too, observ-
ing the proceedings from the hallway. It
was wartime, and the Soka Gakkai was
facing a storm of persecution. Most of the
neighbors of my wife’s family were criti-
cal of their Gakkai activities. “They are
being watched by the police,” they’d say,
“so they must be practicing a dreadful re-
ligion.” There was no freedom like there
is today.

But my wife, along with her parents,
continued to strive for kosen-rufu through
those times, fighting together with second
Soka Gakkai president Josei Toda, having
strong, strong determination. She never
forgot Mr. Makiguchi. She introduced
others to the Daishonin’s Buddhism,
while she was in high school, and later
when she worked at a bank.

People of true faith live by their con-
victions. They are not worried about ap-
pearances or others’ criticism.

I hope that all our young women’s di-
vision members and junior high and high
school division members will join me in
walking the path of mentor and disciple of
the SGI, which Rector Kertész praised in
his speech earlier. I pray that you will do
so cheerfully and with dignity, letting
nothing defeat you.

The higher you rise
in social status, the
harder you should
work for kosen-rufu.

For the sake of the future, there is
something I want to say. There are parents
who, as they rise in society, no longer
think it important that their children prac-
tice faith diligently. Perhaps they have
forgotten that it was through practicing
with the SGI and accumulating good for-
tune that they rose so high in the first
place. Or perhaps they fear what others
will think of them, if it’s discovered that
they’re Gakkai members.

I hesitate to mention my family, but my
wife and I never allowed that to happen.
We faithfully followed the guidance of our
mentor, President Toda, and taught our
children a way of life based on faith and
putting the Gakkai first.

Also, when it came time for our sons to
find jobs, my wife said: “I won’t oppose
you, if you decide to take a job with a big,
well-known company. But make sure you
continue to devote yourself to the Soka
Gakkai. You must never stray from the or-
ganization of faith. If possible, I hope that
you will find some sort of work in which

you can serve the Soka Gakkai. This is the
best way of repaying what you owe the
Gakkai, and it will also contribute to the
achievement of kosen-rufu.”

Of course, that doesn’t mean that you
shouldn’t work in a company. Everyone
doesn’t have to work in a place directly
linked to the Gakkai. It’s the spirit that
counts.

People whose main concern is how they
appear to others, however, are unable to
practice true faith.

The higher one rises in social status, the
harder one should work for kosen-rufu —
with deep appreciation for one’s good for-
tune. Isn’t that the real spirit of faith?

A religion that
refuses to involve
itself in society has
no reason to exist.

With the assistance of Rector Kertész,
Mr. Makiguchi’s System of Value-creat-
ing Education has been published in
Spanish. When I saw the finished book, I
was almost moved to tears. How happy
Mr. Makiguchi and Mr. Toda would have
been, if they could have seen this! I am sure
that they would have been so overjoyed that
they would have held it lovingly against
their cheeks.

In his book, Mr. Makiguchi called on
society to take action to establish the
value of good. He declared that a religion
that refuses to involve itself in society,
that seeks only to provide personal sat-
isfaction through a selfish pursuit of
individual happiness, has no reason for
existing.
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Albert Einstein shows some of his equations to a visitor at the National Academy of Sciences,Washington, D.C. A great source of pride to Soka Gakkai
presidents Tsunesaburo Makiguchi and Josei Toda was having heard Einstein once lecture on his Theory of Relativity in Japan.

Buenos Aires, Argentina, home to Flores University. The university conferred an honorary doctorate on
SGI President Ikeda at the Jan. 15 youth leaders meeting.
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Argentina. I know Flores University will
continue to grow and develop limitlessly
in the future. [President Ikeda received an
honorary doctorate from the university at
this meeting.]

At the same time, I proclaim that the
ranks of our SGI youth also constitute a
magnificent “Milky Way” producing
countless capable people.

A life still under construc-
tion is much nobler than
one already completed.

I especially want to congratulate the
youth division members who are partici-
pating in the new leaders and young lead-
ers meetings being held around the country
in conjunction with this leaders meeting.

Your future lies ahead of you. You are
all very important. The Buddhism of
Nichiren Daishonin is the Buddhism of
True Cause — of moving ever forward
from the present moment.

The uphill path of a life still under con-
struction is nobler than one where con-
struction has already finished. Young peo-
ple advancing with fresh determination
toward the future are far more praiseworthy
than older people who have stopped mak-
ing progress. Your lives, filled with passion
and energy, are billions of times more ad-
mirable and praiseworthy than those of ar-
rogant famous people or celebrities. I hope
that you will always remember that.

You can never develop your
character, unless you expe-
rience many hardships.

Flores University Rector Roberto
Kertész, a brilliant educator and world-
renowned psychologist, and Mrs. Clara
Inés Atalaya, his wife, true companion and
colleague: I accept with great pride the
honorary doctorate that has just been be-
stowed upon me by your fine institution,
whose horizons are filled with infinite
hope. Thank you very much.

I also thank you for coming all the way
from the warm Buenos Aires summer —
which often rises above 86 degrees — to
the chilly winter of Japan. I will never for-
get your kindness as long as I live. Thank
you very, very much.

The other day, I was asked to write
something on the first page of the 1999
guest book of India’s Delhi University.
What would I write? Without hesitation, I
wrote what has been my article of faith
since I was young: “Adversity is the best
education.” These words of a famous
philosopher have been my motto from the
time I was 17 or 18.

Today, there seems to be a trend for
people to take the easy way, but that is a
mistake. You will never become a person
of character unless you experience many
trying hardships. Rector and Mrs. Kertész
are perfect examples of true character.

To the extent that you young people have
not really suffered yet, your ability to judge
others may still be undeveloped. But peo-
ple such as I, who have endured persecution
by the authorities and who have fought
through a life of great trials and tribula-
tions, know true character when we see it.

