YOUTH

In this month’s ‘Seize
the Day,’ new leaders
revitalize the SGI-
USA’s committee for
social action.

PROTEST

The Sho-Hondo
demolition sparks
more expressions of
£y outrage.
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INVINCI

The SGI president members: “All of you have
embraced faith in Buddhism

encourages young . while you are still young. You
women to seek happlness are practicing now so that you
. may live happy lives. Your true
not in outward . . victory in terms of happiness,
appearances butin their  however, will only really start
: to be apparent from your 40s

OWII.WlSd()I‘n. He q_uotes. on.

Josei Toda: ‘Youth itself is Even if you are happy and
well-off in your teens and 20s,

beamy' You must never there’s no telling what your life
forget that all young will be like later on. Be it mar-

s : riage, children, work, the chal-
women are beauuml’JUSt lenges of life in general — all

as they are) are harsh realities.
In order to enjoy health and
good fortune in your 40s and
SGI PRESIDENT 50s, in order to feel a sense o

purpose and success in you
n July, which marks the daily endeavors, it's vital that
founding of our young you build a firm foundation for
women’s division (July 19, your life through Buddhist
1951), | want to share somepractice while still young.
of President Toda’s guid- Anything that is built on a
ance to young women and toveak foundation will only
record my thoughts as well. ~ crumble.
President Toda often told
the young women’s division PLEASE SEE BEAUTY, 3

Photo by KIRK CONDYLES

The SGI-USA will hold a nationwide culture festival and
general meeting in 1999 to celebrate 10 years of ‘the ne
SGI-USA, which started in February 1990. The event
will also herald the year 2000, which will mark the 40th
anniversary of SGI President Ikeda’s first trip to the
United States to launch the worldwide kosen-rufu
movement. For more information, please see ‘Prime
Points’ on page 7. (Left: The 15th SGI World Peace
Youth Culture Festival, Carnegie Hall, June 1996.)
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How does the concept of the What does it take to make a Gosho study material for
ten worlds apply to daily life? ‘New’ New York? It’s up to July and August.

you, New York....
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BREAKTHROUGHS IN UNDERSTANDING

Owning a
Big Heart

CHICAGO

f 1 am having tremendous diffi-

culties and not showing signs of
overcoming them, then how can |
confidently share the Mystic Law|
with others or be effective as an SGI
leader? Am | showing “real” actual
proof in my life, or am | just giving
lip service to the great wonder and
power of Nichiren Daishonin’s
Buddhism?

| have spent a lot of time asking
myself these questions. Sometime
| have even thought that | probably
shouldn’t be a leader for fear o
being a hypocrite and actually dist
couraging the members | am trying
to encourage. | mean, | have to be
OK before | can really help any-
body else, right??

Afewwords spoken by SGI Prest
ident Ikeda here in the United States
in 1993 profoundly changed my
views, as | was struggling with a barr
rage of serious health, financial and
other problems —while challenging
my leadership responsibilities. He
said: “Those who make efforts to
bring joy to others even though the
may be suffering themselves are
bodhisattvas.... Such is the kind aof
big-hearted person | hope you wil
become.... This is the purpose of
Buddhist practice. When we climb
the mountain of this practice, we ac-
cumulate solid good fortune in ou
lives without fail.”

Reading this sent a blast of clar-
ity to the core of my recurring con-
fusion. | recalled how second Soka
Gakkai president Josei Toda en-
couraged members suffering wit
poverty, while he battled severe fi
nancial problems of his own — how
President Ikeda encouraged mem-
bers suffering with illness, while his
own body was racked with fever.
weakness and nausea.

At the center of this effort to
bring joy to others though persont
ally suffering is a big heart. Getting
a big heart is the purpose of Bud-
dhist practice. | now definitely
know that | can own a big heart
too!

S

Did you ever say “Wow!” after
studying Buddhism? E-mail, mai
or fax your story to us (see p. 14 for

Wispom KING IMmovaBLE AND Wisbom KING CRAVING -FILLED

Facing Our Desires — Facing Suffering

means to lead people toward this undebad causes. In the Daishonin’s Buddhism,

standing. as in the Lotus Sutra, enlightenment does
Sufferings over our desires and sufrot exist apart from desires, just as life

ferings over death have thus long beenaannot be separated from death.

topic of Buddhism. These are at the heart Wisdom King Immovable, who car-

ON TH E

GOHONZON

STUDYING NICHIREN DAISHONIN'S

of what motivated Shakyamuni on higies a sword in his right hand and a rope
INSCRIPTIONS ON THE OBJECT OF DEVOTION

guest: He sought a solution to the dilemin his left, indicates the principle of the

mas of birth, old age, sickness and deatbufferings of life and death in themselves

Nichiren Daishonin, too, instructed hisbeing nirvana. When Shakyamuni began
followers to first understand death. Thertp introduce the Law in the “Expedient
he said, everything else will follow. Means” chapter, he made clear that the

n the second chapter of the Lotus Two characters on the Gohonzongoal of nirvana, ending the sufferings of

Sutra, Shakyamuni explains thatvritten in the medieval Sanskrit orthogiife and death, was an expedient teaching.

after he attained enlightenment, heaphy called Siddham, show at work irBy practicing to the Gohonzon, the Dai-

pondered how to share the great Lawur life these two principles for trans-shonin taught, this promise comes alive
with common mortals. His thoughts turrforming suffering. On the right side of thethrough revealing our eternal Buddha-
to the Buddhas of past ages, who used e&ohonzon is Wisdom King Immovablehood just as we are, as common mortals,
pedient means to save the people. (Skt Achala) and on the left, Wisdomeven in the face of death.

Because people have difficulty beKing Craving-Filled (Skt Ragarja). One mightask, regarding the Wisdom
lieving they are potentially Buddhas —(These two are placed in between thKings, why the Daishonin chose to write
and therefore have a hard time embra&our Heavenly Kings, which are at theheir names in Sanskrit. It is recorded
ing the Law that can lead them directlfour corners of the Gohonzon.) that the Daishonin was anticipating the
to their Buddhahood — Shakyamuni de- Wisdom King denotes a king wisetranslation of his teachings into Sanskrit
cides on the same strategy. For infinitenough to defeat devils; this signifies thand Chinese in the future. This indicates
kalpas, for instance, he speaks of thilystic Law enabling any person to overthat the Daishonin was thinking of Bud-
“Law of nirvana ending the long suffer-come sufferings over desires and suffeghism as a world religion. It was this
ings of birth and deathThe Lotus Sutra ings over death. thinking that also motivated him to use
p. 44). Of course, Buddhism does notend In the images of provisional Buddhisnnam which stems from a Sanskrit word,
the sufferings of birth and death; itadopted after Shakyamuni’s death, Wigo indicate devoted practice of the Law,
teaches us how to overcome them, hodom King Craving-Filled carries a bowMyoho-renge-kyo.
to find joy in them. But Shakyamuni firstand arrow. His role is to put an end to peo-
taught the Law of nirvana as expedientle’s earthly desires and their making of

By TERRY ELLIS

CONTRIBUTING EDITOR

Nine in a series

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ON FAITH

How Do the Ten Worlds Work?

By TED MORINO

SGI-USA STUDY DEPARTMENT LEADER

Once our innate Buddhahood is soindeed who can relate only to certain
lidified enough through our daily Bud-types of people.
dhist practice — or once our Buddha This principle, of course, applies
nature actually becomes our basic lifeaot only to Anger and Hell but to all
condition — all the other nine worldsthe other worlds as well. It's because
start functioning to create happiness. the lower nine worlds are inherent in
For instance, Hell is considered thduddhahood that Buddhas can ex-
What we call the mutual possesworst life-condition; it is characterizedpress their full potential to guide un-
sion of the ten worlds speaks tdy rage toward others with resultantold numbers of people to happiness.
the changeability of our lives.  sufferings as retribution. In BuddhismAll in all, the lower nine worlds take
Buddhism sees in each human life ththough, what matters is the content odn their true significance when based
same potential for revealing Buddhahoodne’s rage. Some may be enraged ben Buddhahood.
from within. This is expounded in Bud-cause, controlled by materialistic Take the suffering that accompa-
dhism as a life-condition free from the lim-and/or selfish desires, they feel dissatiies the death of a loved one: People
its of the lower nine worlds: Bodhisattvajsfied at not getting what they wantwho base themselves on the world of
Realization, Learning, Rapture, TranquilBut others may be enraged becausBuddhahood can turn all their sadness
lity, Anger, Animality, Hunger and Hell. empathizing with the suffering of oth-into prayers for their loved ones’ re-
However, this does not mean that Buders, they are exhausting their energigsose; they can encourage others by
dhahood exists apart from the reality ofo find solutions to others’ problems.courageously facing their loss. Other
these other nine worlds. This is rage illuminated by the Law.people in the same situation might be
Nichiren Daishonin inscribed hisThe Daishonin says that such “angedefeated by this loss. The practical
life as the Buddha in the form of theeads to either good or evil'Gosho application of the ten worlds is that
Gohonzon. Down the center of the GoZenshu p. 584). we can create something positive no
honzon is written “Nam-myoho-renge- So, even the terrible life-conditionmatter the situation that we find our-
kyo — Nichiren.” And written along- of Hell, when based on the Mysticselves in.
side it are the names of representativésaw, can be an aspect of Buddhahood. When we chant, basing ourselves on
of all ten worlds. This indicates that allExperiencing Hell has a significantthe Mystic Law, it can be said that our nine
ten worlds, illuminated by the light ofrole to play in furthering our happi-worlds equal Buddhahood, and that Bud-
the Mystic Law inscribed down theness; wecan’'t know the greatest hap-dhahood equals our nine worlds. The Dai-
center, can display their inherent nopiness unless we know the greateshoninteaches that when our innate Bud-
bility through Buddhism. This point isunhappiness. If Buddhas never expeathahood is fully developed — through
fully explained in the letter “The Realrienced the pain of Hell, theyould Buddhist practice for ourselves and oth-
Aspect of the Gohonzon'The Major never understand others’sufferings, le¢rs — everything that we do when we're
Writings of Nichiren Daishoninvol. 1, alone be able to help others work toin our lower nine worlds will help us blos-
p. 211). ward solutions. It is a limited Buddhasom spectacularly as human beindlm

How do the ten worlds work in
our daily lives?

Q
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Youth Training Course in Japan

n September, 24 young leaders from throughout the United States will be attending the
SGI World Youth Training Course in Japan. Participants must be at least 18 and af lgast
a district-level leader. Interested people are asked to contact their youth division rggjon
leaders immediately.

The exact cost has not been determined, but participants should expect to pay $2,000-$2
which would include personal expenses, such as meals. Please contact your region youth
ers for an application and more details.

