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Saplings Into
Mighty Trees
Saplings Into
Mighty Trees

Hidenobu Kimura: One mem-
ber writes wondering whether
skipping a day of gongyo and
daimoku will invalidate all his
practice up to that time.

SGI President Ikeda: Skip-
ping gongyo occasionally is
certainly not going to erase all
your previous efforts. There’s
no need to worry about that. If
you’re running late for school
and don’t have time, there’s no

need to be anxious about miss-
ing gongyo.

For example, if your moth-
ers are practicing and are
chanting for you, their prayers

will protect you. More impor-
tant, as long as you have sin-
cere faith in the Gohonzon, the
fortune you have accumulated
will stay with you.

You need not feel guilty
when you miss gongyo. Of
course, I’m not saying that it’s
all right to neglect gongyo. If
you fall into the mind set that

you don’t have to do it, your
heart will gradually grow es-
tranged from prayer.

Nevertheless, because faith
exists in daily life, there’s no
need to take things to the ex-
treme of making yourself late
for school because of gongyo.

Yoshiko Ueda:Our attitude to-
ward faith and the Gohonzon is
most important, isn’t it?

SGI President Ikeda discusses the various factors that go into making a
prayer come true and says that those who keep praying ‘day after day, year
after year, will without fail develop — just like saplings into mighty trees —
becoming people of outstanding strength and character.’

This ‘Discussions on Youth’ article continues on page 8This ‘Discussions on Youth’ article continues on page 8



BY LISA JONES
STAFF WRITER

I n Buddhism, The First Millennium, SGI
President Ikeda tells the story of when

Shariputra and several other disciples of
Shakyamuni Buddha went to visit a lay be-
liever named Vimalakirti, who had been ill.

Toward the end of their visit, a god-
dess suddenly appears and scatters flow-
ers on everyone. Shariputra, known as
“foremost in wisdom,” is alarmed to see
that the flowers are sticking to him. He
tries to pull them off.

The goddess laughs, “Why do you try
to pull the flowers off?”

“Because such flowers are not appro-
priate on the person of a monk!” he says.

The goddess points out that the flow-
ers have no preconceived ideas about
what is appropriate or not. The flowers,
she says, are sticking to him because he
still has preconceptions and remnants of
discriminatory thinking, which are based
on delusion. Further, she implies that
Shariputra still fears the eternal cycle of
death and re-birth. And because of this
fear, his senses of sight, smell, hearing,
taste and touch are sources of delusion.

She’s right, of course, which irritates
Shariputra. So he taunts her, “Goddess,

why don’t you change out of your female
form?” (You have to remember — his
was a society in which women were con-
sidered impure. In his mind, no one
would ever chooseto be a woman.)

Without skipping a beat, the goddess
takes Shariputra’s form and turns him
into a woman.

Shariputra is horrified.
The goddess then quotes Shakya-

muni: “In the equality of all beings, there
is neither man nor woman.”

In relation to the Mystic Law, every-
one is equal. Buddhism teaches that we
can free ourselves from the type of think-
ing that puts people into hard and fast cat-
egories such as male/female, black/white
or gay/straight. These categories are fluid
and transient — they may last for a life-
time but are not eternal. In the Buddhist
view, one form or category is neither bet-
ter nor worse than any other.

Four in a series
— Illustration by Ed Lee

BY CRAIG GREEN
SGI-USA YOUTH DIVISION STUDY COMMITTEE

Acouple of weeks ago, I
found a 10-year sched-
ule in which I had
mapped out several

goals I wanted to accomplish from
1993 to 2002. 

I also discovered that, out of the
28 items I am supposed to have ac-
complished up to now, I’ve accom-
plished only four so far.

According to this schedule, by
the end of 1998, I am married, out
of debt, making over $100,000 a
year, an established playwright liv-
ing in a three-bedroom brownstone
in Manhattan, awaiting the birth of
my family’s first child. It is now

five years into
this schedule:
None of this has
come to pass.

When I read
this, I was disap-
pointed. It was
another golden
opportunity to
beat myself up
about not achiev-
ing everything
overnight. There
were things that I
had planned to

do, and I simply didn’t get them
done. Things did not go according to
plan.

The above passage comes from
a letter written to Toki Jonin in
1272. Nichiren Daishonin had
been exiled to Sado Island. He
comments on how his current exile
was a result of previous slanders
from his current lifetime and life-
times before. But he also makes it
clear that the power to change
one’s karma, one’s destiny, is com-
pletely within one’s control. And
that control comes from faith in
the Lotus Sutra (the Gohonzon),
and our willingness to teach others
the same.

What we want to accomplish in
our lives, and the way things are
laid out in front of us, are usually
very different. But regardless of
what we have done in the past, or
what we see in the present, we have
the ability to create the lives we
want. 

Though it is impossible to
fathom one’s karma, it is not im-
possible to envision our future. Nor
is it impossible to help others do the
same. WT

It is impossible to fathom one’s
karma. (“Letter from Sado,”
The Major Writings of Nichiren
Daishonin, vol. 1, p. 37)

According
to Plan

NICHIREN
DAISHONIN’S
WRITINGS IN

ACTION

In My Life
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BY ULISSE GALLO
SGI-USA YOUTH DIVISION STUDY COMMITTEE

On Dec. 27, 1990, Nikken Abe,
the high priest of Nichiren
Shoshu, convened a meeting
of the Nichiren Shoshu coun-

cil at Taiseki-Ji temple in Japan to change
the by-laws of the organization. The ac-
tion resulted in the immediate dismissal
of SGI President Ikeda and other Soka
Gakkai leaders as Nichiren Shoshu lay
representatives. It also added the provi-
sion that “disciplinary measures may be
taken against lay believers who criticize,
defame or slander the chief administra-
tor [the high priest] through speech, in
writing, or by other means.” 

The events leading up to this decision
were part of a larger scheme. On  Dec. 13,
the Nichiren Shoshu General Adminis-
trator, the Rev. Nichijun  Fujimoto, after
a regular communication conference be-
tween Nichiren Shoshu and the Soka
Gakkai, presented a tape of President
Ikeda’s speech at the 35th Headquarters
Leaders Meeting (Nov. 16, 1990). The
Rev. Fujimoto requested that the Soka
Gakkai respond in writing to questions
prepared by the Nichiren Shoshu Ad-
ministrative Office regarding statements
by President Ikeda on that tape. It was
later proven that this tape was an inaccu-
rate, and in fact doctored recording.

Nevertheless, the Soka Gakkai leaders
requested a dialogue to discuss the priest-

hood’s concerns and they agreed to talk.
Four days later, however, the Soka
Gakkai received the questions via certi-
fied mail with  instructions to respond
within the week. Yet when the Soka
Gakkai then  sent nine questions to the
priesthood regarding issues of concern,
the Rev. Fujimoto responded that it was
shameful to “interrogate” the head tem-
ple. Specifically, the Soka Gakkai wanted
to examine statements made by individ-
ual priests accusing the Soka Gakkai of
delaying the construction of 200 tem-
ples. 

The dismissal of President Ikeda, as
well as the temple’s refusal to hold dia-
logue on the issues, led to confusion
within the SGI-USA (then NSA) espe-
cially since  Nikken had praised President
Ikeda in the January 1991 issue of
Daibyakurengeand in SGI publications
worldwide for his contributions to kosen-
rufu: “The many offerings to the head
temple and the donation of local temples
begun by the Soka  Gakkai around the
time of President Toda, have been greatly
built on by  President Ikeda, whose con-
tributions have earned numerous words
of praise from my predecessor, Nittatsu
Shonin, the 66th high priest.”

Nikken mistakenly believed that prac-
titioners would defer to him as high
priest in any conflict with the SGI. When
that didn’t happen, he began to “recon-
struct” the teachings of the Daishonin by
claiming: the infallibility of the high

priest; how the Nichikan Gohonzon is-
sued by the SGI were false because  they
had not been sanctioned by the high
priest, and; how members had to go on
pilgrimage to the head temple in order to
strengthen their faith. 

When that didn’t work, he began tear-
ing down buildings — first the Grand
Reception Hall and now the Grand Main
Temple. These actions of destruction do
NOT reveal the heart of someone whose
mentor is Nichiren Daishonin. It is also
in stark contrast to the efforts of the SGI
to build bridges of friendship within
local communities and to build places to
hold discussions, whether community
centers like the Los Angeles Friendship
Center or research centers like the
Boston Research Center for the 21st
Century. 

Whatever Nikken’s motives were, we
should appreciate that in excommunicat-
ing the SGI on Nov. 28, 1991, he liber-
ated us from the growing authoritarian-
ism of the priesthood and provided the
first step in the globalization of the Dai-
shonin’s Buddhism. 

The Main Temple’s design was of a
crane preparing for flight. With the Main
Temple destroyed, the Buddhism of the
sun, practiced as the Daishonin intended
by the SGI, can now spread its wings and
take flight. We can look back on Nov. 28,
1991, the moment that the  Daishonin’s
Buddhism became a truly universal re-
ligion. WT

EIGHT YEARS OF THE TEMPLE ISSUE

A Universal Religion

BUDDHIST BASICS

The Equality of All Beings
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arm! Energetic!
Jamming! This
aptly describes Air-
port District’s year-
end general meet-

ing, held Nov. 20. More than 70
attendees, including 19 guests,
echoed the above sentiments.
Faith, food and friendship were
generously shared in an evening
that began with gongyo led by
SGI-USA Vice General Director
Greg Martin (also the vice district
leader) Certificates were pre-
sented to those who passed the re-
cent Elementary Exam, and spe-
cial recognition was given to
those who have offered their
homes for district discussion
meetings over the past year.
Throughout the planning stages
of the meeting, 74 members con-
tributed their energy, ideas and
daimoku. The selected theme,
“Creating Value in Society,” was
clearly reflected in strengthened
ties among district members and
their guests, who included
coworkers, fiancés and family
members.

— JACKIE OVERTON

SGI President Ikeda at-
tended the Soka Schools
Alumni Gathering, Nov.
3, at Soka University in
Tokyo. The SGI president
reminded the Soka gradu-
ates that Tsunesaburo
Makiguchi, the first Soka
Gakkai president and ar-
chitect of Soka education,
was incarcerated for de-
nouncing Japanese mili-
tarism. Makiguchi died in
prison on Nov. 18, 1944.
The second Soka Gakkai
president, Josei Toda, also
imprisoned, was enraged
when he learned that only
a handful of Mr. Maki-
guchi’s disciples had the
courage to attend their
mentor’s funeral. Toda
condemned them as coun-
terfeit disciples, President
Ikeda said, and resolved to
dedicate his life to justice.
Also at the alumni meeting,
President Choue Chungwon
of South Korea’s Kyung Hee
University was bestowed an
honorary doctorate. Dr.
Choue’s father, Dr. Choue
Young Seek, Kyung Hee’s
founder, received in Octo-
ber the Global Citizen
Award from the Boston Re-
search Center for the 21st
Century. WT
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BY DAISAKU IKEDA
SGI PRESIDENT

A paean to the human spirit,
sung by the people, echoed high
into the clear blue sky.

We have triumphed! We have
achieved a firm and lasting vic-
tory!

As in a gripping drama, we
have fought and striven with a
passionate fighting spirit, for
the sake of the great principles
of truth and justice, for the
smiles of our noble fellow
members and comrades. We
have weathered churning seas
and raging storms. And we have
defied and exposed each and
every nefarious plot against us,
one after another, so that we
could see this brilliant day, this
glorious dawn of the sixty-
eighth anniversary of the Soka
Gakkai’s founding.

Congratulations! Thank you!
Our resolute efforts to spread

the Mystic Law across the
globe, to 128 nations and re-
gions, will go down in history
for all time. The benefit that ac-
crues to this achievement is
boundless and immeasurable.
And how unstintingly the Dai-
shonin would surely praise us!

We can touch an-
other person’s life —

and save that life.

The great Mahatma Gandhi
once told his young grandson
the following story: One day on
a beach before dawn, a man was
picking up starfish that had been
washed ashore and tossing them
back into the sea. He knew that
when the sun rose it would dry
the starfish out and kill them.

A youth walked up to the man
and asked, “What are you
doing?”

“I’m trying to save these
starfish,” the man replied.

The beach was covered with
starfish too many to count. The
youth said in an exasperated
tone, “There is no way you can
save all of these starfish. It’s
hopeless. Surely you must know
that.”

But the man, picking up an-
other starfish and tossing it back
into the sea, replied in a quiet
voice, “That may be true, but
still, to this starfish it makes a
great difference.”

BY DAISAKU IKEDA
SGI PRESIDENT

Meeting people broadens
our minds. It’s almost
50 years since I worked
as an editor at Mr.

Toda’s publishing company. That
job gave me the opportunity to
become acquainted with many
writers and illustrators.

I entered Mr. Toda’s company
at the age of 21 in January 1949
and was given responsibility for
the children’s magazine Boy’s
Adventure. In May the same
year, I became editor-in-chief.

I was determined to make Mr.
Toda’s company and this maga-
zine the best in all Japan. I often
spoke with writers and illustra-
tors about it being a magazine
that would give hope and inspi-
ration to children.

One time I heard that the artist
Shokichiro Yamaguchi, known
for his elegant, refined depiction
of Japanese warriors, had burned
himself severely in a household
accident. I went to visit him, and
he was overjoyed that a young
editor had come to see him.

He talked freely about his art.
“At first,” he said, “I didn’t even
know if a samurai wore his
swords on the right or the left,
and my editor scolded me. I
wanted my paintings to be alive,
to make my figures seem as if
they were really in motion — to
capture that moment when one
sword strikes another with a

sharp clang. And I studied night
and day to achieve that.”

I sensed in his words a fierce,
challenging spirit.

Later, Mr. Yamaguchi con-
tributed the illustrations to the
novel Nichiren Daishoninby
Kunizo Minato, which was seri-
alized in Daibyakurenge, the
Soka Gakkai study journal.

By the time I was made edi-
tor-in-chief, Mr. Toda’s publish-
ing company was already facing
hard times, but I was determined
to surmount those difficulties by
coming up with new ideas for
the best children’s magazine
possible, a magazine both enter-
taining and educational. From
the October 1949 issue, I re-
named the magazine Boy’s
Japanand completely revamped
the contents.

I made a strong effort to pub-
lish good fiction. At that time,
Sohachi Yamaoka was a popular

children’s writer. Although I re-
alized what a busy man he was,
I eagerly entreated him to write
a novel for our magazine.

“Children are the messengers
of the future,” I said. “We want
to give them courage and nur-
ture their sense of justice, their
sense of right and wrong.”

The bearded Mr. Yamaoka
smiled and nodded in agree-
ment. “I’ll do it,” he said.
“You’ve won me over with your
enthusiasm.”

He added: “A novel has to be
entertaining, first of all. I’ll do
everything in my power to write
just the kind of novel you want
— a novel that will have readers
wringing their hands in anxiety,
sobbing when the hero is in trou-
ble, and laughing out loud at the
funny parts, all the while being
inspired and ennobled.”

And with these words, he
began to write Three Young
Swordsmen. In later years, Mr.
Yamaoka also wrote Takasugi

Shinsaku, about one of the cen-
tral figures in the movement to
overthrow the Tokugawa shogu-
nate; it was serialized in the
Seikyo Shimbun, the Soka
Gakkai’s daily newspaper, for
28 months.

Back in those days, another
writer said to me, “You really are
sincere” and wrote out an an-
cient Chinese saying for me:
“Sincerity is the key to great
achievements.”

Boy’s Japanwas well re-
ceived, and sales increased, but
by this time Mr. Toda’s business
was in desperate straits. 

Although it broke his heart,
he closed his publishing com-
pany at the end of October 1949.
The December issue was the
last.

The children’s writer Yoi-
chiro Minami contributed to the
final issue an installment of a
novel as well as a poem entitled

“To the Young, Who Carry the
Future.” The poem went:

Whatever happens, let’s
never lose heart

If we lose heart, we’re
double losers

Everyone experiences
setbacks or defeats
sometime

It can’t be helped
But we mustn’t lose heart

when that happens
We mustn’t be fainthearted

and become double
losers

After that, I worked along-
side Mr. Toda to lay the
groundwork for a new victory.

I had been an editor for only
a year, when my career was
suddenly ended. But my earnest
encounters with so many fine
writers and artists remain
golden memories that I will
cherish forever. 

I wonder what my young
readers of those days are doing
today, the young children who
read with me the words “What-
ever happens, let’s never lose
heart.”

SGI PRESIDENT IKEDA’S ESSAYS

NEVER LOSE HEART
SGI President Ikeda spent a year as an editor of a children’s magazine, 

when he was 21. Golden memories of the writers and illustrators 
he worked with then — and their determination to encourage children 

to never lose heart — have stayed with him all his life.

This series is published
as “Thoughts on The
New Human Revolution”
in the Seikyo Shimbun.

Courtesy of GREGORY NAKASUJI

STARTING AN AGE OF
HUMAN TRIUMPH

SGI President Ikeda commemorates Nov. 18, the day the Soka Gakkai was founded.