Humanistic education is
the key to the future.

Rector Kertész has urged us to live bet-
ter lives — lives of greater value and higher
quality. On the other side of the globe from
Japan, this champion of education has ad-
vocated the same ideals as Tsunesaburo
Makiguchi, who formulated a system of
value-creating education.

It was with this lofty ideal that Dr. Kertész
founded his university for the people. What
a noble undertaking! Flores University is a
center of learning for humanistic education.

Humanistic education is the key. It is on
this point that many intelligent observers
have faulted the Japanese educational sys-
tem as being fundamentally flawed.

What a task it is to found a university!
Only one who has done it can really un-
derstand this. I believe that the words of the
great Argentine educator Domingo
Faustino Sarmiento aptly describe the im-
mense conviction and enthusiasm of Rec-
tor and Mrs. Kertész: “Only through edu-
cation can human beings reach their full
development.” “It has been said that edu-
cation is my mania. But manias have made
our world what it is today.”

Don’t worry about what
others are or are not doing.

The new century will be built by the
passion and energy of youth. Today, Com-
ing-of-Age Day is being celebrated all
over Japan. [Coming-of-Age Day is a pub-
lic holiday celebrating when young peo-
ple turn 20.] My congratulations to you
who officially enter adulthood today!

If you have the opportunity in the fu-
ture, please visit Argentina. I also hope
that among you there will be people who
one day will receive honorary doctorates.

I hope that you will be people of integrity
and that, with the passing years, you will
stay true to your youthful dreams and
never abandon or betray them.

Burn with bright hope. Never be afraid
to face the stiffest challenge. The trials you
endure will become your greatest treasure,
your wealth. Open new frontiers that you
have never challenged before. Don’t be
held back by petty concerns, such as what
others are doing or not doing. No matter
what others may do, no matter what your
situation, stand up bravely, and blaze your
own path.

That is the only way to live.
By living your youth in a way that you

will have no regrets, you will build a foun-
dation for all your remaining years. On
the other hand, if you lose yourself in
empty amusements and love relationships
— and if you fail to build your character
at this crucial time, just being satisfied
with “getting by” — you will certainly
suffer when you are older. The foundation
for your life is determined by how you
spend your youth.

Because the members
come first in the SGI, the
organization has become
this strong.

Flores University is a great educational
institution, where students come first. Rec-
tor Kertész is always out among the stu-
dents, and he places great value on one-to-
one dialogue with them. He knows almost
all of the students personally, I have heard.

Nothing is stronger than such personal
ties. Personal ties are what make the SGI
as strong as it is, not its size. Size alone can
be dangerous: It may seem to imply
strength, but without the crucial structure
of deep heart-to-heart connections, an or-
ganization soon crumbles.

A university that places its students first
is certain to grow and develop. No matter
how small that university may be, in the
end, it will be a success. And no matter how
large a university grows, once it succumbs
to commercialism, it stops being a center
of learning. It’s nothing but another big
business.

In the SGI, the members come first. This
is what has made us strong; this is why we
have such a superlative foundation.

A scholar has suggested that the SGI has
become such a successful international or-
ganization precisely because of the pro-
found respect the organization has for its sin-
cere, hardworking members, and the strong
personal ties that link the members. We must
never forget this fundamental truth.

Religion can easily become
dogmatic, so we must 
develop the SGI in 
the realm of education
and culture.

With the receipt of this honorary doc-
torate, I have now been fortunate to receive

60 honors and degrees from universities
around the world.

The Daishonin’s Buddhism teaches that
the humanism of the Lotus Sutra will be
spread throughout the world by the pro-
tective powers of Bodhisattva Universal
Worthy. In a broad sense, we may interpret
this to mean that through the universally
worthy power of wisdom the worldwide
propagation of the Daishonin’s teachings,
or kosen-rufu, advances. The Daishonin’s
Buddhism must be understood and sup-
ported at the universal level of wisdom.

Unless great care is taken, religion can
lapse easily into self-righteousness and
dogmatism. That is why we must develop
our religion on the universal plane of ed-
ucation and culture. This is the proper
route for Buddhism to take, and I have fol-
lowed it myself; I have engaged over the
years in dialogues with leading thinkers
around the world.

Without bold action, our
movement to propagate
Nichiren Daishonin’s teach-
ings cannot expand.

Today’s gathering is one of vigorous,
energetic youth. You all look wonderful.
People working to propagate the cor-
rect teaching of Buddhism have the
faces of bodhisattvas. Their hearts are
beautiful. Their hearts are filled with
passion.

Buddhism explains that to rejoice on
seeing a person practicing Buddhism and
spreading the correct teaching forges a
powerful connection with Buddhism and
plants good causes in one’s life. On the
other hand, being jealous of a practitioner
of Buddhism or failing to sincerely rejoice
at the spread of the Law extinguishes one’s
good fortune.

People today around the world are joy-
fully praising our efforts. This in itself is
leading to an unparalleled expansion of
those who make a connection with Bud-
dhism. I want you, my wise young friends,
to be aware of this.

I hope that you will work boldly to ex-
tend our network of truth and courage in
your community, the place of your mis-
sion. Without bold action, a new trail can-
not be blazed, and our movement to prop-
agate the Daishonin’s teachings cannot be
expanded. Without courage, there can be
no happiness.

Incidentally, the United Nations esti-
mates that in October this year, the pop-
ulation of the world will surpass 6 bil-
lion. Six billion people are waiting for
your growth.

People of true faith live by
their convictions, uncon-
cerned with appearances
or others’ criticism.

The name Flores means flower. What
an elegant name for a school! My wife,
who has been my comrade in arms in my

spiritual struggle for almost a half-cen-
tury, has today received her first hon-
orary professorship [of the Faculty of
Psychology and Social Sciences] from
your “University of Flowers.” I thank you
in her stead.

