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Congratulations on the start
of the new year! My best
wishes to all of you! Rabbi
Abraham Cooper, associ-

ate dean of the renowned Simon
Wiesenthal Center in Los Angeles,
and Prof. Alfred Balitzer of Clare-
mont McKenna College are presently
visiting Japan. During one of their
discussions here, they made an ob-
servation that I want to share with
you. They expressed concern about
the Japanese tendency to gloss over
issues related to World War II and
Japan’s past history of aggression
against other nations. It’s this seem-

ing desire to bury the past, and sim-
ply forget all about it.

Such an attitude is in stark contrast,
they said, to the growing tendency in
other parts of the world — particularly
in China, the United States and the
leading nations of Europe — to leave
an accurate record of history for the
21st century. How is it possible to steer
a correct course for the future, they
asked, without a correct understanding
of history?

Their assessment is right on. That is
the conventional wisdom of the world.

More and more in Japan, however,
we are seeing a trend to cover up the

facts of history that are unpleasant or
inconvenient and to teach a false his-
tory of events. A dangerous national-
ism is spreading.

It is imperative, therefore, that we of
the Soka Gakkai fight against these
forces, that we strive with all our
strength to expand the alliance of peo-
ple of conscience and reason. And let
us do just that!

Rabbi Cooper and Professor Bal-
itzer referred to the SGI leader’s
courage in speaking out and taking ac-
tion in a country where fact and truth
are so easily distorted. Proclaiming

that calls for peace are meaningless
unless they are accompanied by ac-
tion, the two men paid tribute to Pres-
ident Ikeda’s efforts to foster individ-
uals of character, who are unafraid to
take a stand for justice and truth when
the need arises.

There is also no place for vagueness
when recording the history of kosen-
rufu. We mustn’t turn a blind eye to
people who betray the Soka Gakkai,
who trample on the trust of their fellow
members or who seek to suppress the
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In his speech at the
January Headquarters
Leaders Meeting, at

which he received an
honorary doctorate from
Delhi University, the SGI
president looks to India
for lessons on creating a
just civilization. He asks
us to ‘listen again, with
intent humility, to the

profound spiritual
message that continues

to arise, calmly and
quietly, from the eternal

land of India.’

Courtesy of SEIKYO PRESS

SGI members from India attend the SGI training session in Japan in September 1998, with representatives from 59 other countries and regions.

A Civilization That Ensures Justice
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BY DAISAKU IKEDA
SGI PRESIDENT

How quickly time
passes. It was 25 years
ago, on a sparkling
spring day in 1974,

that I stepped up to the podium of
the Dickson Lecture Hall of
UCLA. At the invitation of the
university, I was giving a lecture
entitled “Toward the 21st Cen-
tury.” It was the afternoon of
April 1. In Japan, it was the
morning of April 2, the anniver-
sary of the death of my mentor,
Josei Toda.

Sixteen years had passed
since his death, and I, his disci-
ple, Daisaku Ikeda, was 46. Mr.
Toda’s sincerest wish was for
world peace, and he devoted his
life to building a fortress of
peace in people’s hearts. Em-
bracing my mentor’s spirit and
vision, I spoke that day of mak-
ing the 21st century a century of
humanity.

That was the first time that I
spoke at a world-renowned cen-
ter of learning.

My second university address
was in the beautiful month of
May the following year, 1975, at
Moscow State University, in
what was then the Soviet Union.
The honorary doctorate I re-
ceived on that occasion was the
first I was to accept from a for-
eign university. My lecture was
titled “A New Road to
East–West Cultural Exchange.”

At the time, the icy wall of the
Cold War, which separated East
and West, was thick and hard.
Deep mistrust and suspicion di-
vided the opposing camps. How
could this wall of ice be melted?

My conclusion was that the
only way was through cultural
exchange, through exchange
and communication between in-
dividuals, a type of exchange
that would transcend the barri-
ers of ideology. We needed to
build a Silk Road of the spirit.

I will never forget how ur-
gently I made my case for open-
ing the door for that sort of com-
munication to the audience of a
thousand in the Culture Palace
of Moscow State University. I
strove with all my might to con-
vey my message — as if I were
engaged in a dialogue with each
person present.

Prof. Leon A. Strijak interpreted
for me on that occasion. He had
worked through the night to fin-

ish the translation of my clumsy
manuscript into perfect Russian.
And although he was exhausted
by the effort, he did a splendid
job interpreting. I learned later
that he asked one of his students

to remain on standby near the
podium to take over if he be-
came too tired to continue.

Several of the students in the
auditorium that day, including
Prof. Strijak’s understudy, are
now playing leading roles in
promoting peaceful, friendly
exchange between Russia and
Japan.

Universities are centers of learn-
ing and intellect. In their hal-
lowed halls, the world’s future is
created.

Not infrequently, addresses
given at universities have great
historical value. For example,
the famous lecture that philoso-
pher Ralph Waldo Emerson
gave at Harvard University in

1837, titled “The American
Scholar,” was described as “an
intellectual declaration of inde-
pendence” for American cul-
ture, and it remains an important
intellectual milestone today.

I have had the good fortune to
speak at Harvard on two occa-
sions myself, in 1991 and 1993.
My lectures were “The Age of
Soft Power and Inner-Motivated
Philosophy” and “Mahayana
Buddhism and 21st-Century
Civilization.”

In addition, I have spoken at
many other universities, includ-
ing the Columbia University–af-
filiated Teachers College in New
York, Claremont McKenna Col-
lege in California, the Univer-
sity of Havana in Cuba and the
University of Guadalajara in
Mexico. I have given addresses
at Beijing University, Fudan
University and Shenzhen Uni-
versity in China and at the Chi-

nese University of Hong Kong
and the University of Macau. I
have also spoken at other univer-
sities in Asia, including the Uni-
versity of the Philippines in
Manila and Tribhuvan Univer-
sity in Nepal, as well as Ankara
University in Turkey, at the
crossroads of East and West. In
Europe, I have given lectures at
the University of Bologna, the
oldest university in Europe,
Saint Kliment Ohridsky Uni-
versity of Sofia in Bulgaria and
the University of Bucharest in
Romania.

I have spoken at various
other institutes, research cen-
ters and human rights organi-
zations, including the Institut
de France in Paris, the Gandhi
Smriti and Darshan Samiti in
India, the Rajiv Gandhi Insti-
tute for Contemporary Studies,
also in India, the Chinese Acad-
emy of Social Sciences in Bei-
jing, the Simon Wiesenthal
Center’s Museum of Tolerance
in Los Angeles, the East–West
Center in Hawaii and the
Brazilian Academy of Letters
in Rio de Janeiro.

During one of my lectures, the
microphone cut off twice. “Let’s
take a little break,” I joked. “It
seems I haven’t paid my elec-
tricity bill.” My audience re-
sponded with warm laughter.

When I was speaking at the
University of Havana, there was
a terrible thunderstorm and
pouring rain outside. I began my
lecture by saying: “Thunder —
what beautiful music of the
heavens! The heavens are beat-
ing their drums to congratulate
humanity’s progress toward the
victory of peace. It is a great
symphonic performance for our
benefit.”

I am happy to say that my lec-
tures have been well received.
The internationally acclaimed
scientist Linus Pauling re-
sponded with profound sympa-
thy to my explanation of the
Bodhisattva state of compassion
in my lecture at Claremont
McKenna College. He declared
that acting in the spirit of “No.
9” — that is, the ninth of the Ten
Worlds, the state of Bodhisattva
— is the true duty of all human
beings.