Arun Gandhi, Mahatma Gandhi’s grandson, travels widely, spreading his grandfather’s message of nonviolence. PLEASE SEE TRIUMPH, 9
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Yuji Nakahara had at-
tended a meeting with
Shin’ichi Yamamoto
about six months be-

fore Shin’ichi became Soka
Gakkai president. After that
meeting, Shin’ichi had a dia-
logue with a number of youth,
who told him their worries and
sought guidance.

He responded earnestly to
each questioner,
putting all his en-
ergy into encour-
aging them. Then
he said: “Let’s do

gongyo together and
chant for your hopes

and dreams to come
true. I’m going to pray

earnestly for your success.”
At the time, Nakahara very

much wished to go to the
United States and study at
UCLA. But there were many
obstacles preventing him
from doing so. He was not
optimistic about the
chances for realizing his
ambition.

As they chanted
daimoku, Nakahara gazed

at Shin’ichi, who was seated in
front of him praying for the
members. The sight deeply
moved him. To him, it was
apparent that Shin’ichi was
praying for the happiness of
his fellow members with the
intensity and earnestness
that their troubles and hopes
were his own.

“How fortunate we are to
have such a leader,” he
thought. “I have to try
harder.”

Curiously, all the ob-
stacles to his plans were
resolved in rapid suc-
cession and about four
months after meeting
Shin’ichi, he got the
go-ahead to study

abroad. Shin’ichi heartily
rejoiced with Nakahara when the
young man came to visit him

and tell him the good news.
“That’s wonderful!” Shin’ichi
exclaimed. “I’ll be visiting the
United States eventually, too. So
I’ll see you over there. Be sure
to come meet me at the airport,
all right?”

Shin’ichi knew well how dif-
ficult it was for members in other
countries to maintain their faith
practicing in virtual solitude.
Therefore, he wanted to give
Nakahara a concrete goal to set
his sights on.

Shortly thereafter, Shin’ichi
was inaugurated as third Soka
Gakkai president. And Naka-
hara set out from Japan in late
July 1960. Prior to his departure,
he again paid a visit to President
Yamamoto at the Soka Gakkai
Headquarters. As a going-away
present, Shin’ichi gave him a
book in which he had written in
calligraphy the words “Strict
Protection.”

He encouraged Nakahara to
try hard to get along well with
people in the United States and
to keep working on his own
growth without losing his
bearings because of his new
environment.

Shin’ichi was tremendously
gratified to see that Nakahara
had not only kept his promise in
coming to meet him at the airport
again but was developing as a
central figure in the U.S. youth
division.

After arriving at his hotel,
Shin’ichi lost no time in starting
discussions on the reorganiza-
tion of Los Angeles Chapter. To
keep pace with the increasing
membership, some organiza-
tional adjustments would have
to be made and quite a few new
districts formed.

Shin’ichi and his colleagues
worked late into the night, care-
fully and seriously discussing
the new leadership structure,
aware that their personnel deci-
sions would determine the fu-
ture development of the Soka

Gakkai’s movement in the
United States. They discussed
the suitability of each potential
candidate from every angle,
considering not only individu-
als’ faith and personality but
their situations at work and
home.

The next day, Jan. 11,
Shin’ichi was sched-
uled to interview the
leadership candidates at

the home of Kiyoko Kuwano, the
Los Angeles Chapter women’s
division leader. On the way there,
he stopped to inspect a building
that had been proposed as the site
for a Los Angeles community
center. Located in East Los An-
geles, it was a one-story structure
of about 5,900 square feet that
had formerly been a post office.
After inspecting the rooms and
considering the building’s loca-
tion and surroundings, it was de-
cided to rent the facility and use
it as a Soka Gakkai community
center.

Shin’ichi said to Nagayasu
Masaki, who was accompany-
ing them: “This building should
be adequate for the time being.
As for a name, let’s call it the
Los Angeles Community Cen-
ter. Eventually we may use the
facility for visiting priests to
conduct Gohonzon-conferrla
ceremonies. I think I want to
set up a Seikyo Shimbunbranch
here, too.”

He then turned to Nakahara:
“If we have a community cen-
ter, we’ll need someone to look
after the facility. Yuji, how
would you feel about living
here? I think that we could pro-
vide some kind of stipend to
you as the caretaker.”

Shin’ichi was concerned
about how Nakahara was getting
by, aware that as a foreign stu-
dent his means were limited. Liv-
ing at the center would help him
conserve the scant resources that
were available to him.

“I would very much welcome
the opportunity,” Nakahara
replied in a spirited voice.

When Shin’ichi arrived at the
Kuwano home a short time later,
there were already about 30 peo-
ple gathered. He was struck that
more than half of the prospective
district leaders to be interviewed
were men. Some two years ear-
lier when the Los Angeles Chap-
ter was formed and six districts
established, every one of the new
districts had been headed by a
Japanese woman.

Almost none of the men had
been practicing at that time. On
the contrary, they had by and
large looked negatively upon the
Soka Gakkai.

Tetsuya Haga, who was pro-
posed to become the leader of
Saint Louis District, was a case
in point. After the inaugural
meeting of Los Angeles Chap-
ter, Shin’ichi had been com-
posing some words of encour-
agement responding to a
request from Haga’s wife,
Sayuri — then someone had
shouted impatiently from the
meeting place entrance:
“What’s taking so long? Let’s
go already!”

Shin’ichi looked in the di-
rection of the voice, and there
stood Tetsuya Haga. Sayuri
Haga looked apologetically at
Shin’ichi. He wrote in calligra-
phy, “I pray that you will con-
struct a home of true happiness
and peace” and addressed it to
Sayuri and her husband.

To be continued

‘FRESH GROWTH’
VOLUME 7, CHAPTER 2, PARTS 15-16

In Los Angeles, President Shin’ichi Yamamoto visits a proposed site for the first com-

munity center in the United States and interviews leadership candidates. He’s surprised

by how many men are candidates — many of whom had been very opposed to their

wives’ Buddhist practice just two years earlier, on Shin’ichi’s first visit there.

HUMANHUMANREVOLUTIONREVOLUTION
the new

a novelized history of the soka gakkai

Daisaku Ikeda appears

in the novel as

Shin’ichi Yamamoto.

The events take place

in 1963. Illustration by

Ken’ichiro Uchida.



Ikeda: Even if you are busy and don’t
always have time for gongyo, it’s im-
portant that you don’t give up the prac-
tice of gongyo altogether. If you do, the
flame of your faith will go out. Please
don’t cast aside your gongyo.

Prayer fulfills us spiritually and
heightens our spiritual conviction, so it
is a definite plus for all of us.

Kimura: When we are pressed for time,
which should we give priority to, gongyo
or daimoku?

Ikeda: Those who don’t have time for
gongyo or find it difficult to do gongyo
should chant daimoku. To use the alle-
gory of a meal, daimoku can be likened
to the main course and gongyo to the
side dishes.

Of course, having both is best. But
daimoku comes first. Please chant —
even it’s just one daimoku. Nichiren
Daishonin states that even a single
daimoku contains infinite benefit.

And if you can do at least a short
gongyo [A and C gongyo] along with
some daimoku, then you will feel even
greater satisfaction.

Of course, it goes without saying that
doing a full morning and evening
gongyo is ideal.

Chanting helps you to give
your 100 percent.

Ueda: Some members wonder if they
shouldn’t devote any extra time they might
have to studying instead of chanting.

Ikeda: Those who are busy studying
and feel that they don’t have time to do
gongyo should give priority to their
studies and then chant daimoku when
they have some spare time.

You’re in charge of your daimoku.
So you’re free to make your own deci-
sions about how and when you make
time to chant.

Studying is one of the duties of a
high school student. A student who
studies hard and is active in extracur-
ricular school activities may not have
much spare time. That’s why making
time to chant despite a busy schedule is
a mark of real dedication.

When you chant, you create the
cause for your success. Daimoku is
for your benefit. It strengthens your
life force and sharpens your mind. It
enables you to tap the vital inner
strength to give full play to your tal-
ents and abilities.

If you have the ability to score 100
percent on an exam, chanting will
give you the life force to actually put
100 percent into it, rather than the 70
or 80 percent that might usually be
your best effort.

Ueda: I guess it’s hoping too much to
get 100 percent on an exam if you only
put 50 percent into taking it!

Ikeda: Yes, it’s misguided to think that
simply chanting without making any
serious attempt to study will improve
your grades. The realization of your
prayers begins with making concrete
efforts toward their fulfillment.

If you really believe that things will
turn out the way that you have prayed
— as long as you just continue all your
efforts — then your mind is filled with
the hope, optimism and confidence that
all prayers will definitely be answered.
At the same time, by chanting daimoku,
you will see, as clearly as the morning
sun illuminates the earth, what you must
do to succeed in your studies and your
life. Your daimoku will give you the en-
ergy to keep trying to achieve your goals.

Faith and prayer are the engines that
fuel our efforts — we have to make our
own efforts. Please never forget that.

Kimura: That’s clear. Just chanting
with an unopened encyclopedia at our
side isn’t going to make us any smarter,
no matter how earnest our prayers!

With appreciation, our
prayers are answered quicker.

Ikeda: You can’t expect to get paid a
salary unless you work. Similarly, our
prayers are answered only to the ex-
tent that we exert ourselves to realize
the Buddha’s wish for the happiness of
all humanity. The Gohonzon has no
obligation to answer our prayers. It
hasn’t asked us to chant to it.

We request the privilege of praying
to the Gohonzon. If we have such a
sense of gratitude and appreciation, our
prayers will be answered more quickly.

Ueda: A member asks a related ques-
tion: “Why are some prayers unful-
filled? Do those unrealized prayers also
contribute to our personal growth?”

Ikeda: There are times when our
prayers seem to take ages to be ful-
filled, or when they remained unreal-
ized despite our most impassioned
daimoku. But the important thing to
remember is to keep chanting until
they are answered.

Our continued chanting gives us the
chance to take a good hard look at our-
selves, leading to positive changes in
our daily lives. It’s like work — you
get a job and go to work, but you don’t
get paid the first day. Or it’s like gar-
dening — you plant a sapling, and
water it every day, but it still takes a
long time for it to grow into a tall tree.

Kimura: There’s an old Japanese say-
ing about time and patience: “Peaches
and chestnuts take three years to bear
fruit, and persimmons take eight.”

Inconspicuous benefits
matter most.

Ikeda: The benefit that we receive as
a result of chanting to the Gohonzon

is comprised of both conspicuous and
inconspicuous benefit. Conspicuous
benefit refers to such instances where
we are clearly protected in times of
trouble and find a speedy solution to
a problem we’re facing. Inconspicu-
ous benefits, meanwhile, are like the
sapling growing into the mighty tree.
We accumulate good fortune little by
little and this manifests itself gradu-
ally over time.

In life, it is the inconspicuous ben-
efits that matter most. Conspicuous
benefits may help in a pinch, but what
really counts is coming out on top in
the long run.

Ueda: So it can take ages for incon-
spicuous benefit to manifest in a visi-
ble, concrete form, can’t it?

Ikeda: Yes. But with regular watering
each day, a sapling steadily grows into
a solid, sturdy tree. With diligent ap-
plication every day, you can progress
gradually in your studies. All good
things are the result of continuous, in-
cremental efforts.

Kimura: Buddhism is the law of life,
so all its teachings accord with reason
and universal principles, don’t they?

Ikeda: Yes. Just because we’ve prayed
for something doesn’t mean that we’ll
automatically get it. But even if our
prayers are not immediately answered,
if we keep chanting every day, we are
creating the causes for a momentous
positive future change. Without excep-
tion, you will look back and say to your-
self that things worked out for the best.

Kimura: That’s why it is so important
to keep chanting every day, isn’t it?

Ikeda: Many factors are at work when it
comes to our prayers being realized. But
by chanting sincerely with those prayers
at heart, we can correct our life’s orbit
and move in a more positive direction.

Our prayers have a far-reaching im-
pact on our lives. Though you may
chant to do well in your studies, the
effect of your prayers will extend
much further, rippling across the whole
spectrum of your life.

When all is said and done, to want
to sit in front of the Gohonzon and
chant is very important. It is an ex-
pression of one’s determination to im-
prove oneself. That spirit is important.
That spirit is proof of our humanity, an
expression of our noble spirit to ac-
complish something with our lives.

Gongyo and daimoku should-
n’t be too fast — or too slow.

Kimura: What is the right speed for
gongyo and daimoku?

Ikeda: Our chanting should not be too
fast nor too slow. It should also not be
too loud nor too soft. And it should
have a good, vigorous rhythm.

The speed of gongyo also depends
on such things as a person’s age or
the time and place. Don’t worry too
much about what’s the right speed.
Just do gongyo in the way that seems
most natural and comfortable to you.
One of my seniors once said that we
should do gongyo with the rhythm of
a galloping horse.

Look at the part of the
Gohonzon that you feel most
comfortable looking at.

Ueda: One member says: “When I was
little, I was told that we should look
at the character myo on the Gohonzon
when we chant. Why is that?”

Ikeda: Looking at the Gohonzon is like
looking at the universe — like having a
vast, commanding view of its entirety. The
Gohonzon is a representation of the dri-
ving force and essence of the universe.
Therefore, whatever part we look at, we’re
looking at the entire universe. It doesn’t
really matter where we fix our gaze.

Still, it is easier to chant if we focus on
the center. I have also been told in the past
by my seniors that myorepresents the human
head, and that I should look at it when I chant.

In the “Record of the Orally Transmit-
ted Teachings,” the Daishonin says with
regard to the five characters of Myoho-
renge-kyo, “Our head is myo, our neck is
ho, our chest is ren, our belly is ge, and
our legs arekyo” ( Gosho Zenshu, p. 716).

Just look at the part of the Gohonzon
that you feel most comfortable focusing
on. The Daishonin merely states that we
should sit up straight; he doesn’t tell us
where we should fix our gaze when we
chant. In his great compassion, the Dais-
honin permitted us the freedom to chant
in the way best suited to us.

The Daishonin, with his immense
understanding and insight, took into
account each individual’s autonomy,
personality and circumstances, en-
couraging each to approach faith with
flexibility and freedom. It was the
self-serving priests of later genera-
tions who, intent on shoring up au-
thority, forced rituals and practices
not described in the Daishonin’s writ-
ings or the sutra on believers.

We are not chanting to
a piece of paper.

Kimura: What about people who say
that they don’t want to pray to a piece
of printed paper, arguing that it could-
n’t possibly have the power to solve
their problems?

Ikeda: Our Gohonzon may be printed
on paper, but it retains its inherent
power. A $10 bill is printed, as are grad-
uation certificates and the letters of ap-
pointment for cabinet ministers. All im-
portant documents are printed, and they
all have their respective powers.

The paper is physical matter, but the
words written on it are the Daishonin’s
spirit and essence. The original Bud-
dha of the Latter Day of the Law, the
Daishonin, inscribed his life in ink on
the Gohonzon.

“I, Nichiren, have inscribed my life
in sumi (black Chinese ink), so believe
in the Gohonzon with your whole
heart” (MW-1, 120).

The principle of the oneness of
body and mind teaches that the physi-
cal and spiritual are one. Life is found
in their unity; the Gohonzon embodies
the life of the Buddha. When we chant
to the Gohonzon, we are not chanting
to a piece of paper.

Textbooks are also printed paper,
but by reading the words on that paper
we acquire knowledge, make new dis-
coveries and encounter new ideas.

Or let’s take another example: Sup-
pose that you come across a sign with
the two words Tokyo Station. Those two
words contain all the many different
functions of the station, including that
its the starting point of the bullet train
and the gateway to the city of Tokyo.
Of course, Tokyo Station would exist
without the sign, without the words, and
its many functions would also still exist.
But the sign and the words help people
get to Tokyo Station easily.

Kimura: The characters on the Gohon-
zon are a means by which we can com-
municate with the universe, aren’t they?

Ikeda: Another example: A cellular
phone is of no use without base stations
that transmit the radio waves from one
point to another. In the same way, the
Gohonzon is a base station from which
we can communicate with the universe.

Chant with the resolve
that you will make your
prayer a reality.

Ikeda: As I mentioned earlier, it is im-
portant that our prayers be specific and
concrete. Being vague and unfocused
when you chant is like shooting an
arrow without looking at the target.

When you chant, it should be with
a strong, passionate resolve to make
your prayer a reality. To have the atti-
tude “If I chant, everything will be all
right” is just wishful thinking. Earnest
prayer — prayer infused with one’s
whole heart and being — cannot fail
to be communicated to the Gohonzon.

Another thing to remember is that,
as the focus of your prayers expands
to include not just your wishes but the
happiness of your friends, your fam-
ily, your classmates, your society and
humanity as a whole, you will expand
your horizons and your breadth as a
human being.

When I became Soka Gakkai presi-
dent at 32, my first two prayers were
for Japan to have a good harvest, so
that there would be no hunger, and for
there to be no major earthquakes. On
another occasion, I prayed that I alone
would bear the brunt of any major per-
secution we suffered for kosen-rufu.
My prayers were answered when I was
arrested by the authorities on trumped-
up charges in the 1957 Osaka Incident.

Kimura: Your prayers are of such a
noble dimension!

Your prayers reflect your
state of life.