My wife first began to practice the Dai-
shonin’s Buddhism as a fourth-grader, sev-
eral years before I did. She is my senior in
faith.

Today is the anniversary of the forma-
tion of the junior high school division, and
we have junior high and high school divi-
sion representatives with us here. Thank
you for all your hard work!

My wife met Tsunesaburo Makiguchi,
the first Soka Gakkai president, when he
attended a discussion meeting at her fam-
ily’s home near Yaguchinowatashi Station
in Ota Ward, Tokyo. Then still a young girl
with pigtails, she went to the station to
meet Mr. Makiguchi and led him by the
hand back to her house.

Three members of the Special Higher
Police came to that meeting, too, observ-
ing the proceedings from the hallway. It
was wartime, and the Soka Gakkai was
facing a storm of persecution. Most of the
neighbors of my wife’s family were criti-
cal of their Gakkai activities. “They are
being watched by the police,” they’d say,
“so they must be practicing a dreadful re-
ligion.” There was no freedom like there
is today.

But my wife, along with her parents,
continued to strive for kosen-rufu through
those times, fighting together with second
Soka Gakkai president Josei Toda, having
strong, strong determination. She never
forgot Mr. Makiguchi. She introduced
others to the Daishonin’s Buddhism,
while she was in high school, and later
when she worked at a bank.

People of true faith live by their con-
victions. They are not worried about ap-
pearances or others’ criticism.

I hope that all our young women’s di-
vision members and junior high and high
school division members will join me in
walking the path of mentor and disciple of
the SGI, which Rector Kertész praised in
his speech earlier. I pray that you will do
so cheerfully and with dignity, letting
nothing defeat you.

The higher you rise
in social status, the
harder you should
work for kosen-rufu.

For the sake of the future, there is
something I want to say. There are parents
who, as they rise in society, no longer
think it important that their children prac-
tice faith diligently. Perhaps they have
forgotten that it was through practicing
with the SGI and accumulating good for-
tune that they rose so high in the first
place. Or perhaps they fear what others
will think of them, if it’s discovered that
they’re Gakkai members.

I hesitate to mention my family, but my
wife and I never allowed that to happen.
We faithfully followed the guidance of our
mentor, President Toda, and taught our
children a way of life based on faith and
putting the Gakkai first.

Also, when it came time for our sons to
find jobs, my wife said: “I won’t oppose
you, if you decide to take a job with a big,
well-known company. But make sure you
continue to devote yourself to the Soka
Gakkai. You must never stray from the or-
ganization of faith. If possible, I hope that
you will find some sort of work in which

you can serve the Soka Gakkai. This is the
best way of repaying what you owe the
Gakkai, and it will also contribute to the
achievement of kosen-rufu.”

Of course, that doesn’t mean that you
shouldn’t work in a company. Everyone
doesn’t have to work in a place directly
linked to the Gakkai. It’s the spirit that
counts.

People whose main concern is how they
appear to others, however, are unable to
practice true faith.

The higher one rises in social status, the
harder one should work for kosen-rufu —
with deep appreciation for one’s good for-
tune. Isn’t that the real spirit of faith?

A religion that
refuses to involve
itself in society has
no reason to exist.

With the assistance of Rector Kertész,
Mr. Makiguchi’s System of Value-creat-
ing Education has been published in
Spanish. When I saw the finished book, I
was almost moved to tears. How happy
Mr. Makiguchi and Mr. Toda would have
been, if they could have seen this! I am sure
that they would have been so overjoyed that
they would have held it lovingly against
their cheeks.

In his book, Mr. Makiguchi called on
society to take action to establish the
value of good. He declared that a religion
that refuses to involve itself in society,
that seeks only to provide personal sat-
isfaction through a selfish pursuit of
individual happiness, has no reason for
existing.
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Albert Einstein shows some of his equations to a visitor at the National Academy of Sciences,Washington, D.C. A great source of pride to Soka Gakkai
presidents Tsunesaburo Makiguchi and Josei Toda was having heard Einstein once lecture on his Theory of Relativity in Japan.

Buenos Aires, Argentina, home to Flores University. The university conferred an honorary doctorate on
SGI President Ikeda at the Jan. 15 youth leaders meeting.
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BY MICHAEL LISAGOR
VIENNA, VA.

Surrounded by a forest of
towering giants 

Bid farewell to a tragic
spirit

Allow your life to shine
With a spirit of joy and

good cheer
Live out your youth
With all your might!

— SGI President Ikeda

Until the summer of 1997, I
wasn’t particularly open-

minded on the subject of psy-
chotherapy. I would meet people
who were seeing a therapist and
think to myself: “What a waste of

time. All they’re
doing is dwelling
in the past rather
than changing
their karma and
making causes
for the future.” I
believed that
seeking the ser-

vices of a therapist was a sign of
weakness, an inability to use the
practice to deal with problems.
After all, I mistakenly reasoned,
weren’t we supposed to employ
the strategy of the Lotus Sutra to
solve all our problems? And, was-
n’t the only way to change your
karma on a fundamental level, the
ninth consciousness, to chant
Nam-myoho-renge-kyo? If I
were to see a therapist, I thought
I would be in essence admitting
to myself that the practice didn’t
have the power to change my life
or that my faith was just too weak.

My many years of chanting
had enabled me to gain a large
degree of control over my nega-
tive thoughts and I was much
happier with myself. I had
learned that if I chanted a lot, I
could make my mind quiet down
enough for me to function in
daily life. I was also able to make
and carry out strong determina-
tions, had a warm loving family,
and built a very successful career
in marketing. Still, though I had
overcome much of my unhappi-
ness and insecurity through
chanting, I was never entirely
without the deep sadness and
anger in my life that had tugged
at me since my childhood. 

