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Our prayers are
answered when
we're in rhythm
with the
universe. ‘Just as
there are
physical laws like
those governing
electricity — laws
that human
beings in their
ingenuity have
learned to
harness and put
to practical use,
President Ikeda
says, ‘Buddhism
has delved into
and uncovered
the law of life
and the universe.
Our prayers tap

PRAYER IS
ELECTRIC
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2 See ‘DiScUs’éiqnjs on:Youth, page 8 into this law.

BUDDHISTS IN
THE COMMUNITY

Walking
for Life

During a three-day
walk to benefit breast
cancer research and
prevention, Andy
Hanlen puts his own
pain aside and soaks
in the courage
around him.

By ANDY HANLEN

LONG BEACH, CALIF.

hen | overheard a
couple of friends at

work talking about a three-
day walk from Santa Bar-
bara to Malibu to raise
funds for fighting breast
cancer, | thought it sounded
like a neat idea. What ar
understatement.
| had been, at that time|
engaged in pushing myself
out of complacency and to
ward a more value-creating
life. At 47, after more than
24 years of Buddhist prac
tice, | had become pretty
comfortable: great wife and
family, great job, lax prac-
tice.  had made a resolutio
the previous year to get mor
involved and reawaken the
dormant energy and spirit
of my youth.
When | heard about this
event, | did not equate it
with Buddhist activities,
but it sounded like a good
thing to do. | was a little
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Swing Hard

and Fast

SGI-USA YOUTH DIVISION STUDY COMMITTEE

A sword will be useless in the
hands of a coward. (“Reply to
Kyo'o,” The Major Writings of
Nichiren Daishonin, vol. 1, p. 120)

hant and take action,” we say i

he SGI. Well, | have no prob-
lem with the chanting part of this
equation for victory. But one of my
most insidious devils is the feeling
that | haven't
chanted enough
to take action.

Generally, |

start chanting a
lot, and things
start happening.
Then, inevitably,
because my lifeis
speeding up, my
chanting drops.
Simultaneously,
because I'm on
the verge of a
breakthrough
(and don’t know it), a little voice in

In My Life

NICHIREN
DAISHONIN'S
WRITINGS IN

ACTION

my mind says, “Gee, | think we need
to chant more to get through this.

Sometimes, this ithe voice of wis-
dom that I've cultivated over 13

years of practice and coached to

speak out whenever I'm in dange

of slipping in my practice.
Attimes when I’'m overwhelmed

with the feeling of being utterly

under-prepared for everything befr

fore me, this voice seems to make
lot of sense. Other times, this voic
is actually an obstacle. At thesg
times, it says: “It's obvious that, once
again, you haven't chanted enoug

to face the challenges in your life. Int

stead of taking action, you shoulc
crawl back to the Gohonzon an
chant more.” It's almost as if the
“need to chant more” becomes a
excuse for not taking action.

So | remind myself: “It is pre-
cisely because | am practicing har
that I'm encountering obstacles an
challenges. This is not the time fo
sharpening the sword. The coura
geous disciple has to swing hard an
fast with whatever he is holding a
the crucial moment. Itis not the time
to chant, it's time to take action.”

This, | think, is the wisdom ex-
pressed in the sayings “A pot of rice
on a stove with no flame will neve
come to a boil,” and “The sword of
the Lotus Sutra is useless in th
hands of a coward.”

I have to push through and tak

actionwhen obstacles come, espe-

cially if I'm feeling overwhelmed.
Chanting is crucial, but cimaing
without action manifests no
power. ]
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BupDHIST BASICS

A Solid Sense of Identity

By LISA JONES

STAFF WRITER

learn, yet he felt unsatisfied. neither by slander nor by admiration.”
Shakyamuni Buddha had been ob- The geniuswas delighted to become the
serving all this. He transformed himselBuddha'’s disciple and learn self-mastery.

ong ago, there was a young geinto a Buddhist monk and appeared in The Japanese author Eiji Yoshikawa
nius who could master any art ofront of the genius.
“Who are you?” the genius asked.

once wrote: “Rather than worrying about
your future, thinking, ‘Perhaps | should be-
come this, or
perhaps |

skill once he saw how it was
done.
He resolved to

master all the | should be-
arts of the world. , come that,
So he trav- , first be still
eled, learning , and build a
everything. , self that is as
In one country , solid and un-

moving as
Mount Fuji.”
Likewise,
Buddhism
teaches that to
find satisfac-
tion in life, we
each must es-
tablish our

he met a bow
maker who could
instantly turn an
animal's horn
into a beautiful
bow. Amazed, the
young genius be-
came the bow
maker’s disciple

and mastered the § own solid
art. So he set out sense of
again. He came to identity,

abig river and saw

a boatman skill- #

fully guiding a

boat. The genius became the boatman’s “I'm a man of self-control.” do. We can develop ourselves in this way

disciple, and soon his skill surpassed his “What does that mean?” by practicing the teachings of Nichiren

master’s. The monk said: “A bow maker controlsDaishonin.
The genius continued to travel andhe horn. A boatman controls the boat....

learn. After a while, he found no art orAnd a wise man controls himself. Just as

skill that he had not already mastered. Ha huge rock is never moved by the wind,

concluded that he had nothing left tdhe steadfast mind of awise manis swayed

Great Proof

unswayed by
" what others
may say or

Three in a series

— Illustrations by Ed Lee

Word practice was made up entirely of SGI President lkeda likewise points

STANDS esoteric rituals. out that, as an organization putting into

E’ A' SO In explaining that True Word is actualpractice the Daishonin’s teachings, the
proof-less, the Daishonin introduces th&GI has summoned forth the persecu-

LESSONS FOR TODAY FROM Buddhist concept of the three proofstions of the three powerful enemies,

THE WRITINGS OF NICHIREN DAISHONIN documentary, theoretical and actual. Tahich today include Nikken and the

have documentary proof means thatlichiren Shoshu priesthood. This is ac-
your religious practice matches whatual proof, President lkeda asserts.
Shakyamuni Buddha taught in his su- The whole temple issue, then, is a
tras. To have theoretical proof meangreat example of actual proof.
that your practice makes sense, that peo- Of course, showing actual proof is
ple can understand it. To have actualot just about attracting enemies. How
proof means that you can show howe have grown as individuals, how we
your practice works, i.e., some concrethave helped people, how we have
examples of the benefit it brings. Thehanged people’s lives, is also our ac-
Daishonin believed that the practice heual proof. We should never forget, in
upheld had all three. fact, that what the temple issue is really
And actual proof is more importantabout is saving people from the misery
n a 1275 letter to the believerthan the other two, he says in this lettethat following powerful enemies leads
Nishiyama Nyudo, Nichiren Dais- Although it might seem strange ato. There are many people now spiritu-
honin criticizes the True Word sect foffirst, the Daishonin, based on his studglly at risk due to Nichiren Shoshu’s
lacking actual proof. Why does he bringf the Lotus Sutra, places much imporinfluence — people who don’t know
this up to Nishiyama? Althoughtance on persecution as a form of actu#the real difference between the SGI and
Nishiyama had become a lay priesproof. He says that “if you propagate [thishe temple.
under the Daishonin, he previously haBuddhism], devils will arise without fail. ~ Our efforts to speak of the greatness
been a True Word believer. Were it not for these, there would be nof our organization are, indeed, efforts to
The Daishonin was primarily opposedvay of knowing that this is the true teachprotect these people and efforts to show
to True Word for ranking its esotericing” (MW-1, 145). And that “only by great actual proof.
teachings above the Lotus Sutra anehaking [enemies] appear can | be a
revering the Buddha Dainichi; the Truevotary” (MW-4, 20-21).

By JEFF FARR

ASSOCIATE EDITOR

Even more valuable than reason and
documentary proof is the proof of
actual fact. (“Three Tripitaka

Masters Pray for Rain,” The Major
Writings of Nichiren Daishonin vol.
6, p. 111)

Twenty-five in a series
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Signatures for Nuclear Arms Abolition
Presented to the United Nations

A petition with 13 million signatures in support
of nuclear arms abolition was presented Oct. /
to U.N. Deputy Secretary-General Louis
Frechette by SGI representatives. The SGI si
nature-gathering effort was part of the Aboalitior
2000 International Petition campaign sponsorg
by the Nuclear Age Peace Foundation. The p
tition calls for a de-alerting of all nuclear
weapons, a signed treaty by the year 2000 ff
the phased elimination of all nuclear weapor|
from Earth and a reallocation of resources fro
military purposes to human needs. The SGl €
fort was led by Soka Gakkai membersin Japa
where most of the sighatures were gathered,
members in New Zealand, Italy, England an
Australia also participated. David Krieger, Nu;
clear Age Peace Foundation president, sa
“Each of these signatures is a voice of hope -

hope that we can forever end the ‘most terribgGy representatives present 13 million Abolition 2000 signatures to U.N. Deputy
threat that humanity has ever facet! Il Secretary-General Louise Frechette, Oct. 26.

Photos by DIXON HAMBY

Nov. 18 CoOMMEMORATIVE DISCcUSSION M EETINGS

Participatory percussion — part of the art of the meeting.

7 =

Ballard District, Bellevue, Wash.

It was pouring down rain, and |ers shared their students’ artworkcould be here. This was the pe
had been crawling in traffic for antheir paintings, an experiencefect remedy for the gray, damp
hour and a half — on a trip thatfrom the recent Culture Depart-winter, and | am sure the 40
normally takes a half hour — andment conference at the Floridaguests and members would agre
wondering why. | could have beerNature and Culture Center, and &hen came the food, lots of it. My
at home sitting in front of the fire participatory percussion perfor-grumbling stomach was very ap
with a full stomach. But Ballard mance. New Pacific Northwestpreciative.
District's Nov. 18 commemora- Region Leader Tom Eddy, who Everyone lingered after the
tive meeting on Nov. 19 was worthjust returned from Japan, sharedheeting ended, and finally, withfd
the trouble. The theme was rightis experience from the Chubufull stomachs and spirits, we took
up my alley: “Art As a Weapon for World Peace Youth Culture Fes-off into the night ready to take on
Peace.” The meeting started withival and of watching the meteorany darkness in the night — or i
a display of masks representinghower from a 747. | found my-our lives.
the 10 worlds or states of life. Oth-self wishing everyone in Seattle

v i
— DIXON HAMBY ~ Masks of the 10 worlds — the 10 states of life described in Buddhism.
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By DAISAKU IKEDA SGI PRESIDENT
SGI PRESIDENT |KEDA’S EssAY

his year, heavy rains
have caused terrible

a system of dikes was com-
pleted. It was a true victory for

the determination and persever-
ance of the people.

gﬁgdpi?ga(%ejgp\;rul THE POWER OF THE cececcccccscee

would like to express my deepes

A sage of old once said: “The

sympathies to all who suffered the ruler is a boat, and the people are
brunt of these natural disasters. the water. The water can float or

The power that allows us to
overcome whatever difficulties

sink the boat.” The people are
the true sovereigns, and itis their

we may encounter is faith. | con-Faced with a government bureaucracy that refused to do anything to remedpyo@er that changes the course of
tinue to pray fervently each day  flooding problem, the people of Yamanashi, Japan, took matters into theiristory.

that those living in the affected  gwn hands.'The people are the true sovereigns

, and it is their power that The Soka Gakkaiis an orga-

areas will come through these changes the course of his_nization of the people, by the

arduous trials as winners.

Photo by LUCY ESTEPHANOS

There is a beautiful, green|
park in Yamanashi City called
Manriki Park. | have visited it
several times on my travels tg
Yamanashi. The area around th
middle reaches of Fuefukigawa
River, where the park is located
has been subject to flooding for
centuries. The park was giver
its name “Manriki” (Everyone’s
Effort) because the people of the
area joined forces to build a dik¢
to control the flooding. The
name expresses their hope théThe Soka Gakkai is an organization of the people, by the people, and for
the levee would be as strong anthe people.
indomitable as the combined ef-
fort and will of the people who  The citizens of Kanagawa re-fecture’s capital, Yokohama.

built it to protect themselves. peatedly submitted requests an®ifferent accounts number theverses and detours along th( in the Seikyo Shimbun.
The great feudal warlord from petitions to the local govern-demonstrators variously at sevway, but finally in October 1916

people, and for the people.