I also have a fond memory
of shaking hands with many
students who came up to me
after one lecture. I shook hands
with so many that my arms
ached.

And several students who
heard my lectures at Beijing
University became interested in
the Soka Gakkai and came to
Japan to research us. Nothing
pleases me more than when my
lectures succeed in stimulating
an ever-expanding sympathy
and interest.

We must make the new century
a century of peace, life and hu-
manism. To achieve that, we
must build roads of cultural un-
derstanding, communication,
friendship and hope that connect
the civilizations and peoples of
our world. That is why I con-
tinue to speak and give lectures.
I am calling on individuals to
join in the task of linking the
world together.

SGI PRESIDENT IKEDA’S ESSAY

WHY I GIVE
UNIVERSITY LECTURES

SGI President Ikeda first began giving university lectures 25 years ago at
UCLA with ‘Toward the 21st Century.’ Since then, he has spoken to university

audiences the world over about making the 21st century a century of humanity.
‘We must build roads of cultural understanding, communication, friendship

and hope that connect the civilizations and peoples of our world,’ he writes in
this essay. ‘That is why I continue to speak and give lectures.’

This series is published
as “Thoughts on The
New Human Revolution”
in the Seikyo Shimbun.

Courtesy of SEIKYO PRESS

SGI President Ikeda lectures on ‘The Age of Soft Power’ at Harvard
University, September 1991.



WORLD TRIBUNE • JANUARY 29, 1999 3

‘The Life of 
Nichiren Daishonin’

from Living Buddhism, pp.
14–35 

Q1: 
What was the practice that
Nichiren Daishonin pro-
claimed on April 28, 1253? 
(Living Buddhism, p. 15)

Q2: 
Describe the significance of
the Tatsunokuchi Persecution
in terms of Nichiren Daisho-
nin’s identity. 
(Living Buddhism, pp. 17–18) 

Q3: 
After the attempt to execute
Nichiren Daishonin at Tatsu-
nokuchi proved unsuccessful,
he was exiled to a cold and for-
bidding place that he was not
expected to return from. What
was this place? 
(Living Buddhism, pp. 18–19)

Q4: 
What did the Daishonin teach
his disciples in response to
their discouragement over his
exile? 
(Living Buddhism, pp. 18–19)

Q5: 
During the Sado Exile, the
Daishonin completed the theo-
retical foundation of his teach-
ings. What two works written
during this period established
the theoretical framework for
his inscription of the object of
worship? 
(Living Buddhism, p. 21)

Q6: 
Nichiren Daishonin repeatedly
stated in his writings that a
Buddha is what? 
(Living Buddhism, p. 18) 

Q7: 
After what event did Nichiren
Daishonin start inscribing the
Gohonzon? 
(Living Buddhism, p. 23)

Q8: 
The inscription of “Nam-
myoho-renge-kyo” and
“Nichiren” on the Gohonzon
indicates what principle? 
(Living Buddhism, p. 23)

Q9: 
Following a Chinese proverb
that says if one’s warnings go
unheeded three times by the
sovereign, one should leave
the country, the Daishonin re-
tired to Mount Minobu and
prepared for the great task of
eternalizing his Buddhism.
Retirement did not mean a
life of leisure for the Daisho-
nin. What three things did he

do at this time? 
(Living Buddhism, p. 25)

Q10: 
To foster the faith of the disci-
ples he was training at Mount
Minobu, the Daishonin gave
an important series of lectures.
What were these lectures on,
and under what name were
they set down in writing by
Nikko Shonin? 
(Living Buddhism, pp. 24–27)

Q11: 
In what way did the behavior
of the Daishonin’s followers
after the persecutions sur-
rounding Tatsunokuchi and the
Sado Exile differ from their
behavior following the At-
suhara Persecution? 
(Living Buddhism, p. 29)

Q12: 
What activity by Nichiren Dai-
shonin’s followers caused the
authorities to persecute them? 

(Living Buddhism, p. 27)

Q13: 
Who did Nichiren Daishonin
name as his legitimate
successor? 
(Living Buddhism, p. 32)

Q14: 
Why did five of the six senior
priests abandon the Daisho-
nin’s teachings after he died?
(Living Buddhism, p. 34)

Q15: 
What slanderous acts did the
five senior priests commit?
(Living Buddhism, p. 34)

Q16: 
Why did Nikko Shonin leave
Mount Minobu and establish
Taiseki-ji temple near the foot
of Mount Fuji? (Living Bud-
dhism, p. 34)

Q17: 
What was Nikko Shonin’s pur-

pose in writing “The Twenty-
six Admonitions”? 
(Living Buddhism, p. 35)

‘On Attaining
Buddhahood’ 

from SGI-USA Study Program
Entrance-Level Textbook, 

pp. 6–31

Q18: 
How do the Daishonin’s teach-
ings about the Mystic Law dif-
fer from the views of most
other religions? (p. 10)

Q19: 
What does it mean to “perceive
the nature of your own life”?
(p. 21)

Q20: 
What is the Daishonin trying
to illustrate by using the anal-
ogy of a poor man counting his
neighbor’s wealth day and

night? (p. 21)

Q21: 
What attitude will lead us to
feel that our practice is an
“endless, painful austerity”?
(p. 23)

Q22: 
What constitutes the attitudes of
non-Buddhists according to this
letter? (pp. 22–23) 

Q23: 
What does this letter empha-
size as a key element in our
Buddhist practice? (p. 23)

Q24: 
What attitude prevents us from
experiencing “great joy” in our
practice? (p. 22)

Questions 25–26 are
based on the following
passage:

It [the Jomyo Sutra] further
states that if the minds of the
people are impure, their land is
also impure, but if their minds
are pure, so is their land. There
are not two lands, pure or im-
pure in themselves. The differ-
ence lies solely in the good or
evil of our minds. (MW-1, 4)

Q25: 
What Buddhist principle is il-
lustrated by this passage? (pp.
26–27)

Q26: 
What does “the good and evil
of our minds” mean? (p. 25)

Q27: 
Where is the Buddha land? (p.
25)

Q28: 
In the principle of “the mutu-
ally inclusive relationship be-
tween life and all phenomena”
what does life represent? (pp.
18–20)

Q29: 
In the principle of “the mutu-
ally inclusive relationship be-
tween life and all phenomena”
what does phenomena repre-
sent? (pp. 18–20)

Q30: 
According to Nichiren Daisho-
nin, what beliefs constitute in-
ferior teachings? (p. 21)

Q31: 
When would chanting Nam-
myoho-renge-kyo still be con-
sidered practicing provisional
teachings? (p. 20)

Q32: 
The Daishonin teaches us that

Sample Questions 
for the 

Entrance-level Exam
This year’s Entrance-level Exam will be held Sunday, April 25, throughout the
country. Actual questions for the exam will be based on the sample questions that
follow. The page numbers that appear in parentheses at the end of each question will
direct you to where the answer can be found. The actual exam questions will be in
multiple-choice format, so this sample test is more difficult than the actual test will be.
Also, of the following questions, only 40 to 50 percent will appear on the exam, which
is expected to consist of 25 to 35 questions. We hope this information will assist you in
preparing for the exam. Good luck!

— The Study Department

PLEASE SEE QUESTIONS, 4

Photo by GREGORY NAKASUJI

Study is one of the most important aspects of practicing Nichiren Daishonin’s Buddhism.



when chanting to the Gohon-
zon we should “summon up
deep conviction that
________________.” (p. 23)

Q33: 
What action of Buddhist prac-
tice does the Daishonin com-
pare to polishing a mirror? (p.
29)

Q34: 
According to this letter, what
is “the direct path to enlighten-
ment”? (p. 9)

‘The Real Aspect 
of the Gohonzon’

from SGI-USA Study Program
Entrance-Level Textbook, pp.

