
BY TERRY ELLIS
CONTRIBUTING EDITOR

As large as the Treasure
Tower appeared in
the Lotus Sutra,
Mount Sumeru rose

even higher. Above the Four
Heavenly Kings, watching from
the mountain summit, were the
gods of the Trayastrimsha
Heaven led by Shakra Devanam
Indra (Jpn Taishaku).

On the Gohonzon, Heavenly
King Shakra appears in the sec-
ond tier of characters, directly
below Shakyamuni Buddha.

The gods were filled with joy
at the prospect of Shakyamuni
revealing the Law. So, when the
Treasure Tower appeared, they
made fragrant red Mandarava
flowers rain down as an offering
(The Lotus Sutra, p. 171).

In his lectures on the Lotus
Sutra, Josei Toda, the second
Soka Gakkai president, ex-
plained that the Mandarava
flowers falling from heaven,
which are frequently referred to
in the Lotus Sutra, are the bene-
fits we receive through our prac-
tice of the Law.

As SGI President Ikeda points
out: “These flowers of good for-
tune and benefit fall equally upon
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Whole
Universe

This is the first installment in
a new series of “Discussions
on Youth.” SGI President Ikeda
talks with Soka Gakkai high
school division leaders
Hidenobu Kimura (young
men’s) and Yoshiko Ueda
(young women’s).

K IMURA : President Ikeda,
thank you for making time to
hold this second series of “Dis-
cussions on Youth.” We appre-
ciate how busy you are, and
we’re deeply grateful. I know
that all of our members are ea-
gerly looking forward to the
start of this new series. 

UEDA: Yes, thank you so much,
President Ikeda. I am personally
determined to use this opportu-
nity to grow and to learn as
much as I can.

IKEDA : On the contrary, please
allow me to thank you. Let’s em-
bark together on a journey of
heart-to-heart exchange. I am al-
ways delighted to do anything I
can to bring joy to you, the young
men and women who are the fu-
ture leaders of our movement.

We all may have different ideas
about how to define the word
‘freedom,’ but SGI President Ike-
da says in this dialogue that ‘real
freedom ultimately hinges on what
you decide to dedicate yourself to
with all your heart.’ It has nothing
to do with having a good time,
spending a lot of money or going
on vacation, he adds.

WHAT IS TRUE FREEDOM?
Heavenly King Shakra and
Great Heavenly King Brahma
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BY DAVID TEMPEST
SGI-USA YOUTH DIVISION STUDY COMMITTEE

The above passage is pertinent
to today’s society, especially

in the United States. We live in an
affluent society with a huge
amount of wealth being squan-

dered on “mean-
ingless trifles”
and only a small
portion being
used for soci-
ety’s betterment.
Whenever I turn
on my radio or
television or
open a maga-
zine, I am bom-
barded by pitch-
men extolling
the virtues of
their newest ten-
nis shoe/tooth-

brush/detergent/sports drink, etc.,
etc. Clearly, most of modern society
translates the word democracyto mean
the freedom to be ruled by our desires.

I work as an investment advisor,
and much of my time is spent dis-
cussing money and finance. Money
has no inherent value. It is only the
application of money that can cre-
ate either value or anti-value. When
working with investors, I am sad-
dened that so few of them want to
accumulate wealth toward con-
tributing to society’s betterment.

However, I am not discouraged. I
know of many fellow members who
carefully save and budget so that they
can contribute to the SGI. The SGI is
in turn building community centers,
culture centers and other wonderful
facilities around the world that ulti-
mately contribute to improving our
society. I also look to SGI President
Ikeda as a great example of someone
who uses his own money to bring
joy to people in many ways.

I am determined to defy my tele-
vision’s encouragement to squan-
der my (currently small) wealth on
meaningless trifles. I hope that all
of us can develop the kind of for-
tune where we can freely enjoy
life without financial worries. And
we can use that wealth to create
value and bring joy to our fellow
human beings. WT

NICHIREN
DAISHONIN’S
WRITINGS IN

ACTION

In My Life

Squandered
Wealth

They squander their wealth
without a qualm on
meaningless trifles but
begrudge even the smallest
contribution to the Buddha, the
Law and the Priest. (“Letter to
Niike,” The Major Writings of
Nichiren Daishonin, vol. 1, p.
255)

the Buddha and all people. There is no
discrimination...the Buddha and the peo-
ple dwell in the same saha world” (Lec-
tures on the “Expedient Means” and
“Life Span” Chapters of the Lotus Sutra,
vol. 3, p. 149). From this perspective, it’s
important to realize that the Gohonzon as
we see it does not represent a hierarchy
from top to bottom but a series of rela-
tionships between functions of the Law
existing both inside and outside our lives.

For example, the Four Heavenly
Kings appear in large bold characters
framing the Gohonzon, while Shakra,

their leader, is much less conspicuously
placed. Shakra held a prominent place in
Indian mythology, originally as the god
of thunder.

“In ancient India, thunder was re-
garded as the joyful music of heaven an-
nouncing a merciful rainfall,” President
Ikeda explains (Lectures on the “Expe-
dient Means” and “Life Span” Chapters
of the Lotus Sutra, vol. 3, p. 147). Thus
Shakra was seen as a protector of the
world.

But in Indian philosophy, he didn’t
have the last word.

Above him, in still another heaven, lived
Great Heavenly King Brahma, who was
said to rule the sahaworld, so called be-
cause human beings who lived there needed
endurance. Brahma was regarded as the
personification of the fundamental univer-
sal principle.

In the Lotus Sutra, many different
Brahma kings appear who had attained su-

premacy in their own particular universes.
On the Gohonzon, Great Heavenly King

Brahma is also located in the second tier of
characters, directly below Taho Buddha.

The point is that, in the Lotus Sutra,
Shakyamuni shows a relationship of re-
spect between Buddhism and the gods
embraced by the people of India. Rather
than ignore what people believed, he led
them to understand the world from a new
perspective in this way.

Nichiren Daishonin demonstrated the
same embracing mind when he inscribed
the heavenly kings Shakra and Brahma
on the Gohonzon.

Since the Gohonzon embodies the en-
lightened life of the Buddha, it includes
our relationship with all of nature and all
of the universe. Through our practice, we
aim to make this relationship one of joy
and appreciation.

Ten in a series

BY JEFF FARR
ASSOCIATE EDITOR

All disciples and believers of
Nichiren should chant Nam-myoho-
renge-kyo with one mind (itai
doshin), transcending all differences
among themselves to become as
inseparable as fish and the water in
which they swim. This spiritual bond
is the basis for the universal
transmission of the ultimate law of
life and death. (“Heritage of the
Ultimate Law of Life,” The Major
Writings of Nichiren Daishonin, vol.
1, p. 23)

This letter to Sairen-bo never ceases to
amaze me — Nichiren Daishonin

discusses the crucial topic of the heritage
of the Law in the wisest way here. He
knows how important it is to fully clar-
ify his view for the future, so he shows
the issue in all its dimensions. His answer
is meant to satisfy, to leave no room for
doubt.

And we’re lucky to have it, now that
the temple issue is happening.

After pointing out that the main way
to inherit the Law is through chanting
Nam-myoho-renge-kyo and having faith,
the Daishonin emphasizes the “spiritual
bond” among those who chant. Keeping
this bond strong is also inheriting the
Law, he explains. When we unite, we in-
herit the Law.

Nichiren Shoshu, though, has a new
interpretation of this passage: The Dai-
shonin actually meant, according to the
priests, that the heritage “would never
flow without believing in and obeying the
High Priest.... The lifeblood of faith flows
when one respects the High Priest as
one’s Buddhist master...” (100 Questions
and Answers).

What happened to “transcending all
differences” and uniting? What happened
to the spiritual bond? The priesthood’s
definition sure doesn’t sound like the
bond that the Daishonin is talking about
— it doesn’t match his words at all.

The whole idea that the high priest is
the lifeblood of the Law is a weak attempt
on the priests’ part to lend Nikken and
themselves legitimacy where, based on
what the Daishonin set down in writing,
they have none.

The spiritual bond espoused by the
Daishonin is a celebration of humanity,
of people uniting, of the transcending of

differences among us. Not of one man
with special powers, not of any authority
figure.

Apparently, it’s a celebration to which
the Nichiren Shoshu priests are not in-
vited, or to which they’ve uninvited
themselves. They only want to come if
they’re the guests of honor.

After all, the priesthood looks down
on SGI members — as if we were insects
to be caught and kept in a bottle. This
mind-set lets them maintain their feeling
of superiority; thinking this way, they try
to keep themselves from having to face
their nagging self-doubt.

Insects, though, are resilient. T.S. Eliot
once feared a spider surviving a ship-
wreck and himself drowning. “If the ship
goes down,” he wrote, “[the spider] is pre-
pared and will somehow persist....”

There must be within the priesthood
today something of the same fear: That
the priests are sinking, while the SGI
members whom they discounted are sail-
ing away safely. That the 1,000 Nichiren
Shoshu priests have no heritage of the
Law — have nothing, in fact — to pass
on to the future, while the millions of SGI
members have captured the lifeblood of
faith through their strong spiritual bond
and will continue to take responsibility for
the future of the Law.

Seventeen in a series

LESSONS FOR TODAY FROM
THE WRITINGS OF NICHIREN DAISHONIN

REASONSTANDS TO

A Strong Spiritual Bond

STUDYING NICHIREN DAISHONIN’S
INSCRIPTIONS ON THE OBJECT OF DEVOTION

O N   T H E

GOHONZON
GOHONZON, FROM PAGE 1

A compilation of dialogues among SGI President Ikeda and high school
division representatives on a variety of subjects are available in Discus-
sions On Youth, vols. 1and 2. Topics include: human rights, the benefits
of reading, knowing history, the importance of art, our integral relation-
ship with nature, the fundamentals of faith, the purpose of the SGI and
world peace, love, dealing with hardships, friendship, finding happiness
at school and in the workplace, and how to bring out the best in oneself.

