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DARLENE RIFFERT,
Muncy PRrison, Pa.

Each of Us

L]
HaS d ChOlce Participants in this final veyed your congratulations toD. Ikepa: Because of a mili- coup d’état in 1981, winning at
installment are SGI President him for receiving the title of tary coup, his family fled to the same time his people’s
Daisaku Ikeda, Mrs. Kaneko Knight Grand Cross of Rizal. exile in Portugal. And when hestrong support. All of this is

hen | arrived here at| lkeda,Seikyo Shimbun was 10 years old, he was sentell known the world over.
Muncy Prison backin | General Editorial Bureau Sasaki: King Juan Carlos is back to Spain as a virtual
November 1986, | was with-| Senior Director Osamu respected in Spain and throughhostage to the military regime.K. | kepa: It was the suffering
out spirituality, ethics, goals| Matsuoka and Vice Director e . —— He underwent many hard-he experienced as a youth that
or initiative. | had a five—10 | Katsusuke Sasaki. . . . ships, but his father taught himmade him the great leader he is
year sentence for a robbery Thejoy ofbemg alive well. His father told him that a today. What ultimately decides
committed in Philadelphia.| K.Ikeba:Whenwe visited the ; royal family must love their our course in life, after all, are
The parole board gave me Philippines this year, the sun-ls the great.eStloy Of country and instrcted him to the struggles and hardships we
an additional nine month hit| sets over Manila Bay were a:ﬂll; Buddhism travel in Spain, so that the peoundergo and surmount. Many
for violating parole. spectacular as their reputationgegches. SGI ple would come to know him. years of experience have taught
Allmy life, | failed to plan, As | watched the solemn . He urged his son to stay inme that.
thereby planning to fail. Iwas| majesty of nature in all its glory, President Ikeda touch with people, so that they
hopelessly dwellinginacom-| | thought to myself that our gnd Mrs. Ikeda could learn to know and un-D. Ikepa: Yes, that's so true.
fort zone, where blaming| third stage of life should be just h . derstand each other and finally My wife and | are like bow
everyone else formy circum- as magnificent and beautiful. Share experiences to love each other. and arrow, like théiyokubird
stances or situations was offamily members And that's just what he did. [a mythical bird with one body
much easier. D. Ikepa: Mr. Toda used to say The young prince traveledand two heads], like intertwined

Then someone entered that one’s last years should bé"_}ho ‘fnded their throughout the country, from branches. We are companions
my life, Crystal Sanders, an like a golden sunset. | ab-lives in great village to village. His situation and comrades-in-arms. We
inmate who took the time to| solutely agree, don'’t you? victory loved was very uncertain. At any mo-have fought almost half a cen

teach me abut Nichiren They are the words of a ment, he might be presentedury together in a fierce strug-
Daishonin’s Buddhism.| master oflife. As the sun sinksones who taught with the jeweled crown of his gle — so fierce at times that we
Each day she instilled in| below the horizon, it colors them this ancestors or an arrest warranvere uncertain whether we
me the teachings of this| the world scarlet, announcing’, from the security forces. Walk- would live or die.

profound religion. the end of one day and promisimportant lesson. ing a fine line between glory

While adopting this new | ing the brilliant arrival of the e 2Nd destruction, he carefullySasaki: We introduced this at

way of life, | was arrested| next. listened and watched. He spenthe beginning of this series, but
here for selling drugs. | was out the world for facilitating 20 years quietly biding his time.when you were interviewed by

MaTtsuoka: During your visit his country’s transition froma  Soon after becoming king, the editor of a women’s maga-
pLEASE SEE EXPERIENCE, 9 to the Philippines, you met King fascist dictatorship to democ-he started his country toward

Juan Carlos | of Spain. You con-atic rule. democracy. He withstood a pLEASE SEE DIALOGUE, 6
: Send address changes to: SGI-| ubscriptions, 525 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica, 401-1
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Offering
My Life

By KEN SARAGOSA

SGI-USA YOUTH DIVISION STUDY COMMITTEE

Since nothing is more precious
than life itself, those who
dedicate their lives to the
Buddhist practice are certain to
attain Buddhahood. If they are
prepared to offer their lives,
why should they begrudge any
other treasure for the sake of
Buddhism? On the other hand,
if one is loath to part with his
material possessions, how can
he possibly give away his life,
which is far more valuable?
(“Letter from Sado,” The Major
Writings of Nichiren Daishonin
vol. 1, pp. 33-34)

have read this passage in different
ways in my life: as encourage-
ment that dedication in faith will
lead to enlightenment; to explain
that making a fi-
nancial contribu-
tion in support
of kosen-rufu is
to offer our own
livelihood for
| the sake of our
fellow members.

In My Life Lately, how-

ever, reading this

NICHIREN passage leads me
SVP[\{IISTTSQIS”I\"\? to think about
what it means t

ACTION atit means fo

“offer our lives.”
“Letter from
Sado” was written by Nichiren Dai-
shonin in March of his first winter

on Sado Island. We have heard about

the extreme difficulties he faced
without adegate food, clothing or
shelter. Receiving offerings was life
sustaining for him. They enabled him
— and Buddhism — to survive.

But in this same letter, the Dai-
shonin asks his followers for books,
not food or money. He's also clear
that how we “offer our lives” de-
pends on the age and the circum-
stances. To someone hungry, fog
is valuable; someone studying
needs books. The significance af
what we offer depends on the cirr
cumstances.

In my new professional situa-
tion, | don't have difficulty con-
tributing financially to the organi-
zation, but | have demands on my
time that are taxing and emotionally
draining. Spending time talking and
sharing with members is an emo-
tional expenditure that | am finding
quite difficult now. But, despite my
resistance, “offering my life” right
now means to extend myself in this
way to my fellow members.

o

BupbHisT Basics

A Prayer Is Answered

By LISA JONES

STAFF WRITER

When Dingo got tired of running, hewell as to makegou truly sought after?”
and Kangaroo stopped to catch their “Yes,”said Kangaroo. “But | wish that |

This new series uses various stories t§reath. Ngong asked Kangaroohadn't. |thoughtyouwould doitby charms

illustrate points about Buddhism.

“Aren’t you grateful to Dingo? Why andincantations, butthisis a practical joke.”
Actually, Kangaroo

n hisJust So got exactly what he
Stories Rud- wanted, just not in the
yard Kipling way he had expected.

tellsthe tale of »
agray, four-legged |48
animal in Australia )
who wanted to be |
different and won-
derfully popular.
So he wentto the
Big God Ngong and
said, “Make me dif-
ferent from all other
animals.”
Atfirst, Ngong said

Sometimes, the har-
der we practice Bud-
dhism and cant to
achieve something,
it may seem as if
we’re moving farther
and father away
from our goalBut the
important thing is to

keep going no matter
what. Intheend we’ll
see that our prayer
has been answered
and that we'vébeen
transfamed in the
process. Our strug-

wish. Butthen, tothean- §
imal’s surprise, Ngong
turned his hungry dog, ¥
Dingo, loose on him. gles and “digoes”
The animal ran — beuaae it had to. can help us become

Dingo chaed him all over Australia. don’t you thank him for all he’s donethe people we want to be — so why not be
He ran and ran, and his hind legs grev¥or you?” grateful for them?

strongerand larger. Then he began to But Kangaroo was mad, not thankful.
hop to stay ahead of DingAnd, as he  So Nqong said, “Perhaps I'm mis-
hopped across éstralia, he was trans-taken, butdidn’t you ask me to make
formed into a kangaroo. you different from all other animals, as

Unhappy Nations

So here’s another reason to do soméappiness for eternity and be the dri-
thing about slander: If you don't, the Daiving force for reconstructing an un-
shonin says, your country will eventuallyhappy nation....”
fall to pieces. Slanderous teachings let Toda adds his determination that “a
loose in any country will eventually leadsociety based on the Buddhism of the
to this. The Daishonin’s long study ofMystic Law must emerge in the future.”
Buddhist scripture, especially the Lotus To many of us, thinking of the future
Sutra, taught him this. is sometimes unsettling. We're not sure

To the Daishonin, incorrect, erro-how everything will turn out. We don't
neous teachings were like a hurricaneant to die before experiencing happy
and any country on whose shores they aendings — not before accomplishing our
rived like a small boat caught in themissions and not before seeing our coun-
storm. Bigger than any country, to théry and the world improve.

Daishonin, was, for better or worse, the We want to do something with our
small boat. Gosho Zenshup. 1521)  gpjritual life of its people. Spirituality lives, make something happen, leave
drives the nation. something lasting behind — something
N ichiren Daishonin never experi- | believe that he would see Americahat will positively contribute to human-
enced living in a stable society.  today, like the Japan of his day, as caughy’s distant future.