Thatis why the authorities fear
barriers, they decided, theyits growth and devise all sorts
would apply for permission to of plots and strategies to stop
raise the roadway that ran alongts course, attacking it with a
theriver. Inthe name of road im-surging flow of foul persecu-
provement, they would get theirtion. But no matter what force
embankments built. This bril- they may employ, the great em-
liant wisdom, born of their des-bankment of the people, built
perate struggle, stirred the newthrough our alliance of good-
prefectural governor to action,will, will not be broken. Why?
and work on the dikes began. Because itis an embankment of

The Tokyo Prefectural Gov- the victory of the people, the

ernment, of course, opposed thgreatest force that the 20th cen-
project, and Kanagawa was oriury has produced.
dered to cease construction. Th
project proceeded with diffi- | This series is published
culty. But the new governor and
his citizens were united in pur-| as “Thoughts on The

pose, and they refused to b¢ pew Human Revolution”
stopped. There were many re

Yamanashi, Takeda Shingemment for the construction of aeral hundred, fifteen hundred, o
(1521-73), once composed a&ystem of dikes, but their pleagwo thousand. Some of the
poem with the lines, “The peoplewere ignored. The government'sdemonstrators were women.
are our castle/ The people are odirst priority in those days was Crossing the muddy streamg
stone wall / The people are oumilitary spending, and it placedand rivulets caused by the flood
moat.” These words, too, as withsevere restrictions on any exing, and scuffling with the police
the park’s name, sing of the pridependitures for flood control.  officers sentto watch them, they
of people working together, join-  In addition, the Tokyo Pre- made their way to the prefec-
ing forces, for a common goal. fectural Government opposedural offices. But they were
The name Manriki Park al- construction because, if em-stopped by the police, and only
ways brings a happy smile to mybankments were also built on thea representative was permitte
lips, because to me it is the perKanagawa side, there was a poge see the governor.
fect symbol of our Yamanashisibility that floodwaters would  The group’s spokespersor]
members, making remarkablevash over the levees on theearnestly presented their casg
progress as they work togetheffokyo side. As a result, it re-but the governor didn't even at-
in harmony and unity. fused to permit new dikes to betempt to respond sincerely.
built. From the time Tokyo was The enraged citizens then
®eeccccccccccce the imperial capital, the nationalformed an “Association for the
government officials that haveConstruction of Dikes Along the
| have many fond boyhoodbeen centered in that city haveTamagawa.” They organized.
memories of the Tamagawashown a terrible and deep-Their unity and determination
River, the source of which is inrooted tendency to placeincreased, and their movemen
northeastern Yamanashi Prefecfokyo’s needs over those of thegathered momentum.
ture, at Kasatoriyama Mountainrest of the nation.

in the Chichibu Range. Up to the 0000000000000
first decades of the century,the eeeeeeeeececcee
Tamagawa was a wild, untamed The nextyear, as the rainy seq

river that flooded repeatedly. In 1914, the Tamagawa Riverson approached, they planned

The lower reaches of the Tamaflooded again, and the Kana-meeting to raise money to build
gawa serve as the border begawa region was severelydikes with private funds, but the
tween Tokyo and Kanagawaflooded. The long-suffering police quashed their plans. Why
Prefecture. The dikes on thepeople of Kanagawa could takewere they forced to be victims,
Tokyo side of the river were no more, and they joined forcesyear after year? Why were they,
largely completed in the late-and marched on the Kanagawaefused permission to build their
19th century, but most parts ofPrefectural Government Office.dikes? They did not give up. They
the Kanagawa side lacked sucffhey were dressed in farmersfought the unreasonable author
protective barriers, and when-working clothes and straw san-ties with a secret weapon: wis-
ever it rained heavily there wasdals and, as a sign of their unitydom.

much flood damage on thethey all wore woven bamboo If they could not get permis-
Kanagawa side. hats as they headed for the presion to build flood-protection

Soka University of
America, Aliso Viejo

Seeks Director of

Admissions and
Financial Aid
In anticipation of opening the doors to their first 100 fresh-
man students in fall 2001, the first core faculty and staff
are already hard at work at SUA, Aliso Viejo in Orange
County, Calif. Twelve faculty and staff members have
been hired. A search has recently been announced for the
director of admissions and financial aid, who will be re-
sponsible for domestic and international student recruit-
ment, overseeing of admissions processes, and adminis
tration of the financial aid program. Candidates for the
director of admissions and financial aid should have a mas-
ter's degree (preferably in educational administration)
and a minimum of five years experi-
ence in admissions managementin a
university setting. Anyone desiring
further information should contact
Kathy King, human resources man-

ager, at (949) 472-3062 or at
hr@soka.edu.

1%
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4 ‘FRESH GROWTH’

VOLUME 7, CHAPTER 2, PARTS 13-14

A Hawaii member’s request for Nichiren Shoshu priests to visit & e
America leads to the first overseas Gohonzon-conferral cere- (T“}; 3
monies (and Nikken’s infamous trip to Seattle). Shin’ichi and party J\‘ 145 i
depart Hawaii for his second visit to Los Angeles. M\ ys

Q-and-A session serves simply as a formal settindrip. A Soka Gakkai

with  President for making such a vow. leader in Seattle during Abe’s The more the Soka Gakkai in-
Shin’ichi Ya- First Soka Gakkai Presidentvisit to conductgojukai there creased in size, the greater em-
mamoto then fol- Tsunesaburo Makiguchi re-would later testify as to the phasis Shin’ichi placed on dia-
lowed. quested that the priesthood conpriest’s disgraceful escapadesogue, on making wholehearted,
At the discussion meeting heduct conferral ceremonies for newthere. dedicated efforts to talk directly
attended on his first visit to members, hoping that this would with as many people as possible
Hawaii, some of the members hadbe the opportunity for them to n Jan. 9, the day aftertoward ensuring that the lifeblood
been so overwhelmed with life’smake a fresh start in correct prac the meeting that of humanism would continue to
sorrows and pains that they couldice and strengthen their determi marked a fresh startflow through the organization.
not even state their questionsation in faith. From that time on, for the kosen-rufu  Shin’ichi and his party de-

without breaking down in tears.it became customary for newmovement in Hawaii, Shin’ichi parted Hawaii at 2:00 p.m., Jan.
But today’s scene was vastly dif-members to receigpjukaiupon and his party visited the island ofL0, and a number of members

ferent. The room was taking faith. Kauai, known for its spectacularcame to Honolulu Airport to see
filled with the To the Hawaii member’s re- Waimea Canyon. them off.
4 cheerful, reso- quest for priests to visit, Shin'ichi  Most Japanese associate They touched down at their
Iy - lute smiles of replied: “I understand your con-Hawaii only with Honolulu and next destination, Los Angeles,
¥ peoplelooking cern. I willmake a request to Highthe island of Oahu. But Hawaii in after a flight of approximately five
KAy with hope to- Priest Nittatsu.” fact consists of a number of is-hours. Because of the time differ-

ward the future. After returning to Japan, heim-lands, including Kauai, Hawaii ence, it was already after 9:00
The questions mediately submitted a request tand Maui. Among these are foundg.m. when they arrived. The moon
centered for the most Nittatsu to have priests sent overa wide variety of natural environ-was visible when they emerged
part on how to promote seas to conduct Gohonzon-conments and ways of life. from the plane, but apparently it
kosen-rufu and arose fromferral ceremonies. In considering the develop-had been raining untila shorttime
a sense of responsibility and  And so it was that, two monthsment of the kosen-rufu move-before. The tarmac was wet, and
mission to accomplish the later, two priests were sent to thenent in Hawaii, the real condi- there were puddles here and there.
widespread propagation ofUnited States from March 16—30tions on each of these islands had In the airport, 50 or 60 mem-
the Mystic Law. Among the to conduct conferral ceremoniego be understood. Had Shin’ichi'sbers were waiting to greet them.
issues raised was a requesor members in a number of keyschedule been more flexible, héThey included Los Angeles
for visits by priests to con- cities across the country. One wasiould have seen some of theChapter Leader Akio Ishibashi
ductgojukai(Gohonzon- a priest by the name of Shinnaother islands, but it was hard toand Women'’s Division Leader
conferral ceremonies). Abe, then the Nichiren Shoshumake time to do so — he had t&Kiyoko Kuwano, along with
This was needed to ac-Study Department leader, whabe sure to set aside enough timehapter staff Kazuko Ellick. Ev-
commodate the increasingwould later become the 67th highfor giving guidance to individual eryone was full of energy.
number of new members.  priest, Nikken. members. The first person Shin’ichi ad-
The meaning ofjojukaiis The first place they visited to A steady stream of peopledressed was a young man, Yuji
accepting the precepts, butonducgojukaiwas Hawaii. And came to receive guidance fromNakahara. “You must be very
Nichiren Daishonin’s Bud- the same hall at the Kaewai Elehim at the hotel where he wasusy with your studies,” he said.
dhism teaches that embracingnentary School where the Hawaistaying. On the evening of the“Thank you for taking the time to
the Gohonzon is in itself en-meeting had been held was use®th and again the 10th, the day ofome to see me — both this time
lightenment, that embracingOn that occasion, Abe somehowhis departure, he continued enand last time.”
| the Gohonzon means up-managed to leave the Gohonzooouraging one person after an- Atthe time of Shin’ichi’s last
! .'\ holding the precepts. Thus,he used for the ceremony behinadther, not wishing to waste a mowvisit, Nakahara had been ap-
the only precept or rule of in — of all places — a restroomment of the limited time. pointed the leader of the Los An-
action to be upheld by be-there. Luckily, Hiroto Hirata and It is through such efforts to il- geles young men’s division. He
E‘ lievers of the Daishonin’'s S. G. Like discovered the Gohon4uminate the darkness of people'svas studying political science
Buddhism for attaining en- zon when they conducted a finakufferings with hope and to plantat UCLA.
lightenment is to embracecheck of the premises. The twahe seed of fresh determinationin

the Gohonzon of the Threesuccessfully tracked down Abetheir hearts that people are nur- To be continued
Great Secret Laws. and returned the Gohonzon tdured and encouraged to grow
! The true meaning of him, thus avoiding a major prob-and develop as human beings
\ f .I accepting the preceptslem. This iswhat gives rise to fresh| paisaku Ikeda appears

\ I igd s for believers to  Throughthiscarelessincidentgrowthinthe realmofkosen-rufu, .o +ha novel as
- W}, ! make a solemn vow Abe showed a glimpse of histrue On the other hand, an organi Shin‘ichi Yamamoto
- ‘4 to embrace the Go- colors —though a priestin namezation where dialogue is missing :
- . honzon and exert he utterly lacked faith and waswill sooner or later succumbtobu. ~ 1he events take place
themselves in faith morally corrupt. reaucratic abuses and lapse into N 1963. lllustrations

throughout their lives. In this  And this was not the only un-cold style of managementlacking by Ken'ichiro Uchida.
respect, the conferral ceremonyoward event to occur during thein human warmth.
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EXPERIENCE, FROM PAGE 1 such agony that | was ready So | chanted and walkedor two people, | talked tothem.emphasized the need for
to quit. My left leg would go with members of my training | found out about people’s liveskindness and asked every
worried, though, because Inumb, and my left arm group. andthey found outabout mineparticipant to put aside com-

suffered from a crushed discstarted to do so as well. This
in my back. But | liked the alternated with shooting
cause. So | signed up. pains and a steady,
The event was sponsoregharp ache in my
by Avon and put together bylower back all the
the same people who orgatime.
nize the AIDS rides, andthey And  then
are very professional. Theysomethinggreat
sent me a lot of information happened: I re-
and literature and assignednembered. |
me to a “walker coach.” | remembered
didn’t read much of the pa-that when |
perwork and never called thewasayoung
coach, but | did start walkingman mak-
on the weekends. At first iting great
was a push to do four or fivecauses for
miles, but | gradually worked the spread of
up to 10 or so. Then there wadlichiren
a 15-mile pre-walk day in Daishonin’s
Santa Monica that | attendedBuddhism, |
It was the hottest day of thelearned that
year, and | found out why Ithe only thing
should have read the literastanding between
ture and contacted the coachme and victory
I made it through the day, butwas...me. With my
only just. | was in pain for a sincere prayer to the
week! What a wake-up call. Gohonzon and my deter-