What I began to realize was
that through my practice, I had fi-
nally opened up enough to begin
to explore some very painful as-

pects of my life. In “The Strategy
of the Lotus Sutra,” what Nichiren
Daishonin actually said was “Em-
ploy the strategy of the Lotus
Sutra before any other” (The
Major Writings of Nichiren Dai-
shonin, vol. 1, p. 246). He didn’t
say we shouldn’t seek out the ap-
propriate medicine and guidance
to heal ourselves but that we
should base these activities on the
wisdom and fortune that comes
from our Buddha nature. At that
point, all I needed was a powerful
catalyst, an event that would com-
pel me to change. Soon, two trau-
matic events occurred that pushed
me right over the edge. 

The first was the suicide of my
good friend, Gordon. He had
been my business mentor and a
source of inspiration for most of
the seventies and had finally re-
tired a few years ago. His family
and friends thought they knew
him very well. He was always
cheerful and full of great advice.
It frightened me that he could be
harboring such overwhelming
anguish that he saw no way to
continue living. Obviously, there
were major issues in his life, just
as in mine, that he had not
processed. I wondered if I could
afford to do the same?

A few years later, my wife,
Trude, was diagnosed with mul-
tiple sclerosis. For the first six
months, we both focused on
finding the benefit of her illness.
We gained a deeper apprecia-
tion for our practice, friends and
each other as well as a stronger
sense of mission. We looked at
the gain but had yet to face the
loss in our lives. One evening,
Trude discovered me lying
down almost comatose, unable
to move. I had fallen into an ex-
tremely depressed state, the kind
of loneliness and helplessness I
had experienced almost every
day as a child and teenager. 

There have been numerous
SGI leaders over the years who
have greatly encouraged and
inspired me in my practice.
However, it was through the
additional help of a therapist
that I was finally able to begin the
painful but rewarding process of
healing myself from the effects
of my childhood, so that I
could truly devote myself to my
mission in the present. So, in
the same way Trude went to a
neurologist about her illness, I
went to a psychotherapist
about mine.

It was very important to me
that I find a therapist whom I

felt comfortable with and who
had a supportive attitude toward
my Buddhist practice, someone
whom I felt a strong connection
with — someone I could trust
and who cared about me. I found
one who had also studied Bud-
dhist philosophy and meditation
for many years and so was read-
ily able to relate to my practice.
Starting with my tremendous
fear of losing Trude, I began ex-
ploring other aspects of my life
that I had previously been too
afraid to face. 

This was not an easy process.
I had to push myself through
many tears and painful memo-
ries. I discovered that the mes-
sages I had assimilated as a child
from an angry and abusive father
and a disinterested mother
greatly influenced my opinion of
myself. I also realized that Bud-
dhism and psychotherapy could
be compatible. Perhaps Nichiren
Daishonin could be considered a
therapist! Understanding that
human beings are often deluded
to the truth, he wrote, “One
should become the master of his
mind rather than let his mind
master him” (MW-1, 146). The
same lessons I was learning from
Nichiren Daishonin’s letters
from a spiritual perspective were
consistent with the realizations I
was having on a more personal
level in psychotherapy. Some of
these were: the difference be-
tween feeling I should do some-
thing, which means I don’t have
control, and choosing to do
something; allowing myself to
enjoy what there is to enjoy and
to suffer what there is to suffer
without judging myself; the im-
portance of realizing that none of
my attachments to people or
things in this life will last forever;
and not having to be busy or wor-
ried about something or like some-
one else to be respectworthy.

Trude and I just celebrated our
29th chanting and wedding an-
niversaries. For many years, we
have chanted side by side in front
of the Gohonzon. We like to think

this has contributed to the strong
love and unity in our family.
About four months ago, we de-
cided to chant 1 million daimoku
to make significant progress in
every aspect of our lives includ-
ing extracting the most benefit
possible from therapy. For the
first time, we used the same chart
to track our chanting. It was ac-
tually quite encouraging to be
able to fill two boxes at a time in-
stead of just one!

The ever-present heaviness
that had plagued me has now di-
minished significantly. There is
no way to describe how wonder-
ful this makes me feel. I am also
learning to allow myself to feel
joy without guilt and to experi-
ence pain without panic. The
essence of this is being able to live
in the moment — something we

are taught as Buddhists but that
can be very elusive.

I don’t feel that psychother-
apy has in any way diminished
my faith in Buddhism. Rather, it
has enhanced my practice. I am
able to sit quietly and concentrate
on my prayers where before I had
a difficult time focusing for more
than a few minutes at a time. Ac-
cepting that the emotions I’m

feeling do not always reflect the
truth, and that they won’t last for-
ever, has helped me develop a
more stable spiritual foundation.
I am also learning new habits,
new ways of thinking. My chant-
ing has accelerated and strength-
ened this process. I am slowly
overcoming my addiction to
drama and constant turmoil, an
obsession with being busy, and a
belief that I have to be funny for
people to like me. 

With my practice well cen-
tered as the prime point of my de-
velopment, therapy has played an
important supportive role, much
as my wife battles her illness with
the help of medical professionals.

I now have a much more pro-
found appreciation and respect
for anyone who takes construc-
tive steps toward increased self-

awareness and self-improve-
ment. I also believe these actions
can be consistent with our Bud-
dhist practice regardless of
whether they are within or with-
out our organizational and reli-
gious boundaries. The key isn’t
whether something has the cor-
rect label but whether it rings true.
As Buddhists, each of us must
judge that for ourselves. WT

Buddhism and Psychotherapy:A Personal Viewpoint
PERSPECTIVE With his Buddhist

practice as the
prime point of his
development,
therapy has
played an impor-
tant supportive
role in Michael
Lisagor’s life.

Mike, Megan, Jamie and Trude Lisagor in Italy, 1998.
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BY S. D. YANA DAVIS
JACKSON, MO.

