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We can either step aside
and be mere onlookers,
SGI President Ikeda says
at a June leaders
meeting, or we can be
true heroes who stand up
for what's right and keep
fighting to the end.

et me congratulate you on

‘S = . :
I T . 2
"I |l|ﬂ|l| (10 O I ] ' this wonderful and enjoy-

able leaders meeting!
Though Japan isxperiencing
hard times, the Soka Gakkai is
doing just fine. We have demon-
strated excellent progress. Every-
one is envious of our success.

The great French philosopher
Jean-Jacques Rousseau (1712—
78) wrote in his workEmile:
“There is no happiness without
courage nor virtue without
struggle.” Second Soka Gakkai
president Josei Toda often dis-
cussecEmilewith me. Without
courage, there is no happiness,
and itisimpossible to create a life
of value. This is an unchanging
rule of human existence.

The English poet Lord Byron
(1788-1824) wrote, “Whatever |
may & have or shall feel — |
have that within me that bounds

. T o PLEASE SEE SPEECH, 9

grew up in Jamaica in awhich attracted people from all
family that always took overthe world. This was his life-

care of me. Whenever a defong dream.
cision had to be made, they This festival featured local
made it for me. Life was asartists and gave them the oppor
smooth as a breeze. When | matunity to showcase their music.
ried, | continued along the samélhere were so many talentec’y
path. My husband, Tony John-artists in Jamaica at that time
son, made all the decisions. | justhe most renowned being th4g
went along with whatever helate Bob Marley. But many had
wanted to do. very limited exposure beyond
In 1978, my husband estab-Jamaica and the pockets of Weg

lished a music festival in Ja- [, A

maica called Reggae Sunsplash, PLEASE SEE EXPERIENCE, 6 Sonia Johnson
What does it mean to battle SGI members in India ‘The New Human Revolution,’
‘devils’? provide relief to cyclone vol. 7, chapter 1, parts 30-31.

victims. Plus more news.
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Fuel for
Growth

By KEN SARAGOSA

SGI-USA YOUTH DIVISION STUDY COMMITTEE

In the Latter Day of the Law,
the votary of the Lotus Sutra
will appear without fail. The
greater the hardships befalling
him the greater the delight he
feels, because of his strong
faith.... The currents of
hardship flow into the sea of
the Lotus Sutra and rush
against its votary. The river is
not rejected by the ocean;
neither does the votary reject
suffering. (“A Ship to Cross the
Sea of Suffering,”The Major
Writings of Nichiren Daishonin
vol. 1, p. 9)

hen | was growing up, my

mother used to say, “Faith
equals daily life.” At the time, | took
it as a kind of Buddhist nagging —
like telling me to
do my homework
or clean my room.
| would chant for
five minutes and
expect something
immediately, like
candy or money.
As | got older and
started practicing
Buddhism more
seriously, | was
encouragedto see
my life as an ex-
pression of my
practice. People

In My Life

NICHIREN
DAISHONIN'S
WRITINGS IN

ACTION

directed me to this passage as en-
couragement when | encountered

hardships.
As this letter expresses, Nichirer
Daishonin was a man whose sol

Buddhism. And because of this de
termination, he encountered grea
difficulties. As much as this passag
inspired me, though, part of me al
ways felt that it didn’t really apply
to me. While | was practicing Bud-

n
e
purpose in life was to propagate
t
e

dhism as sincerely as | could, my life

was not like the Daishonin’s. Wher
| was in trouble in school, it was be
cause | didn’t finish the work | was
supposed to. It was hard to see m
problems as “persecution” when
they were of my own making.

As “the currents of hardship”
continued to rush into my life,
though, and as | kept praying with
this passage in mind, | came to re
alize that if it weren't for these dif-
ficulties, | could never show actual
proof. | may not have experience
persecution because of my faith, by
my problems are still the fuel for me
to learn and grow in my Buddhist
practice. W}

o

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ON FAITH

What Are ‘Devils Entering One’s Body’?

By TED MORINO

SGI-USA STUDY DEPARTMENT LEADER

sanzena life-moment possesses 3,00nto the three evil paths of Hell, Hunger
realms], which reveals that both goo@nd Animality.”
and evil are inherent even in those at the He also stated: “When onétshinen
highest stage, that ahyogakuor en- [will] in the depths of one’s life fuses
lightenment. The fundamental nature afvith the Gohonzon, it manifests the es-
enlightenment manifests itself as Bonteeential nature of enlightenment. How-
and Taishaku, whereas the fundamentaVer, if one is deceived by bad friends or
In Buddhism, the termlevilsdoes darkness manifests itself as the Devil advil influences, théchinenof enlighten-
not refer to any actual entities otthe Sixth Heaven"The Major Writings ment will give way to that of delusion,
beings. It indicates the negativeof Nichiren Daishoninvol. 3, p. 279).  one’s faith will be diminished or even in-
forces that arise from our lives. In other words, no one isimmune fromured, and he or she can be plunged into
Nichiren Daishonin uses expressionkis or her own potential for evil, nor lack-unhappiness.”
such aglevils enter one’s bodyecause ing in the potential for Buddhahood. Paradoxical as it may seem, the func-
they were part of the vernacular of his Inreferring to his efforts to propagate thision of such devils becomes manifest
time. It was a metaphor, an expedierBuddhism, the Daishonin oftentermed it “avhen the votaries of the Lotus Sutra exert
means he used to educate believers abdvattle,” or said that Buddhism was “win othemselves in pursuing altruistic goals.
the constant battle between the positidese.” Of course, by the wotzhttlehe did Progress emits great rays of hope, clearly
and negative forces within our lives.  not mean military-style combat but rather dluminating the evil in one’s environ-
In Buddhism, the Buddhist gods andattle within one’s life — a battle overment. The contrast between good and evil
devils represent different life-conditionswhether humanity will guide itself to thesharpens when light brightens and shad-
that exist as potentials within us. Whemorrect Law or give in to distorted views. ows darken.
exposed to the correct Law or positive in- In this respect, SGI President lkeda For our own sake, we need to de-
fluences, we can actualize or reveal ownce stated:Devilsin Buddhism indi- velop a correct perspective on life that
innate Buddha and bodhisattva potercates those functions that work to obwill enable us to identify evil in any
tials. But when swayed by incorrectstruct Buddhist faith and practice or théorm. We need to get into a correct orbit
views or negative influences, we can bmovement of kosen-rufu. In a sense, faitbf life for our happiness. For the sake
consumed by the devilish functionamay be called a battle between the Buaf others, taking action to help others
welling up from within our lives. dha nature and life’s devilish functionsreveal their Buddha nature can drive out
The Daishonin explains: “The heart oft is a battle to determine whether one willhe devilish functions that warp human
the Hokke sect s the principleichinen manifest the state of Buddhahood or faliearts and minds. W]

What does ‘devils entering
one’s body’ mean?

Q

‘Kvyo’

The Connecting Thread

by which we create our karma — deedp or detracts from, advances or hinders,
word and intent. the human condition.”

Further, if we listen to the sounds of Ultimately, our happiness and the
our environment — late at night, for ex-happiness of others are determined by the
ample — we may hear the hum of trafficchoices we make from moment to mo-
the pounding of the sea, the rustling afment, not by an absolute standard or au-
wind through trees or the steady beat dhority. Value is not a “given.” It's some-
our own pulse. In the farthest reaches dfiing we must create.
deep space, even, there’s rhythmic sound To create means to turn theory into ac-
that can be detected by radio telescopetitality, to turn an indefinite possibility
could be said that our lives (and the uninto a definite something. In this sense,
K yo derives from Hokkekyo, which verse itself) are bathed in and articulateth do the Buddha's work means to create

means Lotus Sutra, and is a compdhrough sound, rhythm and vibration. joy, culture, peace — to turn our dreams
nent of Nam-myoho-renge-kyo. Originally, ~Second, the Daishonin mentions thanto realities through the wisdom and
kyomeant sutra or the teachings of Shakyé&the voice does the Buddha's work and isourage we develop by chanting Nam-
muni Buddha. Later, it came to denote atherefore calleya” From the standpoint myoho-renge-kyo.
Buddhist scriptures. In expounding the Lavof life philosophykyosignifies value-cre-  Third, the Daishonin says that
of Nam-myoho-renge-kyo, Nichiren Dai-ation and the principle that the goal ofkya..spansthe three existences....” That
shonin broadly interpreteklyo as the human life is to achieve happiness for alls, kyo is the thread that eternally con-
sounds, voices and activities of all people. The philosophy of value (which wasnects all pheamena in the complex fab-

In “Record of the Orally Transmitteddeveloped by Tsunesaburo Makiguchiic of life. In fact, the Chinese character for
y Teachings,” Nichiren Daishonin ex-founder of the Soka Gakkai) draws &yooriginally meant the threads running
plains: “‘Kyo means the words andsharp distinction between truth andengthwise in aloom when weaving cloth.
speech, sounds and voices of all livingalue. Simply put, truth is fact; it is un-Kyo, in the Buddhist sense, signifies the
beings. Chang-an states, ‘The voice doehangeable and can'’t be created. Valuthread of universal, eternal continuity.
the Buddha's work and is therefore calledn the other hand, expresses the change-Further, this continuity is expressed
kyo’ Kyoalso signifies that life spans theable and fluctuating relationship bein our individual lives. SGI President
three existences of past, present and ftween self and other, subject and objectiseda explains:
ture” (Seikyo Timesluly 1995, p. 9Kyo the individual and the universe.
is rich in meaning, and this passage can SGI President Ikeda once explained
be broken down into three parts. that “from Makiguchi’'s viewpoint, the

First, the Daishonin sayskyomeans most fundamental and central value is
the words and speech....” On a practicéhat of life itself.... He stated that ‘all
level, we can take this to mean thaother values arise solely within the con-
everything we say and do is a manifegext of interaction with life.’ The funda-
tation ofkyo. It could be said thdtyo mental criterion for value, in Maki-
corresponds to the three kinds of actiorguchi’s view, is whether something adds

WHAT A

Concept

ON THE BASIC IDEAS
OF NICHIREN DAISHONIN’S BUDDHISM

By LISA JONES

STAFF WRITER

Spatially the infinite expanse of the Uni-
verse in the ten directions and temporally
the eternal flow of time spanning the three
existences of past, present and future —
all this is contained in a single moment of
one’s mind.

t

Fifteen in a series
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Protest and celebration are evident in the varied activities of the Washington, D.C. Region’s ‘Construct Peace’ rally.
(Above) The youth give a presentation on Buddhism and (below) kids have a ball in the ‘Moon Bounce.