And when | walked alone | plaint and whining and to be
would quietly chant while | kind. It was a great message.
walked, sometimes six or We left at dawn on Friday
more hours a day. morning and walked about 18
I kept the miles. | walked for a while
stretching exer- with a woman who was 70
cises up, and | years old and had been diag-
kept walking. nosed with cancer less than a
The back pain year before and was still in
was not re- chemotherapy. | talked to a
ally going womanwho had had adouble
away, but mastectomy in May, and she
my spirit was walkingwith us. | put
and my re- my pain aside and soaked
solve were in the courage around me,
strengthen- and | thought a lot about my
ing. And | mother, who died of cancer
liked what seven years ago.
was happen- For me it ended in pain,
ing to me. (I physically, but with a
also lost al- tremendous feeling that this
most 20 was an important place to
pounds!) be. At camp that night, | saw
My wife and lit- the chiropractor, and then |
tle girl drove me up signed up to sing for the
to Santa Barbara onnext evening’s talent show.
Oct. 22 for registration | had not performed in pub-
After that, | got in touch mination, | could do anything. and orientation. The mostim-lic for more than 25 years,
with some of the walkers inWhen had | forgotten this? “A pressive part was the hourbut | thought, why not?
my area and began to train ijourney of a thousand miles beAndy, right, with friendsonthewalk. long video where Avon The next day was “short,”

earnest. About four weeksgins with a single step...” or stressed safety, the cause wenly about 14 miles, but it
before the event, after a 24something like that. And thisAnd | found that, during were fighting for and, most
mile walk, my back was in was only 60 or 70 miles! hours of walking with one important, humanity. They PLEASE SEE EXPERIENCE, 7

SGI PRESIDENT AND FORMER PRIME MINISTER OF INDIA DISCUSS GANDHI

SGI President Ikeda met with
India’s former prime minister
Inder Kumar Gujral at the Tokyo
Makiguchi Memorial Hallin Ha-
chioji, Oct. 28. Mr. Gujral, a dis-
ciple of Mahatma Gandhi, ob-
served that without Gandhi, India
would be a completely different
place today. Gandhi changed the
way that Indian people think, he
said, crediting his mentor’s ad-
vocacy of nonviolence to
Shakyamuni Buddha’s teachings.
Mr. Gujral remembered that ini-
tially people viewed Gandhi's
nonviolent movement with deri-
sion, believing that it could never
achieve the end to British rule,
and President Ikeda concurred
thatall great movements face crit-
icism at the outset. On the issue
of nuclear arms, Mr. Gujral de-
clared that their total abolition is
the only way to ensure the peace
and security of humankind. He
proposed convening aworld con-
ference toward ridding the world
of this threat. The SGI leader
shared that his mentor, second
Soka Gakkai president Josei
Toda, was an advocate of aboli-
tion, and that Toda firstissued an
appeal for the creation of a nu-
clear-free world in 1957.
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rassed, but then | chattedcated the song | performedseemed to enjoy the tune.
with her a while. She was“Let It Be,”

and survived. The projec-

to that lady’s  After my performance, ations for the walk were to

was difficult — waking up from Ohio and had lost hermother, whose name was nexfoung woman named Karenraise $2.5 rflion, but the ac-

was easy, bugettingup was mother to cancer 20 years

excruciating.
Later, at camp
that afternoon, |
couldn't believe
my back pain.
The interesting
thing, trough, was
that| continuedto
have the most
amazing life-to-
life conversations
with complete
strangers. They
were all inter-
ested inme, and |
was fascinated by
all of them. |
found myself re-
ally listening and
reallyappreciating
each person’s
struggles. And |
found myself re-
ally trying to
help, even though
mostly that just
meant listening.
It's not an aHity
for which | am
famous.

‘1thought a
lot about my
mother, who
died of
cancer seven
years ago. For
three days, 1
was the best
person I
could be. And
I kind of like
that guy.’

off to do evening gongyo andAndy Hanlen sings ‘Let It Be’ at
Right before the talentchant, and | found that my the talent show.

show, | was off rehearsingprayer was that | could some-

by myself, and a lady | hadhow encourage these wondetheart, to my mom and to all

to my came up and told me a storyual taal was over $5 mil-
about her mother, who had diedion! | was especially en-
when she was 13. The last leteouraged to find out that

ago. She
wrote her

mother’s ter that Karen had sent to hemost of the money was going
name mother contained the lyricsto early detetion and pre-
on a of a song that she found tovention for “under-served”
slip be particularly full of women, meaing poor and

of hope, and her motherminority women — defiitely
died shortly afterthat. It a life-saving effort.
was“LetltBe.”Karen  Looking back, | realize that
told methat she felt |did somethindor those three
that her journey was days that | do not usually do.
complete when sheFor three days, | was the best
heard mesing it. She person I could be. And | kind
cried, I cried,andltold of like that guy.
her about my prayer. Personally, | benefited
She thanked me andgreatly. But more important,
went away, but | was there are tens or hundreds of
filedwith appreciation people out there with whom |
for her vords. interacted who might remem-
The next day was ber the nice guy with the great
incredible. | forced stories or the good songs —
myself to ignore the who was a Buddhist.
pain and walkd. Itwas My back still hurts, but I'm
25 miles that day, and thenow inspired to get the right

paper, . third day of hammering kind of help to fix it. And I've

and | put - my back and sleeping on thdost 25 pounds!

itinmy shirt ground. | justalked to peo-  But what’s so much more

pocket. ple and walked, and the mostmportant is the lesson I've
Then | went amazing thing was that sdearned — again — about

many of them thanked me foryouthful spirit, about not giv-

my music and said that it reallying up, about what it means to

touched them. be a bodhisattva and a repre-
| finished the walk and sentative of the Daishonin’s

not noticed complimentedful people orlightentheir heartsthe walkers. They were cer-was met by my wife and myBuddhism.

me. | was a little embar-ortouchthem, alittle bit. | ded-tainly a kind crowd and little girl, and | came home

I'll walk again next year. i

Linus Pauling
VIRTUAL tour

You may have missed
visiting the “Linus
Pauling and the Twen-
tieth Century” exhibi-
tion in San Francisco,
but now you cawvirtu-
ally visit it. A virtual
tour has been com;
pleted and added to the
official exhibition Web
site, www.paulingex-
hibit.org. While the vir-
tual tour uses text and
images from the exhi-
bition, it's designed for
an optimal Web experi-
ence and doesn’t sim
ply duplicate the actual
exhibition space. It also
explains the story be-
hind the creation of the
exhibition, co-spon-
sored by the SGI.

1%

BJ.}BL‘..«!%Q'

SOBSCRIBE
TODAY:

I-800-835-43558

IOOK FOR IT!!

The December issue of ‘Living Buddhism’ is out now!
DIALOGOE = WHAT IS IT?

Can we talk?! Of course we can. But is it dialogue? Socrates and Plato made
a career of out of dialogue, and it was the way that Shakyamuni propagated
his teachings. SGI President Ikeda has said, “My practice of faith means to

create mutual understanding between human beings...the product of dia-
logue, and again dialogue.”

HisTORY OF THE FO)I SCHOOL.

How it came about that the priesthood abandoned the centuries-old-tradi-
tion of celibacy. The priesthood regarded the government as having legiti-
mate control over their traditions, further diluting the orthodoxy of Nichiren
Daishonin’s teachings.

THE CALL TO ADVENTORE

What if you were told that right now, as you are, you could be the star of
your own movie? And what if your role was the lead, the hero in the greatest
adventure story ever told?
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DiscussIONS ONYOUTH

earth and miss it, though oneng on whether you use a tooth-

might bind up the sky, thoughpick, a chopstick or a bell stick.

Prayer Is Electric!

What makes our prayers work? SGI President Ikeda explores this question in this

installment of ‘Discussions on Youth. ings of Nichiren Daishonirvol.

7, p. 46).

the tides might cease to ebb an@he bell’'s the same, but if you
flow and the sunrise up from thehit it powerfully, it rings loud.
west, it could never come aboutf you hit it weakly, it rings
that the prayers of the practi-soft.

tioners of the Lotus Sutra [Nam-
myoho-renge-kyo] would go honzon,” he said. “The benefit
unanswered”The Major Writ- that we receive depends en-

“The same is true of the Go-

tirely on the power of our faith
and practice.”

Our prayers are answered

SGI President Ikeda:Let’s con-

| chanted hard to change somestronger and more confidentwith an even greater certaintyKimura: That example is very

tinue our discussion. I'll try to thing in my life. Not long after, Still others said that, though theythan the sun rising in the eastlear.

answer any and all questiond made a new friend whom | getprayed with all their might — every morning. This accords

on real well with and can talk toand made sincere efforts — theiwith the law of the universe.
about anything.” prayers weren't answered.
Hidenobu Kimura: Thank you.

Today’s theme is how prayersThe Gohonzon allows us
are answered. First of all, canto realize all our prayers.
we pray for anything that we
want?

that you, the youth, have.

Gohonzon? Nam-myoho-renge-kyo.

sponses, too. Some students exronzon enables us to realize alBuddhism into practice.
Ikeda: You can pray for any- pressed doubtthat praying to theur prayers. Every prayer defi-
thing that you believe may con-Gohonzon could really be ef-nitely is answered.
tribute to your happiness or tofective, or that it was really pos-

Belief is a kind of force

The crucial thing, therefore, that makes our prayers
Are all our prayers really is whether we areeally practi- work.
fulfilled when we pray to the tioners of the Lotus Sutra, of

Ilkeda: As the expressionhe

Whether we are really puttingpower of faithandthe power
Kimura: There were other re- Ikeda: Yes, of course. The Go-the teachings of thRaishonin’s of practiceindicate, belief is a

kind of force or strength. The

President Toda used to saygreater your conviction that
“Obviously, when you strike a your prayers will be answered
Nichiren Daishonin writes: bell, you're going to get a — the stronger your faith —

that of others. For instance, yowsible for them to become“Though one might point at thevastly different sound depend-the more powerfully the Go-

can pray to improve yourself or
to become a certain kind of per;
son. Yes, you can basically pra:
for anything that you wish.

But | wouldn’t advise pray-
ing for negative things. Praying _—
for something that will harm
your progress toward happines
or that of others will only bring
about a negative effect in you
life. That's because doing so
runs counter to the fundamenta
rhythm of life.

The key to having our prayers
answered is to be in this rhythny
of the universe.

ARCHIVE PHOTOS

Yoshiko Ueda: Previously in
“Discussions on Youth,” we dis-
cussed the meaning of doing#
gongyo and chanting Nam-
myoho-renge-kyo. After read-§
ing those installments, man
high school division members 9
started to challenge gongyo an
daimoku. We asked some o
them what changes they have
experenced since they began
chanting.

One student said: “In my
second semester, | was having
problems with my friends. |
chanted to the Gohonzon to
change myself for the better,
and | gradually could express
my feelings more openly and
honestly. | could see the good
points of those friends whom |
hadn’t been getting along with.
I'm so happy with the way
things turned out through
chanting.”

Another student said: “When
I chant, it's like I'm a completely
different person. | feel asif | can
take on any challenge and do
anything that | set my mind to. |
really like the changes that | see
in myself.”

“Iwas being bullied,” said an-
other student, “and | knew that |
couldn't take it much longer. So

{Charlie Chapin gets in gear in his classic film ‘Modern Times.’

Prayer constitutes a fusion of the ultimate Law of
the universe and our minds.

You can think of this as the gears of a machine
meshing. When a small gear locks its cogs with
those of a large gear, it can display a tremendous
force — that it otherwise wouldn’t have. In the
same way, when we synchronize the microcosm of
our lives with the macrocosm of universal life,we
can tap unlimited power to overcome any problem.

honzon, the Mystic Law, re-
sponds to your prayers.

The power of practicen-
compasses the strength of your
chanting and the energy with
which you work for kosen-rufu
— for the happiness of all peo-
ple and the prosperity of soci-
ety. The stronger the power of
your practice for yourself and
others, the more you can tap
the power of the Buddha and
the power of the Law of the Go-
honzon.

Although we say that
prayers are answered, in the
Daishonin’s Buddhism the
fulfillment of our prayers is
not magical or occult. It's not
about some mysterious, en-
lightened being or god in a dis-
tant realm taking pity on us to
grant our wishes.

Just as there are physical
laws like those governing
electricity — laws that human
beings in their ingenuity have
learned to harness and put to
practical use — Buddhism has
delved into and uncovered the
law of life and the universe.
Just as electric light was in-
vented based on the laws of
electricity, the Daishonin in-
scribed the Gohonzon based
on the supreme Law of Bud-
dhism.