Do you have it posted on or
near your altar?

It’s called “President Ikeda’s
Daily Determination.” It cer-

tainly sounds very
Buddhist in spirit.
It’s being distrib-
uted among lead-
ers and members
almost like a chain
letter — and being
taken as some spe-
cial guidance

from SGI President Ikeda. But,
unfortunately, it’s not by Presi-
dent Ikeda, even though it is a su-
perb daily determination. And
that’s why it’s never been pub-
lished by the SGI in any of its
publications.

The “Daily Determination”
is, in fact, nearly word-for-word

“Promise Yourself,” the Optimist
Creed, which the Optimists In-
ternational adopted in 1922.
“Promise Yourself” was penned
by motivational author Christian
D. Larson in his 1912 book Your
Forces and How to Use Them.

It reads: “Promise Yourself —
/ To be so strong that nothing can
disturb your peace of mind. / To
talk health, happiness and pros-
perity to every person you meet.
/ To make all your friends feel
that there is something in them.
/ To look at the sunny side of
everything and make your op-
timism come true. / To think
only of the best, to work only
for the best and to expect only
the best. / To be just as enthu-
siastic about the success of oth-
ers as you are about your own.
/ To forget the mistakes of the
past and press on to the greater
achievements of the future. /
To wear a cheerful counte-
nance at all times and give
every living creature you meet

a smile. / To give so much time
to the improvement of yourself
that you have no time to criti-
cize others. / To be too large for
worry, too noble for anger, too
strong for fear, and too happy to
permit the presence of trouble.”

How “Promise Yourself” was
transformed into “President
Ikeda’s Daily Determination” is
a mystery that may never be
solved. What is known is that it
somehow appeared — in the
form of photocopied sheets —
and became popular in the SGI-
USA over the last two years. At
least two SGI-USA national-

level leaders assured me, while I
prepared this article, that the
“Daily Determination” was not
by President Ikeda.

What value can we glean
from knowing the truth about
the “Daily Determination”?
First, the importance of verify-
ing the source of materials and
their accuracy. This theme oc-
curs in our school of Buddhism
from the very first days, when
Nichiren Daishonin, as a
young man seeking to deter-
mine the correct Buddhist
teachings, spent years study-
ing sutras and commentaries.

The Daishonin rightly sensed
that misinterpretations, inaccu-
racies and the like had resulted in
serious, harmful distortions of
Buddhist teachings. The results
of following misinterpretations
and distortions are exhaustively
explained by the Daishonin in
works such as the “Rissho
Ankoku Ron.”

The second piece of value to
be gained, in my opinion, is a re-
alization that the bodhisattva
spirit has long been present in
American culture, even among
those doubtless unfamiliar with
Buddhism. President Ikeda has
often suggested this; the Opti-
mist Creed shows this. President
Ikeda has pointed to great Amer-
icans, past and present, of all
races, as exemplary optimists.
Perhaps a little-known U.S. mo-
tivational author of the early 20th
century is yet another example.

Contact Yana Davis at
yanajune@clas.net

PERSPECTIVE Many leaders and members have unknowingly
been circulating the Optimist Creed as
‘President Ikeda’s Daily Determination.’ This
problem underlies the importance of verifying
the source of materials and their accuracy,
S. D. Yana Davis says, which is an important
theme in Nichiren Daishonin’s Buddhism.

BY DIANNE MOODY
ALBUQUERQUE, N.M.

Arriving home from a two-
week business trip, I found

myself jet-lagged and exhausted.
My husband was due home the

next day, and
thus I had the op-
portunity to
“reenter” my en-
vironment in any
way I chose.

I decided to
sleep out in the
backyard for two

reasons — first I could cuddle
with my dog, who is not allowed
on the bed, and second I could
share the moon and the stars
with the people I had just left
halfway around the world in
South Africa.

I slept soundly for several
hours, after which my eyes
popped open and I was unable to
sleep. I spent the rest of the night
watching the vast kaleidoscope
of moon, stars and clouds parad-
ing across a deep blue sky. I
waxed and waned in and out of
sleeping and waking conscious-
ness and began to see the night
sky as a metaphor for life.

I equated the clouds to my
beliefs and perceptions. None
of them is the “truth” but simply
wisps of vapor representing my
scattered and often ego-domi-
nated thinking. I compared the
more compact and longer last-
ing clouds to my biased and
deeply entrenched views of life.

And behind both of these
ever-changing perceptions was
a deeper reality — the continu-
ous blue night sky similar to the
unchanging reality of our Bud-
dha nature. I thought about the

shifting clouds and likened them
to the process of our lives shift-
ing within the Ten Worlds that
form the reality of our lives. All
the while, our Buddha nature is
ever present in each of these
worlds.

If I squinted, I could see ele-
phants and raccoons, devils and
angels, butterflies, stately princes
and warriors, to name a few. I
again realized that just as with the
“truth,” no one else would see the
same things I was seeing in these
clouds. That brought to mind how
frequently we can experience the
same situation with other people
and have a totally different per-
spective than others of the reality
we have just shared.

At one point, I was con-
vinced a star was moving
rapidly across the sky. Logic
told me otherwise, but I was dis-
oriented, and for at least 15 min-
utes I was convinced that the
star was zooming from East to
West. When I used the apricot
tree and nearby porch roof as
reference points, I could clearly
see how deceived I was — it
was windy, and the fast migrat-
ing clouds were creating an il-

lusion. When I saw that I was
wrong, I had to ask myself how
many of my thoughts and be-
liefs were also an illusion. How
many times do I put my reality
out there as the “truth,” when in
fact I am mistaken.

Just as these puffs of mist can
eclipse the moon and the night
sky, my vision can also be
clouded by my perceptions. Of
course it is always easier to see
other people’s mistaken views,
but perhaps I must be more sus-
pect of my “truth.” I was also
struck with the importance of
looking behind our ever-chang-
ing perceptions and tapping into
the unchanging reality that is
our Buddha nature.