Protest Rally Helps People
Reawaken a Mission for Peace

By ROBIN MEADER

BUREAU CHIEF
Mount Rainier, Md., July 11

To protest the destruction of th
Grand Main Temple by High
Priest Nikken and to reawake
the desire to accomplish world
peace as SGI members, 70
Washingtonians, Marylanders,
and Virginians gathered toda
for a family rally with the theme
“Construct Peace.” <
Penny Parker, Washington

D.C. Region young women’s
leader and co-chair of the rall
steering committee, talked off =
both Buddhist protest and celef =
bration, citing second Soka
Gakkai president Josei Toda’s
response to the mistreatment

and death in prison of his men+ion to one who passionately adGrand Main Temple’s planned
tor, Tsunesaburo Makiguchi,vocates protest. “Let historydemolition, published in the
during World War 1l: Enraged show that in our time,” she said,Washington Posshocked some
by this injustice, Toda resolved“millions of bodhisattvas stood former SGI members into ac-
to build an SGI organization of up to Nikken in protest and com-tion. Mary Dusing recalled:
750,000 happy members. Withpelled him to step down — the“When | saw that article, | knew
the family rally, SGI members of only honorable course of actionthat | had to take a stand. The de
Washington, D.C. Region con-left to him now.” struction of the temple is an af4
firmed their determination that  Tami Frazier, a third-genera-front to the sincerity and faith of
nothing and no one can detetion SGI member who has nevethe members — not only of SGI
their advance toward world visited the Grand Main Temple,members but of temple mem-
peace. explained her awakening to abers and even of the priests wh

The simultaneous protest angsense of mission in realizing thasupported the construction.”

celebration was evident at thethe battle for world peace is not The words of physician Alwin
community center, with food, only for herself but for her an- Harding seemed to speak fo
entertainment, displays, a peti-cestors and especially those teveryone attending today’s rally:
tion-signing table and discus-come in the future. “This activity gives me great
sion groups. The heart of the Vice General Director Bill hope forthe future of the SGI, es

rally included three speakersAiken noted that the true sanc{pecially because of the trement

one of them Mary Morris, who tuary of the SGI is not on somedous participation of the youth.

was instrumental in bringing map butin our support of one an\Whatever is going on, we will

about the petition and ultimatelyother’s Buddhist practice. He re-win, we will overcome, and we

the rally. solved to strengthen the forcesvill accomplish our mission.”
Ms. Morris described her of the Buddha by introducing

transformation from one whoone person this year to Bud-With reporting by Emily Carnes, Rob

avoided conflict and didn’t care dhism within the SGI. Hendry, Alicia Hetzner, Annie

N (\EWWS BRIEFS Sy

0

about the SGI's excommunica- A recent article about the McDonell and Gloria Starks.

SGI-India Members Provide
Relief to Cyclone Victims

On July 11, SGI members inbuilding their homes.”
India successfully completed SGI members in Delhi and
arelief operation in JamnagaBombay donated milk pow-
to assist families suffering theder, rice, beans and lentils, oral
aftereffects of a cyclone thatrehydration salts, chlorine
hit coastal Gujurat on June 9tablets and clothing in match-|
More than 2,000 people,ingsets. In Delhi, more than 50
mostly slum dwellers, salt members helped sortand pack
pan workers and port labor-the goods in waterproof bags
ers, were killed when the cy-With the cooperation of dis-
clone hit, and more thantrict officials SGI members
45,000 had their homes andlistributed the goods directly|
property damaged by tidalto 1,241 families.
waves and winds that gusted District Magistrate Girish
to 145 mph. Chandra Murmu wrote, “It
Visiting the area, Akash was heartening to know the
Ouchi, SGI India representa-lengths to which your orga-
tive, said: “Not a pole, a treenization is going to distribute
or a house was left intact. Nodonations so that they really
one had escaped loss and sufeached the people who nee
fering, but people are slowly them most.”
coming out of shock and re- — Courtesy of the SGI

Daisaku Ikeda Day
Proclaimed in El Paso

The City of El Paso pro- ture and education through-
claimed Aug. 24, 1998, as Dr.out the world. City Repre-
Daisaku Ikeda Day. On Julysentative Chuy Terrazas read
14, General Director Zaitsuthe proclamation and Mr. Za-
attended the city council itsuthen urged SGI members
meeting along with local in El Paso to dedicate them
members to accept the honoselves to work with the city to
on Mr. Ikeda’s behalf. Mayor make their community a
Carlos Ramirez named thegreat oasis of humanity to-
day in honor of Mr. Ikeda’s ward the 21st century.
efforts to promote peace, cul- —JUDY HYMAN, correspondent

SGI President Meets With
South Korean Educators

On July 4, SGI Presidentgreat cultural benefactor of
Ikeda met with South Korea’s Japan and also paid tribute to
Chung Cheong College Presthe wonderful ideals of
ident Chung Jong Taeck andpeace, culture and education
Chairperson Oscar Oh. Theirhe upholds.
meeting took place following ~ Mr. Ikeda quoted Chair-
a ceremony in which the SGlperson Oscar Oh as saying
leader received an honoranthat the future of humankind
professorship from the Ko- depends entirely upon edu
rean college, held at thecation and that it is from the
Tokyo Makiguchi Memorial outstanding characters and
Hall in Hachioji, Tokyo. examples of educators that
Expressing his sincerestudents will be inspired, and
wish to tell as many people aghat though a gap may always
possible about the achieve-exist between reality and the
ments of President Ikeda anddeal, it is vital that education
the SGI, Dr. Chung hailed thecontinue to advance step by
efforts of the South Korean step, always looking far into
SGI members to contributethe future.
to their respective communi- The SGI leader remarked
ties through such activities asthat he wholeheartedly con-
environmental cleanup cam-curs with his guest’s insights.
paigns. He voiced apprecia-
tion for the SGI leader’s con-
stant assertion that Korea is a

— Courtesy of
SGI NEWSLETTER
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to [the grave slander of the Law
being committed in this land].
Were the nation’s rulers wise,
they would be compelled to ask
for further details. Yet they do
not and fail to heed my warn-
ings. While this alone is aston-
ishing, how outrageous it is that
they should try to behead me!”
(Gosho Zenshup. 357).

Photo by KATHI OSMONSON The Daishoninis a great sage
and philosopher. As he details at

Itis your length in his treatise “Rissho
Ankoku Ron,” the people of his

day suffered intense misery and
own beneﬁt hardship. By rights it should be
the job of the country’s rulers to

to Challenge find and implement means to re-
lieve the people’s suffering.
Yet when the Daishonin tried
yourselfand to advise them on the best course
to pursue, they refused to heed

ﬁght hard. It his words. They turned a deaf

eartothe counsel of a great sage.

s s They ignored the plaintive cries
) CruClal of the people.
Not only that, they tried to
thatyou behead the Daishonin — this
treatment he describes as “out-
rageous.” He is quite right in
keep on feeling the way he did.

striving to The Height
of Perversity
the end, that

The Daishonin continues:
“Thus the two evils have now ap-

you lil}e peared in the land side by side —
the grave offense of supporting a
coura- person of great evil and the grave

offense of disgracing a person of
great good, who upholds the cor-
gQOUSly rect teaching. This situation is
like venerating arashuraand
shooting at the god of the sun. It
th ro ug h al l has therefore given rise to an oc-
currence of unprecedented grav-

obstacles ity [the calamity of the Mongol
invasions] befalling this land”
1 (Gosho Zenshp. 357).

an’d wrlte Ashuras are contentious
. demons who symbolize the

an inde- world of Anger, a life-condition
characterized by jealousy, per-
Structible version and a desire to appear

superior to others. To esteem

. such ignoble beings and try to
hlstory. shoot down the sun giving light
to all living things is the height of

perversity. Itis only natural, then,

that the grave offense and error of

S Tl 4
@ .
persecuting a Buddha should
give rise to national disaster.
The Daishonin’s words are

guiding principles that have uni-
versal, eternal relevance. Itis im-

In Kansai in May, SGI President Ikeda encourages youth to fight the abuses of authority. ‘Faith, ﬁolfstae“st;% i.tgﬁff his writings. And

which at first glance may appear something weak, is actually the most powerful force in the world,  members of the youth division
: : : gain a solid grounding in Bud-
he says. (Part 1 of this speech appears in the July 31 issue.) ot il THo tWo Waus of prac-
tice and study are important. A
halfhearted attitude will not allow
he SGl bases itself first shonin, is always flowing vi- | turn now to one of these,rial on this letter under my su-you to complete these two paths.
and foremost on the tally, strongly in the SGI. All of “Letter to Shimoyama.” Sev- pervision. That would be a truly sad thing.
Daishonin’s writings. the Daishonin’s writings are ex-eral years ago, incidentally, the The Daishonin writes: “Then,  The Daishonin fearlessly de-
That is why the pure, tremely important, but of specialEhime Prefecture youth divi- I, Nichiren, appeared in thisclared the truth for the security
undefiled lifeblood of faith, that significance are the 10 majorsion researched and publisheavorld. Fearing no one, | have
directly connected to the Dai-writings. several volumes of study mate-given my life to calling attention PLEASE SEE FAITH, NEXT PAGE
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FAITH, FROM PREVIOUS PAGE But all tyrants and authori- |
tarian leaders who dare to betrajyg
of the land, the happiness of th¢ustice and truth ultimately |3
people and the benefit of futurecome to a terrible end.
generations. Butthe rulers ofthe  You, my young friends, are thejs
day ignored his admonitions.leaders of the 21st century. Fof
Deceived by ill-intentioned in- that reason, it is important tha
dividuals, they denigrated theyou have an understanding of hisi=
Daishonin and even attemptedory, that you can see through td,
to take his life. These two gravethe heart of things. A penetrating
offenses — conspiring with view of history is essential. A su-
evildoers and persecuting a perperficial one won't suffice.
son of great good — were the The renowned Japanese a
causes for the disorder and conthor Eiji Yoshikawa writes at
fusion that beset the countrythe end of his noveMiyamoto
This fundamental formula is theMusashj the story of a 17th-
same in any age. century master swordsman
Citing some historical ex- “The sound of crashing waveg
amples of secular authoritiesis a part of nature. Swimming
persecuting loyal retainers orskillfully with the flow of the
people of lofty virtue, the Dai- waves, small fry sing, small
shonin continues: “This is notfry dance. But who knows the
without precedent. King Chiehheart of the ocean, the dept
of the Hsia dynasty beheadedf the ocean, a hundred fee
Lung-feng. King Chou of the down?”
Yin dynasty had Pi Kan'’s chest
torn open. The second emperoA Senseless
had Li Ssu executed. KingMobocracy?
Udayana insulted the Venera-
ble Pindolabharadvaja. King Because of their integrity, y y
Dammira cut off the head of people of goodness are attacke Ihope th'atyou) tOO, Wle Create hlStor.y' You
Aryasimha. Emperor Wu ar- by the ill-intentioned — this his- o o
gued with the Dharma Teachettorical lesson applies directly to ai‘eyoung. There A I’lOﬂ’llng tO Stopyou.
Hui-ytan. Emperor Hsien- the present as well. And it will
tsung exiled Po Chi-i. Em-continue to do so in the future.
peror Hui-tsung branded the Recently | met Dr. Choue
Tripitaka Master Fa-tao on theYoung Seek, founder and chaneur destiny. He called on theis an incredible youth — a youthand fight hard. It is crucial that
face. These are all examples o€ellor of South Korea's Kyung people to exercise their wisdomof unsurpassed value. you strive to the end, that you
people who not only failed to Hee University, who said with and stand up for what is right. live courageously through all
heed remonstrations, but harkeen discernment, “Though wePresidents Makiguchi and Toda,;There’s Nothing obstacles and write this inde-
bored grudges over them. Inspeak of democracy, in a counalong with many other out- To Stop You structible history. | entrust the
their lifetime in this world, try where the level of the citi- standing people of conscience; future of our movement to you.
these individuals broughtzens is low, it can be the worstpast and present, have made this The campaign we waged in It was also here in Kansai
about the ruin of their coun- of systems.” their rallying point. Osaka in 1956 heralded thethat | suffered persecution by
tries, lost their lives and fell Havingthe external machinery dawn of the people’s victory. the authorities, just like the
into the evil paths in their fu- of democracy in place does noiA Life Crammed The newspaper headlineDaishonindescribes. | bore the
ture existences. This is solelyautomatically make for a democ-Full of Memories shouted, “The Impossible Hasfull brunt of the schemes of the
because they looked downracy. Substance and content are Been Achieved.” | fought with three powerful enemies of
upon people, gave credence tamnportant. A democratic society In my youth, | launched a all my might in that campaign. Buddhism in the Osaka Inci-
false accusations and actedan easily turn into a senselessiomentous new wave in ourl traveled all over Kansai. | dentin 1957.
against reason"Gosho Zen- mobocracy — into a deplorablepeople’s movement from herehave fond memories of each