Ikeda: There’s no need for anyone to
imitate me. Prayer is not such a sim-
ple thing as that.

That said, it’s important to remem-
ber that your prayers always reflect
your state of life. In that respect, prayer
is a solemn means to raise your life-
condition. And to get exactly the results
that you’re praying for, it is crucial to
make determined, single-minded efforts
toward that goal. That is the true path
of manifesting faith in daily life.

Those of you who proceed along this
path day after day, year after year, will
without fail develop — just like saplings
into mighty trees — becoming people of
outstanding strength and character.

The conclusion of a discussion on how
our prayers are answered among SGI
President Ikeda and Soka Gakkai high
school division leaders Hidenobu
Kimura (young men’s leader) and
Yoshiko Ueda (young women’s leader).
Part one appeared in last week’s issue.
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Ikeda: Even if you are busy and don’t
always have time for gongyo, it’s im-
portant that you don’t give up the prac-
tice of gongyo altogether. If you do, the
flame of your faith will go out. Please
don’t cast aside your gongyo.

Prayer fulfills us spiritually and
heightens our spiritual conviction, so it
is a definite plus for all of us.

Kimura: When we are pressed for time,
which should we give priority to, gongyo
or daimoku?

Ikeda: Those who don’t have time for
gongyo or find it difficult to do gongyo
should chant daimoku. To use the alle-
gory of a meal, daimoku can be likened
to the main course and gongyo to the
side dishes.

Of course, having both is best. But
daimoku comes first. Please chant —
even it’s just one daimoku. Nichiren
Daishonin states that even a single
daimoku contains infinite benefit.

And if you can do at least a short
gongyo [A and C gongyo] along with
some daimoku, then you will feel even
greater satisfaction.

Of course, it goes without saying that
doing a full morning and evening
gongyo is ideal.

Chanting helps you to give
your 100 percent.

Ueda: Some members wonder if they
shouldn’t devote any extra time they might
have to studying instead of chanting.

Ikeda: Those who are busy studying
and feel that they don’t have time to do
gongyo should give priority to their
studies and then chant daimoku when
they have some spare time.

You’re in charge of your daimoku.
So you’re free to make your own deci-
sions about how and when you make
time to chant.

Studying is one of the duties of a
high school student. A student who
studies hard and is active in extracur-
ricular school activities may not have
much spare time. That’s why making
time to chant despite a busy schedule is
a mark of real dedication.

When you chant, you create the
cause for your success. Daimoku is
for your benefit. It strengthens your
life force and sharpens your mind. It
enables you to tap the vital inner
strength to give full play to your tal-
ents and abilities.

If you have the ability to score 100
percent on an exam, chanting will
give you the life force to actually put
100 percent into it, rather than the 70
or 80 percent that might usually be
your best effort.

Ueda: I guess it’s hoping too much to
get 100 percent on an exam if you only
put 50 percent into taking it!

Ikeda: Yes, it’s misguided to think that
simply chanting without making any
serious attempt to study will improve
your grades. The realization of your
prayers begins with making concrete
efforts toward their fulfillment.

If you really believe that things will
turn out the way that you have prayed
— as long as you just continue all your
efforts — then your mind is filled with
the hope, optimism and confidence that
all prayers will definitely be answered.
At the same time, by chanting daimoku,
you will see, as clearly as the morning
sun illuminates the earth, what you must
do to succeed in your studies and your
life. Your daimoku will give you the en-
ergy to keep trying to achieve your goals.

Faith and prayer are the engines that
fuel our efforts — we have to make our
own efforts. Please never forget that.

Kimura: That’s clear. Just chanting
with an unopened encyclopedia at our
side isn’t going to make us any smarter,
no matter how earnest our prayers!

With appreciation, our
prayers are answered quicker.

Ikeda: You can’t expect to get paid a
salary unless you work. Similarly, our
prayers are answered only to the ex-
tent that we exert ourselves to realize
the Buddha’s wish for the happiness of
all humanity. The Gohonzon has no
obligation to answer our prayers. It
hasn’t asked us to chant to it.

We request the privilege of praying
to the Gohonzon. If we have such a
sense of gratitude and appreciation, our
prayers will be answered more quickly.

Ueda: A member asks a related ques-
tion: “Why are some prayers unful-
filled? Do those unrealized prayers also
contribute to our personal growth?”

Ikeda: There are times when our
prayers seem to take ages to be ful-
filled, or when they remained unreal-
ized despite our most impassioned
daimoku. But the important thing to
remember is to keep chanting until
they are answered.

Our continued chanting gives us the
chance to take a good hard look at our-
selves, leading to positive changes in
our daily lives. It’s like work — you
get a job and go to work, but you don’t
get paid the first day. Or it’s like gar-
dening — you plant a sapling, and
water it every day, but it still takes a
long time for it to grow into a tall tree.

Kimura: There’s an old Japanese say-
ing about time and patience: “Peaches
and chestnuts take three years to bear
fruit, and persimmons take eight.”

Inconspicuous benefits
matter most.

Ikeda: The benefit that we receive as
a result of chanting to the Gohonzon

is comprised of both conspicuous and
inconspicuous benefit. Conspicuous
benefit refers to such instances where
we are clearly protected in times of
trouble and find a speedy solution to
a problem we’re facing. Inconspicu-
ous benefits, meanwhile, are like the
sapling growing into the mighty tree.
We accumulate good fortune little by
little and this manifests itself gradu-
ally over time.

In life, it is the inconspicuous ben-
efits that matter most. Conspicuous
benefits may help in a pinch, but what
really counts is coming out on top in
the long run.

Ueda: So it can take ages for incon-
spicuous benefit to manifest in a visi-
ble, concrete form, can’t it?

Ikeda: Yes. But with regular watering
each day, a sapling steadily grows into
a solid, sturdy tree. With diligent ap-
plication every day, you can progress
gradually in your studies. All good
things are the result of continuous, in-
cremental efforts.

Kimura: Buddhism is the law of life,
so all its teachings accord with reason
and universal principles, don’t they?

Ikeda: Yes. Just because we’ve prayed
for something doesn’t mean that we’ll
automatically get it. But even if our
prayers are not immediately answered,
if we keep chanting every day, we are
creating the causes for a momentous
positive future change. Without excep-
tion, you will look back and say to your-
self that things worked out for the best.

Kimura: That’s why it is so important
to keep chanting every day, isn’t it?

Ikeda: Many factors are at work when it
comes to our prayers being realized. But
by chanting sincerely with those prayers
at heart, we can correct our life’s orbit
and move in a more positive direction.

Our prayers have a far-reaching im-
pact on our lives. Though you may
chant to do well in your studies, the
effect of your prayers will extend
much further, rippling across the whole
spectrum of your life.

When all is said and done, to want
to sit in front of the Gohonzon and
chant is very important. It is an ex-
pression of one’s determination to im-
prove oneself. That spirit is important.
That spirit is proof of our humanity, an
expression of our noble spirit to ac-
complish something with our lives.

Gongyo and daimoku should-
n’t be too fast — or too slow.

Kimura: What is the right speed for
gongyo and daimoku?

Ikeda: Our chanting should not be too
fast nor too slow. It should also not be
too loud nor too soft. And it should
have a good, vigorous rhythm.

The speed of gongyo also depends
on such things as a person’s age or
the time and place. Don’t worry too
much about what’s the right speed.
Just do gongyo in the way that seems
most natural and comfortable to you.
One of my seniors once said that we
should do gongyo with the rhythm of
a galloping horse.

Look at the part of the
Gohonzon that you feel most
comfortable looking at.

Ueda: One member says: “When I was
little, I was told that we should look
at the character myo on the Gohonzon
when we chant. Why is that?”

Ikeda: Looking at the Gohonzon is like
looking at the universe — like having a
vast, commanding view of its entirety. The
Gohonzon is a representation of the dri-
ving force and essence of the universe.
Therefore, whatever part we look at, we’re
looking at the entire universe. It doesn’t
really matter where we fix our gaze.

Still, it is easier to chant if we focus on
the center. I have also been told in the past
by my seniors that myorepresents the human
head, and that I should look at it when I chant.

In the “Record of the Orally Transmit-
ted Teachings,” the Daishonin says with
regard to the five characters of Myoho-
renge-kyo, “Our head is myo, our neck is
ho, our chest is ren, our belly is ge, and
our legs arekyo” ( Gosho Zenshu, p. 716).

Just look at the part of the Gohonzon
that you feel most comfortable focusing
on. The Daishonin merely states that we
should sit up straight; he doesn’t tell us
where we should fix our gaze when we
chant. In his great compassion, the Dais-
honin permitted us the freedom to chant
in the way best suited to us.

The Daishonin, with his immense
understanding and insight, took into
account each individual’s autonomy,
personality and circumstances, en-
couraging each to approach faith with
flexibility and freedom. It was the
self-serving priests of later genera-
tions who, intent on shoring up au-
thority, forced rituals and practices
not described in the Daishonin’s writ-
ings or the sutra on believers.

We are not chanting to
a piece of paper.

Kimura: What about people who say
that they don’t want to pray to a piece
of printed paper, arguing that it could-
n’t possibly have the power to solve
their problems?

Ikeda: Our Gohonzon may be printed
on paper, but it retains its inherent
power. A $10 bill is printed, as are grad-
uation certificates and the letters of ap-
pointment for cabinet ministers. All im-
portant documents are printed, and they
all have their respective powers.

The paper is physical matter, but the
words written on it are the Daishonin’s
spirit and essence. The original Bud-
dha of the Latter Day of the Law, the
Daishonin, inscribed his life in ink on
the Gohonzon.

“I, Nichiren, have inscribed my life
in sumi (black Chinese ink), so believe
in the Gohonzon with your whole
heart” (MW-1, 120).

The principle of the oneness of
body and mind teaches that the physi-
cal and spiritual are one. Life is found
in their unity; the Gohonzon embodies
the life of the Buddha. When we chant
to the Gohonzon, we are not chanting
to a piece of paper.

Textbooks are also printed paper,
but by reading the words on that paper
we acquire knowledge, make new dis-
coveries and encounter new ideas.

Or let’s take another example: Sup-
pose that you come across a sign with
the two words Tokyo Station. Those two
words contain all the many different
functions of the station, including that
its the starting point of the bullet train
and the gateway to the city of Tokyo.
Of course, Tokyo Station would exist
without the sign, without the words, and
its many functions would also still exist.
But the sign and the words help people
get to Tokyo Station easily.

Kimura: The characters on the Gohon-
zon are a means by which we can com-
municate with the universe, aren’t they?

Ikeda: Another example: A cellular
phone is of no use without base stations
that transmit the radio waves from one
point to another. In the same way, the
Gohonzon is a base station from which
we can communicate with the universe.

Chant with the resolve
that you will make your
prayer a reality.

Ikeda: As I mentioned earlier, it is im-
portant that our prayers be specific and
concrete. Being vague and unfocused
when you chant is like shooting an
arrow without looking at the target.

When you chant, it should be with
a strong, passionate resolve to make
your prayer a reality. To have the atti-
tude “If I chant, everything will be all
right” is just wishful thinking. Earnest
prayer — prayer infused with one’s
whole heart and being — cannot fail
to be communicated to the Gohonzon.

Another thing to remember is that,
as the focus of your prayers expands
to include not just your wishes but the
happiness of your friends, your fam-
ily, your classmates, your society and
humanity as a whole, you will expand
your horizons and your breadth as a
human being.

When I became Soka Gakkai presi-
dent at 32, my first two prayers were
for Japan to have a good harvest, so
that there would be no hunger, and for
there to be no major earthquakes. On
another occasion, I prayed that I alone
would bear the brunt of any major per-
secution we suffered for kosen-rufu.
My prayers were answered when I was
arrested by the authorities on trumped-
up charges in the 1957 Osaka Incident.

Kimura: Your prayers are of such a
noble dimension!

Your prayers reflect your
state of life.

Ikeda: There’s no need for anyone to
imitate me. Prayer is not such a sim-
ple thing as that.

That said, it’s important to remem-
ber that your prayers always reflect
your state of life. In that respect, prayer
is a solemn means to raise your life-
condition. And to get exactly the results
that you’re praying for, it is crucial to
make determined, single-minded efforts
toward that goal. That is the true path
of manifesting faith in daily life.

Those of you who proceed along this
path day after day, year after year, will
without fail develop — just like saplings
into mighty trees — becoming people of
outstanding strength and character.

The conclusion of a discussion on how
our prayers are answered among SGI
President Ikeda and Soka Gakkai high
school division leaders Hidenobu
Kimura (young men’s leader) and
Yoshiko Ueda (young women’s leader).
Part one appeared in last week’s issue.
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BY CHEUK LAU
PHILADELPHIA

When I was 16, I
moved to the United
States from Hong
Kong, where I was

born. As soon as I finished high
school in 1972, I was drafted into
the U.S. Army. Then, in 1973,
while stationed in Korea, I
married. But from the begin-
ning, our marriage was full of
problems.

Oki, my wife, was chroni-
cally ill, suffering from epilepsy
and severe depression. I never
knew from one moment to the
next what would happen with
my wife’s behavior. The only
thing that I could count on was
that there would be a fight. In-
deed, fighting became a daily
routine.

Back in the States, we sought
help from numerous physicians
and faithfully attended church
services, but our problems con-
tinued — and became worse.

In 1979, I was reassigned
once again to Korea. Because
of my duty requirement, I could
not provide my wife with the at-
tention that she needed. On sev-
eral occasions, she attempted
to end her life. One time, she
jumped out of a second-floor
window and fractured her back.

Listening to the advice of a
Korean fortuneteller, we came
to believe that our problems
were caused by evil spirits liv-
ing in our home. So we decided
to move to a new apartment. The
first night in that apartment, I
heard noises coming from next
door that sounded like a group
of people chanting. I told my
wife to quickly close the win-
dows, because it was bad luck to
listen in on a funeral. Asians, I
knew, usually do some kind of
chanting at funerals.

But when my wife met the
neighbor the next day, she
learned that the chanting was
actually a Buddhist meeting.
She was introduced to the prac-
tice.

At the time, I was disap-
pointed about my life and was
not ready to accept any new re-
ligion. I threatened my wife that
I would divorce her if she con-
tinued to practice. Neverthe-
less, my wife continued to
chant secretly  while I was at
work. After several months, I
began to feel a warmth and love
that I had never experienced be-
fore at home. And my wife’s
physical and mental condition
seemed to improve miracu-
lously. Then, I learned from my
wife that she had been practic-
ing all along. At that moment, I
no longer objected to her prac-
tice; I saw it actually working.

After seven years of mar-

riage, my wife became preg-
nant with our first daughter, Lil-
lian. My wife’s condition,
meanwhile, continued to im-
prove. But though I was
touched by the power of the Go-
honzon, I still would not prac-
tice myself.

In 1980, after returning to
Fort Dix, N.J., my wife re-
ceived the Gohonzon. At first, I
drove my wife to meetings and
simply waited outside. But at
the suggestion of a member, I
started to participate from the
back of the room. It took a few
more months, but eventually I
could no longer deny the
power of the Gohonzon, and I
started to practice.

By this time, I was doing
gongyo every day and

often holding meetings in my
house. We had two more chil-
dren, Vivian and Kenneth.
Eventually, we moved to Ger-
many, practicing there for three
years. I returned to the United
States with my family, retiring
from the military in 1992 after
20 years of service and buying
a home in Glassboro, N.J.

Following my retirement, I
started working as a security
guard at a pharmaceutical com-

pany. I was also applying for
jobs at the post office and in the
state prison system. But my real
goal was to become a pharma-
cist, primarily because of my
parents’ and my wife’s health
conditions, and because it was
a career path chosen by three of
my brothers and sisters. I felt
becoming a pharmacist would
place me in a position to help
people and to relieve people’s
suffering from illness. At the
same time, it would improve
my financial prospects.

Even though I was offered
jobs at both the post office and
the New Jersey State Correc-
tional Facility, I would not ac-
cept their offers. I kept thinking
I had to pursue my dream in life
and personally show actual
proof for kosen-rufu.

SGI President Ikeda once
quoted the passage from
Nichiren Daishonin’s writings
“Since the Law is supreme, the
Person is worthy of respect”
(The Major Writings of Nichi-
ren Daishonin, vol. 1, p. 264)
and said, “In light of this pas-
sage, I want our fellow mem-
bers to become people of out-
standing caliber both in the SGI
and in society at large, giving
full play to their unique char-

acteristics and qualities.”
With this in mind, I deter-

mined to become the best per-
son that my potential would
allow and not let any obstacles
stop me from attaining that
goal. So I informed my family
of my decision to become a
pharmacist. From that moment
on, I determined to win, no mat-
ter what.

After submitting several ap-
plications to colleges, though, I
learned that I was far from qual-
ified to enter pharmacy school.
I had only an associate degree
in liberal arts without any sci-
ence background. Needless to
say, I was discouraged and felt
my dream to start pharmacy
school in September 1993 was
impossible. My wife, however,
encouraged me not to give up.