Mr. Toda used to describe the
Gohonzon this way: “This cer-
tainly doesn't do it full justice,
but the Gohonzon can be likened
to a happiness-manufacturing
machine.” The Gohonzon is the
ultimate manifestation of human
wisdom and Buddha wisdom.
That's why the power of the
Buddha and the Law are only as
strong as the power of your faith
and practice.

PLEASE SEE ELECTRIC, NEXT PAGE
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we've all experienced thattheirlives around their parents—to pray and asks about theyou've rested, you can chant
when we were in dire straits.or their girlfriend or boyfriend.  proper way. with concentration and energy
If the power of your faith It's not something that we can again. This isnuch more valu-
and practice equal a force of a&xplain logically; it's just part The proper way to Ikeda: Basically, just be your- able. We should be alert and
hundred, then they will bring of being human. pray? Just be yourself. self. That's the most importantearnest when we pray, not
forth the power of the Buddha thing. nodding off.
and the Law in equal strengthlkeda: | think that this instinct Ikeda: In the Daishonin’s  Revere the Gohonzon as the As | said, most important is
And if it is a force of 10,000, naturally evolved to take theBuddhism, the fundamentalfundamental basis of your life,that our chanting be satisfying
then it will elicit that corre- form of prayer. People have noLaw of the universe is vener-reach out to it and take yourand refreshing to us, so that we
sponding force. doubt experienced this theated as the object of fundaproblems to it — do this natu-can exclaimwhen we've fin-
world over, in every culture mental respect. This Law isrally, as a child reaches for itsished, “Ah, that felt good!” By
Kimura: So just as we cansince time immemorial. also the essence of our lives.mother. When you're suffering reinforcing that feeling day
enjoy the illumination of an  They felt this way even  This might be a little difficult or when you're sad, there’s noafter day, our lives naturally
electric light without fully though they did not possess anyo understand, but when we prayeed to put on a good face omove in the most positive di-
understanding the laws oftheories or detailed, logical ex-to the object of fundamental re-pretend that everything’s allrection.
electricity, by turning on the planations to support their feel-spect, the Gohonzon, the Budfight. Just chant exactly as
switch of chanting Nam- ings. They probably weren’t dhist principle of the fusion of re- your are, unreservedly givingUeda: | have heard countless
myoho-renge-kyo, we tap theconvinced that their prayersality and wisdom is at work. Theexpression to the feelings inexperiences from our members
power of the Mystic Law and would always be answed, ei- objective reality of the Gohonzonyour heart. of the power of chanting.
fulfill our prayers — without ther. and the wisdom of our mindsare The Daishonin writes,
having to master the vast But it is believed that reli- fused at the deepest level. “What we call faith is nothing Ikeda: Yes, and the SGI is
body of Buddhist doctrine, gion gradually emerged from Prayer, in other words, con-extraordinary” (MW-5, 303). strong precisely because our
often described as a treasuryhis prayer. stitutes a fusion of the ultimateAnd he urges, “As parents willmembers have such personal
of 80,000 teachings. Law of the universe and ournot abandon their children, orexperiences.
Ueda:So prayer didn't develop minds. as a child refuses to leave his
Ikeda: Of course, it is benefi- from religion — religion de-  You can think of this as the mother, so we should put our
cial to study Buddhist doc- veloped from prayer! gears of a machine meshingtrust in the Lotus Sutra” (MW-
trine. The more we study it, the When a small gear locks its5, 303). In other words, all thatPart one of aliscussion on how
more it reinforces our under-lkeda: All people, even those cogs with those of a large gearywe need do is trust the Gohoneur prayers are answered
standing and deepens our apaho say that they have no reliit can display a tremendouszon wholeheartedly, prayingamong SGI Resident Ikeda and
preciation of the excellencegion, have deeply cherishedforce — that it otherwise sincerely that our desires willSoka Gakkai high ool divi-
and profundity of Buddhism wishes and aspirations. We allwouldn’t have. In the samebe realized. Such prayer defision leaders Hidenob&imura
— which in turn serves topray for something in the way, when we synchronize thenitely will empower us. (young men’s leader) and
strengthen our faith and con-depths of our hearts. microcosm of our lives withthe  There is nothing extraordi- Yoshiko Ueda (yong women'’s
viction. The fundamental pur- Prayer in the Daishonin’s macrocosm of universal life, nary about prayer — prayer isleader). Part two will appear
pose of Buddhist study is toBuddhism is a means, based owe can tap unlimited power tosimply wishing for something in next week’s issue.
fortify the power of our faith the Law of the universe, for overcome any problem. with all our heart.
and practice. closing the gap between those All Buddhistgods, Buddhas And our heart matters most.
wishes and reality. and bodhisattvas throughoutt is important to chant with
the 10 directions — all the pro-deep faith, reverence and love
Kimura: There are so many re-tective forces of the universefor the Gohonzon in our heart.
ligions and so many different— will be activated, so that we
objects of worship.... can realize our prayers. When it comes to
Ueda: We tend to think of chanting, both quantity
prayer as some special, out-oftkeda: In Japanese, an objectolleda: Prayer allows those and quality count.
the-ordinary thing. But in fact, religious worship is calledon- gears to mesh, then?
it is a normal, everyday thing, zon literally meaning an object Kimura: One student asks
isn't it? It's the fruit of human of fundamental respect. Therdkeda: That’s right. Nam- whether he has to chant for g
wisdom, actually. are all kinds of objects of de-myoho-renge-kyo is the soundcertain number of hours beforg
votion. In some religions, ani- of the great rhythm of the uni- his prayer will be answered. O

ELECTRIC, FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

To be continued

Seattle Incident

Religion came from Trial Continues

prayer — not the other
way around.

The Seattle Incident trial re-
sumed Nov. 16 with Soka
Gakkai attorneys calling
Soka Gakkai Vice Presiden
Isao Nozaki as a witness,
This Tokyo District Court

trial involves Nikken'’s libel

suit against the Soka

Ikeda: As far as we know, only mals such as horses or snakeserse. Itis the power source otan he chant intensely for g
human beings pray. And weserve that function. However,all universal activity. Itis also short time? In other words,
have done so from ancienthe Daishonin says, “All of the heart and essence of thehichis more important, quan-
times. We have prayed to thehese schools are misled conuniverse. tity or quality?
sun, to fire, to the mountains.cerning the true object of wor- The Mystic Law is the
Our species has long pressed itship” (MW-2 [2nd ed.], 131). source of all change. That'slkeda: The value — or, if you
hands together in prayer to Na- why when we chant the Mysticlike, quality — of a $100 bill
ture, asking it for safety andUeda: Could you explain the Law, Nam-myoho-renge-kyo, is more than a $10 bill. Natu-
happiness. significance of the object of we activate the universal forcegally, most people would pre-
Prayer is an expression offundamental respect in theto support us. The rhythm offer a $100 bill, right? Simi-
our reverence for the universePaishonin’s Buddhism? Nam-myoho-renge-kyo haslarly, in faith, sincere, strong
our awe toward forces greater been called the rhythm of theprayers are important.
than ourselves. Prayer tranikeda: Thehonof honzorcon- universe’s movement. Of course, having lots of
scends the logical, the rationalnotes the true basis of lifeandthe The power of chanting $100 bills is even better! Like-
the scientific. It comes from anuniverse. Andonconnotes ven- Nam-myoho-renge-kyo to ac-wise, in prayer, both quantity
intuitive recognition of the link, eration and reverence for that. tivate the universe’s protectiveand quality count.
the relation, the correspon- If you embrace somethingfunctions appeared in a movie We practice Buddhism to
dence between the individualthat is not the true basis of thea while ago, | believe. become happy. The main thing
and the universe. universe as an object of funda- is that each of us feels deep sa
Pressing one’s hands to-mental respect, everything willKimura: Yes, it waslnner isfaction after chanting. There
gether in prayer is one of thebe distorted, off track. For in- Space a story about travelingare no hard-and-fast rules
most noble human acts. stance, there are people whanside the microcosm of theabout having to chant a certair
Prayer is instinctual to regard money, the mass medighuman body. At one point, thenumber of hours.
human beings. When we're inscience and technology or highprotagonist chants Nam- Setting chanting targets
trouble, for instance, we in-academic status as the objectsiyoho-renge-kyo to breakcan be helpful, but when
stinctively wish to be helped orof supreme respect. through a crisis. you're tired or sleepy and are
protected. just mumbling along in a half-
Kimura: Yes. And | know that Ueda:One student writes say-conscious daze, it's better tq

Gakkai over coverage in
Gakkai publications of the
so-called Seattle Incident
his 1963 altercation with
prostitutes and subsequen
run-in with police in Seat-
tle. Nikken says that it never
happened, but the late Hiro
Clow, the SGI-USA mem-
ber who in effect rescued
him from arrest, testified in
1995 thatit did. The two po-|
lice officers on the scene
have given accounts cor
roborating her testimony.
Vice President Nozaki ex-|
plained Nov. 16 why the
Soka Gakkai youth division
newspaper, the Soka
Shimpo decided to cover
the Seattle Incident story in
the first place — to show
what Nikken was really
like. Mr. Nozaki will be
questioned by Nikken’s at-
torneys on Dec. 21.

— Jeff Farr

Kimura: Yes, I'm sure that there are some people who centéng that she doesn’t know howstop and go to bed. After

D
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OF THE PEOPLE, BY THE PEOPLE AND FOR EACH LIVING BEING
PERSPECTIVE.

Carrying my friend’s ques- muddy swamp of today’s prob-problem will need addressing,
tion further, could people’s lems.
abuse of Earth also be based on | found it refreshing how brochure for young people. At
ignorance of key values? Thethese consultations enable parvarious consultations, it has

By ANDY BRUCK Earth Charter aspires to identifyticipants to reflect on both thebeen encouraging to encounte
JACKSONVILLE, FLA. values that every world citizenCharter’s values as well as theimembers of numerous religious
. i 1s can embrace. Since the EC is awn. Psychology teaches thafaiths, environmentalists, civil
What is it like to

democratic, worldwide creationour perception is selective. Arights experts, a spiritual leade
in progress, any person or groupare plant | might not notice of an Indian tribe, professors,
may participate in or sponsor acould immediately attract ahousewives, and a woman whg
consultation through most ofbotanist’s attention. Because wanoved from the United States tq

participate in an Earth
Charter consultation?

Andy Bruck founditan 1999 and give feedback to anineach notice different things, wethe Amazon forest years ago.
ops h ternational drafting committee. can expand our own perspectivavant to see you there, too!
exc1t1ng processt at (See www.earthcharter.org forthrough dialogue like this. Since
made him reexamine more.). | was so impressed byoining the EC process, | have Contact Andy Bruck at
. participating in this activity that been modifying the governing rucl aol.com
his values icipating in thi ivity that b difying th i ABruck1821@aol

| have since attended other EQvalues | have developed, aspir-
events and want to draw in mying to be a more responsible cit
hat would drive a child to friends, neighbors, family mem-izen and consumer, to be mor
kill another?” an SGI bers and work colleagues. attuned to global economic in-
member recently asked follow- In his 1998 peace proposalequities. It's also amazing ho
ing a murder in Jacksonville.President lkeda says: “Themuchthe SGI Charter correlate
Later, the member said thatuilding of a world community, with the EC, also championing
without Buddhism, his life a global civilization of justice, the values of the sanctity of life,
would be limited, closed off compassion and hope mushuman rights, global citizen-
from the values he embraces. begin by...cultivating...a sharedship, religious freedom, toler- 1
Obviously, a child murderer ethos of cooperation and inter-ance, inter-religious coopera
lacks essential values that mightdlependence.... In this regard, tion,  cultural  diversity,
keep him or her out of trouble.want to propose the concept obymbiosis with the environ-
SGI President lkeda says, “Byshared or mutual value-creatiorment, and education.
conversing on a profound level,as a behavioral norm forthe new In a youth division discus-
people can awaken to a morera....” If we can mold a truly sion, we discovered that th
valuable way of life and find in- common value system as Presiwording is difficult for youth to
spiration to seek even highedent Ikeda suggests, perhaps wenderstand. If the EC is to b
value.” can find our way through thestudied the world over, that— =

Support Groups Hold First National Conference

Nov. 19-22, thgouth groups — Byakuren, tail. Presentations hours of the day and(and Gajokai mem-
division support Gajokai and Sokawere made on thenight, spirited and ber) Duncan Sheik
groups held their Group — came to- spirit of behind-the- determined discus-were highlights of a
first-ever conference gether to create a vi-scenes support, howsions could be heardcelebration Saturday
at the Florida Nature sion for the future. everyone can work all over the campus.night that set the
and Culture Center. To better understandtogether better, theSurprise perfor- FNCC record for
One hundred andone another, the his-temple issue and themances from flautist length (official) and
seventy-five mem- tory of each group mentor and disciple Nestor Torres andfor fun (unofficial)!

bers from the threewas presented in de-relationship. At all singer/songwriter (See Jonathan Wil-

Photo by JONATHAN WILSON

Singer/songwriter Duncan Sheik encourages behind-the-scenes youth volunteers at their FNCC conference, Nov. 21.

so | have been developing an EC
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Reproductive Rights  within our so- MAILBOX the Buddha is Buddhist practice. As future

ciety. The sex- something out- leaders and members of our or-

As an unabashed Buddhisism inherent in side ourselves. ganization, | want to instill in
abortion counselor, | want tothe anti-abortion agenda is justhat we have to explain afterltis my understanding that thethem the sense of responsibil:
comment on Kim Hawkins’ re- as important a human rightsyou're finished with your shak- Daishonin taught that the Bud-ity in continuously creating
marks (Oct. 28Vorld Tribung issue as racism and homophoing? Take, for instance, your in-dha nature is innate in everyand recreating an organizatio
in regard to the experience ofhia. We will never be free of formation about the book on theliving human, and we practicefor the American people as rep:
Bethany Wild (Sept. 1World these human rights abuses untfloor. It's possible that the con-Buddhism to nurture it and resentatives of the entire world
Tribuné. I have always felt that we address them all equallycept of a floor being a place ofbring it forth in our lives. There based on the foundation of the
there was a dearth of discussioand eradicate their root causedanger and disrespect is morés a danger, especially foressence of the Daishonin’s
in the SGI regarding women’s  —JENNIFER L. BENSON, universal than you teach....newer members, who mightBuddhism.
reproductive rights, as they are Brooklyn, N.Y.  Yourjudgment of “putting your read this and believe that chant- Thank you for having the
an integral part of the human book on the floor is not a biging is asking for help from courage and wisdom to write
rights that the SGI has always . . issue” might be true to the ex-“The Buddha” just as many eloquently of issues that can
championed. Regardmg Rituals tent that it is not a big issue toChristians believe that throughsometimes stir up controversy

I, too, found Bethany's ex- you, | think. Or, Lisa, | can Jesus they can get closer tonly because of the fear of]
perience to be a touching and am a member of 30+ yearsagree with you thatitis nota bigGod. I, for one, am not chant-change.
inspiring story of the power of who has been also leading aissue for those who are re-ng for outside help. — LISA HONN,
our Buddhist practice. But | some level for nearly as manyspectful of important things. The statement “Many Kansas City, Mo.
find it outrageous that such aryears.... | have had difficulty So, again, | support your Americans have no qualms
experience be used to encourwith all religions because of bringing up topics like this, but about putting books wherever |
age what appears to be a “prodoctrines, clergies and prac4 would like you to consider it's convenient” | also take ex- Mlsquote?
life” crisis pregnancy center. Astices that are departures fronendorsing the common prac-ception to. The fact that some
a counselor and patient educathe founders’ own words. Thistice of the Gakkai as it is now.people do not understand thdn the Nov. 13 issue, in “In My
torin clinics that perform abor- difficulty is multiplied when If these things are changing,subtle flow of life’s energy is Life,” Ulisse Gallo wrote: “I re-
tions, | know all too well that having to explain such prac-theTribuneis where the mem- not a reason to adjust our stanmembered what Nelson Man-
most crisis pregnancy centergices to people. bers will look to find them. dards to the lowest commondela said in his 1994 inaugura
have an anti-abortion agenda | believe that we should Please realize that your articleslenominator. | believe that itisaddress: ‘It is our light, not our
and carry out that agenda bycover topics such as the bell inwill be taken as SGl-endorsednot proper to put children ondarkness, that most frightens us.
conducting campaigns of mis-ways that the future membersvhen they are printed in edito-top of their heads (our crownWe ask ourselves, who am | tg
information. There have beenwill be able to readily discern rial style. | want you to know chakra) point the bottom of mybe brilliant, gorgeous, talented
many women making whatnecessity from custom andthatwhen you write somethingfeet at another human or theand fabulous? Actually, who are
they felt was the most wise,common practice. | hope thatthat some people think, “TheGohonzon, place certain ob-you not to be?”
compassionate decision possifuture topics will include more World Tribunesaid....” So jects on the floor, hang any- This supposed quote from
ble, who have been terrorizedabout bell-ringing and silent could you make such articlesthing on the same wall higherMandela has been circulating
by the inflammatory, and prayers, etc. more accurate and a little morehan the Gohonzon, wear a hahround the SGI-USA for ayea
downrightincorrect rhetoricof | would like to raise a cou- complete and containing moreor chew gum in the Gohonzonor so. However, if you read
these types of centers. ple of issues that were touchedupport for common Gakkairoom, and cross one’s legsMandela’s two inaugural

The most important aspectupon in Lisa Jones’ article practice (making clear that thewhile chanting. speeches, one given on May 9,
of our democratic society is that‘Bell, Book, Candle and Saxo- practice could change) so you We are chanting for human1994, and a second one given
we are able to make importanphone” in the Nov. 13ribune leave less for us to correct afterevolution and world peace.on May 10, 1994 — both of
life decisions based onourown You said, “The reason weyou've stirred things up? Attaining these goals will in- which are easily accessible o
conscience — choices involv-ring a bell is....” | have heard Your article on forbearancevolve doing something differ- the Internet — Mandela said
ing our beliefs about life, death,explanations that related to(Nov. 13 “Editorial”) was ap- ent(change)whichis often un-absolutely nothing like the
religion; spirituality cannot, sound and beauty, but the ong@reciated by me. It is the mostcomfortable. Crossing ourabove quote. His intent and
and should not be dictated byreason | remember is the funcdifficult of concepts for me to arms or legs is a sign of resiswording are entirely different

the personal beliefs of othertion of signaling. | mean that master, too. Thank you. tance and comfort, clearlyand more directly address the
people. Those actively involvedwe ring the bell to signal those — RALPH E. HICKEN, counter-productive to our peopletowhom he is speaking|.
in misinforming women about we are leading that, for in- Omaha, Neb. chanting. | can see around me I've been inquiring about

their reproductive choices notstance, it's time to chant that not many in our society un-this quote, and it has come tg
only endanger the physicaldaimoku three times.... Can derstand these issues, but thahy attention that it was proba-|

health of women but deny theyou recognize that we in thel have been looking forward todoesn’t mean itis not so, and tdly written by New Age guru
wisdom of women to make re-Gakkai use a particular kind ofand reading NSA/SGI publi- use “Americans” for our guide Marianne Williamson.
sponsible choices about theibell simply because we agreedations for almost 15 yearsin these matters is not the ad- — LIZ GOLDNER,
reproductive health, in essencéo be based upon a commorand have come to appreciat&ice | am looking for in the Huntington Beach, Calif.
denying their inherent Buddha-sound, and since the Gakkai ishe hard work and quality of World Tribune

hood. There is a widespreadhe gathering of those propayour staff. The following arti- | would rather read an arti- How To Write Us

movement in our country thatgating the Gohonzon, what wecle, though, seems a brealkle onthe mannerinwhich SGI

would not only want to deny do must be at least an acceptrom this tradition. President and Mrs. Ikeda set upl_etters printed here do not neg
women their reproductive able way? Can you allow that While | agree with Staff their altar than how Lisa thinks essarily reflect the opinions of the
rights but also deny the right ofa common practice is preferredNriter Lisa Jones that Nichirenit should be done. SGI-USA or theorld Tribune
each of us to practice Bud-to encouraging others to findDaishonin prescribed few for- — PETER DANNENFELSER I, Letters should be brief and are
dhism. Religious liberty and re-their own way? Obviously, malities in association with Sacramento, Calif. subjectto condensation. Because
productive rights are freedomsthat’s the way | want this kind Buddhist practice and that the of the volume of mail received
whose existence are mutuallyof thing to go. There are placesnostimportant thing is the sin-Working with younger youth unpublished letters cannot be a¢
dependent. | believe it is of thethat will look and sound really cerity of our offerings, | was division members, | con- knowledged. Not all letters car
utmost importance that weweird if we encourage toosurprised and disappointed tasciously look at the practices inbe printed, but they are all read.
speak out against...the “crisismuch diversion from the com-read her advice and sarcastiour organization to realize By Mail: Mailbox,World Tri-
pregnancy” centers throughoutmon practice of the Gakkai, I1tone in the article “Bell, Book, whether they are rooted in cul-bune,606 Wilshire Blvd., P.O.
the nation....We have begun tdhink. Candle and Saxophone.” ture or the Daishonin’s Bud- Box 1427, Santa Monica, CA
make strides in addressing | like the idea that you can  She writes, “The reason wedhism. | want them to know 90406-1427. By Fax: (310) 260
racism and homophobia, bothshake up people’s perspectiveing the bell is to offer beauti- that these cultural practices are8910. On the Internet: wt@sgi
within our organization and of the norm. But do you know ful sounds to the Buddha,” as ifnot necessarily essential to outusa.org.

D
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Heart-to-Heart Culture

On Nov. 22, the 1st Korean Culture Festival was held at the Los Angeles
Friendship Center. The atmosphere certainly was not subdued, as
traditional Korean dances were performed in bright, colorful costumes.
An energetic skit by youth and music by a jazz band rounded out the
morning. There was true “Heart-to-Heart Dialogue” — the theme of the
meeting — as many among the 450 attendees enjoyed tasty refreshmen
afterward. Messages from SGI President Ikeda, SGI-USA General
Director Fred Zaitsu and SGI of Korea General Director Park Jae I
were read. Mr. Zaitsu shared President Ikeda’s encouragement that “the
people’s movement of the SGI is a great, dynamic cultural movement.
Let us strive together for our fulfillment, for the welfare of our

lead the world in the direction of peace and prosperity through the
pursuit of justice and truth — this is the goal of Buddhism.”
— JAMES LEE

OV R 119 3 S8 More on how prayer works
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Disertacion del Presidente
Ikeda:de la serieAprendamos
del Gosho, La eterna ensefian-
za de Nichiren Daishonin.

Perfeccionar la entidad eter-
na de nuestra vida

(Qué es el Budismo, en dltima
instancia? El canon budista
abarca un inmenso niimero de es-
crituras, conocidas como las
ochenta y cuatro mil ensefianzas.
Luego, existen innumerables co-
mentarios. Tratar de comprender
semejante volumen de ensefian-
zas sin ayuda es como viajar por
una selvaimpenetrable sin mapa.

Sin embargo, Nichiren Dai-
shonin sefiala claramente: “Las
ochenta y cuatro mil ensefianzas
son como el diario de nuestra
propia vida”.? En otras palabras,
los sutras budistas son una
crénica, un registro, un diario de
nuestro ser. “Se refieren a us-
tedes”, estd diciendo. “No hay
una sola cosa en los sutras que no
pertenezca a su vida”.

La vida trasciende el
nacimiento y la muerte

Concebir la vida y la muerte
como realidades separadas es
dejarse atrapar por la ilusién
del nacimiento y la muerte.
Es una forma de pensar dis-
torsionada y erronea Cuando
examinamos la naturaleza de
la vida con un estado de per-
fecta iluminacion [es decir,
con la verdadera iluminacién
del que ha despertado del
suefio de ilusiones, vemos que
no hay un inicio que sefiale el
nacimiento y que, por lo tan-
to, tampoco hay un final que
marque la muerte. ;La vida
concebida de este modo no
trasciende el nacimiento y la
muerte? La vida no puede ser
consumida por el fuego al tér-
mino del kalpa ni ser arrasa-
da por las aguas de una
inundacién. No la cortan las
espadas ni la atraviesan las
flechas. Aunque cabe en una
semilla de mostaza, la semilla
no se expande ni la vida se
contrae. Aunque colma la
vastedad del espacio, el espa-
cio no es ancho en exceso ni la
vida, demasiado pequeiia.

—Gosho Zenshu, pig. 563 —

La muerte es un asunto de
mdxima importancia para todas
las personas, sin excepcion.
Nadie puede decir. sincera-
mente, que la muerte no le pre-
ocupa. Pero, al mismo tiempo,
hay pocas cuestiones a las que se
depare una consideracién tan su-
perficial. Se dice que hay dos
cosas que el hombre no puede

Material De Estudio

— Diciembre —

Gosho:

‘La Ensefnanza Suprema
Expuesta Por Todos Los Budas
Del Pasado, Presente Y Futuro’

mirar de lleno: el
Sol y la muerte.