shy p. 357). society that ignores human rightKansai. | was about the samdown and city. And | have manyPresident lkeda was arrested
It is the way of the world that — if its citizens are lacking in age as many of you today. | willfriends here. and wrongfully charged with
people of justice are attacked ousense and good judgment. never forget those days when | election law violations in an

of others’unwarranted angerand Quite simply, there can begave my all alongside my Kan-In July 1956, a candidate spon-Upper House by-election in
resentment. | think the point theno true democracy unless thesai friends. Youth is a truly won- sored by the Soka Gakkai in thédsaka in 1957. At the end of the
Daishonin wishes to make herecitizens of a country realize derful thing. Osaka electorate ran for the firstcourt case, which dragged on
is: “As you can see from these exthat they are sovereign, that Unfortunately, though, this timeinthe Upper House electionfor almost five years, he was ex-
amples, many upright and corthey are the main protagonistsis often something that’s hard toand was elected despite all preonerated of all charges (Janu-
rect individuals have been be-and then, with wisdom and aappreciate when we’re young.dictions to the contrary. Presi- ary 1962).

headed throughout history. It isstrong sense of responsibility Life passes by quickly. Beforedent Ikeda, then Soka Gakkai

the same in any age. It is vitaltake action based on that realwe know it, we are old. That’s youth division chief of staff, over- | protected my mentor, Mr.
therefore, that you have the abilization. Democracy cannot bewhy in our youth, we should besaw the campaign in Osaka. Th@oda, and the Soka Gakkai —
ity to discern what is right andsuccessful in its mission un-as active as we possibly can. Soka Gakkai—backed candithe downfall of both being
what is wrong, to know the dif- less the people rouse them- Rather than a life of blank date’s surprise victory stunnedthe true aim of the authori-
ference between good and evilselves to become more in-pages, live a life crammed full Japan’s established power structies’ insidious design. | was
Simply because | was exiled to gormed and involved, unlessof memories — of battles well ture and marked the start of the29 then.

remote island, many people misthey unite, unless they estabfought and wonderfully diverse Soka Gakkai’'s political move- The entry in my “Youthful
takenly believed that | committedlish an unshakable force forexperiences. Not to leave bement, which later gave way toDiary” for July 17, 1957, the day
some crime. But that is not truejustice and keep a strict eye orhind any history, to just grow the formation of the Clean Gov-of my release from prison [after

Only the just are persecuted.” the activities of the powerful. old and die, is a sad way to live ernment (Komei) Party. being detained for questioning
The pages of history areln Japan, the Soka Gakkai is All of you are exerting your- for two weeks], reads: “| was re-
filled with untold people of jus- trying to do just that. selves in SGI activities. You are | hope that you, too, will cre- leased from prison today, July

tice and integrity who were ac- The destiny of humankind studying the Daishonin’s writ- ate history. You are young.17, at 10 minutes past noon. Sev-
cused and condemned by thevill never change unless peoplengs, discussing Buddhist phi-There is nothing to stop you.eral hundred Kansai members
cruel forces of authority for take action to keep a close watclosophy, striving to support andThose who fail to take actioncame to greet me. Overjoyed.
crimes that they never commit-over those in positions of powerencourage your fellow memberswhen they can will only have The Gakkai is strong. Itis in the

ted. | know what this is like and authority. The Daishonin There is no more fulfilling regrets later in life. Itis to your

from personal experience. taught us how we could changeand satisfying youth than this. Itbenefit to challenge yourself PLEASE SEE FAITH, NEXT PAGE
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FAITH, FROM PREVIOUS PAGE looking down on them wit
contempt. They think to the
right. The Gakkai is the mostselves: “You practice your reli-
beautiful of organizations.” gion because you're weak.f
Those who came to greet me.ook at you. You don’t have =
that day are your seniors in faithpower or wealth. Your faith is
Thank you, Kansai! but a crutch to lean on.”
That same evening, morethan “Worldly strong” — this is
20,000 members gathered athe repressive force of the pow1f
Osaka's Nakanoshima Civicers that be, the arrogant peoplg<
Hall. Many crowded outside thein authority. Such strength a
venue in the pouring rain asthey wield, however, is not trug
well. strength from the standpoint 0
| was innocent of any crime. eternity or the depths of life.
The charges against me were the Faith, which at first glance
authorities’ fabrications. At the may appear weak, is actually t
meeting that night, | declared:most powerful force in the

“Those who have faith will def- world. Many people put on _ P "
initely win in the show of being ] - % ‘
end!” These words strong, but trug | { @ | ) P T o, ;7

sprang from my  we shouldn’t strength has noth-| ¢+ = TEAS ) | i’ . '
deepest, innermost X ing to do with ap- ¥

conviction. put anything pearances. On the » —

I'now entrustthis — gff but seize contrary, we usu
immortal history to ally find that the
my esteemed, most the moment, weaker the indi-
precious youth divi- living with all vidual, the greate[ Reggae Sunsplash has toured the world in the past. Pictured is one of its stops in Japan. Through chanting and
sion members of their bravado ot supreme efforts, Sonia Johnson kept her husband’s dream alive, despite major setbacks.

Kansai and the Ourbeingin outward display of . .

world, those who  the present. ~ strength. | Experience: In Rhythm With Reggae Sunsplash

will shoulder re- People have dis

sponsibility for the paraged the SokaEXPERIENCE, rrom pAGE 1 There seemed to be no end toiction to falter. The means to
future. Please open Gakkai and sup my sorrow. | didn'tknow where to change hardship into happiness

the way to a magnificent 21stposed us to be weak, but we havendian communities scatteredstart to do anything, and | wadlies in our heart, in our single-
century in which justice and made it this far on faith andthroughout the United Statesfrightened. It seemed asif | had naninded determination.”

truth prevail. faith alone. Without the pa- Great Britain and Europe. one in the music industry to turn ~ After the Sofia meeting, |
tronage of state authority, Reggae Sunsplashchangedalb, and no one | knew whom Italked to Jeri and Linda about
Seize the Moment! without using economic clout, of that. could trust. Every person that Imy situation with Reggae Sun-

without putting on a false
Thoreau, another renownedront, we have advanced as

Although | totally supported reached out to for assistanceplash. Linda encouraged me to
inis business venture, | wasn'tinseemed to have their own agendabe strict with myself and launch
American Renaissance thinkerprganization of plain, ordinary volved in its day-to-day opera- a chanting campaign. Jeri vol-
wrote in his journal: “Nothing citizens. That is why we aretions. When Reggae Sunsplas t that time, one of my lead- unteered to come over to my
must be postponed. Take timestrong. Thatis why we have sucgot big enough to begin touring ers, Linda Johnson, vicehouse to chant with me, saying
by the forelock. Now or never! ceeded in our endeavors. the United States, Tony formallywomen’s division secretariat, en-we could begin the next morning
You must live in the present, To “subvert worldly strong” established the business and seburaged me to trust the Gohonat 6:30 a.m.
launch yourself on every wave through faith — the highest ex-up an office, which was run by ourzon. She said the biggest battle | We began chanting for an hour
find your eternity in each mo- pression of our humanity — is eldest daughter. My responsibil-was facing was the battle to winand then reciting the sutra. As
ment.” We shouldn’t put any- the most correct approach waty was to take care of our otherover myself; | needed to believesoon as the campaign began, my
thing off, but seize the mo-can take in vanquishing thethree children, Danielle, Nikki in me and break through my lim-obstacles began to increase.

ment, living with all our being abuses of authority. This is theand T.J. itations. If | did that, she said, | Within two weeks, we increased
in the present. If we do that, heheart of Buddhism. Thisiswhat We moved to Los Angeles inwould have total victory. our chanting to one-and-a-half
says, each moment will be-the Daishonin taught. It is the1984. Nottoo long after, Iwasin- Then she reminded me ofhours every morning. Then there
come eternity. royal road upon which the Sokatroduced to Nichiren Daishonin'ssomething John Wayne oncewvere even more obstacles. A
The British poet Gakkai will eter-| Buddhism and received the Gosaid: “Courage is feeling the fearweek later, we started getting to-
Milton wrote inPar- nally advance. honzon on June 27, 1984. and saddling up anyway.” gether at 6:00 a.m. and chanting
adise Lost “With People have | close today| This March, | invited a mem- two hours in the morning, six
good/ Still overcom- di d with the hope tha ony worked very hard to ber whose experience | had readays a week.
ing evil, and by and SPdIdse all of you in Kan- make Reggae Sunsplash @& the World Tribune(Nov. 28,
small / Accomplish-  the Soka sai will become a success until the stress of thd997) to speak at my Sofia Grou y determination was to have
ing great things, by Galdkai and boundless source business took its toll. My hus- meeting. A lot of my members the Reggae Sunsplash con-
things deem’'d weak / of inspiration and banddied suddenly on May 26, had been encouraged by Jemert in May. | had less than three
Subverting wadly supposed us to strength for our 1997. Love’s experience of overcom-months to confirm a venue, book
strong....” These herveaicibis esteemed fello In addition to being devastateding 26 years of depression. aline-up, advertise and sell outthe
words have pro- ? members  and and grief-stricken, | had no idea |was especially moved by thehouse. In the music industry, this
found meaning. we have made friends through- what | was going to do with the quote from SGI Vice Women'’s time-frame is considered impos-
“With good still it this far on out the world. business, which had become th®ivision Leader Yumiko Hachiya sible. Tony always began planning
overcoming evil” — X Thank you! sole means of support for our famthat Jeri referred to in her experi-his concerts no less than four and
yes, good must tri- Jaith and ily. The key people in the organi-ence. After she spoke at my meetsften six months in advance. The
umph over evil. Stand- faith alone. This is part 2 of the zation, including Tony’s long- ing, she gave all of the Sofiafact that | was also a novice pro-
ing byidly does not speech that SG| time production manager, turnedGroup members a copy of theducer and a woman in a male-
amount to doing President lkedd their backs on me and decided thajuote: “I hope that you will dominated business magnified
good. This is only gave at the 22nd his death signaled a good time tonuster strong faith and challengehat impossibility times 10.
done by fighting eil. Soka Gakkai Headquarters Leadstart their own business to comthe many hardships that lie ahead The more we chanted, the more

“By things deem’d weak” — ers Meeting, held in conjunctionpete with Reggae Sunsplash. Tof you. No matter how impossi- that negative and evil people came
this can be interpreted as referwith the 3rd Kansai Youth Divi- top it all, our eldest daughter andcble the reality may appear, youout of the woodwork. Linda ex-
ring to people’s faith, to their sion General Meeting, atthe Kan-her husband moved back to Jashould never concede defeatplained to me that this was the an-
religious convictions. Authori- sai Toda Memorial Auditoriumin maica, taking all the pertinentNever conclude that you've swer to my prayers. The Gohon-
tarians view people who cher-Osaka, Japan, May 26. Part 1 ap-business information about Reg+eached a dead-end. You must not
ish religious faith as weak, pearsin the July 31 issue. [ | gae Sunsplash with them. allow your resolute faith and con-prease seg EXPERIENCE, NEXT PAGE
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Triumph In the Final Chapter of Life

SGI President Ikeda attended a conference with
SGI General Director Eiichi Wada and
representatives from throughout Japan as well as
Brazil, Mexico, the United States, Canada, .
Thailand and Peru, held in Tokyo, July 26. The
SGI leader emphasized the importance of how we
live the final years of our lives.