Available at SGI-USA Bookstores or call (800) 626-1313; mail
order #0110 (vol. 1) and #0111(vol. 2). Price: Just $5.00 each.

Two More Reasons To Study



COURTESY OF SGI NEWSLETTER
Tokyo, July 29

SGI President Ikeda and former
U.N. Secretary-General Boutros
Boutros-Ghali, meeting at the
Seikyo Shimbun Building
today, discussed the outlook for
the 21st century in light of two
conflicting currents: the trend
toward globalization and the rise
of a new isolationism. Dr.
Boutros-Ghali emphasized the
importance of recognizing the
connection between oneself and
global issues, while the SGI
leader stressed the crucial role
that education can play in rais-
ing people’s awareness. 

Dr. Boutros-Ghali, who com-
pleted his term as the sixth U.N.
secretary-general in 1996, cur-
rently serves as the first secre-
tary-general of La Francophonie,
an organization made up of 52
French-speaking countries. 

During their talk, President
Ikeda expressed wholehearted
agreement with comments made
by Dr. Boutros-Ghali when he
was interviewed on Japanese
television last year. At that time
he asserted that perseverance, pa-
tience and time are the three nec-
essary ingredients for resolving
international conflicts. 

The SGI leader recalled that,
when they first met five years
ago, Dr. Boutros-Ghali said that
in his youth he was fond of read-
ing the histories of Napoleon and
Alexander the Great. Alexander
once said that to do good for oth-
ers and yet be vilified is common
to kings, Mr. Ikeda said.

Napoleon once proclaimed that
historical facts speak out, burning
as bright as the sun. Mr. Ikeda
said he believed that Dr. Boutros-
Ghali’s achievements would
shine brilliantly in the future. 

President Ikeda then paid
tribute to Dr. Boutros-Ghali’s
work during his tenure as secre-
tary-general to realize peace
amid the international conflicts
that arose in the aftermath of the
Cold War. He cited the former
U.N. leader’s advocation of
“preventative diplomacy”; his
efforts to challenge bureaucracy
and to streamline the organiza-
tion by reducing the number of
high official posts; and his pro-
posal to strengthen the interna-
tional body’s role and activities
in the areas of development,
human rights and the environ-
ment. The SGI leader further
hailed his guest for working
steadily to forge a path for hu-
mankind, undeterred by praise

or criticism. 
Thanking the SGI leader, Dr.

Boutros-Ghali turned to the role
democracy will play in the fu-
ture. He commented that while
there are many books and pub-
lications on the topic of democ-
racy, they tend to focus only on
democracy on a national level,
and not among nations. The fail-
ure of this approach, he ob-
served, is evident from the fact
that we have so far not been able
to avoid wars despite the exis-
tence of many democratic coun-
tries in the world. Asserting that
a framework for international
democracy must be constructed
during the first two or three
decades of the next century, the
former secretary-general said
that such a framework must
stem from the citizens of the
world, otherwise it will become
hierarchical and undemocratic.
President Ikeda concurred with
his guest, affirming that to es-

tablish true democracy on an in-
ternational level, we must
change the continuing trend of
nations to forcefully and unde-
mocratically impose their poli-
cies upon others. 

The SGI leader emphasized
that in all areas, whether poli-
tics, economics or peace, there
is nothing more valuable than
education and that the utmost
energy ought to be poured into
that endeavor. He noted that Dr.
Boutros-Ghali has urged young
people to take an interest in
world affairs and to strive to ac-
complish a great goal while
deepening friendship with one
another as members of the same
global family. 

Dr. Boutros-Ghali asserted
that, as problems facing the
world become increasingly
global in nature, the ability of a
single nation to tackle such is-

sues as the environment, the
economy or public health, is
waning. He predicted that in the
21st century domestic issues
will prove intractable unless
they are taken up on the interna-
tional level, and for that reason
it is vital that people become
concerned with not only their re-
spective countries but with the
global situation as a whole. De-
spite this fact, Dr. Boutros-Ghali
said, we see a growing trend
among people to withdraw into
familiar territory out of fear, fur-
ther separating themselves from
people of other nations. 

This tendency toward isola-
tionism, or secessionism, Presi-
dent Ikeda said, is also a deep
concern of his, and he asserted
that the advance of humanity
must keep apace with the chang-
ing times. That is why educa-
tion is vital, he affirmed. WT

Revised and updated study
booklets for the Elementary
Examination have just been
published in four languages.
They contain all the material
necessary to prepare for the
upcoming exam, except for
the booklet ‘Questions and

Answers on the Temple Issue.’
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The Aliso Viejo campus of Soka University of America. Streets are designated A. B, C, D and E.

Name the Streets at Soka University
Soka University of
America is holding a
contest to solicit names
for the new streets on its
Aliso Viejo, Calif.,
campus, which will open
in 2001.

Send your suggestions, along
with your name, address,

school (if applicable), school ad-
dress, grade, age, e-mail address,
and a brief explanation of why
you chose your suggestion. All
entries must be written in English
and be postmarked by Sept. 30.
Entries may be faxed to (949)
472-3051, or mailed to: 

SUA Naming Contest, 
85 Argonaut, Suite 200, 
Aliso Viejo, CA 92656

Courtesy of SEIKYO PRESS

President Ikeda meets with former U.N. leader Dr. Boutros Boutros-Ghali.

SGI President Meets With Former U.N. Leader

Foreign Language
Study BookletsStudy

SP ANISH

CHINESE

KOREAN

JAP ANESE
Now Available in SGI-USA Bookstores 

$4 for Chinese; $5 other languages



The demolition of the Grand Main Temple makes a sad backdrop to the
2nd Overseas Believers General Pilgrimage, Aug. 19–24. Temple
members from the world over are witnessing for the first time the
startling reality of the Main Temple’s demise. Meanwhile, SGI-USA
members continue protest rallies and other protest activities. To date,
10,000 Americans have signed petitions against the demolition, and
more than a thousand have sent letters directly to Nikken. As General
Director Zaitsu says, ‘The Main Temple stood as a monument to the
sincerity of the SGI members, but Nikken’s act of destroying it will stand
forever as proof of his true nature.’ (Above: The roof is dismantled. Left:
The structure in front of the Main Temple is torn down.)
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Nikken’s
Legacy

NEWS BRIEFS

San Jose Women Celebrate 
San Jose women’s division
members hosted a lunch Aug.
2 at Bellarmine Preparatory
College. Originally envi-
sioned as a gathering for
about 200 women, the final
attendance was 390, includ-
ing 115 guests. 

Molly Fumia, author of
three books about grief,
shared her thoughts with the
audience: “I look out into this
audience, and I am over-
whelmed by the...kaleido-
scope of faces.” She urged the
women to “use the power of
your heart. Never let anyone

discredit your emotions.” 
Wendy Clark, SGI-USA

women’s division leader,
spoke about diversity and the
power women have to break
down barriers: “Sustained
engagement requires us to
continue the dialogue with
another [person] when every
part of our being wants to run
away.... 

“By doing so, we not only
learn something about oth-
ers, but about ourselves as
well.”

— SUSAN MOLING, 
correspondent, and others

Photo by ELLEN NOON

Molly Fumia (left), author of books on grief, signs her book after
speaking at the Aug. 2 women’s luncheon in San Jose.

COURTESY OF SGI NEWSLETTER
Tokyo, July 24

SGI President Ikeda, founder of
Soka University, and his wife,
Kaneko, met this evening with
guests from Peru’s Ricardo
Palma University at the Tokyo
Makiguchi Memorial Hall. Rec-
tor Iván Rodríguez Chávez, Of-
fice of University Extension and
Social Advancement Director
Manuel Pantigoso Pecero, Office
of University Relations Director
Alfonso Jaguande D’Anjoy and
Professor Margot Santa Cruz Oré
traveled from the South Ameri-
can country to present the SGI
leader with honorary doctorates
from Ricardo Palma University
and the Association of Doctors of
Education of Peru. 

Rector Rodríguez mentioned
that the “Nuclear Arms: Threat to
Our World” exhibition, cospon-
sored by Ricardo Palma Univer-
sity and the SGI this past June, at-
tracted an unprecedented 60,000
viewers during its one-month
showing at the Lima school. Dr.
Pantigoso, a poet, leading literary
critic in Peru and member of the
Peruvian Academy of Letters,
commented that while he him-
self is a poet of words, Mr. Ikeda
is a poet of action. 

Meanwhile, Dr. Jaguande ex-
pressed his desire to begin lec-
tures at Ricardo Palma University
based on the ideals put forth by
the SGI leader, saying that he
would like to have as many peo-
ple as possible know about the
latter’s philosophy. He is cur-

rently writing a book about Pres-
ident Ikeda. 

Turning to the Inca Empire, the
group discussed the ancient
fortress city of Machu Picchu in
the Andes Mountains northwest
of Cuzco. Remarking that the
Incas were technologically ad-
vanced, President Ikeda observed
that their civilization, which began
in the 13th century, expanded
rapidly because of their policies of
compensation and redistribution.
The university rector confirmed
that the Incas advanced peace-
fully, negotiating with neighbor-
ing tribes. Consequently, in only
50 years, their civilization reached
across the entire Andes region. He
also said that the Incas highly val-
ued young people. 

In response to Mr. Ikeda’s
question on the effects of the
Spanish conquest of the Incas in
the 16th century, Dr. Rodríguez
explained that Spanish control
brought dramatic changes to the
Andean region, as it forced the
Incas to adopt a new culture, re-
ligion and language. During the
300 years of Spanish rule, the
native population of Peru de-
clined by as much as 90 percent.
On the other hand, the university
rector continued, the mixing of
the native Peruvians with the
Spanish created the mestizo, re-
sulting in a new culture that has
thrived for some three centuries.