My experience in practice
had given me the power

and endurance to move for-
ward. The only school that
would even talk to me was a
pharmacy school in New York,
though the admissions people
thought I was crazy to apply. In
order to meet the minimum re-
quirements for acceptance, I
would have to consolidate four
long semesters worth of ad-

vanced science and math
courses into one year.

I began working full-time at
a pharmaceutical company on
the third shift and took the max-
imum amount of courses al-
lowed during the day. I also
chanted to find time to attend
Buddhist activities. My sched-
ule was as follows: I worked,
went to school, slept in the car
or at the library and attended
meetings and studied Bud-
dhism in my spare time.

The school I really wanted
to attend, however, was the
Philadelphia College of Phar-
macy, one of the best in the na-
tion. But people there told me
that my qualifications weren’t
sufficient to gain admission,
and that I would need some-
thing of a miracle to get ac-
cepted. Nevertheless, I took
my desire to the Gohonzon
and renewed my determina-
tion. In May 1993, I received
a letter from the school in-
forming me that my chance of
being accepted was slim. But
they didn’t say no. I repeat-
edly reminded myself not to
give up.

That night, when I went to
work and told my boss

about my situation, he offered
to introduce me to a local phar-
macy owner who, after a brief
interview, asked me to work in
his pharmacy several hours a
week. I agreed. Supporting me,
as always, my wife kept on
chanting. After two weeks on
my new job, I was introduced to
the dean of Philadelphia Col-
lege of Pharmacy, who was co-
incidentally picking up his
medications at the pharmacy.
After that meeting, the phar-
macist helped me compose a
letter to send to the school, ask-
ing for an exception to its ad-
mission policy for transfer stu-
dents.

As September enrollment
grew closer, I became more
anxious. My wife and I kept
chanting. The New York uni-
versity finally notified me that
I had been accepted, but that I
had to register immediately.
And just as I was leaving for
New York, my phone rang. It
was the admissions officer from
the Philadelphia College of
Pharmacy, who offered me a
position in the third-year class
of the pharmacy program. He
asked if I were still interested.
I yelled: “Yes, yes! I’ll be right
there with my deposit.”

I was so overjoyed that I em-
braced my wife and children,
and I was dancing all over the
house. I knew that this was the
direct result of my Buddhist

Photo by JONATHAN WILSON

Cheuk Lau’s wife and children supported his dream to become a pharmacist.
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Attaining the
Happiness He Wants
When he retired from the military, Cheuk Lau decided to start a new career as

a pharmacist. Getting his pharmacy degree — with no previous science
background — became the challenge of a lifetime. He and his family had to

rely completely on their faith in the Gohonzon.

PLEASE SEE EXPERIENCE, NEXT PAGE
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practice and my wife’s steady
chanting.

Of course, this wasn’t the
end of my troubles. During the
first month of school, I failed
two tests and had to give up my
job and devote all my time to
school. Since the GI bill alone
was not sufficient to cover the
expenses, my savings were de-
pleted to pay tuition.

I was extremely discour-
aged, but my wife continued to
encourage me not to worry. To-
gether, we kept chanting for me
to pass my tests, find enough
money to get by and be happy.
I was so thankful to my wife for
giving me encouragement
when I needed it the most. I
would not have made it without
her help.

At first, I applied for veteran
disability benefits but was de-
nied them. Then, suddenly, the
policy was changed and I re-
ceived full veteran financial aid
to cover my college expenses.
For the next two years of phar-
macy school, my family and I
chanted for my success, and I
passed all my tests without any
major difficulties.

During this time, my parents
suffered from ill health and I
had to travel back and forth to
New York to care for them.
Eventually, my father died.
Though I regretted that I could
not convince him to chant, I

knew in my heart that he could
see the power of my practice to
the Gohonzon. My mother has
since begun to practice this
Buddhism.

In May 1995, I was ap-
pointed as the district leader of
Garden State District. I was
concerned about having
enough time to complete my
schooling and fulfill all of my
responsibilities, but I chanted
to attend school through the
summer, so that I could gradu-
ate before June 1996.

In December 1995, I gradu-
ated from Philadelphia College
of Pharmacy and joined Rite
Aid Pharmacy as a pharmacist.
Since then, I have been pro-
moted to pharmacy manager at
a Rite Aid store only 10 minutes
from home.

After 17 years of practice, I
realize that anything is possible
with the Gohonzon. I will al-
ways keep in mind some guid-
ance given by President Ikeda
during a meeting in Dallas:
“Everybody is entitled to hap-
piness, and we all possess the
same potential to become
happy. Through chanting abun-
dant daimoku to the Gohonzon
and taking action, you can at-
tain that happiness.”

I am glad to be an SGI mem-
ber and will continue to chant
wholeheartedly for the happi-
ness of my family, my mem-
bers and to show actual proof
in society. WT

Mahatma Gandhi used this
story to teach his grandson
that, if we can touch another
person’s life and save that
life, we can make a tremen-
dous difference by that very
action. 

The grandson to whom
Gandhi told the story of the
starfish is Arun Gandhi, who
with his wife, Sunanda, founded
the M. K. Gandhi Institute for
Nonviolence, based in the
United States. Mr. and Mrs.
Gandhi have traveled all
around the United States con-
ducting surveys concerning
racial discrimination and
spreading the message of
nonviolence. Just recently,
they visited the Kansai Soka
Junior and Senior High Schools
in Japan and gave a lecture to
the students. They also at-
tended the World Peace Youth
Culture Festival in Nagoya
[on November 14]. The cou-
ple have the highest praise
and appreciation for the SGI
and our activities around the
world.

It is a momentous
spiritual struggle

to purge feelings of
powerlessness and

resignation that
assign change to

the realm of
the impossible.

The history of our move-
ment to propagate the Daisho-
nin’s Buddhism is a history of
reaching out to others and cher-
ishing the life of each individ-
ual. The Gakkai is the only or-
ganization that is carrying out
the spirit of that wonderful
story of the starfish. Our move-
ment focuses on the individual.
It is a process of heart-to-heart
communication where we
share each other’s problems,
inspire each other in our strug-
gles, and call forth the courage,
wisdom and strength to survive
all obstacles.

It is also a vigorous nonvio-
lent struggle against external
forces that threaten human dig-
nity, such as violence and polit-
ical and economic oppression,
and an effort to build an age of
human triumph. Such an effort

demands an enormous amount
of hard work and patience, how-
ever. In a sense, it is a momen-
tous spiritual struggle to purge
feelings of powerlessness and
resignation that assign change
to the realm of the impossible.

Yet our first president
Tsunesaburo Makiguchi as well
as our second president Josei
Toda set out fearlessly on that
long, long journey.

Mr. Makiguchi once visited
a famous scholar who was a
good friend. At first, as they
each spoke about their work,
the conversation was quite
warm and pleasant, but when
Mr. Makiguchi began to talk
about the Lotus Sutra and the
greatness of Nichiren Daisho-
nin’s Buddhism, the scholar
suddenly stood up and shouted:
“Get out! Get out!” He pushed
Mr. Makiguchi out the front
door and slammed it shut be-
hind him. Mr. Makiguchi said,
regret in his voice: “This is how
Japan’s top intellectuals be-
have. It’s symptomatic of the
arrogance of people of the two
vehicles [that is, Learning and
Realization].”

Mr. Makiguchi never in-
tended to use the authority or
influence of intellectual or po-
litical leaders to spread the
Daishonin’s teachings. In his
encounter with the scholar, his
only intent was to communi-
cate to a friend what he knew
was the true way of human ex-
istence based on the true teach-
ing of Buddhism. Mr. Maki-
guchi’s constant struggle was
to carry that message to those
who were suffering, to all hu-
manity, and to the very depths
of each individual’s life — and
that is the proud tradition of the
Soka Gakkai.

For the sake of our
century,let us set forth
again on the journey

of kosen-rufu.

Inheriting this spirit from Mr.
Makiguchi, we have ushered in
the dawn of an age of the victory
of the people. Who has accom-
plished this enormous feat? 

It is you — all of you — who
have chanted and prayed for the
happiness of your friends day
and night, and worked hard to

teach them about Buddhism and
introduce them to the practice. 

It is you, the inexpressibly
noble members of our organi-
zation, who have continued to
energetically promote the Soka
Gakkai’s organ publications
and proclaim the truth and jus-
tice of our movement.

It is you, who have upheld
the spirit of the Buddha, bravely
encouraging your fellow mem-
bers day after day out of self-
less concern for their growth
and development, while en-
during the abuse and criticism
of thoughtless and malicious
individuals.

It is you, who, as foremost
champions of humanism and
peace, have risen to realize
these goals in every region,
proudly showing the world the
greatness of the SGI through
your own dauntless examples. 

With the deepest respect and
appreciation, I crown each and
every one of you who has car-
ried out the compassionate ac-
tions of the Buddha a monarch
of the people. I shake your hand
firmly and declare: “Let us go
forth! For the sake of our cen-
tury, let us set forth again on
the journey of kosen-rufu.”WT

EXPERIENCE, FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

TRIUMPH, FROM PAGE 4

NOV. 18 COMMEMORATIVE DISCUSSION MEETINGS

Eagle Peak District, Nashville, Tenn.
“Let’s do something different for this year’s general meeting,” suggested Eagle Peak District
Leader Meredith Green. “How about a game?” I ventured. And so Journey to Eagle Peak, a
board game of indescribable delights, was born. The game uses dice and two sets of cards.
Coming up with the rules of play and what to put on each card was a group effort. The game
takes you from the Swamp of Suffering through the Forest of Obstacles and the Desert of Doubt.
Finally, you reach the River of Dreams and Flowers of Faith. At the top, there’s Eagle Peak,
illuminated by the Light of Wisdom. The game was a great success. Our guest, Tom Geckle,
had a ball. And Ken Tanaka, our area leader, exclaimed, “Every district should have one of
these games!” Our winner, Nagisa Konuma, 9 years old, said: “I know why I won this. It’s be-
cause I chanted.”

— ESSRA MOHAWK
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What is a capable person,
a capable leader, anyhow?

BY JEFF FARR
ASSOCIATE EDITOR

I was recently reading E.B.
White’s Stuart Little to my

daughter. There’s a scene where
the philosopher-mouse Stuart
Little becomes a substitute
teacher and tells his elementary
school students that someday he
plans to be Chairman of the
World (a title that he’s made up).

But one little girl tells him
that he’s too small to ever be
Chairman of the World.

He shoots back: “Size has
nothing to do with it. It’s tem-
perament and ability that count.
The Chairman has to have abil-

ity and he must know what’s im-
portant. How many of you know
what’s important?”

That’s an important question,
I thought — we should always
be asking ourselves what’s most
important in life, and what’s
most important in our Buddhist
practice. If Nichiren Daishonin
were asked “What’s most im-
portant?” he would probably an-
swer, “Faith alone is what really
matters” (The Major Writings of
Nichiren Daishonin, vol. 1, p.
246). Or that “what matters is
one’s heart” (MW-5, 289).

So, if ability can be called
knowing what’s important, and if
what’s most important is our faith,
our hearts, then all of us already
have ability; we’re already capa-
ble. We know that we have faith.
And we definitely have hearts.

In The New Human Revolu-
tion, volume 1, when one of the
leaders accompanying Shin’ichi

Yamamoto to America says that
there are no capable people in a
new district just formed in San
Francisco, Shin’ichi objects: “I
completely disagree. They are
all capable people. They will
begin to shine from here on. If
they persevere with pure-
hearted faith, their names will all
go down in the annals of kosen-
rufu as pioneers. I’m looking to
their future with high hopes.”

It’s important to remember
that when we talk in the SGI of
becoming capable people, capa-
ble leaders, etc., although de-
veloping our various talents may
be part of this, what’s most im-
portant is developing our faith.
And since all of us can do this,
since all of us are doing this,
we’re all capable.

If we “persevere with pure-
hearted faith,” we’re sure always
to keep becoming more capable,
deepening our faith all the time.

In this World Tribune’s “Dis-
cussions on Youth,” President
Ikeda emphasizes the impor-
tance of persevering this way,
saying that we should keep pray-
ing for our goals for as long as
it takes for all of them to be
achieved (see p. 6). As long as
we continue like this, we need
never consider ourselves inca-
pable.

To continue is to be capable.
So why not have confidence

in our determination to win and
consider ourselves capable now?
Not in an arrogant sense, of
course — we all have a lot of
growing still to do — but because
we do know what’s important:
faith. We do know what’s impor-
tant: the heart. We just have to
keep reminding ourselves of
what we already know as we
continue.

This qualifies each of us to be
Chairman of the World. WT

EDITORIAL

SGI-USA had a booth at the annual American Academy of Religion con-
ference in Orlando, Fla., Nov. 20–24. Hundreds of scholars got updated
information on SGI-USA and were introduced to various books authored
by SGI President Ikeda. AAR is the largest national gathering of religion
scholars — many of whom teach religion at the university level — with
more than 7,000 attending this year. By participating in AAR, SGI-USA
is becoming an information resource for religion scholars. SGI-USA also
participated in a Society for Buddhist–Christian Studies meeting in Or-
lando, Nov. 19. This is an organization of Buddhist and Christian religion
scholars interested in dialogue and engagement. SGI-USA has been in-
volved with it the last few years. A presentation on daily Buddhist prac-
tice in the SGI was made during this meeting.

— ROB EPPSTEINER

Chairman of the World

Changes in
Publications Staff 

As we enter a new year, we have once
again taken steps to strengthen the

World Tribuneand Living Buddhism—
some you have already seen, others that
will unfold in the coming months. In
concert with our continuous efforts to
stay fresh, we are also pleased to an-
nounce a reorganization of the Publica-
tions Center.

Greg Martin, an SGI-USA Study De-
partment senior advisor and former head
of the Organization Department, has as-
sumed the duties of assistant to the pub-
lisher. Working closely with him is Ted
Morino, also Study Department senior
advisor, who remains as executive editor
of the publications.

Dave McNeill leaves his two-year
post as managing editor of the World
Tribune, whose staff he joined 10 years
ago. He now heads up the Books Sec-
tion, which will be generating much
needed books and pamphlets, includ-
ing materials that will teach children
about Nichiren Daishonin’s Buddhism.
Assisting him in Books is Lisa Kirk,
who spent eight years on the World Tri-
bune staff, the last two as assistant
managing editor.

Margie Hall, a vice Study Department
leader, returns to the World Tribuneafter
a two-year stint as managing editor of
Living Buddhism. She assumes her new
responsibilities as the managing editor
of the World Tribune, bringing with her
more than two decades of previous expe-
rience with the newspaper. 

Jeff Kriger, staff translator for 15 years
and a vice Study Department leader, was
formerly the Books Section manager; he
takes over as the managing editor of Liv-
ing Buddhism. Assisting him is Living
Buddhism’s assistant managing editor,
Dave Baldschun. WT

Photo by DEBORAH MULLIS

SGI-USA Public Relations staff member Nancy Simms converses with Dr. Aftab Kazi of Johns
Hopkins University, who is a visiting scholar from Leipzig University in Germany.

SGI-USA Participates
in AAR Conference



Speak English
Things sure have changed a lot
in our organization in recent
years. One thing that hasn’t re-
ally changed yet is that we, as
members, often continue to in-
clude Japanese words in what
are otherwise English sentences.
I’m talking about kosen-rufu,
daimoku, shakubuku, Sensei,
toso, toban, kofu, gokuyo. I oc-
casionally even hear han! While
some words convey very precise
meanings for which it is difficult
to find accurate English equiva-
lents, there is a larger issue at
hand: GUESTS! Guests are fre-
quently present. When a speaker
is using Japanese words, the
guests are obviously unable to
comprehend our speeches.

One scenario then involves a
member sitting next to a guest
providing a simultaneous trans-
lation. This is not a foolproof so-
lution because while the member
is politely translating the previ-
ous sentence into the guest’s ear,
they both are missing the
speaker’s next sentence. We
could simply take notes, and wait
until after the meeting to give the
guests a full translation, but that
would get pretty complicated.
Why not just agree to make an ef-
fort to break the habit of using
Japanese words?

The World Tribunelong ago
stopped using these words, and
we ought to follow its lead. For
example, the translation of SGI
President Ikeda’s essay on page
5 of the Nov. 20 edition uses the
phrase propagation activities in-
stead of shakubuku.

Why should a guest have to
memorize a list of Japanese
words just to understand us,
especially many of us who
learned English as a first lan-
guage! If a meeting is being
conducted in English, or any
other language, for that matter,
then the words spoken at that
meeting ought to be in the lan-
guage of that meeting.

I appreciate the Japanese pi-
oneers who moved to America
and taught us these words, and
concepts. As immigrants, it
was natural to use these Japan-
ese words. But as Americans,
as members of an organization
seeking to harmonize with the
rest of American society, con-
tinuing to use these words in
our public speeches at meet-
ings is creating unnecessary
obstacles. Old habits die hard,
but this is one that we’ve GOT
to break! What’s so bad about
saying “world peace prayer

meeting,” “re-
ception,” “con-
tribution,”
“chanting,” “chanting ses-
sion,” etc.?

— CESARE CIVETTA,
Ft. Lauderdale, Fla.