El fil6sofo
francés Blaise
Pascal (1623-
1662) lament6
que la gente
rehuyese
pensar en su
propia mor-
talidad: “Esta
negligencia,
en un asunto
que pone en
juego su
eternidad, su ser,
su todo, mis que
lastima, me llena de
irritacién; me quita el
habla y me deja azo-
rado”.> Su desazén ante la
actitud irracional de la gente, in-
diferente a la muerte, lo haciaem-
plear un lenguaje tan enfético.

{Qué es la muerte? ;Qué
sucede con nosotros una vez que
morimos? No abordar estas
cuestiones es como pasar toda la
época de estudiante sin jamds
considerar siquiera qué haremos
de nuestra vida una vez gradua-
dos.

Sin enfrentar el tema de la
muerte, no podemos establecer
un firme rumbo en la vida;
atender la cuestién de la muerte
brinda estabilidad y hondura a
nuestro Vivir.

Las diversas figuras reli-
giosas, filésofos y cientiticos
han expuesto muchas visiones
sobre la vida y la muerte, a lo
largo de los tiempos. Sin entrar
en un andlisis detallado, es jus-
to decir que el conocimiento
humano no ha avanzado lo su-
ficiente para poder afirmar o
negar concluyentemente la posi-
bilidad de la vida después de la
muerte. La ciencia, por ejemp-
lo, toma como objeto de inves-
tigacién aquellos fendmenos
que se pueden discernir medi-
ante los cinco érganos sensori-
ales; lo que sucede después de
1a muerte excede su dmbito. En
otras palabras, su postura ini-
cial la descalifica para hablar

sobre el tema
de un modo u otro.

Ninguna visién sobre la na-
turaleza de la existencia puede
brindar pruebas directas de lo
que sucede después de la
muerte. Por lo tanto, yo creo
que més que tratar de comparar
los méritos relativos de cada
enfoque, es mucho mds pro-
ductivo preguntarnos de qué
modo una determinada visién
de la vida y la muerte influye
en la existencia actual y con-
creta de la gente, ver si la
vuelve mds fuerte o mds débil,
mds feliz o mds desdichada.

ElBudismo ensefia que la vida
es eterna. Por eso, nos alienta a
emplear esta existencia para per-
feccionar y mejorar la entidad
eterna de nuestra vida. La felici-
dad eterna, explica el Budismo,
yace precisamente en esta clase
de labor. Si uno tiene en cuenta
que la vida perdura eternamente,
a lo largo del pasado, presente y
futuro, lograr nuestra revolucién
humana se convierte en el
propdsito mds importante de
nuestra existencia. Cuando per-
feccionamos y revolucionamos
nuestro ser, entonces la vida pasa
a ser un motivo de dicha, y tam-
bién la muerte se vive con alegria;

pero, ademads, uno ex-
perimenta la felici-
dad en las vidas fu-
turas. ;Hay algo
mas eterno que
esto?

En una carta
escrita a su
seguidor Shijo
Kingo, Nichi-
ren Daishonin
dice: “Por
mucho que

usted aprecie su
7 finca, cuando

muera, inevitable-
y mente quedard en
¥ manos ajenas”.® El
7 Daishonin le dice que no
se aferre codiciosamente a
sus posesiones. Muy a
menudo, los hombres no quieren
admitir su propia mortalidad. Y,
a raiz de ello, terminan culti-
vando apegos a cosas que no
poseen valor esencial.

En su obra Ensayos, el filé-
sofo francés renacentista Mon-
taigne (1533-1592) revela el
siguiente episodio referido aun
rey de la antigua Grecia, que se
proponia conquistar Italia:

Cuando el rey Pirro resolvic
invadir a Italia, su sabio conse-
Jjero Cineas quiso hacerle sen-
tir la vanidad de su ambicion y
le dijo: “;A qué fin ejecutas
esa empresa, sefior?” “Al de
hacerme duefio de Italia.” “Y
luego?” “Luego—repuso el
otro—Iré a la Galia y a Es-
paia.” “;Y después?” “Sub-
yugaré Africa, y cuando al
cabo tenga el mundo bajo mi
dominio descansaré y viviré
contento 'y sosegado.” “Por
Dios, sefior—replicé Cineas—,
que no sé por qué no empiezas
poniéndote en ese estado desde
ahora. Si: no sé cémo no te
dedicas desde hoy a lo que
dices que aspiras, ahorrando
tantas dificultades y trabajos
como estableces entre ti y el-
los.”s

Esta anécdota se relata, ori-
ginalmente, en las vidas parale-
las, de Plutarco. Siglos

después, fue citada por Pascal y
otros pensadores.

Lo cierto es que a la gente no
le agrada contemplar su propia
vida y enfrentar su mortalidad:
tanto les disgusta, que van detrds
de cualquier cosa que los absor-
ba y los distraiga de ese en-
frentamiento. Evitan el aspecto
esencial, que es el perfec-
cionamiento de la propia vida, y
finalmente llegan a la muerte sin
haberse preparado para ese mo-
mento. Esta anécdota nos ensefia
la insensatez de esa forma de
Vivir.

Tolstoy escribi6: La muerte
es mds cierta que el mariana; es
mds segura que la noche que
sigue al dia, que el invierno que
sigue al verano. ;Por qué, en-
tonces, nos preparamos para la
noche y para el invierno, mas no
para la muerte? Debemos
prepararnos para el morir; pero
hay una sola manera de hacerlo.
y consiste en vivir bien.®

“Vivir bien” significa desa-
rrollar, cultivar y elevar la
propia vida. Sécrates decia que
esto era “ocuparse del alma”.
También conllevan el mismo
sentido su célebre frase: “La
filosoffa es prepararse para la
muerte”.

En el pasaje de Gosho cita-
do, ni destruida por las armas.
Se fusiona con el universo, en
toda su vastedad, pero al mis-
mo tiempo puede adoptar la
forma de una mindscula semilla
de mostaza. Verdaderamente.
existe en el estado perfecta-
mente libre de nosustancialidad
(en japonés, ku).

El Budismo ensefia de qué
forma podemos controlar con
firmeza la funcién y el poder de
este aspecto libre e irrestricto de
la vida, que es la fuerza de la
Ley Mistica, la enseiianza de los
tres mil estados contenidos en
cada instante de la vida (ichinen
sanzen). Y aqui se encuentra el
significado primordial de la fe.

Dentro de nosotros, existe
una fuerza vital indestructible
igual al poder del universo.
Cuando uno toma contacto con
esta fuerza vital, no hay sufri-
miento ni aflicciéon que no se
pueda revertir.

Todoes los seres manifies-
tan las prodigiosas fun-
ciones de la vida

Las personas, confundidas
por su propia mente, no com-
prenden la verdadera natura-
leza de su vida ni toman
conciencia de ella. El Buda
comprende y manifiesta las
prodigiosas funciones de la
vida, que ¢él califica de
“trascendentales”. “Trascen-

Por favor vea GOSHO, pdg. B
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dental” significa que gobier-
na todas las leyes de la vida y
que no se encuentra ostruido
por nada. Esta libre fuerza
trascendental existe en la
vida de todos los seres anima-
des. Por ende, los zorros, los
tejones y criaturas seme-
jantes pueden manifestar sus
respectivos poderes trascen-
dentales. Esta es la expresion
de] su propia iluminacién rel-
ativa. Y es de esta dnica enti-
dad de la vida de donde
surgen las diferencias entre
las distintas tierras.

— Gosho Zenshu, pag, 563 —

El verdadero poder trascen-
dental no tiene nada que ver con
ciertas aptitudes sobrenaturales,
sino que es la capacidad de ayu-
dar a los demds a ser felices.
Nichiren Daishonin dice: “Fuera
de la manifestacién del estado
de Buda, no hay ningiin ‘secre-
to’ y ningin ‘poder trascenden-
tal”.’

Manifestar este verdadero
poder trascendental significa
perfeccionar y cultivar exhausti-
vamente la esencia eterna de
nuestro ser y elevarnos hacia el
estado de la Budeidad. Cuando
uno actia asi, puede concretar
una felicidad eterna y establecer
un estado de vida donde es posi-
ble ayudar a que los demads tam-
bién sean felices.

Puede ser que uno, con
poderes sobrenaturales, logre
volar por el cielo. Pero poder
volar no nos va a hacer felices.
Y, si vamos al caso, cualquiera
puede volar subiéndose a un
avién.

El Daishonin dice que de esa
tnica entidad de vida surgen las
diferencias entre las tierras. Esto
quiere decir que hasta la tierra y
el ambiente fisico varian de
acuerdo con el estado de vida de
las personas que habitan en e-
llos. El poder de transformar in-
cluso el medio circundante
existe dentro del corazén hu-
mano.

Si una persona realiza una
gran revolucién humana, puede
modificar el destino de la hu-
manidad y del planeta. El Bu-
dismo y el Sutra del Loto
alientan a las personas a tomar
conciencia de este inmenso
poder, y les permiten extraerlo
para aplicarlo positivamente.
Dan al pueblo el medio para cul-
tivarse plenamente y abrir los
ojos al poder ilimitado que exis-
te en su vida.

A través de un estricto entre-
namiento, un atleta puede ex-
traer el maximo de su capacidad
y fortaleza fisica. Del mismo
modo, de nuestra practica de-
pende la medida en que mani-

festemos nuestro poder latente y
la verdadera esencia de nuestra
vida. La disciplina requerida es
la préctica budista, es la fe. Des-
de el punto de vista de la
eternidad de la vida, a lo largo
del pasado, presente y futuro,
establecer una sélida fe resulta
ser un objetivo de suprema im-
portancia. En verdad, el princi-
pal propésito de uno en esta vida
deberfa ser consolidar una fe in-
amovible.

El Daishonin dice: “Explicar
el prodigio de la vida es el prin-
cipal objetivo de todos los su-
tras. El que ha tomado
conciencia de las funciones de la
vida se denomina ‘El Que Asi
Llega™ (Gosho Zenshu, pag.
564). El Budismo revela el
“prodigio de la vida” desde
una diversidad de dngulos. Ma-
nifestar el estado de Buda es
adquirir una plena comprensién
de esa maravilla que es la vida.

El Buda capta el “prodi-
gio de la vida” en forma
cabal

Explicar el prodigio de la
vida es el principal objetivo
de todos los sutras [que
Shakyamuni predicé durante
su existencia], que se denomi-
nan ‘las ochentas y cuatro mil
enseiianzas’. Todas estas doc-
trinas existen en nuestra
vida; en consecuencia, las
ochenta y cuatro mil en-
sefianzas son como el diario
de nuestra propia vida.
Nosotros llevamos y
abrazamos las ochenta y cua-
tro mil ensefianzas en nuestra
vida. Suponer que el Buda, la
Ley y la tierra pura del Pico
del Aguila existen fuera de
nuestra vida y buscarlas
afuera de nosotros constituye
una ilusién.

— Gosho Zenshu, pags. 563-64 —

Se dice que hay ochenta y
cuatro mil sutras. Y es asi
porque se cree que el ser hu-
mano tiene ochenta y cuatro mil
deseos mundanos, y que los su-
tras esclarecen la forma de su-
perar dichas ansias. Los sutras
son un registro de la propia vida
del Buda. Pero, el mismo tiem-
po, “el ejemplo de una persona
representa la verdad imparcial
inherente a todos los seres hu-
manos”, Son un diario de la vida
de cada persona, y que podamos
creerlo, que podamos recordar-
lo, es algo que depende integra-
mente de nosotros mismos.

El Budismo es una ensefian-
za expuesta para cada uno de
nosotros. Cuando uno capta y
comprende el “prodigio de la
vida”, obtiene una libertad total
y absoluta. No hay sufrimiento
que no se pueda superar: no

hay oracién que uno no pueda
hacer realidad. Entonces, uno
adquiere buena fortuna y entra
en la travesia de la vida eterna,
donde el vivir y el morir son
una alegria por igual. La felici-
dad no existe fuera de nosotros
mismos. Se encuentra adentro,
en el estado de vida que con-
struimos. La civilizacién mo-
derna constantemente nos insta
a mirar hacia afuera. Se dice
que la nuestra es una cultura
que se ha olvidado de la
muerte. El morir ha pasado a
ser un anatema; la gente trata
de evitar pensar en la muerte,
sin tener contacto con ella.
(Pero ignorar la muerte en-
riquece la vida?

La ciencia puede posterger el
fallecimiento, pero nunca elimi-
narlo. La muerte es una condi-

Dentro de
nosotros, existe
una fuerza vital
indestructible
igual al poder
del universo.
Cuando uno
toma contacto
con esta fuerza
vital, no hay
sufrimiento ni
afliccion que no
se pueda
revertir.

cién de la vida humana; nadie
puede eludirla. Por lo tanto, la
civilizacién que olvida la muerte
también olvida al ser humano. Y
la civilizacion que se olvida del
ser humano nunca podra hacer
feliz al pueblo.

Tolstoy dice: “Hombre es-
clarecido es aquel que sabe por
qué vive y qué debe hacer. No
tratéis de ser instruidos o cultos;
en cambio, tratad de esclarecer-
los™.?

En tal sentido, ;no es “es-
clarecida” la vida de los miem-
bros de la SGI, que se
esfuerzan por cultivarse interi-
ormente y servir a los demds
basados en la conciencia de que
la vida es eterna?

Dentro de la SGI, hay incon-
tables epopeyas conmovedoras
sobre la vida y la muerte. Una
persona, después de manifestar
su agradecimiento hacia la

SGI, dijo, justo antes de morir:
“Enseguida vuelvo”. Otra
sefiora, con una dulce sonrisa,
cerré los ojos y dijo: “Rena-
ceré de inmediato y regresaré al
jardin del kosen-rufu”. Otro
muri6 escuchando sus can-
ciones favoritas de la Soka
Gakkai, como “cancién de los
camaradas” o “cantar de la re-
volucién humana”. Depués de
relatar enérgicamente su suefio:
emprender grandes actividades
en su préxima existencia. ;No
son personas ‘“esclarecidas”,
que han tomado conciencia de
la eternidad de la vida y han en-
frentado la muerte con total
compostura?

La civilizacién centrada en
“cultivar la vida” respeta la
dignidad humana y la excelen-
cia del hombre, y atesora a las
personas sabias.

En nuestra sociedad moder-
na, donde se asigna tanto valor
a la riqueza material y a la efi-
cacia, las personas suelen ser
juzgadas por su “utilidad”. A
rafz de esto, los ancianos y en-
fermos sufren una injusta mar-
ginaciéon. Digo que la
civilizacién que no enfrenta la
muerte de Ileno es la misma
que abandona a sus integrantes
en la vejez y la enfermedad. En
sociedaddes donde la
poblacién anciana es cada vez
méis numerosa, el futuro
adquiere un cariz sombrio.

Pero no es esto lo que ocurre
en una civilizacién que atesora
la madurez humana y la pro-
fundidad de la sabiduria. Si hay
valor en los tiernos brotes ver-
nales y en la luz estival, tam-
bién hay valor en los maduros
drboles del otofio y en los
grandiosos crepisculos del in-
vierno.

Esto es mucho mds claro en
las personas que practican el
Budismo. Para nosotros, la vejez
es una época de plenitud insu-
perable, donde uno da los toques
finales al “diario de oro” de su
vida y logra la Budeidad en esa
misma existencia. Son dias de
misién, en que uno puede narrar
a los demds el “prodigio de la
vida” y el “poder del espiritu”,
tal como los ha experimentado,
tal como los ha demostrado en
forma real y concreta en su
propia forma de vivir. Esta exis-
tencia que estamos viviendo es
irremplazable, es valiosisima.
Cuando el gran escritor ruso Fe-
dor Dostoievsky (1821-1881)
era joven, fue arrestado por sus
actividades revolucionarias. A
raiz del proceso, lo condenaron
a muerte. El y sus compafieros
fueron llevados al sitio de ejecu-
cién, donde los ataron a sendas
estacas Los soldados apuntaron
sus armas. El solo pensar que en
un par de segundos ya no estaria
mas en el mundo desencadend

una reaccién poderosa en Dos-
toievsky. Un personaje de una
de sus novelas piensa, en la mis-
ma situacién que el autor:

“¢Y si no muriese? ;Y si me
hiciesen gracia de la vida? ;Qué
eternidad! Todo esto seria
mio...jOh, entonces cada minu-
to serfa para mi una existencia
nueva, no perderia ni uno, con-
taria todos los instantes de mi
vida, para no malgastar
ninguno...!”

La ejecucion se canceld en el
dltimo minuto, pero el episodio
dejé6 en Dostoievsky una im-
pronta de por vida. Su experien-
cia fue extrema, es verdad, pero
si pensamos en ella objetiva-
mente, todos vamos a morir sin
falta, al margen de que nuestra
vida sea mas corta 0 més larga.
Desde ese punto de vista, todos
somos ‘“prisioneros condenados
a muerte”.

Dicho sea de paso, entiendo
que, en los dltimos tiempos, se
estdn instrumentando proyectos
para educar a la gente en cues-
tiones referidas a la muerte. En
una de las iniciativas, por ejem-
plo, se le hace imaginar a la
gente que le quedan tres meses
de vida y se la alienta a pensar
de qué manera emplearia ese
tiempo. Esta clase de ejercicios
instan a las personas a pensar se-
riamente en lo que necesitan
concretar en la vida. Tolstoy ob-
servo:

Si un hombre sabe que va a
morir en treinta minutos, en
esa media hora hard nada
trivial ni insensato, ni, por
supuesto, nada malo. Pero el
medio siglo que os separa de
la muerte ;es tan distinto de
esa media hora?'”

Debemos trabajar enérgica-
mente. Debemos desarrollarnos.
Como afirma el Daishonin:
“Haga surgir una fe profunda y
pula su espejo dia y noche, con
ahinco y esmero”.!! Alli se en-
cuentra el objetivo primordial de
la vida y la conclusién de “La
ensefianza suprema expuesta por
todos los budas del pasado, pre-
sente y futuro”. Diariamente, -
evamos a cabo esta practica, que
es la esencia del Budismo. Es lo
mismo que dominar las ochenta
y cuatro mil ensefianzas.

Vivamos con conciencia del
prodigio sublime que es la vida,
vivamos conscientes de que
cada dfa es un tesoro sin precio.

(Asi concluye la disertacion
del presidente Ikeda sobre el
Gosho “La ensefianza suprema
expuesta por todos los budas del
pasado. presente y futuro™.)
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ichiren Daishonin

escribi6 “La En-

seflanza suprema ex-

puesta por todos los
Budas del pasado, presente y
futuro” mientras residfa en el
Monte Minobu en octubre de
1279 a la edad de 58 afios.De-
bido a que el documento origi-
nal ya no existe,es desconocido
el recipiente y los antecedentes
precisos de este gosho. Una
teoria declara que el recipiente
fue Toki Jonin, uno de los
primeros creyentes laicos del
Daishonin y destacado erudito.
Jonin recibié muchas cartas del
Daishonin y las catalogé, sin
embargo este escrito no
aparece en su archivo.

1279 fue un afio tumultuoso
para la nacién japonesa, asi
como para el Daishonin y sus
discipulos. Necesidades primor-
diales como alimentos, vesti-
mentas y albergue eran tan
inadecuadas en el Monte Mi-
nobu que su salud comenzé a
deteriorar. En julio de este afio,
un dirigente del gobierno shogu-
nato en Kamakura, Hojo
Tokimune, ordené la deca-
pitaciéon de un Mongél que
habia sido enviado por Kublai
Khan con un mensaje de-
manddndole al japén la rendi-
cibn a Mongolia. Otras
delegaciones habian sido en vi-
adas anteriormente, y una in-
vasién inminente amenazé la
nacién en 1274. Las fuerzas mil-
itares Mongoélicas sobrepasaban
enormemente al de la pequefia
isla del Jap6n y sus habitantes
temian una segunda invasién.

En septiembre, alarmados
por el éxito de la rapida propa-
gacién de las ensefianzas del
Daishonin, Gyochi, comisiona-
do encargado de los sacerdotes
de Ryusen-ji, una escuela
Tendai en la 4rea de Atsuhara
de la provincia Suruga, conspird
para arrestar con cargos falsos a
veinte campesinos creyentes
del Budismo del Daishonin. El-
los fueron trasladados a Ka-
makura y enjuiciados por Hei
no saemon, comisionado encar-
gado del las Fuerzas Militares y
el Departamento de la Policia,
una poderosa figura politica
que por muchos afios conspiré
para oprimir al Daishonin y a
sus seguidores. Los

campesinos resueltamente re-
husaron abandonar su fe, y
como resultado tres de ellos
fueron ejecutados, y el resto
expulsados. El 12 de octubre en
medio de esta persecusion
acaecida a sus seguidores, el
Daishonin inscribe el Dai-Go-
honzon para el bienestar de
toda la humanidad, asi
cumpliendo el propésito de su
advenimiento. Fue en este mis-
mo mes que el Daishonin es-
cribi6 esta carta. Y no cabe
duda que el incidente de los
campesinos de Atsuhara ten-
dria que haber estado vivido en
su mente. Como podemos ver
con la inscripcién del Dai Go-
honzon. El corazén del Daisho-
nin tiene que haber estado
ardiendo con una profunda
pasion por la felicidad y paz de
la humanidad.

En esta carta, el Daishonin
afirma que el Sutra del Loto es
“La ensefianza suprema ex-
puesta por todos los Budas del
pasado, presente y futuro”, de-
signacién que también es el ti-
tulo de este Gosho. El compara
el Sutra del Loto con las en-
sefianzas pre-Sutra del Loto
desde el punto de vista de
varias perspectivas. A través de
un minucioso examen, el Dai-
shonin elucida que el Sutra del
Loto revela la Iluminacién del
Buda, mientras que las en-
seflanzas pre-Sutra del Loto
son provisionales en el sentido
de que ellas fueron expuestas
de acuerdo a las condiciones y
la capacidad de la gente. y con-
cluye que el Sutra del Loto
contiene la verdad esencial del
Budismo y que la aplicaciéon
practica del sutra capacita a las
personas comunes en el Ultimo
Dia de la Ley lograr la ilumi-
nacion.

En su disertacion de este
gosho, el Presidente de la SGI
Daisaku Ikeda escribe:

Debemos trabajar enérgica-
mente. Debemos desarrollarnos.
Como afirma el Daishonin:
“Haga surgir una fe profunda y
pula su espejo dia g noche, con
ahinco y esmero”.”® Allf se en-
cuentra el objetivo primordial de
la vida y 1a conclusién de “La en-
sefilanza suprema expuesta por
todos los budas del pasado, pre-
sente v futuro™.

Por KEN'ICHIRO UCHIDA

Aqui el enfatiza el punto e-
sencial de esta carta, en la cual
el Daishonin declara: “Suponer
que el Buda, la Ley y la tierra
pura del Pico del Aguila exis-
ten fuera de nuestra vida y bus-
carlas afuera de nosotros
constituye una ilusién.

En otras palabras el mensaje
de este gosho es desarrollar
nuestra fe, o sea, fortalecer
nuestra convicciéon de que
poseemos “el Buda,” “la
Ley” y “la tierra pura del
Pico de Aguila.” Aqui, Buda
puede ser descrito en térmi-
nos generales como la
suprema esencia de la hu-
manidad; la Ley-La Ley de
Nam-myoho-renge-kyo, la
cual late en todas las activi-
dades del universo; y la tie-
rra pura del Pico de Aguila
una metidfora a menudo cita-
da por el Daishonin por el
estado de iluminacién, o la
felicidad indestructible de la
Budeidad. Tener tal creencia
y conviccidn es lo que sig-
nifica tener fe en el Gohon-
zon.

En referencia a ésto, el Pre-
sidente Ikeda escribe: “Desde
el punto de vista de la eternidad
de la vida, a lo largo del pasa-
do, presente y futuro, estable-
cer una sélida fe resulta ser un
objetivo de suprema importan-
cia. En verdad, el principal
prop6sito de uno en esta vida
deberia ser consolidar una fe
inamovible.”

Desarrollar y fortalecer
nuestra fe, entonces, es nuestro
objetivo fundamental como
Budistas, pero, jacaso no es la
fe el medio hacia un fin,y no el
fin en si? Es sin duda el medio
para lograr una felicidad ge-
nuina y duradera que es

sin6émino a lo que llamamos la
Budeidad, o iluminacién.

La palabra fe por supuesto
quiere decir creencia, pero hay
muchas formas y grados de
creencias, no todas de ellas son
buenas o positivas. Sin embar-
go, en el Budismo del Daisho-
nin, buscamos el significado
mads profundo de la fe. En nues-
tra préctica, la fe puede ser in-
terpretada como nuestro estado
de vida, un estado de vida en el
cual nada puede influenciar
nuestra conviccion de que “el
Buda,” “la Ley” y “la tierra
pura” existe en nuestras vidas
sin importar nuestras circuns-
tancias. Tal confianza y convic-
cién, junto a nuestra oracién y
prictica, tiene el poder de ex-
traer estas cualidades de nues-
tro interior. Nos permite
apreciar y respetar ese poten-
cial innato en los demés.Al ser
capaz de palpar nuestras mads
intrinsicas y elevadas cuali-
dades, como vitalidad y
sabiduria, no podemos evitar
ser felices. Esto es lo que
quiere decir ser un Buda. Des-
de este punto de vista, la fe es
el sin6nimo de la felicidad, En
este sentido, Nichikan, el
26avo sumo prelado de Taise-
kiji, quien es conocido por sus
esfuerzos para corregir los e-
rrores de sus predecesores y
restaurador de las ensefianzas
del Daishonin, dice: “El
corazén que firmemente cree
en el Sutra del Loto se le llama
en si mismo el estado de Buda.

Por lo tanto, mientras mas
fortalecemos y desarrollamos
nuestra fe, mas estableceremos
una felicidad duradera dentro
de nuestras vidas. Al darnos
cuenta de que no tenemos que
buscar la felicidad fuera de
nosotros, y que un manantial de
felicidad y fortuna existe den-

tro de nosotros, es tener fe, ser
feliz. Este es el punto primor-
dial que el Daishonin enfatiza
en “La Ensefianza suprema ex-
puesta por Todos los Budas del
Pasado, Presente y Futuro.”

— Traduccién de los an-
tecedentes del Living Bud-
dhism, noviembre 1998.
Por Cesarina Caro —

NOTAS:

! “Sanzen Shobutsu Sokanmon
Kyoso Hairyu” (Gosho Zenshu,
pags. 558-75,) escrito por el
Daishonin en octubre de 1279, a
los cincuenta y ocho afios.

2 Gosho Zenshu, pag. 563.

3 Pascal, Blaise: Pensées (Pen-
samientos), trad. al inglés por
AlJ. Krailsheimer, Penguin
Books, Nueva York, 1966, pags.
156-57.

4 The Major Writings of Nichiren
Daishonin, vol. 3, pag. 238.

3 Montaigne, Michel Eyquem de:
Ensayos Completos, trad, del
francés, Juan G. de Luaces, edi-
torial Iberia S.A., Barcelona,
1968, vol.1, pag. 218.

¢ Tolstoy, Le6n: The Pathway of
Life (El sendero de la vida), trad.
al inglés por Archibal J. Wolfe,
International Book Publishing
Company, Nueva York, 1919,
parte 2, pag. 179.

" Ib., pag. 564.

8 Tolstoy, Leén: The Pathway of
Life (El sendero de la vida), parte
1, pag. 296.

? Dostoievsky, Fedor: El principe
idiota, trad. por Rosa Maria
Phillips, Editorial Porria,

S.A., México 1986, séptima edi-
cion, pag. 41.

!0 Tolstoy, Leén: The pathway of
life (El sendero de la vida), parte
2, pag. 32.

""" Los principales escritos de
Nichiren Daishonin, vol. 1, pag. 5.
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DISTRITO DEL
CONDADO EN
PUERTO
RICO
PRESENTA

Exposicién De Arte

Por Andy Sanchez
San Juan, PR.

El 12 de julio el distrito del
Condado del 4rea de Puerto Rico,
como parte del Gongyo de la Paz
Mundial, presenté una exposi-
ci6nde arte. La participaci6n, que
originalmente se contempl6 lim-
itar a los varios artistas miembros
del distrito, se ampli6 para incluir
artistas de todos los distritos que
componen ¢l area de Puerto Rico.
El tema de la exposicion fue Cel-
ebrando la Vida. Participaron un
total de 13 artistas y 23 obras.
Significativo fue también que ese
dia se conmemor6 el Dia de la
Relacién Maestro/Discipulo.

Josué Santos (Cheko) es pintor
profesional y, bisicamente, estuvo
a cargo del montaje. Expresé que
€l tenfa un deseo real de que se
hicieralamuestra con los recursos
que fuera, ya que una propuesta
similar anterior al nivel de 4rea,
por diversas razones, no prospero.
Fue un éxito, afirma Cheko. El se
inspir6 en el presidente Ikeda, en
cuanto a crear historia, en hacer
cosas que no se han hecho. Se sor-
prendié ante la reaccién rdpida y
armoniosa de todos los involucra-
dos. Su determinacidn es hacer
mejores exposiciones en el futuro
y convertir esto en una tradicién.
Como participante revel6 que se
sinti6 contento y que exhibi6 una
obra que no habia expuesto nunca
y que €l considera como uno de
sus mejores trabajos.

Dania Jendi es arquitecta 'y su
alegria al participar surgi6 de ver
que el grupo lograra hacer el
montaje y de constatar el creci-
miento del grupo.

José Luis Vargas es pintor pro-
fesional y maestro de arte. Su es-
posa Emma Holister también es
pintora profesional (y al mo-
mento de redactar este articulo se
encuentra en su natal Inglaterra.)
Como miembros del distrito de
Caguas, gentilmente apoyaron la
actividad al exhibir varias obras.
José Luis nos dice que, con laex-
posicién, se percaté de la abun-
dancia de talento que hay en la
comunidad budista. Propuso de-
sarrollar una Division de Arte,
Cuiltura y Educacién. También
afirmé que la muestra fue s6loun
comienzo.

Marta Mejia Castafier, por su
juventud en la practica atin no ha

recibido Gohonzon. Participé den-
tro del comienzo de una hace
tiempo sofiada carrera artistica.
Para ella la experiencia fue suma-
mente positiva, también un buen
comienzo. Sugiri6 la participacién
de los nifios en una futura actividad.

Ana Victoria Vidal (Toya) es
pintora e ilustradora profesional.
También es profesora de arte en
la Universidad del Sagrado
Corazén. Expresé que el grupo
aprendi6 a organizar una activi-
dad de envergadura. Hubo la
oportunidad de que los partici-
pantes se dieran a conocer por
algo por lo cual se destacan.
Ademis declaré que la exposi-
cién fue propicia, pues el artista
necesita mostrar su arte.

Es médico de profesién. Nef-
talf Brito nos explica que su par-
ticipacién en la exposicién mas
que una experiencia, fue fortuna
pues era la primera vez que ex-
hibfa piblicamente su obra. Fue
el segundo participante que su-
giri6 la participacion de los nifios
en una futura ocasion

Es médico de profesién. Nef-
tali Brito nos explica que su par-
ticipacién en la exposicién més
que una experiencia, fue fortuna
pues era la primera vez que ex-
hibia piiblicamente su obra. Fue
el segundo participante que su-
giri6 la participacién de los nifios
en una futura ocasion.

Héctor Gerena es Progra-
mador Senior en el principal
Banco de Puerto Rico. Fue el
tinico que exhibid fotografias. Su
participacién significé mucho
para él como artista pues igual
que Neftalf, tuvo la oportunidad
de exponer por primera vez.
Ademds se sinti¢ honrado de par-
ticipar conjuntamente con artis-

tas profesionales.

Astrid Lopez es artesana pro-
fesional. Su participacién con
pinturas y obras de artesania le re-
calcé laimportancia de, como ser
humano, hacer kosen-rufu. El
hacer un esfuerzo por contribuir

“con algo le ayudé6 a valorar las

cosas que hace, explicé.

Delvis Ortiz es de los medios
de comunicacién y anfitriona de
un programa de entrevistas tele-
viso local.

Significé mucho para ella par-
ticipar porque fue un vehiculo
para la inspiraci6n y para desple-
gar diferentes puntos de vista.
Ademds se sinti6é dichosa de que
su hija adolescente participaraen
la exposicién con ella.

Orlando Lebrén fue otro
miembro de otro distrito Orlan-
do Lebrén fue otro miembro de
otro distrito (Guaynabo) que
también tuvo la gentileza de par-
ticipar. El suefio de Orlando
también es dedicarse de lleno al
arte. Afirmé que con la exposi-
cion se dio un tremendo primer
paso para estrechar los vinculos
culturales entre la SGI y la so-
ciedad en general. Las préximas
actividades, piensa €, se deben
difundir mds

Orlando Lebrén fue otro
miembro de otro distrito
(Guaynabo) que también tuvo la
gentileza de participar. El suefio
de Orlando también es dedicarse
de lleno al arte. Afirmé que con
la exposicion se dio un tremen-
do primer paso para estrechar
los vinculos culturales entre la
SGI y la sociedad en general.
Las préximas actividades, pien-
sa €él, se deben difundir mds
publicamente. “Estoy bien con-
tento expreso.

LATINOS
DEL AREA DE
LOS ANGELES
CELEBRA
LA DIVERSIDAD

Reporte por
Martha Mauny,
Los Angeles

Mis de 500 miembros de
diferentes culturas, en su may-
oria latinos del drea de Los An-
geles, celebraron su diversidad
cultural en la Sexta Reunién Ge-
neral Latinoamericana llevadaa
cabo en el Centro Cultural de la
amistad el dia 8 de noviembre.
El tema del evento fue: “convir-
tiéndonos en personas de gran
corazdn; através de la amistad.”

El evento concurri6 entre po-
emas, obra teatral, coro, y rep-
resentaciones musicales que
agradaron a la concurrencia, los
mismos que subieron al estrado
para confundirse en el baile, asi
como unaexperiencia basadaen
como vencer las dificultades a
través de Nam-myoho-renge-
kyo.

Los poemas basados en la
unidad y diversidad se vieron
ampliamente ilustrados en el
poema “Unidos en nuestras
Diferencias,” escrito por
Tommy Lee, interpretado por €l
y maravina Jaimes y la repre-
sentacién teatral del “Sol de Jiju
Sobre una Nueva Tierra.”
Poema escrito por el Presidente
de la SGI, Daisaku Ikeda, mar-
avillosamente interpretado por
los meimbros latinos. El coro in-
terpret$ la extraordinaria en-
trega de Beethoven “Oda a la

alegria.”

La segunda parte del festival
Latino, tuvo lugar en el campo de
basketball, donde se sirvieron re-
frescos y bocadillos. El grupo de
baile Rhythm Nation y Pearl
Chorus nos deleitaron con sus in-
terpreta ciones; al igual que el
grupo Coreano con su maravi-
llosa interpretacién de tambores
se unieron a la celebracién de los
miembros latinos.

Miembros del comité conjun-
tamente con la Cruz Roja Amer-
icana colectaron donaciones para
las victimas del Huracdn Mitch.

SGI-USA
OFRECE LOTES
EN EL
CEMENTERIO

Como ustedes sabrdn a través
de los reportes en el World Tri-
bune, en mayo de este afio la
SGI-USA abri6 su primer lote de
nichos en la propiedad del ce-
menterio Rose Hill Memorial
Park cerca de Los Angeles. Este
cementerio, denominado “Oasis
de la Eternidad,” marca la rea-
lizacién del largamente acarici-
ado deseo por muchos de nues-
tros miembros.

También se construird en este
lugar, un “Monumento a los Pi-
oneros Americas del Kosen-
rufu” (nombre propuesto).

En respuesta a la multiples
llamadas de los miembros lati-
nos pidiendo informacién, nos
gustaria compartir con ustedes
lo siguiente:

Los servicios que el ce-
menterio presta vienen en pa-
quetes e incluyen:

* Lote (aprox. 3’ x 8’)

* Placarecordatoria para una
o dos personas.

* Bédveda de Concreto Espe-
cial.

* Instalacién de la placa
recordatoria, cuidado y
mantenimiento de lote y
placas recordatorias.

El costo por paquete serd de
$3.500.00 dollares.

Si desea obtener mds detalles
y contrato del mismo en Inglés
favor de escribir o llamar a Tony
Sugano a:

SGI-USA

Qasis of Eternity
1212 7th Street
Santa Monica. CA
90401-1606

Tel: (310) 260-8981
Fax: (310) 260-8917
E-mail: tsugano @sgi-usa.org