32–53

Questions 35–44 are
based on the following
passage:

Never seek this Gohonzon out-
side yourself. The Gohonzon
exists only within the mortal
flesh of us ordinary people
who embrace the Lotus Sutra
and chant Nam-myoho-renge-
kyo. The body is the palace of
the ninth consciousness, the
unchanging reality which
reigns over all life’s func-
tions.... The Gohonzon is
found in faith alone. As the
sutra states, “Only with faith
can one enter Buddhahood.”
(MW-1, 213)

Q35: 
What is Nichiren Daishonin
urging us to seek within our
own lives? (p. 39)

Q36: 
What is the meaning of the
passage “The body is the
palace of the ninth conscious-
ness, the unchanging reality
which reigns over all life’s
functions”? (p. 42)

Q37: 
In this letter, Nichiren Daisho-
nin refers to the Gohonzon as
“perfectly endowed.” Why are
the other Buddhist objects of
worship incomplete compared
to the Gohonzon? (pp. 43–44)

Q38: 
No one has unwavering faith
from the outset. How can we
define faith at the beginning of
our practice? (p. 49)

Q39: 
When we chant daimoku to
the Gohonzon we experience
the interaction of the four
powers. Two of the four pow-
ers are 1) the power of the
Buddha and 2) the power of

the Law. How can we activate
the power of the Buddha and
the power of the Law in our
own lives? (p. 41)

Q40: 
Shakyamuni’s disciple
Shariputra was considered to
be the “foremost in wisdom,”
yet even he could not attain en-
lightenment through his wis-
dom. How did he attain en-
lightenment? (p. 46)

Q41: 
Even though doubts are natural
and unavoidable, it is impor-
tant to strive for doubt-free
faith. Instead of worrying or
tormenting ourselves, what
should we do when we have
feelings of doubt or insincerity
in our practice? (p. 51)

Q42: 
What two actions express faith
in Nichiren Daishonin’s Bud-
dhism? (pp. 51–52)

Q43: 
What point is the Daishonin
trying to teach us in this writ-
ing through the examples of
the Emperor of Han and Li
Kuang? (pp. 51–52)

Q44: 
Down the center of the Gohon-
zon, inscribed in Chinese char-
acters, are the words “Nam-
myoho-renge-kyo, Nichiren.”
What Buddhist principle does
this indicate (include the com-
ponent parts of that principle)?
(p. 38)

‘Happiness in 
This World’

from Living Buddhism, pp.
7–13

Q45: 
How can we elevate our inner
life-condition? 
(Living Buddhism, p. 7)

Q46: 
Why is it important to elevate
our inner life-condition? 
(Living Buddhism, pp. 7–8)

Q47: 
Why does Nichiren Daishonin
state that “There is no greater
happiness for human beings
than chanting Nam-myoho-
renge-kyo”? 
(Living Buddhism, pp. 7–8)

Q48: 
What enables us to experience
the “joy derived from the Law”?
(Living Buddhism, pp. 8–9)

Q49: 
How is “joy derived from the
Law” different from the “joy
derived from desires”? 
(Living Buddhism, pp. 8–9)

Q50: 
Why is attributing the cause of
our happiness or unhappiness
to someone else contradictory
to the teaching of the Lotus
Sutra? 
(Living Buddhism, p. 9)

Q51: 
Practicing with what determi-
nation in our Buddhist practice
contributes to the development
of our state of life? 
(Living Buddhism, pp. 8–9)

Q52: 
How does the phrase “Happy
and at ease” relate to our lives? 
(Living Buddhism, p. 9)

Q53: 
What does it mean to be a Bud-

dha of absolute freedom? 
(Living Buddhism, p. 10)

Q54: 
What does achieving “peace
and security” mean? 
(Living Buddhism, p. 11)

Q55: 
What is the Buddhist under-
standing of “life’s hardships”? 
(Living Buddhism, pp. 12–13)

Q56: 
Why does Nichiren Daishonin
tell Shijo Kingo to “strengthen
your faith more than ever”? 
(Living Buddhism, p. 13)

Q57: 
What is the meaning of
Nichiren Daishonin’s advice to
Shijo Kingo to “just chant
Nam-myoho-renge-kyo, and
when you drink sake, stay at
home with your wife”? (Living
Buddhism, p. 12)

Q58: 
What is the purpose of our
practice of faith? (Living Bud-
dhism, p. 7)

‘Questions and
Answers on the
Temple Issue’

Questions 59–63 are
based on the

“Introduction”:

from Living Buddhism, pp.
36–41

Q59: 
What is it about the nature of
Buddhism that challenges
those interested in passivity
and unquestioning obedience
from believers? 

(Living Buddhism, p. 36)

Q60: 
What passage from the Lotus
Sutra regarding persecutions
applies directly to the SGI? 
(Living Buddhism, p. 36)

Q61: 
How does Buddhism charac-
terize opposition by authority? 
(Living Buddhism, p. 37)

Q62: 
What is the meaning of obsta-
cles to our Buddhist movement? 
(Living Buddhism, pp. 36–37)

Q63: 
What does opposition from the
priesthood mean to the SGI? 
(Living Buddhism, pp. 37–38)

Questions 64–66 are
based on question 2:

“Why is it important to know
about the temple issue?”

Q64: 
How can we benefit by under-
standing the temple issue? 
(Living Buddhism, p. 38)

Q65: 
What is meant by “correct
faith”? 
(Living Buddhism, p. 38)

Q66: 
In terms of the future, why is it
important to understand the
temple issue? 
(Living Buddhism, p. 38)

Questions 67–70 are
based on question 4:

“What is the real difference be-
tween the temple and the SGI?” 

Q67: 
What is Nichiren Shoshu’s po-
sition on the equality between
lay members and priests? (Liv-
ing Buddhism, p. 39)

Q68: 
How does Nichiren Shoshu’s
view of the Gohonzon contra-
dict Nichiren Daishonin’s
view? (Living Buddhism, p. 40)

Q69: 
Nichiren Daishonin clearly
states what it means to receive
the heritage orlifeblood of
faith. How is Nichiren
Shoshu’s view different from
the view of the Daishonin? 
(Living Buddhism, pp. 40–41)

Q70: 
How does Nichiren Shoshu
and the SGI differ in action
and commitment to kosen-
rufu? 
(Living Buddhism, p. 41) WT

QUESTIONS, FROM PAGE 4
Photo by MICHAEL ANTON

Members in New York take the Elementary Exam in October 1998.
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BY DAISAKU IKEDA
SGI PRESIDENT

April 1, 1937. I clearly
remember the date
because it was also
the day I started

fourth grade. That day, a Japan-
ese newspaper held a grand cer-
emony to name and launch an
aircraft it was sponsoring in an
attempt to set a long-distance
speed record for air travel be-
tween Tokyo and London.

The flight was also to be part
of the celebrations for the coro-
nation of George VI of England.
I went with the rest of my class
to Tokyo’s Haneda Airport, lo-
cated nearby, to watch the event.
A large crowd had gathered.

At the ceremony, the plane
was named Kamikaze or Divine
Wind. I will never forget how
loudly and excitedly I cheered
when the Kamikaze rose into the
clear skies after festive balloons
and doves had been released in
celebration.