Since the allotment is limited, each region will submit the names of one young man and
one young woman from among their applicants to the national headquarters by July 31} From
these lists, the national youth leaders will make the final selections.

eaq

B (\E1VS BRIEFS ey

The course, which includes various meetings and exchanges, is scheduled for Sept. [18-24.
500
d

Photo by GEORGE FUJIOKA

SGI President’s Essay: Invincible Beauty

BEAUTY, FroM PAGE 1 sassination attempt. When hidriends. Some have been so
wife, Madame Deng Yingchao, blinded by love that they un-
Happiness is not determinedearned of this, she immediatelythinkingly discarded their faith.
by outward appearance, beautyyrote to him, stating to the ef-1 want you to bear this in mind.
wealth or possessions but by youfect: “As the situation stands, No one is an island unto her-
ability to change your karma andyou must fight and vanquishself. We can only uncover and
by the amount of good fortuneyour enemies. | am not the kindreveal our wonderful potential
you have accumulated. of person to fall apart when danwhen we have many good peot
Mr. Toda used to say, with theger threatens. When | think ofple around us — trusted friends
tone of a compassionate fatherthe good of the people and thasupporting us and respected se-
“Youth itself is beauty. You must we are engaged in a great, gloniors to whom we can turn for
never forget that all young womenrious task unprecedented in hissound advice!
are beautiful, just as they are.” For this reason, please culti
Mr. Toda also taught the vate wisdom. This is the purpose
young women'’s division mem- of faith.
bers that gaining a solid ground; | hope that you will always
ing in Buddhist study would remember the importance of
make them philosophers. Esser practicing with the SGI, an or-
tially, philosophy is the wisdom ganization of harmonious unity.
that helps us lead better lives|
When we acquire that philoso-==. U
phy, that knowledge, through
Buddhist practice, it becomes g President Makiguchi fre-
source of boundless strength. W| quently offered encouragement
and advice to young women'’s
~ division members on the train

Photo by CAROL BARNSTEAD

can tap it freely to respond to
life’s diverse challenges. And we,

come to see that we are advang ) — home after discussion meetings.
ing on the road toward genuing: - He would say: “You can teach
happiness and fulfillment. ! ! / people at your workplace the
I hope you will always re- e —— .| greatness of Buddhism by the
member that. se—w==| eXxample you set. Be especially
A solid grounding in Buddhist kind to employees youngertha
O] study leads to wisdom to help us yourself.”

lead better lives, Mr. Toda said. How overjoyed Mr. Maki-
Please be confident, there: guchi and Mr. Toda would
fore, thatthose who persevere ittory, | can face this threat withsurely be if they could see the
their faith always triumph in the calm.” beautiful achievements of our
end. We of the SGI, too, cherish ayoung women’s division mem-
Itis petty to feel embarrassednoble objective: our great dreanbers in Japan and throughout the
about people knowing thatofkosen-rufu— the widespreadworld.
you're an SGI member or to bepropagation of the principles
afraid of being ridiculed on that and ideals of Nichiren Daisho-
account. Undergoing hardshipsiin’s Buddhism for the peace
in youth enables you to forge aand happiness of all humanity.
thata woman who embraces this

strong, invincible self, one that 0
sutra not only excels all other

shines with eternal good for-

tune. It would be awful to end

your life in disgrace or debili-  Many young women mistak- women but also surpasses all

tated by illness and financial dis-enly think that marriage is themen” (The Major Writings of

tress. That's why it's crucial that only way they can become trulyNichiren Daishoninyol. 5, pp.

you don’t squander this impor-happy. Of course, marriage is a&56-57). | hope that our young

tant time of your youth. perfectly natural part of life, but women’s division members will
0 many women have wept bittermake a conscious effort to live

tears of pain and regret ovetthese years of their youth — anc
Chinese Premier Zhou Enlaitrous relationships against thedom and integrity, heading al-

0

The Daishonin writes, “Only
in the Lotus Sutra do we read

Members sign a petition to be sent to High Priest Nikken.

Members in Hawaii Rally
To Save the Sho-Hondo

The voices of hundreds of Hawaii's SGI-USA members rang
outloud and clear in protest: “Don’t destroy the Sho-Honda!”
The rally, held June 14 at the Hawaii Culture Center, was a
point of departure as Hawaii took the lead in hosting the first
summer rally to express indignation over Nikken’s demoli-
tion of the Grand Main Temple (Sho-Hondo).
A stirring slide presentation depicted the history of the Sh
Hondo and historic events held there. Members spoke ahout
their experiences regarding the Sho-Hondo and the sincerity
of the millions of members who contributed funds to construct
the Sho-Hondo, which was meant to last for centuries as a
place for people worldwide to work for world peace.
— MINAKO NAKAJIMA & JOANNE TACHIBANA,
Correspondents

o

Women’s Symposium
Held in Louisiana

At the June 28 North Louisiana Women'’s Symposium, mare
than 30 women encouraged one another with great experi-
ences of personal victory and two wonderful presentations (on
relationships and the ten worlds). The participants made a
fresh determination to address life’s challenges through the
practice of Buddhism, instead of giving in to the notion of
“I've fallen into Hell, and | can’t get out!”

An impromptu dance session to “We Are Family” ended
the occasion, leaving members with enojaié de vivreto
dance and carry on the entire way back to Leesville.

— KIM THOMPSON, Correspondent

SGI President Meets With
Brunei University President

On June 30, SGI President lkeda met with University of Brunei
Darussalam Vice Chancellor Abu Bakar at Soka University|in
Tokyo. The University of Brunei Darussalam and Soka Uni-
versity signed an educational exchange agreement in 1995.

On this, his second meeting with Vice Chancellor Abu
Bakar, Mr. Ikeda entrusted his guest with a new poem he com-
posed for Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah, who has worked for peace
in his country and throughout Asia for the more than 30 years
since his accession to the throne at age 21.

Noting that the former sultan, father of the present sultan,
Sir Muda Omar Ali Saifuddien, was a highly acclaimed poet,
President Ikeda recited some lines of the late sultan’s poetry
and expressed his deep sympathy with their message that hard
work and persistence are important.

— Courtesy of SGI NEWSLETTER

throwing themselves into disas-their entire lives — with wis-
once narrowly escaped an asbest advice of family and ways toward true happinedin
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Statements of Protest

The following are excerpts from the international architectural
community protesting Nikkens demolition of the Grand Main
Temple (Sho-Hondo), which was donated by SGI members:

PART OF OUR mission [at the National Building Museum] is
to bring to public attention the great landmark buildings in
this country and abroad that are worthy of preservation.
Based on the interest of our members and visitors, | believe
the general public would be outraged to learn of the
pending destruction of a building that is not only an
important religious site, but also an important
representation of a unique architectural style.... Sho-Hondo
should be saved and maintained to reflect its beauty and the
faith that made it possible.
— SUSAN HENSHAW JONES,
president and director, National Building Museum,
Washington, D.C.

RARELY HAS A building of our own time so pervasively
overcome limits of culture and place to speak to all
humanity. Perhaps this extraordinary accomplishment has
contributed to its proposed undoing, for great
accomplishments have, throughout history, excited
opposing forces of envy and fear. Sho-Hondo transcends
conventional questions of fashion and taste — these are
but superficial qualities, at best — and speaks of larger,
more spiritual issues. Do not deny later generations the
right to experience this creation.

— DAVID G. De LONG,

professor of architecture, University of Pennsylvania

I AM MYSTIFIED as to why some Japanese place so little
value on their magnificent architectural heritage, when, as a
visitor, | find the destruction of such beauty an outrage, not
only against Japanese culture and achievements but...for all
humankind. How much more should you [Nikken],
therefore, as someone who has been given the special task
of preserving this great Japanese aesthetic tradition, feel an
inner wound at the proposal that the Sho-Hondo temple
should be torn out of the very centre of the Japanese soul. |
implore you to think of future generations....
— PHILIP DREW,
architectural historian and author, Annandale, Australia

THE FACT THAT it is a beloved place of so many speaks to
its need for continued service to Japan and the world. Every
historical building does not, by its longevity, automatically
warrant preservation. The Sho-Hondo exceeds any
definition of a building worthy of preservation. It is a
remarkable example of the great heritage of the post-war
modern buildings.
— DAVID H. GRUBS,
chairman of the board, Swinerton & Walberg,
San Francisco

[THE SHO-HONDO] SYMBOLIZES the oneness of
technology and art.... | believe that architecture is a natural
outcome of a country’s civilization and culture — the
greater the progress of its people, the greater its
architecture. To me, Sho-Hondo is an example of the
greatness of Japanese culture. To destroy it would be a sad
event indeed.

— SUMITA SINHA, architect, London

Legal Ramifications of
Religious Freedom Discussed

New York SGI members the courts, with judges analyzingwanted to ensure that religion is
both real estate property claimglebated in religious terms, and
takei.inupdated look at and doctrinal differences. Thethat religious debate cannot be
the First Amendment and  uU.s. Constitution’s framers, how- controlled by the manipulations of
: : ever, crafted the FirstAmendmenguthorities.”
discuss legal Issues to prevent judges from acting as He added that the Daishonin
related to the temple authorities on matters of faith.and the successive SGI presidents
issue This forced the courts to considehave always called for vigorous
* only points of real property law yet respectful and nonviolent de-
when two or more conflicting re- bates on religion. While legal av-

NEW YORK CORRESPONDENT

Ever since the First Amendment

ligious factions laid claims to the enues will be pursued, religious
same church or temple. discussion will continue to play a
“At first, it might sound great stronger role — stronger than ju-

was adopted, the United Statefor the SGI-USA members,” Mr.
has defined itself as a land prizAlgase said. “If the temple dis-

dicial decisions or authoritative
mandates — in guaranteeing the

ing religious freedom and debatepute had happened under old Enduture of the Daishonin’s Bud-
The U.S. Constitution, with its lish law, we might have used it todhism, he said.

exceptional emphasis on unrefeclaim the Queens temple.”

strained spiritual expression, pro- But the First Amendment
vides important freedoms to SGI-specifically restricts judges from
USA members as they nowreviewing doctrinal differences

As befits a free religious dis-
cussion, audience members left
holding a variety of views. Some
noted that U.S. law and its appli-

contend with the Nichiren so as to protect citizens from thecation are somewhat elastic. They
Shoshu priesthood, a religionabuses of authority that mightsuggested that both U.S. and

masquerading as Nichiren Dai-
shonin’s Buddhism.