From there we can see the
Truth from a much deeper per-
spective.

Contact Dianne Moody at
moodylr@aol.com.

A Nighttime Kaleidoscope
PERSPECTIVE Watching the sky

from her backyard
one night leads
Dianne Moody ‘to
see the night sky
as a metaphor for
life.’ She describes
a ‘continuous blue
night sky similar to
the unchanging
reality of our
Buddha nature.’

Share Your Experience With the ‘World Tribune’
Experiences in faith are among the most popular articles in the World Tri-
bune. Whether told in the first or third person or in dialogue format, the
story of how your life changed through practicing Nichiren Daishonin’s
Buddhism can deeply influence the lives of others. If you’d like your ex-
perience to be considered for publication in the World Tribune, please send

it to: World Tribune, Attn: Experiences Editor, 606 Wilshire Blvd., P.O.
Box 1427, Santa Monica, CA 90406–1427; or e-mail wt@sgi-usa.org.
Please include your name, address and telephone number! Your story
should be no longer than five typed pages, double-spaced (approximately
1,200 words).

Verify the Source
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centers, palaces where people can
“enjoy themselves at ease” while
working toward the important
goal of world peace.

The great Chinese poet Po
Chü-I (also known as Bo Juyi)
wrote, “Make diligent efforts / to
associate with the wise and hon-
est, / and always encourage each
other.” The Analects of Confucius
say, “A gentleman gathers friends
through his culture; and with
these friends, he develops his hu-
manity.” Our culture centers
around the world have been the

starting points for many friendly
dialogues in the pursuit of peace.

I remember fondly my dia-
logue with the world-renowned
astronomers Sir Fred Hoyle and
Dr. Chandra Wickramasinghe
at Taplow Court. We spoke
freely, without inhibition, of the
great drama of the universe and
humanity.

Our culture centers and com-
munity centers are the castles of
global citizens — the SGI
members.

In a letter to Toki Jonin,
Nichiren Daishonin writes,
“When you go to the Pure Land

of Eagle Peak, you may declare
that you have built the supreme
Lotus Hall [a hall for practicing
the Lotus Sutra] in all Jambudvipa
[the entire world]” (Gosho Zen-
shu, p. 995). The significance of
our culture centers, citadels of
worldwide kosen-rufu, is pro-
found indeed.

The Daishonin also says:
“The Buddhas of the ten direc-
tions will all assemble in throngs
and fill in the lands to the east,
west, north and south, in the eight
directions, the major world sys-
tem and all the four hundred bil-
lion nayutas of lands. They will
be seated side by side like the
stars in the heavens or the rows

of rice and hemp plants on the
earth, and will guard and protect
the votaries of the Lotus Sutra
just as the various ministers and
subjects guard and protect the
heir of a great ruler. (The Major
Writings of Nichiren Daishonin,
vol. 7, p. 243)

The concept of a universe filled
with billions of galaxies, some-
thing that was practically beyond
human comprehension a few cen-
turies ago, is now gradually being
verified by scientific data.

In the same way, the validity of
our pioneering movement —
which has been unfolding from
our community centers, castles of
the Law, and spreading across the

globe — will be demonstrated in
the next 50 and next 100 years. Of
this I am certain.

I firmly believe that an un-
ending stream of capable young
people, who will shoulder the
new era, will emerge from these
precious citadels of kosen-rufu
and work to realize peace in the
21st century. I look forward to
them taking their place in the
world.

This series is published
as “Thoughts on The
New Human Revolution”
in the Seikyo Shimbun.

ESSAY, FROM PAGE 4

From early on, Mr. Makiguchi
was absolutely clear on this: A
self-serving religion, a closed, iso-
lated religion, a religion that does
not contribute to society, has no
meaning. This was one starting
point of the Soka Gakkai’s dy-
namic movement of religious
revolution and human revolution
— a movement pursued amid the
reality of this saha world, a realm
of suffering and endurance.

Buddhism is manifested in
society. The Nikken sect, which
ignores the challenge of social
involvement, has forgotten what
Buddhism is about. They have

lost their faith and are doing
their best to destroy the Daisho-
nin’s Buddhism.

Albert Einstein, whom I
know Rector Kertész admires,
once lamented, “It is easier to
denature plutonium than to de-
nature the evil spirit of man.”
This is why the field of psy-
chology — the study of the
human mind — which Rector
Kertész has devoted himself to,
is so important. On one level,
such Buddhist teachings as a
life-moment possessing 3,000
realms, the oneness of body and
mind, and the oneness of life and
its environment are expressions
of a grand, sublime psychology.

Kosen-rufu is an eternal strug-
gle against the mind of evil. The
appearance of evil people and trai-
tors who obstruct our path is proof
of the validity of the Daishonin’s
Buddhism that we practice.

Live a youth
committed to the
ideal of kosen-rufu,
with hearts as big
as the universe.

A great source of pride to
Mr. Makiguchi and Mr. Toda
was hearing Einstein lecture on
his Theory of Relativity, when
he was in Japan. Mr. Toda often

spoke of this event to me. In the
midst of the struggle against the
unspeakably evil Nazi regime,
Einstein said that the Earth was
just a small planet, that he be-
lieved somewhere far away
there were much bigger, more
important planets, perhaps no-
bler and happier. I understand
his point well. It is similar to the
Buddhist idea of countless en-
lightened Buddha lands exist-
ing throughout the universe.

I hope that all of you will live
a youth committed to the ideal
of kosen-rufu, with strong, in-
vincible resolve, with hearts as
big as the universe itself. Let’s
continue our efforts, without re-
treating even a single step, to-
ward the 21st century!

We must press forward, for-
ward, always forward. That’s
the key to victory. Never fall
back even a step.

Let’s save those
who are suffering!

In closing, I offer my deepest
prayers that Argentina’s es-
teemed Flores University, which
from today has become my pre-
cious alma mater, will enjoy
eternal prosperity and success.

Please let me recite a verse
from a poem by the great 19th-
century folk poet, Mihály
Vörösmarty of Hungary, the
land of Rector Kertész’s birth:

What, in this world, is our
task? To struggle,

according to our strength, for

noble goals.
Before us stands the fate of

a nation —
when we, from the

irrevocable fall
have preserved it and

restored it to its heights,
fighting under the clear

beam of the spirit,
we can say, returning to our

ancestors
in the dust: “Thank you,

life, for thy blessings —
this has been great joy, yea,

the Work of Men!”

Let’s save those who are suf-
fering! Let’s protect the people!
Let’s struggle with all our might
to illuminate the darkness! That
is the spirit of these lines.

My friends of the youth di-
vision: The grand stage of the
21st century is now ready and
waiting for you to take your
places. I pray for your health,
your victory and your glorious
futures. I pray for an uninter-
rupted succession of victories
for all of you.

And with a final prayer that
you will bravely overcome
life’s tempestuous storms and
enjoy a youth of great triumph
and no regrets, I close my
speech today.

Thank you.

SGI President Ikeda’s speech
at the Soka Gakkai Youth Divi-
sion Leaders Meeting, held at
the Tokyo Makiguchi Memorial
Hall in Hachioji, Jan. 15.

SPEECH, FROM PAGE 7

SGI President Ikeda attended
a conference with representa-
tive Soka Gakkai leaders from
throughout Japan the evening
of Feb. 3 in Shinanomachi,
Tokyo. He shared the follow-
ing points on leadership: “The
most important thing is kosen-
rufu. And it is no one other
than the Soka Gakkai mem-
bers who are working toward
this goal. The fundamental
criterion for all our undertak-
ings is to advance kosen-rufu
and make the Soka Gakkai

rock-solid. When the Gakkai
is rock-solid, we can limit-
lessly expand our movement
and lead humanity in the di-
rection of peace and kosen-
rufu. As leaders, we must
unite with a solid commit-
ment to work for the sake of
kosen-rufu and the sake of our
precious fellow members, no
matter what happens. We
must devote ourselves with
deep sincerity, not relying on
strategies. We must keep fight-
ing resolutely, until we van-

quish those who seek to de-
stroy Buddhism. We mustn’t
shrink back for even a moment.
Only to the extent that we work
for kosen-rufu will we, our fam-
ilies and the Gakkai be safe-
guarded by the protective
forces of the Buddhas and
bodhisattvas throughout the
universe. I want all of you to
crown your lives with such tri-
umph that everyone will ex-
claim, ‘What great leaders
they were! What wonderful
lives they led!’” WT

LEADERS CONFERENCE

The Most Important Thing
Is Kosen-rufu
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Send to:
Mailbox

606 Wilshire Blvd. PO Box 1427
Santa Monica, CA  90406-1427
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The World Tribune welcomes
reader submissions. If you are

interested in contributing an article
or photograph, please contact us
for guidelines. Together we can

make a great newspaper.

The 
SGI-USA’s
Weekly
Newspaper

Gratitude for the
Spanish Pages
I would like to express my
gratitude for your Spanish
pages every month. We use
these pages in all our Hispanic
Group meetings. We at the
Miami Community Center
have a small library with pub-
lications from SGI Latin-
American countries, and also
I myself have a longtime ex-
perience in translation from
Japanese and English into
Spanish.

Please say hello and thank
you very much to all staff
members and especially to Ce-
sarina Caro for all her support.

— ALBERTO SANCHEZ,
Fort Lauderdale, Fla.

Thanks for the Changes

I wish to take this opportunity
to commend all the great
changes and the hard work all
of you have put in to make the
World Tribune such a won-
derful publication. Thank you
very much.

— LEW KAI KENG,
North Miami Beach, Fla.

The Real Fun 

Hi, we really liked SGI Presi-
dent Ikeda’s speech in the Jan.
8 issue. We all learned from it.
We never really thought about
this — that the real fun is in
working toward a goal and not
in the achievement of the goal.
When we first read the quote
from Gandhi — “joy lies in
the fight, in the attempt, in the
suffering involved, not in the
victory itself” — we thought
it was weird. But then when
we thought about it some
more, it kind of made sense.
We had real good discussion
about this.

— YOUTH DIVISION
OF ARCADIA DISTRICT, 

Arcadia, Calif. 

Thoughts
on Ceremony

Lisa Jones’ witty and mostly
informative essay on formali-
ties of gongyo “Bell, Book...”
(Nov. 13, 1998, issue) cap-
tures the essential spirit of our

practice in a jestful manner.
However, I’d like to comment
on ceremony. Ceremony is an
integral part of human civi-
lization. It is comforting, en-
joyable, calming. No wonder
it’s found in all religions. Of
course like anything it can be
distorted. However, especially
today in a world that so rapidly
changes, a consistent cere-
mony, for some, is often sooth-
ing. Thus I feel it shouldn’t be
treated so lightly as to deny its
importance completely. While
we shouldn’t get stuck on cer-
emony, to the other end of the
spectrum, we shouldn’t make
others uncomfortable by
throwing it out the window.