Ultimate victory in life is determined by the qual-
ity of our final years, not by the successes and

ceitand vanity and, as aresult, experience great
suffering in the final chapter of their lives.

The Buddhist Law is very strict. There are peo-
ple who have gained position and prominence
due to the support of their fellow SGI members
and have then forgotten their debt of gratitude
and forsaken their faith. Failing to repay the im-
mense trust and expectations everyone placed
inthem, they have fallen victim to their self-cen-

setbacks we encounter along the way. President tered egos and grown corrupt. Such individuals

Toda also stressed this point strongly. Some peo-
ple enjoy favorable circumstances in their youth
and middle age, but end their lives in suffering
and agony. Such a life is one of defeat.

There are people who put on airs because their
children are studying in a foreign country or
have been admitted into a prestigious university.
However, viewed from the standpoint of Bud-
dhism, truly worthy of respect are the ordinary
members who are working tirelessly, without
fanfare, to spread the teachings of Nichiren Dai-
shonin to realize peace for all. No matter how
exciting or impressive the course you may de-
cide to pursue in life, if you forget to work for
kosen-rufu, it will ultimately have no meaning.
Itis also an unfortunate fact that there are mawy
people who forsake their faith due to self-con-

have without exception come to a wretched end.
The family members of such individuals also
suffer great misfortune. There are many exam-
ples that clearly attest to this.

Our SGI activities represent the true Buddhist
practice of the modern age. Those who sincerely
strive in their SGI activities and selflessly devote
themselves to kosen-rufu end up leading truly ad-
mirable lives and enjoying genuine happiness
without fail. Those who work hard in the orga-
nization shine as victors. The true lifeblood of
faith of Nichiren Daishonin’s Buddhism exists
nowhere apart from our organization for kosers
rufu. | hope you will always remember this.

| once suffered such poor health that even Pres-
ident Toda observed that | might not live past

30. However, as you all know, | turned 70 this
year in remarkably good health. | have under-
taken wide-ranging activities for peace on a
world scale. This is all the immense benefit of
practicing the Daishonin’s Buddhism.

When President Toda was experiencing grave
financial troubles, | was the only person who

continued to stand by him. | changed all my

plans to attend a university and supported him
100 percent. There was no other way to safe-
guard the Soka Gakkai or the future of our

kosen-rufu movement. The central focus of my

life all these years hasn’t been myself; it has al-
ways been President Toda. | have made the pat
of mentor and disciple the core of my existence.
| have to date received 55 honorary doctorates
and professorships from universities around the
world. | am confident that all these honors are

the result of my decision to gladly abandon my

dream to attend a university in order to support
my mentor all those years ago — the profound
workings of the law of cause and effect.

I wish for all of you to look at my achievements
as an example of how great a life dedicated to
kosen-rufu can be. | also hope that you will lead
lives of great victory, your final chapters
adorned with brilliant triumph. Wl

EXPERIENCE, rroM PREvIOUSs PAGE  t0 dO now. | looked at him andthose who are suffering. It iswent to work immediately, con- courage to use thatwisdom. There
said: “l am going to chant. Thisthrough such daily efforts thattacting the Greek and the artists tevere many times when | received
zon was clearly showing me theshow is going to happen. Jusyour true beauty as a human beinghake the necessary arrangementhe wisdom but didn't have the
people | couldn't trust. watch me.” shines forth.” The production manager whocourage to act.

As we continued our chanting ~ After my staff meeting, | tied ~ While chanting, | demanded quit also was responsible for the | also learned a lot about what
campaign, | also started ap+oreach Lindaatworkto get morethat the Buddhist deities help mefood and crafts fair, which wasit means to have faith. Although |
proaching musical artists abouencouragement, but | got heiWithin 45 minutes, | started get-being held in the parking lot ad-couldn’t immediately see my
joining the Reggae Sunsplashvoicemail instead. With guidanceting calls from musical artists con-jacent to the Greek. There were @rayers being manifested, | had to
lineup. They kept giving me thefrom SGI President Ikeda in thefirming their participation in the lot of loose ends still to be tied up,continue to believe that things
run-around, hanging me up forWorld Tribuneand Living Bud- show. | finally had a lineup. | wasand | needed more help. | calledvere definitely unfolding. | could-
weeks. And when | presented thelhismfrom which to draw en- beginning to see the results of alk fellow member, Jarmil Maupin, n't back down.
proposed lineup to the venuesouragement, | made the determimy chanting! and he took care of everything. Also, as a result of this cam-
where | wanted to hold the concertnation that afternoon that | hadto  The Greek Theatre here in LodHe even brought other SGI mem+paign, my daughters’ faith in this
they said it wasn't strong enoughshow actual proof of the power ofAngeles had been one of Tony'$ers with him to work the day of practice was renewed, and my
to sell tickets. the Mystic Law to both my staff favorite places, and it had hostedhe event. children and | are closer than ever.

About six weeks into my and my family. Although my son, the opening of Reggae Sunsplash After a week of cool, rainy
chanting campaign, everythingT.J., was practicing Buddhism, myfor more than 10 years. With lessveather, the sun broke through or n closing, | have to express my
came crashing down around medaughters had become disilluthan five weeks to promote thethe Saturday of Memorial Day I deepest appreciation to Presi-
My agent, who was supposed tsioned and lost their faith after theconcert and sell tickets, | ap-weekend —and so did I. The condent Ikeda, whose guidance al-
help sell the show to promotersdeath of their father. | knew it wasproached the Greek about havingert was a total success! ways provided me the key to
was hot supportive. My staff begartime to turn this situation around.the concert there on Memorial It was a near-capacity crowddeepening my faith. | also have
encouraging me to throw in the As|chanted later that day, | re-Day weekend, and they agreed.+ close to 6,000 people fromto thank my family, who believed
towel and move on to somethingalized that it had always been mydecided that it would be a tributeevery ethnic group and nationalityin me and totally supported my
else. My daughters Danielle andkarma to wait for someone else tdo Tony and his efforts to promoteone could possibly imagine. Theyefforts. | have to thank all the
Nikki believed that | should give make decisions or take responsiworld peace through music. waved their hands and swayeanembers who fought alongside
up, because nothing positive wasility. If Reggae Sunsplash was their bodies in rhythm with the me — especially Linda Johnson
happening even though | wagyoing to happen, if there were™ hen there were more obstareggae music. and Jeri Love, who gave me sup-
chanting a lot. goingto be avictory, Tony'sdream 1 cles. Three weeks before the Throughout the concert, | feltport and encouragement and

had to becomenydream. And | show at the Greek, my productioriTony’s spirit there with me. It was were always willing to chant with

hey were also worried that thehad to take 100 percent responsimanager and | had a disagreemerd.true tribute to his life’'swork, andme, no matter what else was

stress of trying to make thisbility to make it happen. He walked out. | knew absolutelyl knew he was pleased. going on in their lives.
concerthappenwas goingto affect | thought about a quote fromnothing about technical produc- The greatest benefit of thisex- My nextgoalistolaunchanin-
my health. One of my daughtersPresident Ikedathat | had read eation and had to chant my wayperience was not just the successernational tour of Reggae Sun-
told me she had already lost her falier that week: “It takes courage tothrough this obstacle. Whileful concert, but the profound splash, going to both Japan and
ther, and she didn't want to losebecome happy — courage to reehanting, | remembered an assisshanges | experienced in my lifeAustralia by the end of this year. |
me, too. main true to one’s convictions;tant production manager who haé— my human revolution — in also planto do a U.S. tour.

Atthe end of our staff meeting, courage not to be defeated by onelseen a big help to Tony during hisorder to win. | had to chant forthe | know that with Nam-myoho-
everyone was discouraged. On&veaknesses and negativityjastshowin Japan. | called the guyvisdom to make the right deci-renge-kyo, | will break through
of my staff asked what was | goingcourage to take swift action to helpgn Dallas, and he was available. Hesions for my life as well for the once again! WT]
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week after learning of the pres-convictions and sent a telegram
ence of missiles in Cuba — ato President Kennedy asking
week that saw intense discushim to abandon the govern-
sion and debate and finally ledment’s decision to blockade
to the president’s decision of aCuba. Pauling feared it likely,

naval blockade — Presidentdepending on the Soviet reac-
Kennedy made his famous teletion, to escalate into nuclear war.
vised speech to the AmericarHe wrote, “I believe that there is

people. He took great pains witha greaterlpower inthe world than
his use of language, avoidingthe evil power of military force,
any aggressive wording thatof nuclear bombs — there is the

A NOVELIZED HISTORY OF THE SOKA GAKKAI might unnecessarily provokepower ofgood of morality, of
the Soviet Union. He even re-humanitarianismi (No More
placed the wordlockadewith ~ Warl).

THE FLOWER OF CULTURE' hesotervortumantne bt oo

VOLUME 7, CHAPTER 1, PARTS 30-31 to U.S. and Soviet leaders,
esident Kennedy’s TV pleading with them to avoid
' ddress evoked atremennaval confrontation and exer-
As the world lurches insanely toward dous response in thecise restraint.