Recently at the New York Cul-
ture Center, Culture Departmen
legal division members presenteg
“Religious Freedom in America,” [
a panel discussion exploring hoy :
U.S. law aids SGI members aE=

Photo by GREGORY NAKASUJI

hood’s injustices. The discussio
was made poignant by the fact tha2

of Nichiren Shoshu’s demolition
of the Grand Main Temple. The
SGl s investigating various legalS

ple, an architectural masterpiec{®s
in Japan that housed the Dai-Go
honzon and was built primarily
with funds from SGI members.
During a Q-and-A period, mem-L=
bers asked panelists about the poThe Grand Main Temple, built with
sible legal remedies. Audiencedonations from 8 million people, is
members also noted that theébeing torn down by the priesthood.
priesthood now controls

Japanese law could be altered to
allow claims against the priest-
hood. Such claims might lead to
the preservation of the Main Tem-
ple, as well as the return of
Myosetsu-ji to the members who
in large part paid for it, they said.

Other members took a differ-
ent perspective, mentioning that
although the priesthood'’s control
of the Main Temple and other
temples built with lay believers’
funds is profoundly unethical,
their struggle against the priest-
hood has loosened their attach-
ment to a specific location or
structure.

These members said that they
have experienced a deep form of
religious revolution, which has
left them confident that the prin-
ciples the Daishonin expressed in
the Dai-Gohonzon exist in their
hearts and can be tapped from any
location where they chant sin-

Myosetsu-ji temple in Queens,have occurred if judges acted aserely. Such a realization consti-

completed in 1984 with funding religious experts. Mr. Algase
from SGI-USA members.
Although the session producedestrained from acting as reli-
no immediate legal plan of actiongious experts to protect the free
for retaking either of these struc-dom of all to speak out on spiri-
tures, the questioners’ sense dfual matters.
outrage vividly illustrated why the
SGI has taken a stand, as well athe temple has done,” he said.
why the U.S. Constitution guar-  Another panelist, SGI public
antees the broadest forms of reliinformation officer Andrew

“So let's speak out about what

tutes the ultimate freedom from

emphasized that the courts wereeligious authorities and is the

great benefit of their struggles in
this decade, they said. WT|

. The
r)m‘| Y| SGI-USA's

W_ Weekly
TRIBUNE Newspaper

gious expression.

Gebert, said that the Daishonin’s (ISSN-0049-8165)

New Sho-Hondo Web Site

The International Committee To Save the Sho-Hondo

has a new Web site. You can view it at:

www.save-shohondo.com

The first panelist, Manhattan Buddhism also places heavy em-

attorney Roger Algase, noted thaphasis on religious freedom from
the United States’ first settlersstate interference. “After his exile
were fugitives from religious per- to Sado Island, Nichiren Daisho-
secution. Mr. Algase also ex-nin was offered a deal: The gov
plained why U.S. courts tradi- ernment offered him a temple —
tionally have not examinedif he would stop refuting erro-
religious doctrines in deciding neous religions,” Mr. Gebert said.
property disputes involving “The Daishonin said no, be-
churches and temples. cause if he had stopped criticizing

He noted that in the Englandother religions it would amount to
the settlers left, church propertyadenial of religious freedom,” Mr.
disputes were generally settled bysebert said. “The Daishonin
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EVOLUTION

A NOVELIZED HISTORY OF THE SOKA GAKKAI

‘THE FLOWER OF CULTURE'

VOLUME 7, CHAPTER 1, PARTS 2627

The Cuban revolution, led by the young
Fidel Castro, sets the stage for tenuous
relations with the United States. The
Cuban missile crisis arises from grow-
ing U.S.-Cuba tensions over Cuba’s
relationship with the Soviets.

In 1960, when three American The exiles were driven back
oil companies refused to refineby Cuban armed forces in a mere
petroleum that Cuba had im-three days. And, instead of incit-
ported from the Soviet Union,ing a rebellion against Castro’s
the Cuban government nation-government, the invasion further
alized the refineries. From thatcemented the Cuban people’s
point on, the relationship be-unity.
tween Cuba and the United President Kennedy received
States plummeted. strong domestic and interna-
America responded by dras-ional criticism for this debacle.
tically cutting its imports of Actually, a shorttime before an-
Cuban sugar. It also banned exaouncing his presidential can-
ports of most U.S. products todidacy, Kennedy referred to
Cuba, leading to the island’sCastro as an intellectual heir to
isolation from much of the the legacy of Simén Bolivar,
world through external tradehero of South American inde-
restrictions and economicpendence. He also adopted a
sanctions. more flexible posture toward
Cuba would starve unless itCuba and other Latin American
could export its sugar — andnations, to better understand the
the Soviet Union presented it-heavy burdens borne by those
self as a buyer. This inevitablycountries and the revolutionary
led to the strengthening of So-ideals of their peoples. That
viet—Cuban relations. Kennedy would approve the
Bay of Pigs invasion, which ap-
pears to have been the brainchild
he institution of social- of the previous administration,
ismin Cuba proceededremains one of the great histor-
rapidly, and more and ical ironies of that era.
more large corpora- Atthistime, Castro declared
tions and private land holdingsthe Cuban revolution to be a
were nationalized. One sourcesocialist one. To Cuba, the
suggests that by the end of 1960Jnited States was seen as a
some $1 billion in U.S. assets inpowerful, threatening giant in
Cuba was nationalized. the north. The Bay of Pigs in-
Naturally, this led to a steadycident produced in the Cuban
worsening of relations betweenpeople a sense of crisis and the
the two countries, and on Jan. 3fear that the United States
1961, the United States severedhight invade at any moment. It
diplomatic relations with Cuba. was also a major factor in dri-

nized the Cuban people — In the beginning, the key When John F. Kennedy was inving Cuba further into the arms
SGI PRESIDENT while lining his pockets at cabinet posts of the new revo-augurated as the 35th U.S. presf the Soviet Union.
their expense. lutionary government wereident on Jan. 20, the two nations In 1962, Cuba signed a trade

he U.S. intervention  Thisill-famed regime was fi- occupied by moderates, andvere already locked in an antagagreement with the Soviets.
against Spain was nonally toppled in the Cuban rev-there wasn'’t a great emphasi®nistic standoff. It came to aheadrhis resulted in the expulsion
doubt motivated in part olution led by Fidel Castro. Onon socialist revolution. The with the Bay of Pigs invasion aof Cuba from the Organization
by the desire to helptheJan. 1, 1959, Batista fled theU.S. administration underfew months later, on April 17.  of American States and a com-

Cuban people attain freedomcountry, and Castro and his revPresident Dwight D. Eisen-

This was an abortive invasionplete U.S. embargo on all trade

But it is a sad fact that, after theolutionary forces, greeted by thehower quickly recognized the of Cuba by a force of anti-Cas-with Cuba.

war for independence, Cuba bejoyous cheers of the citizens, ennew government. But whentro Cuban exiles, but in fact the
came much like a U.S. colony.tered the capital of Havana.  Castro became the country’sCIA was deeply involved in both

To be continued

Forced into poverty under these Castro was only 32 years oldpremier in February, he begarits planning and execution. Th
circumstances, the Cuban peoHe had devoted seven years tto emphasize a popular socialintelligence reports supplied to
ple could not help but harborthe anti-Batista revolutionaryist revolution, focusing pri- the U.S. leaders at the time con
anti-American sentiments. movement. He was a committednarily on labor and farm cerning anticipated Cuban re-

After World War Il, Fulgen- revolutionary who had survivedworkers. In order to close thesponse suggested that once th
cio Batista, a military officer armed insurrections, imprison-enormous gap between the naCuban exiles landed, anti-Cas
and former Cuban presidentment, exile and guerrilla war-tion’s rich and poor, this per-tro forces in Cuba would rise
seized the reins of power in afare in the mountains. Winninghaps was unavoidable. with them and overthrow the
1952 coup. He installed him-the people’s support, he had now In May, the First Agrarian government with little resis-
self as a dictator and for seversucceeded in ousting the Batist&Reform Law was passed, andance. But exactly the opposite

Daisaku lkeda appears
in the novel as
Shin’ichi Yamamoto.
The events take place
in 1962. lllustration by
Ken'ichiro Uchida.

years oppressed and tyrandictatorship. huge estates were confiscatechappened.

Our faith isn’t the kind in which you look to others for help. No, each of
us has to carry out our own human revolution. We have to stand up on our
own two feet and win through our own efforts. If you depend on others,
you’re sure to lose.... (The New Human Revolution, vol. 6, p. 245)

Volume 6 of The New Human Revolution, SGI President Ikeda’s novelized history of the Soka Gakkai's world peace move-
ment since 1960, contains Shin'ichi Yamamoto's travels to the Middle East, the contribution campaign to build the Grand
Reception Hall, the Mikawashima train crash, early Komei elections, advice to the student division and more.

Available in all SGI-USA bookstores. The price is $10.00. Mail orders may be placed by calling (800) 626-1313.




6 JuLy 24, 1998 ¢ WWRLD TRIBUNE

trict leaders are mak-
ing the same transi-
tion that | am, and
they’re so commit-
ted that they inspire

is communication.
This is New York,

and everyone is so
busy. It is a chal-
lenge.

514

District representatives meet to discuss the ‘New’ New York.

By RIC ORNELLAS anp
LESLIE WINES
NEW YORK CORRESPONDENTS
Photos by JEFF JONES

In June 1996, when SGI
President Ikeda last came to ing us to
New York, he asked the

members here to create a
“New” New York. On a recent them to
Sunday afternoon, district

York East Region — starting focus on
from downtown, through greater
Chinatown, up the Eastside
(including the United
Nations) and along the East
River, through Harlem and
ending in the
Bronx — met at
the New York
Culture Center to
discuss the “New”
New York.
Participants
included Philip
Bonds, Diana T.
Cruz, Lucresia
Evans, Mark
Godwin, Keewon Chung,

Alan Ellis

Godwin: It's been two years ings in the summer-
since President lkeda’s visit,time for the kids and
and I’'m just beginning to really they love it. So that's
ponder his vision for New whatwe're planning
York. | think he is always ask- for our youth divi-

among our district members,
making it easier for Ellis:

their goals and giv-
representatives from the New ing them time to
proof in daily life.

Chung: In Korea,
where I'm from, the Keewon Chung

often sponsor com-

N

me forward.
Ferrara: My in-
Cruz: In my dis- & tense challenge in
trict | tried to open Lucres1aEvans the reorganization
up to has been that the

the members. It members wanted to be sure the
was a big personal reorganization was not a car-
step for me be- bon copy of the old one. They
cause | was raiseddidn’t want a “top-down” orga-
to be wary of oth- nization but a “member-up”
ers. But I'm glad | district.

did because | feel

more trust from Chung: In my former dis-
the members. trict, the district leader’s
motto was “Serve
the Members,” so
we trusted her. |
feel that as a dis-
trict leader | have
to gain the mem-
bers’ trust, and
that is difficult.

create greater unitysion: outings!