The Kamakura government of histimen a great religious storm. And that he Toward this dream, what we believe,
was always staggering toward chaosvould see the temple issue as beingwahat we keep in our hearts, is the great
Cliquish and contentious were the powemajor part of this. Nikken'’s teachingsdetermining factor. This is an important
hungry samurai who made up that bodyre the antithesis to Buddhism; theitesson of the temple issue. Spirituality
At the same time, the Daishonin sawpotential spread in America would balrives us, spirituality drives the nation,
Japan attacked twice by the Mongols. the Daishonin’s prime concern.spirituality drives the world, spirituality

Peace and stability for Japan wer&/ouldn't he urge us, out of love for ourdrives the future.
still far off when he died in 1282. country, to protest the “great wind and But a “spirituality” like Nikken’s, a

The Daishonin often addressed publigreat waves” of Nikken's slander inspirituality that denies the Mystic Law
figures, like the retired regent Hojo Tokiy-America? within each of us, can only drive our
ori, with his view that the root of these One of young Daisaku Ikeda’s quesworld toward destruction. A society
problems was the spread of incorredions when he first meets President Todaased on revealing the Mystic Law
Buddhist practices throughout Japan - The Human Revolutios “What is a within each of usnustemerge, and see-
practices that made the people sulirue patriot?” Toda answers that “a paing to this is our responsibility.
servient to religious authority, that taughtriot...is one who believes in the Mystic
them to look for their happiness in sometaw. The reason is that a believer in true
one else’s hands and somewhere far awduddhism can lead individual lives to

One in a series

— lllustration by Ed Lee

STANDS TO

REASO

LESSONS FOR TODAY FROM
THE WRITINGS OF NICHIREN DAISHONIN

By JEFF FARR

ASSOCIATE EDITOR

Errors in Buddhism will doubtless
destroy the nation, just as a great
wind and great waves destroy a

Twenty-three in a series
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Elementary Exam
Held Nationwide

Photo by DIXON HAMBY
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The SGI-USA Elementary Exam, the first exam in the
new curriculum study cycle, was held Oct. 25. More than 1oz i
gz 2,000 members took the test at 147 locations throughout
Rt the SGI-USA; American members living in Japan also
e i | participated. Everyone had their choice of taking it in
ﬁ,# English, Spanish, Korean, Chinese or Japanese. Exam
. participants studied Nichiren Daishonin’s writings “Letter
to the Brothers,” “The Person and the Law” and “The : Bt
) One Essential Phrase,” as well as the “Expedient Means” |
'i chapter of the Lotus Sutra. The Buddhist concept of a life-  |g
moment possessing 3,000 realms and the temple issue were
also included in the materials. In a message to the test
takers, SGI-USA General Director Zaitsu said: “Though
today’s exam may be challenging, your score is not as
important as your determined spirit in preparing for this
day. Your presence here today is already proof of your
great victory.” Next spring, the Study Department plans to
administer the Entrance Exam again.

— TED MORINO

e S

Exam participants in Seattle were among more than 2,000 participants nationwide.
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SGI-USA General Director Zaitsu, on behalf of SGI President Ikeda,
presents Dan Arden with the SGI Italy Award.

Documentary on President Ikeda
Wins Film Festival Award

The Religion Today Film Fes- company in cooperation with
tival, held in Bologna, Italy, the Philippines’ Order of the
recently awarded a SpecialKnights of Rizal, the film fo-
Mention toKnight of the Ris- cuses on how Mr. Ikeda be-
ing Sun — A Portrait of came inspired to devote his
Daisaku lkedaa documen- life to peace. Festival judges
tary film of the SGI presi- saidthatthey honored the film
dent’s life by Los Angeles for offering fresh perspectives
member Dan Arden. The doc-on socially engaged Bud-
umentary, one of only five dhism. On Oct. 20, Mr. Arden
films honored out of 128, wasreceived the SGI Italy Award
broadcast on Philippine tele-from SGI-USA General Di-
vision in February. Producedrector Zaitsu, acting on the
by Dan Arden’s production SGI president’s behalf.

Yasuko Ikeda and Jonathan Lakritz, YPC representatives, at San
Jose’s KKUP radio station.

Youth Peace Committee
Active in San Francisco

On Oct. 7, SGI-USA Youth Center and Mission College.
Peace Committee leaders Yaburing the radio interview,
suko Ikeda, Yvette Edmondthe YPC leaders answered
and Darin Nellis participated questions regarding the pur
in a series of activities to cre-pose, mission and vision of]
ate greater awareness of théhe YPC, the ongoing YPC
YPC, which promotes hu- Non-Violence Project, the so-
manistic values in society, liciting of support from other
throughout the San Francisco/outh groups interested in
area. Set up by Yasuko Ikedaworking with the YPC and the
these included a live interview“Linus Pauling and the Twen-
on the San Jose public radidieth Century” exhibition in
station KKUP and book do- San Francisco.

nations to the San Jose Peace — YVETTE EDMOND
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a novelized history of the soka gakkai
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FRESH GROWTH
VOLUME 7, CHAPTER 2, PARTS 3-4
On Shin’ichi Yamamoto’s second visit to Hawaii, he finds things have changed — everyone is now high-spir-
ited. ‘Those aware of their mission have a certain radiance,’ the author writes. ‘Those who dedicate their lives

to their mission know joy. In this awareness and dedication, they find the wings...to soar high into the ex-
pansive skies of happiness.’

their efforts for kosen-rufu. Smil-
ing warmly, Shin’ichi listened to

By DAISAKU IKEDA

SGI PRESIDENT

in’ichi waited for the organization in Shin’ichi’'s room,
song to end and then saidand an amiable discussion ensued.
their heartfelt chorus. Mrs. Haruyama, how  Shin’ichi explained: “The
wo years and three Among the members there ind of you to come all the Soka Gakkai has now reached a
months had passed sincavere Nagayasu Masaki, viceway from New York to Hawaii to membership of 3 million house-
Shin’ichiYamamotofirst leader of the America Generalmeetus! Thisis totally unexpectedholds. We have entered an age
visited Hawaii, in Octo- Chapter, and Tony Harada. Thank you very much.” where the leaders of Japan and the
ber 1960. Also present was Hiroto Hi-  He and his fellow travelers con-world are paying close attention to
After his party cleared cus-rata, who had been appointedinued exchanging greetings withwhat we are doing.
toms, they entered the airporthe Hawaii District leader dur- the members who had come to “Japan’s surprise attack on
lobby, where a throng of mem-ing Shin’ichi’s last visit. It was welcome them. Pearl Harbor plunged the entire
bers waited to welcome themHirata’s wife, Tatsuko, who KatsuKiyohara asked awomarPacific Region into the tragedy of
There was a burst of applausepresentedShin’ichi with a who had been beaming since theiworld War I1,” he said. “But now,
and a lei was placed around thélawaiian lei. arrival, “Weren't you the one who as an emissary of happiness and
neck of each arriving visitor. ~ Shin’ichi also recognized Mit- couldn’t stop crying during the dis- peace, the Soka Gakkai is building
2 “Thank you forcom- suru Kawakami, whom he recalledcussion meeting when Sensei waa bridge of friendship between the
y ing to meet us,” asking a question at the previousere before?” United States and Japan. Tomor-
# Shin'ichi said as discussion meeting, and Emiko “Yes, that’s right,” the woman row, toward thatend, | wantto form
he waved to the Haruyama, who had moved toreplied. a Soka Gakkai chapter here in
well-wishers. New York in July, the previous “How wonderful you look!” Hawaii. Is that OK?”
The crowd then year. She was the younger sister dfiyohara said, and then added —  Shin'ichi’s proposal was greeted
burstinto a chorus of Dr. Eiji Kawasaki, the central con-in English— “How are you?” The with enthusiasm. But a few of those
“Song of Indomitable tact person for the Soka Gakkai irvoman smiled brightly as shepresent simply looked bewildered
Dignity.” Europe. clasped Kiyohara's hand. —theydidn'tunderstand Japanese.
On Shin'ichi's last visitto Haruyama had joined the Soka In fact, people’s expressions On his previous visit, Shin’ichi
Hawaii, a mix-up about their Gakkai in 1955. While in Japan,and the whole atmosphere had erftad been able to communicate
arrival time had resulted in she had been active as a Plannirtgely changed from Shin’ichi’s last with everyone in Japanese — all
just one person, a youthDepartment staff of the younguvisit. Everyone was now high-spir-the Hawaii members had either
named Tony Harada, beingwomen'’s division and the leader ofited and energetic; they seemetieen Japanese or of Japanese de-
there to welcome his partythe YWD Chugoku No. 3 generallike totally different people. scent. But now, with an increasing
' atthe airport. corps. Those aware of their missionnumber of Americans beginning
There also had been Married in 1961, she hadhave acertainradiance. Thosewhto practice, the situation had
~ only about 30 or 40 par- moved to New York when her hus-dedicate their lives to their missionchanged dramatically.
ticipants at the discussionband, Tomio, was posted there bknow joy. In this awareness and This in itself said a lot about
i meeting Shin'ichi attended the trading company that hededication, they find the wings tohow much the organization in
then, and most of them hadworked for. escape from the prison of sorrowHawaii had grown.
worn looks ofgloom and Upon their leaving Japan forful, painful karma and to soar high
despair. This time, the New York, Shin’ichi had congrat- into the expansive skies of happi-
members who came toulated the couple on the bright funess.
meet them numbered moreture that awaited them, presenting After sincerely thanking the

To be continued

than 50, and their facesthem with a poem: members for their warm welcome, Yﬂ Id gg‘f—USA’s
_ gloyved with joy. The_ir _ Shin’ichi and his party made their 'ﬁl; Weekly
| voices resounded with  As hushand and wife, way by car to the hotel. The moon| gil=00TS Newspaper
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nately, hardly anyone the wheel, said: “It rained really
else was there. At that time, Shin’ichi had ap- hard today. But just before your

The members prob- pointed Emiko Haruyama to theflight arrived, the storm suddenly
ably felt that singing dual positions of America Generalbroke, leaving the city fresh and
, @ Gakkai song was aChapter vice women'’s division clean.”

perfect way to ex- leader and leader of the YWD As with their first visit, they
J press their sense of America general corps. Shin’ichistayed at the Kaimana Hotel just
elation atwelcoming had great hopes for this youngoeyond Waikiki Beach.
President Yamamoto towomanwho hadlongplayedakey Afterthey checked in, Shin’ichi
Hawaii for a seond time and role inthe youngwomen’sdivisionand his colleagues gathered with

CA, and at additional mailing offices. Return
To: SGI-USA Subscriptions, 525 Wilshire
Blvd., Santa Monica, CA 90401-1403

Subscription Rates (subject to state tax-
es) $15 for Three Months; $28 for Six
Months; $50 for One Year; $85 for Two
Years; $110 for Three Years.