Comparative Religion
In a recent installment of The
New Human Revolution(Nov.
20), leaders question the appro-
priateness of asking, “Why is
Nembutsu in error?” on the U.S.
study exam. Now that 35 years
have passed, maybe we should
take another look at that ques-
tion in the context of other sects
of Buddhism that are gaining in
popularity in the United States.

Non-member acquaintances
and friends frequently ask me
questions about Zen, Tibetan
Buddhism, mindfulness medita-
tion, etc. I just don’t know
enough about those practices to
make an informed comparison to
Nichiren Daishonin’s Buddhism. 

I appreciate all the material
that’s been provided about why
Nichiren Shoshu is in error. I’m
hoping some similar study ma-
terial about other American Bud-
dhist sects can be made available
to help members address non-
members’questions.

— RITA WILLOUGHBY,
Seattle

Democracy?
As much as I support the various
large events the  SGI puts on and
that I read about in the World Tri-
bune, such as the children’s
rights exhibit and the Earth Char-
ter, I do wonder how these events
are decided upon. For example,
could any one of us say: “I’m
thinking about doing XYZ, any-
one wanna join me?” If carried
out, should such an activity be
called “an SGI activity” or, in-
stead, simply mention that it was
“carried out by some SGI Bud-
dhists”? It seems that there is a
difference.

Relatedly, I wonder how the
SGI can encourage members to
participate in democracy, even
discussing political issues with
fellow members, perhaps form-
ing “FOR” and “AGAINST”
groups on an issue, and still, as
opinions differ, continue to-
gether on our Buddhist path.

Ideally the discussion partic-
ipants would be able to place
their Buddhist practice above the
ballot results; the victory would

be that we had explored an issue
as fellow Buddhists.

The First Amendment to the
Constitution states: “Congress
shall make no law respecting an
establishment of religion, or pro-
hibiting the free exercise
thereof....” That’s all! Clearly
government is not to get involved
in religion. But often the phrase
“separation of church and state”
is taken to mean that citizens
should not bring their religious
views and values into the public
discussion. Or clergy should not
speak of political matters as if
politics, our self-governance as
a community, were somehow
disconnected from people and
their values and those who
would lead them in values! What
this has done is to leave the po-
litical system largely void of val-
ues except for individualistic
materialism.

The principle here is that peo-
ple must speak in the political
process and they must speak
based on something: their life ex-
perience and values. Thus, atten-
tion to values is crucial to a
democracy. And for communities
of values to look at political deci-

sions and pro-
posals in light of
their values

would seem to be only logical.
A problem that we as a soci-

ety face is the ability to voice our
thoughts, listen and respond,
think and discuss and then make
proposals and vote. In a democ-
racy a variety of views is to be ex-
pected. Even within the SGI,
there will be differences of opin-
ion. Rather than squashing all
discussion because the SGI can’t
come to a unanimous position,
we need to encourage the dis-
cussion and let voting decide. Yet
there is no need for us as Bud-
dhists to all come to the same
conclusion, and there is no
shame in being in the minority
on an issue....

— DAN DEWEY,
Cambridge, Mass.

About Posture
The editor’s reply to Susan
Masotti (Nov. 27 issue) starts:
“Crossing your legs while
chanting is not a big issue. In
general, when we chant we
should be alert and focused on
the Gohonzon, and our pos-
ture should reflect this.”

It is interesting to note that
psychotherapists have linked
posture to self-esteem and
one’s outlook on life. My un-
derstanding of this, through my
experiences in therapy, is that
poor posture can sometimes be
the manifestation of low self-
esteem, or it can signal a life-
condition burdened (as in heavy
burden) with unwanted respon-
sibilities, pessimism, doubts
and lack of self-confidence. So
in another sense, it’s like the old
chicken/egg debate. Your pos-
ture can improve when your
life-condition is optimistic and
strong; or, when you can’t see
what it is you’re battling, you
can sometimes improve your
life-condition by working on
your posture.

I’ve found that maintaining
the best possible posture dur-
ing gongyo is the physical
cause I can make when my
focus is slipping.

— NATALIE BLISS,
Philadelphia

Correction: In our Nov. 27 issue,
one of the captions for “Artober Fest
in Seattle,” page 12, incorrectly says
that La Bohemewas written by
Verdi. La Bohemeis actually a
Puccini opera. We apologize for the
mistake.
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SGI-USA General Director
Zaitsu Named to Third Term
Fred M. Zaitsu was nominated to a
third, three-year term as SGI-USA
General Director when the SGI-USA
Council met Dec. 5. His new term,
which the SGI approved, will end on
Nov. 18, 2001. He was first appointed
SGI-USA General Director on Nov.
22, 1992.

Mr. Zaitsu joined the Soka Gakkai in
Japan on March 16, 1962, and partici-
pated in youth activities while attend-
ing Kanagawa University. He was hired
by the Soka Gakkai in 1964, the year he
graduated from college, and began
working in public relations. He became
a reporter for the Seikyo Shimbun, the
Soka Gakkai’s daily newspaper, in
1967 and came to the United States for
the first time in 1971 to report on the
Seattle Convention. He moved to Los
Angeles with his family in 1973; from
1979 to 1992 they lived in Seattle, then
returned to Los Angeles.

At the recent Council meeting, Mr.
Zaitsu said: “My determination is to
make the foundation of kosen-rufu rock
solid in the coming three years and en-
trust everything for kosen-rufu to the

younger, new generation. Let’s exert
ourselves with the spirit of unity in our
propagation efforts as we strive to ex-
pand the Daishonin’s Buddhism
throughout this great land of America.”
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PHOTO PERSPECTIVE — JONATHAN WILSON, PHILADELPHIA

Behind the Scenes
I attended the first youth support groups conference at the Florida Nature and Culture

Center last month as a World Tribunephotographer. I devoted my youth to kosen-rufu
in the support groups in another era. Now, I saw more facial hair, a sprinkling of ear
pierces and an occasional crop of hair-streak with primary colors. But what had not

changed since my cherished behind-the-scenes days was the youth division members’ in-
credible grasp of SGI President Ikeda’s heart. If anything, their understanding of Nichiren
Daishonin’s teachings and President Ikeda’s spirit seems to have surpassed that of my gen-
eration. Since 1990, President Ikeda has challenged us to create a new SGI organization,
an organization that embodies strictness toward the Law and tolerance toward the mem-
bership — and is a whole lot of fun to be in. We SGI “elders” have struggled mightily with
this task. What was clear to me from this conference was that the youth division members
there had figured it out!
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SGI President’s Messages and Speeches
Student Div. Meeting (Oct. 6, ‘97), . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 2
Grad. Message (Dec. 17, ‘97), SUA/Calabasas . . . . . . . . Jan. 9
New Year’s Message . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 16 
Representatives Meeting (Jan. 2), Tokyo . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 23
17th HQ Leaders Meeting (Dec. 9, ‘97), Tokyo . . . . . . Feb. 13
1st Rizal Intl. Peace Award (Feb. 9), Manila . . . . . . . . . Feb. 20
Philippines Executive Conference (Feb. 12), Manila . . Feb. 27
Honorary Doctorate, Univ. of Manila (Feb. 11). . . . . . . Feb. 27
General Meeting (Feb. 21), Hong Kong. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mar. 6
18th HQ Leaders Meeting (Jan. 8), Hachioji . . . . . . . . Mar. 13
March 16 — The Eternal Flow of Peace . . . . . . . . . . . . Mar. 20
19th HQ Leaders Meeting (Feb. 3) Tokyo. . . . . . . . . . . Mar. 27
Youth Division Leaders Meeting (Jan. 17), Hachioji . . April 3
19th HQ Leaders Meeting (Feb. 3), Tokyo (2nd half). . April 3
20th HQ Leaders Meeting (Mar. 8), Tokyo . . . . . . . . . April 10
March 16 Commem. Meeting (Mar. 13), Tokyo . . . . . April 17
Graduation, Soka U., Women’s College (Mar. 18) . . . . . May 1
Entrance, Soka Elementary Schools (April 8). . . . . . . . . May 1
3rd Student Div. Ldrs. Mtg. (April 2), Tokyo . . . . . . . . . May 8
May 3 Soka Gakkai Day Message . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 15
21st HQ Ldrs. Mtg. Marking May 3 (April 20) . . . . . . May 15
Graduation Soka Jr. & Sr. High (March 16), Tokyo . . . May 15
Message — SGI Spring Study Session (April 21) . . . . . June 5
Marking May 3, SGI Mother’s Day (April 25) . . . . . . . June 12
Acceptance Speech, Kyung Hee Univ. (May 15) . . . . . June 12
Entrance Ceremony, Soka Univ. (April 6), Tokyo. . . . . July 10
Youth Division Leaders Meeting (May 8), Tokyo. . . . . July 31
22nd HQ Leaders Meeting (May 26), Osaka. . . . . . . . . July 31
23rd HQ Leaders Meeting (June 16), Tokyo. . . . . . . . . . Aug. 7
22nd HQ Leaders Meeting (May 26), Osaka . . . . . . . . . Aug. 7
23rd HQ Leaders Meeting (June 16), Tokyo . . . . . . . . Aug. 14
Soka Univ., Visit to Students (July 23), Hachioji . . . . . Aug. 21
24th HQ Leaders Meeting (July 16), Tokyo . . . . . . . . . Sept. 11
Message to Amer. Psych. Association (Aug. 14), S.F.. Sept. 18
25th HQ Leaders Mtg., Part 1 (Aug. 27), Tokyo . . . . . Sept. 18
24th HQ Leaders Mtg., Part 2 (July 16), Tokyo . . . . . . Sept. 18
25th HQ Leaders Mtg., Part 2 (Aug. 27), Tokyo . . . . . Sept. 25
Linus Pauling Exhibit Opening (Sept. 20), S.F. . . . . . . . Oct. 2
25th HQ Leaders Meeting, Part 3 (Aug. 27), Tokyo . . . . Oct. 2
Acceptance, Abdumomunov Award (Sept. 19) . . . . . . . . Oct. 9
Gongyo Meeting, San Francisco (Sept. 20) . . . . . . . . . . . Oct. 9
Opening, L.A. Friendship Center (Sept. 21) . . . . . . . . . . Oct. 9
Message to Dignitaries, Opening of L.A.F.C. . . . . . . . . Oct. 16
26th HQ Leaders Mtg., Part 1 (Sept. 22), Tokyo . . . . . . Oct. 16
26th HQ Leaders Mtg., Part 2 (Sept. 22) Tokyo . . . . . . Oct. 23
27th HQ Leaders Mtg., Part 1 (Oct. 22), Tokyo . . . . . . Nov. 13
27th HQ Leaders Mtg., Part 2 (Oct. 22), Tokyo . . . . . . Nov. 20
24th SGI General Mtg. (Nov. 12), Nagoya . . . . . . . . . . . Dec. 4

The New Human Revolution
Volume 6: Chapter 5, “Young Eagles”
(17–19) Jan. 9, (20–21) Jan. 16, (22–23) Jan. 30, (24–25) Feb. 6,
(26–27) Feb. 20, (28–29) Feb. 27, (30–31) Mar. 6, (32) Mar. 20.

Volume 7: Chapter 1 “The Flower of Culture”
(1–2) April 10, (3–4) April 17, (5–6) April 24, (7–8) May 8,
(9–10) May 15, (13–14) May 29, (15-16) June 12, (17–18) June
19, (19–22) July 10, (26–27) July 24 , (28–29) July 31, (30–31)
Aug. 7, (32–22) Aug. 14, (34–35) Aug. 21, (36–37) Aug. 28,
(38–39) Sept. 18, (40–41) Oct. 2, (42–43) Oct. 9, (44–45) Oct.
16, (46–47) Oct. 23. 

Volume 7: Chapter 2 “Fresh Growth”
(1–2) Oct. 30, (3–4) Nov. 6, (5–6) Nov. 23, (7–8) Nov. 20, (9–10)
Nov. 27, (11–12) Dec. 4, (13–14) Dec. 11, (15) Dec. 18.

My Recollections
King Bhumibol Adulyadej of Thailand. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 2
Dr. Alexander Yakovlev . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 9
Zhao Puchu, Chinese Buddhist Association. . . . . . . . . . Jan. 16
Dr. N. Radhagrishnan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 30
Dr. Cintio Vitier . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . June 19
Adolfo Perez Esquival . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Aug. 14
Rabbi Marvin Hier . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Aug. 21
Michel Baroin. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sept. 18

Discussions on Youth
Art vs. Arrogance (Part 2) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 9
Nature Is Our Home. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 23
Discovering Great Literature . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Feb. 6
Chanting — The Engine of Our Lives . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Feb. 20
The Palace of Your Life . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mar. 6
Why Do We Have an Organization? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . April 24
Human Revolution Is Raising Your Sights . . . . . . . . . . May 29
Weaving the Fabric of Peace . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . June 5
What Is True Freedom? (Part 1) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Aug. 28
What Is True Freedom? (Part 2) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sept. 4
What Does Individuality Mean? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Oct. 16
A Time for Self-Discovery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Oct. 2
Prayer Is Electric. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dec. 11
Saplings Into Mighty Trees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dec. 18

The Third Stage of Life
Your Dedication Makes You Shine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 16
It’s Never Too Late To Learn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 30
Sufferings Into Treasures . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mar. 20
Unclouded Eyes, Undistorted Vision . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . June 19
To Be Open to Possibilities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . June 26
No Room for Regret . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . July 17
You Are Your Own Judge . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . July 31
Nutrition for the Spirit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Aug. 14
Improving the Quality of Our Lives. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Aug. 21
A Partnership for the People . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sept. 4
Guaranteed To Open New Opportunities . . . . . . . . . . . Sept. 11
A Family Committed To the Members . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Oct. 16
Life Itself Is the Greatest Joy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nov. 6

Essay Series on The New Human Revolution
Renewing Ourselves Every Day. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 23
Showing Our Families How To Live . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 30
The Seasons of My Mentor’s Voice. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Feb. 13
The Art of Writing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Feb. 20
When the Original Spirit Flows Strong . . . . . . . . . . . . . Feb. 27
When Disaster Strikes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mar. 6
Our Publications Are Letters for Kosen-rufu . . . . . . . . Mar. 13
The First Step in Global Peace . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mar. 20
The Magnificent Ceremony on March 16 . . . . . . . . . . . Mar. 27
A Love of Nature: The Gakkai Tradition . . . . . . . . . . . . April 3
Nagano and a Beginning. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . April 10
The Flowers of Friendship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . April 24
The Rising Dragon of the New Hong Kong . . . . . . . . . . May 8
Setting a Standard at Work. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 8
The Deepest Commitments . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 15
An All-Star Cast Is Assembling . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 29
No Barriers, Buddhism and Society Are One . . . . . . . . . June 5
Korean Spirit To Plant the Seeds of Peace . . . . . . . . . . June 12
Steel Will and Warmth: Mr. Makiguchi . . . . . . . . . . . . . June 19
My Love for Photography . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . June 19
Publication of the Daishonin’s Writings . . . . . . . . . . . . June 26
Newspapers Shape the Age. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . July 3
Our Time Has Come — to SGI MD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . July 10
Wings of Imagination (children’s stories) . . . . . . . . . . . July 10

What Is Real Democracy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . July 17
Where There’s a Will, There’s a Way . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . July 17
Invincible Beauty. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . July 24
Nothing Fake About the Kansai Spirit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . July 31
Admiral Yi Sunsin, Korean Hero . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Aug. 14
The Greatest Treasure . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Aug. 21
Supporting the Community. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sept. 4
Writing To Move the World . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sept. 11
Passion — the Key to Education . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sept. 18
Where Buddhist Study Comes Into Play. . . . . . . . . . . . Sept. 25
Words of the Wise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Oct. 9
China and Japan: Toward an Age of Peace. . . . . . . . . . . Oct. 16
Sharing Our Faith . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Oct. 23
Look to the Future. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nov. 6
What Is Kindness . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nov. 13
Words of the Wise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Oct. 9
China and Japan: Toward an Age of Peace. . . . . . . . . . . Oct. 16
Sharing Our Faith . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Oct. 23
Look to the Future. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nov. 6
What Is Kindness . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nov. 13
The 21st Century Is Yours . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nov. 20
Cosmic Outlook Transforms Thinking . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nov. 27
Women Shine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nov. 27
My Student Days. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dec. 4
The Power of the People . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dec. 11
Never Lose Heart . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dec. 18
To Build an Age of Human Triumph . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dec. 18

Poems by SGI President Ikeda
New Year’s — “A Network of Hope” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 2
New Year’s Poems . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 2
Poems to America . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . July 3
Into the Storm, in commemoration of July 3 . . . . . . . . . . July 3
Poems in commemoration of joining . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sept. 4
Poems to Youth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sept. 4 
To My Noble Friends . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nov. 27 

General Director Fred M. Zaitsu
New Year’s Message . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 1
How To Be Encouraging . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 23
How To Build Friendshipss . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mar. 20
Offerings From the Heart . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . April 17
Summer Rallies. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 29
How To Support Families . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 29
Thanks for Successful May Contribution . . . . . . . . . . . June 26
Putting Art Into Our Lives — Fred Zaitsu . . . . . . . . . . . July 24
Creating a Foundation for the Future. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sept. 25
November 18 Message . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Oct. 30