Ken Ferrara

What actions have Lee: | look to de-
you taken toward velop our youth, so
the realization of a whenever | visit
“New” New Yorkin them, | talk to their
your district? siblings andtry to
get to know them. |
Chung: In our dis- want to attract them
trict right nowwe’re in the future to our
going through grow- activities. Cruz: My chal-
mem- ing pains. Most of us lenge has been to
bers weren’'t al- never practiced together beforeEvans: In our district we have stop talking. | like to talk. |
lowed to meet in We're just getting to know one 10-hour chanting sessionshave to stop myself and let the
public because of another through district activi- every Sunday toward the revi-members talk. When they do,
the government’s ties like the monthly discus-talization of Harlem. We also their ideas are really good and
suppression [in the sions meetings, planning meethad a Spring Festival to intro-fresh.
past]. The SGI is ings and home visits. duce the SGI in our neighbor-
now recognized in hood, and last night we had aerrara: The former leaders
[Korean] society, Godwin: We're new to one an- meeting to introduce Bud- of the district | work with
and their activities other. You vantto have the samedhism to guests. were very considerate of the
— they deep bonds, maybe members’ needs.
even deeper bondsCruz: Our district’s When | wasn’t

achieve

showing
actual

DianaT. Cruz

Albert Lee, Ken Ferrara, munity cleanups —

than before, but first men'’s division mem- the same way,

Priscilla Crowell and

are valued. We need

there was ten-

Jeannette Emmarco. Alan
Ellis moderated. Following
are excerpts from their
discussion.

ence as a district
leader, what do
you feel President
lkeda meant by a
“New” New York?

Bonds: | think
President lkeda
wants us to speak <
from the heart and Jeanette Emmarco
become a family, a
dynamic family!

to do the same in
New York.

Lee:In 1996, | was

a driver in Presi- |
Ellis: In light of your experi- dent lkeda’s car- Mark Godwin

the children. | felt

you have to get to bers can’t make it to

know one another. our weekday discus- 3
The recent reorga- sion meetings be-

nization has thrown cause ofschedule

us into a new stew, conflicts. When we

and it is all churn- changed to week-

ing and cooking. It end meetings, we Albert Lee
pool. | really is like culture had one man attend.

was with him when shock. We were so happy, and | think
he stopped one day he was overwhelmed by allBonds:Learning howto guide and
at a park on the Bonds: | think we should go these beaming women whonot control is difficult.

Westside Highway. back to the basics in our dis-surrounded him like a prize
He remarked on the tricts — chanting together, di- catch.

many different alogues, gogyo practice, home others are saying, but | have the
kinds of people visits — so the members areCrowell: Our district is opposite problem. My members
there, and immedi- filled with joy. Then they take mainly youth — boys and seem to sitback and want some-
ately he went to that joy from the district back girls and junior and high one to tell them what to do. | re-
speak to to the community. school students — so | try toally have to encourage them to
visit them in their homes asbring out their own ideas.

sion. | find it dif-

ficult to let go of
my role as a dis-
trict leader and
be a friend. | feel
like I'm losing

control.

Evans: | understand what the

this was the “New”
Cruz: | feel there needs to beNew York — our
a bringing together of our or-youth and our diver-

Ferrara: I've had much as | can and feature
more frightthanjoy them in the meetings. On theAt the end of the dialogue,
by this reorganiza- other hand, the members inDavid Dalessandro, New York

ganization with the diversesity.
society that we live in. We

to all.

Evans:| feel Presi-
dent Ikeda meant
for us to realize the
importance of prop-
agating Buddhism
and actually living
every moment as a
bodhisattva.

Philip Bonds

We have so many
need to work together on com-young people in Chi-
mon goals like education, natown, and they arels 5
health and culture — concerndull of energy. But Priscilla Crowell

tion. I've practiced our district are very good East Region leader, thanked
formany years, and about returning my tele- the district leaders for partic-

prior to 1990 we phone calls. If | call 10 times, ipating. He quoted from Pres-
had many guide- they will return my calls 10 ident Ikeda’s June 15, 1996,
lines and leaders times. speech: “I would therefore

they who told us what to like the organization in New
don't like to go to do. | like rules and regulationsEllis: What has been your mostYork to be a gathering of lions
discussion meet- because it makes it easier tantense challenge in moving to— each one, a person of truly
ings. Their parents practice and to tell the membersa neighborhood-based praceutstanding ability and cal-

bring them, but they whatto do. | like being correct —tice? iber. Each individual is im-

are bored. I've no- but this is more challenging. portant. Everything starts

ticed that there are Emmarco: In our district, we live from treasuring just one per-
many churches in Godwin: | used to feefright- in the same neighborhood, therson. This is the eternal for-
China, and they’re ened when we first reorganizedijs a closeness and sense of conmula for the development of
always having out- too! Not anymore. The other dis-mitment. However, our problemkosen-rufu.” W}
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Putting Art
Into Our Lives

As planning gets under way for the 1999 American culture festival and general
meeting, General Director Zaitsu offers some thoughts on the purpose and spirit
of such special events hosted by the SGI-USA.

s many of you may nurtured by the inner power of theMajor Writings of Nichiren Dai-

know, a culture festi- human spirit.” And he has saidshoninvol. 5, p. 203). It could be

val and general meet-that culture acts like a magnetsaid that the Lotus Sutra praise

ing are being planned drawing people together, tran-life itself. Similarly, culture festi-

for the fall of 1999 in scending ethnic, national and idevals are an opportunity for us tg

Los Angeles. ological differences. It could be express the sheer joy of life.

Many members have questionsaid, then, that culture festivals are  Further, this expression of joy|
regarding the specifics, but sincéblossoms of joy and harmony —is part of our mission as practi-
we’re still in  dress rehearsals for world peacdioners of Buddhism. Presiden
the early plan- so to speak. Ikeda once explained that “while
ning stages, ¢ A culture festival is a violence andwar are threats to oy
there aren’t means, notanend initselina existence, the arts express the jay
any details | recent installment oThe New oflife. Wherever the correct Bud-
can offer. | Human RevolutionPresident dhist teachings spread, there will
would like to lkeda states that the reason hee jubilant poetry, song and
assure you, originally proposed holding cul- dance. Joy is sublimated into arf.
though, that turefestivals“wasbecausethe artds a result, wherever we whag
regular up- mustreturntothe people.... Withpractice the Daishonin’s Bud-
dates will ap- outthe participation and appreci-dhism go, splendid flowers of art
pear in future ation ofthe people, culture and arwill bloom. Our mission is to link

w

PRIME
POINTS

=

By Fred M. Zaitsu

SGI-USA issues of the are empty, meaningless.... Whepeople’s hearts with this blos-
General Director — \yjorld ~ Tri- humanity and the soming of life's
bune human spirit tri- joy and to create a

My overall determination is umph, they lead to

that this event will prove to bea brilliant cultural
spiritually enriching for each in- flowering and the
dividual member of the SGI- appearance from

beautiful garden of

peace on earth.”
*One question

| hear frequently

There’s value,
I believe, in

USA, and will also create a pro-among the people bn‘nging when such events
found sense of unity within our of truly great art- are being plan-
organization. Further, I'm deter-works.” people ned is: Will SGI
mined that (througall of our en- So, in one together to President Ikeda
deavors) we will bathe Americansense, a culture leb be there? Re-
society in warm waves of joy.  festival is a means celebrate cently, many mem-
Festivals and conventions ardor putting artinto ~ their maost bers have asked
common in America, of course.the lives of ordi- . me: “When will
The Republicans and Democratsary people. Inan- noble beheﬁg’ President lkeda be

hold political conventions every other sense, such I ———
four years, for example. Andfestivals are a
we've all heard of religious rallies means by which Will he come next
hosted by different groups. each participant can polish his oyear or the year after?” So | let
There’s value, | believe, in herlife; it's an opportunity to chal- them know that | do not currently
bringing people together to celedenge ourselves through faith have any schedule of President
brate their most noble beliefs angractice and study, using our bodtkeda coming. | remember |
to share a vision for the future. ies and minds. asked President Ikeda the same
Our upcoming festival pro-  Ifyou've ever been on the field question a couple of years ago. |l
mises to be something uniquein a crowded stadium or on stagesaid, “Please come to the United
something truly wonderful—but, in a concert hall, you know thatStates soon!”
as in all our activities, success othere’s tremendous energy and ex- He replied, “When you are
failure hinges on our faith and ourcitement generated by a unifiedeady, I'm ready.”
sense of mission. With this inaudience. In the same way, a cul- In other words, our challenge
mind, I'd like to offer some ture festival builds unity, and is to make the organization ready
thoughts regarding such culturamakes us feel that we are part ofo welcome President Ikeda atan
events. something bigger than ourselvesmoment. We will make this hap-
« Culture festivals are inte- We're each small eagles, so t@en through our expansion move-
gral to the SGI's goal of secur- speak, but the festival gives us anent, our fight against the evil
ing world peace.We all know sense that together we're a hugdunction of Nikken and his priest-
that hatred and ignorance breedoaring eagle. hood, by continually challenging
war. Culture and education, onthe < Culture festivals are pure our personal goals and dreams
other hand, cause peace to grovexpressions of joy, praise and each day, and by helping each
By culture, | don’'t mean anything mission. Nichiren Daishonin member to become happy and ful-
snobbish or exclusionary. Ratherwrote: “Bear in mind that the filled.
| mean a broad expression of outwenty-eight chapters of the Lotus  I'm looking forward to the up-
shared humanity. Sutra contain only a few passagesoming festival and am deter
President Ikeda once describe@lucidating the truth, but a greatmined to work toward its success
culture as “an exquisite flowermany words of praise”The with all my heart. WT]

coming to the
United States?

For WoMEN

The ‘World
Tribune’ Always
in Hand

For Naomi Sasaki, the
organizational newspaper became
her ‘bridge across the barriers of
language, culture, race and gender.

By NAOMI SASAKI

L.A. #1 REGION WD LEADER

to open doors, develop new
relationships and create lastt
n the early, formative ing friendships.
days of the SGI-USA, Today, I still have two sub-
there were no publica- scriptions to it— one for my-
tions or other resourcesself, to keep in my scrapbook,
for non-Japanese speakingnd the other to share.
members to learn about the Close to 10 years ago, my
greatness of Nichiren Dai-family and | moved into our
shonin’s Buddhism. And be- current home. | made a de
cause of the language barrietermination then that | would
the pioneer members had asomehow use thé/orld Tri-
difficult time inviting Amer- buneto reach out and get to
icans to discussion meetingsknow our neighbors. Over
Consequently, they morethe course of time, we estab
often befriended other Japaniished a friendship with an
ese with whom they older couple on our
could communicate block. Whenever |
comfortably. see aWorld Tri-
To these pio- bunearticle that
neer members, i’ I think may be of
seemed as if the interest to them,
seeds of kosen- such as Presi-
rufu would take a dent lkeda’s dia-
long time to flour- logue “The Third
ish in the United States. Stage of Life,” | give them a
The few Americans who copy of the paper.
began to meetwith the Japan- Lastyear, the husband was
ese pioneers initially had ahospitalized. | found articles
hard time understandingabout health to share when
Buddhism. Of course, theymy family and | went to visit
chanted and received manyhim, and we encouraged him
benefits. But they wanted toto chant. When the Global
study and learn more. Family Festival was held here|
Recognizing the need toin March, we invited the cou-
fill this void — so that kosen- ple. They attended and really
rufu could spread through-enjoyed the event. My next
out the United States — SGlgoal is to invite them to a dis-
President Ikeda establishectussion meeting!
the World Tribune lIts first | think of the World Tri-
issue was published in Au-buneas an invaluable re-
gust 1964. The pioneer memsource for information on
bers were happy to use thihow to live life; President
new publication, calling it lkeda’s guidance is an in-
the missile of American struction manual on how we
kosen-rufu. can become happy human be
| remember the first sen-ings. | want to share this re-
tence | learned in Englishsource not only with my
after | arrived in the United members but all people with
States: “How would you like whom | come in contact.
to come to our life-philoso- Through my experience of
phy meeting?” | would al- sharing this publication with
ways have a copy of themy neighbors, | am beginning
World Tribunein hand. It be- to understand the importance
came my bridge across theof planting the seeds for
barriers of language, culture kosen-rufu beyond my own,
race and gender; my wedgedamiliar backyard. W}
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AVote of Confidence

ARCHIVE PHOTOS

Sally McKee takes a
closer look at the
political figure she hated
(and even razzed!) — and
finds a man worthy of
respect.

By SALLY MARKS McKEE

MESA, ARIZ.

was taught to hate Barry
Goldwater. As a young girl

growing up in Arizona, | would Barry Goldwater

delightin blowing raspberries at

his campaign TV ads when hetrue because | had seen the im- And then we started hearinggroups. No rhetoric, no char-
ran against Lyndon Johnson foages on the television thatabout the humanistic side ofacter assassinations or mud
president in 1964. My youngershowed a little girl innocently Barry Goldwater, and aboutslinging — just the informa-

brother, Terry, and | vehementlypicking flowers in a field and how he stood up for his convic-tion voters need to make an
booed and hissed every time we¢he dramatic shot of a nucleations. We heard how he be-informed decision.
saw Mr. Goldwater’s picture in mushroom cloud. It scared thefriended and worked for Ari-
heck out of me.
Through the years, howevercontributed money to the Na-many times Barry Goldwater
staunch Chicago democratsmy attitude changed. My bosstional Association for the Ad- entered the senate race in Ari-
and even though we migrated tdRosemary, worked on Goldwa-vancement of Colored Peoplezona, | never cast a ballot for
Arizona two years before theter’s senate campaign, and shand desegregated his departiim. But | admire him for his
election, my parents’ political missed an opportunity to havement store and the Arizona Airhonesty, his dedication to his
views never left the Windy City. her photo taken with him. National Guard many years earfriends — regardless of their
Both my mom and dad saw thelWhen the senator heard ofier. Many of his dear friends ethnicity, political views or reli-

venerable Arizona senator as &osemary’s disappointment,had political views that were di- gion — and his humanitarian ef-
dangerous man whose hawkislshe received an invitation toametrically opposed to his, butforts. He may not have received
stance on the Vietnam Warcome to the Goldwaters’ homehe didn't let that distort his view my vote, but he will always have
could only resultin nuclear an-to have a photo taken togetherof their character.
Rosemary knew my husband, He spoke out against oppo-
Of course, | knew this wasJohn, was a good photogranents of President Clinton’s planwould've preferred the lattellii

the newspaper.
| came from a family of

nihilation.

pher, and she asked if he wouldo lift the ban against openly ho-
take the photograph. mosexual military service mem-

The photo session was a suchers and pooh-poohed the com-

cess, and John came back promise offered by Sen. Sam
changed man. He hadn'texacthyNunn (D.-Ga.), saying, “The
blown raspberries at Goldwa-compromise doesn'’t deal with
ter's picture like | had (oh, OK, the issue — it tries to hide it.”
| admit it — | did it a few times Opposition to lifting the gay ban
as an adult, too), but John was navas, he said, “just plain dumb.”
Goldwater fan either. He was also one of the

But something changed thafounders of Project Vote
day. My normally skeptical Smart, comprised of individu-
husband related how warm andils from a variety of back-
friendly the senator was, andgrounds dedicated to getting
he strongly believed this to beout accurate information about
the real man, not a political,political candidates’ voting
baby-kissing ploy. John sensedecords, campaign finances
a humanitarianism in the con-position statements, back-
servative revitalizer of the Re-grounds and the evaluations
publican Party that | neverdone on them by more than 8(
thought existed. competing special interest

I've been a registered voter

zona's Native Americans, since | was 18, and during the

my respect.
And, somehow, | think he

From SGI President Ikeda:

[ Evenjustafewwords spokenwith
honesty by a person of pure faith
can deeply penetrate another’s
heart. On the other hand, if one’s
words are vague and uncertain,
they will lack the freshness and
the power to move others. (Sept.
19,1997, World Tribune, p. 13)

L] True concern for others manifests
itselfas unconditional frigndship.
To be considerate means that the
more someone is suffering, the
more love you showthem. It gives
you the courage to help another
stand up. And it means recogniz-
inganother person’s unhappiness
forwhatitis, trying to understand
and share his or her suffering.

TO THEWISE

WORDS

CARING FOR OTHERS

tionships; people alienated and
forlornas aresult of family dis-
cord or broken homes. We have
shared people’s sufferings and
risen together with them. (Qct.

Friends enjoy the cherry blossoms together on spring
mornings and then they are gone, carried away like
the blossoms by the winds of impermanence, leaving
nothing but their names. Although the blossoms
have scattered, the cherry trees will bloom again with
the coming of spring, but when will those people be
reborn? (“Letter to Niike,” The Major Writings of
Nichiren Daishonin, vol. 1, p. 255)

17,1997, World Tribune, p.12)

] Genuineleaderswork withtireless
devotiontosupportandencourage
the members, make regular efforts
to visit others and engage them in
dialogue. Thisisapoint Iwantyou
to clearly understand. (Sept. 19,
1997, World Tribune, p. 14)

L] Ifonly large meetings were held, it
would be difficult for all members
to gainheartfelt understandingand
make a deep determination infaith.

This will enable you to grow and
at the same time help the other
person become strong. Consid-
erationistraining ourselvesinthe
art of encouraging others. (Aug.
15,1997, World Tribune, p. 10)

[ Letusmakeeachdayandeachyear
one of growth and fresh, exciting

possibilities. One importantway to
do this is by meeting with our fel-
low members, speaking with and
encouragingas many peopleaswe
can. Qur spirits are lifted when we
do so; we are invigorated and re-
juvenated. Limitless benefit and
good fortune adorn those who
cherish the members above all,
who, rather than meeting the fa-

The importance of giving detailed

mous or powerful, would happily consideration to the situation of

meet sincere members. (July 4,
1997, World Tribune, p. 8)

1 Our movement's history is one
of extending a helping hand to
those suffering, those lost and
forgotten. To people exhausted
by sickness and poverty; people
devastated by destructive rela-

each person through one-on-one
dialogue cannotbe emphasizedtoo
strongly; giving individual encour-
agement should be our primary
concern. The SGl has developedto
the extent it has because we have
steadfastly adhered to this princi-
ple. (August 1997 Living Bud-
dhism, p. 36)
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New Logo Not a Hit such, we do MAILBOX masthead priest shortly before the executions af

notneedto be looks more the three brothers.
| understand that change is a naturabnsistently like a tabloid. Given the fact that this Atsuhara Per
function of life. The fact is, everything changing things, such as the masthead of If the subject of redesigning the logcsecution convinced the Daishonin tha
in life changes. Nothing stays the sameur newspaper, just to keep from fallindnas been up for discussion, why not holthe time had come to inscribe the Dai

—

Nonetheless, even change can be mareo any ruts. In fact, our newspaper frona contest and open it up to all the member§&ohonzon, it makes much more sense

trendy than necessary. Sometimegage should be consistent and immedi- — DEBRA WILLIAMS, New York to me if he had chosen either one of

change is not necessarily good. ately recognizable to anyone as the voice these martyrs, not afictitious person, as
My point or question is — why of the SGI-USA. . a representative of all his believers.

change th&Vorld Tribunés headline? It~ Whether or not we like it, we areNew Attitude — KATSUMI SOHMA, Boston

looks cheap and not befitting such @dged by appearances. This is espe-

quality publication. cially from the people we want to ap-Regarding the article “Looking Into theEditor’'s note: These two are common

— CHARLES BATEMAN, peal to — non-members. All the memHearts of Another’s Faith” (June 19theories of Yashiro Kunishige’s iden
Newark, N.J. bers already know the importance ofPerspective”): At last and finally, thetity. Yet another one is that Yashiro wa
theWorld Tribune. World Tribuneand a member talk aboutthe donor of the camphor wood upon
First, many thanks and my deepest re- Our masthead should be dignifiedthe arrogance that has been predominanhich the Dai-Gohonzon was in-
spect for the continuing efforts to im-look professional and be immediatelyn the SGl about other people’s faiths andcribed. Josei Toda was aware of thes
prove the publications. | am a magazinescognizable as what it is (ttWworld ways of achieving world peace. theories but personally believed (act
editor myself, and | know how muchTribuné. It should alsoimmediately re- The SGI alone cannot achieve worldording toThe Collected Works of Josei
work goes into every issue. flect the importance and dignity of ourpeace. There are many people in thifodg) that the Yashiro Kunishige on the
However, | must express my reactiompractice to non-members. | believe thaworld who have taken spiritual paths dif-Dai-Gohonzon was a fictitious person
to theWorld Tribundogo re-design. 1 do you should immediately return to theferent than ours, who are just awesomen ideal believer, who existed in the
NOT NOT NOT like it at all. (No offense previous masthead, which fits these criand have made a positive difference iDaishonin’s heart and represents al
to the designer. It's fine in itself, graphi-teria — simple, direct, dignified andthis world, whether they chant or not. believers of the Daishonin’s teachings.
cally.) It's just that the previous, long-immediately recognizable. Let's work on correcting this preva-
time logo, has a nobler, more “newspa- | would suggest that you replace théent attitude in our fellow SGI members. .
per-like” appeal. The new logo looksslogan which appeared undertherld  It's the best way to achieve kosen-rufu.Like the Moon
cartoony. It makes th&orld Tribune Tribunename, “The Year of Victory... — MARIA LOVALVO, San Francisco

(2]

o

look like a local neighborhood paper. New Century,” with a permanent slo- | feel it's great that th&Vorld Tribune
I'm reminded of the infamous Cocagan, to appear where the other did: . “Mailbox” features a wide variety of

Cola logo re-design. If it ain’t broke, “Supporting the Buddhism of NichirenYaShII'O, the Martyr? opinions and comments. What bothers

don't fix it.... Daishonin in America.” We need to re- me is when letters are cruel, attacking

Anyway, keep up the good work, butmember that we know we are Bud{ have difficulty in believing that the writers of previous letters or articles.
I'm beggin’ya, please give us back thelhists, and our paper should immediNichiren Daishonin inscribed the Dai- Like the moon, that great body of

old logo. (Note to Logo Designer: It'sately tell people what we are. Gohonzon with an ideal, fictitious per-work in the sky, some writers illuminate

a thankless job.) Your easier-to-read index is not easson in his mind (June 19 “Mailbox”). others, but others seem to only create
— VALERIE KURITA, New York iertoread. Infact, it could be confusingLet me introduce the account | learnedarkness. Even when the latter speak

Your previous index, “Inside This Week,”during my practice in Japan. the truth, it is only an eclipse.

The NEWWWWWWWWWWWW-  was simple and straightforward. This Itis possible that Yashiro was one of As a disciple of Nichiren Daishonin,

WWW! World Tribunes GGGGRRR- new one simply looks cluttered. the three martyrs of Atsuhara. The threkwill always strive to be the kind of per-

EEEEAAAAATTTTTT! | really like | have been reading théorld Tribune brothers who were beheaded are knowson who illuminates the world.

the changes, and it is starting to lookor a number of years now, and | stillas Jinshiro, Yagoro and Yarokuro. Tra- — DON HANSBROUGH, Seattle

like a modern newspaper. think the best format — easiest to readitionally, however, brothers would

— RICHARD C. WISEMAN, and most usable — was the format useaften have the same sound in their .
Columbus, Ohio in the late 1970s. | would also suggestames — Y in this case — followed ENcouraging Rays
that theWorld Tribuneconsider once by consecutive numbers such gs

I received the lateVorld Tribunen the more running some advertisements. Petfour), go (five), androku (six). So | have been an SGI member for thre|
mail last night, and | was appalled. Firsthaps from Buddhist-related supplier$Yashiro” may have been the originalyears, and | have been struggling pe|
| did not immediately recognize it andsuch as altar makers. This would serveame for the oldest of the Atsuharaonally to keep my head above water wit
almost threw it away with the junk mail,two purposes: One is that it would let udrothers. Honoring his courage andany practice. With the encouragemern
which | never read. Additionally, | think members know where to find such pedfirm faith, [the prefix] jin” (meaning from an extraordinary leader, Ms. In-
your “new look” actually looks more ple, and second you could use the mongod) was given to him, thus he wagram, | am making it through. Reading
like some of the efforts | have gotten irfor better paper and ink.... called Jinshiro. [SGI President Ikeda’s speech] “A Ray of
the mail from some of the Christian out— WILLIAM COWELL, Jessup, Md. According to theGosho Jiten Light”(July 10)really moved me and ac-
fits, photography companies and sport- (Gosho Dictionary), there was anothetually made a difference in the way | view
ing goods dealers. Some of the changes to Wverld Tribune believer with the name of Yashiro in At-my practice. Thank you for the encourr
Some facts you need to keep in mind afgave been good, but | must say that thihara. He was assassinated by weaagement and keep up the good work.
that we are a mature organization. Asew logois not very good. As itis now, theiors who were associated with a local— KAREN ST. HILAIRE, Brooklyn, N.Y.

~ @

=5

T 2 cuar 2 2ree oy e L

| OurPurpose: The SGI-USA (Soka Gakkai International-USA) promotes peace and individ- 1 Getthe ‘World Tribune’ at Home
SGI§ ual happiness based on Nichiren Daishonin’s Buddhism. Peace is inseparably linked with I' 56 months $28 (26 issues) |
scumenoniows | €ACH individuals’ happiness; SGI-USA members, through their faith, seek to become happier 1 01 year $50 (52 issues) New Orders Onl |
and contribute to society. The SGI exists in 128 countries and was founded in Japan in 1930. 1 0 3 years $110 (156 issues) Y

rl:)frulr“n?:teion Our Practice: The basic practice is chanting Nam-myoho-renge-kyo to the Gohonzon, our : O Check/money order enclosed O Please bill me mﬁ\ :
contact the | obiect of devotion. According to Nichiren Daishonin, chanting this phrase allows us to be in 1 ) PO. Box 1427 1
SGI-USA harmony with the universe and create great value. Faith in this principle is gained through 1 Name (Please print) Saﬁtei Monica CA |
community practical experience. | Address 90406-1 42'7 |
center near- Nichiren Daishonin, a 13th-century Japanese priest, championed the Lotus Sutra, which I city 1
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Pecey NAHAS FOSTER, BELLINGHAM , WASH.

KICKED OUT OF HER
COMFORT ZONE

Photo by WAYNE GREENOUGH

she has faced. She gains the courage to face an even greater challenge: losing weight.

ast December, | found trate on other concerns or goalsnost amazing thing was hap+orone thing, | was losing weightl moved with purpose to take ap-
myself standing in the  Iwas staying awake like an owlpening: The “brain cramp” | had — partly because | was no longepropriate action when a student
unemployment line for all night. My whole world seemed lived with for 13 years was re- snacking at my desk. | was yellingwas injured by a basketball. |
the first time in my life. to be collapsing around me. “Iflaxing, releasing a surge of creat my daughter a lot less, andstopped fist fights, mediated
After 13 years of full-time em- you have time to worry, you haveative juices...all over my house!Denny and | were getting alongminor disputes and gained the re-
ployment, the lawyers | workedtime to chant,” a young women’sl became quite manic about decbetter than ever. My familjked spect of the school administrators.
for dissolved their partnership,divisionleader once told me. Well,orating. | attacked our househaving me at home. Recently, a long-term substi-
and | was laid off. | was worrying all right. | was tor- with a glue gun and paint. | had  Butthe state requires those whaute secretarial job opened up. It
| felt lost. I'm not big on menting myself with feelings of never realized that | was capableollect unemployment to look for needed to be filled by someone
change. In fact, | loathe changeinadequacy. | felt valueless. of creating decorative art, butwork. Whenever | thought of look- with strong secretarial skills, and
I had no idea how to manage Also, | have always told my- suddenly, | had the time, energying for a job, my old feelings of in- the director of Special Education
my time when not devoting self that no one will take me seri-and brain capacity to unleash myadequacy would jump rightin.  asked for me. ME!
every iota of mental capacityously because of my Rubenesqubkidden talent on the world. Even so, | applied for one job | now climb about 60 steps
to working. And | had no idea physique. This is how | imagined and was called for an interview. Ifour times a day — I'm grateful
how to be a stay-at-homeclosed-door discussions would| t reminded me of somethingencountered an obstacle that for the exercise, especially since
mom. Although my tenure as ago after interviewing me forapo- I SGI President lkeda said inhadn’t expected: stairs. The intera recent medical examination in-
legal assistant had been drainsition: “She’s so lazy.” “Fat peo- Daily Guidance volume 2: “Re- view was held on the second floodicated that I'd better lose weight,
ing and had squelched my creple can't even take care of theimember that for one who chantof a building without elevators. and fast. Size acceptance will al-
ativity, it was a nice, safe rou-own bodies and health. JustimagNam-myoho-renge-kyo, even inHuff, puff. It was all | could do to ways be an issue | take a stance
tine, without challenge — andine how ineffective an employeethe midst of pitch-black anguish,not let the interviewers see my exon, but not if I'm so unhealthy that
was, defhitely, unchanging.  that fat girl would be!” the lotus blossom, the Law of thehaustion after climbing 30 steps.| can’'t speak out. | am determined
My husband, Dennis, and I had It was about a month later thatotus that is the flower of supreme  The panel asked me about myo keep losing weight. And with-
just reached that elusive incomé began pulling myself up out of satisfaction, can be made to bloonattitude toward working with out grumbling about it.
bracket known as “comfortable.” the pit of despair and was able t@nd send forth its fragrance.”  children, which has been nur- Since Ilostmy old job, my life
We had signed papers to buy oudiscuss my situation with a  Well, | was bloomingTwice tured by active participation in has blossomed (right out of the
house amonth earlierand had takemomen'’s division leader. Sheevery weekday | watched a homethe SGI-USA. Our organization mud, like a lotus flower) — even
asizable second mortgage tofinislsaid that when she was feelindamprovement show callethte- is an incredible venue to learnafter losing a good salary and
some much-needed renovations. depressed, she called or visitedior Motives on the Discovery how to deal with people of all having to face challenges | never
But without a job, | lost di- members. | didn't feel like call- Channel. Watching those firstages and temperaments. Myhought | was ready to handle.
rection in my daily life. | be- ing or visiting members. But | episodes, | was filled with enthu-positive attitude and strong sec- Where there is fear, there is
came depressed and fretful. thanted for them to come to mesiasm. | remember saying overetarial skills landed me theno creativity. Life force, wisdom
struggled to recite the sutraAnd they did! One former mem- and over: “| can do that. | can do(dreaded) new job...as a substiand victory had always been at
every day and chanted simplyber, two longtime friends of the that.” The motto ofnterior Mo- tute secretary and instructionalmy fingertips...l just had to be

for the sake of chanting — be-SGI-USA (my cousins!) and onetivesis “Where there is fear, thereassistant at a local school. kicked out of my comfort zone
cause it was routine, because ifriend all starting practicing with is no creativity.” to realize it. W]
was normal. (I couldn’t let every me at the beginning of the year. | transformed our house from~] " his was a big move for me.

part of my life change!) | Itwas during this “comingto Spartan and utilitarianto an oasis I Well, becauséhad to move. If you're interested in contribut-

chanted to have life force, wis-the end of the dark, nasty tunnel’of light, fabric and color. Day by All of my fears of being discrim- ing to this section, please call us
dom and victory, things | alwaysphase that | found myself itchingday, as | transformed the house, ihated against because of my sizat (310) 451-8811 or e-mail us
chant for when | can’t concen-to do something productive. Thefound that | was changing, too.proved unfounded. For example at SokaNews@aol.com.

‘Third Stage’ dialogue series continues




n talking to young people
Iacross the country, there is
one issue that comes up
frequently — especially when I
speak with young women. It’s
their concern with their physi-
cal appearance and, more
specifically, with their weight.
The media is filled with ex-
amples of how society says that
women are supposed to look.

\

With modern technology, it’s
easy to use computers to alter
photographs and even moving
images to make a woman taller
and thinner, her lips bigger and
nose smaller. The image that
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By COLLEEN BACHMAN  High School Division Leader

many young women are suffer-
ing to attain is often not even
real.

One modern psychologist
writes: “Beauty is the defining
characteristic for American
women. It’s the necessary and
often sufficient condition for
social success. It’s important
for women of all ages, but the
pressure to be beautiful is

most intense in adolescence.
Girls worry about their clothes,
makeup, skin and hair But
most of all they worry about
their weight.”

I, too, often struggle with this
pressure, especially since I live
in Los Angeles and work in the
entertainment industry. For
many years, this was the most
troubling issue for me: I

thought that if only I were a lit-
tle prettier or thinner, I could
finally accomplish my goals.
Many times, I felt so self-con-
scious that I was uncomfort-
able meeting with people; I
couldn’t get the kind of respect
that I so desperately wanted.

There is a particular passage
from one of SGI President Ike-
da’s speeches that often en-
courages me: “All you need to
do is just keep on polishing
and training yourself as you
steadily advance toward your
goal. After all, you are you,
not someone else. There is no
need for you to compare your-
self with others; your life be-
longs to no one but you. The
important thing is, what do
you really feel in the depths of
your life?”

It wasn’t until recently, how-
ever, that my attitude toward
myself finally changed. This
spring I achieved my long-
awaited goal of visiting Japan. I
asked a women’s division
leader there how I could en-
courage young women about
this issue.

She said that Nam-myoho-
renge-kyo is so powerful that
there is nothing we cannot
achieve through chanting. It
brings out inner beauty that
you cannot get from a salon or

plastic surgery, she said. This
inner beauty is a light that
comes out of your life.

I was also fortunate to attend
a meeting with SGI President
Tkeda. He looked so confident,
so strong — so unstoppable.
Then it occurred to me: I'd
been asking myself all the
wrong questions. Instead of
asking myself how I could
change this or that about my-
self, I began to ask myself: “For
what purpose was I born? For
what reason has everything
that has happened to me oc-
curred? For what mission am I
everything that I am?”

The truth of the matter, I re-
alized, is that every cell and
fiber in your body exist for a
profound reason — so that
you can fulfill your mission.
Everything that happens to
you happens for the same rea-
son. This is more important
than any superficial concern
could ever be.

As President Ikeda also
says: “Always base your lives
on faith, whether or not oth-
er people recognize your ef-
forts. Those who strive in this
manner are the most beauti-
ful and respectworthy; they
live the most noble and ad-
mirable lives.”

Two in a series

RUNWAY TO THE 21ST CENTURY

The 1st Annual
‘Seize the Day’
Essay Contest
THEME:

The role of youth in improving
the world these last couple of
years before the 21st century
CATEGORIES:

Junior High School

High School

College

General Youth

DEADLINE: Oct. 2, 1998

“Seize the Day” invites all
youth division members to
share their thoughts on the
social responsibilities  of
youth in these last couple of
years until the 21st century.
These years have been
likened to a runway to the
next century. How can the
power of youth change our

world for the better as we
rush down this runway?

Be as specific as possible
about what you think youth
need to change, and how you
think that they can do it.

The length is 900-1,200
words,  typed, double-
spaced. A special committee
will judge the essays on the

ESSAY CONTEST

quality of writing, the depth
of thought, originality “and
whether you include con-
crete examples. The top
three finishers in each cate-
gory will have their essays
published in “Seize the Day”
in 1999.

To enter: Send your essay
and a photo of yourself to

“Seize the Day,” 525 Wilshire
Blvd., Santa Monica, CA
90401 or seize@sgi-usa.org.
Indicate which category you
are entering and include your
return address, phone num-
ber and e-mail address (if
you have one). All essays be-
come the property of “Seize
A4

the Day.” 7
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Their hearts aflame
with a sense of justice,
youth should never fail
to seize the moment, to
stand up....

— SGI President lkeda,
Aug. 17, 1997

~ eize the Day,” the
SGI-USA youth divi-

€~ sion pullout, is
published as a service
for World Tribune readers,
appearing in the fourth
issue of the World Tribune
each month. To subscribe
to the World Tribune,
please call us at (800)
835-4558 or e-mail us at
SGI Subs@aol.com.

The SGI-USA (Soka Gakkai
International-USA) has a
strong commitment to
youth — hence the SGI-USA
youth division. This divi-
sion supports young peo-
ple in practicing Nichiren
Daishonin’s Buddhism, in
developing their lives and
in contributing to society.
Within the division are
concentrated groups like
the junior high and high
school divisions, the
student division (college
students), musical per-
forming groups, the
young men’s and women’s
divisions and service
groups. To find out about
youth activities in your
area, please contact the
SGI-USA community center
nearest you or call our na-
tional headquarters at
(310) 451-8811.

We want to know what
you think of “Seize the
Day” and need your
ideas. Send your letters
to the World Tribune,
525 Wilshire Blvd.,

Santa Monica CA, 9o40l.
By fax to (310) 260-8910.
Or by e-mail to
seize@sgi-usa.org.

Special thanks for this is-
sue to Ed Feasel (youth di-
vision leader), Ellen Brown
(design & layout) and
Amir Kaspian and Bobbie
Stemple (communicators). 7’

RETURN ofthe YPC

By YVETTE EDMOND and DARIN NELLIS
Youth Peace Committee Leaders

he Youth Peace Confer-
ence is back with a new
organization, new name
and exciting new projects!

The SGI-USA YPC was cre-
ated by SGI President lkeda
in 1991 to harness the pas-
sion and power of youth to-
ward the realization of the
SGI’s goals of 1) supporting
the work of the United Na-
tions in building a peaceful
world and 2) fostering youth
who will exercise real leader-
ship in the 21st century.

You may recall reading
about or participating in
past YPC seminars like “Hu-
man Rights, Human Respon-
sibilities” (New York, 1991)
and “Environmental Securi-
ty: A Basic Human Right”
(New York, 1992) or other
YPC projects like Books for
Africa (1993), the U.N. Re-
form  Research  Group
(1993), UN50 Renaissance
activities (1995) and the
“Treasuring the Future: Chil-
dren’s Rights and Realities”
exhibition (1995—present).

NEW YPC ORGANIZATION

The new YPC has changed
its name to the Youth Peace
Committee and has been reor-
ganized with two national co-
ordinators in Los Angeles,
Yvette Edmond and Darin
Nellis, working with regional
coordinators: Sandy Wolf and
Alex Lickerman in Chicago,
Yasuko (Coco) lkeda and
Jonathan Lakritz in San Fran-
cisco and Denise Royal and
Hiro Sakurai in New York.
You may contact the regional
coordinators through the cul-
ture centers in their cities.

OUR MISSION, VISION
AND PURPOSE

The YPC will develop and
support activities that pro-
mote humanistic values, that
are global in scope and that
foster the passion and power

of youth. As part of this, the
YPC is determined to support
the realization of President

Ikeda’s annual peace propos-
als. To effectively carry this
out, the YPC will focus its ef-
forts on two levels: 1) re-
sponding to the most timely
and important global issues
of the day; and 2) engaging in
dialogue and activities that
address the causes underlying
global problems and promot-
ing mutual understanding
and awareness among people.

Responding to President
Ikeda’s declaration that “the
role and responsibility of in-
dividuals, as the protagonists
who shape history, are des-
tined to grow,” the YPC is de-
termined to accomplish its
mission through the united
efforts of individual youth
around the world. By creating
a global grass-roots network
of youth and youth organiza-
tions — both Buddhist and
non-Buddhist — we can re-

spond to global problems
and promote understanding
and awareness with one pow-
erfully united voice.

Imagine if individual youth
and youth organizations
around the world worked to-
gether to prevent human
rights abuses or to promote
greater awareness and appre-
ciation for the environment.
This type of united action
would shift the power out of
the political arena and into
the grass-roots arena of the
people. This is the type of
global youthful power for
which the YPC seeks to be a
catalyst.

PROJECTS

Our goal is to participate in
projects that will lead to
change in people’s behavior,
relationships and under-
standing about global issues.
Projects that reflect the
YPC’s determination to re-

spond to global issues may

include participation in envi-
ronmental, anti-nuclear, bio-
logical weapons and other
humanitarian campaigns or
initiating action for U.N.
support and/or reform. Pro-
jects designed to promote
greater understanding
among all people may in-
clude  cross-cultural
change programs, global
youth summits and mock
U.N. Through
these activities, we hope to

ex-

activities.

create alliances with other
youth and youth organiza-
tions around the world and
even produce scholarly pa-
pers and studies.

The YPC is currently com-
pleting its Nonviolence Pro-
ject, which was developed by
New York youth division
members. The project will in-
clude a nonviolence video
and information kit and will
be available to the general
public and  distributed
throughout the SGI-USA at
the district level. The infor-
mation kit will include group
exercises, topics on violence
and conflict resolution and a
detailed list of resources.

HOW TO GET INVOLVED
WITH YPC ACTIVITIES

In his 1998 peace proposal,
President Tkeda says that “all
people should actively strive
that
threaten the survival of hu-

to confront issues
mankind and the sanctity of
human life.”

The YPC wants to encour-
age all youth to be involved
in global issues that affect
each of us. The YPC will so-
licit support on a project-by-
project basis from the youth
division.

Please contact your closest
YPC coordinator or call,
write or e-mail Yvette Ed-
mond (yedmond @sgi-
usa.org) at the World
Culture Center for upcoming
YPC activities and any ques-

S

tions regarding the YPC. ¥



STRENGTH drough STUDY

Sdiudy Department Entrance Exann

Three young men from Seattle decided to challenge the SGI-USA Study De-
partment’s Entrance Examination in April. They found out that the test wasn’t
all about memorizing the answers: They learned more about this Buddhism and
strengthened their practice. Studying Nichiren Daishonin’s writings and the
temple issue gave them a whole new perspective on the practice.

Weiston Pratt, 1%

To me, studying for the Entrance Exam
was harder than the actual test. I

crammed the 70 questions into my
head, memorized them and the an-
swers, and went into the test room
nervous. I was asking myself all
kinds of questions such as: “What
if I don’t pass?” “How come I have
to take this test?”

As soon as I went through the test,
I went over all the questions again, dou-
ble-checking them. As I left the test room, a
mega happy “high” hit me about my practice and strengthening
it. Hopefully, I had just aced the Entrance Exam.

Dnandon Petesrson, 14

My experience is about how chanting and the Entrance Exam
have helped me do better in school. From the time I started
school, I could never get good grades. Since starting to practice
Buddhism in 1994, when I was in the fourth grade, I have
gradually improved my grades.

But this did not happen without
a lot of effort. I started getting up
early to do gongyo every morning,
and I do evening gongyo when I
get home from school.

After, I begin the routine of study.
I usually average three to four
hours a night to get all my work
done. During the spring, I play
baseball. So some evenings, I
have no time to study and have §
to make it up on other nights.

During spring break there was no school! No homework!

However, I found out that the Entrance Exam was being given
for people who had never taken it. My junior high school division
leader called to ask if I wanted to come to a study session/pizza
party. Of course, I said yes — to pizza, that is. Anyway, I ended
up studying for one or two hours a day during spring break and
taking the exam. It was fun taking it, and I felt I did pretty good.

I also now know a lot more about Buddhism.

One benefit was when I received my report card, I had high-
er than a 3.0 GPA for the second quarter in a row.

ot Wonna 15

The Entrance Exam was a strange
experience.... The study sessions
A before the exam really prepared
me for it, and when I finally took
it, I knew all the answers.

I am grateful for the support of
friends, family and my district in
preparation for this test. After tak-
ing it, I look forward to studying for

the Elementary Exam next year! 'y

By STEVE GARCIA
West Covina, Calif.

've been a member of the SGI since I was
born. But I really didn’t practice until about
six years ago, when my mom got me involved

in youth division activities.

I have been an avid skateboarder for about two
years. My dream is to one day become a profes-
sional skateboarder. But being a skateboarder can
be difficult. People sometimes look down on you
and say things like “Skateboarding isn'’t really a
sport.” But it is.

Also, it can be hard trying to find a place to
skate. There are people who'll call the police on
you just for skateboarding.

I got my hopes up when I heard rumors about a
skate park being built by West Covina. But the city
just talked about it for a while, and T started to
think they probably weren’t going to build it.

Meanwhile, over the last few months, the mem-
bers here were preparing for the 75th anniversary
of the city. The SGI-USA offered to help coordi-
nate the weekend celebration along with the city.

One day, while the youth division members
were practicing for the event, I heard that the
mayor of West Covina was going to come by to
watch. I had been coming every week to the com-
munity center to help out in preparation for the
event. I knew that I had to ask the mayor about
the skate park that afternoon.

But that afternoon, he brought up the issue of
the skate park to us — he said that he needed
our help to get the city council to approve the
plans. He asked if there were any people there in-
terested in skateboarding. Of course, I ap-
proached him after the meeting. And he
encouraged me to come to the city council meet-

SEIZEcAr
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ing scheduled for that next week.

The mayor was, like, behind me all the way. He
said that I just had to convince the city council
members. Of course, I chanted before I went.

I'm still at the stage in my practice of this Bud-
dhism where I don’t understand everything. I
know there’s something to it, but I don’t under-
stand exactly what it is. When I need something —
for instance, when this skate park issue came up —
I start chanting. I always chant when I'm in trouble
or when I'm trying to get out of something. Or
sometimes I chant for other people like my friends.

Anyhow, I got together a group of about 15 of
my friends from two of the local high schools, and
we all went to that council meeting. I told the
council that I and a couple of my other friends are
at the stage where, if we keep skating like this, in
another seven years we can actually turn pro.

And I told the council that not building the park
was like taking away our dream of skating, be-
cause we don’t have anywhere around here to
skate. Every time we see someone playing basket-
ball inside the school (even though signs say “No
Trespassing”), nobody bothers them. But if they
see us skating, that’s a big old problem.

I told the council straight up that we need a
skate park bad. Everywhere we go, anything we
try to do, even on the street — even on our own
street — we can’t skate there.

I found out that the city council approved our
skate park! It should be finished within the next
year. I think that when I told them about my
dream, they were inspired.

As told to GINA JONES, LA. #4 Region Bureau Leader ¥
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By GREG MARTIN
SGI-USA Study Department Vice Leader

ne of the phrases the
priesthood uses to
bolster its argument

that the Treasure of the Priest
means just the successive high
priests is a quote from Nikko
Shonin’s “The Seven Important
Things About the Transferal of
the Gohonzon™: “I proclaim
that each successive high priest
shall possess the same function
as Nichiren.”
Clearly, this
means that each high priest
should have the same mind as

statement

the Daishonin — or else he
shouldn’t be high priest.
Nikko Shonin here is setting
up an ideal, not some kind of
guarantee. An ideal of which
successive high priests have,
unfortunately, all too often
fallen short.

By LISA JONES
Los Angeles

any religions demo-
Mnize gays and les-
bians, saying that

they’re possesed by evil. To
me, that’s ridiculous; any reli-
gion that makes such a claim
instantly forfeits credibility.
Some people feel, though,
that the SGI has similarly de-
monized Nikken by saying
he’s evil. But while religious
condemnation of gays and les-
bians is rooted in ignorance
and intolerance, the SGI’s
view of Nikken is actually
rooted in compassion.

Emerson wrote: “Good is
positive. Evil is merely priva-
tive, not absolute: It is like
cold, which is the privation of
heat. All evil is so much death
or non-entity. Benevolence is
absolute and real.”

SEIZEcAy

NO DISTINCTIONS?

Yet the priests believe that
statements like these in the
writings of the Daishonin’s
Buddhism mean that by virtue
of a Japanese man’s position as
high priest, he is automatically
endowed with the same heart
as the Daishonin. Claiming
that the phrase in question
means that any high priest is
equal to the Daishonin and
Nikko Shonin, that only the
high priest can inherit the
lifeblood of the Law, they inter-
pret all Buddhist doctrine from
this warped perspective.

Conclusions drawn from this
premise include that priests
are superior to laity, that criti-
cizing or speaking to priests as
equals is arrogant — even
slanderous — and that the
high priest cannot make a mis-
take about the Law since by
definition he is the Law.

In the same section of “The
Seven Important Things About
the Transferal of the Gohonzon”
asks, “What is the reason for [the
high priest] signing the seal [sig-
nature] of Nichiren [on the Go-
honzon]?” Nikko Shonin’s
answer is that “the Master [the
Daishonin] said that the tditle
[Nam-myoho-renge-kyo],
Shakyamuni, Taho, Jogyo,
Muhengyo, Fugen, Monji, Shari-
hotsu, Kasho, Bonten, Taishaku,
the Four Heavenly Kings, the
sun, the moon, Kishimojin,
Jurasetsu, Tensho and Hachiman
are all are functions of Nichiren.”

High Priest Nikko then clari-
fies that “the four kinds of be-
lievers who embrace this sutra
[priests, nuns, laymen and lay-
women]” are also functions of
the Daishonin. The point is
that the Daishonin saw these

distinct groups — priests,

WHO'S INTOLERANT?

Thoughts on a Religious Revolution

I  believe authoritari-
that compas- an gate-
sion is ab- keeper.
solute  and It’s clear to
real, and that me who has
evil is the compassion
absence of and  who
compassion. : doesn’t.

Nichiren & W hen
Daishonin’s [ people say
compassion P that the SGI
opened the is intolerant
door to en- N because it
lighten- recognizes
ment and the evil of
absolute Nikken, 1

freedom for all living beings.
And Nikken is trying to close
and lock the door by teach-
ing that if people want to ac-
cess Buddha wisdom, they
have to go through him first.
The SGI is fighting to keep
the Daishonin’s Buddhism
open to all people, with no

apply my own Tolerance Lit-
mus Test: Are women allowed
to become priests? Are non-
Japanese people? Are people
who are openly gay or les-
bian...? You get the point: The
answer is always no.
So who’s intolerant?
Four in a series

nuns, laymen and laywomen
— as one. He considered
them all functions of the Dai-
shonin, i.e., Buddhas, just as
he considered the Four Heav-
enly Kings, Shakyamuni,
Taho, etc., as Buddhas.

Taken in this context, “Each
successive high priest shall pos-
sess the same function as
Nichiren” cannot mean that
only the high priest is equal to
the Daishonin and Nikko Shon-
in or that only the high priest
can inherit the lifeblood of the
Law. Using this passage to justi-
fy the superiority of the high
priest is, then, a distortion. It
has been taken out of context
and cannot provide a doctrinal
basis for the priests’ assertions.

As 1 said in the last install-
ment, if the priesthood’s inter-
pretation of the Treasure of the
Priest is false, then every posi-

By JEFF FARR
SGI-USA Student Division Leader

n the February “Seize
~ Ithe Day,” I reported on
.E Nikken’s array of inter-
@ national legal troubles be-
D yond the Seattle Incident

trial. There’s more to report
"8 now, five months later:
€ ¢ In April, a Nichiren
~ Shoshu priest, Yukan Sasaki,
was deported from South
.= Korea for engaging in propa-
@ gation and collecting dona-
® tions there — both activities
that his visa did not allow.
¢ In May, the Sao Paulo Dis-
trict Court issued an interim or-
der returning control of Ichijo-ji
temple to SGI-Brazil. (A
Supreme Court appeal is still
pending, but this decision was
a major blow to the priests’ six-
and-a-half-year campaign to
steal the temple that SGI-Brazil
members rightfully own.)
¢ Also in May in Japan, the
Nagoya District Court dismissed
Nichiren Shoshu’s attempt to re-

tion it has taken since 1990
crumbles. The SGI, based on
Nichiren Daishonin’s, Nikko
Shonin’s and 26th High Priest
Nichikan’s writings, is correct
in saying that the Treasure of
the Priest is, in the broadest
sense, the entire body of believ-
ers — high priest, priests, laity,
all believers. The high priest is
the Treasure of the Priest in the
same way that priests and lay
believers are, too. In the same
way that you and I are.
Six in a series

gain Hoshin Nakajima’s temple,
Myodo-ji (Nakajima has been a
reformist priest since 1992).

* And then, a high-ranking
priest, Shinwa Goto, was arrest-
ed twice: in May for having sex
with minors — two junior high
school girls he met through a
telephone dating club — and in
June for abducting and raping a
16-year-old girl.

Nikken must have a headache
with all these legal troubles for
his brethen.

You won’t hear about any of
these cases in Nichiren Shoshu
Monthly or at temple meetings,
though. The U.S. temples are
very hush hush about all these
developments — including
even the ongoing Seattle Inci-
dent trial. (By the way, at press
time attorneys for both sides in
that trial are to meet for anoth-
er closed-door session July 24,
with the next regular session ex-
pected in September.) ¥’



