MESSAGE

President Ikeda sends a
message to the American
Psychology Association
conference in San Fran-
cisco calling for more dia-

SPEECH

Echoing President
Kennedy’s words that
‘Courage, not compla-
cency, is our need E
today,” the SGI President [

says that what the world logue between Buddhism
needs more than any- and psychology.

thing now is courage.
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IN THIS SSAY, THE
SGI F'REBIISNT PRAIS- _
ES ALL TEACHERS FOR
THE NOBLE WORK THAT
THEY DO. .‘ UCATION
IS A PROCESS OF STIMU-
LATING AND AWAKENING
PEOPLE AT THE CORE OF
THEIR BEING, THEREBY
ENABLING THEM TO UN-
LOCK AND DEVELOP THE
POWER WITHIN TO CREATE

HAPPINESS,’ WRITES.

‘THE SOURCE
STIMULATION |
SIONATE DEDIC,
TEACHERS T
DENTS’ WELFARE,
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and problems faced by the teachment is the teacher. We all knowthe first?

ers of our academic division.  the story of Helen Keller. Having  Two weeks after Anne Sulli
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No One
Else

By CRAIG GREEN

SGI-USA YOUTH DIVISION STUDY COMMITTEE

You, too, must spare no effort
in offering up prayers with
firm faith. It is not that my
resolve [to save you] is weak,
but that for each of you, the
strength of your own faith will
be the decisive thing. (“The
Story of Ohashi No Taro,” The
Major Writings of Nichiren
Daishonin, vol. 6, p. 155)

Over the last year, | have begun
swimming lessons. Nothing
fancy, justtrying to overcome my feal
of the water. I'm
not one with very
good aquatic abil-
ity. | have the un-
derwater finesse
of a stapler. I'm
like a boulder try-
ing to float.
During my
last semester of

In My Life

NICHIREN lessons, | would
DAISHONIN'S|  go early to try out
WRITINGS IN

what the teacher
had gone over
the week before.
Every time | was about to begin, be-
fore plunging myself intthe depths
of the shallow end, one simple fact
would come to mind: The only way|
that I'll ever learn to swim is to get in
the water. There is no secret progral
no magical wish, no secret praye
Head in the water, push off from the
edge, kick and move your arms. Whe|
| get in the water, no one can swin
for me. | either swim, or | don't.
And the same is true of my pract
tice. Either | practice, or I don’t. No
one else is responsible for my
prayers being answered. No on
else is responsible for my hopes fq
the future becoming areality. No on
is responsible for me but me. Th
above passage comes from a lett]
written to Nanjo Tokimitsu in 1276,
after Nichiren Daishonin had retired
to Mount Minobu. The Daishonin is
very strict about Tokimitsu's devel-
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opment. He touches on this key issue:

responsibility for your faith.

After 10 years of practice, | still
find myself occasionally practicing
out of habit, or even worse, out of
guilt. Then | invariably overcom-
pensate by practicing with no drive
at all. I'm constantly asking myself
how to practice from the right place
But one thing | know: | alone de-
termine the strength of my practice.

The struggle is to understand
this, without any heaviness or guilt
to pray and to keep going forward.
One lap at a time.

DePENDENT ORIGINATION

The Spark of a Relationship

relationships, the concept of dependersomeone, say, whose slightest gesture
origination illustrates that two marriagelaunches us on a heart-churning journey
partners, say, or the people of two differef self-discovery. (That's what | mean by
ent countries or races exist only in relapow)
tion to each other. By recognizing thisre- Suppose this kind of person appearsin
ality and basing ourselves on thiour environment — he or she could be
understanding of coexistence, we can reonsidered an external cause that makes
solve even the most severe interpersonalanifest the internal cause. The internal
conflicts. If we're enmeshed in an un-effect, then, is that we feel attracted to this
happy marriage, for examplesolution person. The external effect, let's suppose,
does not necessarily mean that the masthat we stare, smile...or flee in fear. The
ou make eye contact withriage itself will or must survive. Rather, itpoint is that the external effect simulta-
someone, angow You sud- means that both parties will find a way tsmeously becomes an external cause that
denly realize that you share dive harmoniously, so that both can thrivériggers further internal causes and ex-
deep connection.... and be true to themselves. (This kind dernal effects, in an endless chain of
The Buddhist concept of dependentesolution begins when one person deausalityPow
origination posits the interdependenceides to make it happen. Dependent orig- Even the most seemingly insignificant
— or deep connection — among alination posits, after all, that if one persomsubtleties of life are entwined in an all-
things. All beings and phenomena exiss strong or takes initiative, his or her acencompassing relationship of intercon-
or occur only because of their relationtions necessarily influence the lives of alhectedness.
ship with other beings or phenomenaother people.) But the events in a chain of causality
Nothing can exist in absolute indepen- So when we make eye contact witlare not fixed or pre-determined. Rather,
dence nor arise of its own accord. someone angow — when we feel a we can break outin a new direction atany
The reality is that we are inseparabldeep connection with this person — it'sime. Buddhist practice — chanting Nam-
from all beings and the universe itselfbecause waredeeply connected to himmyoho-renge-kyo — is considered the
just as all beings and the universe are ior her. This can be further elucidated bgause that sparks inner revolution, the re-
separable from us. To think or act otherdependent origination on a “micro” level formation of all our causes and effects.
wise is essentially to divorce ourselvess a chain of causality within the depths Ultimately, to understand dependent
from reality. As SGI President Ikeda exof our lives. origination means to appreciate every-
plains: “The Buddhist scriptures include Buddhism teaches that each of us haking from which we and our present
the parable of ‘Two Bundles of Reeds,made various causes in the past and themrcumstances have originated — the
aptly demonstrating this relation of defore experiences various effects in theupport of parents, teachers, friends,
pendent origination. Only by supportingpresent. We've formed inherent causes lBuddhism &nd the influences of all those
each other can the two bundles stambr lives in the distant past, causes thabw! people). From this appreciation
straight — if one is removed, the otheare always part of life at the present maarises commitment, sincerity and com-
must fall. Because this exists, so doawent in a latent state. For example, wpassionate action.
that; because that exists, so does this."may have an inherent cause to be at-
On the “macro” level of interpersonaltracted to a certain kind of person —

WHAT A

Concept

ON THE BASIC IDEAS
OF NICHIREN DAISHONIN’S BUDDHISM

By LISA JONES

STAFF WRITER

Eighteen in a series

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ON FAITH

What Is Good Fortune?

By TED MORINO

STUDY DEPARTMENT LEADER

high life-condition and great character thaune within, based on the treasures of
we develop in Buddhist practice. the heart, a free, grand life-condition

The Daishonin stresses the imporwill be ours.
tance of nurturing the treasures of the Sowhat canwe doto accumulate these
heart by stating, “More valuable thartreasures of the heart? Buddhism teaches
treasures in a storehouse are the treasutieat what's important is not only to feel
of the body, and the treasures of the heasatisfied with our own happiness but to

Good fortune is something invis-are the most valuable of allTfie Major pray and take action for others’ happi-
ible. Therefore, it can be difficult Writings of Nichiren Daishoninvol. 2 ness. Taking action to help others get rid
to know whether we have it or not[2nd ed.], p. 238) of their sufferings — encouraging them

One Japanese Buddhist dictionary No matter how blessed we may be iin faith — is guaranteed to increase our
defines good fortune as “fortunate anthis lifetime in terms of treasures of thdortune.
virtuous causes and their effects thastorehouse and body, we can’t say we are It is also important to note that while
present in one’s life from the past tabsolutely happy because of them sinage can continue to accumulate good for-
this point in time, contribute greatly tothey’re impermanent by nature. And onlytune through Buddhist practice, we can
one’s happiness.” For instance, if yowhen backed up by the treasures of tredsoerasethe good fortune we have ac-
are born in good financial circum-heart can the greatest fortune within ourumulated — by making negative causes
stances, Buddhism says that's not a ctives shine brilliantly and manifest itselfthrough our actions, words, and thoughts.
incidence. It's a result of your virtuousin the form of the treasures of the store@ur fortune increases or decreases based
conduct in the past. house and body. on our behavior.

But Buddhism also says that material President Ikeda once stated: “All the From another standpoint, no matter
wealth is not long-lasting fortune. It's agood causes you have accumulated wiflow severe our circumstances may be, to
relative thing and does not guarantee onefefinitely manifest themselves in thisknow of the Law of Nam-myoho-renge-
true happiness. Nichiren Daishonin callfifetime. With your sincere faith in andkyo and to have sincere faith in it is the
material wealthtreasures of the store-practice to the Gohonzon, you camltimate good fortune. In this sense, the
house He further regards good healthfreely enjoy a great life-condition in Daishonin boldly asserts, “There is no
physical ability and social statustasa- exact accord with yourchinen or greater happiness for human beings than
sures of the bodifhen, he defines &dga- prayers and thoughts”. In other wordsgchanting Nam-myoho-renge-kyo”
sures of the heatthe strong life force, once we have accumulated good fortMW-1, 161). W]

Q What is good fortune?
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New

Leaders
Named

Dr. David Krieger, founder of the Nuclear Age Peace Foundation, speaks to SGI-USA members after his talk. Reiko Groshell
SGI-USA Vice Youth

Pauling Lecture Series = ™
Begins in San Francisco

By RON BAIRD campaigns for the abolition of  Future lectures in this series
SAN FRANCISCO BUREAU CHIEF nuclear weapons. At one pointinclude Dr. C. Norman Shealy|
he stressed that the Unitedvho will speak about “Youth and Carmela Menchaca
On Sept. 2, Dr. David Krieger States more than any otheHealth for the 21st Century” on SGI-USA Vice Women’s
presented the first in a series o€ountry must change its posi-Oct. 15 at 8:00 p.m. On Oct. 24 Divison Leader
lectures connected with thetion if nuclear weapons are toat 2:00 p.m., Thomas Hager, au
“Linus Pauling and the Twenti- be abolished. thor ofForce of Nature: The Life
eth Century” exhibition, which ~ “I'm convinced,” he said, of Linus Paulingwill team up
opens on Sept. 20 in San Fran“that the United States will not with Barbara Marinacci, editor
cisco. Dr. Krieger helps directbecome a leader in this effortof Linus Pauling in His Own
several international peace oruntil the people of this country Wordsand Linus Pauling on
ganizations. demand that their governmenteace — A Scientist Speaks O
In his presentation about thedo so.” He invited anyone so mo-on Humanism and World Sur- (
life of Dr. Pauling, he sharedtivated to join in his efforts to vival, to make a joint presenta- ?
scientific and political data thatgather signatures for a petitiortion. The series, held at the San  Rita Risom
underlies the urgency withdemanding the phased eliminafrancisco Culture Center'’s audi SGI-USA Vice Women'’s
which Dr. Krieger himself tion of nuclear weapons. torium, is open to the publi@m Division Leader

—

National

Renu Jiandani
SGI-USA Young Women's
Division Leader

Kaz Hatakeyama
SGI-USA Vice Youth
Division Leader

Nora Padayhag
SGI-USA Vice Women's
Division Leader

Linda Johnson .
Leader of the SGI-USA
WD Secretariat

Students: Help Soka University Name Its Streets

Soka UniVEl'Sity of A. Main Entrance and Entry Road ’
P s B. Road to Gym/Recreation Center/
Amerlca IS hOldlng a Athletic Facilities
contest for students to C. Loop Road around Campus
D. Road to Alumni Center/
name the new streets on Reception Center/
: : (] 3 Guest Residence
its Aliso Vle]O, Ca.llf" E. Secondary Entrance
campus, to open in 2001.

g/nd your suggestions, along
ith your name, address,

school (if applicable), school ad-
dress, grade, age, e-mail address,
and a brief explanation of why
you chose your suggestion. All
entries must be written in English
and be postmarked by Oct. 8&

sure to spgcift);_ which strefets Key \‘t\\\,l g )
ou are submitting names for. =i . -
P irins, may be foxed o (949) 1. Facilities Maintenance Building \/ 5. Student Services Building :
Y De | . 2. Gymnasium/Recreation Center 6. Classrooms/Offices )
472-3059, or mailed to: 3. Olympic Pool 7. Classrooms/Labs/Art & Music Studios/Offices

: 4. Lake and Fountain 8. Student Center
SUA Naming Contest, 9. Library

85 Argonaut, Suite 200,

10. Residence Halls

11. Alumni Center

12. Reception Center/Athenaeum

13. Special Guest Residence

14. Aliso and Wood Canyons
Wilderness Park (3,400 acres)

Aliso Viejo, CA 92656 The Aliso Viejo campus of Soka University of America. Streets are designated A. B, C, D and E.
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A Pilgrimage for Human Rights

After his daughter’s death,
Michel Baroin decided to carry
on her dream of being a bridge
between people — for human
rights.

Michel Baroin —
Champion of the Human Spirit

Recollections

By Daisaku Ikeda
| | —
?

ife cannot be stopped. It nevel Gourtesy of SEIKYO PRESS
looks back. It always moves for-
ward. Whatever dark force ma
try to block its endless flow, life
always overcomes it with an even greatg
force. Life knows no despair, even in th
face of death’s taunting dance. Life trif
umphs even over death, it pushes on.

Life is hope. Life is progress.

Michel Baroin. When | recall his name
| see before me the silhouette of a cour.
geous man who made his way through tl
cold waves of a loved one’s death and s|
sail on the vast, boundless sea of life.

I met him in Tokyo in January 1987. A
person of great presence — a combinatiq
of the fragrance of rich earth and the dig
nity of polished stone — he radiated a pa
sionate commitment to do what he b=
lieved was right.

At the time, he was traveling the worlc

Michel Baroin first met SGI President Ikeda in 1987, after years of correspondence.

In this sentiment, Mr. Baroin was in
fine company. A century earlier, the great
French author and poet Victor Hugo, in his
“Eulogy to George Sand,” described his
time as “this century whose missionitis to
complete the French Revolution and start
on the human revolution.”

Mr. Baroin read my novelhe Human
Revolutiorand, several years before we ac-
tually met, began communicating with me.
Because Mr. Baroin felt a strong sympa-
thy with the SGI’s activities for peace and
culture, the 1987 exhibition “The French
Revolution and Romanticism” at the
Tokyo Fuji Art Museum was designated
the first international event of the 200th
Anniversary Committee.

I will never forget how he humbly
thirsted for knowledge, like parched earth
drinking up the rain, when | spoke to him
about the Buddhist concept of human rev-
olution. “President Ikeda,” he said, “the
world today seems to be deteriorating ever
more rapidly. Our time here is short. That
is why, in terms of carrying out my re-
sponsibility as a member of the human
race, | want to make our celebration of the
200th anniversary of the Declaration of
the Rights of Man and the Citizen an event

as the director of the Committee to Comeouraging. And we loved you, my dearfrom Voltaire Junior High School, who signaling the start of the third millennium.”

memorate the 200th Anniversary of theveryone loved you for it.” used the Declaration of the Rights of Man Ourtime here is short, as he said. Only
French Revolution and the Declaration of Mr. Baroin’s grief knew no limit. In an and of the Citizen as a textbook, carefullit9 days later, on Feb. 6, 1987, he died in
the Rights of Man and the Citizen [1989]instant, the sun went from his life. It was @oing over each of its articles with thema plane crash over Cameroon in West
“The ideals of the French Revolution,” heerrible shock, almost destroying his faittThe city groaned under the heavy boots d@frica. When | visited Paris that June, |
said to me, “were liberty, equality and frain life itself. the occupying army, yet this teacher taugiptaid my respects to his wife and son, and
ternity. But today we must change their Though the serene smile on her face bhis students such immortal words as “Mehvisited his grave with them. Washed by
order to fraternity, liberty and equality.lied the tragic truth, his beloved daughteare born free and remain free and equal min, the white tombstone in Vaugirard
Only when we have true fraternity amondgay before him cold and lifeless. Death, heights,” and “These rights are Liberty,Cemetery gleamed brilliantly in the sun-
people can we achieve liberty and equataged, what has she done to anger yo®?operty, Safety and Resistance to Ofight. “Your husband and father was a
ity.” Was she too full of love for others? Did yopression.” great man,” | said. | also shared the say-

Today, callous self-interest often runsate her, Death, because she loved life so For the youth listening to this passioning that a wave only grows stronger when
rampant in the name of liberty. And cruemuch? the Declaration was not some musty, old meets resistance, my sincerest wish
oppression often marches under the ban- When his daughter died, somethinglocument. It was a cry for liberation, herdeing to encourage them in their time of
ner of equality. What we need is an altemwithin him died. But something was borrand now. It was the burgeoning energy dbss.
native that avoids these failures. in him as well. He recalled Véronique'sife, which no obstacle, no matter how Mr. Baroin was only 56. His life was

The solution advocated by Mr. Baroinfinal message: “To be a bridge that bringseavy, could block for long. brief. But there is something far worse than
is a society of fraternity. He calls out forpeople together.” These words were his death: notto have truly lived while one was
human beings to love one another, warmlearest keepsake — words that he woulgl\ fter serving as a chief of police in Al-alive. Mr. Baroin lived life. He was always
ing that unless we do, we have no futuréake with him even to the next world. H geria, Mr. Baroin entered politics andfully, heartily alive. He overcame all ob-
The bicentennial of France’s landmarlkdecided to make his daughter's dream higsas also active in business. Faith rastacles and moved forward. Even as he
human rights declaration was his opporttewn. That way, she would remain alivehrough all his many energetic pursuits —ell, he was in forward motion, and that, |
nity to take that message to the world. Anthrough him. faith that society cannot change unless weelieve, is proof of his final victory.
so he embarked on his journey, announc- Having lost that which was most prechange the individual. When he was in The year in which Mr. Baroin sought to
ing the value of friendship to all. He de-cious to him, Mr. Baroin no longer fearedgovernment, he insisted on listening to thepen the curtain on the new millennium,
scribed it as “a pilgrimage for humananything. Addressing his daughter, hpeople’s voices, consulting with citizens1 989, turned out to be a year of momen-
rights.” wrote, “l have decided to take up the chabefore taking any action that affected themious changes: the collapse of successive

Just before he took on this mission, heenge in your name, and for you.” HeHe urged that officials and bureaucratsommunist regimes in Eastern Europe and
experienced the most terrible of personalosed his pledge “with a final kiss fromchange their thinking and undertake, in hithe end of the Cold War. It was, | believe,
losses. His beloved daughter, Véroniqueour father for your eternal rest.” words, “a personal revolution.” the first step toward an open society, a so-
was killed in a car crash in April 1986. She Mr. Baroin was appointed director of As a businessman, he advocated bugiiety of fraternity, in which humanity joins
was only 22. the 200th Anniversary Committee severaless methods based on the needs of tleeces and creates the future.

In his bookThe Power of LoveMr. months after his daughter’s death. And higeople: to serve consumers and respond toMr. Baroin’s plane crashed just days
Baroin wrote, in tribute to his daughteriife began again. Many people, when thetheir needs, as well as listen to the opiniorafter he delivered the manuscriptTdie
“You were, for all of us, for your mother, have lost aloved one, come to a stop —tted suggestions of his employees. HerBpwer of Lovethe autobiography he began
your brother, your family, your grand-clock of their heart no longer keeps timetoo, he stressed the necessity for individuvhen his daughter died, to his publisher.
mothers and your friends, the sun of life.. But Mr. Baroin loved life too much. als to work on inner change, on theiThe book concludes with the following
The shorttime you were here inthisworld, He was born in 1930, and the Nazis odiuman revolution. passage: “My daughter Véronique, who
you chose to devote it to making us uneupied Paris when he was 9. His mother, a No doubt Mr. Baroin was impatient.knew well how to catch the coach to the
derstand that life is gaiety, joy, smiles angostal worker, and his father, a policemarT,he world had advanced dramatically irstars, would that we could dance the last
laughter.... You did not forget at any timemmediately joined the Resistance. Thecience and technology. Education oppowaltz together in peace....”
that life is also friendship, and that in ordewords courageand duty were the air he tunities were widely available. The re- Life may end, butthe spirit lives on. Fa-
to maintain and expand friendship, one hdweathed day and night, influencing hinguirements for wonderful lives for all werether and daughter alike shared a dream —
to be there for others. And you were everyprofoundly. in place. But why, then, was there so mudthe dream of making the world go round
where, bringing in your whirl ofjoyaword  He remembers one of his teachers ducenflict and discord? Why were the prewith love. Their waltz goes on forever now,
for everyone, always just right and so ering the Nazi occupation, his Latin mastecious resources of our world being wasted@st like the Earth’s rotation. W
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EVOLUTION

A NOVELIZED HISTORY OF THE SOKA GAKKAI

‘THE FLOWER OF CULTURE'

VOLUME 7, CHAPTER 1, PARTS 38-39

In a time of dramatic change, in the midst
of Cold War tensions, humanity trembles
under the threat of nuclear war. Mean-
while, Shin’ichi Yamamoto goes out of
his way to warmly support and
encourage individual members at
every opportunity, striving to infuse

“At present, we have several The directors were all smil-
Study Department professordng, and they burst into ap-
who received their training from plause.

Mr. Toda. But in the future, it  “Congratulations!”
will be essential that we produce “We did it, we really did it!”
many, many more great pioneers Elation filled the air. Each of
— leaders who deeply and thorthem had worked long and hard
oughly grasp the teachings ofwith Shin’ichi, completely
Buddhism for the sake of ourunited in purpose, for this day,
members around the world.”  this hour, this moment.
A membership of 3 million
households was the goal that
he color of the ocean Shin’ichi had announced on the
may change with the day he became president of the
weather, and rising Soka Gakkai— May 3, 1960. At
winds may stir billow- the headquarters general meet-
ing waves. But through all this, ing that day, he had declared that
the currents beneath the surfacke intended to reach that mark
remain unchanged, flowing qui-by April 2, 1964, the seventh
etly in the ocean’s depths. Whilememorial (sixth anniversary) of
events at home and abroad werdosei Toda’s death. Now it had
changing from day to day,been accomplished — and
Shin’ichi’s daily activities re- roughly 16 months ahead of
mained constant. schedule! The goal had been re-

In November, when the alized with lightning swiftness
Study Department exams were— a glorious achievementin the
held, he visited center after cenhistory of kosen-rufu.
ter to encourage the examinees Shin’ichi looked around at
and attended leaders meetingthe faces in the room, and he saw
of the student division andthat the directors’ eyes were
women’s division, doing his ut- moist with tears of joy.
most to guide the members. He “Thankyou all,” he said. “We
also went out of his way to have opened a new door in our
warmly support and encouragemovement for kosen-rufu. | am
individual members at every op-sure that Mr. Toda would be
portunity, striving to infuse their overjoyed at this marvelous

their lives with courage and hope.

in person and offer personal
guidance, and other times he
n November, the month of but surely — a great philosoph- “In the chaos of this transi- would send them poems or

lives with courage and hope.achievement and would tell us,
Sometimes he would meet themWell done.™

To be continued

chrysanthemum blossomsical movement firmly rooted in tional era, the schools of the dewords of encouragement.
in Japan, preparations begathe people’s lives. funct military government were It was very hard work —

for the Year of Study, as the Shin’ichi had no desire to nolonger open, and the newly reeften behind the scenes, unnof

Soka Gakkai had designated théuild a peace movement vulnerstored imperial governmentticed by others. It demanded an
coming year, 1963. able to changing times, thatseemingly had more pressingenormous amount of time ang

On Nov. 3, the preliminary, would someday crumble awayconcerns than schools. Fukuzawanergy, but these continuous siny

written portion of the Study De- into nothingness, like a castledid not ally himself with either cere efforts he had undertakef
partment promotional exams forbuilt on sand. To directly face thisside. He went on with his lecturessince becoming Soka Gakka
those currently teachers and aggoal that had been dear to huunfazed by the guns booming irpresident created a fresh mo
sistant teachers were adminismanity throughout history —the the distance. He was determinednentum that inspired the mem
tered simultaneously at 169 lo-complete elimination of war — through his own efforts, to usherbership to work toward building
cations in 136 cities acrosshe intended to build a solid foun-in a new era. a peaceful world.
Japan. Some 11,132 teacherdation for the realization of peace “He knew that the secretto  One evening, just a few dayg
and 69,133 assistant teachers s&0 or 100 years in the future. doing so was fostering stu-before the November Headquar,
for the exams. On Nov. 11, the After the promotional exam- dents of great capability —ters Leaders Meeting slated fo
oral exams were held for thosdnations on Nov. 23, a nation-nurturing the character andthe 27th, the usually calm and
who had passed the writterwide meeting of Study Depart-ability of youth who would dignified Hiroshi Yamagiwa,
exams in the Kanto region, in-ment assistant professors wasarry on his ideals and vision.chief of organizational statistics,
cluding Tokyo, and in Kansai. held, and Shin’ichitook that oc- That's why he dedicated him-came rushing into a discussio
The oral exams for the other recasion to further explain hisself to teaching young people.going on among Shin’ichi and
gions were held Nov. 18. ideas: And, in fact, many talented lead-some of the directors at the
Further, on Nov. 23, the “Fukuzawa Yukichi was a ers of the nexiige did come Seikyo Shimbuoffices. He was
Study Department promotionalgreat educator and leader whdorth from among his students’out of breath and his voice brim-
exam for assistant professor$elped bring Japan into the modranks. ming with excitement.
throughout Japan was held irern era [he was a proponent of “My sights, too, are focused “Sensei!”
Tokyo, with 1,367 taking the Western thought during theon the next generation. In these Everyone turned to look at
test. On Nov. 25, the test for pro-Meiji Era]. On May 15, 1868, a times of dramatic change, and irhim.
fessors was also given. bloody battle was being foughtthe midst of Cold War tensions, “We've reached our goal at
Since the Cuban Missile Cri- on Ueno Hill in Tokyo between humanity trembles under thelast. We've achieved a member
sis, Shin’ichi Yamamoto had loyalist forces of the old Toku- threat of nuclear war. The onlyship of 3 million households!”
been gripped with the powerfulgawa military government andway to solve this dilemma at itsYamagiwa then elaborated
conviction that he must forge thethe new imperial army. All of root is to foster people of solid“Our figures show that 72,327
way for world peace without aTokyo was in a panic, butunderstanding and belief in thenew households joined in No-
moment’s delay. Yet, he reinedFukuzawa continued to lecturelife philosophy of Nichiren Dai- vember, bringing the Soka
in his impatience. Working with calmly on British economic the- shonin’s Buddhism, for them to Gakkai's total membership to
painstaking care and perseverery to the students at his privateserve as teachers or messengeds059,003 households.”
ance, he devoted his utmost enschool, Keio Gijuku [now Keio conveying this unsurpassed wis- “Is that right?” Shin’ichi re-

ONYOUTH
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SGI-USA Bookstores
or call (800) 626-1313;
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ergy to developing — steadily University]. dom to many others. sponded, his eyes shining with joy
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Where Buddhism and Psychology Meetr ¥

S

In a message to the American Psychological Association
conference, the SGI president calls for more dialogue
between Buddhism, the humanistic spirituality of the East,
and modern psychology, the humanistic science of the West.

ent cultural, religious, ethnic East Asian culture, through 1 — 1

and national backgrounds issuch famous phrases as “Rely | ¥ .4 2 ‘)

vital to human survival. on the light of the self” and l ‘ . ‘
There is clearly enormous“Rely on the light of the . A 1

value in this preliminary dia- dharma” Mihaly Csikszentmihalyi, psychology professor at the University of

logue between Buddhism, which The significance of this  Chicago,addresses the American Psychological Association’s conference
represents the crystallization oteaching is that one must never on Buddhism and psychology, Aug. 14.
the spiritual heritage of the Eastbe swayed by external threats
and modern psychology, whichor temptations. One shouldin this practice in the face ofa model way of life that mani-
contains the quintessence oforge a profound, robust iden-contempt, verbal abuse andeststhe greater self and is in har-
Western insights intthe inner tity capable of shaping andeven violence. mony with the principlesiharmg
life of humanity. controlling one’'s circum-  He explains the motivation that govern life and universe. |
Last September, | had thestances. It is on this “self” thatfor his behavior in this way: “I believe that the way of life
opportunity to meet in Tokyo one should base one’s convicwould never disparage you, fordemonstrated here offers lessons
with Professor Martin Selig- tion and actions. you are practicing the way andof value to all humankind.
man and discuss with him op- Thus, the self referred to inall of you will become Bud-
timism and other subjects ofthis passage does not indicatehas!” Nichiren, the 13th-cen- odern psychology prof-
mutual concern from the per-the restricted, egotistical selftury Buddhist reformer whose fers a message of hope
spectives of Buddhism andeasily swayed by and sub-teachings provide the inspirationand optimism. | feel that this
psychology. sumed in the surrounding envi-for the SGI's activities, gives themessage resonates profoundly
Professor Seligman ex-ronment. Rather, it is whatfollowing exegesis of this sutrawith the outlook and values
pressed his view that the psyBuddhism refers to as thepassage: “Bodhisattva Neverembodied in the Bodhisattva
chology he had learned as a stugreater self — the self that isDisparaging bows and offers hiswWay, which | have attempted
dent had been very mechanistione with the principles thatrespects to the Buddha naturéo describe here. | find in this
in its outlook. Traditional psy- guide the functioning of life that exists inherent within all correspondence between these
SGI President lkeda sent the chology, he said, was focusedand the universe. The self tgpeople.” In other words, Bodhi- two historically diverse tradi-
following message to the Aug. mainly on the question of howwhich Shakyamuni referred issattva Never Disparaging al-tions cause for great hope. | be-
14 opening of the American to heal patients and tothe greater self that embodiesvays focused on the individuallieve it will serve as a source of
Psychological Association “change” people. The task ofthese principles or truths. Ithuman being, irrespective ofwisdom and light to illuminate
conference in San Francisco. psychology from here on, hepoints toward a way of life that cultural or national affiliation, our future.
added, was how to give peoplés truly universal. perceiving in each person an It is also my sincere hope
y heartfelt congratu- a sense of hope, to help them inner essence worthy of the highthat the new, truly revolution-
lations on the hold- find and pursue their own I n the northern transmissionest respect. By expressing hisry psychology being dis-
ing of the 106th source of inner strength. or Mahayana tradition of profound, unchanging respectussed and explored at your
Convention of the  As a Buddhist, | welcome Buddhism, this final admoni- for that inner dignity, he soughtconvention will provide new
American Psycho- and offer my heartfelt endorse-tion of Shakyamuni’'s was de-to promote the developmentandnomentum in the effort to
logical Association! ment of this emerging directionveloped and given concretemanifestation of each individ- overcome conflict between
It was with great pleasurein modern psychology. It hasform and direction as the Bo-ual’s potential. people of different cultures, na-
that | learned that a meeting hagmportant parallels with the dhisattva Way. This expanded, embracingtions and religions; to elimi-
been convened on the subjeanost important lessons of In the Lotus Sutra, a Ma- sense of selfhood, this state ohate nuclear, chemical and bi-
of Buddhism and psychology.Shakyamuni, founder of Bud-hayana teaching widely reveredrast, unforced compassion, thiological weapons of mass
| am confident that this will be dhism, as recorded in the Nir-in East Asia, we find the storycapacity to remain unboweddestruction; and to develop the
an event of profound historicalvana Sutra, thought to be hioof Bodhisattva Never Dis- before any and all difficulties values of tolerance and co-ex-
significance. final teaching. Put simply, this paraging, an example of someand persecutions, and to meeistence that must be the foun-
With the continuing ad- was “Rely on yourself; rely on one who strives to develop thisthese difficulties with stead- dation of a global civilization
vances of globalization, we sedahe Truth (lharmg.” kind of macrocosmic self fast, unshaken optimism —in harmony with all its ele-
increasing integration on the through an altruistic dedicationthese are the elements of thenents and the entire biosphere.
planes of communication and™] o quote the passage in full:to others’welfare. As his namevast life state that is really With these expressions of
information, as well as in- “Be ye lamps unto your- suggests, this bodhisattva remeant by the wordirvana my hopes and expectations, |
creasing economic and politi-selves. Be ye a refuge to yourfused to despise or denigrate Bodhisattva Never Dis- wish you all success in your
cal interdependence. Againsselves. Betake yourselves to n@any person; his chosen practicgaraging, by struggling againstimportant deliberations.
this background, mutual un-external refuge. Hold fast to thewas to bow and express his proa variety of obstacles and chal-
derstanding and a spirit of tol-Truth as a lamp.” This teachingfound respect for each persorienges, strengthened and deepbaisaku Ikeda
erance among people of differ-has become an integral part ohe encountered. He persiste@ned his sense of self, offeringPresident, SG/
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‘What is the basic goal of education? First Soka Gakkai presdent Tsunesaburo Makiguchi, the father of value-creating education, declared that it is making children happy’

ESSAY, FroM PAGE 1 the children’s pictures pasted up Says Dr. Yamashita of his dayq
on the walls of the classroom.under Mr. Toda’s tutelage: “Mr.
But after two weeks of living They were all pictures of chickens,Toda was himself very passionatej
under the same roof, Helen fi-and all of them showed one or twalust coming into contact with him,
nally accepted Ms. Sullivan. birds. But the young Teikichi’s you could feel his passion. There
Trust had been forged — trustdrawing showed a chicken cage was a burning, almost scorching
that would support and nurturewith arooster, ahenand many it intensity about it. Even simply
the subsequent miraculous ande chicks running about at their 'l. talking with him, you could
monumental feat in humanisticfeet, flying in the air and peck- feel it. It was very powerful.”
education that teacher and stuing at food. That passion is the key to
dent achieved. Teikichi’s teacher said to education. Education is a
his mother: “This is a de- #&3%% process of stimulating and
D lightful and amusing picture. '##f awakening people at the
What is the basic goal of edu-He may not be very good yet if core of their being, thereby
cation? First Soka Gakkai presibutheisoriginal. Ifhesays 3 enabling them to unlock
dent Tsunesaburo Makiguchi, thene wants to draw, please giviLEs and develop the power
father of value-creating educationhim all the paper and pencils within to create happiness.
declared that it is making childrenhe needs.” ; The source of that stimula-
happy. One of the greatest prob- After hearing those words § tion is the passionate dedi
lems of modern education is thafrom her son’s teacher, Mrs.§ cation of teachers to their
we have lost sight of this most fun-Miyoshi did just that, though # students’ welfare.
damental purpose. the family was not well off. § The courage to utterly
Only when children feel that If not for those words of his devote oneselfto one’s stu-
their teachers are genuinely conteacher, Teikichi Miyoshi dents, along with main-
cerned for their welfare do theymay never have become a taining an ever-inquiring
begintotrustand open up to themartist. At the same time, the 4 mind and showing cre-
And only when teachers give seinsight behind these remark: ativity in teaching are all
rious thought and attention to theimvas born from the teacher’sg the products of passion.
students’ happiness and well-deep concern for the future And passion comes from
being do they begin to see the chanf each student. having a profound recog-
acter and personality of their stu- nition of and commitment
dents, their abilities and D to one’s mission.
weaknesses. I, too, have resolved to

D dedicate my life to educa-
to put Mr. Makiguchi's edu-

tion, because | know that
education determines the
| once heard the following story cational theories into prac- future and is the foundation
about Teikichi Miyoshi, the tice. Many very talented peo- for building peace and last-
renowned Japanese artist whple emerged from this ing value.
contributed the illustrations for academy, among them the well- | am confident that our
The Human Revolutiolvhen he  known scholar of Goethe and Geracademic division members are
was a 2nd-grade student, hisnan literature, Dr. Hajime Ya- the leading exponents of such hu
mother visited his school and sawnashita. manistic education. W]

THE POWER OF THE PEN!
DEADLINE: OCTOBER 2, 1998

The 1stAnnual
‘Seize the Day’
Essay Contest

THEME: The role of youth in
improving the world these
last couple of years before
the 21st century.

cATEGORIES: Junior High School
High School
College
General Youth

“Seize the Day” invites all youth division members to
share their thoughts on the social responsibilities of
youth in these last couple of years until the 21st century.
These years have been likened to a runway to the next
century. How can the power of youth change our world
for the better as we rush down this runway?

Be as specific as possible about what you think youth
need to change, and how you think that they can do it.

The length is 900-1,200 words, typed, double-
spaced. A special committee will judge the essays
on the quality of writing, the depth of thought, origi-
nality and whether you include concrete examples.
The top three finishers in each category will have
their essays published in “Seize the Day” in 1999.

To enter: Send your essay and a photo of yourself to
“Seize the Day,” 525 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica, CA
90401 or seize@sgi-usa.org. Indicate which category
you are entering and include your return address,
phone number and e-mail address (if you have one).
All essays become the property of “Seize the Day.”
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Buddhism means to become a friend tfering and forbearance. This conviction Whe
those suffering, to brave all obstacles tresonates with the idea of human reveun, tt
fight against injustice. lution, the stand-alone spirit. world -

Faith, compassion and courage are | have striven with this same readithe as
one. Through courage, the SGI has triess to endure all. The cowardly do nded in

umphed. Courage has made it possibleve the courage to take on and endure Wh
ARCHIVE PHOTOS for us to open the path of kosen-rufu asuffering. And the SGI has no use foRevol.

Echoing President Kennedy’s widely as we have today. The Daisteaders who shun hardship, who areas li
honin also warns strictly, “Nichiren’s self-serving and do anything to protect Tod

disciples cannot accomplish anything ithemselves. of are
¢ they are cowardly"{he Major Writings The renowned American educatokosen-
WOl'dS that Courage, not of Nichiren Daishoninvol. 4, p. 128). John Dewey once said, “l should sapur he

And that “a coward cannot have any ofhat my philosophy of life is based esselves
his prayers answered” (MW-1, 246)sentially on the single wordatience’  thinkin

Complacency, iS our need The SGl is an organization of the mostThese are the words of a scholar whom “Ris
courageous, unsurpassed champions tfth President Makiguchi and Presidenwork fi
justice. Toda held in high esteem. poem

) i cernec
tOday’ the SGI pI'ESldent says Defeat Is Defeat The First Step Is Now many
scure

h h th l d d Mahatma Gandhi once said, “So Gathered here are leaders and repiess ct
that what the world needs long as there is even a handful of mesentatives from throughout Japan as Let

true to their pledge there can be onlyell as from 17 countries and territosun o
. . one end to the struggle — and that iges abroad. Welcome and thank you fashows
more than anyth]ng now is lots victory” attending this Headquarters Leaders The
As SGI members, we have made Weeting, which may be regarded as the
pledge to realize kosen-rufu. If there aréirst step toward the 21st century. | sin- Anc
‘ even a small number of people whaerely appreciate the long way many of Tha
Of courage. We need the have a genuine commitment to achiewou traveled to be here. Let's give a You
ing kosen-rufu, then we will succeed irhearty round of applause to the over- S
the end without fail. Then our victoryseas members as an expression of our
courage to look to the future is assured. deep respect and admiration. Whe
And it is imperative that we do suc- We have members here from Brazilyell. V
ceed. Defeat, no matter how we justifiArgentina and Nicaragua, from thecan sl
and resolve to set to work on it, is defeat. We cannot afford to fail inUnited States and from Taiwan andve ha
our struggle to eradicate the roots oBouth Korea. our mi
human suffering. The Taiwan government, by thepeace
As Chinese premier Zhou Enlai oncevay, has commended the SGI organi- Stri
said, victory cannot be achieved by sitzation there as an exemplary social obe ext
ting around and waiting for it to hap-ganization for the seventh year in sucsatisfy
. ) pen; it must be won through strugglecession. Congratulations! Do
new frontlers, he says. We have to take the initiative. If we just Our members in South Korea,s? Au
wait passively, we cannot hope to winmeanwhile, have built a solid, unitedllustri
In The World As | See, Wibert Ein- organization of faith, a model for theGoeth

fresh challenges, on opening

Part 1 of SGI President Ikeda’s Genuine Vs. stein said, “Remember that difficultiesrest of the world. The youth divisiontempol
speech at the 25th Headquarters ~ Brute Courage and obstacles are a valuable source iof particular has been undertakingior by
Leaders Meeting, held at the Tokyo health and strength to any society.onderful activities. | also warmly both rr
Makiguchi Memorial Hall in | have met many world leaders. Hardships and obstacles are an ircongratulate the Korean members owversity
Hachioji on Aug. 27. was scheduled to meet Presidergscapable part of life and the world. the many awards and commendatiortsirthda

Kennedy but had to cancel at the last Similarly, it is a great mistake tothey have received. “two W

way to attend today’s meeting.Unfortunately, a short time later, Presiin society means that all your difficul-bers from Thailand, Myanmar and Srtivals h
dent Kennedy was assassinated. Aris will simply disappear. Every indi-Lanka. From Europe, we have memious Ic
What was the human quality mosmuch to my lasting regret, we nevewidual or organization encounters obbers from Italy, France, Germanypeople

Thank you for traveling all this minute to mitigate would-be exploitersthink that gaining position and prestige Continuing, let us welcome mem-giants.

valued by President John Fmet stacles, comes face to face wittSpain, Belgium and Russia. And all thdirst thi
Kennedy? Courage. President Kennedy also saidhardships. As Einstein points out, chalway from Africa, we have membersreal, i
The Soka Gakkai's second presi“Courage, not complacency, is our neetbnging these trials strengthens us arftbm Ghana! nation
dent, Josei Toda, also continuallyoday...” If we simply content ourselvescontributes to our good health. Let's give them all another warmcultura
stressed the importance of couragevith maintaining the status quo, there is If things were always to goround of applause.
saying: “It is important to have com-no progress. There are no fresh victoriesmoothly, we'd have no opportunity to Veeri
passion. But compassion must ulti- We need the courage to look to theevelop our fortitude and strength. We'ddiming Toward the Sun -
mately be backed by courage. Onlyuture and resolve to set to work orgrow weak and apathetic. Goe

through courageous action can we bieesh challenges, on opening new fron- “Overcoming difficulties strengthens  Today, Aug. 27, is the birthday of theways
truly compassionate. Compassiotiers. Kennedy's words are truly won-us” — leading intellects and the teachgreat German philosopher Hegel. Heome |
and courage are two sides of theerful. ings of Buddhism agree completely orriginated the famous Hegelian dialecungrat
same coin.” Many Japanese lack moral couragéhis point. tic process for reconciling opposites.  In ¢

President Kennedy called on peo€ritics are quick to point out that while  Zhou Enlai said, “The direction and There was a poem that Hegel lovetle fol
ple to ask themselves this: “Firstthe Japanese may give a superficial aflie objective being set, it is up to us teo recite to himself for encouragementaliber

were we truly men of courage —pearance of having courage, it generalipake the journey one step after arand inspiration: persor
with the courage to stand up to one'tends to be of the brash, physical sodther” We have fixed our course on of suct
enemies — and the courage to stand- a reckless valor. This kind of brutekosen-rufu, but that is not enough: We Friend, strive toward the sun itude I
up, when necessary, to one’s own asourage is what produces arrogance. have to make continuous, steady efforts The day of humanity’s salvation is  Onl;
sociates — the courage to resist pub- On the other hand, to have genuin®ward it. Without those efforts, we can- near thinkin
lic pressure as well as private greedourage means holding fast to one’s b&wot reach our goal. Insignificant are obscuring leaves their ¢
He emphasized fighting not only exdiefs and convictions. And faith in the In his novelThe Eternal City Hall and branches compli

ternal evils but internal evils as well.Mystic Law is the ultimate belief or Caine cried out that the strongest are Charge ahead till you reach the this is
| understand his sentiments well.  conviction. Faith in the Daishonin’sthose who become strong through suf-  sun. wish t
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end tiering and forbearance. This conviction Where should we aim? Toward théo leave behind a legacy of lasting

Loy
les teesonates with the idea of human revesun, the poem urges. Toward a bettelue, you also need to possess o ?p}‘. .
lution, the stand-alone spirit. world for humanity. How immense isstanding human qualities. e
)e are | have striven with this same readithe aspiration, spirit and hope embod- We have seen many ungrateful pe(
as triess to endure all. The cowardly do noed in these words! ple — people who, though they gaine

yssibleve the courage to take on and endure When Hegel was young, the Frenclposition and prestige through the sujf
ufu asuffering. And the SGI has no use foRevolution was taking place. His youthport of our organization, showed no af
Daisteaders who shun hardship, who areas lived out against that backdrop. preciation or respect toward the mel
en’s self-serving and do anything to protect Today, we of the SGI are in the midsbers. Some of these base individua
ing ithemselves. of a revolutionary movement known agven betrayed the organization an
10S The renowned American educatokosen-rufu. We are not walking withtheir fellow members for personal gai
8). John Dewey once said, “I should sapur heads downcast or devoting our- While for a time such faithless, back
ny ofhat my philosophy of life is based esselves to empty, fleeting amusements stabbing individuals might smugly con
246) sentially on the single wordatience  thinking only about personal profit.  gratulate themselves on profiting s{
mosThese are the words of a scholar whom “Rise with a deep determination tocleverly from maligning the Soka|
ions lfth President Makiguchi and Presidenwork for the welfare of humanity,” the Gakkai, they invariably come to 4

Toda held in high esteem. poem seems to say. “Do not be conaretched end. | have seen clear proi
cerned by small obstacles, like sf this countless times over the 51 yea|
The First Step Is Now many branches and leaves, that olb-have been practicing Buddhism.
scure your path. Pay no heed to mind- What have those who betrayed th
“So Gathered here are leaders and repiless criticism and insults!” Soka Gakkai achieved? Did they .!5';"',

f mesentatives from throughout Japan as Let us advance boldly toward thecomplish anything great for posterity
> onlyvell as from 17 countries and territosun of kosen-rufu. Doing so trulyWere their efforts applauded? | can s

hat iges abroad. Welcome and thank you fashows our courage. with certainty that the answer in evel
attending this Headquarters Leaders The poem concludes: case was no.

ade WMleeting, which may be regarded as the In the end, such individuals lose th

re aréirst step toward the 21st century. | sin- And when you are tired trust and support of people in socie

whaerely appreciate the long way many of That is fine too at large, as well. They end up bein

chiewou traveled to be here. Let's give a Your sleep will be all the more  scorned and despised.

ed irhearty round of applause to the over-  satisfying. Those who mistakenly believe tha

tory seas members as an expression of our they have achieved everything througAlbert Einstein said, ‘Remember that difficulties and obstacles are a valuable source

deep respect and admiration. When we are tired, we can sleepheir efforts alone embark on a coursof health and strength to any society.

suc- We have members here from Brazilwell. When we have worked hard, wethat derails their entire lives. Ungrate
ustifiArgentina and Nicaragua, from thecan sleep all the more soundly. Wheful people will never be successful in  While citing the insights of such
ail inUnited States and from Taiwan andve have worked at something with alanything that they do. great thinkers as Hegel and Goethe, we
ots oBouth Korea. our might, we are left with a sense of Those who have lost sight of theirdiscuss the profound truths of Bud-

The Taiwan government, by thepeace and well-being. starting point only continue to veerdhism — we explore doctrines such as
oncavay, has commended the SGI organi- Striving to realize our dreams careven further off course. For us, oum single life-moment containing 3,000
)y sitzation there as an exemplary social obe exhausting — but nothing is morestarting point is faith and the SGI. Ifrealms and delve into the nature of the
hap-ganization for the seventh year in sucsatisfying or fulfilling. we lose sight of that, if we lose sighBuddha of limitless freedom, as well
Igglecession. Congratulations! Do you know what day tomorrow of the correct path in life, we cannotas many other Buddhist principles. We
> just  Our members in South Korea,s? Aug. 28 is the birthday of anothehope to achieve success in anything.study and discuss the wisdom of the
) winmeanwhile, have built a solid, unitedllustrious German figure, the poet President Toda, | must add, was inages, East and West, the essence of
n- organization of faith, a model for theGoethe. Hegel and Goethe were comredibly severe with people whoBuddhism and everyday life and soci-
lltiesrest of the world. The youth divisiontemporaries, with Goethe being the seshowed ingratitude or forgot the debtety. This is what makes the SGI so re-

Irce iof particular has been undertakinguior by 21 years. | have heard that whiléhey owed to others. markable.
iety.Wonderful activities. | also warmly both men were still alive, a German uni-

an ireongratulate the Korean members oversity held a two-day festival on theifEveryone Has the Right My Heart Is
ld. the many awards and commendatiortsirthdays, Aug. 27 and 28, to celebrate My Only Pride
e tothey have received. “two world-acclaimed German cultural Goethe wrote, “In today’s age no

>stige  Continuing, let us welcome mem-giants.” This is a far cry from the fes-one should be silent or give way.” We What is the ultimate message of
ficul-bers from Thailand, Myanmar and Srtivals held around Japan in honor of valhave to advance courageously — tblegel and Goethe? Quite simply, | per-
indi- Lanka. From Europe, we have memious local gods that, if pressed, mogtress ever forward. The poet contineeive it to be that our heart or spirit is
5 obbers from lItaly, France, Germanypeople would admit to not knowing theued, “We have to speak out and bestiwhat matters most. Goethe once said:
wittBpain, Belgium and Russia. And all thdirst thing about. In this celebration ofourselves...; whether on the side of th&My intellect and talent are valued far
chaway from Africa, we have membersreal, live, cultural figures, one senses majority or the minority is quite unim- higher than my heart. But my heart is

Is arftbm Ghana! nation of people who possess profoungortant.” He also declared that we camy only pride. It alone is the source

Let's give them all another warmcultural richness and depth. neither protect nor defend ourselvesf all things — all my strength, all my

go round of applause. from criticism — we must remain im- happiness, all my travails. What
ty to Veering Off Course pervious to it. Then, eventually it will knowledge | possess, anyone can ac-

We'ddiming Toward the Sun ease off. quire. But this heart of mine, only |

Goethe wrote: “Ingratitude is al- Everyone has the right to speak ouglone can possess.”

lens  Today, Aug. 27, is the birthday of theways a kind of weakness. | have nevep take action — this is democracy. The ultimate essence of Buddhism,

eachgreat German philosopher Hegel. Heome across capable people who wefhis applies across our membershigpo, is that our heart, our invincible

ly ororiginated the famous Hegelian dialecungrateful.” whether you hold a top leadership pospirit forged through life’s challenges,
tic process for reconciling opposites.  In other words, ingratitude cannotsition or none at all. Goethe is sayingvill remain as our eternal treasure —

and There was a poem that Hegel lovete found among people of first-ratehat we should speak out fearlessly anabth at the moment of death and in our

us tto recite to himself for encouragementaliber. Goethe declares that no deceatt boldly, without worrying whether next lifetime. It will shine forever with

r arend inspiration: person who has achieved a modicuraur opinion is in the majority or the undiminished brilliance.

e on of success ever forgets the debt of gratinority or whether what we say will ~ You are all living such noble lives.

1. We Friend, strive toward the sun itude he or she owes others. be criticized by others. You are all walking the path to unsur-

efforts The day of humanity’s salvation is Only fools delude themselves into When speak out in this spirit, thosgpassed happiness. | hope that you will

can- near thinking that they did everything onantagonistic toward us will come to retake pride in the wonderful teaching
Insignificant are obscuring leaves their own. Such individuals can acspect us. Goethe is talking about af\What matters most is the heart.”

all and branches complish nothing of consequence —eager, challenging spirit. Let us continue

st are Charge ahead till you reach the this is Goethe’s implication. If you to advance with this indomitable spiritTo be continued in an upcoming issue
h suf-  sun. wish to achieve something significant.— now, next year and the year after! of theWorld Tribune
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SGl President Ikeda poses the question ‘Why are people persecuted?’
in this speech. ‘Because they are doing the right thing’ is his answer. ‘It
is the fate of the right and just to incur the jealousy and harassment of
the corrupt and evil.’

This is part 2 of SGI President replied, “and the factthat | knew What has Mr. Kobayashi’s broadens our horizons.

with us today, is a great admirer
of Mahatma Gandhi.

Gandhi wrote, “A small body
of determined spirits fired by an
unquenchable faith in their mis-
sion can alter the course of his-
tory.” A group’s size is irrele-
vant, he maintains. What's
important is whether each mem-
ber of that group is filled with a
genuine commitment to his or
her mission. As always, Gandhi
sees straight to the heart of
things.

The Soka Gakkai also started
as a small organization, but its
members burned with an in-
domitable faith. That was the se-

It helpzret to its tremendous growth.

Ikeda’s speech at the 24th | was right.” goal been as a journalist? Tais grow as individuals. That was why it changed the
Headquarters Leaders “I knew why | was in meet and talk directly with the 1hope all of you, as SGI lead-course of history.
Meeting, July 16. Part 1 prison,” continued Presidentpeople he reports on. Now somers, will make the efforttogoout The American Renaissance

appears in last week'’s issue. Havel. “Because what | hadmay think this is only common and meet as many people as yophilosopher Ralph Waldo Emer-
done, what | believeth, was sense, but the factis thatitis notan. Meet new people, makeson wrote that “never was any
A Single Word right. And | knew just as clearly widely practiced in journalism new acquaintances. This is theingle act or achievementin his-

A single word can determineme were wrong. | was thrown in  But does a person who writes

that those who had imprisonedoday. key to broadening your lives. tory [carried out] but by this ex-

penditure [of inner force or

whether a situation turns for theprison because | was right. | als@bout people without ever meetThe SGI Changes the spirit].” Everything is decided

better or worse. It can be veryknew that this could not con-ing and talking to them deserveCourse of History

by the force of your spirit, not by

subtle but make all the differ-tinue forever.” to be called a journalist?

appearances or outward formal-

ence in the world. President Havel fought and Mr. Kobayashi records an- Secretary Barros of the Leg-ities. You can't capture the
In public relations or diplo- survived with the certainty thatother goal: to meet someonaslative Assembly of Brasilia
matic efforts, it is important to he was right and his captorsnew every day. Meeting peopleFederal District, who is here PLEASE SEE SPEECH, NEXT PAGE

choose every word wisely. Un-wrong. He was also confident
focused, rambling words arethat because of that his situatior

Photo by JONATHAN WILSON
-

useless, and an arrogant owould have to change for the
sloppy attitude will only invite better. He was determined to bg
laughter and scorn. vindicated.
And as SGI leaders, how we When | met him, | was struck
interpret the words of membershy what a gentle man he was|
and what we say in response i8ut | also saw that a blazing pas
important. A genuine leader ission burned in his breast.
someone who gives measured Why are people persecuted
thought to such matters. WherBecause they are doing the rig
talking with individuals, ask thing. It is the fate of the right
yourselves: “What are they wor-and just to incur the jealous
ried about?” “What are they try-and harassment of the corrup|
ing to say?” “What are they and evil. I
thinking? “What is it they  Mr. Kobayashi states that,
seek?” as a journalist, he has alwayy .
Try to discern these things inbelieved that, in whatever as{ £ 0 XFg
others. Try to know. Try to un- pect of the world he covers, ™
derstand. This is the challenge othings that are wrong, that gg H

leadership. against reason, cannot long 'l“.. UENIXWL " |

It all comes down to whethersurvive.
leaders have the strong determi- There were people in Russig
nation to do whatever they canwho felt the same. They kne
to foster, help and support oth-that the communist dictatorshi
ers. From such compassiorcould not last forever and, un
arises wisdom. perturbed by the dangers in

volved, made every effort to pro-
Why Persecution? tect and preserve the nation'y
artistic heritage.

Mr. Kobayashi [Kazuo Koba-  Mr. Kobayashi sheds light on
yashi, TV newscaster in Japankuch unknown stories. He wants
writes about Czech Presidenthese individuals’ courage to be
VAclav Havel. | met Mr. Havel in recorded for all time. This is the
1992 — he is an unforgettablesource of the title of his book.
man. He is best known, perhaps,
as the central figure in Czecho-The title of Mr. Kobayashi’s |
slovakia's 1989 Velvet Revolu- book,The Stage Curtain of the
tion, symbolic of the democra-Hermitage refers to the stage
tization in Eastern Europe. Mr.curtain of the Hermitage The-
Kobayashi asked Mr. Havel, im-ater in St. Petersburg, Russia
prisoned by the communistThe author recounts how the
regime for his active support ofcurtain, which bears the imper-
democracy, what sustained hinial Romanov crest, was hidde

during his harsh struggle inand preserved during 70 years'The youth are the key to the future. I want all the youth division members to stand up and take full

prison. “My wife's letters,” he of communist rule. responsibility for kosen-rufu. The future belongs to you!
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‘I hope all of you, as SGI leaders, will make the effort to go out and meet as many people as you can. Meet new people, make new acquaintances. This is the key to broadening your lives.

SPEECH, FROM PREVIOUS PAGE entire globe. We must look Itisfoolish to be swept away and development — for the sakdreasures. We each are striving to
calmly down on the petty in- by the petty sorrows and joys ofof the 21st century, so that wewidely spread Nichiren Daisho-

hearts of people by wearingfighting that takes place within daily life. The true spirit of the may create a new age of valuenin’s Buddhism and as such are

fancy clothes or trying to makethis tiny nation of Japan and,SGI is not so petty, so small. creation where the people willthe most noble, worthy people in

yourself look important. You while firmly solidifying the The youth division memberstruly shine. the world.

can't stir people’s emotions justfoundation for kosen-rufu, makehave stood up. They have striven Thatis why itis important for
by reading a script without anyour way into the world. with all their might, they have Guarding Against us to respect every member. As
feeling. If you cannot speak out grown strong, they have openedlealousy SGI leaders, we must always
with a force or passion thatPoliticians Only anew door. Countless youth will show our gratitude for the mem-
shakes people at their very founKKnow First Aid undoubtedly follow in their  Let me share with you thesebers’ efforts. We must sincerely
dation, you will not triumph in footsteps in the coming yearswords of Shakespeare from highank them and show concern
the struggle against evil. | am overjoyed to announcelLet us wholeheartedly supporttragedyOthella for their welfare.

It's all a matter of spiritual that today the Federal Districtand encourage them in their ef- No leader has the right to
force, which is the product of of Brasilia has conferred posthuforts. Poor and content is rich, boss around the members, con-
true conviction — of the readi- mous Certificates of Commen- We have now entered a com- and rich enough; stantly pressuring them and
ness to give one’s life for thedation on the first and secondpletely new age. Let us nurture But riches fineless is as making unreasonable demands.
sake of the people. presidents of the Soka Gakkainew talent, shed new light and poor as winter, Each member joined the SGI to

Emerson also wrote, “Noth- Tsunesaburo Makiguchi andbuild a new future. Old genera- To him that ever fears he  become happy. That is why they
ing great was ever achievedlosei Toda. tions make way for the new. shall be poor. participate in SGI activities.
without enthusiasm.” We have Mr. Makiguchi once wrote in Today’s youth will one day be  Good God, the souls of all You are a true leader when
triumphed in our struggle be-an essay on educational reformsociety’s leaders. my tribe defend members genuinely respect and
cause of our enthusiastic faith,'While politicians administer ~ The youth are the key to the From jealousy! trust you from their hearts.
our enthusiastic efforts tofirst-aid treatment to the prob-future. | want all the youth divi- High-handedly ordering others

achieve kosen-rufu. That hadems of the present, we are looksion members to stand up and The person who is content isis to misuse the SGI, to abuse the
made us such a great organizang to the future and makingtake full responsibility for rich. The person who lives evermembers’ sincere faith.
tion. No matter what pressureglans for posterity.” Politicians, kosen-rufu. The future belongsin fear is poor. What matters are In closing, allow me to offer
were brought to bear upon ushe asserted, only offer first aid.to you! the treasures of the heart; whamy prayers for the development
we did not flinch. And now the That is, they offer stopgap solu- | hope that the Soka Gakkaimatters is faith. If you lose yourand prosperity of Brasilia and
Soka Gakkai has become the piltions to society’s problems,Headquarters will continue tofaith, your spirit becomes poorthe health and happiness of
lar of peace of Japan. whereas we are looking to thesolidify headquarters and re-and lowly. Those who stop striv-Chairperson Carvalho and our
Let me say here and now thafuture and making plans of en-gional personnel and work oning alongside their comrades forother Brazilian guests. And | am
the SGI, filled with people burn- during value for future genera-every front for a well-organized, kosen-rufu will end up as dryalways praying for the health
ing with enthusiasm for their tions. Mr. Makiguchi addressedsmooth-running structure —and withered as a dead tree. and fruitful activities of all our
mission, is an organization thatot only educators in this but allwith plenty of new approaches Shakespeare urges us tanembers. Let's all meetagain at

will change the course of world of us. and ideas conceived with a viewguard against jealousy. Unfor-our August leaders meeting! My
history. Meanwhile, Mr. Toda said, toward the new century. tunately, Japan today is a socithanks to the Brass Band for
Kosen-rufu is an undertak-“The mission of the Soka | want the top regional lead-ety wracked by jealousy. their performance and to our

ing that will continue through- Gakkai is to ensure the happiers nationwide to discuss and Please never be jealous obverseas members.

out the 10,000 years and moreess of the people for all ages tovork together with Presidentyour fellow members. Uphold-  Hurrah for Brasilia!

of the Latter Day of the Law, come.” Akiya to devise constructive ing the Mystic Law, we each  Muito obrigado(Thank you
and our field of activity is the Do you agree? steps for our continued growthpossess supreme, boundlesgery much). W}
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Maximum Foresight

others comes from deeply un-rying to find the exit! the causes that we make nov
derstanding these three exis- There is a kind of fun, willhave an eternal influence on
tences, the Daishonin teacheghough, in finding your way out our universe’s future. Forever is
how the past leads to the presengf mazes, out of the confusion ofborn from right now — from

the present to the future; hownot knowing which way to go what each of us does now. Whe
ASSOCIATE EDITOR there’s a causal chain that goebecause you are sure you canndablo Neruda wrote, “It so hap-
d in th on forever through time; how all possibly see what’'s going topens that I'm bound to live on,”
How do we gamnthe human beings are part of thishappen. The journey alwayshe could have been speaking fo
foresight to move chain. leads you to insights about howthe whole universe and all hu-
. . If you can gain what | call things work, how you work, how manity in this Buddhist world
ourselves in the right maximum foresight, based onpeople work— and to foresight.view.
direction? Buddhism the maximum understanding of ~ Practical experience withthe  We will live on. And so will
this principle, think then what three existences, then — expewhat we create at this moment
says that we first have to you can do to alleviate humanrience with how the causal law My point being that in Bud-
know the law of cause suffering. You can know exactly works on the everyday level —dhist foresight, we need a pro
and effect how an oppressed people cais the bedrock of Buddhist fore-found understanding of the threg

fight off enslavement, say. Orsight. existenceplusthe greatest hope
how a confused people can get And Buddhist foresight must for our unending future. Bud-
I owe a big thanks to all the greatheir answers to life’s myster-also encompass this broad undhist foresight is really sharing
people of foresight I've en- ies. You can know how to defeatderstanding: how being bornthis hope with all people: that
countered: the writers of booksall sorrows and regrets that alihaturally leads to dying, how nothing can stop life, and that
that changed my life, teachergeople face. And what could bedying leads to being born agairbecause we are all part of the liv:
that set me on my way with ad-better than that? — what Buddhism calls theing causal chain, nothing can
vice, singers, moviemakers, SGI- The Daishonin had maxi- cycle of birth and death. Sincestop us.
USA leaders, parents, friendsmum foresight in the “Risshothe cycle is eternal and applies “Life cannot be stopped,”
SGI President lkeda — lots ofAnkoku Ron,” predicting the to everything, Buddhism positsPresident lkeda writes in this
people. All of them, whether theyexact, terrible consequences tan eternal universe; stars andssue (see p. 4). “It never looks
knew me personally or not,follow if Japan continued to pur- planets will be born and die, butback. It always moves forward.
seemed to have ageneral sensestie false doctrines. He wasn’the universe will always be here Whatever dark force may try to
the best direction in which thingsjust making these predictionsup The imagined death of theblock its endless flow, life al-
could go for me. They pointed me— he was seeing the coming efuniverse, albeit predicted for bil-ways overcomes it with an evern
this way and that, always thefects as plain as day, based on higns and even trillions of yearsgreater force. Life knows no de-
right way.
How do we gain the foresightthree existences.
to help others? To point them in
the right direction? | always Buddha is called worthy of re-die, and so will all our history. Life is hope, life is progress.”
wanted it, so that | could helpspect because he discerns thell our efforts will have been  We need to convince our
others the same way that | wagast and knows the future. In hisor what? It's a philosophic friends that they will win in the
helped. perception of the three exis-dead-end: léverythingstodie, end — thatheir livesare hope,
Nichiren Daishonin says thattences, no wisdom surpassemcluding the cycle of birth and thattheir livesare progress. That
“a sage is one who fully under-his” (MW-5, 180). death itself, why danything what they do today does matter
stands the three existences of life  But trying to gain this wis- Why strive for any progress,thatitwill change their lives and
— past, present and futur@{e dom, this foresight, even little when it will all come to nothing? the whole universe.
Major Writings of Nichiren Dai- bits and pieces of it, has never So Buddhism’s answertothis When we accomplish this,
shoninyol. 2 [2nd ed.], p. 222). been easy for me. It's been likes that no, this cycle will not die. we become people of maximum
The greatest foresight to helpwvandering in animmense mazeQur universe will not die. And foresight. W]

UVWNY  DEATH

TO THE WISE

At that time, all that the humantaunting dance. Life triumphs

From SGI President lkeda: with the thought “That was truly
an interesting life"? (Oct. 24,
[JWe need to cultivate a life where 1997, World Tribune, p. 11)
we thoroughly enjoy ourselves
atalltimes. We should have such
joythat, evenatthetime of death,
we can declare with a happy
smile: “That was wonderful!
Where shalll go next?” This is the
mind of a person with strong
faith. Such individuals will be re-
born without delay and ina form

and place exactly according with

11 am confident that all of our
comrades who have died in this
century will, based on the prin-
ciple of the eternity of life, once
more resume their place in our
movement, ready to fulfill a new
mission ina new era. (Dec. 26,
1997, World Tribune, p. 9)

Nam-myoho-renge-kyo will be your unbreakable
staff to take you safely over the mountains of
death. (“The Swords of Good and Evil,” The Major
Writings of Nichiren Daishonin, vol. 1, p. 124)

complete comprehension of therom now, makes some despairspair, even in the face of death’s

their desires. (Sept. 5, 1997,
World Tribune, p. 8)

[ The state of mind with which we
meet death will greatly influence
the course of our lives over eter-
nity. The cornerstone of Bud-
dhism is the solution it offers to
the problems of life and death.
Granted, if one is unconcerned
about how one dies or dis-
misses any connection between
this existence and the next, then

there probably isn’'t any need to
practice Nichiren Daishonin’s
Buddhism. But the truth is that
life is eternal, that our existence
continues after we die. More-
over, during the latent stage of
death before rebirth, we cannot
change our lives essence; we
cannot carry out Buddhist prac-
tice. Only while we are alive can
we practice Buddhism. (July 11,
1997, World Tribune, p. 13)

[1Death will come to each of us
some day. We can die having
fought hard for our beliefs and
convictions, or we can die having
failed to do so. Since the reality of
death is the same in either case,
isn'titfar better that we set out on
our journey toward the next exis-
tence in high spirits and with a
bright smile on our faces? Know-
ing that in everything we did, we
didthe bestwe could, andthrilling

[IBuddhism teaches that death is
but an expedient means — that
life itself continues. Our day be-
gins with an invigorating awak-
ening. And at night we lay our
tired bodies down for their
much-deserved rest. Refreshed
by sleep, we wake again the next
morning with renewed energy.
Viewed interms of life's eternity,
deathisthe first step of the jour-
ney to a new existence. (Nov. 7,
1997, World Tribune, p. 10)

Y

He says elsewhere that “theace has learned will supposedlyeven over death, it pushes on.
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Dialogue and More
Dialogue

SGl to step forward and par-

WORLD TRIBUNE
ticipate in dialogue without

apology. | believe this is Pres-

| am always impressed withing, and sometimes reallyident Ikeda’s spirit....

I'd like to really, REALLY the diversity of the organiza-struggling, torespectandtran- This is more than feminist
thank you for your article “A tion and was quite stunned tescend these differences tgolitics. Itis an expression of
Liberally Conservative Point read the response to the soachieve our common goal ofconfidence in every mem-
of View” (Aug. 21). The quote called culture clash. If more world peace based on Nichirerber’s ability, no matter how
from SGI President lkeda isquestions, disagreement andaishonin’s Buddhism. long they have been practic-
one | completely and totally discussion are needed, doit! ~ Mr. Anderson (“Mailbox,” ing or what their position, to
agree with [“an atmosphere of While we do enjoy a rela- Sept. 4) has a pointabout someontribute without fear or
lively discussion, where peo-tively open society in this of the letters being kind of an-constraints.
ple can say or ask anything...icountry, conformity was a tagonistic, but isn’t this just — MARLA SORRELLS,
bright and joyful. In such an mainstay through as recent dike real life? We are only Everett, Pa.
environment, there is growth,time as the '60s, even '70s.human, and I'd bet anything
the rhythm of kosen-rufu — of (Ever have someone ask you ithat more than a few of thoseln order for us to live together
moving forward — is there”]. you are a commie because yosharp sounding letters weren harmony, we must learn to
Not only because it refers tohappen to have a beard? Written by people who later express our diverse opinions
the atmosphere | personallyhave.) And, yes, much of thewished they'd softened theirwithout attacking the dignity
prefer in our organization, butcountry is still conformist. tone a bit and who learnedof others. Dialogue is not easy|
more so because (in my hum- Letus cherish each individ- from their experience. | know It takes patience and hard
ble opinion) unless and untilual and take pride in our in-I've certainly walked in such work. Obviously, we are not
that atmosphere becomes a rerolvement in the SGI! shoes. there yet. But remember, we
ality that permeates our “Soci- — TED SCHAEPERS, — M. LAVORA PERRY, are a very young organization
ety for the Creation of Value,” Queens, N.Y. East Cleveland, Ohio taking on an unprecedented
kosen-rufu in America will re- challenge. Fortunately for us,
main the dream of a smallThank you, Lisa Jones, forl read with some concern thewe have the Gohonzon. Sa
group of sincere people, ratheryour wit, clarity and insight- letter from Dale C. Aderson let’s chant to elevate the leve
than the inevitable reality of anfulness. | especially enjoyedsuggesting that thé/orld Tri- of the dialogue in the “Mail-
ever-growing, happy, vibrant “Making the Organization Our bunediscontinue the “Mail- box” column to a manner be-
group of sincere people....  Own” (Aug. 28) and “A Liber- box” section. In contrast, | find fitting the great goal of kosen-

Only a couple of years agoally Conservative Point of the open discussion and diafufu! After all, “the voice does
| couldn’t honestly encourageView” (Aug. 21). Thank you, logue refreshing and encourthe Buddha's work.”
people to subscribe to our pub-Ted Morino, for educating us aging. | believe this openess — ANNE-MARIE AKIN,
lications. Now it's easy to tell on how to chant correctly andestablishes a model for our dis- Chicago
everyone, members and nonfor the many articles over thecussion meetings. Let’s not be
members alike, that they’re re-years that are often studied andfraid of expressing our doubts
ally missing the boat if they restudied. Your articles oftenand concerns, and yes, even Letters printed here do not
don’t get theWorld Tribune. become the center of discuseur complaints. necessarily reflect the opinions
Because it's the truth, not be-sion at meetings. Please come It is the atmosphere of pre-of the SGI-USA or thé&/orld Tri-
cause it's “our duty as goodto Marin County soon! And tending that everything is sun-bune.
Buddhists” to do so. thanks to all the staff for pro- shine that enabled the priest- In the “Mailbox,” we will

It IS, as you say, a work inviding a weekly paper that, ashood to establish itself with soalso publish member’ com-
progress. As are our lives. AsLisa Jones puts it, “educateanuch evil strength. If anything ments, suggestions and ques
is our organization. As is rather than indoctrinates” andcan be learned from the templeions as they pertain to the
everything. | simply wanted to “stimulates thought rather thanissue, it is that in order to pro-World Tribune Because of vol-
take a moment to say that Icontrols it.” mote kosen-rufu, we must al-ume, not all letters can be
think your article pushed the — ELIZABETH LYNN, ways promote open dialogue.printed or acknowledged, but

SGI-USA and American Fairfax, Calif. With that in mind, | wonder they are all read. All letters are
kosen-rufu alittle further in the why theWorld Tribunefound subject to condensation.
right direction. | only wish it'd EIevating the it necessary to parenthesize Please include signature,

been on the front page.
— MIKE BENNETT,
South Pasadena, Calif.

o ; “(after requests from mem-mailing address and telephone
Mailbox bers)” when referring to Mrs. number. Pseudonyms and ini
Ikeda’s participation in a dia- tials will not be used. Send let-
| like knowing we’re making logue (Sept. 4). As a membetters to “Mailbox,” World Tri-
While | have not been aroom in our organization for of more than 30 years, | havebune, 525 Wilshire Boulevard,
member that long, | have metdiffering viewpoints. | like prayed for the day when it wasSanta Monica, CA 90401; or via
a great many people in the SGlknowing that we all are striv- acceptable for women in thethe internet: wt@sgi-usa.org.

ctoée’z ’S

Linus
Pauling
Exhibition

A pictorial of the exhibition
“Linus Pauling and the
Twentieth Century,” which
opens Sept. 20 in San
Francisco.Also a story of its
creation and an experience of
one of the exhibit planners.

Humanism
and Buddhism

Brian Matsuo, an SGI-USA
vice general director, sees the
history of Buddhism as a
reform movement to establish
humanism as a fundamental
principle in society.

History of
the Fuji
School

Twenty-sixth High Priest
Nichikan’s efforts to restore
Nichiren Shoshu to the
original teachings of the
founder, Nichiren Daishonin.

Coming soon to an
SGI-USA Bookstore near

you. Or Subscribe Today:
1-800-835-4558
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ual happiness based on Nichiren Daishonin’s Buddhism. Peace is inseparably linked witl ;
vt | each individual's happiness; SGI-USA members, through their faith, seek to become happier | g ? %3?t£550$(2582(i28(;:sezt)1es) New Orders Onl |
and contribute to society. The SGI exists in 128 countries and was founded in Japan in 1930. | 0 3 years $110 (156 issues) Y
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DoNNA PomaRIcO , SacRAMENTO , CALIF.

Photo by TOM DOMINICK

A CONSTANT
REMINDER -

vy Yatas

Three years
ago, Donna
Pomarico was
brutally
attacked and
left bleeding in
a parking lot. As
she recovered
from her
physical
injuries, anger
and racist
hatred came to
dominate her
life. Ultimately,
chanting with
compassion for
her assailant
helped her to
heal her
emotional

injuries.

thappened one sunny, lazy autumn day in 19%#utting plastic explosives on a known crack house landed his first job. He would only know the
I was in a terrific mood: | had just received & my neighborhood and blowing it sky-high. | sasound of prison doors shutting behind him. There
nice raise at work, my bills were all paid, anéh my house and just let this evil take root. was no future or hope in his brief 17 years of life.
the San Francisco 49ers won their game. My SGI leaders all came to visit me in the hos- |turned to my Gohonzon for the first time in four
Things were going my way. pital, as well as at home. But | could not, would natponths and cried while | sincerely chanted for him,

My 24-year-old son and | drove to the Mom antlear anything they said. | even shouted at nfigr his parents and for everyone in his shoes.

Pop store in our neighborhood to get something faomen’s division chapter leader that | didn't have Some time later, | was told that the teen whom |
dinner. As we parked the car, we saw an altercatidime for her. | just didn’t want to hear how | had “athad identified was not the one who hit me; he was
The owner of the store was accusing some youthacted” this situation to my life or how it was all “myin juvenile hall when my assault took place. But by
of stealing liquor. | recognized them as gang merkarma.” | became bitter. | stopped chanting. | couttiat time, | was beginning to feel true compassion
bers living in my neighborhood, who had recentlgot face the Gohonzon with this rage inside. and understanding. | liked feeling this way. And
beaten up a woman about my age, stolen $10 fromThis period of time was particularly hard on m&nowing that my assailant was probably still on the
her and left her to bleed in this very parking lot. because | never considered myself a prejudiced petreets didn’t change my feeling.

The gang members, who were African Amerison. | grew up in a Navy village, where everyone | slowly began to release not just my anger but
can, were shouting obscenities and racial slurs at thas of such mixed origins that the local people oftelso my hate. | could chant again! And over the next
owner, who had emigrated with his family froncalled us Navy mutts. six months, | could feel myself returning to normal.
China. | could tell that they were pretty well inebri- When | entered high school during the turbuletmknew that | had at last controlled my anger.
ated as well as high on drugs. 1950s, | caused quite a bit of controversy for being It was then that my transformation really began.

The family who owned the store had been goddends with the African American children | had began to deal with racism and stereotyping in my
to me since | moved into the area. | treasured this ggewn up with. | never gave up my childhood friendife. | understood how my attitude of being a mem-
lationship. Friendly and open people, they trusteu spite of being victimized by white children whder of the so-called superior race affected my rela-
me enough to cash my two-party, out-of-statalled me names and once beat me up in the gtitsiships with people of other races. | vowed to rec-
checks. bathroom at school. ognize my thoughts and feelings when they arose

Wanting to return their kindness by doing some- Now my heart was full of hate, and so | became- and to stop them.
thing to help them, my son and | bolted from theentally confused. | knew that this wasn't just the Ithas been almost three years since this incident,
car. One of the gang members raised his hand attiatural emotional aftermath of an outrageous attaakd a lot of things have changed in my life. | have
owner and shouted that he would kill him and evergor because | had had some bleeding in my braired&rned to truly recognize injustice both inside and
one in his family. From our position, it looked likewas fully aware of raging against all African Amereutside SGI, and why many members say, “If SGI-
he had a gun in his hand. My son yelled out: “Hey¢an gangsters, based solely on their skin color. USA can’t overcome racism, no one can.” Through
What are you doing?” The man lowered his hand, open dialogue with my beloved best friend and be-
and we realized that the object he was holding wag\ lifetime of experience with living in harmo- cause of her courage, | am getting stronger about
n't a gun. The entire group turned its rage on U8, \ nious interracial communities, priding myselhelping other members recognize their racist
yelling obscenities and racial slurs. One of thewn not being a prejudiced person, having a belovétughts and comments, however unintended.
threw a rock. | grabbed my son and the owner abdst friend in faith who is African American — all  In President Ikeda’s poem, “The SunJofu
took them into the store, thinking that would be ththat just melted away. | couldn't rationalize nor jusOver a New Land,” he writes:
end of it. tify this new hatred, but | couldn't stop it, either.

But when my son and | left the store later, they My mental confusion deepened, until | became Seek out the primordial “roots” of humankind.
jumped us. By the time their physical attack wasrecluse. About that same time, a sheriff’s detec- Then you will without fail discover
over, we had been beaten unconscious. My sotig showed me some mug shots. | thought | had def-The stately expanse &iju
nose was broken and one of his ribs cracked. My faitely found my attacker, and the youth whom | Unfolding in the depths of your lives.
cial bones were shattered. identified was arrested the next day.

Throughout this horrendous beating, no one Seeing that youth’s mug shot triggered some- This is the life-condition | strive to attain. The
helped us, not even the owner. He wouldn't call thiking within. | found myself curious about him. ltransforming aspect of my experience was com-
police or the ambulance. He later said that he dida'ked how old he was. He was 17. Shocked, | askession welling forth for my assailant. It felt exactly
wantto getinvolved. So | was left in the parking logbout his parents. They were incarcerated, | was tdikle “the stately expanse diyu’ unfolding in my
unconscious and bleeding. Other witnesses calledThe tragedy of his life experience filtered througlife. This is the life-condition | wish for all SGI
the police from a pay phone. But when question@ay awful life-condition. Subconsciously, immedi-members — and eventually all humankind.
by the police, they refused to involve themselves fuattely, | was picturing him as alittle boy being dressed | sincerely believe that this is the greatest prac-
ther. | was hospitalized for several days with a conp by a relative or a friend to be taken to a prisdice of all, and that, together, we in the SGI can and
cussion and excessive bleeding in my nasal cavitysiting room, where he would learn how to hatevill make a difference. This experience has shown

Inthe hospital and after my discharge, | felt nottAnd | cried while visualizing this scene. me absolute proof of that.
ing but rage and wanted revenge. | fantasized con-Here was a human life, so full of potential if he The scar that runs between my eyes and down
stantly about how | would kill these animals that ditlad had the right beginning. Instead, his future wtige bridge of my nose is a constant reminder of my
such aruthless thing. | fantasized about going dowaldly stomped out by the hatred his parents passeav to achieve world peace.
the road with an Uzi and shooting everyone whan. He would never know the fun of a school dance
looked like a gang member. | fantasized aboot graduation day or the joy of accomplishment as as told to Donna Parten

NEOVTINET S SRTE @ Philadelphia photo essay by Jon Wilson