. . L United Statesand around  The afternoon of Oct. 23, the
nu_dear Wa_r with the Cuban ml_ssﬂe c_r|S|s’ the world. A sense that con-day after his speech, President
thinkers like Norman Cousins, Linus frontation with the Soviet Union Kennedy signed the proclama-

. . was unavoidable spread throughtion that put Cuba’s quarantine
Pauling ?nd B.ertrand Russell a_re voices of out the States, and some U.S. ciinto effect. He said to one of his
reason. ‘| believe that there is a greater izens began stockpiling theiraides, “The great danger and

. . bomb shelters with foodstuffs. riskin all this is a miscalculation
pq\{ver in the world than the evil powe'_' of Just a year earlier, in 1961— a mistake in judgment.”
military force, of nuclear bombs,’ Pauling journalist Norman Cousins, in  The blockade took effect at
] - the magazine he edited, tBat- 10:00 the next morning, Oct. 24.
says._ There is ﬂ!e r_)ov_ver of 9°°d' of urday Reviewwrote of the use- A special American force of
morality, of humanitarianism.’ lessness of bomb shelters in th&lavy and Air Force spread a net
event of nuclear attack. He asthroughout the Caribbean Seato
serted: “The answer to nucleasstop and search any ships or sub-

determine their fate and that of Conscientiously objecting to
the world. The Cuban missilenuclear warfare, a number of in-
e new " | al private Git
crisis was another reminder offluential private citizens ar-
this essential but oft-forgottendently appealed for a peaceful
truth. resolution. Scientist Linus Paul-
The evening of Oct. 22, aing acted on his deepest personal

By DAISAKU IKEDA circumstances ilhirteen Days is said that he never sided withwar is a genuine peace. The ammarines trying to reach Cuba.
SGI PRESIDENT “Each of us was being asked tahe option of military attack, an swer to drift is direction. The an- The United States warned that it

make a recommendation whichoption that easily could have ledswer to insanity is sanity. If thewould fire on any vessel be-
nder these tense cir-would affect the future of all to nuclear holocaust. He posenergy, money, and resource$ieved to be carrying offensive
cumstances, the opin-mankind, a recommendationsessed, even in this crisis, an exaow going into shelters were toweapons and that chose to ig-
ions of the group of which, if wrong and if accepted, ceptional inner control and self-be put to work in the making of nore the quarantine and remain
U.S. officials deliber- could mean the destruction ofmastery. a better world, we would do faron course for Cuba.

ating which course to takethe human race.” In this state of During World War Il, the PT more to safeguard the American Tensions mounted.

clashed and diverged sharplycrisis, almost sparking an all-outboat Kennedy commanded wagduture than all the underground
There were emotional bursts ohuclear war, the final decisionattacked and destroyed by Japaroles that could be builtin 1,000
anger and impatience. In situarested with one person and onese forces. Though injured, heyears. And if we are serious

To be continued

tions of extreme fear and ten{person alone, President John Hed his surviving men to safety.about shelters, let us make th
sion, people frequently lose selfKennedy. On the afternoon ofFortunately, he brought the saméJnited Nations into a shelter
control, choosing quick-fix the fifth day of meetings, Oct. coolness under fire to this mo-broad enough and deep enoug
solutions and succumbing to the20, he decided on his responseanent of terrible danger for allto sustain an enforced peac
temptation of war. This only a naval blockade of Cuba. humanity. under law.”

demonstrates how flawed the Before making his decision, No matter how far civiliza-  Sadly, his warning had not
doctrine of nuclear deterrence ifPresident Kennedy had allowedion advances, no matter howbeen heeded. And now the catg
— the idea that a balance of feahis group of advisers to thor-times change, in the end everystrophic insanity of nuclear war
will prevent nuclear war. oughly argue every alternativething depends on characterhad loomed as a very real threg

Robert Kennedy recalled theto its logical conclusion. But it The decisions of human beingsdefore the American people.

Daisaku Ikeda appears
in the novel as
Shin’ichi Yamamoto.
The events take place
in 1962. lllustration by
Ken'ichiro Uchida.

Our faith isn’t the kind in which you look to others for help. No, each of
us has to carry out our own human revolution. We have to stand up on our
own two feet and win through our own efforts. If you depend on others,
you’re sure to lose.... (The New Human Revolution, vol. 6, p. 245)

Volume 6 of The New Human Revolution, SGI President Ikeda’s novelized history of the Soka Gakkai's world peace move-
ment since 1960, contains Shin’ichi Yamamoto's travels to the Middle East, the contribution campaign to build the Grand
Reception Hall, the Mikawashima train crash, early Komei elections, advice to the student division and more.

Available in all SGI-USA bookstores. The price is $10.00. Mail orders may be placed by calling (800) 626-1313.
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against opposition.” These

words express the fighting spirit »

of the Soka Gakkai admirably.
June is the month of first
Soka Gakkai president Tsu-m = =
nesaburo Makiguchi’s birth | -
[June 6, 1871]. It is also the)
month in which Mr. Makiguchi
first encountered Nichiren Dai- [ 3
shonin’s Buddhism [1928].
This year marks the 70th an Syl —
niversary of that occasion. Mr. - 3
Makiguchi was 57 years old :-::_\.4..
when he decided to take faith
Most men at that stage of life
would have been happy to
enjoy the rewards of their
achievements — in his case, a
a respected school principal —
and pass their last years in eas
and personal enjoyment. But
Mr. Makiguchi tossed that easg
aside and embarked on a life i, . A :
or-death spiritual struggle. ‘If you devote your life to helping others, you'll stay young.... It’s your life. I hope you will lead it energetically and

with those who fight on the side
of good for justice and truth?
Think hard, he says, and choose
which side you will be part of.

SGI members always fight
bravely on the side of the cham-
pions of truth. This is the SGI
spirit. And it is the true path of
mentor and disciple of the SGI
— the path of lions! Let each of
us choose, here and now: Are
we going to move forward
boldly on this noble path or
not? This is what Mr. Maki-
guchi asks of us; this is his con-
clusion.

What Matters Is
What We Do

In 1939, Mr. Makiguchi
traveled to Fukuoka in Kyushu
(the southernmost of Japan’s
four main islands) to propagate
the Daishonin’s teachings.
While he was there, he said to

All this from the age of 57! positively. This is not a duty or an order. It is something I hope you will consciously choose to do. a woman who had just joined
| am sure that some of you gath the Soka Gakkai, “Mark my
ered here today are the samécipants in public life. At the This is the kind of age we arewatched, have been defeated inords: Countless young people
age. Most of you are no doubtsame time, Mr. Makiguchi living in. their cause. Yet there have beewill follow in my footsteps.” He
younger. You mustn’t allow knew that, if the people failed As Buddhists, what is ourthose champions of justicesaid that he would write that
yourselves to grow old beforeto exercise that right, if they basic direction in the Latterwho, though besieged on allpromise down, as proof of his
your time. Please live your liveswere cowardly and spinelessPay of the Law? Mr. Maki- sides, endured, kept fightingconvictions. Mr. Makiguchi’s
with the same energy and vigomeither the nation nor societyguchi referred to the famousand triumphed in the end. Theyunshakable confidence is the
that Mr. Makiguchi displayed. could change. These are the pilines — a comment by Chang-are the true heroes, the heroesue spirit of the Soka Gakkai.
Please live with a youthful oneering insights we find in hisan on a Nirvana Sutra passagamong heroes.
spirit. That is what Buddhism great workThe System of Value-— quoted by the Daishonin in  This was Mr. Makiguchi’'s This written promise was later
teaches us to do, and it is howereating EducationHe was the Gosho: “If one befriendspenetrating understanding ofconfiscated by officers of the
life ought to be lived. If you truly a great man. another person but lacks thehistory. He stated clearly thatitSpecial Higher Police, the
make a commitmenttowork for Mr. Toda respected Mr. mercy to correct him, one is inwas not enough simply to ad-“thought” police of the Japan-
the sake of others, you will beMakiguchi from the bottom of fact his enemy.... One who ridsmire and venerate courageousse military government.
rejuvenated. If you devote yourhis heart, and he staked his lifehe offender of evil is acting asindividuals who champion jus-
life to helping others, you'll on the mentor—disciple bond. Ihis parent” (MW-2 [2nd ed.], tice and work for good. That Today, 70 years have passed
stay young. The power of Nam-was deeply moved by this187). Mr. Makiguchi declared was in fact the cowardly way since this towering hero of the
myoho-renge-kyo guaranteesolemn attitude of respect andhat we must discard falseout, he admonished. By-Soka Gakkai, Mr. Makiguchi,
that. On the other hand, if youdevotion. | always felt what anfriendship and instead spealstanders who try to protecttook the first step in his undy-
live only for yourself, you will incredible person Mr. Maki- out strongly, without hesitation, themselves from harm whileing spiritual struggle. Let us
age prematurely. guchi must have been for Mr.for what we know is right. We appearing sympathetic to thecontinue that struggle, confi-

It's your life. | hope you will Toda, my own mentor, to es-have to say what must be saidgause of goodness are the lowlident that victory hinges on de-
lead it energetically and posi-teem him so highly. As time refusing to compromise theest of cowards. termination, fighting spirit,
tively. This is not a duty or an passed, | came to more fullytruth. That was the point he We have also seen such pediope, perseverance and, above
order. Itis something | hope yougrasp Mr. Makiguchi's great- wished to stress. ple in our own Soka Gakkai.all, unity! It doesn’t matter
will consciously choose to do. ness, and that is why | take Mr. Makiguchialso urged us They used the organization towhat others may do. What mat-
every opportunity to honor never to abandon people whaarner respect for themselvesters is what we do. We're the
him. are courageously putting theirbut when the time came to fight,ones who have to take action.

Mr. Makiguchi repeatedly lives on the line for the sake ofthey did not stand up for theBy doing so, we each become

The focus of Mr. Maki- called for the people to be-justice and truth. He stated thatruth. No, they looked on, think- an immortal hero, too; a victor
guchi’s spiritual struggle wascome wise, to awaken, to findthroughout history people whoing only of protecting them- in our spiritual struggle. We
especially directed towardcourage, to join forces. My performed acts of great goodselves. This is cowardly. Cow-cannot leave our work to oth-
eliminating the deeply en-own calls for the people to de-were always subject to intenseards erase all the benefit theyers, thinking someone else will
trenched Japanese mentality —velop wisdom and discern-persecution. The majority of have acquired and at the samdo it for us; such an attitude
the legacy of centuries of feu-ment follow the lead of the the people — though theytime accumulate the causes thagpells only personal defeat. So
dal rule — that you can't beatteachings of Mr. Makiguchi might have been decent andead to a life-state of Hell. today, let us set forth again
city hall. He insisted that theand Mr. Toda. And they in turn honest citizens and perhaps Buddhism is strict. If we be- with the powerful unity of
age when the authorities couldall derive from the teachingseven secretly sympathized withtray great good, we commityouthful heroes to achieve a
boss around the Japanese peof Nichiren Daishonin. these brave individuals whogreat evil. history of magnificent tri-
ple was over. It was time for the were being treated so harshly Mr. Makiguchi is clear on umphs for the SGI. WT]
emergence of self-governmentDon’t Be a Bystander — generally felt helpless andthis point. He calls out for us to
where the people themselves stood by silently as the latterscorn and denounce those oThis is part one of the speech
were responsible for oversee- The Latter Day of the Law risked their lives. Such individ- small goodness who look onthat SGI President Ikeda gave
ing how their taxes were put tois an evil age defiled by theuals Mr. Makiguchi called silently while brave individu- atthe 23rd Soka Gakkai Head-
use. For the first time in cen-five impurities. Life, the “people of small goodness.”als uphold justice and fightquarters Leaders Meeting, held
turies, the people, who were actimes, the people, their ideas;They did not do anything very valiantly for the people, for all in conjunction with the 7th
customed to being treated as littheir hearts — everything iswrong or evil nor did they do humanity, amid persecutionWomen’s Division Leaders
tle more than the government’shorribly polluted. It is also an anything very right or good.  and attack. And he asks us: AréMeeting, at the Soka Interna-
slaves, attained the right to parage of conflict and dispute. All too often people of great you now, or in the future, goingtional Friendship Hall in
ticipate in government. TheyStrife is never-ending, andgoodness, alone and unaidetb stand timidly with those of Sendagaya, Tokyo, June 16.
were respected as individualgpeople readily sacrifice othersbecause people of small goodsmall good and be an onlookerPart two will appear in next
— equal and autonomous parto their own selfish interests.ness simply stood by andor are you going to join forcesweek’s issue.