{" Printed on recycled paper

Copyright © 1998 by SGI-USA.
All rights reserved. Printed in the USA
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By DAISAKU IKEDA

SGI PrRESIDENT |KEDA’S EssAy

renew their pledge to work for

SGI PRESIDENT

When activities have a definite
rhythm, they are dynamic, hope-
ful and sustained. Kosen-rufu is
a journey that will continue for
alltime, for eternity. That's what
makes regular, monthly progres:
important. The pivot that estab-
lishes that all-important rhythm
for victory in Japan is our
monthly Headquarters Leaders
Meeting.

In March 1958, just a short
time before President Toda
passed away, the Soka Gakke
held a busy program of eventgtoward the future.
celebrating the completion of the
Grand Lecture Hall at the head ceececes

Gakkai leaders

LOOKTO
THE FUTURE

The SGI president explains the monthly Headquarters Leaders Meetlng held
Japan. ‘What is important is to instill hope in the members’ hearts, he says
‘Isn’t that the true purpose of a Headquarters Leaders Meeting?’

kosen-rufu — is much like the
gathering of the Bodhisattvas of
the Earth, numerous as the sands
of the 60,000 Ganges Rivers, at
the Ceremony in the Air. As a pas-
sage cited in the “Record of the
Orally Transmitted Teachings”
states, “The assembly at Eagle
Peak has not yet dispersed”
(Gosho Zenship. 757).

| have always given my all to

Headquarters Leaders Meet-

SL determined to make each one
an eternal source of courage and
joy. In my speeches, | have always
striven to reach out to the members

ers Meetings to be played at rethe staff of the Soka Gakkai'sand address them as if | were
gional leaders meetings. We als@atellite network and the mem-speaking to each one individually.
began simultaneous audio broadbers responsible in each regioWhenever | thought it might please
temple. Atthattime, the top Soka We started numbering thecasts of the meetings, so thafor receiving and broadcastingand inspire my fellow members, |

whether or not the normalafter | became the third Soka

monthly Headquarters LeadersGakkai president in 1960. This

they decided to cancel it.

sickbed, but when he heard of thgpoured his heart and soul into and/leeting in August 1989. This

cancellation he was enragedto make each a vital source of enAugust marked nine years of

“What are you thinking?!” he ex- ergy for everyone’s advancementsatellite broadcasts.

claimed.

“The Headquartersl earnestly devoted myself to the Using this means, we bring
Leaders Meeting is the culmina-success of each meeting, anthe Headquarters LeadersMeet- eeeoeoo0e0e0o 0o e

tion of the month'’s activities and eventually all of the Headquartersings to all our fellow members

the gathering where we make ataff came to share my spirit.
fresh departure for the next

for our advancement. | alwaysGakkai

give my entire being to it.” members are very busy. It be.each month. Headquarters Leaders Meeting| in the Seikyo Shimbun.
His vehemence drove homecame a tradition for several This is all made possible by— an occasion where member
anew to the top leaders the imyears, beginning in February
portance of the Headquarters971, for the Headquarters cafe l' .
Leaders Meetings. teria to serve rice and curry or]
this particular day. It's quick to BO 1vian
XXX Xxxl prepare and quick to eat; | re 3 3
‘The Headquarters member fondly how everyone Uanel'Slty
Leaders Meeting is would finish their meal speedily o
the culmination of and rush off to the meeting. Pl‘ alses SGI
the month’s activi-
ties and the gather- seeseees President
ing where we make In December 1987, we
afresh departure reached our 339th Headquarter|
for the next month! Leaders Meeting. We decided In a ceremony Oct. 1 in Tokyo, SGI

00 0000OCGCOGCOIEOINOSNOSNOIOS
the meetings symbolically by

A March Headquarters Lead-starting our numbering over from
ers Meeting was then scheduled at the January 1988 meeting. |

after all — on April 3, slightly May 1996, we reached the 100t

later than usual, at the Toshimaneeting, and once again startei
Civic Hall in Tokyo. With Mr. from number 1 in July 1996. Our
Toda’s death on April 2, however,August 1998 meeting was No. 25
the meeting became the public
announcement of his passing.
Naturally, the entire programhad  Over the years, the venues w
to be changed at the last minutehave used for our Headquarter

When it came my turn to Leaders Meetings have growr]
speak, | fought back my sorrowin size. We started meeting in
to encourage the grief-strickenthe Taito Gymnasium and the

members. “I believe,” | said, “that Tokyo Gymnasium. From there,

President Toda lives on eternallywe moved to the Nihon Univer-

in the Soka Gakkai, in the hearsity Auditorium, the Budokan

of each of us, his disciples.” and the Soka University Centra
What is important is to instill Gymnasium.

hope in the members’ hearts. But with the continued, mo-

Isn’t that the true purpose of amentous development of our
Headquarters Leaders MeetingRosen-rufu movement, it becamg
Those were the thoughts that more and more difficult to gather|
kept repeating to myself as lall our leaders under one roof. Af
called on our members, withone point, we distributed audio

then to renew our commitment tg

striving hard on the front lines of

On the day of a Headquartersactivities around the country, al-our members across the country ¢
month! It provides a vital rhythm Leaders Meeting, the Sokalowing us allto be unified and in Soka Gakkai community centerg
Headquarters staffrhythm as we make a fresh starfor the satellite broadcasts of the

discussedHeadquarters Leaders Meetinggveryone could hear them live. the transmissions at designatetiave taken up my fan and led them
community centers. | am grate-in Soka Gakkai songs.

ful for their valiant efforts.
Meeting should be held. Finally, sprang from my determinationto  The present system of satel-
carry on the tradition of the meet-lite video broadcasts was intro-
Mr. Toda was confined to hisings that President Toda hadluced at the 1st Tokyo General

This month and again next
month, let us continue our joy-

©eeccccccccccoe ous advance on the path of our

‘Each Headquarters mission. Each Headquarters
Leaders Meeting is Leaders Meeting is a milestone
amilestone mark- marking the distance we have
ing the distance we traveled, as we set our sights on

have travelled. the hopeful summit of kosen-

rufu in the 21st century. o

The gathering of millions of This series is published

as “Thoughts on The
New Human Revolution”

Courtesy of SEIKYO PRESS

President lkeda was honored by
Bolivia’s Del Valle University for his
untiring efforts for peace, culture and
scholarship. University founder and
rector Gonzalo Ruiz Martinez also
spoke with President Ikeda on
education, the ancient civilizations of
Bolivia, and Simén Bolivar, the great
leader of South American inde-
pendence (after whom Bolivia is
named). Bolivar was constantly
plagued by the ingratitude, corruption
and betrayal of his former comrades-
in-arms. Unlike Bolivar, his comrades
succumbed to the temptations of
power, President Ikeda said. Bolivar
challenged their abuses, but they
maligned him in the press, thus
leading to his famous words, ‘There is
no greater offense a human being can
commit than ingratitude. President
Ikeda praised Bolivar for placing the
highest trust in the people and the
youth, and for making the education of
both the focus of all his efforts.

every ounce of my being, to looktapes of the Headquarters Lea
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‘Those who remain steadfast in their
faith and work for kosen-rufu through-
out their lives will, without fall,
oerience a happy, dignified death.
ave: come {0 this-firm conclusion

e

e, .

DIALOGUE, FroM PAGE 1 you would give her the “Smile K. | kepa: My, my, | don’t

was due to fortune accu-D. Ikepa: Is that right? | met MaTsu
mulated in my life from so many Soka Gakkai mem-once
past existences. bers on the train and on thelkeda’s
But | must continue to ac- platform. Some days, |years
cumulate good fortune in thisworked so hard that | worehome
lifetime, or | will simply roll myself out and had to take aoursel
backward like a stone down ataxi home. My wife or some- reporte
hill. I therefore make an effort one would go to Kamata Sta-tatami
to do what | can each andtion and pick up the bike | hadtogeth
every day to build the causegarked there in the morning,greeti
for future good fortune. so that | could use it to get totesy: “
the station again the nexting De
MaTtsuoka: Just the other morning. contin
day we were speaking with
your mother, Mrs. Ikeda. Matsuoka: The evening of Sasaki
Though she’s more than 90the day you became presidenteven ¢
she’s full of energy. She tolda couple from Kansai, closeyoung
us about the morning thatacquaintances of yours, wention ga
President Ikeda was inauguto your house in Kobayashi-of the
rated as the third Sokacho to congratulate you andgrew
Gakkai president. celebrate. When they arrivedmost n
the house was quiet. As they
K. Ikepa: At that time opened the door to the enD. Ike
[1960], we were living in a tranceway, they saw it hadbegan
small house in Kobayashi-been cleaned and sprinkledMr. Tc
cho in Ota Ward [Tokyo]. with fresh water in anticipa- chanc
That day, my mother came totion of guests. You came outshe w
help me get my husbandand said: “I wonder if every- and st
ready for his inauguration. one is hesitating, because novabout
My mother was attending thel’'m president? Nobody hasbe 80.
Headquarters General Meetcome to see me!” Then yousaid to
ing, too, but first she went toinvited them in. enjoye
Kamata Station and found a
taxi that would come and Sasaki: When Mrs. lkeda MATsL
take my husband to the meetbrought them tea and servedvonde
ing. Then she got herselfit, you pointed to your wife little a
ready and rushed to the meetand said with a smile: “We your fa
ing by train. haven't had any celebrationswas sc
here today. | was expecting aers.
D. Ikepa: Yes. On that day, festive treat of rice with red Grand
| remember taking a taxi tobeans, but she didn't preparéSakka

Award.” You said, “When we know what to say. Meeting the Nihon University Audito- it! She didn't so much as saygreatly

zine, President lkeda, she askedre reborn, in the next life andmy husband has been myium in Ryogoku [Tokyo], congratulations.”