The SGI leader then brought
up the Nazca Lines, a gathering
of giant animal figures and geo-
metric forms scratched into the
surface of several desert mesas

north of Nazca in southern Peru.
The figures, which include
straight lines, triangles, spirals,
a bird, a monkey, a spider, and
flowers, are hundreds of feet in
length and therefore cannot be
discerned from ground level, but
are visible from the air. When
and why they were created re-
main a mystery. There are many
theories regarding their purpose.
Dr. Rodríguez believes that they
probably served as a calendar,
while Dr. Jaguande commented
that the lines suggest a culture
that loved peace and strove to
live harmoniously and joyfully. 

Confirming that there is a long
history of friendship between
Peru and Japan, President Ikeda
expressed his hope that these two
“neighbors of the Pacific” would
develop a bond as great as the
ocean that connects them. WT
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BY DAISAKU IKEDA
SGI PRESIDENT

On Oct. 28, Shin’ichi Ya-
mamoto attended a na-
tionwide leaders meet-
ing held at the head

temple. Afterward, he met with
leaders from each headquarters to
offer guidance. At these meetings,
convened separately by head-
quarters at the different lodging
temples on the head temple
grounds, Shin’ichi again spoke
about the Cuban missile crisis. 

At one such gathering, he
said: “I understand that mem-
bers have been directing ques-
tions to you about the Cuba sit-
uation, asking, ‘What is going
to happen?’or ‘Which side does
the Gakkai support, the United
States or the Soviet Union?’
This is only natural. The basis

of our response to this grave
issue is our powerful prayer that
war cannot and must not be al-
lowed to break out. Our world
today is divided into opposing
camps, East and West. But the
Soka Gakkai leans neither to-
ward the political right nor left,
nor does it side with either the
United States or the Soviet
Union. We believe in global
humanism. Our position is to
lead all the world’s people in
the direction of peace.

“The present confrontation
has only underscored our con-
viction that Buddhism is an ab-
solute necessity for our age. The
people of the United States, the
Soviet Union and Cuba all cher-
ish a desire for peace. They all
want to enjoy their lives. Com-
mon people and concerned
leaders the world over are be-

ginning to seriously consider
what can be done to eliminate
war, how to solve the problem
at its root, and what philosophy
is needed to achieve that.

“Yet despite this desire for
peace, nations succumb to mu-
tual distrust and regard one an-
other with hatred and hostility.
This is the reality of our world.
How, under such circumstances,
can we eliminate all possibility
of nuclear war? Buddhism holds
the only true solution. 

“Buddhism teaches that all
living beings are Buddhas. It re-
veals that all people possess the
Buddha nature, that oneself and
others are inherently endowed
with the life force of the Buddha.
The life philosophy of Bud-
dhism is a magnificent system
of thought firmly based on re-
spect for the dignity and sanctity

of human life. When this teach-
ing spreads around the world, it
surely will act as the most pow-
erful force for preventing war.

“In addition, all those who
strive in Buddhist faith and prac-
tice will cause the life force of the
Buddha to well up from within
them. With this, they can crush
the negative impulses to destroy
and slaughter that may exist
within their lives. The disaster of
nuclear war arises solely from
fundamental darkness, the most
basic delusion inherent in life.
Many negative and evil states of
mind arise from that fundamental
darkness, including distrust, hate,
jealousy, the desire to dominate
others and the impulse to kill.

“Nam-myoho-renge-kyo cuts
this fundamental darkness off at
the root and allows the light of
true wisdom — that is, funda-
mental enlightenment or the in-
herent Buddha nature — to il-
luminate our lives and thus
transform hate into compassion,
destruction into creation, and
distrust into trust. We also call
this human revolution.”

Shin’ichi continued to em-
phasize how the Daisho-
nin’s Buddhism could
function as a powerful

force in preventing nuclear war
and building a lasting peace.
Through their daily activities, the
members had come to keenly rec-
ognize this truth, but many were
unable to explain clearly why it
was so. Shin’ichi’s words con-
firmed their deepest intuitions,
dispelling their frustration.

Shin’ichi continued: “The pre-
amble of the UNESCO Charter
opens with the famous declara-
tion, ‘That since wars begin in the
minds of men, it is in the minds of
men that the defenses of peace
must be constructed.’ This is an
extremely important observation.
How, then, do we build defenses
of peace that are truly lasting? 

“Buddhism makes such con-
struction possible, and this is
what the Soka Gakkai has been
doing in actuality. By sharing the
great life philosophy of Bud-
dhism with others through one-
on-one dialogue, haven’t we been
building strong and unassailable
defenses of peace in the heart of

one individual after another? The
road to our goal of kosen-rufu
may seem incredibly long, but in
fact it is the most direct way to the
establishment of enduring peace.

“By passing the great Bud-
dhist message of compassion
and peace from one friend to the
next, we can absolutely guaran-
tee that nuclear war never hap-
pens. That is our mission.”

The Cuban missile crisis had
driven home to members just
how pressing the issue of nuclear
war really was, making them
deeply aware at the same time of
the tremendous importance of
their own mission. This aware-
ness spurred them to even
greater efforts to spread the Dai-
shonin’s teachings. 

At the time, hardly anyone ap-
preciated the fact that the Soka
Gakkai, with its goal of building
defenses of peace in the hearts of
people around the world, was at the
cutting edge of the movement for
humanity’s dream of lasting peace.

The Cuban missile crisis re-
confirmed for Shin’ichi the im-
portance of his vision to engage
world leaders in dialogue. The ex-
change of letters between Presi-
dent Kennedy and Premier
Khrushchev forestalled the worst
of all outcomes, a full-scale nu-
clear war. If the leaders of nations
around the world could forge
bonds of genuine empathy through
sincere dialogue, Shin’ichi was
certain, the road to peace would be
opened. He also firmly believed
that it was necessary to put more ef-
fort into cultural exchange among
the world’s peoples to foster mu-
tual understanding. Based on that
conviction, Shin’ichi lost no time
in taking the first step in that di-
rection by establishing an associa-
tion for the promotion of music
and the performing arts.

To be continued

‘THE FLOWER OF CULTURE’
VOLUME 7, CHAPTER 1, PARTS 36–37

HUMAN
REVOLUTION

the new

The Cuban missile crisis drives home to
members just how pressing the issue of
nuclear war really is, making them deeply
aware of the tremendous importance of
their mission. This awareness spurs them
to even greater efforts to spread Nichiren
Daishonin’s teachings.

A NOVELIZED HISTORY OF THE SOKA GAKKAI

Daisaku Ikeda appears

in the novel as

Shin’ichi Yamamoto.

The events take place

in 1962. Illustration by

Ken’ichiro Uchida.

‘The shortcomings of today’s high consumption-oriented society are apparent
everywhere... a truly humanistic and affluent society is one that is endowed on
the spiritual side as well as with abundant powers of development....’ p. 193
This dialogue between Chandra Wickramasinghe and Daisaku Ikeda probes some of the deepest as-
pects of our existence. Both the Buddhist viewpoint and an astronomer’s view of the world are ex-
pounded, side by side, with interesting comparisons.
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As you just mentioned, the
title of this series is “Discus-
sions On Youth.” Would you
happen to know, incidentally,
the origins of the Japanese word
for youth (seishun)? It is written
with two Chinese characters
meaning “green” and “spring,”
respectively. In ancient China,
the color green was identified
with spring. Red, meanwhile,
was associated with summer,
white with autumn, and black
with winter. 

These colors aptly capture
the different moods of the four
seasons. In terms of our own
lives, the time of infancy and
childhood might be likened to
the black winter, the season
when all things are at rest and
plants store their energy beneath
the earth’s surface for the com-
ing of spring. When the time is
ripe and spring finally arrives,

all life stirs with the determina-
tion to sprout, to bloom. In Eng-
lish, the word spring also has
the meaning of a coiled spring,
full of bounce and impetus. In
Japanese, too, the word spring
(haru) connotes energy welling
up from inside.

According to the ancient Chi-
nese view of the universe, the
green spring is associated with
the east direction — in other
words, the direction from which
the sun rises. (The direction of
the red summer is south, the
white autumn is west, and the
black winter is north.) 

The green spring of life —
our youth — is meant to be lived
with our faces turned toward the
sun. As the season of growth,
youth is both a time of great joy
and great suffering. It is filled
with all kinds of problems and
worries. But it’s important not to
run away from them. The key is
to keep seeking the sun, to keep

moving in the direction of the
sunlight, as we challenge the
pain and agony that are part of
youth and growing up. Please
never give in to defeat. For a
seed to sprout, it must exert
tremendous effort to break out
of its hard outer covering. To
reach outside to view the blue
sky above, that sprout must then
valiantly push its way up
through a thick layer of soil.

The hardships you come
across now will all contribute to
your growth. Problems are part
and parcel of the growing
process. Therefore, the impor-
tant thing is to keep pressing for-
ward, no matter how tough or
painful the going may get. Youth
is the spirit of persistence — to
keep making an effort to grow
and to become more capable de-
spite all obstacles. Those who
keep striving for improvement
remain youthful, no matter what
their age. Conversely, those who

fail to do so, even if they are
young in years, will be old and
weak in spirit.

KIMURA : I see what you’re say-
ing. 

The theme for today’s dis-
cussion is freedom. When asked
about how much freedom they
have, the majority of high
school students say they some-
times feel as if they have no
freedom at all.

UEDA: Many students complain
that school rules are too restric-
tive. They aren’t allowed to
carry beepers, they can’t dye
their hair, they can’t wear their
socks the way they want to, they
can only carry a regulation book
bag and, in the case of girls, their
school-uniform skirts must
cover their knees. They say they
don’t like attending schools with
such strict rules.

KIMURA : Others have remarked
that they don’t like their parents
being so nosy. When they get a
phone call at home, their parents
ask them who it’s from. When
they leave the house in the
evening, their parents continu-
ously page them on their beep-
ers even though they’ve told
them where they’re going. Some
students comment, “They say
it’s because they love us, but they
really go overboard sometimes!”

UEDA: Still other students com-
plain that they have no time for
themselves or the things they
want to do because they are so
busy with their studies and ex-
tracurricular activities during
the day and then have to attend
cram schools in the evening.

IKEDA : They sure have a long
list of grievances! 

I understand what they’re say-
ing, though, and I think they’re
right. No one likes to be con-
trolled by others, and it’s only
natural to wish that we could do
our own thing without people
hassling us all the time. I’m sure
there are students who dream of
what freedom they would enjoy
if there were no rules, and if they
had plenty of money and time
and no parents nagging them. But
that is a very shallow view of life,
a very superficial perspective of
human society. 

There are wealthy people
who seem free of all constraints
because they can travel around
the world and buy whatever they
want without having to work.
But appearances can be decep-
tive. While their lives may seem
enviably unfettered, many suffer
feelings of emptiness and lack of
fulfillment. The freedom they
enjoy is only superficial, and
they feel boxed in and restricted.

An American businessman
and his wife once said something
very interesting. They remarked
that they knew some of the rich-
est people in the world, but they
had seen many people whose
lives were really very sad: wid-
ows who had lost all sense of pur-
pose after their husbands died
and people who felt hollow and
without purpose even though
they had amassed huge fortunes
and achieved all their ambitions.

Real freedom ultimately hinges
on what you decide to dedicate
yourself to with all your heart. It
doesn’t mean loafing around with
nothing to do. It isn’t spending
money like water. It isn’t having all
the free time in the world. It isn’t
taking long vacations. Doing
only as you please is not free-
dom; it is nothing more than self-
indulgence. True freedom lies in
the ongoing challenge to develop
yourself, to achieve your chosen
goal. This path is paved with the
glittering gold of freedom. 

KIMURA : It’s true that we tend
to think of leisure as freedom,
but the two are quite different. 

IKEDA : Actually, it’s only be-
cause you enjoy great freedom
that you can study and attend
school, that you can do gongyo
and participate in high school
division activities. Regarding
these things as unpleasant
chores that keep you from doing
what you want is a terribly mis-
guided way of looking at life.

Do you look at going to
school as a right or something
that you’re being forced to do?
Do you see school as liberating
or stifling? It all depends on
your personal philosophy, on
your wisdom. If you’re passive,
you’ll feel trapped and unhappy
in even the freest of environ-
ments. But if you take an active
approach and challenge your
circumstances, you will be free,
no matter how confining your
situation may actually be. As
Nichiren Daishonin writes:
“Each character [written word]
of this [Lotus] sutra is without
exception a living Buddha of
supreme enlightenment, but we
ordinary people, viewing the
sutra with the eyes of common
mortals, see it as a mere succes-
sion of characters. Hungry spir-
its perceive the Ganges River as
fire, human beings perceive it as
water, and heavenly beings per-
ceive it as amrita. The water it-
self is the same, but it appears
differently according to the
karmic capacity of individuals”
(The Major Writings of Nichiren
Daishonin, vol. 5, p. 163).

Children who are suffering
from serious illnesses or living

PLEASE SEE YOUTH, NEXT PAGE

YOUTH, FROM PAGE 1

Photo by JONATHAN WILSON

‘As the season of growth, youth is both a time of great joy and great suffering.’
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in war-torn countries can’t go to
school even when they want to.
On the other hand, many chil-
dren in more fortunate circum-
stances who do have the oppor-
tunity to attend school don’t
appreciate how free they really
are. Being able to go to school
is in fact a sign of the most in-
credible freedom. And it’s a mis-
take not to realize it.

UEDA: Being able to go to
school is truly a great fortune,
isn’t it? 

IKEDA :Yes. In the United States
there was a young man with mul-
tiple myeloma, a disabling and
painful form of bone cancer. In
the last two years of his life, with
his entire body encased in a cast
because of multiple bone frac-
tures, he visited local high
schools in his wheelchair to talk
about the terrible effects of drug
abuse. He would say to the stu-
dents: “You want to destroy your
body with nicotine or alcohol or
heroin? You want to smash it up
in cars? You’re depressed and
want to throw it off the Golden
Gate Bridge? Then give me your
body! Let me have it! I want it!
I’ll take it! I want to live!” [For
more information, read Julius
Segal’s Winning Life’s Toughest
Battles: Roots of Human Re-
silience.] His words are said to
have made the audience shiver.

And during the war in the for-
mer Yugoslavia, children talked
about their dreams. One said, “I
had many dreams, but the war
robbed me of all of them.” And an-
other said, “Our dream is to live
an ordinary life with our friends,
to be able to go to school.”

Recently, in Rwanda in Africa
there has been a bitter and cruel
civil war. In one particular fam-
ily, the children lost both par-
ents; only they and their grand-
mother survived. Somebody had
to work to support the others.
Ultimately, one of the older boys
dropped out of school to care for
the rest. He was so sad that he
couldn’t attend school anymore
that he often cried all through
the night. Today, his other sib-
lings who are still in school
share their lessons with him
when he comes home from work
in the evening.

KIMURA : Compared to children
in these and many other countries,
Japanese high school students
have a great deal of free choice.

IKEDA : Exactly. But if that was
the whole story, we’d have to
conclude that everything de-
pends completely on our envi-
ronment. That’s not the case. The
human condition and life aren’t

so simple. In Buddhism, true
freedom can be correlated to
one’s life-condition. Someone
with an expansive life-condition
is free even if confined to the
most restrictive prison on earth.

Argentine human rights ac-
tivist and Nobel Peace Prize
winner Adolfo Pérez Esquivel
once told me that prison taught
him to have a conscious appre-
ciation of freedom. 

Natalia Sats, the late presi-
dent of the Moscow State Musi-
cal Theater for Children, who
fought against oppression, also
turned her prison cell into a
place of learning. She encour-
aged her fellow prisoners to
share their special knowledge
with one another. One could lec-
ture on chemistry, another could
teach medicine. Mrs. Sats, who
herself was a singer and enter-
tainer, sang songs and recited po-
etry by the Aleksandr Pushkin,
striving to infuse everyone with
courage and hope.

The same was true of the
Japanese educator Yoshida Shoin
(1830–59; Japanese scholar,
teacher and writer whose students
later played key roles in theMeiji
Restoration), who was active to-

ward the end of the Edo period.
When he was arrested and in-
carcerated one time for opposing
the policies of the military gov-
ernment, he presented lectures
to the other prisoners, raising
their spirits. In the end, even his
jailers came to hear him speak. 

And we can see the same
spirit in the first and second
presidents of the Soka Gakkai,
Tsunesaburo Makiguchi and
Josei Toda. Championing the
causes of freedom of religion
and peace, neither leader would
give in to the forces of oppres-
sion, even if it meant imprison-
ment. Each possessed a state of
mind of complete freedom, ex-
pressed in the Daishonin’s
words: “Since I have been born
in the ruler’s domain, I must fol-
low him in my actions. But I
need not follow him in the be-
liefs of my heart” (MW-3, 171). 

UEDA: Those who refuse to be
defeated by circumstances, no
matter how harsh, are truly free.

IKEDA : Yes. I’m sure you know
the story of Helen Keller
(1880–1968). At the age of 18
months, she lost her sight and

hearing. Her deafness also made
it difficult for her to speak. But
by working together with her
teacher Anne Sullivan, she even-
tually learned to read, write and
speak, and graduated from Rad-
cliffe College in Boston. 

Surely no one could have been
as restricted as she was — unable
to speak, hear or see. Her world
was one of darkness and silence.
But she drove the darkness out of
her heart. At 9 she finally spoke
her first sentence: “It is warm.”
She never forgot for the rest of
her life the astonishment and joy
she experienced at that moment.
She had succeeded at last in
breaking out of the prison of si-
lence that confined her.

As a result of unimaginable
hard work and effort, she later went
on to travel the globe to lecture and
offer encouragement to other peo-
ple with disabilities. She came to
Japan several times. She brought
courage to the entire world. She re-
fused to be beaten. She always
turned her face to the sun, seeking
the bright light of hope.

Being human, however, at
times she would feel forlorn
and disheartened by the long
hours she had to spend study-

ing, having all of her textbooks
painstakingly spelled into her
hand, while other students
were singing and dancing and
enjoying themselves. She
wrote: “I slip back many times,
I fall, I stand still, I run against
the edge of hidden obstacles, I
lose my temper and find it
again and keep it better. I
trudge on, I gain a little, I feel
encouraged, I get more eager
and climb higher and begin to
see the widening horizon.
Every struggle is a victory.”

UEDA: “Every struggle is a vic-
tory.” Those are very moving
words.

IKEDA : She also wrote, “In the
wonderland of Mind I should
be as free as another.” This was
Helen Keller’s declaration of
victory. She reached the sum-
mit of freedom, liberating her-
self through her own arduous
struggle.

KIMURA : She lived with incredi-
ble strength and courage.

(Part 2 will continue in next
week’s issue.)

YOUTH, FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
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‘I slip back many times. I fall, I stand still, I run against the edge of hidden
obstacles, I lose my temper and find it again and keep it better. I trudge on,

I gain a little, I feel encouraged, I get more eager and climb higher and
begin to see the widening horizon. Every struggle is a victory.’

— Helen Keller (left, with her teacher, Anne Sullivan)
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The movie
‘Lawrence
of Arabia’
reminds
Fred Mayer

that with sufficient
resolve he can accomplish
anything and be, as Major
Lawrence was, ‘He Who
Writes On the Wind.’

BY FRED MAYER
PHILADELPHIA

Faith in this sutra means that
you will surely attain
Buddhahood if you are true
to the entirety of the Lotus
Sutra, adhering exactly to its
teachings without adding any
of your own ideas or
following the arbitrary
interpretations of others.
(“Letter to Niike,” The Major
Writings of Nichiren
Daishonin, vol. 1, p. 259)

I n the movie Lawrence of
Arabia, Major Lawrence —

a British officer in charge of
Arab troops in a battle against
the Turks — decided to try a
unique strategy. The Turkish
stronghold was a city bordered
by the sea, and a large artillery
cannon rendered attacks by
boat virtually impossible.
Lawrence’s plan was to cross
the desert on the opposite side
of the city. He knew that the
cannon could not be turned
around, and the Turks would be
hard-pressed to defend their
position. 