People, Become Wise
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Propagation by the Unwise

vest in. So this, | believe, is ourwise propagation vs. unwise. Ongarten through university. The

SGI story: how regular peoplestory is of an organization of SGI has sponsored a vast rang

the world over have accom-common people trying faithfully of cultural exchanges. Nikken,
plished the widespreaahd wise to transmit the Daishonin’s hu-on the other hand, has deeme

d
Argentlna’s bannmg of propagation of this Buddhism.manistic spirit to the world, al- culture unnecessary, unrelated
s hi . President Ikeda has alwaysways careful to respect the culto Buddhism.
NlChlI‘en. Shoshu is the taught us to be wise in this propture and laws of each nation. The What we have here are twa
latest evidence of the agation, to “make the formali- otheris of anirresponsible priestvery different world views. “A
. . s . ties of Buddhism conform with hood, aloof from the world for fool sees not the same tree that
pl‘lf.bst.s laCkm_g wisdom in the manners and customs of eadhundreds of years, knowing littea wise man sees,” William
their international area and with the conventions obf the world, suddenly piggy- Blake says. The SGI and
s ) the times” The New Human backing its way on to the world Nichiren Shoshu see two dif-
propagatlon Campaign. Revolutionvol. 1, p. 33). stage — riding on the backs offerent trees, too.
Buddhism can only be cor-sincere believers. Philosophy, for instance, is no
rectly propagated by people of Now, after going it alone a few longer really of any importance in

ASSOCIATE EDITOR

wisdom, the Daishonin says. Weyears and finding itself dead-the temple’s world view. Now the

in the SGI have proven our-locked membership-wise in itstemple’s teachings are a jumbled

At theWorld Tribuneoffice, we selves to be such by successfulljljome country, the priesthoodheap, just like the growing piles
often get e-mails from SGlintroducing this Buddhism to sees bolstering its “foreign mar-of rubble outside the Grand Main
members in foreign countries.128 countries, 128 cultures, inkets” as its best hope for futureTemple. All that's left is subju-
When | getinto an interesting ejust 40 years. growth. Toward this end, the 2ndgation to the high priest; all that's
mail conversation with one of Overseas Believers General Pilleft is the wordbbey.Humanism
these far-flung fellow members, ut what's the story with grimage later this month has beehas been demolished.
| know what it means to be in Nichiren Shoshu? Ar- the priests’ main campaign all  I'll be the first to admit that de-
awe of technology; | feel like gentina’s decision last month toyear; likewise, their desperate efstruction is sometimes entertain
the whole SGI world is in my completely ban the priesthood’sforts to set up shop in Southing. The thrill of summer movies
computer. activities there made me wondermerica, Africa, Asia and else- like Deep Impact, Armageddon
But what's really amazing (again). This had never hap-where. Their 700-year history hasand Godzillais seeing our cities
about such exchanges is that, ipened to the SGI — beingcome to this: desperation. blown up and consumed by mon
a relatively short period of time, banned from a country — and it sters. But | feel sorry for the U.S.
just40years, the SGI has spreadas a first for the priests. They
Nichiren Daishonin’s Buddhism had opened a facility in Bueno not knowing much of the soonon Nikken'’s pilgrimage. They
so extensively. There are memaAires without the proper per-world outside has been nearlywant to see the Grand Main Tem
bers almost everywhere now. mits, and the priest assignedethal for them. They apparentlyple come down for themselves
One man, SGI Presidentthere had sermonized thaknow nothing of the customsmaybe. Or they want to be there t
Ikeda, has shepherded this effoMother Teresa, beloved in thatbeyond their palace walls — notwitness Nichiren Shoshu com-
with great wisdom, courage andCatholic country, was a devil. the laws and nothing of the timespletely fall apart.
compassion. If not for the SGISoon enough, naturally, thewe're living in. “They ignore But this is not a disaster
and the SGI president, | certainlypriests had their walking papersBuddhist practice and lack wis-movie. It's for real. People

wouldn’t be making all these in- from Argentina’s government. dom, idling their days away,” ascaught up in this catastrophe are

ternational e-mail connections. In recent years, the priestshe Daishonin puts ififhe Major destined to suffer and suffer.
My fellow members “over there” have created similar problemsWritings of Nichiren Daishonin ~ And when it’s all over, where
probably wouldn’t even be mem-for themselves in Ghana, Brazilvol. 3, p. 211). This keeps get-will they go? Where will they
bers. And neither would I. and South Korea, trying either toting them into trouble. find happiness again?

Every successful society ortake over SGl-owned buildings The SGI president has dis- | hope that they’ll come back
company or religion or organi- or illegally open new temples incussed every topic under the suto the SGI. That's the only happy
zation, including the SGI, has athose countries. with leading cultural figures and ending there could be to the tragi
story to tell — an overarching The SGIand Nichiren Shoshuestablished an internationalstory of Nichiren Shoshu’s
story everyone involved can in-have very different stories then:school system, from kinder-worldwide campaign. W]

TAKING ACTION

From SGI President Ikeda: lished inthe hearts of members.
The way to achieve that estab-
lishment is to keep making

earnest efforts to encourage and

WORDS

[ The German poet Johann Wolf-

gang von Goethe (1749-1832)  EMLVHVIDATIRY

nd desperation mixed with temple members who are leaving

writes: “How may one get to
know oneself? Never by con-
templation, only, indeed, by ac-
tion. Seek to do your duty, and
you will know at once how it is
with you.” It's all about taking
action, taking that first step. If
your aim is to swim across a
vast ocean, it will do you no
good to get cold feet before you
even take the plunge. Rather,
you've got to make a move,
keeping your sights on your
goal in the distance. (Aug. 8,
1997, World Tribune, p. 12)

[ What is necessary for us to re-
alize fresh progress and un-
leash new energy? The first step
must be to take action our-

[Y]ou are one of the very few whose action
matches his will. Your faith is stronger than the
faith of others.... (“Propagation by the Wise,”
The Major Writings of Nichiren Daishonin, vol.

1,p.171)

selves; to begin something our-
selves; to create some kind of
drama. That isthe only way. And
those who take the initiative will
be victorious. (Nov. 7, 1997,
World Tribune, p. 8)

[ Anyone can set up a chapter.

But that by itself is meaning-

less. What really counts is
whether that serves as an inspi-
ration for everyone, including
the leaders, to advance with
fresh commitment in their jour-
ney of faith. The crucial thing is
not the organization per se, but
whether the determination to
achieve kosen-rufu is estab-

support each person — to en-
gage, with one’s entire heartand
being, ininspiring discussions
with each. (July 25, 1997,
World Tribune, p. 5)

L I want each of you to rise to the

challenge of revolutionizing the
areawhere you live into anideal
community and to do so with
the determination to start from
where you are right now. This
means building a good SGI or-
ganization in your local area —
and building ityourselfwith lov-
ing, painstaking care, the way
an artist pours his or her heart
and soul into creating a work of
art. (Oct. 24, 1997, World Tri-
bune, p.11)
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We Hold the Key We know that only a MAILB OX as an organization, towhatever the problems we

fundamental change tolerate even the might have. Of course, if there
I'd like to respond to Terry atthe core of our lives slightest bit of au- are obvious wrongful miscon-
Mitchell’s “Perspective” from and the spreading of the LawSuch a position, instead, findsthoritarian behavior from our- duct and failure found on the
June 19. She was commentinghat can achieve this change iran abode in the devil of mercy,selves. Do we truly want all leadership, we have to strongly
on interfaith activities toward all people will protect us from by capitalizing on a shallow SGI members back from theaccuse them.
world peace. While | agree weour reactions to the manipula-and distorted comparison,Nikken sect? If so, we mustat- As far as the priesthood
should respect all people fortive power of the lower thereby missing the essentiatract them back. To do so, | bedissue goes, however, there wil
the Buddha nature within, andworlds.... point.... lieve, we must first completely be absolutely no excuse to hes-
that sincere, righteous people And which organization in ~ As Nichiren Daishonin defeatthe devilish nature of auitate to speak up against evil...|
exist within all faiths, world the world knows and promotesstates: “When truth and errorthority within ourselves and We have to keep reminding
peace will only be achieved inbringing out the Buddha na-stand shoulder to shoulder, andvithin our organization. As the ourselves that should we nevey
a world where people areture? Itis the SGI, and | don'twhen Mahayana and Hinayananan said: “First you must stop talking about the priest-
changing karma and bringingthink we’re arrogant to be dispute which is superior. Atcrush the hard shell of thehood issue and that we need a
out that very Buddha natureproud as long as we don'’t dis-such a time, one must set asidiesser self. That you must ab-clear understanding not only of

through practice to the Gohon-tance ourselves from the nonall other affairs and devotesolutely do.” the priesthood issue but also of

zon. Hence, the Buddhist’'sBuddhist world and continue one’s attention to rebuking Please keep fighting, Karenall activities and practices of

mission to establish kosen-rufuto be an active part of societyslander of the Law. This is theRoach! this Buddhism.

is not an idealistic dream but aCertainly, our methods will be practice ofshakubukl (The — JOE KOSTECKE, Do you remember when

responsibility to humankind. in accord with the time and Major Writings of Nichiren San Diego President Toda got out of
When dealing with specific country in which we live, but Daishonin vol. 5, p. 103). prison and what he did to re-

issues, meetings and actions oivhile others are waiting for ~ And as SGI President Ikedal have been readingorld Tri-  build the defunct organization?
people of goodwill can be very Jesus to return or the Messialmas pointed out, “Unless webunesince | came to the UnitedHe started by lecturing on the
productive. However, partici- to make his or her appearancegan clearly distinguish be- States. | always enjoy reading-otus Sutra to a few members
pating in prayer and meditationthe SGI will be realizing its on- tween allies and adversaries wevery article and really appre-You know why? Because there
sessions, in my opinion, is fly- going mission to enable peoplewill be unable to win in the ciate the staff’'s and editor'swas a lack of understanding o
ing right off the map of how our from every walk of life to start struggle for kosen-rufu.” In tireless effort for kosen-rufu in the Daishonin’s Buddhism
humanistic movement shouldto change themselves and théhat case, there would nothe battle of speech. | haveamong the membership whao

proceed. world now in our lifetime. longer exist a real organizationsome words to say for Karenleft the organization during
Additionally, the article’s — MICHAEL RUDNICK, to reform. Roach’s letter posted in theharshtimes. It doesn’t matter at

conclusions with regard to SGI Bedminster, N.J. — MARK KORAL, July 10 issue. all how many years we have

President Ikeda’s talk of holis- Los Angeles Ms. Roach mistakenly re-been practicing. What matters

tic humanism seemtoo general . marked that the results ofmost is whether we are prac

to me. His speeches and |ec0rgan1zat10nal Reform Karen Roach speaks out (Julysome defecting membershipticing correctly or not.