The Japanese-designed-and-
built aircraft set a world record
by covering the distance be-
tween Tokyo and London, in-
cluding stops in between for re-
fueling, in 94 hours, 17 minutes
and 56 seconds (51 hours, 19
minutes and 23 seconds of ac-
tual flying time). During a
monthlong tour of Europe, the
Kamikaze also made goodwill
visits to Brussels, Berlin, Paris
and Rome, where it was wel-
comed by huge crowds.

In August two years after the
Kamikaze’s record-setting
flight, two other Japanese news-
papers jointly sponsored an
around-the-world flight by an
airplane dubbed Nippon. It had
goodwill visits scheduled in
cities in North America, South
America, Africa, Europe, the
Middle East and Southeast Asia.

Once again, a large crowd of
well-wishers gathered at
Haneda to see the plane off. I re-
member going to the airport
with my schoolmates for this
event, too, and that we carried
little Japanese flags.

The Nippon crossed the Pa-
cific and Atlantic Oceans and
traversed five continents, setting
an around-the-world record by
covering a distance of more than
31,000 miles in 56 days.

The Kamikaze and the Nip-
pon were engraved in my young
mind as wings of peace; they flew
through the skies to build bridges
of goodwill and friendly relations
with other nations of the world.

But a little more than two
years after the flight of the Nip-
pon, on Dec. 8, 1941 (Japan
time), the Japanese military
launched an air attack on Pearl
Harbor and initiated the Pa-
cific War.

That morning, my family and
I heard a voice on the radio say:
“This is a special news bulletin.
The Army and Navy Depart-
ment of Imperial Headquarters
announced at 6:00 a.m. today
that the Japanese Imperial Army
and Navy....” Our faces dark-
ened with anxiety as we listened
to the announcement of Japan’s
initiation of hostilities against
the United States.

When the broadcast was over,
my father said with a sigh, “So
now we’re at war with America
as well.” He looked at my oldest
brother, who had just been dis-
charged from active duty and re-
turned home from China. He
must have worried that my
brother would be shipped off to
war again.

That day, the whole school

was buzzing with news of the
Japanese victory at Pearl Har-
bor. But in fact, that day was the
start of an oppressive, gray time
in our lives. Blackouts were later
put into effect, and towns grew
dark. Even lights at home had to
be covered with a dark cloth.

A year after the war with the
United States began, my brother
was called back to active duty by
the Army and sent to serve over-
seas again. I will never forget the
words he said to me, “Daisaku,
there is no glory in war.”

My three other brothers, all
older, were also drafted in quick
succession. The early victories
of Japan’s forces proved to be
fleeting, and the war began to
turn harshly against us.

But the reports from the bat-
tlefield were filled with flowery
rhetoric of heroic feats — so that
the Japanese people never knew
the real situation. “Retreat” be-
came “repositioning of forces,”

and cruel deaths in battle were
“glorious sacrifices,” using a
term that in Japanese invokes
images of jewels being smashed
and their fragments scattering
with exquisite beauty.

Eventually, the Air Force of
the Imperial Navy formed a spe-
cial attack force called the
Shimpu (or, as it is more popu-
larly known, Kamikaze) Tokko-
tai. These were the young men
who flew suicide missions, the
Kamikaze pilots. Their planes
carried only enough fuel to
reach their target — enemy
ships — and when they did,
they were expected to crash into
it, to destroy or disable it and its
personnel as their plane ex-
ploded and they sacrificed their
precious lives. How ironic that
the same name of the plane that
had made that historic goodwill
flight years earlier should be
used to such an utterly different
end.

From around November
1944, the U.S. Air Force began
regular bombing raids on Tokyo.
During a huge air attack one
night in April 1945, I left the air-
raid shelter where I’d taken
refuge and began running to-
ward Tokyo Bay. When the sun
came up the next morning, I
found that I was the only one in
my family to have returned
home. It occurred to me then that
my mother and father and the
rest of my family might all have
died, and I was filled with re-
morse and self-recrimination for
not having found a way to stay
at their side.

Then, around noon, my
mother appeared, and eventu-
ally my father returned, too.
Everyone in my family was safe,
and we all grasped each other’s
hands in joy and relief.

Our home in Kojiya had been
destroyed as part of the forced
evacuation policy, and the small
dwelling we hastily built in
Magome was burned down dur-
ing the air raids. Each time I fled
among the burning ruins, I re-
membered my brother’s words:
“Daisaku, there is no glory in
war.” He never returned to us
alive.

I hated war. And I hated the
leaders who incited people to
war. I asked myself what I could
do to make sure that such a
tragedy never happened again.

Then one day, my life’s
course was set. I met Mr. Toda,
who upon his release from
prison stood up to bring happi-
ness and peace to the people.

Thirty-four years ago today,
on Dec. 2, 1964, I began to write
my novel The Human Revolu-
tion in Okinawa, which had suf-
fered more in the war than any
other place in Japan. I began the
novel with the words “Nothing
is more barbarous than war.
Nothing is more cruel.”

“A world without war” has
been the constant cry of my
heart. I continue to write to drive
that message home and to build
bridges of friendship. I am de-
termined to fly on wings of
peace around the globe, as long
as I have strength, as long as I
have life.

SGI PRESIDENT IKEDA’S ESSAY

I WILL FLY ON WINGS
OF PEACE

President Ikeda grew up during World War II, and here he shares some of his
worst wartime memories. These experiences led him to a life dedicated to

peace. ‘I am determined to fly on wings of peace around the globe, as long as
I have strength, as long as I have life,’ he writes in this essay.

This series is published
as “Thoughts on The
New Human Revolution”
in the Seikyo Shimbun.

The same name of the plane — ‘Kamikaze’ — that had made a historic goodwill flight in 1937 was used for a special
attack force that flew suicide missions in war.
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kosen-rufu movement.
Rather, it’s vital that we thor-

oughly expose their actions and
see that they are brought to jus-
tice. If we leave things vague
and ambiguous, our foundation
will begin to crumble.

A bright future awaits us only
if we keep fighting against — only
if we completely defeat — those
who would destroy Buddhism.

The world is
our stage,
Buddhism teaches.

Incidentally, I recently re-
ceived a message from Cuban
President Fidel Castro, saying that
he was very happy and honored
by the good wishes I had earlier
conveyed for his good health con-
sidering his busy schedule. In his
message, he declared that, since
he is a “revolutionary,” he will
keep fighting until his final breath
for the dignity of the Cuban peo-
ple and the sovereignty of the Re-
public of Cuba.

He called me a revolutionary,
as well, one who fights each day
for the dignity of ordinary peo-
ple, regardless of the conse-
quences. And acknowledging
the long hours I work, seven
days a week, for the accom-
plishment of world peace, the
Cuban leader wished me good
health in my endeavors. He also
voiced his hope that on my next
visit to the Americas, I will visit
Cuba again.

When I visited Cuba about
three years ago, I received a very
warm welcome.

During his stay, in June 1996,
he met with President Castro
in the Palacio de la Revolución
in Havana.

The world is our stage.
Nichiren Daishonin serenely
dismissed the ruling authorities
of Japan of his day, calling
them “the rulers of this little is-
land country” (The Major Writ-
ings of Nichiren Daishonin,
vol. 1, p. 176).

The Daishonin’s Buddhism
derives from an infinitely vast
state of life — one that encom-
passes the entire world and uni-
verse. So let us of the SGI, its
practitioners, turn our hearts to
the world and the universe
while taking action in our local
communities.

To form spiritual
ties with India has
been the SGI’s
long-held dream.

It is an unsurpassed honor
today to welcome such distin-
guished philosopher-scholars
from India, the land of a great
spiritual heritage that is the trea-
sure of all humankind.

Most esteemed Vice-Chan-
cellor Mehta, Madame Mehta,
Pro-Vice-Chancellor Ahmad,
distinguished professors of
Delhi University, ladies and
gentlemen: I wish to express my
deepest appreciation for the de-
gree of doctor of letters, honoris
causa, which has been con-
ferred upon me by your venera-
ble institution.

I regard this event as one of
profound significance. For to

form spiritual ties with India,
the birthplace of Buddhism to
which we owe such an immense
debt, has been the cherished
dream of followers of the Dai-
shonin for 700 years.

The Soka Gakkai’s first and
second presidents, Tsunesaburo
Makiguchi and Josei Toda,
strove valiantly to make that
dream a reality. I therefore ded-
icate the honor that has been
conferred on me by your illus-
trious institution to my two
noble predecessors. It is also my
firm belief that people 50 or 100
years hence will look back on
today’s historic ceremony with
great pride.

Gandhi was deter-
mined to win — to
even turn his ene-
mies into allies.

Allow me to share an inci-
dent that took place when Ma-
hatma Gandhi was fighting for
human rights in South Africa
(from Gandhi the Man: The
Story of His Transformation, p.
47). Gandhi sought the repeal of
a notorious law requiring the
registration of all Asians.

Passed in 1907, the law
mandated the registration of all
Indians over the age of 8 resi-
dent in South Africa. Their fin-
gerprints were taken and kept
on record, and carrying the
Asian resident registration card
was made compulsory. Non-
compliance meant stiff fines,
imprisonment, the loss of the
right to residence and, ulti-
mately, deportation.

Gandhi went straight to the
general who was the head of
the government and told him,
“I’ve come to tell you that I am
going to fight against your
government.”

Gandhi was a person of true
courage. This is the only way
one can fight injustice.

The general laughed scorn-
fully and queried: “You mean
you have come here to tell me
that? Is there anything more you
want to say?”

“Yes,” Gandhi said distinctly,
“I am going to win.”

What a wonderful assertion!
He’d already decided on the out-
come. In terms of his powerful
resolve, he had already won.

Astonished, the general
asked, “Well, and how are you
going to do that?”

Gandhi smiled and replied,
“With your help.”

True to his declaration,
Gandhi in the end managed to
turn the general into an ally for
his cause. He did this by win-
ning the general’s respect
through his personal integrity
and courage. And finally, he suc-
ceeded in having the law re-
pealed. This is a true story.

As a result of Gandhi’s long,
nonviolent struggle, during
which he courted imprisonment,
the law was repealed and basic
civil rights for Indians were in
1914 brought into legislation.

What boldness, what spirit,
what optimism Gandhi dis-
played! How inspiring were his
actions! These are the qualities
and characteristics of a true rev-
olutionary. I want all of you, the
revolutionaries of Soka, the rev-
olutionaries of the new century,
to emulate his spirit.

A revolutionary must have
iron strength and fortitude.
Someone commented on what
they saw as a growing number
of Soka Gakkai leaders who
lack courage and backbone
compared to the early days of
the organization. They noted
that there were even some who
had risen to high positions
thanks to the sincere support
of fellow members but had be-
come ungrateful and arrogant.
Such people, this person said,
were truly foolish and not to
be trusted.

I call on the youth division to
stand up once again and build a
new Soka Gakkai!

Even if no one else does, I
will stand. Even if I am the only
one, I will fight on! I am a suc-

cessor to Mr. Makiguchi’s
legacy. I am a direct disciple of
Mr. Toda. I will strive once
more, onward into the 21st cen-
tury. Please join me!

In Japan and around the
world, New Year’s saw the SGI
make a magnificent departure
— with an alliance of hope un-
precedented in size and number
— for the 21st century. There is
no other organization in the
world like the SGI, whose
members are practicing in exact
accord with the Buddha’s will
and decree. It is an organization
directly connected to the Dai-
shonin.

Let’s advance joyfully with
the resolve that if the Soka
Gakkai is rock-solid, then Japan
and rest of the world will be
rock-solid, too. We are working
for no one and no cause other
than kosen-rufu, the happiness
of the people, and our own ful-
fillment. And if we’re going to
strive in that endeavor, then let’s
achieve a really stunning vic-
tory!

New beginnings can
always be traced
back to just a few
people,
Gandhi taught.

Twenty years ago, on Feb. 6,
1979, I arrived at New Delhi
airport just after midnight. It
was my first visit to India in 15
years.

As dawn broke, the streets of
Delhi were enveloped in a mag-
ical morning mist. It was a
solemn, breathtaking picture.

The very first thing I did was
pay a courtesy call on your
splendid Delhi University. As
Soka University founder, I also
presented some books to your
library, an expression of good-
will, in a ceremony in the uni-
versity’s Tagore Hall. That
visit remains a golden page in
my life.

Delhi University is a renowned
center of learning that is creating
new directions for human history.
Many decades ago, it was the cra-
dle of India’s struggle for inde-
pendence. Mahatma Gandhi
visited the university many
times, engaging in dialogue
with students as he led the
movement for India’s self-rule.
Gandhi saw a great ray of hope
in the beautiful unity of the uni-
versity’s youth, who were striv-
ing to learn together, rising

SPEECH, FROM PAGE 1
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‘It is crucial that we foster a new generation of leaders. This is the only way. This is the formula for victory.’
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above differences of birth, so-
cial standing, and religion.

As a young university in those
days, Delhi University faced
many challenges, such as finding
adequate funding and facilities.
Its student body was still small.

Gandhi, with his penetrating
insight into history, watched
warmly over the university’s de-
velopment. Said Gandhi: “A be-
ginning is always made by a few,
even one,” and “Strength of
numbers is the delight of the
timid. The valiant in spirit glory
in fighting alone.”

Living up to Gandhi’s pre-
diction, Delhi University went
on to achieve spectacular
growth and development.

We need new talent,
new ways of think-
ing — there’s no
other way to
win now.

Vice-Chancellor Mehta is
one of India’s leading political
scientists. In his capacity as vice
president of the International
Association of University Pres-
idents, he has also exercised vi-
brant leadership in the sphere of
global education.

In his highly acclaimed book
Beyond Marxism: Towards an
Alternative Perspective, Prof.
Mehta stressed that “a new in-
tegral man must accompany the
new social revolution” (p. 38).
I am in complete agreement
with this.

In order to emerge victorious
from a period of profound his-
torical transition, we need the
contributions of new talent. We
need expanding ranks of capa-
ble people with fresh ideas and
new ways of thinking.

It is crucial, therefore, that
we foster a new generation of
youth and raise a new genera-
tion of leaders. This is the only
way. This is the formula for
victory.

That is why I want the
youth division members to ad-
vance freely and without re-
straint. There’s no need to be
shy or hesitant. Just follow
your heart, and do what you
feel needs to be done. I want
you to open a vast path of
kosen-rufu double that of the
present — and even double
that again! I entrust everything
to the youth division mem-
bers, successors in whom I
place the utmost faith. That
time is already here.

The women and
youth of Gandhi’s
movement had no
thought of reward or
personal gain.

Many women came together
to courageously take part in
Gandhi’s nonviolent movement.
Some had young children who
accompanied them and died
along the way. Still these brave
mothers forged on, enduring all.
Said one stalwart mother: “We
must not pine for the dead who
will not come back to us for all
our pining. It is the living for
whom we must work.”

Women and youth joined in
the struggle for independence
with no thought of reward or per-
sonal gain. They did not let grief
or sorrow defeat them. They did
not succumb to self-pity.

Their selfless dedication was
a source of immense courage
and inspiration for Gandhi him-
self. He declared that the high-
est respect and honors belonged
not to him but to these ordinary
people.

One scholar said that it is an
obscene affront to civilization that
politicians and the like — those
who use the people to get ahead
— are lavishly honored, while or-
dinary people working valiantly
to improve society at the grass
roots are never recognized.

Today is also a women’s di-
vision leader’s meeting. With the
same spirit of veneration and af-
fection Gandhi had for women,
let us convey our greatest respect
and appreciation to the women’s
division members, the noble
mothers of kosen-rufu!

The members of the women’s
and young women’s divisions
are the treasures of our organi-
zation. The members of the
men’s and young men’s divi-
sions are not to behave arro-
gantly toward them or scold
them. Arrogant, high-handed
behavior is inexcusable in any
leader.

Madame Mehta has likewise
made enormous contributions to
social welfare and education
while wholeheartedly support-
ing the extremely busy vice-
chancellor. Let’s applaud her for
her wonderful efforts.

Mr. Makiguchi said
that if you’re dead-
locked, go back to
your starting point.

Mr. Makiguchi, the origina-
tor of value-creating education,

often said, “When you come to
a deadlock, go back to the be-
ginning, to your starting point.”
This is a well-known principle.

Humanity is now in a serious
deadlock. It is vital, therefore,
that we listen again, with intent
humility, to the profound spiri-
tual message that continues to
arise, calmly and quietly, from
the eternal land of India.

The starting point of a stead-
fast humanism is the concept of
human victory based on the
Dharma — meaning the Law,
justice, or truth — as was
demonstrated by India’s King
Ashoka. I spoke about this in
my lecture at the Rajiv Gandhi
Foundation (see January 1998
Living Buddhism).

Prof. Rana of Delhi Univer-
sity, one of our distinguished
guests today, is a renowned au-
thority on King Ashoka.

During World War II, when
Mr. Makiguchi was interrogated
in prison by the Japanese mili-
tary authorities, he asserted with
great dignity his commitment to
the Buddhist principle of relying
on the Law, not on people. The
Law is what matters. People are
fickle, but the Law is constant,
unchanging. We should there-
fore base ourselves on the Law.

Mr. Makiguchi based his ac-
tions on the fundamental princi-
ple of the universe, the eternal,
unchanging Law. From this
noble perspective, he looked
down upon the power of military
authorities.

This is the great Soka Gakkai
spirit. There is no stronger, hap-
pier way of life than one lived

in harmony with the ultimate
Law.

There is no strategy more
powerful than the strategy of
the Lotus Sutra. There is no joy
greater than chanting Nam-
myoho-renge-kyo. Let’s ad-
vance with that unshakable
conviction.

The deepest strug-
gle is against the
negativity
and destructiveness
within the
human heart.

We find these words in one of
King Ashoka’s rock edicts: “All
people are my children. What I
desire for my own children —
and I desire their welfare and
happiness both in this world and
the next — that I desire for all
people” (The Edicts of King
Ashoka, p. 18).

I have always believed that
the essence of humanistic edu-
cation, as well, lies in teachers’
determination to love their stu-
dents as if they were their own
children.

Another of King Ashoka’s
rock edicts states that ruling a
country means working for the
happiness of the people. Still an-
other describes the task of gov-
erning as repaying the debt
owed to the people [for their sus-
tenance and support].

Government or political
leaders who exploit the people
for all they’re worth, who gain
power and position as a result,
and who then strut around,

puffed up with self-importance,
don’t know the first thing about
the true meaning of governing.
Even more deplorable are those
who have no sense of gratitude
toward the people, who betray
the people and their trust. They
are the lowest of the low.

Gandhi, who revived King
Ashoka’s spirit in the modern
age, listed politics without prin-
ciples as first among his list of
seven sins (see Jan. 15 World
Tribune, p. 11). He repeatedly
taught that without a firm spiri-
tual base, without the support of
a religious outlook, politics will
become debased and corrupt.

In light of the Mahatma’s be-
liefs, the assertions and actions
of the SGI are valid and correct.

Prof. Mehta also said with
great eloquence and insight:
“Whatever we may think, evil will
always keep its place in the human
heart, especially in places of
power. We all combine within
ourselves, though in different pro-
portions, good and evil, brute and
human. But our task as civilised
beings is not to unleash evil upon
the world, but to fight it and evolve
towards better ideals...” (Beyond
Marxism, p. 131).

I completely agree with his
words. The deepest struggle is
the struggle against the negativ-
ity and destructiveness — the
devilish nature — within the
human heart. Therefore, we
must fight against the devilish
nature of power, against wanton
abuses of authority. Leaders, es-
pecially, must stand in the van-
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‘Live eternally / Like a phoenix / Soaring through the sky.’
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guard of the struggle against evil
and injustice.

The key to contribut-
ing to the community
is coming in contact
with each and every
community member.

My mentor, Josei Toda,
once presented me with a
poem filled with his boundless
expectations:

Live eternally
Like a phoenix
Soaring through the sky

With these lines, I believe he
was urging: “Just as a phoenix
serenely wings its way through
the heavens, make your way
throughout the world your
whole life long, into eternity.
Live a long, long life and work
intrepidly toward the goal of
peace.”

Deeply cherishing my men-
tor’s warm expectations, I have
lived all these years and striven
earnestly for the happiness of
humanity and world peace. I
hope all of you will follow in my
path.

It is a big, wide world. How
foolish it is to be preoccupied
solely with one small society or
minor, insignificant things.

January is the month of
Gandhi’s martyrdom. [He died
on Jan. 30, 1948.] What was his
most pressing concern in the
final period of his life, just prior
to his assassination? India had
finally achieved political inde-
pendence the previous year.
Thus, in order to reach the goal

of social, moral and economic
independence, Gandhi now felt
the need to create an organiza-
tion rooted in the community,
serving the needs of citizens.

He insisted that leaders come
in personal contact with every
villager within their jurisdic-
tion. Gandhi himself took the
lead in contributing to the local
community. This undertaking
was one of his final wishes.

Contributing to the commu-
nity — the SGI has been doing
just that for many, many years.
The key in this endeavor is com-
ing in personal contact with
everyone in the community.

Vice-Chancellor Mehta has
also written on this point: “We
need to realise that, for most of
us, spiritual life is to be found not
in seclusion from society or res-
idence in the Himalayan caves,
but in participating sincerely in
the social process. It is only
through commitment to others
that we can become ourselves”
(Beyond Marxism, p. 37).

Only by working for the hap-
piness of others can we realize
our potential. In that sense, the
daily activities of SGI members
on behalf of their friends and
neighbors can be thought of as
one of the most appropriate, cut-
ting-edge people’s movements
in the world today.

The Daishonin, the founder
of the school of Buddhism we
follow, left us these words:
“Wherever we dwell and prac-
tice the single vehicle [the Mys-
tic Law], that place will be the
capital of Eternally Tranquil
Light. And, without having to
advance a step, those who are
our disciples and lay supporters
can view Eagle Peak in India
and day and night will go to and

from the Land of Eternally Tran-
quil Light that has existed for all
time. How inexpressibly joyful
to think of it!” (MW-7, 27).

He expounded a great life
philosophy.

Let’s advance once again this
year, holding high the banner of
humanism of the SGI — in the
communities in which we re-
side, in which we live joyfully,
in the very place where we find
ourselves now.

Gandhi wrote: “I believe in
the truth implicitly that a man
can serve his neighbours and hu-
manity at the same time, the
condition being that the service
of the neighbours is in no way
selfish or exclusive.... The
neighbours will then understand
the spirit in which such service
is given. They will also know
that they will be expected to give
their services to their neighbors.
Thus considered, it [service to
neighbours] would spread like
the proverbial snow-ball, gath-
ering strength in geometrical
progression encircling the
whole earth.”

Fearing nothing,
fearing no one, is the
way to true freedom.

Looking toward the future,
Vice-Chancellor Mehta stated
yesterday in a speech at Soka
University, “The 19th century
was the century of freedom; the
20th, of equality; and the 21st
will be the century of justice....”
I fully support this statement.

Justice — true justice is the
happiness and welfare of hu-
manity. The foundation for this
is justice based on the Dharma
or Law.

Toward the construction of a
21st-century civilization that
will ensure the clear victory of
justice, we are committed to cre-
ating firm bonds of friendship
and solidarity with the esteemed
scholars of Delhi University and
the university’s student body of
250,000, which is one of the
largest in the world.

Unless justice triumphs,
darkness will prevail. We cannot
afford to lose in this struggle.

Defeat spells misery and un-
happiness — be it for an indi-
vidual or an organization. And,
in order to win, it is important to
fear nothing.

The great poet-sage Ra-
bindranath Tagore is also the re-
cipient of an honorary degree
from Delhi University. Before a
large assembly of students at the
convocation ceremony at which
this honor was bestowed, he re-
cited his famous poem “Free-
dom from Fear.”

Fear nothing! Fight proudly,

with your head held high! This
is the key to true freedom, to
victory. Never be afraid. Noth-
ing can match the strength of
those who stand on the side of
justice, those who uphold the
Dharma, the Law.

Finally, I want to share a few
lines of verse from Tagore’s
“The Full Vision,” which I loved
to recite in my youth:

The glory of the sun
Shines in the valour of man;
His rays dispel all darkness 

on this earth.

Thank you very much.WT

SGI President Ikeda’s speech at
the 30th Soka Gakkai Head-
quarters Leaders Meeting, held
in conjunction with the confer-
ral of an honorary doctorate
upon President Ikeda from the
University of Delhi, at the Tokyo
Makiguchi Memorial Hall in
Hachioji, Jan. 7.

SPEECH, FROM PAGE 7
LEADERS CONFERENCE

Everything Depends on
the Central Figure

SGI President Ikeda attended a conference with repre-
sentative Soka Gakkai leaders from throughout Japan the
evening of Jan. 20 in Shinjuku, Tokyo. He praised the ef-
forts of SGI members in their various locales and spoke on
the art of leadership: “Our movement to spread Nichiren
Daishonin’s Buddhism has developed through bold yet
well-thought out action, through unceasing determination
and perseverance. Being halfhearted, careless and unfo-
cused only brings defeat. In short, everything hinges on the
spirit of the central figure.” WT

On Nov. 25, 1998, SGI President Ikeda
was inaugurated an honorary professor by
China’s Nankai University and an hon-
orary director of the university’s Center for
Zhou Enlai Studies. The ceremony took
place at the Fifth Soka Gakkai Student Di-
vision Leaders Meeting, which was held
in Tokyo. In his acceptance speech, Pres-
ident Ikeda discussed the Japanese bomb-
ing of Nankai University in 1937 and the
ensuing eight-year occupation of the cam-
pus by the Japanese army. Although the

staff of the university were forced to move
their operations from one place to the next,
President Ikeda explained, their spirit to
educate and foster youth never wavered.
As a result, many students raised during
these eight years courageously stood up in
opposition to their Japanese oppressors.
The Nankai spirit is consonant with the
Soka spirit, the SGI president said — the
spirit with which the successive presidents
of the Soka Gakkai have fought against the
evils of nationalism. WT

SGI President Honored by
China’s Nankai University

Courtesy of SEIKYO PRESS

President Ikeda and guests from Nankai University, Nov. 25, 1998.
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In this perspective, Lisa
Jones explores the
difference between one’s
job and one’s mission.
‘An important aspect of
my mission, I feel,’ she
writes, ‘is to help people
live the lives they dream
of living. How can I spur
others to turn their
dreams into reality, if I’m
not doing it myself?’

BY LISA JONES
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

When I showed up for work
that day, I didn’t expect

to leave my full-time position at
the World Tribune. So what
happened?

In one moment, less than a
snap of the fingers, I saw that my
job was not necessarily my mis-

sion. Then, call
it faith or fool-
hardiness, I
simply let go.

When mon-
keys move
through the
jungle, swing-

ing from vine to vine, they do it
in one of two ways, I’m told:
They either hold on to a vine until
they have the next one firmly in
hand, or they completely let go
and let momentum carry them to
the next vine.

I swing through the jungle of
my life in the latter fashion, re-
leasing my grip, becoming air-
borne between two things, be-
tween this job and the next,
flinging myself forward.

And I’m fine — until fear oc-
curs to me.

“That was a wonderful vine

you just let go of,” fear says.
“Don’t you miss it already?”
This is the fear of irretrievable
loss. Or “What makes you so
sure there’s going to be a ‘next’
vine to grab?” This is the fear of
falling. (Someone once said that
all fears are ultimately a fear of
death. And so it is with me.)

In the past, fear has sapped
my momentum. Fearful, I would
hesitate, contemplate the likeli-
hood of blunt impact with the
ground and, naturally, become
distressed. At such times, the
voice of so-called practicality
would say: “See!? It’s better to
hold on until you have your next
job (or lover or whatever) in
hand. Better to be safe, to hedge
your bets.” As if security can be
ensured in this way.

Buddhist practice, of course, is
what enables us to attain a secure
state of life, no matter what our
circumstances. In one sense it’s a
safety net. To me it’s a pair of
wings. And my mission, I feel, is
to stretch those wings and fly.

For a couple weeks before I
took the leap, I was in a state of
generalized discontent. I had
nothing specific to complain
about. Even so, that old Peggy
Lee song “Is That All There Is?”
followed me around like the
soundtrack to my personal life.

I wanted to open myself up to
a new world of possibility, so I
told one of my co-workers, “I’m
going to change all my karma by
Monday.”

“Why do you always want to
change yourself?” he asked.
“Why don’t you want to under-
stand yourself instead? When
you come to understand yourself
as you are, transformation occurs
naturally. Don’t say, ‘I’m this
way, and that’s good,’or ‘This is
a bad thing about me.’Don’t pass
judgment. Just see things for
what they are.”

This reminded me of a line
from Nichiren Daishonin: “Kan-

jin means to observe one’s own
mind and to find the Ten Worlds
within it” (The Major Writings
of Nichiren Daishonin, vol. 1, p.
49). By chanting Nam-myoho-
renge-kyo to the Gohonzon, we
can observe our minds and come
to find Buddhahood within our
lives. To truly perceive our own
Buddhahood is indeed to trans-
form our state of life.

I wondered as I chanted:
What is the nature of my life?
What do I really want? I had no
specific prayer other than “Go-
honzon, use my life.” Whatever
that meant.

Incidentally, the Japanese
word for mission, shimei, liter-
ally means to use one’s life.