his ste

you what kind of an award youthe one after that, for all eter-greatest good fortune, thewhere the inauguration was You had implored her, “At wrote
would present to Mrs. Ikeda.nity, please be there for me.” decisive event in my life. held. You see, | rarely tookthe very least, cook us some

You said how grateful you were  What was your reaction, In Buddhist terms, | think taxis in those days. Even afterice with red beans!” But your ~ As |
for your wife’s smile, and that Mrs. Ikeda? that you could say that itbecoming president, | com-wife had replied: “I'm sorry, J
muted to the Soka Gakkaibut | think of tonight as the fu- | an

coresyofsekvopress  Headquarters  in - Shi- neral service for the lkeda Our

nanomachi by train each dayfamily. That's why | didn’t On

SGI President Ikeda greeting King Juan Carlos and the Queen of Spain (Manila, Feb. 11).

| rode my bicycle to Kamata prepare rice with red beans.
Station and took the Keihin There’s no sea bream to celeK. Ike
Tohoku Line to Tokyo Sta- brate, either.” About
tion. There | transferred to the caught
Chuo Line, then got off at Marsuoka: The couple were occasi
Yotsuya and transferred agairsurprised at how different his bel
to the Sobu Line, which from usual both of you from r
stopped at Shinanomachi. Ahseemed that night. They no-ied,” s
| was young! ticed that you in particular, acting
And the Soka Gakkai did- Mrs. lkeda, were not your things
n't own any cars then. We hadusual smiling self but seemedsoft as
very few facilities for our somber and reserved. In youforest’

members. In fact, we had al-unsmiling presence, they said
most nothing. they sensed a strong determib. IkEe
nation and resolution — as ifbusy &
Sasaki: At that time, | had you were steeling yourself forvisit hi
just come to Tokyo from Ya- what lay ahead. finally
magata Prefecture, and | was was re
attending a private cramK. Ikepa: | was resolved to ton co
school in Ichigaya. When | face whatever happened fronmin his
transferred to the Sobu Line athe moment | married my hus-norma
Yotsuya Station one day, | sawband. But it was certainly truealert al
you standing on the platform,that when he became presiderplainir
reading a book and waiting forour private life underwent a saying
your train. | introduced myself complete transformation. Hishe saif
and told you that | was study-public role and duties contin-as if |
ing for my university entrance ued much as they had beforetransfc
exams, and you encouragedut now my private life, too,  “Thi
me. “Do your best!” you said. completely disappeared. fortabl
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une accu-D. Ikepa: Is that right? | met Martsuoka: Mr. Sasaki and | nobleman’s silver-and-gold- ground will be of lapis mentioned earlier, she’s stillcome to this firm conclusion

life from so many Soka Gakkai mem-once interviewed Presidentsilk-brocade quilt,” he said. lazuli, and the eight pathshealthy and active today. after years of experience with
bers on the train and on thekeda’s mother, Ichi, some 20“And | can see a wonderful will be set apart by golden many, many people.

tinue to ac- platform. Some days, |years ago. We went to herworld — a field covered with ropes. Four kinds of flowers Sasaki: Their stories give one

tune in thisworked so hard that | worehome and, after we introducedflowers and a beautiful forestwill fall from the heavens, a sense of the wondrous flowSasaki: Power, wealth, fame

imply roll  myself out and had to take aourselves asSeikyo Shimbun glade filled with the sound of and music will resound in of life from past to present toand learning are all powerless

one down ataxi home. My wife or some- reporters, she kneeled on than ineffably beautiful melody. the air. All Buddhas and bo-future. And of the indestruc- in the face of death.

ke an effort one would go to Kamata Sta-tatami and, placing her handdt's as wonderful as if | were dhisattvas will be present intible state of being that those

1 each andtion and pick up the bike | hadtogether in a gesture of formalin some sort of palace.” complete joy, caressed by thevho have persevered in faithD. IkepA: Yes. As Victor Hugo

| the causegarked there in the morning,greeting, said with great cour- breezes of eternity, happi-all their lives attain without said, “We are all under sentence

rtune. so that | could use it to get totesy: “Thank you for support- MaTsuoka: | remember his ness, true self and purity.fail. Thank you for sharing of death, but with a sort of in-
the station again the nexting Daisaku. | hope you will kind, smiling face. The time is fast approachingthem with us. definite reprieve.”

the other morning. continue to do so in the future.” when we too will count our- We all want to face our final

eaking with D. Ikepa: | told my wife selves among their number’K. Ikepa: | have been a moments cam and composed

rs. lkeda. Matsuoka: The evening of Sasaki: We were surprised, and mother-in-law not to (The Major Writings of member since | was an ele— and in triumph. That's what
re than 90the day you became presidenteven embarrassed. We werevorry: “He may be remem- Nichiren Daishonin vol. 3, mentary school student. Wherour faith is for.
Jy. She tolda couple from Kansai, closeyoung and unimportant. Her ac-bering something from a pastpp. 216-17). | look back on my life, | feel ~ To die in sadness and sor-
orning thatacquaintances of yours, wention gave us a precious glimpseexistence or enjoying some- deeply, every day, just howrow, filled with regret — that is
vas inauguto your house in Kobayashi-of the kind of family that you thing that awaits him in the K. Ikepa: My mother, who wonderful Nichiren Dais- death as defeat. | hope all our
hird Sokacho to congratulate you andgrew up in. She emanated duture,” | said. “Perhaps he’sthought my father was losinghonin’s Buddhism is. It has members will persevere in their
celebrate. When they arrivedmost natural, refined dignity.  experiencing the great joyhis wits, was tremendously re-the power to transform sad-faith and live so that in the end
the house was quiet. As they he’ll know in the future as a lieved by my husband’s wordsness into joy, pain into glad-they can say with pride and
hat time opened the door to the enD. Ikeba: From the time | result of the great good for-of encouragement. For abouness. It gives us the confidenceonfidence, “I have triumphed.”
living in a tranceway, they saw it hadbegan my apprenticeship withtune and benefit he has acthe last 10 years of his life,to overcome whatever diffi-
Kobayashi-been cleaned and sprinkledMr. Toda, | hardly had the cumulated from the past andeach time he finished gongyoculties we may face. MaTsuoka: President lkeda,
d [Tokyo]. with fresh water in anticipa- chance to see my mother. Buin this existence. It's as if hemy father used to open the Mrs. Ikeda, thank you both for
her came totion of guests. You came outshe was always my motherwere dwelling in the state of Gosho and read the passagb. Ikepa: Mr. Toda often allowing us to realize this se-
y husbandand said: “I wonder if every- and she was always concerneBuddhahood.” “Although | and my disciples used to say that Buddhism enties. We also must express our
uguration. one is hesitating, because novabout my health. She lived to  As Nichiren Daishonin may encounter various diffi- ables us to savor life itself asappreciation to the readers for
ttending thelI’'m president? Nobody hasbe 80. Just before she died, sheays: “When you climb the culties, if we do not harbor the greatest joy. | think he wastheir support.
neral Meetcome to see me!” Then yousaid to me with a smile: “I have mountain of wondrous en-doubts in our hearts, we will 100 percent right. Those who
she went toinvited them in. enjoyed my life. | have won.” lightenment and gaze arouncas a matter of course attaimemain steadfast in their faithSasaki: Yes, thank you very
ind found a you in all directions, then to Buddhahood” (MW-2 [2nd and work for kosen-rufu much.
come and Sasaki: When Mrs. lkeda MaTsuoka: Mrs. lkeda, | your amazement you will seeed.], 180). My mother joined throughout their lives will,
to the meetbrought them tea and servedvonder if you could tell us athat the entire universe is thethe Soka Gakkai because hewithout fail, experience a (This concludes “The Third
jot herselfit, you pointed to your wife little about the last years ofland of Tranquil Light. The health was poor, but as wehappy, dignified death. | haveStage of Life” dialoguge
to the meetand said with a smile: “We your father, Shigeji Shiraki. He
haven't had any celebrationswas so well loved by the mem: Courtesy of SEIKYO PRESS
here today. | was expecting aers. They used to call him :
n that day, festive treat of rice with red Grandpa Shiraki. He joined thg
g a taxi tobeans, but she didn't preparesakkai before the war and waj
ity Audito- it! She didn’t so much as saygreatly trusted by Mr. Toda for]
I [Tokyo], congratulations.” his steadfast faith. Mr. Todg
Jration was You had implored her, “At wrote a poem for him:
rarely tookthe very least, cook us some
5. Even afterice with red beans!” But your ~ As long as you are in
ent, | com-wife had replied: “I'm sorry, Jonan [southern Tokyo]
ka Gakkaibut | think of tonight as the fu- | am confident
in  Shi-neral service for the lkeda Our citadel is safe
n each dayfamily. That's why | didn’t On its solid foundation
to Kamata prepare rice with red beans.
the Keihin There’'s no sea bream to celeK. Ikepa: He lived to be 85.
fokyo Sta- brate, either” About a year before he died, h
ferred to the caught a cold and from then o
got off at Matsuoka: The couple were occasionally was confined tq
ferred agairsurprised at how different his bed. One day | had a cal
ne, which from usual both of you from my mother: “I'm wor-
iomachi. Ahseemed that night. They no-ied,” she said. “Your father is
ticed that you in particular, acting strange. He's sayings
Gakkai did- Mrs. Ikeda, were not your things like: ‘This coverlet is as|
1en. We hadusual smiling self but seemedsoft as silk. ‘I'm in a beautiful
s for our somber and reserved. In youforest. ‘It's a palace.”
we had al-unsmiling presence, they said i
they sensed a strong determib. Ikepa: Yes. | was very |
nation and resolution — as ifbusy at the time and couldn’{
me, | had you were steeling yourself forvisit him for awhile. When |
o from Ya- what lay ahead. finally managed to see him, hq
>, and | was was resting underneath a co
vate cramK. Ikeba: | was resolved to ton coverlet in a small room
a. When | face whatever happened fronmin his home. He conversed
Sobu Line athe moment | married my hus-normally and seemed to b
e day, | sawband. But it was certainly truealert and in his right mind. Ex-
he platform,that when he became presidentlaining what he had bee
d waiting forour private life underwent asaying with a satisfied smile,|
iced myself complete transformation. Hishe said that sometimes he fe
| was study-public role and duties contin-as if his surroundings werg
ty entrance ued much as they had beforetransformed. £ : : = 1
encouragedut now my private life, too, “This bedding is so com- VA . n i S =)
1" you said. completely disappeared. fortable, just as if it were aThope all our members will persevere in their faith so that in the end they can say with pride and confidence, “I have triumphed.”
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Lost and Found

| am seeking Weston Mays. We prac-
ticed together 11 years ago in Denver.
Weston, Samuel is taller than me now!
Since | finally got that big house | was
chanting for, please write to me at 1385
Elizabeth St., Denver, CO 80206. Love
ya, Elisa Townshend

Desperate in S.C.! | moved here from
New York, where | had the Manhattan
SGl.Ican'tfind any discussion groups.
No one seems to know. Please | need
your help. Thank you. Katherine Chris-
tian, 225 Summer Meadow Trail,
Campbello, SC 29322.

Ruth Chamberlain, Elaine Johnson,
Jack Banks, Dave Chappel, Jonathan
Doskow — where are you? Wendy
Shure, 4 Midland Gardens, apt. 5K,
Bronxville, NY 10708; (914) 337-0801

| am looking for Lena James who in-
troduced me to this beautiful practice
in 1974.1 have been living in Phoenix,
Az., since 1993. My address is 11821
N. 28th Dr. #182, Phoenix, AZ 85029.
Regards, Deborah Rushing Ellis

I would like to connect with any mem-
bers who are homeschooling — to
share ideas and experiences and cre-
ate a support network. Please contact
me if you want to create a support net-
work or if you know one that already ex-
ists. My emailis Matthews_B_T@clas-
sic.msn.com or call (502)793-9097.
Thanks, Thea Matthews, Bowling
Green, Ken.

| amthe chairperson for the Waukegan,
IIl. Lotus Group (a drug and alcohol
support group.) | am seeking other
Lotus or similar groups to contact me
in order to exchange ideas. | also
have written and taped information
on how to start a Lotus Group. For
more information, please contact
Raymond F. Morris, 3055 Arthur Ct.
Apt. B-5, Waukegan, Ill. 60085. (847)
263-1812.

Greetings

A quick “long time no see” to all my
friends in L.A. Especially to the Soka
Group and Newberry members. | cher-
ish the times we spent together, and
I'm planning on another trip in January.
I'll'see you all then. Hello, Mitsuko. Until
then, let's promote harmonious healthy
relationships with every one we meet.
And let's embrace the Mystic Law with
everything we have. David Stuart

Hi to New York’s Vioyager District, from
Wellington, New Zealand. | often think
of you all and wonder how you are. I'm
using all my Voyager training to be a
group chiefinWellington and to support
the women'’s division. | hope to meet
you atatraining course some day. Fond
regards, Beverley Burnett

fineprint@sgi-usa.org

Hilbye friends! I've left Colorado, my
home of 5 years, and wish to thank all
my many friends there, especially:
Chuck, Sharon, Rod, Brian M, Joe B.,
Rita, Mrs. Birch, Sue, and of course
Kari & Mike. Thanks for your support &
keep in touch! Moved to Mass. Ave in
Cambridge — old friends from Boston,
look me up! Liz Carter (My new email:
antiboo@cybercom.net)

Tomy friends in SGIin Hawaii, Florida,
Texas and Japan. We thank all of you
for being most supportive while we
were practicing together inthe past ten
years.We are now stationed at Incirlik
Air Base, Turkey. This fine print column
isourlife line and we hope we can con-
tinue to communicate and work to-
gether for peace around the world. Ma-
halo from Ken Gwen and Kellyann Siu.
Your messages will be most appreci-
ated. siuken@hotmail.com

This is for Sumie Reker, SGI pioneer
in Fort Collins, Colo., on my 5th an-
niversary of practicing Nichiren Dai-
shonin’s Buddhism (October 23,
1993). She has been in my prayers of
thanks for her support through the
years. Tou-tu-ganashi. Harold “Daki”
Briggs, Kagoshima-ken, Japan

| want to thank Lynn and Cleve Ford.
As Lynn travels globally making thou-
sands of people happy with her ex-
quisite works of art, her husband is on
the front lines of kosen-rufu. His love
and support for my family has encour-
aged me how to practice with appreci-
ation for my hardships and to develop
tolerance and patience to know that
winter will turn to spring. Love, Con-
stance Dozier and family

Mike Mattox and Amy O’'Donnell moved
from Metairie, La. (New Orleans HQ) to
Houston, Tex., where we are now in
Community District. Please stay in touch.
Ournew addressis 5401 Chimney Rock,
#988, Houston, TX 77081-2040; phone,
713-666-2036. Our e-mails are the
same: amystuff@juno.com and mike-
mattox@juno.com. | would also love to
receive e-mails from any members |
practiced within 29 Palms, CA from 1986
to October 1988. | made 12 years this
October. Thank you, Amy O'Donnell
(“Amy The Redhead”)

Milestones

Itis with great joy and appreciation that
Billand Amy Morgante, and big brother
Lewis, welcome to our family beautiful
Alana Rose Yoshimi. Her arrival on Au-
gust 6th proved, once again, that no
prayer goes unanswered. Many thanks
for the great support and encourage-
ment from all our SGI friends. Best
wishes, Amy Morgante

Proud, happy, excited and tired new
parents Martin Appelbaum and Anna
Cole of St. Paul, Minn. welcome their

newest member to Aurora District!
Fortune Baby Allyson Paige (7 Ibs., 11
0z. & 21 1/2 inches) was born Tues.
Sept. 22, 1998, right in the midst of
SGI Minnesota’s 3 week run of the
“Children’s Rights and Realities” ex-
hibit. Great benefit!

On Sept. 29, the former Mayor of Los
Angeles Tom Bradley died at 80 years
old. He was a friend to the SGlI for as
long as | have been a member. His
support was appreciated and will be
missed. Goodbye to a great man. Philip
Ray, Ventura, Calif.

Your daimoku and prayers are greatly
appreciated by: The Keding Family
(Rose, 32 yr. member, Daniel & Bob-
bie (parents) and Paul & Cindy Mc-
Donald (step-parents) ,for: Joshua
James Keding, 19, who passed on
into a new life,on Aug. 7th,1998.
“Josh”was a wonderful person with a
“Big Heart” and was an avid stu-
dent,golfer,fisherman,and hiking/
camping enthusiaist. Rennaisance
Chapter thank you for your prayers
and support at this time. The Keding
Family

Santa Barbara members celebrated
the life of Keiko Mia Inoue with a gath-
ering at Las Positas Friendship Park
on September 20. Keiko was loved by
hundreds of members and had friends
throughtout the USA and the world.
She was a member and leader of the
SGl for over 26 years. The event was
well attended. She is sadly missed and
our hearts are full of wonderful mem-
ories...thanks Mia for your love and de-
votion. Lucy Looker

In memory of Gloria Yvone Frazier
Dean, who dedicated her life to the
propagation of world peace through
shakubuku and continuous encour-
agement to all members. Gloria, | will
always love you and I'm proud to
have been your daughter in faith.
Thank you so very much from the
bottom of my heart. Sincerely, Autry
Harris.

Congratulations

Congratulations to Dana Asque
Williamson! Dana, you passed the
NASD’s Series 7 test and you now
have a general securities license. You
chanted a lot of daimoku, fulfilled your
responsibilities as a junior/senior high
school regional leader, and studied
hard and consistently.| am proud of the
way you rose to this challenge with
confidence, courage and persistence.
Lots of love, your mother, Marva A.
Williamson, Chicago.

| would like to congratulate William S.
Strong |1l for receiving the Gohonzon
on Oct. 4, 1998. William and many
other members in the Killeen Chapter
had also either received or exchanged

ing his escape.

Jan. 26 — SGI Day

on the island of Guam

Upcoming Significant Dates

Nov. 11 — Komatsubara Persecution

In 1264, Nichiren Daishonin is attacked by swordsmen led by the
of the Komatsubara region in Japan. He receives a slash on his fort
and has his left hand broken, but his followers repel the attack, al

Nov. 18 — Soka Gakkai Founding Day
In 1930, Tsunesaburo Makiguchi founds the Soka Kyoiku Gakkai (Valjie-
Creating Education Society), which eventually grows into the SGI.

The Soka Gakkai International is established in 1975, with Dais
Ikeda as president, at a gathering of 158 representatives from 51 ngfiors

Feb. 16 — Nichiren Daishonin’s Birthday
Nichiren Daishonin, founder of the Buddhism practiced by the SG
born in 1222 in Awa Province, Japan, to a fisherman'’s family.

the Gohonzon! Congratulations to
all!!l Barbara A. Frazier

Congratulations to the Boys and Girls
Group of Texas and Oklahoma on their
successful festival which brought chil-
dren and adults from San Antonio,
Killeen, Houston, Austin and many
other areas to Dallas to learn about
Buddhism and the SGI, braving forbid-
ding weather. Great food, thoughtful ed-
ucational sessions and theatrical per-
formances filled the day for the young
and young at heart. Thanks to all who
gave their support and encouragement.

Events

Do you recognize these ZIP codes:
90277, 90278, 90254, 902662 Do you

live in Redondo Beach, Hermosa Beach
or Manhattan Beach? If you do, come
tothe Surf City District Commemorative
Meeting on November 21, 1998 at 4:00
p.m. It's going to be held in the Clark
Building located at 861 Valley Dr. Her-
mosa Beach, CA. For further info call
Dianaat (310) 376-9980. See yathere!!!