Why was this strategy un-
precedented? Simply because
his proposed convoy across the
desert had never been success-
fully completed. Many consid-
ered it suicide to even attempt
such a crossing. There were no
sources of water along most of
the stretch, and it required a per-
fect management of time and re-
sources. At one point in the trip,
even if the supplies didn’t run
out, it was certain the camels
would perish from the heat
within two days’ time if they
didn’t keep their strict schedule.

According to the film’s por-
trayal of this historic event, the
Arab soldiers, although respect-
ful of Major Lawrence, opposed
the plan. Out of a combination
of fear, superstition and first-
hand knowledge, they were

quick to point out that it was im-
possible for human or beast to
cross in safety. “It is written on
the wind!” they passionately de-
clared. Persuaded by his iron-
clad resolve and leadership,
however, they agreed to venture
forth.

Most of the traveling was
done at night to conserve strength
and to avoid the harsh desert sun.
During one of the nightly treks,
an exhausted soldier fell off his
camel. His absence was not dis-
covered until the next day. Major
Lawrence didn’t hesitate to go
back to save the soldier, even
though the odds of finding him,
let alone surviving the trip back,
were grim.

In this story, the desert could
probably be considered the uni-
versal symbol for the expansive,
infinite nature of life. Viewing
the profundity and richness of

life, I am sometimes intimidated
as well as awed. Imagine how
these travelers must have felt as
they saw the search party back-
track over the vast plains stretch-
ing out before them, miles upon
miles in every direction. 

“The slightest diversion
could spell death.” This feeling
was based on their experience
and beliefs but not necessarily
the true nature of the situation
— the true nature of their lives.
For instance, the same view
was very different to Major
Lawrence. Where they saw
doom, he saw possibility;
where they saw defeat, he saw
victory. His confidence and
purpose were so solid, in fact,
that he was willing to retrace
his steps without fear of back-
sliding.

How do we view life: Would
we rather stay close to the

places we know for fear of get-
ting lost? Do we purposely
leave behind the people and
places we know in search of
some “oasis”? Or, are we fo-
cused on getting to our destina-
tion, come what may? 

At this point in my life, I feel
I am about to embark on a new
journey. I am fighting the neg-
ativity that berates me by say-
ing, “You’ll never get a good
job,” “That last relationship
was your last chance for a
meaningful romance,” and
“Your health will only get
worse.” It’s a daily battle
against my fundamental dark-
ness, the aspect of my life
whose motto is: “You have not
changed — things are going to
be this way forever!”

Although these feelings are
not new to me, the “journey” is.
Through my practice I can de-
termine that I will choose my
own destiny. Through faith,
suddenly life’s seemingly end-
less directions and possibilities
are a source of comfort and
passion instead of a cause for
fear and hesitation. Sometimes
I get caught up in the quest for
the ultimate accomplishment
that will really show proof to
myself and others. But what is
actual proof? 

My job, my relationships and
my health, of course, reflect
where my life is at in some re-
gard but my determination, my
unshakable conviction to
achieve my dreams, is the real
proof of this Buddhism. It is just
as SGI President Ikeda points
out, “To advance toward our
dreams cheerfully, to coura-
geously work toward achieving
them — this is what gives the
most sublime meaning and value
to our lives”(July 31 World Tri-
bune,p. 8).

When Major Lawrence re-
turned with the fallen soldier in
tow, the troops rejoiced. They
anointed him ‘He Who Writes
On the Wind’ in reference to his
steadfast determination and his
ability to seemingly change des-
tiny. He would not allow peo-
ple’s opinions or his own mis-
givings to deter him from his
purpose. We, too, can write our
own destiny. 

Correct practice guarantees
our victory. When traveling, I’m
the one who picks the destina-
tion — should I blame my car if
I am driving around in circles?
With this practice, I am in the
driver’s seat.

Just like the traveler in the
desert or the driver on the road,
we each decide how far we want
to go. WT
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T.E. Lawrence (1888–1935) is perhaps best known as Lawrence of Arabia.

Where they saw doom, Lawrence
saw possibility; where they saw de-
feat, he saw victory. His confidence
and purpose were so solid, in fact,
that he was willing to retrace his
steps without fear of backsliding.
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Buddhism in America
I really appreciated seeing Joe Newman’s
“Perspective” on “Buddhism American
Style” (July 31). It was nice to see in print
what I have been feeling ever since I
joined the SGI. I am a relatively new
member, so sometimes I wonder if I just
have not “got it” yet — maybe I haven’t.
But I want to express my opinion.

Part of me learns a lot by experienc-
ing another culture, especially since the
members really demonstrate the most
positive aspects of their culture. But part
of me has a hard time sitting still through
some meetings. I have to keep remind-
ing myself that I am experiencing a dif-
ferent culture — at times I feel uncom-
fortable bringing friends to meetings,
because I am not sure that they will un-
derstand the cultural context.

Sometimes I think it is a good thing,
that I am learning different ways to view
the world and tolerance for new ways.
But sometimes I just do not want to be
there. I wish there was more awareness
of this on the part of the organization,
and I wish that there was more explo-
ration of what Buddhism is about at its
core, and how it relates to a North Amer-
ican perspective.

I suppose that what I really long for
is more questioning, more disagree-
ment, more discussion and less accep-
tance that whatever the leaders/the
books say is necessarily right. 

— ALISON HOPKINS,
Queens, N.Y.

[Re: Joe Newman’s “Perspective”]
Yeah, Joe. It’s about time that someone
said what I always thought. Remember
having to take off your shoes at the com-
munity center or having to kneel or sit
on the floor during the world peace
prayer meeting?

The Daishonin’s Buddhism, though,
is neither Japanese nor American. Isn’t
it a universal religion for all people? If
so, maybe, just maybe, we should focus
on the best of both American culture and
Japanese culture. Maybe we should take
the BEST of both worlds. It’s funny how
Buddhism’s Middle Way works for us.

Thanks, Joe, for giving me this op-
portunity to think for myself.

— MURRAY I. SINGER,
Cleveland

After read-
ing Joe New-
man’s article
“Buddhism American Style” (July 31),
I find myself unable to agree with his
classification of cultural values into
neat ethnic compartments such as
Japanese and American.

Although I share his desire to find a
way to speak directly to the hearts of
more Americans about Buddhism, I
don’t see how we can say that values
such as directness and self-reliance do
not exist in Japanese culture or that
Americans do not some way emphasize
conformity (if this is what the article
implies).

Studying our American philoso-
phers is a great idea because theirs is a
universal one. In talking directly with
Americans, we will find a wide range
of values both specific to and overlap-
ping many different cultures and na-
tionalities. Many people choose the
best from different cultures and this is
part of who they are that transcends na-
tional labels. I think there is beautiful
wisdom in this.

As a Buddhist, I believe being influ-
enced by Japanese values is unavoidable
and even desirable as long as we don’t ap-
proach it arrogantly or in an attempt to be-
come someone other than who we really
are. In fact, I am convinced that by em-
bracing certain positive Japanese and for-
eign values, we actually become more
American.

My personal experience is that
through an association with many people
form Japan and other countries, values
such as a strong work ethic and a deeper
understanding of family loyalty and re-
spect were sort of brought back to me.
These cultural values, which can also be
described as American, were ones with
which I had lost touch.

— TOM ROONEY,
Cottage Grove, Minn.

Gay Pride
As one of the fortunate members asked
to assist with the Gay, Lesbian and
Friends Group here in Seattle, I was
pleased to see the mention of the partic-
ipation in the gay pride parade in San
Francisco.

As diffi-
cult as it must
be, I feel we

here in Seattle have received tremendous
support, especially from our leaders, in
our efforts to bring Buddhism to the gay
community. Someday, sexual orienta-
tion will truly be a non-issue, both in our
organization and in daily life. Of course,
we have to be the first to reach out and
not wait for the “majority” to do the
reaching.

Here in Seattle, we are trying to reach
both directions. Thanks for letting us
know we are not alone.

— RUTH ROSS, Seattle

Thanks for printing an article on our con-
tingent in the San Francisco gay pride pa-
rade, the largest in the nation if not the
world. I’m wondering if this was the first
SGI contingent in a gay pride parade?

It was a great experience. With all the
support of straight members in the Bay
Area it really made me feel proud to be
Buddhist!

— ROB VOGT, Dublin, Calif.

I was pleased to see the short article and
photo in the most recent World Tribunere-
garding the Freedom Day Parade held here
in San Francisco. It truly was an uplifting
event, but your tiny article couldn’t even
begin to portray the electric ichinen that
went into this phenomenal day! Diversity
was the theme, and it was a joyous event
to walk with such a fantastically diverse
group working together for kosen-rufu.

I would have liked to have seen more
photographs and maybe some interviews.

— DAVID FRASCA,
San Francisco

It’s good to see gay-related articles in the
World Tribune. I think that they will help
to dispel some of the prejudice against
gays and lesbians that exists even within
the SGI. It is very easy to retain your
prejudice against people of a different
country or race or sexuality. But it is less
easy to do so when you know more about
them and their hopes and fears.

As we all know, but sometimes for-
get, everyone has Buddhahood and all
can attain Buddhahood in their current
lifetime regardless of the circum-
stances of their life. Keep up the good
work in educating us about the differ-

ences that exist in society and that are
reflected in the SGI.

— CHRIS TILLEY, San Francisco

A Mouse Story
It is a well-known fact that when you
have a pet, you have to feed it food.
Some animals eat pellets while others
eat other animals because that’s all a
part of life. One of the most common
“feeder animals” (a feeder is an animal
used for food) is mice, which this story
is about. 

When Barbara Brice, a women’s di-
vision member, got a job at a local pet
store, she loved all of her job except giv-
ing away the mice for food. Being smart,
she quickly found a solution. 

Whenever anyone wanted to buy the
mice, she would ask if they were for
pets or feeders. If the person answered
feeder, she would chant Nam-myoho-
renge-kyo three times to the mice so
they could have a better life next time. 

A few months after Barbara got her
job, my sister, Alicia, got a job there as
a cashier. One day, someone brought the
mice to the checkout counter to buy, and
my sister commented on how cute the
mice were. Then she asked if they were
for pets or feeders. The person said,
“Feeders, and don’t be praying over
them, because the last three I got that
were prayed over got away!” 

So that ends the story of the true
mouse benefit.

— BRITTANY McKEE (age 13),
Mesa, Ariz.
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COMING NEXT WEEK Have you read the ‘Fine Print’?

When he was 9,Yuichi Ono
fled from his abusive father
with his mother and sisters.
As social outcasts in Japan,
they endured poverty and
hunger.Yuichi became a
very unhappy boy, fighting
with other kids and doing
poorly in school. Today, he
is a doctoral candidate at
Kent State University —
Buddhist practice and
his mother’s
determination are what
turned his troubles into
assets, he says.

I
will never forget the cold
evening 22 years ago when
my mother, two younger sis-
ters and I left our home. I was
9, and my sisters were 8 and
7. We got into a taxi, and as
it pulled away, I watched

through the rear window as my
home disappeared into the dis-
tance. I thought of my friends,
that we would never play together
again. I wished I could have said
good-bye. 

But we had to get away from
my father.

We lived in Japan, and my fa-
ther was raised in a good, tradi-
tional family. He was highly edu-
cated, sensitive and once dreamed
of being a writer. After marriage,
though, he began to feel a gap be-
tween his dreams and reality.

My mother had been practic-
ing Buddhism for several years,
but my father refused to chant.
He drank a lot to forget his dis-
appointments. And he started
beating my mother when he got
drunk. He beat my sisters and me,
too.

My middle sister was abused
so badly that as a child she was
afraid of everything. She became
a slow learner and could not
speak well, always crying.

My mother had to hide the Go-
honzon during the night because
my father hated it intensely.
While he was at work, she
chanted to change her negative
karma and improve our situation.
Then one evening, my father took
a knife and threatened to kill my
mother. She could not move be-
cause she was paralyzed with
fear, and so was I.

My middle sister, suddenly, at
the crucial moment, stood up and
stopped him. Because of this in-
cident, my mother decided to
leave him.

So we moved to a small apart-
ment. We could not go out for a
while because we were afraid
that my father was going to find
us and maybe kill us. We faced
severe poverty. We were always
hungry.

My mother worked very hard,
getting up early to distribute
newspapers, working as a traffic
inspector and an insurance sales-
woman — as well as taking care
of us. She chanted and taught oth-
ers about Buddhism. Despite
hard times, she bought us books
by great writers and famous clas-
sical music records.

The most effective education
for us, though, was to see her
studying at night after a long,
stressful day.

Later, my parents faced each
other in divorce court. Father

wanted custody of me. If Mother
had given me up, she would have
received a lot of money from my
father — she would never have
had to worry about money. But
she protected me because she
cared about my future, and be-
cause she was determined to raise
me to strive for kosen-rufu.

Japanese society did not ac-
cept divorced women, and many
people, including our relatives,
spoke ill of us or ignored us.
Mother sometimes felt hopeless.

One cold night, she took our
hands, and we walked and walked
without any direction in the dark.
Then Mother said, “Let’s die to-
gether by walking in front of a
moving train.” She led us to the
railroad. My sisters and I could
only cry.

But then Mother remembered
her favorite quote from Nichiren
Daishonin: “Those who believe
in the Lotus Sutra are as if in win-
ter, which never fails to turn into

spring” (The Major Writings of
Nichiren Daishonin, vol. 1, p.
150). This one short phrase saved
our lives. Mother renewed her de-
termination to endure our “win-
ter” and to change our karma.

At school, I was having other
problems. It was a special school
for wealthy people that my father
had wanted me to attend. One day
I invited my friend to our apart-
ment. I thought we had a good
time, but the next day I heard an-
other classmate say, “Yuichi lives
in a dirty place.” I used to be a
friendly, nice boy, but my smile
then disappeared from my face. I
started fighting with classmates.
This was my revenge on society.

By the end of elementary
school, I became the worst

student ever at my school. I
played tricks on my classmates. I
stole snacks from stores. I was
scolded by teachers at least once
every day. I really needed help.

One day a teacher shouted,
“You do not deserve to be in this
school!”

I said: “I did not choose to be
here. My father did!” There were
no teachers who could under-
stand me, listen to me or help me.

The only one place where I
could go back to being a normal
child was the future division of
the Soka Gakkai. The Soka
Gakkai people were not fake.
They encouraged me with SGI
President Ikeda’s guidance:
“Never, ever give up! Facing your
difficulties will be your asset in
the future, if you continue prac-
ticing Buddhism! The world is
waiting for you. The 21st century
is your stage. For that, you should
study hard now. Polish yourself!”

So I started chanting.
One year passed, then two

years. I saw progress.

But in ninth grade, I was
chanting to win any and all fights.
Then I got into a fight with the
Yakuza, which is a kind of Japan-
ese Mafia, and I lost. I was bleed-
ing badly, had bruises all over my
body, and was hospitalized.

When I saw Mother appeasing
the Yakuza with money, I regret-
ted what I had done and could not
stop my tears. “I am just like my
father, causing a lot of trouble for
my mother,” I thought.

My mother did not scold me,
but she looked so sad. I deeply de-
termined that I would be a good
son of whom she could be proud,
and I quit fighting with people.

Instead, I started fighting my-
self, challenging myself, like
President Ikeda said. I chanted
seriously. It was not at all easy, but
I studied as much as I could,
spending more than seven hours
a day to catch up on my studies.
At times I was depressed, feeling
that I wasn’t smart. But then I
would think of my mother. “She
is selflessly struggling for me,” I
would say to myself. “I am her
hope. I cannot betray her!” 

When I had a hard time study-
ing, I would chant, read President
Ikeda’s poetry, then study again.
Several months later, my grades
started going up. My classmates
saw that my attitude was also im-
proving. People said that I had
changed. My sisters’ grades also
improved.

Our neighbors and my class-
mates no longer spoke ill of

us. Some of them were, instead,
even jealous. This is the human
world: When we are in bad cir-
cumstances, people speak ill of
us. When we are in good circum-
stances, people become jealous.
I learned that their evaluations of
me were nonsense and that I

should seek a higher standard for
my life.

As a family, we overcame each
problem, one by one. My mother
married again recently. She
turned 55 this year and is living
happily in Japan. She does not
have to work anymore — she is
actually a millionaire now. She
enjoys playing with her grand-
children. She has built up an in-
vincible, high life-condition
based on Buddhism.

My middle sister, who used to
be a slow learner, graduated

from her school with honors and
became a nurse. My youngest sis-
ter was accepted by one of the most
competitive universities in Japan
and graduated with honors. I am
very proud of my sisters because
they always care for others, even if
they are struggling themselves.

I continued to practice Bud-
dhism and studied hard to receive
my master’s degree. In 1994, I was
accepted to the doctoral program
at Kent State University in Ohio,
studying geography. My mission
is to save people from natural haz-
ards, especially in developing
countries. My current project is to
mitigate tornado hazards by adapt-
ing underground tornado shelters
in Bangladesh. I am confident that
it will save a lot of lives.

When I look back over this
22-year period, I feel that Presi-
dent Ikeda’s words that I heard
when I was little are absolutely
true — all my troubles have be-
come my assets. Now I believe
the reason why I was born into a
poor, suffering family was to
prove the power of Buddhist
practice, so that I could encour-
age even one other suffering fam-
ily — through my own experi-
ence — that there is hope for a
happy, fulfilling future. WT
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My Mother’s
Greatest Hope
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“Seize the Day” invites all
youth division members to
share their thoughts on the
social responsibilities of
youth in these last couple of
years until the 21st century.
These years have been
likened to a runway to the
next century. How can the
power of youth change our

world for the better as we
rush down this runway?

Be as specific as possible
about what you think youth
need to change, and how you
think that they can do it.

The length is 900–1,200
words, typed, double-
spaced. A special committee
will judge the essays on the

quality of writing, the depth
of thought, originality and
whether you include con-
crete examples. The top
three finishers in each cate-
gory will have their essays
published in “Seize the Day”
in 1999.

To enter: Send your essay
and a photo of yourself to

“Seize the Day,” 525 Wilshire
Blvd., Santa Monica, CA
90401 or seize@sgi-usa.org.
Indicate which category you
are entering and include your
return address, phone num-
ber and e-mail address (if
you have one). All essays be-
come the property of “Seize
the Day.”

The Prometheus Group is a
study group for the junior
high and high school divi-

sion members of the San Fran-
cisco regions. It began in the
summer of 1996 by studying
SGI President Ikeda’s 1991
Kosen-rufu Day message, which
contains an in-depth anecdote
about the ancient Greek mytho-
logical character Prometheus. In
honor of the spirit of
Prometheus, who stood up
against the authority of the
Greek gods to help the common
people, we named ourselves the
Prometheus Group.

After having studied Bud-
dhism for about a year, the
group decided to pursue a pro-
ject that would both allow us to
share what we had been learn-
ing and to demonstrate our con-
viction in Buddhist faith. This
project would turn out to be a
book, written by the members,
on the subject of human revolu-
tion. For all that we have been
studying and learning, for all
that we have been encouraged
by, it is only natural that we
share the fruits of our ongoing
dialogue with all of you. In this
way, we are serializing the book
as we write it, so that it can ap-
pear in “Seize the Day.” What

you are about to read is the in-
troduction to the book, which we
hope will clearly show our dedi-
cation to the path of mentor and
disciple.