I had assumed that my mis-
sion was to be staff writer. But
that’s a title, a function, a job. If
there’s a distinction to be made
between job and mission,
maybe it’s this: You can quit a
job, but your mission is in-
escapable. A job has parameters
and consciously defined objec-
tives; mission is free-flowing
and, in my opinion, directed by
love rather than ambition.

I’m not saying that job and
mission are mutually exclusive
or even that they’re essentially
separate. Gandhi once said, “My
life is my message.” And, to
paraphrase him, I would venture
that one’s mission is one’s life,
and one’s life is one’s mission.

A job brings a paycheck
(which supports one’s life) and
provides opportunities to create
value. So a job is an undeniably
important aspect of one’s life and,
therefore, one’s mission. Yet just
because one is jobless doesn’t
mean that one lacks a mission....

Ultimately, our mission as
Bodhisattvas of the Earth is to
lead all living beings to enlight-
enment. An important aspect of
my mission, I feel, is to help
people live the lives they dream
of living. How can I spur others

to turn their dreams into reality,
if I’m not doing it myself? My
dream is to make a good living
as a freelance writer. The only
person who can make this hap-
pen is ME. So I’m going for it.

My co-worker once said that
our lives are like flowing water,
like a stream. In the course of our
lives, we construct walls to con-
trol the flow or to steer the water
in the way we want it to go.

In other words, we set a lot of
rules and limitations for our-
selves and others.

While these barriers may
serve a valuable purpose for a
time, they can end up creating
stagnant pools or silt deposits —
things that become more of a
problem than the problem that we
wanted to solve in the first place.
So it’s important to see where and
why we’ve built walls and to re-
move them if we can.

In a way, I feel that leaving
this job was like blowing up a
dam. The roaring, raw power of
an avalanche of water was won-
drous yet terrifying and not en-
tirely pleasant for my family
and friends over the holidays, I
must admit.

Of course, I’ll still be writ-
ing for the World Tribune as a
freelancer. And I feel as if I can
accomplish anything.

Now that I consider it, I think
I would like to be a river — that
is my new career track.

I can see myself being a
trickle (working in the mail-
room of riverhood, as it were),
then becoming a stream, then a
full-fledged river — nimble
enough to shoot around any-
thing in my path, yet tenacious
enough to carve canyons in solid
rock — growing ever broader,
ever deeper, more complex,
until at last I merge with the
wide blue ocean.

Then I’ll start all over again,
as I feel I am right now, as one
tiny drop. WT
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Share Your  Experience with the ‘World Tribune’
Experiences in faith are among the most popular articles in the World Tribune.
Whether told in the first or third person or in dialogue format, the story of how
you became a better person through practicing Nichiren Daishonin’s Buddhism
can deeply influence the lives of others. If you’d like your experience to be con-
sidered for publication in the World Tribune, please send it to: World Tribune, Attn:
Experiences Editor, 606 Wilshire Blvd., P.O. Box 1427, Santa Monica, CA
90406–1427; or e-mail wt@sgi-usa.org. Please include your name, address and
telephone number! Your story should be no longer than five typed pages, double-
spaced (approximately 1,200 words).

Mailbox
The ‘Mailbox’ will be
back next week. Please
keep sending us your let-
ters about the World Tri-
bune. Our new address is
606 Wilshire Blvd. P.O.
Box 1427 Santa Monica,
CA  90406–1427; or e-
mail wt@sgi-usa.org.
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When I first stepped
onto the campus
of Soka Univer-
sity of America,

located in Calabasas, Calif., little
did I know of the impact this ex-
perience would have on my vision
of the world. In September 1994,
SUA had just embarked on its
own journey, making history by
opening the first Soka graduate
school in the United States. The
graduate school was offering
(and still is) a Master of Arts in
Second and Foreign Language
Education with a concentration
in Teaching English to Speakers
of Other Languages.

I, too, had started on a new
path, uncertain of where it would
lead me. After completing my
undergraduate studies at the Uni-
versity of California, Berkeley, I
hadn’t decided what I wanted to
do next. I found myself interested
in the field of education, more-

over, seeking the passion of
Tsunesaburo Makiguchi’s phi-
losophy of humanistic education.
In addition, I was interested in
going to Japan to study its lan-
guage and culture. My mother,
who is a native of Japan, always
wanted the best education for
her children and for us to real-
ize the power of our Buddhist
practice. I believe that it was her
sincere determination and
prayer that led me to U.C.
Berkeley and then to SUA. My
mother also led me to seek SGI
President Ikeda’s spirit. There-
fore, I am eternally grateful to
my mother for showing me the
best path for my life.

After being accepted to the
graduate school, I felt so fortu-
nate to become a part of the Soka
school system that President
Ikeda founded in honor of his
mentors Mr. Makiguchi and Mr.
Josei Toda — a system with

founding ideals
that are based
on developing
capable global
citizens for the
sake of human-
ity’s happiness
and peace.

President
Ikeda, citing
Mr. Makiguchi, said, “The vision
he cherished of the kind of teach-
ers who would carry out that sa-
cred task is not of someone who
sits ensconced on the throne of
learning as an object of venera-
tion but rather as a public servant
who guides those aspiring to as-
cend that throne themselves.”

Being a part of the first class
with nine others coming from
different parts of the world was
an extremely enriching experi-
ence. Such a diverse make-up al-
lowed us to explore each other’s
cultures and experiences. 

Academically, the courses
are challenging and engaging.
Our teachers of SUA gave us
their passion, their support and
friendship. Due to their sincere
efforts, I was able to awaken
my desire to be part of Mr.
Makiguchi’s, Mr. Toda’s and
Mr. Ikeda’s dreams. In other
words, I could realize my mis-
sion in life: serving others and
contributing to the blossoming
of each individual through ed-
ucation. The connection I made
with my teachers is something
I still cherish and appreciate to
this day.

I am currently in my third
year teaching at Soka Univer-
sity in Japan. With the sole wish
of applying humanistic educa-
tion in my classes, I am deter-

mined to help students reveal
their full potential as leaders of
the 21st century.

In conclusion, the education
I received at SUA was both aca-
demically and spiritually invig-
orating. Being an educator al-
lows me to learn from my
mentor President Ikeda, who
dedicates his life to a very clear
purpose: the happiness of all.
President Ikeda helped me find
my dream, and SUA helped me
realize it. I also cherish those at
SUA who work so hard behind
the scenes: dean, faculty and
staff members who participate
in this endeavor. I will apply
what I have learned at SUA and
continue to learn from my ex-
periences in the future as a stu-
dent of life. WT

AUDREY HEINESEN, TOKYO, JAPAN

When Audrey Heinesen entered SUA’s
graduate program in Calabasas, Calif., she
didn’t know it would change how she viewed
the world. Four years later, she works at
Soka University in Japan and sees her mis-
sion as being a humanistic educator.
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SUA  Announcement
Now in its fifth year, Soka University of America’s gradu-
ate school is accepting applications for its master’s degree
program in second and foreign language education.

Individuals seeking admission to the M.A. program must hold
a baccalaureate or bachelor’s degree with a minimum grade-
point average of 2.7 or B- on a four-point scale.  Applicants
whose native language is not English are required to submit a
Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) with a mini-
mum score of 600. Applications for the 1999–2000 academic
year are due by March 31.  For more information, contact the
Graduate Admissions Office at 26800 West Mulholland Hwy.,
Calabasas, CA 91302. Telephone (818) 878-3717, e-mail:
grad_admissions@soka.edu.

Audrey performs for her fellow graduate students at SUA.

Audrey on her graduation day, Dec. 20, 1995.

How Soka University
Opened My Life
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