There is in fact a traditional
way to ring the bell — a spe-
cific number of hits at specific
times during the ceremony of
gongyo.... I find it soothing to
hear the bell rung the same
way when I chant, and some-
what unsettling when it is
rung in other ways, such as at
most meetings. Sometimes I
wonder if the leader ever both-
ered to learn the tradition, and
if not, why not? On the other
hand, if I am tired and forget
to ring the bell when per-
forming my own gongyo, I
don’t chastise myself. Simi-
larly, there is rich tradition
and meaning behind the type
of greens and the white can-
dles used throughout the
world on our altars, the offer-
ing of water in the morning,
and the burning of incense.
These things should be taught,
at least, so members under-
stand their significance and
can decide for themselves
whether it’s important to
maintain the traditions. I don’t
mean members should be
chastised for choosing to use
different candles or short-
lived greens or whatever, just
that they should be provided
accurate information about
the history and significance
along with the option to make
adjustments according to
need. 

While probably way un-
PC, there’s also the issue of
the benefit we get for chal-
lenging ourselves for Bud-
dhism; challenging our nega-
tivity toward, say, white

candles, or bells, or cleanli-
ness, or consistency in pro-
viding fresh greens. As the
saying goes, nothing is wasted
in Buddhism, and offerings
are an expression of our sin-
cerity. Should we choose to
use black candles out of re-
belliousness, what kind of
cause is that? Anyway, as I
said, this is probably an un-
popular view, though others
holding it may be afraid to ex-
press it. (It’s good to loosen
up, but what’s next — gongyo
in English?)

I feel it’s important to ac-
knowledge the importance of
ceremony to human life, the
value of tradition, and would
like to see those who lead
meetings, maintain commu-
nity center altars, or even
hold meetings at their homes
make an effort to keep a rel-
atively traditional altar and
perform a more or less tradi-
tional gongyo at those times,
for the sake of the members.
Remember that newer mem-

bers are often learning by ex-
ample; the constant differ-
ences from place to place or
person to person can be con-
fusing, even frustrating.
Some members won’t ex-
press their frustration; others
may inquire about the differ-
ences, but find the leader say-
ing, “It doesn’t matter” when
he really means, “I don’t
know.” If members can’t han-
dle the smell of incense or the
open flame of a candle is a
fire hazard, then of course,
common sense should super-
sede ceremony. If people
want to play the sax during
gongyo when they are by
themselves, or keep a potted
plant or flowers by their pri-
vate altar, that’s their busi-
ness, of course. But at least
consider the value of cere-
mony and consistency and
the comfort of members
when acting as a leader of
faith in public (or when pub-
lishing essays on the topic).

Keep up the ever-vigilant
good work!

— LIZ CARTER,
Boston
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SUA
Announcement

Now in its fifth year, Soka University of America’s
graduate school is accepting applications for its mas-
ter’s degree program in second and foreign language
education.

Individuals seeking admission to the M.A. program must
hold a baccalaureate or bachelor’s degree with a minimum
grade-point average of 2.7 or B- on a four-point scale.  Ap-
plicants whose native language is not English are required
to submit a Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL)
with a minimum score of 600. Applications for the
1999–2000 academic year are due by March 31.  For more
information, contact the Graduate Admissions Office at
26800 West Mulholland Hwy., Calabasas, CA 91302. Tele-
phone (818) 878-3717, e-mail: grad_admissions@soka.edu.
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The Culture Department
Makes a New Start

Twenty-five national representatives of the
Culture Department met Jan. 30 with the
Department’s newly appointed leader, Eric
Hauber, for their first conference in six
years. The summit, held at the Los Angeles
Friendship Center, began with a congratu-
latory message from SGI President Ikeda
(see below),  the announcement of new
leadership appointments (see the Jan. 15
World Tribune) and encouragement from
SGI-USA General Director Fred Zaitsu.

The participants powered through a full
day reviewing their mission statement and
discussing objectives and strategies for re-
vitalizing the Culture Department nation-
wide. The conference included four ses-
sions —  a combined brainstorming session
and  smaller group discussions and reports.
The SGI-USA Culture Department was
formed by President Ikeda on Feb. 17,
1990, for the purpose of “developing ca-
pable people equipped with faith and in-

tellect” toward the development of Amer-
ican kosen-rufu. Consisting of various pro-
fessionals — in the fields of education,
academia, arts, healing arts and law —
President Ikeda envisioned the Culture De-
partment as a group that can have a great
influence on society.

Amanda Rivera, principal at Ames Mid-
dle School in Chicago, gives her impression:
“It was timely to clarify our mission as the
Culture Department before the start of the

21st century. I feel we are now all on the
same page together with President Ikeda.”
Wrapping up the final session, Eric Hauber
refreshed everyone’s resolve by reminding
them of the importance of compassion as
“the fundamental source of our life en-
ergy.” He also reminded everyone of Pres-
ident Ikeda’s strategy to always focus on the
here and now, to put 100 percent into every
meeting and personal encounter.

— STEPHANIE CELANO

To the members of the SGI-USA Culture De-
partment, who are traveling through the era of

wisdom, congratulations on your departure under
the new leadership of SGI-USA Culture Depart-
ment Leader Eric Hauber.

In 1990, during the opening of a new era for
American kosen-rufu, I formed the SGI-USA Cul-
ture Department. This was because I firmly believed

that producing promising capable people equipped
with faith and intellect would be vital for the devel-
opment of America. 

As we approach the 21st century, I want each of
you to deeply confirm this fundamental reason for
the department’s formation by fostering a steady
stream of capable people, who are brimming with
hope, in your land of freedom.

I ask each of you, who are taking leadership for
the next generation, to study Buddhism more deeply
and seriously than ever before. Also, side by side
with the members, please broaden the circle of dia-
logue filled with sincere encouragement and assid-
uously polish your compassion and wisdom.

I am looking forward to meeting all of you, capable
people of shining intellect, in the United States soon.

Jan. 30
SGI President Ikeda

Capable People of Shining Intellect

Representative Culture Department
members from across the country
meet at the Los Angeles Friendship
Center for a conference on Jan.30.They
discussed objectives and strategies for
revitalizing the department.

Photos by Gregory Nakasuji
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