Human Revolution 

— An Introduction

Although our dear planet —
pleasant as the roses in May
— has beauty and power be-
yond the imaginable, it is ob-
viously not in its optimal
state. It cannot remain stand-

ing for long if it is constantly
being assailed.

And just as dear, there is the
human race, which also does
not seem to be functioning
properly. The human race is
acting against all logic.

The number of people suf-
fering from problems with
friends, finances or sickness-
es appears to be growing con-
stantly. We, the human race,
are not only harming our-
selves, but are harming our
great planet Earth. People

harming the planet won’t un-
derstand the gravity of their
actions until they see what
they have destroyed, much
like a child who disregards
his parents and doesn’t un-
derstand the error of his ac-
tions until his parents have
passed away. Slowly but sure-
ly, humanity and compassion
are being driven out of the
planet, supplanted by delu-
sion and darkness. In Bud-
dhism, the source of
humanity’s suffering is called

the fundamental darkness.
Fortunately, there also exist

millions of people around the
world who are working to
stop humanity’s degeneration
and bring health and happi-
ness back into everyday life.
And on top of that, we, the
members of the SGI, are mak-
ing ceaseless efforts — efforts
like the mighty flow of a vast
river — to reveal the funda-
mental, enlightened nature of
everything, of life itself.

Regarding the importance
and urgency of the human
race’s collective challenge,
the second president of the
Soka Gakkai, Josei Toda, once
said: “People may think they
rule this planet, but they will
wind up in big trouble if they
destroy their natural environ-
ment. Protecting the environ-
ment means protecting
humanity, too.”

David Kreiger, president of
the Nuclear Age Peace Foun-
dation, has also said, “Hu-
mankind will perish if we do
not alter our mode of think-
ing and our system of values.”

Such a complete world
transformation can only oc-
cur when people transform
their individual lives. Like-
wise, those who think happi-
ness means merely avoiding
work and challenges will nev-
er come to know true joy.

One in a series

The Prometheus Group meets at
the San Francisco Culture Center.

ON Human Revolution

By THE PROMETHEUS GROUP

The 1st Annual
‘Seize the Day’
Essay Contest

RUNWAY TO THE 21ST CENTURY

ESSAY CONTEST
Theme:
The role of youth in improving
the world these last couple of
years before the 21st century
Categories:
Junior High School
High School
College
General Youth
Deadline: Oct. 2, 1998
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Seize the Day,” the
SGI-USA youth divi-
sion pullout, is

published as a service
for World Tribune readers,
appearing in the fourth
issue of the World Tribune
each month. To subscribe
to the World Tribune,
please call us at (800)
835-4558 or e-mail us at
SGI Subs@aol.com.

The SGI-USA (Soka Gakkai
International-USA) has a
strong commitment to
youth — hence the SGI-USA
youth division. This divi-
sion supports young peo-
ple in practicing Nichiren
Daishonin’s Buddhism, in
developing their lives and
in contributing to society.
Within the division are
concentrated groups like
the junior high and high
school divisions, the
student division (college
students), musical per-
forming groups, the
young men’s and women’s
divisions and service
groups. To find out about
youth activities in your
area, please contact the
SGI-USA community center
nearest you or call our na-
tional headquarters at
(310) 451-8811.

We want to know what
you think of “Seize the
Day” and need your
ideas. Send your letters
to the World Tribune,
525 Wilshire Blvd.,
Santa Monica CA, 90401.
By fax to (310) 260-8910.
Or by e-mail to
seize@sgi-usa.org.

Special thanks for this is-
sue to Ed Feasel (youth di-
vision leader), Ellen Brown
(design & layout) and 
Amir Kaspian and Bobbie
Stemple (communicators).

B

““

Their hearts aflame
with a sense of justice,
youth should never fail
to seize the moment, to
stand up....
— SGI President Ikeda,

Aug. 17, 1997

Students traveled from as far
away as Michigan, Indiana
and Ohio — some driving up
to seven hours one way — to
attend the Chicago student di-
vision’s seminar on June 20.
The students discussed the
temple issue and came up with
a new Chicago student divi-
sion mission statement, agree-
ing to focus on what they’re
calling the three S’s: study, self
and society.

AVINASH SRIVASTAVA
As the various members
shared their experiences and
views on how to balance all
their activities — from study

to SGI to sleep and all the oth-
er zillion things in between —
I could not help finding com-

fort in that there was so much
we all had in common. Partic-
ularly useful were discussions
on how to break through our
shallow existence in the lower
worlds by compassion and ac-
tion for others. But at the
same time, how to have the
courage and wisdom to take
care of our own interests and
avoid others taking advantage
of us.

HIDEO OZAKI
I am struggling with balanc-

ing activities and study, and it
was encouraging to meet oth-
ers doing the same. I felt that
we are sharing the same expe-
rience and determined togeth-
er to make further progress in
both SGI activities and study.
Three other members from
southern Ohio attended the

meeting with me. The four of
us have to work hard!

MELANIE REISER
At first, I debated whether I

wanted to go to Chicago, but
I’m glad I went. One of the
reasons is that, during the five-
hour drive there and back, I
got to know the other student
division members from Michi-
gan. And it was really nice.

At the meeting, I noticed (es-
pecially during gongyo) the di-
versity of the members. There
were students of all ages and
interests — truly a microcosm
of the world — and yet we all
had a lot in common.

I was also encouraged by
people’s big dreams; there
were so many people with
huge dreams and goals. There
was also a lot of laughter dur-
ing the meeting, which made
it fun.

AKEMI WOOD
The minute I arrived in

Chicago, my spirits were up-
lifted. Just seeing the skyline
of the city brought a smile to
my lips. And it was a relief to
get out of the car after the sev-
en-hour drive. The culture
center was a sight for sore
eyes, so to speak. The meeting
was great and exalted my spir-
its even further. Our main
topic of discussion was the
temple issue: what we, as
young adults, can do about it.

When I came home and
spoke with my mother about
the meeting, I told her it was
the best thing that she ever
did for me — to push me to
go to this meeting. I came
away with a renewed spirit. A
new strength for what I want

out of my

practice. And a new strength
for what I can do to make
myself happy again.

By DAVID EISENBERG
SGI-USA Soka Group Leader

This [Lotus] sutra is su-
perior to all other su-
tras. (“The Sutra

of True Requital,” The
Major Writings of
Nichiren Daishonin,
vol. 6, p. 249)

The Lotus Sutra is the
only sutra that teaches
that all people are capable
of attaining Buddhahood and
can do so in their present form
in this lifetime. Because of that,
Nichiren Daishonin confident-
ly proclaims that it’s superior.
All prior sutras taught that a

person had to practice for life-
time after lifetime to attain en-
lightenment. They also taught

that only men could attain
Buddhahood! But the

Lotus Sutra is for all
of us.

As discussed in
the most recent
installment of

this series (March
27 “Seize the Day”),

we are Bodhisattvas of
the Earth born into this world

to enjoy our lives and help
others become happy. Some-
times, the sufferings we expe-
rience make us feel like we’ll
never attain that happiness.

But when we chant Nam-my-
oho-renge-kyo, we can see the
opportunity for growth in the
midst of those struggles, reveal
our full potential and over-
come our problems. It doesn’t
matter who we are or how bad
our problems may be.

We have the great opportuni-
ty to change our karma

through our Buddhist prac-
tice. But nobody can make us
chant or interact with other
members. We have to do it
ourselves, and a good place to
start is by realizing just how
wonderful it is that we have
the chance.

Four in a series

Chicago Student SeminarA HIT
Student News

THE CHANCE

A Sense of Mission
We Have



By MICHIYO KAKEGAWA
New York

Iam so happy and grateful
that I could attend the 1998
Young Women’s Division

Conference, which took place at
the Florida Nature and Culture
Center, July 16–19. During the
conference, we all had the op-
portunity to exchange our expe-
riences. I was so encouraged by
other members — to learn how
they also had to challenge their
problems in life and overcome
them. Now, we are all deter-

mined to challenge any difficul-
ties, to develop ourselves and to
help others become happy.

The theme of the conference
was “Seize the Day,” and we stud-
ied Nichiren Daishonin’s letter
“Happiness in This World,”
which is one of my favorites. How
can I forget the days when I was
so disappointed about myself, al-
most four years ago? At that time,
I was encouraged by one of the
YWD senior leaders in London.
She used the following passage
from the same letter: “Suffer what
there is to suffer, enjoy what there
is to enjoy. Regard both suffering
and joy as facts of life and contin-
ue chanting Nam-myoho-renge-
kyo, no matter what happens.
Then you will experience bound-
less joy from the Law. Strengthen
your faith more than ever” (The
Major Writings of Nichiren Dai-
shonin, vol. 1, pp. 161–62).

It was almost four years ago
that I did not get the position I
wanted in the U.N. Development
Programme. This was after I had

studied international
relations at Soka Universi-

ty and environmental manage-
ment and economic development
at the London School of Econom-
ics and Political Science. At that
time, I had to overcome disap-
pointment and even some doubts
about the Gohonzon.

But I had to believe in the Go-
honzon and myself — there
must be a meaning to this re-
sult. I also had to accept the re-
ality of not getting the job I
wanted at that time. After re-
turning to Tokyo from London, I
found a good job in a training
and research institute closely af-
filiated with Japan’s Ministry
of Foreign Af-
fairs and

Ministry of Education, and I en-
joyed working there. I tried to
gain more experience related to
international organizations and
overseas development assistance
and looked for an opportunity
to work overseas.

Three-and-a-half years later, I
finally got the position with the
UNDP in New York. I started to
work here in April! I work for a
small unit called Capacity 21,
which was founded after the Rio
Summit in 1992 to assist devel-
oping countries in building their
national capacity so they can for-
mulate national development
policies or strategies to achieve

su s t a inab l e

development. As a program spe-
cialist, I am managing our pro-
grams in Asia, the Pacific,
Eastern Europe and CIS regions.
The work is very exciting and
challenging, because I have to
keep finding what the needs and
difficulties of these countries are
— and I have to respond quick-
ly to them by providing support,
including workshops, training,
sending advisors and so on, to
help improve their situations.