tures have varieties of meaning 10 “Mailbox”) aboutavery im- in the SGI-USA in the past lie — KAZUMASA ISHII,

depending on the listener, andn response to Karen Roach’'portant point — the state ofin the misguided leadership. New York

to a Gakkai member they're in-“Mailbox” entry (July 10), I'd leadership at all levels of theBecause | came to the United

structive in perhaps deepeiike to respectfully disagree.SGI-USA. States in 1995 from Japan, Letters printed here do not nec-

ways.... This “human whole- It's certainly true that we need Nikken’s behavior, de- have no idea what the organiessarily reflect the opinions of
ness” he speaks of, | feel, istoto continue our ongoing plorable as it is, does notzation was like in pre-1990the SGI-USA or th&/orld Tri-
tally about improving individ- process to develop and refornthange the fact that membergra, although some members bune.
ual character and dialoguethe SGI-USA from within. The have left our organization toknow here in New York City  In the “Mailbox,” we will
between conflicting groups life of any religion, in fact, de- get away from “leaders” who occasionally mentioned herealso publish member'comments
through tapping into our Bud- pends upon it. This is a naturalict without compassion andand there that there was cersuggestions and questions as
dha nature with OUR Buddhistprocess that will continue for without a spirit of equality. tainly aggressive kosen-rufuthey pertain to thénorld Tri-
practice and then sharing itthe 10,000 and more years oEight years after SGI Presidenmovement in the every aspecbune Because of volume, not all
with others in every field of en- the Latter Day of the Law. It en- Ikeda’s 17-day guidance trip toof Buddhist activities. | am letters can be printed or ac-
deavor in which we're in- tails the serious efforts of self-the United States, | feel au-sure there are many cases arikhowledged, but they are all
volved. Depending on the situ-reflection and self-reform we thoritarian practices still exist reasons of the unfortunate deread. All letters are subject to
ation, we either instruct othersas Buddhists undergo on an our organization. This is ancrease in membership around¢ondensation.
in true Buddhism directly, daily basis. Such struggle mustinacceptable state of affairs; ithat time. Please include signature,
share the teachings in appronever become mere lip serviceis not enough that we have But most of the cases whymailing address and telephone
priate ways or affect our envi-  But, in my opinion, to con- “made some progress.” they left our organization wasnumber. Pseudonyms and ini
ronment based on our high life-fuse this ongoing organiza- On a certain level, it simply their poor understanding of thistials will not be used. Send let-
condition. tional development with the does not matter that we (theBuddhism.... ters to “Mailbox,” World Tri-
My point is that [Nichiren battle to defeat the third mostSGI) are correct about the true | also understand Ms.bune, 525 Wilshire Boulevard,
Daishonin’s] Buddhism is the powerful enemy in Buddhism heritage of the Law as long asRoach’s feeling that we some-Santa Monica, CA 90401; or via
KEY to a real world peace....only weakens our organization.we continue, as individuals andtimes want to blame on leaderghe internet: wt@sgi-usa.org.

T N 2 cuar 2 are oy e A
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ual happiness based on Nichiren Daishonin’s Buddhism. Peace is inseparably linked witl ;
At | each individual's happiness; SGI-USA members, through their faith, seek to become happier | g ? $3?t£§0$(25é32(i28(;:sez;1es) New Orders Onl |
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GREETINGS

To the members of Hawai...thank you
so much for all your years of encour-
agement, supportand aloha. I'm doing
great in Los Angeles and have been
doing my best. | always think about the
golden memories we've created to-
gether. The members of Los Angeles
have been taking good care of me. I'll
be home soon. A hui hou!

Love, Uncle Johnny

Hey, Hub City District! No doubt, “We
got the bomb chiki” or (to putitin plain
English) the newly formed Hub City
District has a wonderful women’s divi-
sion district leader.Yeah! She’s all that.
Her home stays open to members,
non-members, family and friends. Her
family practices this Buddhism, and
you can best believe, she’s on the front
line of all SGI activities. Need to chant
early? Not a problem, her doors are
open at 5:00 a.m. Need someone to
talk to? Call her, she'll be there. Going
through some serious HR (human rev-
olution)? She’s known for accompany-
ing winters into springs. She’s truly a
treasure!

This is for a few who have helped me
to open up my heart.To Kermit, Nickia,
T.J.and Lena: Congrats on completing
your first year at Spelman, UCB, UCLA
and UCSB. Continue on your path to-
ward excellence. | know it awaits your
arrival. To Sasha, Nicole and Khaila: |
know this is your first year. Don’t get
too wild. Don't study too hard. Have a
balance of discipline and fun. To Jes-
sica: I'm proud that you've held onto a
job for a year. Now your education is
calling. Don't let the phone ring too
many times before you decide to pick
itup.
I love you all, Genoa Rhinehart

The Mystic Law comes blazing in once
again to illuminate you, CYNTHIA
BACKHAUS, and your two fortune chil-
dren, TYKO & DYLAN SHOJI (featured
in the first issue of the NEW World Tri-
bune—"Friends for Peace”). From you,
Cynthia, | first heard the words Nam-
myoho-renge-kyo, and my life trans-
formed into love and wonder.
Ciao, Jan Belnap

AWARDS & ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Best success to son, ERIC W. HOL-
LOWAY (youngest Soka Group/Gajokai
member at age 15) of lowa on embark-
ing upon your student life at Coe Col-
lege. Good luck and study hard. And to
my daughter, KIMBERLY D. STEWART
(Fife and Drum Corps member at age
13), on your new career in Florida.
Steve and | send our love.

Your mother, Maude O’Donnell,

Houston

fineprint@sgi-usa.org

Congrats to BRITTANE LEWIS for ac-
ceptance into Houston's High School
for the Performing and Visual Arts. Also
class of 1998 salutatorian and recipient
of the President's Award for academic
excellence, four years straight. Love and
future success from all your Buddhist

Your mom, Doris Bryant

When seeking guidance from DOROTHY
HAWKINS, our district leader, she spoke
of consistency from beginning toend and
to never give up our dreams. While pur-
suing her undergraduate degree in so-
ciology, she always had time for the
members. It was actual proof for herand
a benefit for us when she received her
bachelor’s in sociology on May 17 from
Rockhurst College in Kansas City, Mo.

Congratulations from

Barbara Swopes and

Metro District members!

To RENA MOORE, Boston: Mom, |
again want to tell you how proud | am
of you for your recent graduation from
the University of Massachusetts. You
have encouraged me so much with
your never-give-up spirit. You have
overcome so many obstacles through
this wonderful practice. My prayer is to
be just like you when I'm 71 years old.
Your loving daughter, Marlene

Congratulations: BARBARA DAVIS,
16, of Woodstock, Ill., participated in
the Goshen College Piano Workshop,
June 15-18 in Goshen, Ind. She is the
daughter of Donna Davis and studies
piano with Margurite Faulds. She per-
formed Chopin’s “Fantasie Impromptu”
and Debussy’s “First Arabesque.”

Chicago State University junior and
SGI-USAmember TERRANCE SMITH
was named Mr.Mahogany U.S.A.atthe
1998 Mahogany U.S.A. Pageant held
earlier this year at the First Chicago
Center. According to pageant officials,
Mr.Smith's overall projection, creativity
and execution won him the title — as
well as his academic excellence and
community involvement. One of his
main roles as Mr. Mahogany will be as
amentor and spokesperson for the Ma-
hogany Foundation Role Model Lead-
ership Program.

Congratulations to ALAN VINER: At
the Motion Picture Council Awards,
he was presented with the Highest
Esteem Award for his work as Char-
lie Chaplin and the Bronze Halo
Award for outstanding contributions
in television and motion pictures. His
goals are to teach the art of Charlie
Chaplin in his own studio and travel
the world, creating world peace and
new concepts of Chaplin where the
original Charlie Chaplin left off.

MILESTONES
Fond memories of our Buddhist wed-
ding brought tears of joy when our son,
Jessie Jr., married Tracey Foushee,
daughter of Claretha and AlHooker, on
May 23 atthe Philadelphia Community
Center. Both of our families have over-
come major obstacles, and we live with
the spirit to “Never give up, no matter
what!” Please call us when y'all are
visiting this area: (318) 949-4905.

Lisa and Jessie Winfield,

Victory District

1042 Winfield Rd., Princeton,

LA 71067

It's a boy! AYUMU MARSHALL
NISHIKUBO, born on June 28. Nine
pounds, 7 ounces; 21 inches. Proud
parents are Vanessa and Toru of
New York.

|wantto share my joy as | celebrate 25
years of practice on July 20.Many good
friends have helped me continue. | ex-
press special appreciation to Sagan,
who spoke boldly to me at SUNY at
Stony Brook, inviting me to my first
meeting. Phone: (602) 947-5391.
Thank you, Jared R. Goldman

Congratulations to BARBARA VAN
DYKEN and ROXANNE LE GRAND,
who were joined together on June
20 in the first ever same-sex union
ceremony in any San Diego com-
munity center! The ceremony was
conducted by Don Ross and Mary
Rodriguez.

MALIK A. TAYLOR, Virginia member,
son of Loretta Mason, Philadelphia
SGI member, married JESSICA W.
EASLEY on June 27 on the base at
Fort Lee, Va.

Announcing a son, REILLY PARKER
FRACASSI, born June 17 to Diane and
Bill Fracassi, Jr., of Baltimore, Md. He
weighed 8 pounds, 8 ounces.

John and Vicky Smith (Vicky’s
maiden name is McGhee) welcomed
fortune baby AJANI KAMAU SMITH
on Oct. 25, 1997, in Boston. Vicky
graduated from Harvard Medical
School on June 4. John, Vicky and
Ajani now live in the New Orleans
area, where Vicky is a family practice
physician, and John is studying to
be a teacher at Xavier. E-mail:
vsmith1@Isumc.edu.

LOST & FOUND
INGADINGMAN — | got your tape and
lovely letter. | was so happy. Couldn’t
find a return address. Was there one?
Please write me again.
Love you, Carla Shibayama,
Tenijin-cho 2-33, Inuyama,
Aichi, Japan 484-0073

Iamlooking for ROBIN LINDA CRAIG.
You introduced me to this practice in
the San Bernardino, Calif., area. | left
the practice for a couple of years, and
| am now getting ready to receive the
Gohonzon after another seven months
of practice! I'd love to share this mo-
mentwith you, my first sponsor. Please
contact me!
Darrell Standring, 207B Maynard
St., San Francisco, CA 94112;
(415) 585-8754; dstandring@hot
mail.com

Hafa adai.I'm looking to get into con-
tact with my fellow members of
Guam Headquarters. | would love to
get into contact with all of you by e-
mail or regular mail. Please respond
to me at my e-mail address, fal-
consp@writeme.com, or write to my
home address: Ray Hitchcox, 1831
Fourth Ave., Apt. D, Sterling, IL
61081; (815) 535-9623.

| am a member of SGI-Deutschland. |
am trying to contact DARLENE
EDGAR, a member who has been
practicing since at least 1980. Her last
known address was in San Francisco.
She was once stationed here in Frank-
furt, Germany, and we hope to find her
again. She is from Indiana but is most
likely still in California. Please pass on
our address and e-mail: Katie Meyers,
55th Postal Co., Unit 20230, Box R 335,
APO AE 09165; K.Meyers@em.uni-
frankfurt.de OR E.Bellersheim@t-on-
line.de. Thanks.

| am looking for LINDA and LEE
MALONE (previously of Redlands,
Calif.) and the Sampsons of Layton,
Utah. Please contact me: Stephanie
G. (Preston) Sanders, P.O. Box
240744, Charlotte, NC 28224-0744;
(704) 676-0682. My 20-years-of-
practice anniversary will be here be-
fore Iknow it, and | want to hear from
you to see how you are doing and fill
youin on what's been happening with
me. I'm still chanting. (Smile.) Thank
you very much!