SGI Santa Barbara Boys and Girls
Group (Kids Scene) 4th Annual Hal-
loween Party was a huge success.
This event was a big friendship cele-
bration in the Santa Barbara commu-
nity. Thanks to all who attended and to
allwho supported the event. A special
thanks to the Dads who worked so
hard onthe HAUNTED HOUSE ...yes,
dear Dads, this year's was really
scary! Lucy Looker

SEND IT TO FINE PRINT!

+ Write your message. Please keep it short. (We can't
guarantee that all submissions will be printed, and we
reserve the right to edit or refuse to print messages.)

+To be considered for publication, you must send your
name, address, telephone number and e-mail address
(if you have one) along with your message.

+ Send your message to:

Fine Print, 525 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica, CA 90401,
or e-mail fineprint@sgi-usa.org.

Ad space is offered free of charge. No
dating or pen pal ads. No advertising for
products, services or commercial
transactions. Please keep in mind that
we can’t guarantee a specific publica-
tion date for your message.
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EXPERIENCE, FroM PAGE 1 For 10 years, | was fortunate
to work at the institution’s green-
broughtto trial and received an-house. Germinating seedlings
other 15-30 years, bringing mynurturing them into full bloom,
total minimum sentence to 25was such a benefit for me.
years. | attended Penn State Uni
Crystal helped me to realizeversity classes at the prison an{
the terrible causes | had made. have earned 24 credits to dategs
had accumulated so much badlow | am enrolled in a caning
karma. | realized that | had to deand wood refinishing appren-
velop my spirituality, to make ticeship program. Upon com-
the commitment to practicepletion, | will earn a license.
and incorporate this new way Atthe beginning of my prac-
of living into my life. | knew tice in 1986, there was only
that by chanting Nam-myoho-Crystal and me who chanted
renge-kyo, | would make thedaimoku here. Onthe weekend
necessary changes within tave would sit in a corner of the
develop into a caring, respon-TV room and do gongyo to-
sible human being. gether, since the administratio
The first major change washere at Muncy Prison did not
that | finally took responsibil- offer any place for us to meet§f;
ity for my behavior. Buddhism and pray. However, through ou
taught me that ultimately I'm combined efforts and some se|
in charge of my destiny. | cre-rious chanting, we have no
ate, | make, my own karma.grown into a real Buddhist
Once | understood this, | wascommunity.
ready to reach out and seek the Crystal was released from
help to address the other asprison years, but she would bd 3
pects of my life. so proud to see what has blosTchant to maketlnsnme,thmenwronment my sanctuary, Darlene Riffert says.
Immediately, | became in- somed from the seed that sh:
volved in every drug abuse pro-planted within me. | look back

In 1997, the prison’s chaplain

can so that some of this sen-
tence can be alleviated.

Looking back, | realize how
the prison environment could
have been the world of Hell for
me — or the Buddha land. |
chose to make this time, this en-
vironment, my sanctuary. | en-
courage other women to chal-
lenge themselves. Each one of
us has a choice, a purpose and,
yes, a mission to complete
while here on earth.

| now face my obstacles with
courage, believing in myself and
chanting Nam-myoho-renge-
kyo. The Mystic Law of cause
and effectis absolute. With this in
mind, | nowcare about my ac-
tions toward other people, how
| speak and even how I think.
I make a conscious effort to
treat everyone with dignity
and respect.

My proudest moments are
every week on Monday after-
noons when our Buddhist com-
munity of around 10 gathers to
perform gongyo and encourage
one another. | love each member

How very fortunate | am! | and appreciate her determination

gram available. I've partici- at my almost 12 years of prac{ocated an outside SGI-USAwant to be a drug counselorto learn and develop into a great
pated in every therapeutictice and recognize the numermember who willingly comes and help change poison intoSoka Gakkai member. | look
program offered here at Muncy.ous benefits in my life. | am and chants with us once a montimedicine with those in need. lupon each member as a wonder-
| have challenged myself witheternally grateful to the Go-Imagine my tears of joy whenhave 11 years remaining on myful benefit in my life, to help me

educational and vocational pro-honzon that xsts within my my eyes finally gazed upon theminimum sentence. |
grams as well. life. Gohonzon for the first time!

amwork toward the attainment of
chanting and doing all that Ikosen-rufu. Thank you.

Wil

JANETTE L. STEWART, WILLIAMSPORT , Pa.

Supporting the Muncy Group

r about a year now, | sort of guidance and thus
have been conductingopened her heart and the fa
monthly discussion cility to me as a representa-
meetings at the Statetive in faith.

Correctional Institution at  Williamsport District has
Muncy Women'’s Prison. | am 25 members and is geo-
the Williamsport Districtleader graphically isolated from
in Pennsylvania. In the Muncyany community center and
Group, we chant to my small, most other members. (We
portable Gohonzon, study andare about four hours away
share experiences. Thisis afirstrom the nearest community
at the Muncy Prison. center.)

The prison chaplain, Joanne It has been my pleasure
Torma-Kelly, through her be- and trenendous fortune to
lief that all religions should have this opportunity to en-
be properly represented incourage people to chant —
the prison community, hasespecially women who, for
enabled the SGI-USAto holdone reason or another,
weekly meetings. Darlenehave not been able to func-
Riffert, an inmate for 12 tion productively in soci-
years, has been taking reety. | leave these prison
sponsibility for the propaga- discussion meetings with
tion and growth of Nichiren new vitality, inspired by
Daishonin’s Buddhism herethe sincerity and freshness
without ever receiving the of women who have discov-
Gohonzon. The chaplain feltered that they truly can
itwould be beneficial to con- change lieir incredibly deep
nect this group with somekarma. Wl

Janette Stewart is the Williamsport District leader in Pennsylvania.

Virtual Tour

You may have missed visit-
ing the “Linus Pauling and
the Twentieth Century” ex-
hibition in San Francisco (it
ends Nov. 7), but now you
canvirtually visit it. A vir-
tual tour has been com
pleted and added to the oft
ficial exhibition Web site,
www.paulingexhibit.org.
While the virtual tour uses
text and images from the ext
hibition, it's designed for an
optimal Web experience
and doesn’t simply to du-
plicate the actual exhibition
space. For the last thre
months, Internet users hav
been enjoying this Web site
which, like the exhibition,
introduces the life and times
of Linus Pauling, the father
of modern chemistry. It also
explains the story behind
the creation of the exhibi-
tion. The Web site is a joint
project of the Linus Pauling
family, Oregon State Uni-
versity, his alma mater, ang
the SGI. Plans are underway
for the actual exhibition to
travel to more cities next
year, but firm dates and lo-
cations are still to be sl

D
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Appreciating Our Planet — Every Day

How can we be more
thoughtful toward our
planet each day?
Sanjay Gaur has some
concrete ideas.

By SANJAY GAUR

LOS ANGELES

The wise may be called
human, but the thoughtless
are no more than animals.
(The Major Writings of
Nichiren Daishonin, vol. 2
[2nd ed.], p. 240)

growth rate. We too easilyways to encourage members tavould be by the end of the
blame other countries for all thebe more thoughtful about howday.
environmental degradation,our individual actions affect We talk a lot about being ex-
saying that is caused by overthe planet. For instance, thinkamples in our society, about
population. about how many things in onebeing willing to take responsi-
This problem is just one side ofday we throw away. Or betterbility. Yet how often do we talk
the coin; the other side is conyet imagine if we had to carryabout being people thoughtful
sumption. The World Bank esti-all the things that we throw of how our daily actions affect
mates that a typical American overaway! Just think how big this our planet? To discuss tha
his lifetime will consume and pol- amount there should be no racism is
lute the same amount as 29 peo- nice, but to discuss how we ca
ple in Bangladesh. Since the overcome our racial tendencies
United Stateshasapop- is a step much deeper. In the
ulation of 270 same spirit, we need to star
million peo- @ discussing how we can show
ple,the U.S. 8 appreciation obur planet
consump- i every day.
tion level it The United Nation has
equalto7.8 made fiveguidelines on
billion how to solve the
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s an SGI member, | havepoints to the
heard much about envi-huge disparity be-
ronmental problems from SGltween the “developed’
President Ikeda's speechesounties anthe “de-
and dialogues veloping” countries.
with dignitaries, The United Nations
and exhibitions states that 2percent of
that have been the world'speople in the
sponsored bythe high income countries
SGI. Yet | feel account for 86 percent of
that the current total private consumption
environmental expenditures; the poorest
crisis that we 20 percent a minuscule 1.3
are entering needsrther dis- percent. This is not a popu-
cussion; ineeds our wisdom. lar issue in the United
There are two majaources of States, since our whole
environmental probtes, the first economy is based on us con|

and 5) moving toward envi-
ronmentally sound pricing.
The first three are directly re-

the use of energy and
resources; 2) minimiz-
ing the generation of
wastes; 3) assisting indi-
viduals and households|
to make environ-
mentally sound
purchasing
decisions;
4) exercising
leader$ip through
government purchasing;

being overpopulation. Thisis apopsuming as much as possi-
ularissue inthe United $e, since ble.
this isnotan issue for us — but

President lkeda has,
itis anissue for “developing” na- addressed this issue,
tions. For instance, Bangladesltbefore, but | feel
has a population growth ratethat the SGI-USA

that is twice as high as the U.Smust start to look at

lated to individual action.
These along with open discus
sion are the first steps neede
for us to start a life where we're
more thoughtful on a daily
basis toward this wonderful
planet we live on. WT]
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Fruit Salad?

a passage from SGI President Ikeda’s poem “Suliyaf’ in

correct translation, however, is cherry, plum, peach and damsonexpress much diversity.
The principle ob bai to riillustrates that different kinds of

som” in many different ways.
sity can work. As everyone makes efforts to improve thetimate” (Gosho Zenship. 784).
selves, to develop their greater selelsai to riis revealed. In
our best, appreciating those of other ethnicities.”

So what's a damson®ebster's New World Dictionage-
fines it as “a variety of small, purple plum; bullace,” dmnd-

Isit cherry, plum, pear and damson? Or cherry, plum, peach and damson? And what's a damson, anyway?

My recent study article “What an Un-Concept” (Oct. 23) citddceis defined as damson. Secondarily, it means muscadine,
“an American grape...with small leaves, simple tendrils, an
which he refers to the principtebai to ri In that article and in small clusters of large, spherical, musky, purple grapes.”
the 1993 booly Reflections— as well as some other sources In the sense dj bai to ri, though, damson means a kind of
— o bai toriis translated as cherry, plum, pear and damson. Tilem — but the translation cherplum, peach anglumwould-

In translations of portions of Nichiren Daishonin’s “Record
trees blossom and bear fruit in unique ways. Likewise, huntrihe Orally Transmitted Teachings,” the waygticotis used
beings develop their unique talents and capabilities and “blosstead odamson “Cherry, plum, peach or apricot blossoms
—all, just as they are, are entities possessing their own unique

SGI-USA General Director Fred M. Zaitsu once wrote thgtalities. Coming to realize and see this [in each living entity]
“with a foundation of Nichiren Daishonin’s Buddhism, diveris what is meant by the worgo, meaning to measure or to es-

Translation issues aside, the principle of cherry, plum, peach
this way, we all take pride in our unique heritages, trying to dad damson conveys the profound value and uniqueness of gac
human life. And if you ask me, that point could be made jus
as well with apple, orange, fig and lime.

— LISA JONES, Staff Writer

o
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The World Tribune welcomes
reader submissions. If you are
interested in contributing an article
or photograph, please contact us
for guidelines. Together we can
make a great newspaper.
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The Right Move

The World Tribunewas a publi-
cation | was unaware of —until a
couple of months ago. Until that
time, | was a meiver with the Courage IS the Key
Nichiren Shoshu temple in
Chicago. After subscribing, | | was touched by the experience
realized that the SGI is not aThirty Years of Growth” by
cult like the temple suggested]loyd Fischel (Oct. 9). It came
but an actual educatireystem on a day that | was feeling de
of the Daishonin’s true intent for pressed. | have been practicing
this wonderful Buddhism we all for 24 years and | can ab-
practice. solutely relate to what he is
| realized after reading thesaying. | needed to be re-
World Tribunethat people out in minded that we do indeed cre
society practicing and chantingate our karma, which is why we
Nam-myoho-renge-kyo seem toexperience the good, bad and
be some of the most vibrant peoevil. | have been struggling
ple, and helping others to growwith my own demons, which
After also visiting the culture cen-causes me to fget that | have
ter in Chicago and visiting with this wonderful practice. | got so
SGI members in Madison, | amcaught up in my misery that | lost
thoroughly convinced that thissight of how to take on my prob-
was the right move. lems through my Buddhist prac-
However the most importanttice.
aspect that | have seen is in the President Ikeda says, “All you
Mailbox in theWorld Tribune need is courage.” The Daishonir
Why? Unlike the temples, theresays, “A coward cannot have any
is the freedom to express howof his prayers answered.” Your
we feel, and be able to questiomprayers will not be fulfilled if you
our peers.... are a coward. Victory and glory|
| have not seen such range oare both born from courage.
topics or views related in such a Thanks again for sharing your
way to one purpose. That pur-beautiful experience.
pose: to teach others the magni- —MARY REEVES,
tude of life and the chanting of Virginia Beach West, Va.

the Mystic Law (Nam-myoho-
renge-kyo).
—ARCHIE DURAND,
Chicago

Tips on Preparing
an Experience

* An experience, or testimonial inulous benefits can give the wrong im-
faith, is your opportunity to share withpression about Buddhism. Be careful to
others the story of how you've grown asilways explain the workings of Bud-
a result of practicing Nichiren Daisho-dhism, how a person’s internal change re-
nin’s Buddhism. Experiences share yousulted in a benefit.
feelings and thoughts — bad and good, ¢ It is a person’s powers of faith and
positive and negative — and usually inpractice which bring forth the powers of
clude a relevant quote from the Daishathe Buddha and the Law in the Gohonzon
nin’s writings and other words that havdthe four powers). Therefore, rather than
inspired you. say the “power of the Gohonzon” or the

*What is the essence of your faith ex‘Gohonzon changed my life,” talk about
perience? Readers or listeners should ltee “power of my faith and practice to the
absolutely clear. They will be if you are. Gohonzon” or how “my practice to the

* Many great experiences are dracohonzon changed my life.” In this way
matic. Be aware of how your story mighthe relationship between one’s efforts in
follow a narrative line. Here are somdaith and practice and the power of the Go-
questions that you can ask yourself thozon is made clear eatiime.
discover the narrative line of your story: « There are many phrases we use in the
What was the initial problem or diffi- SGI that can be understood only by us.
culty? What strategies did you use to fixn experiences especially, such phrases
the problem? Did things get worse3hould be avoided or explained so any-
How did you struggle? When did youone can understand them. For instance,
become aware of the power of youwhat does “I fused with the Gohonzon”
Buddhist practice with regard to youreally mean? “I chanted abundant
problem? What was your crucial mo-daimoku” doesn'’t really say anything,
ment, your “do or die” situation? Whateither.Abundanis a relative term. How
breakthrough or realization did youmuch did you chant?
have? How did this deepen your faith? < Chanting sincere daimoku for your
Did you feel appreciation? What are yogxperience to encourage others is crucial.
going to do now? The purpose is not to congratulate your-

 Benefits are not miracles. Externatelf but to encourage others in their faith.
benefits result from internal changes. A great experience comes from the heart
overemphasis on conspicuous or mirade touch others’ hearts. W]

The SGI-USA's weekly
newspaper brings you:

*INSPIRATION
*TESTIMONIALS IN FAITH
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PHoTo Essay — GREGORY NakasuJl, CHIEF PHOTOGRAPHER

LIFE in Motion -

-

SGI-USA members of Los Angeles Area rg
cently brought a new breeze of hope, ce
bration and harmony to the community "
Watts. In the summer of 1965, Watts w, !
the focal point of one of the deadli/®
episodes of civil unrest in the natio
history. On Oct. 18, 1998, it becan
the gathering place for a multi-eth
fusion of theater, dance and mug:
held for the first time in SGI's histor#® “
in the heart of South Central Los A
geles. This Inner City Culture Fes
val took place at Markham Middl
School with the theme “Transforn
ing Discord into Harmony for th
New Century.”

The festival began with a series
exhibits in the school’s lobby. Inside !
auditorium, community residents wi
have made a difference were prese
with certificates of recognition in front O
an audience of 400.

The centerpiece of the festival was a toud
ing and lyrical play titled.ife in Motion
— LEON JONES

W

RS,

e

President Ikeda on Arnold Toynbee
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Atlanta Kids Hold

fnfst

By Pamela Plummer, Atlanta

See the gold, happy butterfly

and the balloon fly down and up the hill
and over the purple sea

where flowers open like friends

and small stars light up the cloud.

— written by Atlanta Tri-Area Boys and Girls Group, Aug. 16

This poem and many other treasured
memories were created at the Atlanta Tri-
Area Boys and Girls Summer Fest on Aug.
16 at the Atlanta Community Center. The
festival featured a magic show, poetry writ-
ing, exercise, facing painting and indoor
and outdoor games and activities.

“My mom painted faces, and I was in
the big group picture,” beamed Cherie
Taylor.

“My mother was watching me [during
the fest],” said an assured Crystal Green.

Outdoor games were hand-designed by
Boys and Girls Group Coordinator Lisa
Snyder.

“I liked throwing the bean bags inside
the clown’s mouth,” said Sheena Davis.

“I hit down nine cans,” chimed her

brother, Justin.

Many youth were glad for an opportu-
nity to experience something a little dif-
ferent at the community center.

“I got to play ping pong!” said an ex-
cited Khalilah Gardner.

The 1st Annual “Friends for Peace”

ESSAYContest

Looking to
Families for
Peace and
Happiness

in the

21st Century

THEME:

How the hap-
piness of my
family affects
the peace and
happiness of
the world.

TOPLS:
* What I like
about my family.

* What I learn
about peace and
happiness from
my family.

* How I
contribute to my
family’s happiness
through chanting.

CATEGORTES:

5-6 years old
7-9 years old
10-12 years old

DEADLINE:
Jan. 31, 1999

One of the SGI’s eternal guidelines is
for its members to create happy and
harmonious families through faith.
Happy families are the building
blocks for a happy and peaceful
world.

SGI President Ikeda encourages us:

“Families that share bonds of closeness
based on day-to-day efforts are ones in
which the members feel comfortable
and at ease with each other, no matter
where they are or what they’re doing.”

Think about how the happiness of
your family will affect the peace and
happiness of the world in the coming
21st century. Then choose and share
your thoughts with us about one of
the above theme topics.

The length is no more than two
pages, double spaced. A special com-
mittee will judge the essays on the
quality of writing, the depth of
thought, originality and whether you
include actual (real, concrete) exam-
ples to explain your thoughts. The
top three winners in each category
will have their essays published in
“Friends for Peace” in 1999. Essay
participants receiving Honorable
Mention will be announced.

To enter: Send in your essay and a
photo of yourself to Friends for
Peace, PO. Box 1427, Santa Monica,
CA 90406. Indicate which category
you are entering and the theme topic
you have chosen. Please include your
name, address and telephone number.
All essays become the property of
“Friends for Peace.” h

:.LUHE

4 ACTION COALI
SEPTEMBER 26, 1991

2

By Diana Decker
Phoenix

he Phoenix
Culture
Center wel-

comed 96 guests
from the Inter-
faith Action Coalition at a
worship service and dinner
on Sept. 26. The coalition
sponsors get-togethers at a
different place every six
weeks.

One of Saturday’s high-
lights was a skit about “The
Boy Who Cried Wolf,” per-
formed by the Boys and
Girls Group. An unusual
spin on the tale had the veg-
etarian wolf become a good
friend in the end.

BOYS AND GIRLS
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Philadelphia

Tam a foster child. I have been chanting for one-and-a- |
half years. I wanted to see my mom and sister. I used to
cry all the time. My new mom told me to sit with her
mornings and do gongyo and chant Nam-myoho-renge- ) N
kyo.

I did chant, and I chanted for a long time. I cried and cried
forever. T kept on crying and chanting Nam-myoho-renge- &
kyo. Then, a long time later, I saw my mom and sister! l

I still chant all the time. I am even learning the gongyo ™\

book. E

NAOMT LYNE HoPE LEIMAN, &

Spencer, S.Dak.

I started first grade this September. Before I start-
ed school, I wanted to do something good for
people. I chant and chant daimoku with my mom,
Grama and my little sister, Nikkita. Afterward, we
discussed the plan for our town, Spencer, which
recently had a natural disaster.

Many people lost everything. We thought about
how we could help. Then we collected cans for
one month. My grampa’s brother and his friends
also helped. Grama and I brought everything to
the recycling place. We got $40 and donated it to
the Red Cross in Rapid City for Spencer. The Red
Cross person said, “How sweet of your heart.”
My heart was so happy; and Spencer’s kids will get
some school things.

Now I try my best to chant and chant. I now en-
joy school, and ’'m making a lot of friends, and I
have kind teachers. Gohonzon and the SGI are my
treasure!! B

ERIKA €LVELSTON, 6

Albuquerque, N.M.

I attend Corrales Elementary School. Our class has a mas-
cot named Arthur — he’s like on television when you
watch the show Arthus, which I like. He has brown ears
and wears brown glasses and has a yellow shirt and blue g
pants. I was chanting to take Arthur home, and a few 8
days later it happened.

They have this can, and you reach down inside of it
and grab a name. Whoever’s name gets drawn gets to
take Arthur home for the night. My name got drawn,
and I got Arthur like I wanted.

I also chanted for Adam to stop chasing me at
school, and it’s starting to stop. [EY

"'b...........l

1HE QUIET LOVELY MEADGv

By Kate Weiskopf, 11
Encino, Calif.

The quiet lovely meadow
glistens with dewdrops at sunrise.

The wind whispers
as it plays with my hair.

The yellow daisies
dance in the breeze

The bubbling brook

makes music that makes me laugh

The robin chirps a lovely song
that sings along with the brook.

Under the clouds and sky;
I feel like T am part of the meadoy

ASK AMANDA

class. I like him a lot, but my girl-

friend gets more attention from him than I do.

I would like him to notice me better. Dear
Amanda, please help. — Your fiiend in Flovida

Dear Friend in Florida,

No one can explain why certain people are at-
tracted to each other. That’s not something you can control. But
try not to base how you feel about yourself on what this boy
thinks of you. Be aware that you have the Buddha nature inside,
and that’s a precious and beautiful thing.

Not everyone is going to realize the jewel within you. Of course,
it’s always more fun to be liked. But the reality of life is that some
people will appreciate you and some won’t (no matter what out-
rageous things we try to do to get their attention!). You should
know that your life has great value, and someone with the wisdom
of the Buddha will appreciate that.

Who knows? Things may change. This boy may start to notice
you. Maybe he won’t. But the important thing is that you know
you are a great and precious person. Eventually that knowledge
will manifest in your environment, which means it will show up
in your life with the effect of a boyfriend who thinks you’re ter-
rific. If this certain boy doesn’t have the good sense to recognize
all the great things within you, that’s his loss. Be confident that as
long as you keep doing your best to improve yourself and fight to
realize every last one of your goals, the right people will be at-
tracted to your life.

— Amanda

Thanks to Sara Algase, Amanda’s friend in New York, for sending us her answer.
Hey, kids, what’s on your mind? Ask Amanda. Send your questions to:
“Ask Amanda” ¢/o “Friends for Peace”

525 Wilshire Blvd.

Santa Monica, Calif. 90401

Dear Amanda,
There is a boy in my

“FRLENDS for Peace” thanks everyone who con-
tributed to this issue. Please send your experience
(around 150 words), comments, questions or news
article to: “Friends for Peace,” World Tribune, 525
Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica, CA 90401.
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NQUVEMBER TUDY TOPLC:

EACH of us exists as we are today thanks to the help and sup-
port of a great many people. Therefore, it is only natural to have
appreciation and gratitude, not only for our parents, but for all
people. (SGI President Ikeda, The New Human Revolution, vol. 5,
pp- 54-55)

WHEN we say something kind to another person, our simple words
of praise or thanks can make them feel good. Parents love it when their
children say, “Thank you” or “I love you.” When you ofter words of
thanks or encouragement to someone, watch their face light up. Even
just smiling at others makes them feel good. Animals like it, too, when
you give them a treat or spend time with them or clean out their cage.

SENDING APPRECIATION POSTCARDS

SEND somcone a postcard to let him or her know you appreciate his
or her friendship. You can either buy a postcard or make your own by
using thick paper (card stock). If you make your own, on one side
write a message and leave space for the address and a 20-cent stamp.
On the other side, you can draw a picture of something you did with
that person or something you like to do. It is fun to get mail, espe-
cially when it is from a friend.

WHO arc some people you appreciate?

THE CLEVELAND KIDS YARD CREW'

Sept. 6: (Left to right, back to front) Josie Graff
(back center), Donna Polk (making peace signs),
Jasmine Nelson, Zoe Parsons, Ke’ana Lawson,
Nathan Heineman (white hat), Cindy (next to
Nathan), Jordan Nelson, Zane Parsons, Liam De-
walt, Alex Haavisto, Aquilla Haavisto, Tahara Mc-
Clame, Nia and Jarod Perry-Richardson. E31

WHY do you appreciate them? "llll'l'llinn ans AND Elnls
CALIFORNIA
NAME ‘
NAME
NAME
NAME . Ry
By Max MCGOUgh, 10 At the campout, me and my friends
Samta Rosa, Colif: by Lsnnc
N\
NAME ur annual three-day camp-out at ﬁffgf):‘%
Spring Lake was such a great expe-beo
) S, " rience! The boys and girls took total responsibili-

ty from the very beginning. We had planned several
AK ; 5 () ¥ 2 '.?( . /,i ,‘X f 7 WO ED ‘ZRAMBLE activities, but they had much better things to do and took

Here are many words similar to AppRECZIATLZON. Can you find the words listed below?

CONSIDER

ESTEEM

REGARD
AWARE
ADMIRE

GRATITUDE
GRATEFUL

RESPECT
CHERISH

THANKFUL
RECOGNIZE

HONOR

T C&m X 2P I =
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- p Z mmZ = =
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charge of their own entertainment!

There was swimming in the lake, boating, fishing, hiking,
arts and crafts. The boys and girls seemed to be on their
own rhythm and just happy to be together and make
friends. But the most favorite part of all was a fantastic tal-
ent show entirely put on by the children at the Saturday
night campfire. They entertained us with an amazing mag-
ic show and with an open mike of jokes that went on long
into the night. What a bunch of comedians!

Friends traveled from San Francisco, Eureka and every-
where in between to join the fun. The boys took pictures of
everyone while the grown-ups, for once, were able to sit
back, relax and enjoy! E1



6 NOVEMBER 6, 1998 F;Rror E:er

e-o

(Based on excerpts from Discussions on Youth by
SGI President Daisaku Ikeda).

What is a firiend? A friend is o person you know,
like amd trust. A fiiend con be your neighbor,
brothey, sister, mom, dad, school buddy or teacher:
How do you know who to make fiiends with?

“Sometimes your friends can have a stronger in-
fluence over you than your parents or anyone else.
So if you make good friends — friends who are in-
terested in improving and development themselves
— you will move in a positive direction as well.”

What if you dow’t have any good fiiends?

“But if some of you feel that you don’t have any
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close friends right now; please don’t worry: Just tell
yourselves that you don t have any now so that you
can have wonderful friends in the future. Concen-
trate your energies now on becoming fine people.

“T'm sure that in the future some of you will
have friends all over the world.”

Sometimes we try to become friends with some-
one, but we may feel ignoved or slighted. What
do we do then?

“If you feel hurt or betrayed by someone, is-
't it better to make a new friend, rather than
stop trusting people altogether? No matter how
other people are or what they do, it is impor-
tant that you walk your own path, believing in
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yourselves. If you remain constant and stay true
to yourselves, others will definitely come to un-
derstand your sincere intent one day.

“More importantly; all of you have the pow-
er of daimoku behind you. I have heard many
experiences in which people have recounted
that they were victims of bullying, but after
chanting sincere daimoku, they suddenly found
one day that the bullying had ceased. By chant-
ing about your problems, you will find your-
selves quite naturally overcoming al hardshlps
and sufferings, almost without your even being
aware of it. When you look back later, you will
clearly appreciate this fact.”
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What does the concept of zenchishiki (jood
firiend) in Nichiven Duishonin’s Buddhism
mean to you?

“In any event, it’s important to understand that
ﬁ’lCl’ldShlp depends on you, not on the other per-
son. It all comes down to your attitude and con-
tribution. I hope you will not be fair-weather
friends, only helping others when circumstances
are good and leaving them high and dry when
some problem occurs; instead, please become the
kind of people who stick by their friends with un-
changmg loyalty through thick and thin.

“It is also i important that you chant for your
friends. This is a sign of true friendship.”
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