International News
Nikken Testifies in ‘Seattle Incident’Libel Trial . . . . . . . Jan. 2
Tokyo, SGI President Meets Chinese Premier Li Peng. . Jan. 2
Tokyo, SGI President With Dr. Bryan Wilson . . . . . . . . . Jan. 2
Tokyo, SGI Leader Greets Ghana President . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 9
Calcutta, U.N. Group Extends Membership to SGI . . . . Jan. 9
SGI President Honored by South Korean City. . . . . . . . Jan. 16
SGI President Honored by South Korean County . . . . . Jan. 23
SGI of Germany Commended by City Mayor . . . . . . . . Jan. 23
Brazil, SGI President Honored by Art Academy . . . . . . Jan. 23
Brazil, Toda’s Declaration Commemorated . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 30
Japan, SGI President Meets Leon Strijak . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 30
Ghana, Construction Begins on Ikeda Garden . . . . . . . . Jan. 30
Japan, SGI President Meets Rene Simard . . . . . . . . . . . . Feb. 6
Japan, SGI President Meets Cesar Trujillo. . . . . . . . . . . . Feb. 6
Brazil, Soka Gakkai Presidents Honored . . . . . . . . . . . Feb. 13
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SGI President Honored by Brazilian City . . . . . . . . . . . Feb. 13
Soka Gakkai Attorneys Question Nikken. . . . . . . . . . . . Feb. 13
Philippines, SGI President Visits Rizal Monument. . . . Feb. 20
Japan, Soka Net Unveils Chinese Web Site . . . . . . . . . . Feb. 20
SGI-UK, U.N.H.C.R recognizes SGI President . . . . . . Feb. 20
South Korea, City Recognizes SGI President . . . . . . . . Feb. 20
Jose Rizal, a Man of Justice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Feb. 27
Soka University Honors Philippine President . . . . . . . . Feb. 27
SGI President With Former U. of Philippines Pres. . . . Feb. 27
Special on SGI President Airs on Philippine TV. . . . . . Feb. 27
SGI President Honored by Tagaytay, Philippines . . . . . Feb. 27
SGI President Visits De La Salle Univ., Philippines, Honors
WWII dead . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Feb. 27
China, SGI President’s Interview Airs on TV . . . . . . . . . Mar. 6
China, SGI President Talks With Writer Jin Yong. . . . . . Mar. 6
Philippines, SGI President Gets Hon. Citizenship . . . . . Mar. 6
Boys and Girls Art Exhibit Opens in Hong Kong. . . . . . Mar. 6
Children’s Art Exhibition Opens in South Africa . . . . . Mar. 27
Russian Government to recognize SGI President. . . . . Mar. 27
Chinese University To Honor SGI President. . . . . . . . . Mar. 27
Dr. David Krieger Talks With SGI President . . . . . . . . . April 3
Dai-Gohonzon Moved From the Sho-Hondo . . . . . . . April 17
International Conference (March 10), Tokyo. . . . . . . . April 17
Soka Gakkai in Japan Faces More Media Attacks. . . . April 17
Sho-Hondo To Be Torn Down. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 1
LDP Apologizes to Soka Gakkai . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 1
SGI President Commended by UNICEF. . . . . . . . . . . . . May 8
SGI President Honored by French Photo Club . . . . . . . . May 8
Guam Praises SGI’s Efforts During May 3 Events. . . . May 15
SGI Pres. Meets With Moscow State Univ. Rector. . . . May 15
SGI Pres. With Dr. Wang Gungwu, Singapore . . . . . . . May 15
SGI President Honored in S. Korea Visit . . . . . . . . . . . . May 29
Japan, Brazilian University Honors SGI President. . . . May 29
European Academy Commends SGI President . . . . . . May 29
Cross-Examination of Nikken Completed . . . . . . . . . . May 29
SGI President Meets With Chinese VP . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 29
Earth Charter Presented in Brazil, May 26 . . . . . . . . . . June 12
Zambian Ministry of Home Affairs Commends SGI. . June 12
Mongolian President Bagabandiv Visits Soka U. . . . . . June 19
Ecology Exhibition Opens in Venezuela . . . . . . . . . . . . June 19
Russia–Japan Society Honors SGI President . . . . . . . . June 26
Netherlands University Commends SGI President . . . June 26
Australian Buddhists Hold Public Meeting. . . . . . . . . . June 26
SGI President Speaks on Gandhi . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . July 3
Brazilian City Commends President Makiguchi . . . . . . . July 3
SGI Commended by Brazilian City of Londrina. . . . . . July 10
SGI President Meets With Campinas Officials . . . . . . . July 10
Anti-Nuclear Exhibition Opens in Peru . . . . . . . . . . . . . July 10
SGI President Meets with Brunei Univ. President. . . . . July 24
SGI President Meets With Chinese Officials . . . . . . . . . July 31
SGI President, Russian Ambassador to Japan . . . . . . . . July 31
SGI President Recognized by South Korean County . . July 31
SGI President Commended by Brazilian City . . . . . . . . July 31
SGI President Honored by San Paulo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . July 31
SGI-India Members Help Cyclone Victims . . . . . . . . . . Aug. 7
SGI President Meets With South Korean Educators . . . Aug. 7
Brazil Temple re-opened as community center . . . . . . Aug. 21
SGI President Meets Dr. Boutros Boutros-Ghali . . . . . Aug. 28
SGI President Meets With Peruvian Educators . . . . . . Aug. 28
SGI Members Help Flood Victims in China. . . . . . . . . . Sept. 4
Ikeda School Opens in India. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sept. 11
French Publisher Applauds SGI Leader . . . . . . . . . . . . Sept. 11
Bolivian University Praises SGI President . . . . . . . . . . . Nov. 6
Ikeda School Opens in India. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sept. 11
French Publisher Applauds SGI Leader . . . . . . . . . . . . Sept. 11
Bolivian University Praises SGI President . . . . . . . . . . . Nov. 6
SGI Members Send Relief to Hurricane Victims . . . . . Nov. 20
SGI President and Former India Prime Minister . . . . . Dec. 11
Soka Schools Alumni Gather in Tokyo . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dec. 18

National News
Okinawa International Chapter Cleans Beach . . . . . . . . . Jan. 2
South Carolina, Capital Chapter Holds Open House. . . . Jan. 2
SGI-USA Will Open Cemetery This Year. . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 9
Los Angeles, Bagpipers Win Civic Award . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 16
Mass., Culture Festival Marks Founding Day . . . . . . . . Jan. 16

First New Year’s Meeting Held in Santa Fe, N.M.. . . . . Jan. 30
Washington, King Day Celebration. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Feb. 6
North Carolina, Vocal Ensemble Performanc . . . . . . . . Feb. 13
Texas, Houston, YWD Members Graduate to WD . . . . Feb. 20
SUA’s Calabasas Campus Closer to Expanding . . . . . . Feb. 20
Dallas, Members March in King Day Parade . . . . . . . . Feb. 27
SUA on the Lookout for the Class of 2005 . . . . . . . . . . . Mar. 6
California, Soka U. Honored by Aliso Viejo Library . . . Mar. 6
San Francisco, Black History Month Celebrated . . . . . Mar. 27
Los Angeles, Global Family Festival . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mar. 27
Sacramento, AIDS Dialogue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . April 3
Philadelphia Region Explores Literacy Issues. . . . . . . April 10
SGI President’s Book Broadcast on L.A. Radio . . . . . April 10
Los Angeles, Thai, Cambodian New Year . . . . . . . . . . April 17
Linus Pauling Exhibition Planning Under Way. . . . . . April 24
SUA’s Calabasas Campus Approved. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . April 24
Study Exam Held Nationwide. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 1
Philadelphia Members Host Health Fair . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 8
Wash., D.C., Treasure Group Feted by All. . . . . . . . . . . . May 8
Denver, Cherry Trees Blossoming in Denver . . . . . . . . . May 8
First Aid Seminar Held in San Francisco. . . . . . . . . . . . May 29
Washington/Alaska, Cities, Univ. Recognize SGI . . . . May 29
Children’s Rights Exhibit Opens in New Jersey. . . . . . May 29
Architects in the U.S. Move To Save Sho-Hondo. . . . . . June 5
Oasis of Eternity Dedicated . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . June 5
California, Men’s Health Is Topic of Seminar. . . . . . . . June 12
California, SGI-USA Joins Interfaith Dialogue . . . . . . June 12
CEC Set for June 25-28 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . June 12
SGI Joins “Buddhism in America” Conference . . . . . . June 19
FNCC Conference Focuses on Relationships . . . . . . . . June 19
Indiana Members Celebrate Family Diversity . . . . . . . June 19
Jacksonville Members Support U.N. Association . . . . June 19
SGI President on New York, Miami Radio . . . . . . . . . . June 26
West Covina Marks Diamond Jubilee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . June 26
Midwest Region Youth Think About Unity . . . . . . . . . . . July 3
Philadelphia Radio Broadcast Focuses on Violence . . . July 10
CEC Discusses a New Wave of Propagation . . . . . . . . . July 10
Citizens Cope With Northern Florida Wildfires . . . . . . July 17
Local Chapter Supports Community Play . . . . . . . . . . . July 17
Women’s Symposium Held in Louisiana . . . . . . . . . . . . July 24
Members in Hawaii Rally To Save Sho-Hondo. . . . . . . July 24
Legal Ramifications of Rel. Freedom Discussed. . . . . . July 24
District Reps Discuss the “New” New York. . . . . . . . . . July 24
Jane Hurst, Ph.D., Lecture . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . July 31
Diversity Workshop in S.F. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . July 31
District Leaders Network at FNCC. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . July 31
SUA Gets High Marks for Ethics . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . July 31
San Francisco, Members March in Pride Parade. . . . . . July 31
Mt. Ranier, MD, Protest Rally . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Aug. 7
Daisaku Ikeda Day Proclaimed in El Paso . . . . . . . . . . . Aug. 7
St. Petersburg, FL, Children’s Exhibition . . . . . . . . . . . Aug. 14
Northern California Members Work for PEACE . . . . Aug. 14
Irvine, Culture Festival Celebrates Diversity . . . . . . . . Aug. 14
Time Capsule Buried at L.A. Friendship Center . . . . . Aug. 21
‘Selected Lectures of Nichiren’Correction Issued . . . Aug. 21
Philadelphia, Seminar Looks Beyond 
Self-Imposed Limitations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Aug. 21
Name the Streets at Soka University . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Aug. 28

San Jose Women Celebrate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Aug. 28
Honolulu Lauds SGI Leader. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sept. 4
Exhibit Web Site Is Launched. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sept. 4
San Diego Salutes Pioneers. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sept. 4
A Phenomenon in the Heartlands. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sept. 11
Phoenix “Voices of Faith” Build Harmony. . . . . . . . . . Sept. 11
Pauling Lecture Series Begins in San Francisco . . . . . Sept. 18
New Jersey, First Community Center Opens . . . . . . . . Sept. 25
Three Goals Outlined at Teleconference. . . . . . . . . . . . Sept. 25
Hiromasa Ikeda Meets San Francisco Mayor . . . . . . . . . Oct. 2
New Los Angeles Building To Center on Friendship . . . Oct. 2
Pauling Exhibit Opens in San Francisco. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Oct. 2
L.A. Friendship Center Opens . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Oct. 9
SGI President’s Essays To Be Aired in Los Angeles. . . . Oct. 9
Alaska Youth Study “Discussions on Youth” . . . . . . . . . . Oct. 9
Children’s Rights Exhibit Opens in Minneapolis . . . . . . Oct. 9
Las Vegas Mayor Thanks Members . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Oct. 16
San Diego Taiko Drummers Make the Scene . . . . . . . . Oct. 16
Golden Eagle Bagpipe Band Takes Flight Again . . . . . Oct. 16
SGI–USA Focuses on Nov. 18 Meetings . . . . . . . . . . . . Oct. 23
FNCC Conference Schedule . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Oct. 30
Weston, FL, Earth Charter Symposium . . . . . . . . . . . . . Oct. 30
Documentary on President Ikeda Wins Award . . . . . . . . Nov. 6
Youth Peace Committee Active in San Francisco. . . . . . Nov. 6
Educators Receive Global Citizen Awards . . . . . . . . . . Nov. 13
New Healing Arts Division Leader . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nov. 13
Colorado Springs, Children’s Exhibition . . . . . . . . . . . Nov. 13
General Director Emeritus Williams Honored . . . . . . . Nov. 20
Parenting Workshop at L.A. Friendship Center . . . . . . Nov. 20
Los Angeles Students Meet . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nov. 20
SGI Plaza To Open . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nov. 27
Signatures for Nuclear Arms Abolition — to U.N. . . . Dec. 11
Support Groups Hold First National Conference . . . . . Dec. 11
Airport District Nov. 18 Commemorative Mtg. . . . . . . Dec. 18

Editorials
Human Rights Are Your Rights . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 9
Looking for a Breakthrough? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 16
Fairness: An End to Economic Corruption. . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 23
Cure the Apathy Epidemic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 30
Love Is an Inside Job . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Feb. 6
Striking at the Roots of War . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Feb. 20
The Right Way To Chant?. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Feb. 27
Doing Something About the Weather. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mar. 6
“Space and Eternal Life” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mar. 13
Our Children, Our Future. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mar. 20
Desperately Seeking a Change of Karma . . . . . . . . . . . Mar. 27
Exploring Other Philosophies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mar. 27
Heal the Sick Children . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . April 10
Moving Dai-Gohonzon to Hoanden . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . April 17
Nikken destroying the Sho-Hondo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . April 24
Get Involved — Volunteerism. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 15
Why Protest? — Destruction of Sho-Hondo. . . . . . . . . June 19
The Greatest Paper in the World. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . July 3
A Paradise of Benefit and Victory . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . July 17
Propagation by the Unwise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Aug. 7
Directly Facing the Problem. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sept. 11
Maximum Foresight . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sept. 18
Promises Kept. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sept. 25
The Real Person, Imperfections and All . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Oct. 2
A Symbolic Death . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Oct. 9
Trying To Be One Who Can Forbear . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nov. 13
Maximum Foresight . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sept. 18
Promises Kept. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sept. 25
The Real Person, Imperfections and All . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Oct. 2
A Symbolic Death . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Oct. 9
Trying To Be One Who Can Forbear . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nov. 13
SGI’s Year of the Community . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nov. 20
What Is a Capable Person, Capable Leader?. . . . . . . . . Dec. 18

Interviews
Dr. Jan Hurst, Gallaudet University . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Feb. 20
Eric Hauber, dean of faculty at SUA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . June12

Perspectives
Kathleen Slattery, “Happy Birthday, President Ikeda” . . Jan. 2
Patricia Ford, “A New Year, A New World” . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 2

INDEX, FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

PLEASE SEE INDEX, NEXT PAGE

Photo by DIXON HAMBY

Seattle’s Artober Fest, Oct. 17.