I truly believe that I got the
right job at the right time, based
on faith.

Through the YWD conference,
I strengthened my conviction
that “If we have a truly high
state of life, then even when un-
pleasant things happen, we

view them as making life all
the more interesting,” as SGI
President Ikeda says in his

lecture on “Happiness in This
World” (Learning From the
Gosho, p. 236).

As the conference ended, I
was determined to share my
joy and experiences in faith
with as many people as pos-
sible.
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By TODD McGOVERN
Eagle River, Alaska

I’ve been practicing
for nine years
along with my wife,

Lili — first in Santa Bar-
bara, Long Beach and
Orange County in
California and
now in Alaska,
where we’ve
been for almost four years. My visit to
the Florida Nature and Culture Center
the weekend of July 11, the anniver-
sary of the founding of the young
men’s division, was also my son’s first
birthday. Lili and I are very apprecia-
tive that Conor is such a healthy, hap-
py 1 year old. We had a miscarriage
about six months before conceiving
our son and found it remarkable that
this temporary set-back ended up al-
lowing us to have Conor, a very ener-
getic, proud boy, on YMD Day in
1997.

My region men’s division leader
talked to me several months before
Conor’s birth concerning the impor-
tance of standing up for the youth of
Alaska. He emphasized that if I really

love my wife and son, strengthening
my faith and practice were the very

best things I could do for
them. Several of my previ-
ous attempts to stand up
and take responsibility had

produced little success due to difficulties
I had balancing activities with my career,
hobbies (like skiing and hiking) and oth-
er business interests. 

It became obvious to me that I must
again focus my energy on SGI activities
and this time succeed in them for my
wife and son. This is also why I had ab-
solutely no regrets about being away
from home on my son’s first birthday. I
called from an FNCC pay phone to sing
him “Happy Birthday” while Lili held the
phone to his ear as he was waking up.

Approximately two months before the

conference, the Alaska youth division
held a very successful graduation cere-
mony for the Boys and Girls Group and
the junior high and high school divi-
sions: We had 50 youth in attendance,
the most youth gathered at a single SGI
event in recent Alaska history. I came to
the FNCC celebrating our success of the
last year and planning to renew my spir-
itual energy toward keeping the same
momentum going into next year.

As an engineer and contractor, I spend
a great deal of time in a conservative sci-
entific and business atmosphere. While
listening to my fellow YMD members at
the FNCC conference, in an atmosphere
where everyone was sharing their hearts,
I realized that I really need to open my
heart more. I realized that I could be ac-
complishing even more if I’m more sin-
cere during chanting, and that it is
imperative to share this practice and our
organization with the people in my life.
I thank all of the YMD members who at-
tended for sharing their hearts.

I feel that the YMD members’ collec-
tive efforts reverberate with SGI Presi-
dent Ikeda’s new poem for the youth
division, “Into the Storm” (July 3 World
Tribune). After we studied this poem at
the conference, I felt that it described
the YMD members’ united, powerful ef-
forts to pilot the ship for kosen-rufu.
One of my favorite parts was “Labor day
and night in the engine room, / Covered
in oil and grime.” 

Amazingly, two days after returning
from the FNCC, I had the incredible op-
portunity to get covered in dirt and
grime amid the deafening roar of fighter
jets practicing “touch and go” and amid
the blasting of a high pressure washer. I
was suited up in protective clothing
from head to toe, working on the decon-
tamination of an old metal-plating shop
at the local Air Force base! It reminded
me of President Ikeda’s encouragement,
and that I should be working 10 times
harder for kosen-rufu! I did rejuvenate
my spiritual energy at FNCC!

Young women from across the
country study ‘Happiness in This
World’ at their July conference.

SEIZING the DAY
Finally!YWD CONFERENCE EXPERIENCE

READY FOR MORE OIL & GRIMEREADY FOR MORE OIL & GRIMEYMD CONFERENCE EXPERIENCE

Michiyo Kakegawa realized her
dream this year of working for the
United Nations Development Pro-
gramme in New York.
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Young women from across the
country study ‘Happiness in This
World’ at their July conference.
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Ihave lived in the
inner city of
Highland Park
most of my life.
Although I
could have lived

a sheltered life, my re-
bellious attitude allowed
me the opportunity 
to see, firsthand, the
lifestyles of many indi-
viduals within my 
community.

Within five years, five
of my friends have died.
All of these were High-
land Park gang mem-
bers under age 25. A

mother lost her only two sons
and will never have grandchil-
dren. One of them was my
best friend. Two other home-
boys were shot to death. The
last person killed himself. This
year, a 16-year-old girl was

shot in broad daylight — the
bullet entered just below her
heart and went out her arm.
She had been to an SGI-USA
meeting at my house a month
prior; somehow she is still
alive.

On April 1, my boyfriend,
Carlos, was involved in a
crossfire shooting. Now he is
incarcerated, facing charges of
attempted murder. At a crucial
moment, he made the wrong
decision.

Carlos has always been very
supportive of my practice, al-
though he never used to
chant. He went to most meet-
ings with me and made sure
that I did morning and
evening gongyo every day. In
the time we’ve been together,
more than a year, he has
helped me realize things
about myself. He helped me
change, as I helped him. The
changes he made were not
spiritual ones, though; he
stopped himself from gang-
banging and hanging out with
the homeboys. But the change
was with his mind, not his
heart!

It’s not about the school you
go to, because Carlos graduat-
ed from a private school and
was attending college to be-
come an electrical engineer.
It’s not about the way your
parents raise you, because his
mother loves him very much.
It’s not about any external

thing: No object. No person.
No activity. It was about him.
How he felt in his heart at that
crucial moment.

This had to happen for him
to understand what Bud-
dhism is about. Carlos now
chants, every morning, every
evening, for hours on end. He
has found faith in Nam-myo-
ho-renge-kyo and has told me
that he never felt this happy in
his whole life. He changed
something in his heart; he
knows now that he has a mis-
sion to help others under-
stand the importance of not
joining gangs and the conse-
quences of being in them. On
May 3, Soka Gakkai Day, he
committed his life to kosen-
rufu.

I, too, have realized that
Buddhism is humanism. It’s
about helping other people to
help themselves. It’s about in-
troducing people to Bud-
dhism with our lives. To help

the people who need the help,
we must take action.

A feeling of ultimate bliss
permeated the World Culture
Center in Los Angeles on
March 14 and 15 during the
Global Family Festival. Why
don’t we share this feeling? I
don’t think that a lot of people
outside the SGI know this
feeling. Now is the time to
help people.

We need to make a good
name for the SGI. A good
name. We need to be known
as an organization that re-
sponsibly helps people —
from the heart. Because I live
in Highland Park, I choose to
make this cause. I sincerely
care about the people within
my community. I have dedi-
cated my life to kosen-rufu
here. To me that means every
day, no matter where I am at,
no matter what the circum-
stances. Because I care. To me,
NOW IS THE TIME.

By MELANIE SARCEDA
Highland Park, Calif.

I CARE ABOUT MY COMMUNITY

By LISA JONES
SGI-USA Youth Division Study Committee

Some members feel
that it’s inappro-
priate to criticize
anything about
the SGI-USA.
Then again, there

are members who are so critical
of the organization that one
wonders why they even contin-
ue to call themselves members.

My point of view falls some-
where in between these two ex-
tremes. The difference between
constructive criticism and mere
complaint lies in one’s intent, I
believe.

The SGI-USA isn’t perfect.
That’s why it’s important to
think critically and remain en-
gaged in the work of creating
any organization of, by and for
the people. To me, that’s what
taking responsibility in the or-

ganization entails.
Thomas Jefferson once said

that the price of liberty is eter-
nal vigilance. Responsible citi-
zenship, like responsible
membership in the SGI-USA,
requires eternal vigilance —
speaking out and taking action
rather than assuming that the
government or any administra-
tive body is going to take care of
us. Unless we fully participate
in our democracy (and our or-
ganization), it will give way to
despotism.

SGI President Ikeda once
said: “In 1800, when Jefferson
was 57 years old, he wrote in a
letter, ‘I have sworn...eternal
hostility against every form of
tyranny over the mind of man.’
I am of the same belief. Free-
dom is something that you
must fight for and gain by and
for yourself. It is not something

that is handed over on a silver
platter.”

Sometimes I feel that the ad-
ministrative bodies within the
SGI-USA, like the Central Exec-
utive Committee or the group
of leaders in my region, can be
likened to a government. The
decisions and policies of the
government may not always re-
flect the true sentiment of the
governed — but ultimately, the
two are inseparable. The ideal,
of course, is that the govern-
ment and the people function
in perfect accord. That’s not al-
ways the reality, but that’s what
we’re shooting for.

Personally, I didn’t join the
SGI-USA because I wanted to
belong to an organization.
Rather, I saw that a person
can do amazing things with
the Gohonzon; I was drawn
to the philosophy and prac-

tice of Nichiren Daishonin’s
Buddhism.

I’ve come to see, though, that
you can’t have one without the
other.

(Likewise, I dare say that
most immigrants come to
America seeking freedom rather
than involvement in the U.S.
government. Per Jefferson,
though, without one, the other
is imperiled.)

I know that there are many
members who disagree with
some aspects of the organiza-
tion. And that’s all the more
reason for them — and all of us
— to deepen our sense of own-
ership.

This is your organization as
much as it’s mine or anyone
else’s.

The degree to which we abdi-
cate our responsibility for the
organization or fail to invest

ourselves in it is the degree to
which authoritarianism will
take root in the SGI-USA.

I don’t think that the SGI-
USA will ever be all things to
all people. Rather, it’s a work
eternally in progress, eternally
dependent upon our unre-
served participation. To me,
that means living with faith in
the principle that one person
can change the organization
and the world for the better —
and resolving to be that person.
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Thoughts on a Religious Revolution


