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READ SGI PRESIDENT IKEDA’S GUIDANCE
EVERY WEEK IN THE WORLD TRIBUNE

These excerpts are from a new book of daily encouragement, For Today & Tomorrow,
compiled from SGI President lkeda’s guidance from the World Tribune. Available soon at
SGI-USA bookstores or from the SGI-USA Mail Order Center. By phone at (800) 626-
1313. By e-mail at sgiusamoc@aol.com

Prayer is the foundation. But at the same time if we fail to make concrete efforts, no
matter how much daimoku we chant, our prayers will not be answered. Buddhism is rea-
son. If we just chant without doing any work we cannot succeed in our jobs.

&

The real benefit of the Mystic Law is inconspicuous. Just as trees grow taller and
stronger year after year, adding growth rings that are imperceptible to the human eye, we
too will grow toward a victorious existence. For this reason it is important that we lead
tenacious and balanced lives based on faith.

I hope that you will always speak the truth boldly, saying what needs to be said no mat-
ter whom you’re addressing. When it comes to championing a just cause, you must never
be cowardly, never fawn, never try to curry favor.

&

Eiji Yoshikawa, the renowned Japanese author of many epic historic novels, asserted,
“Great character is forged through hardships.” Surviving a life of hardships and difficul-
ties, of stormy ups and downs, is what produces a person of great depth and character.
True happiness is also found in such an unshakable state of life.

&

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., who was a tireless crusader for human rights, said: “Life’s
most persistent and urgent question is, What are you doing for others?”” Do not say you
will do it “someday”; now is the time. Do not say “someone” will do it; you are the one.
Now is the time for youth to take full responsibility and courageously pave the way for the
people’s triumph.

&

Suffering and undergoing hardships for the sake of friends and for spreading the Law
show the sense of responsibility of a genuine leader and are the behaviors of a bodhisattva.
There is no suffering or hardship that a Bodhisattva of the Earth cannot surmount. So no
matter what happens, I would like you to steadily advance one step at a time, always
chanting Nam-myoho-renge-kyo with a vibrant voice.

&

Please never turn your back on your faith. Courage is crucial. There is no room for faint-
heartedness in faith. The timid doom themselves to ridicule—from their partners, from
their children, from their friends, from the world at large. The Daishonin declares that
there is no place for cowards among his disciples. President Toda said the same.

&

Life is full of unexpected suffering. Even so, as Eleanor Roosevelt said: “If you can live
through that [a difficult situation] you can live through anything. You gain strength,
courage and confidence by every experience in which you really stop to look fear in the
face. You are able to say to yourself, ‘I lived through this horror. I can take the next thing
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that comes along.”” That’s exactly right. Struggling against great difficulty enables us to
develop ourselves tremendously. We can call forth and manifest those abilities lying dor-
mant within us. Difficulty can be a source of dynamic growth and positive progress.

&

Religious strife must be avoided at all cost; under no circumstance should it be allowed.
People may hold different religious beliefs, but the bottom line is that we are all human
beings. We all seek happiness and desire peace. Religion should bring people together. It
should unite the potential for good in people’s hearts toward benefiting society and
humanity and creating a better future.

&

This lifetime will never come again; it is precious and irreplaceable. To live without
regret, it is crucial for us to have a concrete purpose and continually set goals and chal-
lenges for ourselves. It is equally important that we keep moving toward specific targets
steadily and tenaciously, one step at a time.

WT

Read SGI President Ikeda’s guidance every week in the World Tribune

World Tribune 06/11/99 n.3246 p.1l WT990611pll

Daisaku Ikeda

Daisaku Encouragement every guidance Guidance Ikeda President Read Tribune week World