II DECEMBER18 & 25, 1998 • WORLD TRIBUNE



Sam Harris, “A Letter to the Future” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 9
Michael Lisagor, “More to Happiness...” . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 16
Barbara Ford, “The Unsinkable Titanic” . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 23
Berthania Carswell, “Worst Lies” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 30
Teri Clayton, “Tribute to a Friend” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Feb. 6
Betsy Bel Ringer, “Prepare for Death...” . . . . . . . . . . . . Feb. 13
Jennifer Gordon Gray, “A Lesson in Beauty” . . . . . . . . Feb. 20
Pamela Saxon, “Living Artfully”. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Feb. 27
Dianne Moody, “Sex, Lies and Audiotapes” . . . . . . . . . . Mar. 6
Michele Katriel Cohen, “Love Letter to My Child”. . . Mar. 13
Anne Perusek, “National Women’s History Month” . . Mar. 20
Lisa Jones, “Step Up to the Plate” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mar. 27
Fletcher Dalton, “You Only Have to Be Human” . . . . . April 3
Lynette Yetter, “Never Give Up Spirit” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . April 3
Seward Hung, “Face of the Poorest Person” . . . . . . . . April 10
Terry Ellis, “We Built the Dream — Sho-Hondo” . . . April 17
Gary Russell, “A Writer for World Peace” . . . . . . . . . . April 24
Eileen O’Keefe, “Olympics of the Heart” . . . . . . . . . . . . May 8
Karen Morono, “Falling Short”. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 15
Fletcher Dalton, “Architect Describes Masterpiece” . . May 29
Tobie Marsh, “Understanding the Temple” . . . . . . . . . . June  5
Don Sanders, “Where Will All the Garbage Go?” . . . . June 12
Terry Mitchell, “Looking Into Another’s Faith” . . . . . . June 19
Dixon Hamby, Nuclear Nightmare. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . June 26
Michael Lisagor, A Letter to My Daughters . . . . . . . . . June 26
Allana Bourne, New Generation of Youth . . . . . . . . . . . . July 3
Chrys Cohen, “We Will Be Children”. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . July 10
Barbara Sohmers, “The Art of Buddhism”. . . . . . . . . . . July 10
Irlene Owada, Good-bye to Roy Rogers. . . . . . . . . . . . . July 17
Sally McKee, Confidence in Barry Goldwater . . . . . . . July 24
Gia Preston, We Can Still Change the World . . . . . . . . . July 31
Joe Newman, Buddhism American Style . . . . . . . . . . . . July 31
Allana Joy Bourne, She Was Her Own Obstacle . . . . . Aug. 14
Jennifer Gray, Still Magical After All These Years. . . . Aug. 14
Dixon Hamby, Is This As Good As It Gets? . . . . . . . . . Aug. 21
Lisa Jones, A Liberally Conservative Point of View . . Aug. 21
Fred Mayer, Write Your Own Destiny . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Aug. 28
Lisbeth Gant-Britton, From Large City to Small Town Sept. 4
Shavawn Berry, Remembrance of Her Friend . . . . . . . Sept. 25
Andy Hanlen, From Life of Destruction to Value . . . . . . Oct. 9
Sean Grover, Confessions of an Ex-Complainer. . . . . . Oct. 16
Theresa Wright, Learning to Love Myself . . . . . . . . . . . Oct. 16
Sanjay Gaur, Appreciating Our Planet — Every Day . . Nov. 6
Kirk Condyles, Day in the Life of a Photographer. . . . Nov. 13
Denise Snaer, Keepers of the Future . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nov. 27 

Profiles
Audrey McClure, Dallas, Telling a stranger about Buddhism
opens up opportunity for acting debut . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 30
Patrisia Gonzales & husband, Roberto Rodriguez, receive human
rights award from Albuquerque, N.M. . . . . . . . . . . . . . April 10
Marion Feldman, New York, cellist, establishes life of benefit
and joy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 15

Sign Posts
“How can I describe your sincerity?” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 2
“Be Your Own Priest” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 9
“Examining My Gongyo”. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 16
“Protection Even in Death”. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 23
“Learn First, Then Teach”. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 30
“A Year at a Time,” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Feb. 6
“It Should be Natural” — propagation efforts . . . . . . . . Feb. 13
“Hot Water into Cold”. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Feb. 20
“Just the Beginning” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Feb. 27
“Resolving Doubts” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mar. 6
“Feeling Overwhelmed?” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mar. 20
“Friends of the Lotus Sutra” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mar. 27
“What Matters Is One’s Heart” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . April 3
“Give Me a Break” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 8
“Going on Eight Years” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 15
“To Accept Is Easy” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 29
“The Deepest and the Darkest” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . June 26

Experiences
LaDrena McDowell, Changes limited perspective on reorgani-
zation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 9
Elizabeth and Jim Hilgendorf, Secret to a happy 

marriage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 16
Li family, from India, make dreams come true . . . . . . . Jan.  23
Kedren Werner, Climbs back up to true success . . . . . . . Feb. 6
Beverly Iseghohi, Expatriote wife of African prince. . . Feb. 13
Margaret Johnson, SUA student learns about self. . . . . Feb. 20
Rick Nees, Tim Shaw, Donna Schmid, Still standing after the
storm . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mar. 6
Jacqueline Lee, troubled relationship w/mother. . . . . . Mar. 20
Pam Buchanan, Challenges past . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mar. 27
Robyn Thaw, Finds Mr. Right after 22 years . . . . . . . . . April 3
Bill Mast, Realizes every goal for 1997 . . . . . . . . . . . . April 17
Sandy Patrick, Cat helps her take steps to healing . . . . . May 1
Karina McMillan, Becomes interpreter . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 29
Peter Banne, Lives his dreams after 23 years . . . . . . . . . June 5
Bill Blakely, positive attitude wins Air Force award . . June 12
Michael Sasaki, competitive figure skater . . . . . . . . . . . June 19
Doris McCloskey, deepens faith via mother’s death . . . . July 3
Tony Goodlette, repaired his relationship with father. . July 10
Murray Singer, found mission working with inmates. . July 17
Peggy Foster, gains courage to lose weight . . . . . . . . . . July 24
Lisbeth Gant-Britton, to become college professor. . . . July 31
Sonia Johnson, takes over music festival. . . . . . . . . . . . . Aug. 7
Jailson Perreia Leite, lost his right hand . . . . . . . . . . . . Aug. 14
Ian M. Coggins, wife’s death results in rejuvenation. . Aug. 21
Yuichi Ono, wins over family problems . . . . . . . . . . . . Aug. 28
Maurice Mimes, challenges growing up blind . . . . . . . . Sept. 4
Bethany Wild, New York, adopted at birth, reconnects with birth
mother . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sept. 11
Arlaana Black, chanting for a community revolution . Sept. 11
Donna Pomarico, has compassion for assailant . . . . . . Sept. 18
Vanessa Kossi, chorus members spread friendship . . . Sept. 25
Charles Trammell, inspires others in challenging cancerOct. 2
Sheldon Flemming, sister’s murder inspires gardens . . . Oct. 9
Lloyd Fischel, 30 years of growth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Oct. 9 
Chu Fallingstar, Taiwan native becomes postmaster. . . Oct. 16
Sean and Shannon Sears, future problem solvers . . . . . Oct. 16
Kathleen Slattery, mental illness sufferer is now a clinical
therapist. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Oct. 23
Andrea Kovacs, humane connection with horses . . . . . Oct. 30
Lorraine Ferrante, suicidal youth forges identity . . . . . Oct. 30
Darlene Riffert, awakens to mission to share Buddhism Nov. 6
Janette L. Stewart, Williamsport, PA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nov. 6
Annabella Lwin, former teen star realizes mission . . . Nov. 13
Luis Nieves, becomes successful entrepreneur. . . . . . . Nov. 27
Debi West, diagnosis of breast cancer transforms. . . . . . Dec. 4
Andy Hanlen, soaks in courage during cancer walk . . Dec. 11
Cheuk Lau, retires from military, starts new career . . . Dec. 18

Study Department
Study Department Entrance Examination . . . . . . . . . . . May 29
Elementary Exam Sample Questions` . . . . . . . . . . . . . . July 17
Getting Ready for Elementary Exam. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Aug. 21
Elementary Exam Held Nationwide. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nov. 6
Study Department Elementary Exam . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nov. 20

Divisional News

Interview with WD Leader Wendy Clark . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 16
Interview with YD Leader Ed Feasel, re: March 16 . . . . Feb. 6
Youth Training Course in Japan, Sept. 18–24 . . . . . . . . July 24

For Women
Helping Others Is the Noblest Way of Life. . . . . . . . . . . . Feb. 6
The Practice of Compassion and Courage . . . . . . . . . . . Feb. 20
Women Vow, “I Will Do It” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mar. 20
A Matter of Determination, Not Time . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mar. 20
Creating Indestructible Fortune . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . April17
My Source of Encouragement. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 29
My Mission and the ‘World Tribune’ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . July 3
The ‘World Tribune’Always in Hand . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . July 24
Using Her ‘Letter for Kosen-rufu’ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Aug. 21

Significant Dates
Feb. 11, 1900, President Toda’s Birthday . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 9
March 16, 1958, Kosen-rufu Day . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Feb. 20
May 3, Soka Gakkai Day . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . April 10
April 2, 40th Anniversary of Toda’s Death. . . . . . . . . . April 24
June 6, 1871, Makiguchi’s Birthday. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 15
July 3, Day of Mentor and Disciple . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . June 12
Aug. 15, 1964: The First ‘World Tribune . . . . . . . . . . . . . July 3
Sept. 12, 1271, Tatsunokuchi Persecution. . . . . . . . . . . . Aug. 7
Oct. 12, 1279, Dai-Gohonzon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sept.11

Special Features
Report From Iceland . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 9
Experiences of Italian Members. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 30
Black Heritage Month . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 30
Dialogue on Diversity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Feb. 20
Buddhism in the Workplace Conference . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 8
560 Mile California AIDS Ride . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . July 3
The Spirit of Propagating Buddhism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Aug. 14
What Is the SGI? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Oct. 30
Fruit Salad? - “O Bai To Ri” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nov. 6
Tips on Preparing an Experience . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nov. 6

Worldview
Duane Elgin, “Voluntary Simplicity” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 2
Roberto Clemente, baseball player/humanist . . . . . . . . . Jan. 9
John Bardeen, physicist, Opening the Info. Age . . . . . . Jan. 23
U.S. Postal Service honors African Americans . . . . . . . Jan. 30
Quest to fly around the world in a hot air balloon . . . . . . Feb. 6
Peace Pilgrim, Mildred Norman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Feb. 13
Viktor Frankl, psychotherapist, author . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Feb. 20
Margaret Bourke-White, photographer . . . . . . . . . . . . . Feb. 27
Arun Gandhi, founder, Gandhi Institute. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mar. 6
Happy birthday to Albert Einstein . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mar. 13
Cheri Honkala, Kensington Welfare Rights Union . . . Mar. 20
Jerry Brow, Founder, Humanitarian Relief . . . . . . . . . . Mar. 27
Sidney Bulick, Doll Messengers of Friendship . . . . . . . April 3
Environmental designer Lawrence Halprin . . . . . . . . . April 10
Robert Derby, Epyx fuel cell electric cars . . . . . . . . . . April 17

Photo by JONATHAN WILSON

Philadelphia members.

WORLD TRIBUNE • DECEMBER18 & 25, 1998 III

INDEX, FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

PLEASE SEE INDEX, NEXT PAGE



Global March Against Child Labor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . April 24
Ron Boender, Butterfly World, Coconut Creek, Fla. . . . May 1
Elaine Clearfield, Preserving History. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 8
Jeff Moyer, Blind Musician . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 15
Bill Daniels Donates Millions to Univ. of Denver . . . . . June 5
Majory Stoneman Douglas, Everglades. . . . . . . . . . . . . June 12
Equal Rights for Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual People . . . . . June 19
Lakota Chief Crazy Horse Memorial . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . June 26

Questions and Answers on Faith
Why Do We Face East? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 2
Correct and Incorrect Teachings. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 16
Should We Chant for Nikken’s Happiness? . . . . . . . . . . . Feb. 6
Why Do We Carry the ‘Omamori’Gohonzon. . . . . . . . . Mar. 6
Attaining Buddhahood. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mar. 20
The Devil of Mercy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 8
What’s the Buddhist View of Cemeteries?. . . . . . . . . . . . June 5
Karma vs. Mission . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . June 19
Why Do We Need the Gohonzon?. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . July 10
How Do the Ten Worlds Work? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . July 24
What Are ‘Devils Entering One’s Body’?. . . . . . . . . . . . Aug. 7
What Do the Prayer Beads Signify? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Aug. 21
What Is “Consistency From Beginning to End?. . . . . . . Sept. 4
What Is Good Fortune? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sept. 18
What Is Fundamental Darkness . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Oct. 9
What’s So Great About Buddhism? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Oct. 30
How Does Buddhism View Sickness? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nov. 27

What a Concept (Buddhist Concepts)
Non-Substantiality (‘Ku’) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 2
Debts of Gratitude . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 16
Theoretical vs. Actual . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 13
‘Ichinen’ (one mind; the life-moment) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 20
Buddhist Ethics in a Nutshell . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mar. 6
Compassion (‘Jihi’) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mar. 20
The Key To Living Wisely . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . April 17
The Heart of the Buddha . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 15
Cause and Effect . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 29
Buddhahood, Fully Awake, Fully Human . . . . . . . . . . . . June 5
Bodhisattva — Being Your Selfless Self . . . . . . . . . . . . June 19
Oneness of Life and Its Environment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . June 26
Faith — Entirely Different . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . July 17
Nam’— Impartial But Not Impersonal . . . . . . . . . . . . . July 31
‘Kyo’— The Connecting Thread. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Aug. 7
‘Myoho’ (Mystic) The Inscrutable Truth. . . . . . . . . . . . Aug. 14
The Middle Way, Transcending Extremes . . . . . . . . . . . Sept. 4
Dependent Origination . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sept. 18
What’s a Flower Like You....?. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Oct. 9
Breaking and Subduing...What? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Oct. 16
‘Itai Doshin,’Many in Body, One in Mind. . . . . . . . . . . Oct. 23

Issues: the Nichiren Shoshu Priesthood
Open Letter to Nikken Abe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 29
Protest From Prominent American Architects. . . . . . . . . June 5
Protest on Destruction of Sho-Hondo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . July 24
Demolition of Grand Main Temple (photos) . . . . . . . . Aug 28 
Pullout Section on Sho-Hondo Demolition . . . . . . . . . . Oct. 30
Eight Years of the Temple Issue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dec. 18

Friends for Peace
Jan. 2, Feb. 6, Mar. 6, April 3, June 5,  July 3, Aug. 7, Sept. 4,
Oct. 2, Nov. 6, Dec. 4.

Teen Times
Jan. 23

Language Pages
Spanish Pages
Jan. 16, Feb. 13, April 10, May 8, June 12, July 10, Aug. 14, Sept.
11,  Oct. 9, Dec. 11.
Chinese Pages
Jan. 16 , Feb. 20, Mar. 20, April 17,  May 15, June 19, Aug. 21,
Sept. 18,  Oct. 16, Nov. 27. 
Korean Pages
April 10, July 24, Aug. 28,  Sept. 25,  Oct. 23, Dec. 4

Essays

Deborah Goodwin, Unmasking Evil . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 30
Lisa Jones, Meat-eating vs. Vegetarianism . . . . . . . . . . Mar. 20

Leadership Appointments
New National Leaders Named . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sept.18

Student Files
Fred Mayer, Drexel University . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan 2
Yuko Olson, University of Minn. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 16
Masakazu Sueda, University of Michigan. . . . . . . . . . . . Mar. 6
Yumi Konno, University of Washington . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 1

FNCC Impressions
Anita Nevins Brown, Sacramento, Calif. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan 2
Isabel Almeida, Buffalo, NY. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 9
Marsha Erickson, Waimea, Hawaii . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 30
Rochelle Melamed, Brooklyn, NY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Feb. 20
Michael Schott, Michigan. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . April 17

Stands to Reason
From the Day We Take Faith. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 9
No Other Way of Knowing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 23
What We Are All About . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Feb. 13
In It for the Money. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Feb. 27
Matching the Sutra . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mar. 27
Drinking Poison . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . April 17
Twisted Understanding . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . April 24
Against the Intent of This Sutra. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 29
You Are a Buddha . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . June 12
The Century of Anyone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . June 26
Submitting to the System . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . July 3
Don’t Look Down on Us. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . July 17
The People Are the King’s Parents . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . July 31
A Simple Inheritance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Aug. 14
A Strong Spiritual Bond . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Aug. 28
Until the Very End. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sept.11
To Not Obey — the High Priest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sept.25
Complete Responsibility. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Oct. 2
Clearing Up the Confusion. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Oct. 16
Doing Nothing Is Dangerous . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Oct. 23
Unhappy Nations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nov. 6
Source of All the Trouble. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nov. 20
Great Proof. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dec. 11

Words to the Wise
On Goals. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan 16
Using Time Well. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 30
Caring for Others . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Feb. 13
The Power of Daimoku. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Feb. 27
Determination . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mar. 20
Justice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . April 17
Happiness . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . April 24
Mentor and Disciple . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 8
Propagation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . June 5
Study. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . June 26
Taking Action . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Aug. 7
Humanism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sept.11
Death. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sept.18
Health . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Oct. 2
Overcoming Obstacles. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dec. 18

On the Gohonzon
What Was the Daishonin’s Intent? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 23
Shakyamuni: Awakening to Our Mission. . . . . . . . . . . . Feb. 27
Many Treasures, the Verifier, Part 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mar. 27
Many Treasures, the Verifier, Part 2. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . April 3
The Bodhisattvas of the Earth, Part 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . April 24
The Bodhisattvas of the Earth, Part 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 8
Four Heavenly Kings. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . July 10
Wisdom Kings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . July 24
Our Relationship to the Whole Universe. . . . . . . . . . . . Aug. 28
Great Heavenly King Sun and Moon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Oct. 2
The Devil King of the Sixth Heaven . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nov. 27

Clearly a Parent
Why Don’t They Ever Listen? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 30
“Mommy, Do I Have an Angel?” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Feb. 27
“It’s Driving Me Crazy” — teen drivers . . . . . . . . . . . . April 24
Together Again. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . July 31

Seize the Day
Feb. 27, Mar. 27, April 24, June 26, July 24, Aug. 28, Sept. 25,
Oct. 23, Nov. 27, Dec. 18

Wow! Breakthroughs in Understanding
Treasure of the Heart . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . April 3
We Need Problems . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . April 17
One Realization After Another. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . April 24
Buddha’s Have Real Feelings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . June 5
The Job of Truly Living . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . June 12
Owning a Big Heart. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . July 24
The Source of Benefit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sept. 4
Why More? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sept.11
Everything a Benefit? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Oct. 2
The Secret of Seeing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Oct. 9
Eagle Peak Is Here. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Oct. 16

Special Pullout Sections
Destruction of Sho-Hondo. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 1

Fine Print
June 5, July 3, Aug. 7, Sept. 4, Oct. 2, Nov. 6, Dec. 4  

In My Life
Lisa Jones, Hitting the Wall . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . July 3
Ulisse Gallo, I’m Not a Coward. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . July 1
Mark Kaplan, Opening Doors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . July 17
Patricia Ford, Always Present: Protection . . . . . . . . . . . July 31
Ken Saragosa, Fuel for Growth. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Aug. 7
Jamie Lipton, Real Debt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Aug. 14
Maia Guest, Decisive Moments . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Aug. 21
David Tempest, Squandered Wealth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Aug. 28
Craig Green, No One Else. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sept. 18
Lisa Jones, Don’t Thank Me. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sept. 25
Tricia Ford, The Buddha’s Work . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Oct. 23
Ken Saragosa, Offering My Life. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nov. 6
Ulisse Gallo, Trusting My Own Heart . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nov. 13
Maia Guest, Repayment Plan: Gratitude. . . . . . . . . . . . Nov. 20
Lisa Jones, Five and Three. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nov. 27
David Tempest, Against Slander . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dec. 4
Mark Kaplan, Swing Hard and Fast . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dec. 11
Craig Green, According to Plan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dec. 18

Photo Essays
Martin Cohen, Los Angeles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Aug. 21
Jonathan Wilson, Philadelphia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sept. 25
Dixon Hamby, Seattle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Oct. 30
Gregory Nakasuji, Los Angeles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nov. 6
Kirk Condyles, New York . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nov. 13
Angela Harris, Atlanta . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nov. 20
Dixon Hamby, Seattle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nov. 27
Gregory Nakasuji, Los Angeles. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dec. 4
Gregory Nakasuji, Los Angeles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dec. 11
Jonathan Wilson, Philadephia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dec. 18

Excerpts
Triumph in the Final Chapter of Life . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Aug. 7
Buddhism in Daily Life: From Discussions on Youth . Oct. 30
Never Give Up On Your Dreams. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nov. 13

Buddhist Basics
A Prayer Is Answered . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Oct. 23
You Got Personality . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nov. 20
Equality of All Beings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dec. 18

Gems
A Person of Wisdom, Jeff Kriger . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nov. 13
Where To Find Happiness, Greg Martin . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dec. 4

What About?
Bell, Book, Candle and Saxophone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nov. 13
Misogyny in This Buddhism?. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nov. 13
Wearing the World Tribune. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dec. 4

My Best Shot
Miguel Vicente, Burbank, Calif. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nov. 20

Expressions
Palace of Fine Arts by Lisa Hollis. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . June 5

INDEX, FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

IV DECEMBER18 & 25, 1998 • WORLD TRIBUNE



By ARTHUR DICKEY

Culver City, Calif.

My challenge is to
win every day, thus
feeling fulfilled and
happy. Over the

past 10 years since I started my
Buddhist practice, I have done
activities like Music Corps,

Gajokai, Soka Group
and motor pool. Yet, re-
flecting on the past,
my consistency with
my young men’s divi-
sion members would
be strong but then
slacken after a big ac-
tivity. So would my
chanting.

Before our Nov. 18
commemorative meet-
ing for West District, I
had failed my final at
school and failed in
other areas in my life
that had to change
once and for all. I
went to receive
guidance from a se-
nior leader. I was

told that in 30 days, I could
change anything I wanted to, and
that the only reason I couldn’t
change it would be me. It was up
to me, only me. That was what fu-
eled me to fight like I had never
fought before.

I set goals to do home visits and
have all five YMD members in my
district present at the general
meeting — and two new YMD
members. During this time, a
grandmother in one of our district
member’s families died, and many
people in our district went to
chant with the family. We all be-
came closer. Through many strug-
gles and a lot of chanting, we had
a successful meeting. All seven
YMD members attended.  The
youth division read part of SGI
President Ikeda’s  poem “The Sun
of Jiyu Over a New Land” accom-
panied on guitar by Anthony, a
YMD member of two months.
What a great victory!

Now, how can I create this victory
every month? By winning every day.
P.S. Just two days before the district
meeting, I took my anatomy final
again — and got an “A.” 
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By ED FEASEL

SGI-USA Youth Division Leader

T
his year has marked a
major step forward for
the youth of SGI-
USA. From the great

success in our March 16 com-
memorative meetings to our
amazing victories across the
nation during the Nov. 18
commemorative meetings, the
youth have initiated a momen-
tum of growth throughout our
organization.

I really want to express our

appreciation for the warm, en-
couraging support of the men’s
and women’s divisions. Be-
cause of this support, we have
advanced so much during this
last year.

Recently, I was reading vol-
ume 10 of The Human Revolu-
tion, which describes the
Kansai campaign, in which
SGI President Ikeda, as a
young man in his 20s,
achieved an impossible victory.
Through this victory, President
Ikeda responded to the great
expectations of his mentor, Jo-

sei Toda. As I read the follow-
ing passage, I once again felt
the importance of the mentor
and disciple relationship: “The
lifeblood which flows between
mentor and disciple — this is
the fundamental force which
binds the two. In order to at-
tain this state, the disciple
must first grasp the source
from which the mentor’s in-
nermost intention derives, and
then make it his own. This is a
difficult process, which can
only be accomplished through

How do we achieve
‘impossible’
victories?

We Must Win!

VICTORY
IS
EVERY
DAY!

Continued on page B
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Their hearts aflame
with a sense of justice,
youth should never fail
to seize the moment, to
stand up....
— SGI President Ikeda,

Aug. 17, 1997

STORY

TO SHARE
TO SHARE

STORY

YOUR

IT’S TIM
E

It’s your turn to seize the
day! Share your experience
of doing human revolution
with all the “Seize the Day”
readers across the country.
What struggles have you
been through? What victo-
ries have you achieved?
Write it all down — get a
friend to help you, if you
want — and send it in to
“Seize the Day.” Experi-
ences for “Seize the Day”
should be around two
pages, double-spaced
(approximately 600
words).

SEND YOUR EXPERIENCE —
and a photograph of
yourself to:

World Tribune
525 Wilshire Blvd.
Santa Monica CA, 90401

By fax to:
(310) 260-8910

Or  e-mail to:
seize@sgi-usa.org

“Seize the Day,” the SGI-
USA youth division pull-
out, is published as a
service for World Tribune
readers, usually appear-
ing in the fourth issue of
the World Tribune each
month. To subscribe to the
World Tribune, please call
us at (800) 835-4558 or e-
mail us at
SGISUBS@aol.com.

Special thanks to Ed
Feasel (youth division
leader), Ellen Brown (de-
sign and layout), and Amir
Kaspian and Bobbie Stem-

“We Must Win” Continued from page A

strong faith. The source for the
power of both the mentor and
disciple is, needless to say, none
other than the Gohonzon.”

As I read this passage, two
things struck me: The first was
the idea of grasping the inten-
tion of the mentor.

During his last trip to the
United States, I had the oppor-
tunity to accompany President
Ikeda when he traveled to Los
Angeles, Denver, New York and

Miami. I saw how much effort
President Ikeda puts into his
daily activities — at times al-
most to the point of physical
exhaustion.

I asked myself, “Why does he
push himself so much?” I be-
lieve that the answer is that his
whole intention is to encour-
age and inspire people who are
suffering and struggling; to
give people hope.

I realized while reading this
passage from The Human Revo-
lution, however, that it is not
enough to understand the

mentor’s intention — I must
make it my own. That is, I
must also develop the heart to
exert myself to help others.

During that trip, I made a de-
termination to President Ikeda
on behalf of the youth of the
United States. I told him that
“a new generation of youth is
arising. We see that our peers
in society are suffering, and we
want to create an organization
where they can join us to help

people.”
President Ikeda responded:

“That is a beautiful spirit. That
spirit, to see someone’s suffer-
ing and to feel like its your
own, is the spirit of the bodhi-
sattva. Your statement is proof
that the youth of America are
true bodhisattvas.”

I believe that the spirit and
action of the bodhisattva
should be the heart, the spirit,
that we strive to develop as
youth.

The second point in the pas-
sage from The Human Revolu-

tion that struck me was the
idea that the Gohonzon is the
source of power for both the
mentor and disciple.

As I thought about President
Ikeda’s 51 years of practice
and all the obstacles he has
overcome, creating victory af-
ter victory, I realized that his
source of power has always
been the Gohonzon. Through
sincere prayer, he has created
an amazing history of victory,

overcoming every obstacle that
tried to prevent his progress.
In the same way, each of us
should create a great history of
victory in our lives with the
Gohonzon as our source of
power.

Recently, President Ikeda
wrote the following poem for
the youth of America:

Because of you
The new century
Brims with hope.
Take the lead!
Continue to win!

I feel that this poem express-
es President Ikeda’s great ex-
pectations for all of us. As
youth, we must take the lead!
As youth, we must win! As
youth, we must create the new
century!

This relationship of mentor
and disciple is a very profound
one, one where we can contin-
ue to advance and realize our
true potential. There are many
examples in history of the

greatness of this relationship,
perhaps the most famous be-
ing the relationship between
Socrates and Plato. These ex-
amples in history are only great
if the disciple also achieves vic-
tory in his or her life and con-
tributes to society. With the
heart to help others and with
the Gohonzon as our founda-
tion, let’s once again prove the
greatness of this relationship
through the victories that we
achieve in our lives.

SGI President Ikeda encourages
youth at the FNCC on his last visit
to America, 1996.
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YOUTH STUDY
FOR JANUARY
Background

By DAVID TEMPEST

Los Angeles

Nichiren Daishonin wrote this letter
while in exile on Sado Island. Following
the Tatsunokuchi Persecution on Sept.
12, 1271, where an attempt was made
to execute him, he was exiled to Sado.
The Daishonin not only survived this
exile but spread his teachings among
the populace and wrote some of his
most profound, influential works there.

While in exile, he also began inscrib-
ing Gohonzon for some of his closest
followers. From this letter, it is clear
that Shijo Kingo and his wife, Nichigen-
nyo, were already recipients. This letter
was dated Aug. 15, 1273; at the time,
their youngest daughter Kyo’o Gozen
was suffering from illness. Although
brief, it contains three main points:
First, that faith in the Gohonzon en-
ables us to accomplish anything. Sec-
ond, that the Gohonzon is a physical
manifestation of the life-condition that
the Daishonin possessed. And third,
that having a courageous practice is im-
portant.

Nam-myoho-renge-kyo is like
the roar of a lion. What sickness
can therefore be an obstacle? It is
written that those who embrace

the daimoku of the Lotus Sutra will
be protected by Kishimojin and
her ten daughters. They will enjoy
the happiness of Aizen and the
good fortune of Bishamon. Wher-
ever your daughter may frolic or
play, no harm will come to her;
she will be free from fear like the
lion king. (“Reply to Kyo’o,” The
Major Writings of Nichiren Dai-
shonin, vol. 1, p. 119).

Faith Is Courage

By NAOKO MIYAUCHI

Atlanta

In this passage, the Daishonin teach-
es us the importance of our faith in the
power of the Gohonzon, so that we
may surmount any obstacle and enjoy
the protective workings of our envi-
ronment, which are here personified as
Buddhist deities such as Kishimojin
and Aizen.

No one wants to be sick. Illness (or
any other obstacle), however, may be
viewed as an opportunity to further
strengthen our faith instead of despair-
ing. Despite the Daishonin’s reassur-
ance, we sometimes try to escape from
our negative circumstances or accept
them with a sense of resignation. So
what should our attitude be in the face
of obstacles?

When we chant Nam-myoho-renge-
kyo without shrinking from obstacles,
we empower our lives on the most fun-
damental level. In this sense, to believe
in the Gohonzon with all your heart is to
have courage. “Nam-myoho-renge-kyo
is like the roar of a lion” — when the lion
roars, all other beasts are silenced. The
Daishonin is saying that faith is the
courage to believe in your own power to
create happiness from within.

Kyo-o Gozen’s misfortunes will
change into fortune. Muster your
faith and pray to this Gohonzon.
Then what is there that cannot be
achieved? You should believe the
Lotus Sutra when it says, “This su-
tra fulfills one’s desires. It is the
pond’s cool, clear water that
quenches thirst,” and “They will
have peace and security in this life
and good circumstances in the
next” (MW-1, 120).

Misfortunes Into

Fortune

By PATRICIA FORD

Kansas City, Mo.

At times when you’re suffering or mis-
erable, it’s difficult to see the light at
the end of the tunnel. You may say to
yourself, what did I do in my past to de-
serve this? It’s easy then to complain or
admit defeat. The Daishonin says in
this letter that with faith in the Gohon-
zon, a person’s misfortune will turn
into fortune. This illustrates the con-
cept of changing poison into medicine.
When you do this — change a negative
situation into a positive one through
faith — you also change your karma.

The Lotus Sutra states that by devot-
ing yourself to the sutra, you will
achieve security in your present life and
the next. Security doesn’t mean that you
will never have obstacles or difficulties.
It means that you will have a strong,
powerful life-condition wherein you use
obstacles as fuel to advance and grow.
We should strive to make our life-con-
dition unshakable even in the midst of
problems. It is our determination and
our courage to persevere that enables us
to change poison into medicine.

REPLY TO KYO’O1

SUGGESTED TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION

1 How do you muster the courage to
challenge obstacles?

2 “This sutra [the Gohonzon] fulfills
one’s desires” — but what can you do 
when your prayer does not seem to 
be producing any result?

3 Give an example of how you have
experienced changing poison

into medicine.
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W
hen people

fail to seek

happiness

by chang-

ing their own lives and in-

stead seek to change the

environment in a superfi-

cial manner, no truly enduring happiness and secu-

rity can be instilled in their hearts. This is common

sense when viewed from the perspective of Bud-

dhism, that life and its environment are one. Ac-

cording to this principle, world peace will be enjoyed

only when each individual becomes enlightened or

undergoes human revolution.

The happiness of a people depends on the beliefs

that guide their actions, as only a philosophy that ac-

knowledges the oneness of life and the environment

can bring about ultimate and lasting social change.

If humans do not act soon, the next generations will

inherit a physical and spiritual wasteland.

In all ordinary thinking, such an undertaking is

perhaps so massive that it would appear more at-

tractive to let the human race remain in the dark,

stagnant waters it is in now. However, inside each

person is an inexhaustible spring of energy that,

when tapped, will allow everyone to dauntlessly

tackle any problem.

In fact, for those who have tapped this profound

spring, the bigger the problem, the more enjoyable life

is. Nichiren Daishonin, a 13th century sage and the

founder of this Buddhism, said about one who could

tap this intrinsic power, “The greater the hardships be-

falling him the greater the delight he feels....” (The Ma-

jor Writings of Nichiren Daishonin, vol.1, p. 9)

One might therefore ask, “Then why not use this

innate power to remove the suffering from the world

and replace it with joy?” Actually, according to the

above principle, working toward the happiness of all

humanity would probably be the biggest cause for

joy, since world peace is probably the biggest chal-

lenge of all.

The purpose of this Buddhism is ultimately to be-

come happy and help others do the same. This is ac-

complished through strong prayer and applying

oneself to daily life, never forgetting the grand focal

point of life: to replace the world’s suffering with joy.

This entails hard work.

World peace is not a passive undertaking, and nei-

ther is one’s daily life! Those who think that world

peace will simply be achieved some day, regardless

of effort put forth now, do not understand the true

significance of world peace.

The Daishonin alludes to this fact when he says:

“Buddhism is like the body and society like the shadow.

When the body is crooked, so is the shadow”  (MW-3,

307). This is to say that when people use faith to un-

dergo human revolution, the positive change within

their lives will be reflected in a more joyful and hu-

manistic society. Therefore, the peace and happiness of

a people, a nation or the world depends not on a se-

lect group of leaders or a select group of revolutionar-

ies but on each individual’s inner condition of life.

It is out of this desire for clarification that President Toda

coined the term human revolution. Instead of regarding

world peace as a distant principle, applying only to those

in power, he declared that world peace applies to every-

one, especially the common people.

In the same way,

attaining enlighten-

ment or bringing

out one’s highest

potential does not

apply only to mys-

tics and those with

a lot of time on their hands but to everybody, especially

the common people and especially in their daily lives.

President Toda wanted to bridge the gap be-

tween the lives of ordinary people and the seem-

ingly far-off goal of enlightenment. He wanted

everyone to see that enlightenment was within

their reach.

The historical definition of world peace has usu-

ally meant the absence of war. Webster’s dictio-

nary defines the word peacetime as a time when a

country is not at war. Commenting on this defini-

tion in a Kosen-rufu Day essay in the March 16

World Tribune, Deborah Goodwin calls it “a

strangely transient definition, which communicates

the uneasy reality that a time for war still looms in

the future.”

The SGI, in refreshing contrast, seeks to use the

philosophy of the Daishonin’s Buddhism to estab-

lish not only a world free of war but a world with

true and lasting happiness. SGI President Ikeda

has said, “True and lasting happiness only and al-

ways comes from our own efforts, our own wis-

dom, our own good fortune.”

Accordingly, this practice of Buddhism by which

we can establish this true and lasting happiness is

deeply rooted in daily life.

Our definition of world peace is deeply involved in

the cumulative advances of each person on a daily

basis. That is, world peace is human revolution.

Three in a series

Can doing

human

revolution

really save

the world?

By THE PROMETHEUS GROUP
San Francisco
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