EVENTS
“HomeComing” marks the first West
Coast solo exhibition for print-

maker/painter BARBARA LEKES. Her
work is on exhibit through Aug. 26 at the
North San Diego Community Center (SGI-
USA) located at 800 Los Vallecitos Boule-
vard, Suite D in San Marcos, Calif.; (760)
591-9803.Ms. Lekes will be onhand atan
informal reception on Friday, Aug. 7, from
6:00 to 7:00 p.m. Regular viewing hours
are Monday, Wednesday and Friday from
6:00 to 8:00 p.m.; Tuesday, Thursday and
Saturdayfrom10:00a.m.to8:00p.m.;and
Sunday from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Visit
http:/Awww.balartiste.com.

America Soaring Group members will
be participating in the Lotus Sutra
conference at the FNCC Oct. 1-4. If
you are interested in attending,
please contact your region office and
go through the regular procedure to
attend a conference at the FNCC. If
you'd like more information about the
Soaring Group aspect of this meeting,
please contact Allen Massiah at (203)
486-5238 or Gloria Richardson at
(404) 982-3254.

CALL FOR ENTRIES: The San Pedro
(Calif.) Art Association will host an all-
SGI-USAartexhibitin their“Gallery by
the Sea” again this year: “Art Is for
Everyone IIl," Aug. 14-15. Reception
open to the public Sunday, Aug. 16,
noon-5:00 p.m. Exhibit will be open
Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays
from 11:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m. Show ends
Sept. 12; 222 W. Sixth St., San Pedro,
Calif.; (310) 833-3976. For more infor-
mation, please contact Chuck Giles at
(310) 370-9204.

Ninth Annual Renaissance Faire —ex-
hibiting members’ and friends’ visual
and performing art, Aug. 21-23. Friday
night, Aug. 21: “Opening with the
Artists"— coffee, tea, fine pastries and
classical music. Saturday: neighbor-
hood gathering with music, food as art,
activities and rally for the Grand Main
Temple (Sho-Hondo). Sunday: art and
culture. All at the Portland Community
Center, 1805 SE Ankeny St., Portland,
Ore.; (503) 230-1038. Wonderful envi-
ronment for introducing friends and rel-
atives to SGI-USA. Nominal donations
for food items, please.
Don Spears

SEND IT TO FINE PRINT!

+Write your message. Please keep it short— around 50 words
orless. (We can't guarantee that all submissions will be printed,
and we reserve the right to edit or refuse to print messages.)

+To be considered for publication, you must send your name,
address, telephone number and e-mail address (if you have

one) along with your message.

+ Send your message to Fine Print, 525 Wilshire Blvd., Santa
Monica, CA 90401, or e-mail fineprint@sgi-usa.org.

Ad space is offered free of charge. No
dating or pen pal ads. No advertising for
products, services or commercial trans-
actions. Please keep in mind that we
can’t guarantee a specific publication
date for your message.

‘Third Stage’ dialogue: work and health
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24 PHOENIX BOYS AND GIRLS

TAKE A

D

Graduating members of the Phoenix Boys
and Girls Group receive graduation certifi-
cates as they move ‘into the youth division. £

riends Last ‘Jorever
'g& x| G N i

Washington, D.C. Boys and
Girls Group members meet
at eight different locations
— from Dover, Del., to
Columbia, S.C. Here,
Baltimore Area boys and
girls play sports outside their
community center. %]
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By Caitlin Eddy, 9, Cleveland, Ohio.
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(DANTE, 7) seattle

Hi! My name is Andrew Williams. This is my friend Dante. We

made Legos together, and we went to the Boys and Girls Group
“Winter Fest” to-
gether. Now I am
doing A & C
gongyo every
morning with my
mom, and I figured
out how powerful
the Gohonzon is! I
like to chant and
read the Dauly Guid-
ance to my parents
every day. I hope
President Tkeda
comes to Seattle so
I can meet him! [

Bergenfield, N.J.

My teacher called my
parents and told them
that I was having difticul-
ty learning to read. She
recommended extra read-
ing classes to help. At first
nothing was changing,
and my teacher called an
emergency meeting with
my parents, the principal
and the reading special-
ists. They discussed my
situation and felt that I
probably would not be
able to be promoted to
second grade.

My mother and I spoke about what we could do. We decided that
we would do extra work every day and that by June I would go to
second grade, NO MATTER WHAT. I chanted with my mom
every day for five minutes determined to go to second grade. As
soon as I started chanting my reading improved. I was even able to
do my homework on my own. Tivo weeks ago my teacher told my
mom and me that she is recommending me for second grade.

5[0
MAX Mecé&oVé&H, 10

Sonoma, Calif.
This poem was written to Max’s dad
on Father’s Day:

'\ a*' q Untitled

SAMANTHA RAYNE SARCEDA, 1

Los Angeles
I am a fortune baby. I | ? .
was born two-and-a-half i e
months early. I only
weighed 3 pound 7
ounces. My father really
chanted for me to live. In
one week, I gained 1.8
pounds and was able to
come home. So my first
benefit is the fact that I am
alive and healthy.
My second benefit was
participating in the Global
Family Festival. I was the
youngest one in our chap- [JEEEESES B 20
ter to be in the Global E— :
Family Festival. It was really fun. I made lots of friends and ha

There ave lots of reasons why my
dnd is the only one

Who is o better dad than everyone.

My dad takes me to travel to go

On horses to a waterfall in Mexico

Just me and my dod.

10 Tennessee to see my grandmn
and uncles and aunts.

My dad plays catch with me

Biking with me

Everything with ME.

When we’re together with no one
else than each other

THAT IS HAPPINESS.

PS. together fovever wonld

be better.

a really good time. I especially liked serving water to people
while we were waiting in the basement in between shows.

My third benefit after the Global Family Festival was that I
got accepted to a Magnet Program. I am really happy because a
lot of people have to wait a long time to get accepted but I
only had to wait one year.

My fourth benefit is that my mommy is pregnant, and I have
wanted a little brother or sister for a long time. In December I
started chanting with my grandpa for my mommy to have a
baby and now she is 5 months pregnant. Also, the doctor said
my mommy is going to have a boy. That’s what my grandpa
wanted her to have.

fRIEND‘ for Peace” thanks everyone who contributed to this
igsue. Please send your experience (around 150 words), com-
ments, questions or news article to: “Friends for Peace,” World
Tribune, 525 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica, CA 90401.

My fifth benefit is that I have perfect attendance this year. I
know it’s because I don’t want to miss any school, and if I get
sick, me and my grandma chant and I am well again.
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An essay by Monica Woodward, 9

La Crescenta, Calif:

“A brilliant burning sun rises above the newborn land,
aiming toward a new century, raising the curtain on a
new stage of humanity’s history.”

I never understood this phrase until I was involved in the
Global Family Festival (March, Los Angeles). We

kids, the sun, rising above a land of peace, aim-

ing toward a century of no discrimination

against people. With love and friendship, we

raise the curtain of life presenting something

that will be in history books (ugh!)

People might think this phrase belongs in

the *70s. But I think simple phrases like

this can mean great benefits. B >

What s )

The SGI is our There are SGI one

Buddhist organiza-

members in 128 chants the

tion. In our country, countries around the same Nam-myoho-

the United States of world. Daisaku Ike-  renge-kyo and does

America, our orga-  da, our teacher in gongyo to the Go-

nization is called the honzon. Members

SGI-USA.

In Italy, SGI is
called SGI-Italy, and
in Brazil, SGI-

Brazil.

faith, is the presi-
dent of the SGI.
Although mem-

all over the world
get benefits from
bers speak different  chanting. (August
1994 Seikyo Times,

pp. 36-37)

languages in differ-

ent countries , Every-

How DDoes Chanting)

He@p Create Wonld Peace:

All over the world, families chant  share the same goal in our hope for

Nam-myoho-renge-kyo. Nichiren world peace.
Daishonin taught us through his By becoming happy, we help oth-
writings that as more and more peo-  ers become happy too.

ple chant, the world will become a What are some ways you can help

peaceful and joytul place. create world peace in your family,

Each of us is unique, but we all school and neighborhood? 7

lhr

REDP IR
of the

SG1

“A single lion is worth
more than a thousand
sheep.” This has been
the spirit of the Soka
Gakkai ever since the
presidency of
Tsunesaburo Makiguchi.
The Soka Gakkai, like a
dignified lion, has fear-
lessly pursued the path
of peace, the path of
culture and the path of
education for 65 years
since its founding. You
are the children of that
honorable lion. I would
therefore like to urge
each of you to live
proudly and coura-
geously, whose hopes
are brightly stoked as
the children of the lion.

“The treasure each of
you possess is infinite
potential. Some of you
may now be unskilled at

studying while others

may be poor at sports.
Should that be the case,
please challenge your-
self. Your personal creed
should always be:
‘Hope, Hope, Limitless
Hope.” There are rough-
ly 2,000 days until the
21st century. So that
you may soar upon mis-
sions in this upcoming
era, you should first win
today to achieve even
loftier goals in good
health tomorrow.

“T await the day when
a vast number of succes-
sors from our future di-
vision come together to
take all responsibility for
the further advance of
kosen-rufu....”

(SGI President Tkeda
on May 5, 1995, to cele-
brate Soka Gakkai Suc-
cessors Day; June 2,
1995, World Tinbune)
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..............C.CQQ..Q.....CI APJNA' L.Q.....
NAAAMP Key for
ZLIRBA Scrambled
IEBMLUG Words
R F GATNIRNA el[eIISnY
QA X\/\BL‘ AAIMSLYA eatipitog
Unscramble the letters to find the names of countries where ESPIHLPIIPN sf;;}‘;‘ffw‘”
there are SGI community centers or culture centers. NMOIIDCA vuuubaﬁw
After you unscramble the words, look in books or magazines to WTIANA w[[?z!u[;g
see what life is like in the different countries. Learn how to say eureUEg
. . . de(
“Thank you” in the languages of the different countries. LRUSATIAA e

The SGI is an international organization; there
are members in more than 128 countries
throughout the world. In some countries, such
as Japan, there are many members (millions).
Then, in other countries, there may be just a
handful of members who are practicing S E ARCH
Nichiren Daishonin’s Buddhism. Because we

continue to make friends and share the benefits
of our practice with others, eventually there
will be many members in every country in the
world.

In many countries where there are members
practicing, there are also community centers,
culture centers or both.

Look through the letters and circle the names
of the countries where there are community
centers. Remember, the words might be up,
down, across, backward, diagonal or turn-a-
corner. Here are the countries you will be look-

H
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ZCAIAM-@raTp—-—=->020-mmm3 <m=<2Z2O0
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mCcC<mOo®®OZNCPIMmMDPDEITOC<O0AINIARRZ
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Om”mm=-C@IC=Two»xmOUCr P=-< =-rO0wZTzI
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W ==>Pr < 0OUNS-A=-=20=-C<Zr>=2I1IT-002
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ing for:

Argentina Hong Kong Peru
Australia India Philippines
Austria Italy Singapore
Belgium Japan Spain

Bolivia Korea Sweden
Brazil Malaysia Taiwan
Canada Mexico Thailand
Chile Netherlands United Kingdom
Denmark New Zealand ~ Uruguay
Dominica Panama United States
France Paraguay Venezuela
Germany

m Do you want to be a correspondent for

If you want to report on activities and people in your areas, please fill out the form below and mail to us:
Name:
Area and Region:
Address:
Phone:




