ESSAY

Have you ever asked,
“Why are some men
so reluctant to act?”
See SGI President
Ikeda’s essay about
men’s division
members.

PERSPECTIVE (===

Some very special bod-
hisattvas vow to be
born to certain parents,
Chrys Cohen muses —
to heal deep wounds.
page 14
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What is being young all Here is the image of a yout

: seeking the truth underlying all
about? SGIPresidentlkeda  Jcnomena. But the more hd

tells Soka Unjversity stu- looks for it, the less clear it be-
. comes. When amid the fog hq
dentS atthEIIentranCe Cer- suddemy perceives a point o)

emony thatits about find-  [aft. he is struck bylifes won-
. . . . er. His experience is like a ra
ing ‘a ray of light amid of sunlight breaking through the
s 1 . clouds.
Struggles and hghtmg ones Youth is a time of anxiety, a
life with hope.’ period of constant trial and error.
It means to find a ray of light
ongratulations to all the amid such struggles and lighting
new students! And con- one’s life with hope.
gratulations to your  Learning is the quest for the
families! light of truth.
| respectfully ask the faculty ~ Zhou Enlai once said: “As
and staff to do everything pos-young people we should rejoice
sible to support and encouragé¢hat we are living in these great
these young men and womenand turbulent times. Itis in such °
who are as dear to me as if theyimes that we make progress
noarescearomeas tnenmes v e naie meaeBroadcast Focuses on Violence
ters. Please be strict with therrstrong through tempering.”
in their studies, and look after These are uncertaintimesfol_. , .y s . o . .
them with genuine warmth.  Japan and the world. As we gcPhiladelphia’s ‘Voices in the Family' radio program does a show on teen violence
OnApril 5, 1919, justprior to forward, the turbulence is likely hroadcast live from the SGI-USA community center. ‘There is a poverty of role
returning to China from his stud-to increase. And this is what e e 1 . ,
ies in Japan, the 21-year-oldnakes life interesting. models and spirituality — and most devastating, a poverty of hope, says Dr. Dan

Zhou Enlai composed the fol-  Because Soka University isGottlieb, the show’s host ofsociety today.
lowing poem. He was gazing ondedicated to peace promotion, i ! !

the cherry blossoms in Kyoto’shas to grapple with difficult in a song, “A New Born Friend tured on WHYY, a National
Arashiyama Park in the rain:  challenges and the envy of oth CLAUDE LOMDEN for the World.” Public Radio station, broadcast

ers. But this is exactly what en Nikki Nixon told of losing a one-hour program live from

CORRESPONDENTS

Philadelphia, June 13

The drizzle rustles in ables us to grow and develop. her only son to violence and hethe SGI-USA Philadelphia
deepening mist. This is what will make us strong. struggle to strengthen her faith Community Center.
Suddenly a sunbeam stabs  The cherry trees on campus mid growing national Clips from a video produced by Voices in the Familis hosted
the clouds, are now in full bloom. Cherry alarm over violence America’s Most Wanteoh teen by Dr. Dan Gottlieb, psycholo-
The more enchanting for its trees are beautiful because the caused by youth, theviolence added a somber notegist, family therapist, radio per-
unexpectedness. blossom in the way most natural SGI-USA of Philadel- Once again, however, the hopesonality and Philadelphia In-
Numberless truths to them. | hope all of you will phia’s Youth for Peace and determination of youngquirer columnist. Dr. Gottlieb
Lodge in the world’s likewise always stay true toCommittee hosted a two-hourpeople were expressed in atroughta panel of men involved
complexity. yourselves and cultivate rich,seminar today, which included aoriginal rap presentation calledwith local organizations dealing
The more | search, the moreenduring, wonderful lives. live radio broadcast. “Seeds of Peace” by 18-year-oldwith teen violence: Dr. Michael
confused. The importantthingistohold SGI-USA youth expressedElekeu Roho. Elekeu began d&erguson, staff psychologist at
Then in the haze firm to your beliefs without their determination to take re-discussion group at his school tahe YES (Youth Emergency Ser-
| see a spark, bright and clear, being influenced or swayed bysponsibility for creating changetalk about violence. vices) Center; Michael Harris,
So much more beautiful for for the better. One young man At noon, a local radio pro-
its suddenness. pLeasE SEe LIGHT,5 gave voice to his determinationgram,Voices in the Familyfea- pLEASE SEE YOUTH, 12
Return To: SGI U’;?\VigﬁE:ér?‘i?éageszasidva:si?rg‘%wg nigghtcaAMggrﬁg; CA 90401-1403
8 " REPORT STUDY SPANISH
EH Find out what organizational The Four Heavenly Kings Gosho study material is
25 issues were discussed at the represent the protective featured in this month’s
< most recent CEC meeting. functions of the Law and the Spanish pages.
Ea page 3 Buddha. page7

page 2
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I’m Not
a Coward

By ULISSE GALLO

SGI-USA YOUTH DIVISION STUDY COMMITTEE

Employ the strategy of the
Lotus Sutra before any other....
The heart of strategy and
swordsmanship derives from
the Mystic Law. A coward
cannot have any of his prayers
answered. (“The Strategy of the
Lotus Sutra,” The Major
Writings of Nichiren Daishonin
vol. 1, p. 246)

sually, people cite the last sen-
tence in this quote about a cow-

ard not having his prayers answered.

When | hear this, | think, somewhat
egotistically, “I'm
not a coward!”
Thisthen leads me
to what would ap-
pear to be the log-
ical conclusion—
that my prayers
will be answered
only because I'm

not a coward.
Consistently,
NICHIREN though, | encoun-
DAISHONIN'S|  ter a problem that |
WRITINGS IN| - am unable to work
ACTION

through. | become
frustrated, grap-
pling within my head with all the pos-|
sible ogions and actions | could
take, realizing that nothing is work-
ing out as | had hoped. It is at this
point that | realize, once again,
am employing the strategy of
Ulisse Gallo and not that of the
Lotus Sutra.

I've realized that it's a pattern.
| keep telling myself that | have tg
show actual proof at work and
school while over-scheduling my-
self with activities. With time lim-
ited and goals in mind, | quickly
shift into action first, trying to ac-
complish everything immediately,
only to eventually reach a stand-
still. I begin to feel that maybe my
faith is not as strong as | thought
it was, and self-doubt sets in.

Nichiren Daishonin knew that
we would encounter such difficul-
ties as we practiced true Budt
dhism. So he tells us to employ th
strategy of the Lotus Sutra befor
all others. In other words, chant t
the Gohonzon first! To over-ana;
lyze all my options, then chant and
think — poof! — my prayers will

S

be answered is to be a coward. It is

only when | chanfirst that the
“heart of strategy and swordsman-
ship,” i.e., the correct action that
need to take, will come to me. Itis
only then that my prayers will be
answered.

THE Four HEAVENLY KINGS

Protection to Life

Bringing

enly King Hearer of Many Teachings isyears of persecution and personal hard-
located at the top left corner of the Goship he faced for their failure to protect
honzon, guarding the north. His functiorhim. And many times, he asked himself
is to listen to the Buddhist teachings anthe question foremost on his disciples’
protect the place where the Buddha exwninds: If he were the votary of the Lotus

ON TH E

GOHONZON

STUDYING NICHIREN DAISHONIN’S

pounds them. Directly across, at top righGutra, why didn’t he receive protection?
INSCRIPTIONS ON THE OBJECT OF DEVOTION

appears Great Heavenly King Upholder The answer he offers is profound in its

of the Nation, guarding the east. His funcsimplicity: “The Buddha and Devadatta
tion is to protect the world. At the bottom{who represents the forces of evil] are like
right corner, Great Heavenly King Wide-a form and its shadow — in lifetime after
Eyed guards the west. His function is tdifetime, they are never separated.... If
he Treasure Tower, which ap-discern and punish evil, and encouragiere exists a votary of the Lotus Sutra,
pears in the 11th chapter of theéhe aspiration for enlightenment. then the three types of enemies are
Lotus Sutra, is awe-inspiring in At the bottom left hand corner, Greabound to exist as well"The Major Writ-
many ways, including its size.Heavenly King Increase and Growthings of Nichiren Daishoninvol. 2 [2nd
“It was so high,” the sutra reads, “itguards the south. In the ancient Buddhistd.], p. 170).
reached to the heavenly palaces of theorld view, Increase and Growth was of He also explains that “in an age that
Four Heavenly Kings"The Lotus Sutra particular importance because hslanders the Law, guardian deities will
p. 170). These Four Heavenly Kings apguarded the continent of Jambudvipaake their leave and the various heavenly
pear at each corner of the Gohonzon i@ompared to the other three continentgods will cease to lend their protection”
large, bold characters. this one was said to be a place of fewdMW-2 [2nd ed.], 174).

According to the ancient Indian worldjoys; it was inhabited by people with neg- Understanding all this, the Daishonin
view, the four continents of the worldative karma. For that reason, thoughgaches us that we should be determined
spread out in four directions from MountBuddhism appears there and spreads. Ito-bring alive in our hearts the protective
Sumeru, home of the gods. Indra (Jparease and Growth thus relieves peopfenctions of the Law and the Buddha,
Taishaku or Shakra), originally the godf their sufferings. which encompass those of the Four
of thunder, lived atop Mount Sumeru. The promise of the Gohonzon is thaHeavenly Kings. As indicated by the ap-
The Four Heavenly Kings lived halfwaywe will bring these protective functionspearance of the Treasure Tower, our life-
down it and were his generals. Their jolalive when we open the Treasure Towerondition can expand to a height that had
was to guard the four continents and thef our Buddhahood by chanting Nambeen envisioned only for mythical gods
four directions. myoho-renge-kyo to it. But this doesn’tbut becomes ours through our devoted

In the 26th chapter of the Lotus Sutranean that when we chant, we’'ll autopractice of the Daishonin’s Buddhism.
the Four Heavenly Kings vow to protecimatically be protected. Nichiren Dai-
those who uphold the Law. Great Heavshonin even chided the gods during the

By TERRY ELLIS

CONTRIBUTING EDITOR

Eight in a series
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ON FAITH

Why Do We Need the Gohonzon?

By TED MORINO

SGI-USA STUDY DEPARTMENT LEADER

tion of Buddhahood — depending oraes black in color. Persons in the two ve-
what is written on it. In this vein, the Dai-hicles see them as void. Bodhisattvas
shonin inscribed his own life-conditionsee various different colors in them,
Why do we need an object of de- on the Gohonzon, thus attempting tevhile a person whose seeds of Buddha-
Q votion like the Gohonzon? share a life-condition where Buddhahood have reached full maturity sees
hood or the Mystic Law of Nam-them as Buddhas. So the sutras states:
myoho-renge-kyo illuminates every'lf one can uphold this [sutra], he will
The Gohonzon as a physical obrealm of an individual’s life. In other be upholding the Buddha'’s bodyTle
A ject helps us reveal our Buddhawords, he could inscribe the GohonzoMajor Writings of Nichiren Daishonin
hood. It enhances our practicebecause he fully embodied the Mystiwol. 7, p. 112).
But merely having or seeing a Gohonzohaw. This he proved through his be- We can take the Gohonzon as the
does not determine whether we are acthavior as the Buddha of the Latter Dayduddha’s heart — and also as the
ally revealing our Buddhahood. of the Law. supreme potential within our own heart.
Before the advent of Nichiren Daisho- Buddhism expounds that our liveOur relationship with the Gohonzon is
nin, Buddhist objects of devotion wereexhibit ten worlds: Buddhahood, Bo-like our relationship to our own heart.
wooden statues or pictures of Shakyamudhisattva, Realization, Learning, RapHence, the Daishonin states, “Never
Buddha or other Buddhas or bodhisattvature/Heaven, Tranquillity/Humanity, seek the Gohonzon outside yourself”
By contrast, in the Daishonin’s BuddhismAnger/Belligerence, Animality, Hun- (MW-1, 212).
the inner life-condition of the Buddha, noger and Hell. And that each of these The Daishonin tells us that when fac-
the external form of the Buddha's appeatife-conditions manifests itself accord-ing the Gohonzon “faith alone is what
ance as symbolized by statues, was rixg to our relationship with our imme-really matters” (MW-1, 246). In the
flected through Chinese characters ondiate environment. same respect, he says to “believe in the
paper mandala — the Gohonzon, our Therefore, our life-condition is in- Gohonzon with your whole heart”
supreme object of veneration. The Lavfluenced by the relationship that we crefMW-1, 120).
the seed of enlightenment, is not foundte with our object of devotion. Thisre- Allin all, we practice to the Gohonzon
merely in a Buddha'’s physical charactertationship is crucial to our happiness. to make our innate Buddha nature our
istics. Itis within his or her heart. As the Daishonin writes in “Letter toregular basic life-condition. Attaining
According to the Buddhist view of aHoren™: “As for the characters of theBuddhahood means to solidify our inher-
life-moment possessing 3,000 realmd,otus Sutra [i.e., Gohonzon], a blind perent Buddhahood to where it actually sup-
even an insentient object like a piece afon cannot see them at all. A person withorts the other nine worlds all the time —
paper has the potential to fulfill the functhe eyes of a common mortal sees thethe Gohonzon helps us to do so. i
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CEC Discusses a New Wave
of Propagation

By DAVE McNEILL

MANAGING EDITOR
Miami, June 26-28

have a great positive impact ordo gongyo for you or ask some
society. one else to read the Daishonin’
This year's three focuses —writings on your behalf, propa-
How do you help people becomeéhappy members, nurturinggation is an activity from which
happy? When you help themyouth and strengthening fami-each person can experienc
clearly understand the basics ofies — are best served throughgreat joy, he said. “Even when a
faith, practice and study, peoplean emphasis on these basics @fuest comes to a meeting,” he

will practice joyfully and with faith, it was agreed. In a lecturesaid, “I hope that everyone has
L

self-motivation, thus gaining theon the Daishonin’s writings, the spirit to engage that perso
full benefit in practicing General Director Zaitsu said thain dialogue about Buddhism and
Nichiren Daishonin’s Bud- this age of soft power and self-their lives.”
dhism. Based on this funda-motivated practice shouldn't Remembering the up-and-
mental principle, the Centralkeep us from teaching peopledown cycles of propagation ac-
Executive Committee decidedabout all parts of the practice, estivities in the past, Mr. Zaitsu
this weekend to concentrate orpecially the spirit to help othersalso said that now is the time tg
three specific goals in the nextand see this Buddhism spreadestablish the most appropriate
six months: widely. way to propagate our faith, not
“I think it is very important just for the next five or 10 years

«To ensure that each membefor us to develop a natural spiritbut for a long time into the fu-
knows about, understands ther heart to pray for kosen-rufu,”ture — a way in which people
importance of and is inspired toGeneral Director Zaitsu said.won'tgettired but will find con-
propagate Nichiren Daishonin’s“We should develop warm tinual joy.”
Buddhism, hearts to care for others’ happi- In other business:

 To ensure that each membeness. Those who care for oth-
knows what district he or she isers’ happiness surely care for < A different approach to
in, understands the district rolekosen-rufu.” CEC meetings in 1999 is being
in nurturing members and pro- Continuing on this theme of considered. Several ideas ar
moting kosen-rufu, and partici-teaching people the basics obeing proposed, including re-
pates in district activities, and faith, he quoted SGI Presidentucing the size of the CEC, now

« To ensure that each membelkeda: “If you put 1 percent ef- more than 150 people, to aroun
knows about, understands andort into faith and practice, you 30 or 40. Opinions are being
has the opportunity to subscribewill get out 1 percent of the ben-sought over the next few months
to theWorld Tribune efit.... If you put in 100 percent on this.

effort, you will get 100 percent

The leaders agreed thabfthe benefit.” «A“temple issue hotline” has

spreading understanding and Mr. Zaitsu reiterated the goalbeen established to answer ques

inspiration will help members for each district to welcome twotions and collect information.
to deepen their faith and re-new members per year but alsdhe phone number is (818
ceive immeasurable benefit.expressed his wish that each pelGakkail or (818) 425-5241.
Happy people will in turn not son try his or her best to shar&'here is also a new e-mail ad
only attract more people to thethis Buddhism with others. Justdress for the same purpose: tem
organization’s cause but will as you wouldn’t expect others toplehotline@sgi-usa.org. [

New YMD Leaders App

ointed
==

Photo by ANN MIKS

.

At the Central Executive Committee meeting in Florida, on June 26, four new national young men’s
division vice leaders were appointed: (L-r) Cory Taylor of Los Angeles, Anthony White of Seattle,
Osamu Kaneko of Chicago and Matthew Anton of New York.
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SGI Commended by
Brazilian City of Londrina

The Brazilian city of Londrina in the state of Paranéa conferred

its highest honor, the Ouro Verde Award, upon the SGI
ment of humankind. The presentation ceremony was held
a city council session on June 18, the 90th anniversary
Japanese immigration to Brazil. SGI Vice President Hiroma
Ikeda, who attended on behalf of SGI President Ikeda,
cepted the medal and certificate from Londrina Mayor A
tonio Casemiro Belinatti.

Among the 350-some officials and guests on hand for the e
were City Council President Adalberto Pereira da Silva, Dep!

n

General Director Eduardo Taguchi and representatives from |
universities, museums and Japan—Brazil friendship organizati
— Courtesy of SGI NEWSLETTER

SGI President Meets with
Campinas Officials

On June 6, SGI President lkeda and his wife, Kaneko,

with Campinas City Councilor Luiz Carlos Rossini and h
wife, Marta, at the Tokyo Makiguchi Memorial Hall in Ha
chioji, Tokyo, following a ceremony at which first Sok

n

:}

is

in
recognition of the organization’s contributions to the better-

at
of

Sa
ac-

ent
uty

Mayor Alex Canzini, Federal Deputy Ant6nio Ueno, SGI of Brazil
veal
ons.

et

Gakkai president Tsunesaburo Makiguchi, SGI President

Ikeda and Mrs. Ikeda were honored by the Brazilian city.

During the meeting, Councilor Rossini handed the S
leader a letter from Campinas Academy of Letters Presid
Mauro Sampaio. The academy head congratulated him
being made an honorary citizen of Campinas and lauded
city’s decision. He further paid tribute to Mr. lkeda’s invaly
able contributions to the advancement of mutual und

t

=)

Gl
ent
on

he

r-

standing among people around the globe. Noting that the $GI

leader is a world-renowned poet, novelist and essayist,

Mr.

Sampaio cordially requested that he accept honorary mem-

bership to the academy. President Ikeda conveyed his sin
appreciation for this honor to his guests.
— Courtesy of SGI NEWSLETTER

Anti-Nuclear Exhibition
Opens in Peru

On June 4, the “Nuclear Arms: Threat to Our World” exhil
tion opened at Ricardo Palma University in Lima, Pe
Cosponsored by the university, the Peruvian Ministry of E

ucation and the SGI, the showing has been designated an

ficial event by the ministry as well as the Agency for Cultural
of
nce
32.

ud-
-
vas
present on behalf of Education Minister Domingo Palermo
ez
ez-

Affairs. The exhibition, which calls for increased support
nuclear disarmament, has now reached its 20th country s
its tour began at the U.N. Headquarters in New York in 19
Some 500 guests attended the opening ceremony, inc
ing National Council of Science and Technology (CO
CYTEC) President Juan Ernesto Barreda Delgado, who

Cabrejos; Ricardo Palma University Rector lvan Rodrigu
Chéavez; and Council for Peace President Francisco Di
Canseco Tavara. Congratulatory messages were sent tc

opening by Peruvian President Alberto Fujimori; former U.N.
ian

Secretary-General Javier Pérez de Cuéllar; former Colomh

president and Organization of American States (OAS) S

retary-General César Gaviria; and SGI President lkeda.
—Courtesy of SGI NEWSLETTER

e

If you have a short report of a special event in your area that you'd like
to see in "News Briefs," please contact your local bureau chief or call
us at (310) 451-8811 or e-mail us at wt@sgi-usa.org.
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By HO GOKU

SGI PRESIDENT |IKEDA’S Essay

any members

place great trust

and expectations

in the men’s divi-
sion members, the pillars of
kosen-rufu. The women’s divi-
sion members, the compassion
ate mothers of kosen-rufu, are
never shy about voicing those
expectations!

“Why aren’t the men more en-
thusiastic?” they ask. | say that
the men'’s division membeese
enthusiastic; they just don’t make

Our TIME
Has CoME

ashow ofit. They wantto surpriseSGI President Ikeda poses a question to all the SGI men's division members: ‘If we
everyoneinthe endwith abrilliantqg pot rise to the challenge now, then when? If we do not fight today, then when?

achievement— like the quiet mar
who turns out to be a hero at the
climax of a great drama.

Photo by JONATHAN WILSON

Others ask, “Why are they sg
reluctant to act?” | say that the
menaren't reluctant; they are
prudent. They don’t want to
waste their efforts. They know
the importance of waiting until
the time is ripe.

“Why are they so timid?”
asks another. “Why don’t they
speak up?” | say that they'net
timid; they're just thoughtful.
They choose their words care
fully, out of consideration for
others and to avoid meaning
less babble.

| am also a men’s division
member, and | am quite aware 0

the feelings and circumstance S¥EeE=4%s

of my beloved fellow members. ‘The men’s division members are the cornerstones of the Soka Gakkai. They are the last runners in the relay

D race of kosen-rufu, the runners who determine our victory or defeat.

Those who are fathers,

unflagging effort is the key to
breaking through our limitations.
Faith is a never-ending process of
challenging ourselves.

[]

The men'’s division members
are the cornerstones of the Soka
Gakkai. They are the last run-
ners in the relay race of kosen-
rufu, the runners who determine
our victory or defeat.

The men’s division members
are lions. Their indomitable
presence gives assurance to
those around them. When their
resolute voices ring out, they
instill courage in everyone and
bring about a victory of the
people.

My heroic friends! My noble
comrades in the struggle for
kosen-rufu! A decisive battle to
usher in the dawn of the 21st
century has already begun. At
last, our time has come.

If we do not rise to the chal-
lenge now, then when? If we do
not fight today, then when?

Life is a struggle against the
limited time we have on earth.
What will have been the purpose
of our lives if we do not fulfill our
mission? If we abandon our
dream, no matter how we may try
to justify ourselves, there will be
little left in the end but emptiness
and regret.

The Daishonin writes, “Do not
spend this life in vain and regret it
for 10,000 years to comeBpsho

Yet even under these tryingbegan. Furthermore, Josei TodZenshup. 970). Letus leap astride

Many of the men’s division meanwhile, find themselvescircumstances, how wonderfulwas 45 when, in prison, he real-our white horses and gallop intre-
members are facing incredibleshunned and scorned oncéis to see the men striving hardzed that it was his mission topidly across the great plains of our
challenges. Thinking of their their adored children hit ado-in Soka Gakkai activities, de-make the widespread propagamission, holding high the banner

families’happiness, they boldly lescence. Whenever the budvoting themselves for the sake ofion of the Daishonin’s teach- of kosen-rufu.

brave the winds of economic re-get is tight, Dad’s spendingBuddhism, society and their fel-ings a reality.

cession, racking their brains andnoney is always the first to below members.

working twice as hard as othersut. If he complains, his wife  The Japanese word faren
to excel at work. For the mostwill fire back: “Why don’t you suggests vigor. Nichiren Dai-
part, however, their wives andquit smoking and cut down onshonin was 50 when he faced

children don’t get the chance toyour drinking? It'll be good for the persecution at Tatsunokucholution (written under the pen
and revealed his true identity aname Myo Goku), Mr. Toda
when, on one of their rare days There are times when even dhe original Buddha. And Shijo shows through the main charac
off, our men’s division mem- reasonable argument just addKingo, who stood up to defendter, Gan, how one can revea
bers want to rest peacefully ato one’s already heavy pres-him and accompanied him atone’s true potential. In one
that time of crisis, had justscene, Gan has awakened t
faith in the Daishonin’s Bud-

It was thus in his 40s thatdhism and is showing actua
Shijo Kingo traveled all the way proof of that faith at work:

witness this side of them. Andyour health, too.”

home, they are criticized forsures.
“just sitting around all day,
doing nothing.”

turned 40.

[

Courtesy of SEIKYO PRESS

to visit and seek guidance from
the Daishonin at his place of
exile, Sado Island. He went on
to prove the justice and power of
Buddhism despite the adverse
circumstances of having his fief

confiscated. In this sense, we
may say that Shijo Kingo was a
pioneering member of the men’s
division, rather than the youth

division.

Centuries later, Tsunesaburo
Makiguchi embraced the Dai-
shonin’s teachings atage 57. His
intellectual and philosophical
search led him finally to the Dai-
shonin’s Buddhism, and from

there his journey of kosen-rufua positive determination. And

[]

In his novelThe Human Rev-

How strong a person can be
come through a simple change in
attitude! You can either tell your-
self, “It's too hard, | don’t think
I'll be able to do it,” or “Yes, |
can do this. Let me atit.” Only a
fine line separates the two. But
Ill tell you one thing, if you
work like crazy, you'll come to
display capabilities that you
never had before — or rather, |
should say, capabilities or po-
tential that you always pos-

sessed but never before tapped.

Dynamic growth begins with

Wl

In this essay series, SGI
President Ikeda uses his
pen name Ho Goku, as
he does in The New Hu-
man Revolution. This se-
ries is published as
“Thoughts on The New
Human Revolution” in
the Seikyo Shimbun.
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LIGHT, rroMm PAGE 1 Qian Liu, the first ruler of the and the United States. Work-
kingdom of Wuyue, which was ing in applied mathematics, he
what others do or say. Thosesituated in the area of Jiang-developed a landmark theory
who live this way are strongnan, just south of the Yangtseknown as the Qian Weichang

and free of regret. What mattersRiver. His grandfather and fa-Equation. At one point, he did

HIGHLIGHTS
RROMMHISISREECH

most is how you lead your life ther were both educators, andesearch with Linus Pauling,
— not what those around youhis uncle, Dr. Qian Mu, was aand his work in rocket engi-
are doing. great master of the Chineseneering helped lay the ground
Today, you embark on yourclassics. work for the Apollo space
university life. Here is where  On account of the unstableproject.
your real studies begin, wherepolitical situation in Chinadur-  His achievements are wide-
the true challenge of learninging his childhood and his fam-ly acknowledged. | hope each
and scholarship starts. While itily’s meager resources, Dr.of you will create a similarly
is of course important that youQian had to change elementaryemarkable history with
take care of your health, | hopeschools four or five times andcourage and energy befitting
that you will devote your- could only attend junior high youth!
selves wholeheartedly to yourschool for two years. More-
studies. over, immediately after he en-A Roof, a Pillar,
Victory or defeat comestered high school, his fathera Foundation
down to tenacity and earnestpassed away due to illness al
ness. It is impossible to suc-age 39. The following year, Dr.  Dr. Qian could well have
ceed in this endeavor withoutQian’s younger brother alsoremained in North America
steadfast effort. died. Consequently, there wereand continued his research a
many days when he was unabléhe world’s most advanced
to attend classes. facilities, in a highly con-
Determined not to be de-ducive environment. But he
| recently presented one offeated by such adversity, thegave all this up and returned
my books to my esteemedyoung Dr. Qian studied with all to China, which was then rife
friend Dr. Qian Weichang, his might and was admitted towith turmoil.
chancellor of Shanghai Uni-Beijing’s prestigious Qinghua He wanted to share in the
versity, who is with us today. | University. Immediately after sufferings and joys of his
intended to include in the ded-he began his university studiesbeloved compatriots while
ication | wrote a saying by though, the brutal invasion ofcontributing to Chinese sci-
Confucius: “The wise are joy- China by the Japanese militaryence and technology. He wa
ful; the good live long.” While commenced on Sept. 18, 1931not one to play it safe and see
this can be interpreted in vari-triggered by the Manchurianfavorable circumstances just
ous ways, it basically meansincident. for himself.
that a person of wisdom can My spirit is the same. | give
live joyfully, unimpeded by Something Sublime no thought to myself.
changing times, and that a perAbout Youth Withstanding all, | have
son of virtue and character will striven to protect and suppori
be calm and unwavering, this A person of courage and jus-my fellow members and the
contributing to his or her tice, Dr. Qian’s heart blazedcommon people — as a roof, g
longevity. with indignation. Deeply con- pillar, a foundation. That is the
Before | could inscribe the cerned, he asked himself whasole purpose of my existence.
dedication, however, | learnedkind of knowledge was mosthope you will remember this.
to my great surprise that Dr.needed to make his country On his return to China in
Qian had chosen the exacstrong, to protect and help hisl946, Dr. Qian found his home-
same words for some calligra-compatriots. land devastated almost beyon
phy he wrote for me. So, in- He determined to study sci-recognition. His former uni-
stead of a passage from Confuence and technology. Once heersity, which the Japanese ha
cius, | took the liberty of reached this decision, he losturned into an army hospital,
quoting Dr. Qian himself —the no time switching his major was in shambles. He quietly se
words that he used to concludérom Chinese studies to sci-to work cleaning the buildings
his autobiography: “Advance ence and engineering, and waand laboriously making re-
tirelessly.” In other words, accepted to his school’spairs. So his struggles began.
move forward without stop- highly competitive physics  What nobility! These days,
ping. Give all you've got to the department. how many people would go to
task at hand. His decision was based notsuch lengths? Back in China
Dr. Qian, who is 85, has vig- on self-interest but on the de-his life was filled with suffer-
orously exerted himselfthrough-sire to do something for hising. Still, he never com-
out his life with just this spirit. country. Many Japanese todaylained or felt any regret
He is still doing so today, serv-are motivated almost exclu-about his decision.
ing as vice chairman of the Chi-sively by what they can gain Dr. Qian exemplifies the
nese People’s Political Consulfor their personal benefit. saying “A great person is self-
tative Conference, a position Together with Dr. Qian, less.” Premier Zhou Enlai also
that carries heavy responsibiliMadame Kong, then also a stuimplicitly trusted Dr. Qian, fre-
ity on a national level. Just thedent of Qinghua University in quently inviting him to his
other day, in fact, a proposal ofChinese studies, dauntlessljhome in the Zhongnanhai are
Dr. Qian’s for the construction threw herself into the studentof Beijing and engaging himin
of a sports facility and other movement opposing the Japankengthy discussions. Dr. Qian
civic projects was reported inese. There is something trulyparticipated in a number of sci-
the People’s Daily China’s sublime about dedicating one’sentific projects directed by Pre-
largest newspaper. youth to achieving a noblemier Zhou and made invaluable
Incidentally, Dr. Qian’s wife, mission. contributions to China’s artifi-
Madame Kong Xiangying, isa In his late 20s, Dr. Qian cial satellites and other ad-
75th-generation descendant oftudied abroad, spending azanced technology.
Confucius. And Dr. Qian’s total of six years in Canada,
family can trace its lineage towhere he earned his doctorate,

Giving It All You’ve Got

PLEASE SEE LIGHT, NEXT PAGE

O

The important thing is to hold firm to your be-
liefs without being influenced or swayed by
what others do or say. Those who live this
way are strong and free of regret. What mat-
ters most is how you lead your life — not what
those around you are doing.

O

“The wise are joyful; the good live long.” While
this can be interpreted in various ways, it ba-
sically means that a person of wisdom can
live joyfully, unimpeded by changing times,
and that a person of virtue and character will
be calm and unwavering, this contributing to
his or her longevity.

O

Withstanding all, | have striven to protect and
support my fellow members and the common
people — as a roof, a pillar, a foundation. That
is the sole purpose of my existence. | hope
you will remember this.

O

Human society is wrought with jealousy. On
every level. Despite — or rather, because of —
his incredible honesty, integrity and diligence,
Dr. Qian was persecuted. Such attacks are in-
evitably based on lies and spring from envy.
This is a pattern that we see time and again.

Einstein once commented on the hideously
jealous nature of Hitler, describing him as
“bursting with envy and bitterness against all
whom circumstance and nature had favored
over him.”

O

In the Analects of Confucius, we also find the
words “My doctrine has one single thread run-
ning through it.” This was the Chinese philoso-
pher’s declaration that his life was dedicated
to a single cause. Today, | say to all of you:
Live your life with unwavering determination!

O

Dr. Qian once called out to a class of new
students: “Study will give you a weapon; it
will solidify your direction.... | hope that
when you complete your studies, you will
work to relieve the people’s hardships.”

O
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‘Youth is a time of anxiety, a period of

Fo 5

constant trial

vl

and error. It means to find a ray of light amid such struggles and lighting one’s life with hope. Learning is the quest for the light of truth.

LIGHT, FROM PREVIOUS PAGE the storm of the Cultural Rev-person is an expression of comstudents to study toward help- The star of the
olution. All told, the malicious passion and concern. Forgetfuling suffering people. This is a unconquered will,
But those who make historypersecution of Dr. Qian and hisness shows a lack of compassign of his nobility. He rises in my breast,
are bound to meet persecutionfamily went on for 26 years. sion, a lack of responsibility. Studying is your tool, your  Serene, and resolute, and
When he was in his mid-40s,Yet, even while enduring this Premier Zhou, while bat- key to the future. It is your still,
Dr. Qian was branded a coununrelenting adversity, Dr. Qian,tling the machinations of theright. And calm, and self-
terrevolutionary and subjectedwith the his wife’s support, car- notorious Gang of Four and possessed.
to abuse and attack. He was sudied on his research with an in-struggling with illness, main- The Star of the e
denly stripped of his duties andtrepid spirit, never growing pes-tained his tremendous sincerittUnconquered Will Oh, fear not in a world
banned from all public activity. simistic or despondent, alwaysand continued to show meticu- like this,
working for the people. lous concern for others. It was In the Analectsof Confu- And thou shalt know
Meticulous Concern This shows his true great-around that time that I met him.cius, we also find the words erelong,
for Others ness. His dignified counte-The date was Dec. 5, 1974. “My doctrine has one single Know how sublime a thing
nance exudes virtue. How does one heart touchthread running through it.” itis

This was all reportedly due  Premier Zhou encouraged Dranother? | saw with my own This was the Chinese philoso- To suffer and be strong.
to the base scheming of thos&ian throughout his ordeal. | feeleyes Premier Zhou's human-pher’s declaration that his life
jealous of Dr. Qian’s remark- the deepest respect for thenism. Haughty, arrogant peoplewas dedicated to a single cause. | pray for the excellent
able achievements and the trudhoth. Out of sincere concern forcannot win the hearts of othersToday, | say to all of you: Live health and longevity of Dr.
placed in him by Premier Zhou.the scientist, Premier ZhouSuch people lack humanity.your life with unwavering de- Qian and Madame Kong, trea-
Human society is wrought would invite Dr. Qian, who was They have no hearts. termination! sures of humankind, and for the
with jealousy. On every level. prohibited from participating in ~ With an ardent spirit, Pre- Members of the 28th classeternal glory of Shanghai Uni-
Despite — or rather, because ofmost public activities, to attendmier Zhou entrusted the futureof Soka University and the versity.
— his incredible honesty, in- meetings he had with importantto the younger generation. Myl4th class of the Soka Xie xie(thank you). W]
tegrity and diligence, Dr. Qian foreign dignitaries. spirit is the same. Women's College: With this
was persecuted. Such attacks The year before he died, Dr. Qian once called out tospirit, may you live true to SGI President Ikeda gave this
are inevitably based on lies and®remier Zhou asked Dr. Qiana class of new students: “Studyyourselves and advance alongpeech at the joint entrance
spring from envy. This is a pat-about his research on makingvill give you a weapon; it will the path you have chosen ta@eremony for Soka University
tern that we see time and agairmore efficient batteries. Thissolidify your direction.... | follow in your youth. Never and Soka Women’s College at
Einstein once commented ornwas a project that Dr. Qian hachope that when you completecease moving forward! the Soka University
the hideously jealous nature ofmentioned to him three yearsyour studies, you will work to  Since we have with us todayAuditorium in Hachioji, Tokyo,
Hitler, describing him as “bursting earlier, yet Premier Zhou neverrelieve the people’s hard-a number of guests from theApril 6. Dr. Qian Weichang,
with envy and bitterness againsforgot it. To the very last, heships.” People usually sayUnited States, | present youchancellor of China’s Shang-
all whom circumstance and nawatched over and encouragedhings like “Study hard so thatwith the poem “The Light of hai University, received an
ture had favored over him.” the beleaguered scientist. you can get into a good com-Stars” by the American poethonorary doctorate from the
China was next ravaged by Remembering things about gpany.” Instead, Dr. Qian urgedHenry Wadsworth Longfellow: university.
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‘Carta a Ko-ama
Gozen,’! parte 2

Disertacion del Presidente
Ikeda de la serieAprendamos
del Gosho, La eterna
ensefianza de Nichiren
Daishonin.

MATERIAL DE ESTUDIO

JULIO - AGOSTO)

misericordia que ninguna ad-
versidad podia morigerar, ni
siquiera un poco. También
vemos la conviccién imper-
turbable del Daishonin en el de-
sarrollo que tendréa el kosen-rufu
en el futuro. Ademés de todo

Un budista es aliado de

Gosho: ‘Carta a Ko-ama Gozen’ (2)

ello, sus palabras transmiten el
orgullo que él sentia por ser el
verdadero devoto del Sutra del
Loto y por haber hallado

los que sufren

| Budismo acude en

ayuda de los que estan

sufriendo. Un budista
s el primer aliado de

las personas necesitadas o de los

maestros o sacerdotes como yo,
me trata como si yo fuese ene-
migo de sus progenitores y me
dirigen tanto encono como si yo
fuese un ladrén o un sedicioso.
Asi las cosas, por momentos

gue viven sumidos en el dolor, de  fui difamado por cientos de per-
los que se sienten exhaustos ante sonas; en otras ocasiones, he

la severidad de la existencia.
La SGI es fuerte, porque en

este aspecto no hace conce-
siones. Aungue nos topemos con

enormes dificultades, una de-

spués de la otra, mientras man-
tengamos este espiritu, la orga-

nizacion saldra
victoriosa.

Nichiren Daishonin, por
cierto, no sali6 triunfal de sus
luchas por haber buscado I¢
alianza de los poderosos. En ve
dad, fue todo lo contrario.
Amaba al pueblo, fue su aliadd
y se esforz6 en bien de las pe
sonas comunes; como resultad
de ello, pudo triunfar a las peo
res persecuciones.

siempre

Yo, Nichiren, soy la persona mag
extraordinaria del Japon. Y estsg
es larazon por la cual hablo asi
Dejaré a un lado los siete reina
dos de las deidades celestialeg
los cinco reinados de las dei
dades terrenalésstan mas alla
de mi conocimiento, pero a lo
largo de los noventa reinado
transcurridos desde el prime
emperador humano, Jimmu,
hasta el actual, o durante mas d
setecientos afios pasados des(
el reinado del emperador Kim-
mei [cuando el budismo se dio
conocer en el Japon por primerd
vez,] no hubo una sola persone

sido acosado por varios miles, y
atacado con palosy espadas. Me

tamafias persecuciones, tal
rocas, en las costas del mar def de sus hijos enfermos. Est&eomo predecian las escrituras
norte. Pero yo soporté todo estgaradigma describe a un médicpara quien fuese el devoto en el
no por ningln delito que hubieseexcelente (el Buda) que intentadlltimo Dia de la Ley.
cometido, sino por mi deseo decurar a sus hijos (los seres hu- El Daishonin se observa a si
salvar del sufrimiento a todo elmanos,) que han bebido pomismo con mirada objetiva y
pueblo del Jap6nThe Major error una sustancia ponzofiosautiliza expresiones que denotan
Writings of Nichiren Daishonin  Entonces, les ofrece un remedicu desapego en la evaluacion.
vol. 4, pags. 140-142) eficaz (la Ley Mistica,) pero Asi podemos darnos cuenta del
como el veneno ha perturbade@stado de vida que tenia en esos
Josei Toda, segundo presidemasiado eljuicio de los nifiosmomentos; es como si estuviera

han expulsado de mi propiadente de la Soka Gakkai, astos, en su estupefaccion, regiéndose con toda tranquilidad
moraday hechado de mi provin-menudo decia: “Si comparamos$azan el medicamento que lo$rente al huracan de persecu-

cia. Por fin, dos veces incurri enlos sufrimientos que padeci6 elpodria curar.

ciones que queria envolverlo,

la animosidad del Regente, loDaishonin en Sado, nuestras Aunqgue Nichiren Daishonin siempre contemplando los he-
cual me valié dos exilios, uno apropias dificultades no sonluché por salvar del sufrimientochos desde una inmensa altura.
laprovinciade Izuyotroalaislanada, por muy tremendas que todo el pueblo del Japdn,” lasCasi nos parece escucharlo de-
de Sado. Cuando me desterrarohoy nos parezcan.” Y Tsune-personas no solo rechazaron dalarar: “Soportar persecuciones
a Sado, en el mar del norte, neaburo Makiguchi, nuestro fun-remedio que él profesaba, inclupor el bien del Sutra del Loto es

CADA VEZ QUE

ANSIE VERME, MIRE

HACIA EL SOL QUE
ASCIENDE POR LAS
MANANAS,

CONTEMPLE LA LUNA
QUE ASOMA POR LAS

NOCHES.

INVARIABLEMENTE,
ME REFLEJARE EN LA

el honor mas grande que puede
existir. jHe vencido!”

FAZ DE LOS ASTROS.
EN LA PROXIMA
VIDA,
REUNAMONOS EN
LA PURA TIERRA
DEL PICO DEL
AGUILA.
NAM-MYOHO-
RENGE-KYO.

— NICHIREN

Sin embargo, mientras yo me en-
contraba exiliado alla, usted y
su esposo Ko Nyudo, eludiendo
las miradas de los demas, me
trafan comida por las noches.
Ambos estaban dispuestos a dar
la vida por mi, sin temer al cas-
tigo que pudiesen aplicarles las
autoridades de la provincia.
(MW-4, pag. 142)

Cuando el Daishonin lleg6 al
Sanmai-d&’ de Tsukahara, en
laisla de Sado, el 1ro de noviem-
bre de 1271, lo hizo en com-
pafiia de varios discipulos. Pero,
semanas después, los envid a
casi todos de regreso a la isla
central. Esto, por si solo, habla
de la escasez de comida que
padecian.

Y aun cuando el Daishonin
llegd a vivir con relativa como-
didad en Ichinosawa (siempre

tan universalmente aborrecida
como yo, Nichiren, ni en nom-
bre de asuntos seculares ni a
causa del budismo. Mononobe
no Moriy& incendi6 templos y
pagodas; Kiyomori Nyoddizo
destruir los templos Todai-ji y
Kofuku-ji. Pero los integrantes
de sus clanes no llegaron a odi-
arlos. Masakadoy Sadatb se
rebelaron contra la corte imper-
ial, y el gran maestro Dengyo
incurrié en la enemistad de los
sacerdotes de los siete templos
principales de Nar&pero estos
hombres no fueron odiados por
sacerdotes, monjas, laicos y
laicas de todo el Japén. Sin em-
bargo, en mi caso, cada persona
del pais, desde el regente hasta
el ultimo de los subditos, se trate
de padres como de hermanos,

tenia provisiones con que ali-dador, estoicamente soport6 laglas aqui las autoridades soberdentro de la isla de Sado,) lo
mentarme ni ropas tan rdsticacondiciones humillantes de labias, sino que ademas lo persiéinico que se le asignaba era una
como las que uno podria hacecarcel deciendo: “Aunque guierony trataron de eliminarlo.raciéon tan magra, que apenas
trenzando los sarmientos de laparezca que una cala midad sEl caso reflejaba la descripciénbastaba para mantener con vida
glicinas. La poblacién integra, ha ensafiado con nosotros, edel sutra, pues parecia que un vex él y a sus discipulos.
tanto el laicado como la clereciauna minima fraccién de lo queneno “[hubiese] penetrado pro- En dichas circunstancias, de
me odiaba mas adn que los habituvo que resistir el Daishonin.” fundamente™ en su mente. pura preocupacion por el Dai-
tantes de la provincia de Nichiren Daishonin deliber-  “Yo, Nichiren, soy la persona shonin, Abutsu-bo y Ko Nyudo
SagamfAbandonado en tierras adamente salia a enfrentar las dimas extraordinarioa del Japén,’hacian incursiones furtivas
inhéspitas y expuesto a la in-ficultades extremas, en bien dafirma el Daishonin. Lo que hasta el lugar donde aquel se
clemencia de la nieve, me mandos seguidores que vendrian en laguiere decir es que, por habehospedaba, para llevarle ali-
tuve con vida comiendo hojasgeneraciones posteriores. Al llapropagado la Ley Mistica, mentos en mitad de la noche. Si
de pasto. mar a la adversidad y desafiarlaadquirié una reputacion tanlos hubiesen llegado a atrapar
Sentia como si estuviese ex€l establecio el eterno punto demala que ningun villano podialos seguidores del Nembutsu o
perimentando, personalmentepartida para la propagacionigualarlo. los funcionarios del gobierno
los sufrimientos de Su Wi, mundial de la Ley Mistica. En este pasaje, describe sque custodiaban su choza
quien subsistié comiendo nieve  Se dice que el remedio magristeza e indignacién al ver endesvencijada noche y dia, po-
los diecinueve afios que dur6 seficaz suele tener sabor amarg@ué estado de engafio se emia haber sucedido una trage-
cautiverio en las tierras barbara€l capitulo “Duracion de la vida cuentra el pais; pero al mismalia. Ser sorprendido llevandole
del norte, o las desdichas de Lde El Que Asi Llega” (décimo- tiempo hace constar suinmensaomida al Daishonin equivalia
Ling,*quien vivié seis afios pri- sexto del Sutra del Loto) relatamisericordia para guiar a las per-

sionero dentro de una gruta dda parabola del médico eminentesonas hacia la iluminacion; una POR FAVOR VEA GOSHO, 8
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“por favor, les
agradezco mucho
gue me estén acom-
pafando, pero ya
llevan andando de-
masiado tiempo,” para que no
siguieran fatigandose.

Cada dos o tres

~asos, el Daishonin y

<ns discipulos se
habran detenido para mirar atras

esposo, enviado por usted en cakos que soportan juntos
idad de mensajero a un lugar tatremendas
remoto como éste. Creia que erpersecuciones crean

una ilusién, un suefio...
cierto que no podemos vernos
personalmente, pero estoy con-
vencido de que su corazén esta
aqui conmigo. (MW-4, pags.
142-43)

Los seguidores del Daisho-

}-9‘ & GOSHO, pE PiG. 7

orgullo: “Ah, mis predecesoresy decir adids, una vez mas, a login en la isla de Sado eran per-
dedicaron la vida al kosen-rufusinceros amigos de Sado. Y estosonas que habian mantenido la

Esvinculos eternos

Cada vez que ansie verme, mire
hacia el Sol que asciende por las
mafianas, contemple la Luna que
asoma por las noches. Invari-

ablemente, me reflejaré enlafaz
de los astros. En la préxima vida,

reunamonos en la pura tierra del

al destierro o la enesaregion...” emocionados, habran acariciadée en situaciones verdadera-
prision. el aire con las manos, saludanmente extremas. Por eso, en su
En verdad, en tres Por lo tanto, aunque la vida endolo con gestos de despedidaactitud no habia nada falso ni
ocasiones se fraguaron Sado fue dura, no queria marhasta que el Buda y el resto detalculado. El Daishonin confi-
documentos falsos con charme. Sentia como si migrupo se perdieran definitiva-aba totalmente en ellos. En un
supuestas ordenes delgo- corazén quedase alli; a cadanente en la distancia. ¢ COmo nescrito, llega a sugerir que
bierno. Por ejemplo, estas orde- paso que daba, me parecia quignaginarnos la escena? Abutsu-bo era la reencarnacion Cuando uno de los esposos
nanzas decian que “apresaran o algo me estaba reteniendo. En Japonés hay una expredel Bodhisattva Practicas Purapartia del monte Minobu, con-
expulsaran de la provincia de (MW-4, pag. 142) sion del habla que dice “sentir(en japonés, Jyogyo,) uno de losluida su visita, el Daishonin es-
Sado a todos los seguidores de como siaunolo estuvieran reteeuatro adalides de los Bod-cribia una carta para que élle lle-
Nichiren,”*® que brindasen En otro escrito, el Daishoninniendo sujetandolo de los cahisattvas de la Tierra. vase a su mujer. Lo hacia para
apoyo al Daishonin. comenta: “El agua puedebellos.” Se emplea para de- Aun cuando el Daishonin seelogiar la fe de una esposa que
Algunas personas fueronllenarse de barro, pero se puedscribir la renuencia de uno ahallaba viviendo su retiro en lasenviaba a su marido a tan larga
puestas entre rejas, tan séloecuperar su transparencia. Lanarcharse de un lugar dejandoemotas elevaciones del montéravesia. Después de todo, el
porque alguien dijo que lasluna puede ocultarse tras laslli seres queridos. El DaishoninMinobu, los seguidores de Sad@®aishonin comprendia muy
habian visto pasar cerca de miubes, pero vuelve a apareceenia la cabeza tonsurada, dadsiguieron yendo a visitarlo. Nobien la tristeza que debia em-
choza. Otros fueron desterradossin falta.” (MW-5, pag. 296)  que era un sacerdote ordenada6lo recibié la presencia debargar a estas ancianas, cons-
porque se decia que me habian EI 8 de marzo de 1274, llegépero el sentimiento que lo em-Abutsu-boy de Ko Nyudo, sinocientes de que ya no volverian a
enviado obsequios, o bien se lleal sitio de su exilio una carta debargaba era el también la del veral Budacon sus propios 0jos.
vaban a sus mujeres e hijos eperdén de parte del gobierno. Senismo. hijo del primero, Les dice, con toda calidez:
custodia. Abutsu-bo y su esposaabia demostrado que los cargos Por eso, el Tokuro Morit- “Ustedes no han podido venir,
Sennichi-ama fueron expulsa-elevados en su contra eramaishonin dijot® suna, y la de pero su corazén esta aca, en el
dos de su lugar de residenciafraguados. Era primavera, y lasAunque la vida que cuenta. En Nakaoki monte Minobu. Es como si hu-
por ejemplo. Les confiscaron laflores de la temporada peleabaen Sado fue dura, Nyudol” Eran biéramos estado frente a frente.
vivienda y los multarof? por abrir sus pétalos a tiempo. Eho queria mar- el mundo del tales las ansias deEsperemos la hora de encon-
Aun asi, ambos matrimoniospeligro que acechaba al Daishoeharme; sentia comzén, las ver al Daishonin, trarnos otra vez en el Pico del
decidieron cerrar los ojos alnin, obviamente, no habia desacomo si me estu- . que enprendian Aguila.” “Cada vez que con-
miedo. El Daishonin dice que,parecido, pero para los discipuvieran sujetando separaciones no . viaje impre- templen el Sol o la Luna, sus
en determinado momento, estulos que lo acompafiaron en sue los cabellos existen. E sionante hasta pensamientos estaran aqui con-
vieron dispuestos a morir por élcamino de regreso a Kamakurague no tengo; a » Minobu, no sélo migo.”
El maestro y el discipulo seel viaje debié de haber sido urcada paso quelnvocar una vez, lo cual  ElSolylalLunase ven desde
sostienen mutuamente con la aaetorno triunfal, marcado por eldaba, me pareciadaimoku borra  eraunaproezadecualquier lugar. “Cuando me
titud de enfrentar voluntaria-digno orgullo. que algo me es- las distancias. por si, sino en echen de menos,” afirma,
mente la adversidad. Sin embargo, al Daishonin lotaba reteniendo.” ‘ varias oportu- “miren el Sol, miren el Sol,
“¢,Cémo podemos dejar queafligia tener que alejarse de lags un breve frag- EEEE—— nidades. Para darmiren la Luna, y alli yo estaré.”
nuestro maestro sufra erpersonas de Sado. Alli tenianento, pero esta un ejemplo que Asideinmenso erael afecto que
soledad? Enfrentemos las difi-amigos que se le habian sumadianpregnado, hoy puedan apre- sentia el Daishonin por estos
cultades para aliviar el paso quen una contienda poniendo emasta la Gltima coma, de la in<ciar, seria lo mismo que ir, hoy,seguidores de corazén puro. Sus
esta soportando nuestro menjuego la vida. Tal vez nunca masontenible sensibilidad humanadesde el Japon hasta Américaalabras revelan un estado de
tor.” Asi sentian. jQué personawolvieran a encontrarse... Tam-que irradiaba el Daishonin.del Sur. Aunque, en realidad, svida inmensurable. Para él, el
maravillosas! El Daishonin ase-bién para los seguidores de lamagino lo que habran sentidotenemos en cuenta las circununiverso entero era el escenario
gura que jamas los podra olvi4isla de Sado, la alegria de sabdfo-amay los demas, al recordastancias de aquella época, crede sus actos.
dar, en ninguna de las existengue su maestro habia sido pefa escena, mientras les leian lgue aquellos viajes eran mucho Después de haber escuchado
cias futurast® El honor de donado debio de irse enfriandogarta en voz alta. mas dificiles aun. estas palabras, las dos ancianas,
KoNyudo y de los demascon la tristeza de la separacién. El Daishonin escribe como La“CartaaZenichi-ama” de- cada vez que miraban el cielo, a
seguidores del Daishonin esPero, naturalmente, los inun-alguien que se ha marchado dscribe que un seguidor de Sadta mafiana, al mediodia, a latarde
eterno. Las personas seguiradaba la dicha; ya no era necesu hogar entrafiable. Lejos dgas6 un mes entero prestando por las noches, habran sentido
elogiandolos dentro de diez milsario que se preocuparan masanifestar resentimiento o queservicio al Daishonin en elque contemplaban el rostro
afios, por toda la eternidadpor los ojos inquisidores de losjas por su exilio, se lamenta demonte Minobu, acopiando fo-benevolente de su maestro.
Jamas seran olvidados. oficiales. Mientras estrechabarhaber tenido que irse de Sadaraje, transportando agua y jun- Alguien puede estar muy
Nosotros, los miembros de lalas manos del Daishonin y deNichiren Daishonin convirtié el tando lefia para éf. cerca fisicamente, pero tener el
SGI, estamos creando uros demas discipulos, sentian dugar hostil de su destierro en EI Daishonin 'y sus alma a millas de distancia. Por
cimiento mundial para el kosen-dulce sabor de lareivindicacionuna tierra pura resplandecienteseguidores compartian lazos del contrario, hay lazos de
rufu del Ultimo Dia. Estamos Pero, al mismo tiempo, el ale-de amistad y de dicha, adornadaorazén a corazén. Cuandaorazén, que van mas alla de la
realizando las actividades ngamiento de su maestro los anepor lazos de corazén a corazérbrotd una epidemia, lo que preseparacion fisica. En estos
con vistas al corto plazo, sinogaba en llanto. Nichiren Dai- ocupaba al Daishonin era comaasos, uno siente que nadie po-
con nuestra vista hacia los préshonin y Nikko Shonin tienen estarian los pobladores de Sadalria estar mas cerca. El corazén
ximos diez mil afios y mas. gue haberse conmovido hasta lbas persecuciones Tan pronto vio el rostro dees lo que cuenta. En el mundo
Los que se esfuerzan inceindescriptible... constituyen un honor Abutsu-bo, quien en ciertasdel corazon, las separaciones no.
santemente al maximo de su ca- El Daishonin se march6 de oportunidad habia ido a visi-existen. E invocar daimoku
pacidad, ahora, en este precistzhinosawa un 13 de marzo. Es tarlo, se lanz6 a preguntarleborra las distancias...
instante, también obtendran gloprobable que sus seguidores Me pregunto qué vinculos “kar- “¢, Su esposa, Sennichi-ama, esta El presidente Toda escribié
ria eterna. Uno se imagina escehayan querido acompafiarlo hasta micos” habremos formado en elbien? ¢ Y como se encuentra Ken una carta que le envié desde
nas del futuro, dentro de do-donde les fue posible caminar. El pasado. Justo cuando me hallabhlyodo?,” Al saber que todos esda carcel a su hijo, que habia sido
scientos afios, cuando susnaestro debe de haberles dicho, aqui, reflexionando sobre estdaban a salvo de la peste, suspird
descendientes digan, con plenmnumerable cantidad de veces, gran misterio, llegé su queridoaliviado!®

Pico del Aguila. Nam-myoho-
renge-kyo.

Nichiren

En el decimosexto dia del sexto
mes. (MW-4, pag. 143)

‘El corazon es lo

POR FAVOR VEA GOSHO, 10
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ALINA M ARRERO, PUERTO RICO

El Poder del Daimoku Crea Armonia

y escritora de profe- hablarle a mijefe del Presidentgrimera actriz en una funcién, de-que tenia que
sion. Llevo trece afios delkeda y de la Soka Gakkai e hicdante de 2,000 estudiantes. suceder.
ractica, en los que heladeterminacion de convertirme Este hecho ocupé la primera Y yo es-
nvocado daimoku y en la libretista més responsabl@lana de los periddicos y noticiataba  feliz!
gongyo todos los dias. Llegué ay cumplidora de la emisora.rios en Puerto Rico y enPude ver
Budismo de Nichiren Daisho- Cuando tuve éxito en ésto, llaVenezuela. Senti  muchaclaramente el
nin, enferma, sin trabajo, sinmaron a mi esposo y le dijerorverglienza, y almismotiemporenpoder  del
auto estima, con un hijo retar-que yo era amante de mijefe. cory odio, pues sentia que todo milaimoku, una
dado, y una acusacion de pla- Resumiendo, no pudierontrabajo habia sido en vano. Lasituacién que
gio, lo cual no era verdad. A lasdestruir mi matrimonio. Durante polémica llegé al extremo de di-parecia serim-
tres semanas de practicar, emeste tiempo tuve la buena forvidir alaclase artisticaen dos banposible  se
pecé a ver cambios en mi vidatuna de poder conversar, recibidos: los que defendian a la actripudo resolver
De inmediato, mis padres y miorientacion y aliento de un lideragredida, la cual era venezolanagn armonia.
hijo comenzaron a practicar. y a través de mis esfuerzos déos que defendian al actor puerAlentada con
Hice muchos shakubukus.Aldaimoku Y estudio de las guiagorriquefio, porque era puertor-esta experien-
afio me casé, y tres afios despuélel Presidente Ikeda pude suriquefio y habia que defenderlocia continte
mi esposo empezo a practicaperar muchos obstaculos yEn medio de mi odio senti quemi préactica
En el transcurso del tiempo heecibir muchos beneficios. Viajéalgo me faltaba y que mi actitudhaciendo ac-
recibido muchos beneficiosa varios paises de Sudaméricajo era la mejor. Fue cuando se mévidades en | §
Pero mis retos y beneficios magentral América y a varias ciu-ocurrié la idea de entonarmi distrito, \ ]
significativos han sido en.los Gl-dades de los Estados Unidosdaimoku para que sucediera algasistiendo al Iy A\ \
timos cinco afios, Escribi muchos comerciales yque hiciera la paz, algo que efComité de Alina Marrero
En el 1993, confundida al en-documentales.Una de mis obragigar de separar, uniera. Canté tre&suntos Rela-
frentar una situacion penosdue estrenada como parte de uhoras de daimoku diarias para queionado con el Templo en Puertdadas, y la mia fue una de ellas, fue
como lider de distrito de la Sokafestival y fue premiada por el In-el agresor se declarara culpableRico, e involuncrandome en todaun gran éxito.Con orgullo com-
Gakkai, decidi, renunciar a mistitudo de Cultura Puer-sin embargo, el mismo dia delo que podiade corazén, conladeparti mis experiencias como
posicion. Apesar de mi con-toriquefia, otra fue estrenada ejuicio por la mafiana el actor leterminacion de orary trabajar paraniembro de la Soka Gakkai In-
fusién, en mi mente sobresaliel extranjero.Acepté una ofertadecia a la prensa que era victimarear unién en mi ambiente.Unaernacional y pude aclarar a uno
claramente la determinacién depara la adaptacion a teatro y lale una mentira malintencionada.de mis obras fue recientementele los autores presente( quién
no dejar la practica y no retirardireccion de la obra “Dofia Bar-  El juicio se pospuso para laescogida pararepresentar a Puertenia una mal interpretacion de la
mi apoyo a la organizacién.  bara de don Rémulo Gallegos."dos de la tarde. A mediodia fuiRico en el Tercer Simposio de Au-SGI) nuestro verdadero rol en la
De repente senti que toda la Entré de lleno a trabajar ena micasa a entonar daimoku cotores Latinoamericanos en Ale-sociedad.
isla estaba en mi contra, estabasta obra, pero tuve que enfrental (inico propdésito de perdonar amania, al cual asisti con mi es- Quiero agradecer atodas aque-
trabajando en una emisora déarealidad de que los actores quagresor. Cuando regresé a lposo y acabamos de regresar.Hlias personas, que pacientemente
radio como escritora de prograestaban trabajando en esta obeorte, ¢saben qué? El actor sAlemania pudimos crear lazos dene han apoyado. Mi determi-
mas y mi jefe habia recibidono tenian ningun entusiasmogdeclar6 culpable. Con lagrimasamistad con otros autores de difemacion es responder al Presidente
anénimos en los cuales le adreinaba la indisciplina.y la dis- en los ojos pidi6 perddn a la acente paises y de diferente relilkeda y convertirme en una ciu-
vertian de mi religion satanica ycordia. La situacion empeorétriz, aVenezuelay a Puerto Ricogiones, entre 25 obras represerdadana mundial que pueda im-
opresora; retando estas circunhasta el punto que uno de los acSalimos de la corte y los dostando diferente paises, cuatrgartir alegria y armonia donde-
stancias tomé la oportunidad partores golped malamente a lébandos se unieron. Sucedié Idueron escogidas para ser presemuiera que me encuentre. [

Nuestras Carreras Matutinas

Por ENRIQUE MURILLO entrenamos. Le digo que, erél me estoy ejercitando en otraf
CHICAGO vez de enfocarse en ganar duareas de mi vida.
rante la proxima temporada, es El 23 de junio de 1983 bebi
ada domingo, por lapreferible disfrutar el entre- por Ultima vez. Luego ingresé al
mafiana, antes de ir a las reaamiento, porque es facil caerinico grupo de Alcohdlicos
uniones de la Soka Gakkai, mien el espiritu de competenciaAnonimos que habia en mi co
hijo Pablo y yo salimos a correr.Correr acompafiado puede semunidad (en México.) Los
Pablo tiene 8 afios y yo 38. Amuy placentero. Ya esta aprenprimeros afios estuve muy feliz =
ambos nos fascina correr. Haliendo a regular su paso. de no beber, de no desperdiciar ¢
participado un par de maratones El ejercicio lo esta fortale- dinero en alcohol.
en Chicago y en algunas caciendo e independizando y yo Si es verdad que las adic. : :
rreras de distancia medianagstoy aprendiendo a permitirleciones se sustituyen, a mi alcol= e w L
pero no hay comparacién entrgue haga las cosas que puedw®lismo lo reemplazé el deporte Enrique y su hijo Pablo.
correr solo y correr con mi hijo. hacer solo. Lo que mas le gustduego vine a Estados Unidos y
Solemos hablar en el camino yes correr distancias largas en encontré otros obstaculos (tales Nancy, mi esposa, tambiénsefia que debemos dar prueba de
a veces reimos. Hemos estadbosque, o a lo largo del Lagocomo problemas migratorios,practica el Budismo y siemprenuestra practica.
corriendo durante todo el in-Michigan. falta de vivienda, des-llevamosaPabloyaAnaluciaa Pablo se levanta cuando las
vierno y pronto afrontaremosla Pablo dice a la gente que laconocimiento del Inglés y des-las actividades del Centro Cul-calles aln estan oscuras, mirael
lluvia de la primavera, la cual noestoy entrenando. La verdad eempleo.) tural de Chicago. Esungran beneielo a través de la ventana,
nos asusta. que él me esta entrenando. Yo po- Sin embargo, tuve la fortunaeficio tener familiares en la orga-luego se asoma a nuestro cuarto
Pablo comenz6 a caminar unalria estar corriendo distanciasle conocer a la maestra Amandaizacion. y susurra: “Enrique, vamos a
milla a los 2 afios, y a correrlargas a fin de prepararme para eRivera, una de las dirigentes de Entonar Nam-myoho-renge-correr.”
cuando tenia alrededor de 4préximo maraton de Chicago, onuestro movimiento, quien mekyo es mas facil que hacerlo solo. No nos es facil correr, en el
Acostumbraba despertarme paraodria dormir hasta tarde. invit6 a la Soka Gakkai. Rpida-De esa manera nuestros hijodedio Oeste las condiciones
que fuéramos a ver los patos de Los dos podriamos pasamente conoci muchos miembrosprenden viéndonos. No bastzlimatolégicas pueden ser
Indian Boundary Park. El afiohoras frente al televisor, 0 yo poy lideres de la organizacién quecon decirles que no beban, o qudesvastadoras, pero, apenas
pasado participo en carreras ddria estar bebiendo alcoholme brindaron su apoyo, y antesio fumen, mientras que los aduldlegamos a los caminos, nos
unamillay en 2 de 5 kilometros.como lo hice hace 16 afios; emle 3 afios habia resuelto mucha®s bebemos y fumamos. La docacostumbramos al viento, a la
Gano algunas. Ahora so6locambio, al despertar y correr corde mis problemas. trina de Nichiren Daishonin en-lluvia, a la nieve. I
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Los Latinos Celebran su Tercer Festival

Por JOSEFINA CAPARROSO contrario: La cosa se puschabitamos.Esta fue una grampuUblico de sus
SAN FRANCISCO mejor, ya que los danzantes desportunidad para renovar nuesasientos, quienes |
cidieron hacer su presentaciérra determinacién de llevar ade inmediato

Al sonido de la alarma de fuegoen el estacionamiento, mientragabo nuestra misiébn de compareomenzaron a
y a solo dos minutos de habeel publico esperaba la autortir con los demés el Budismo de&'mover el bote.”
comenzado el Tercer Festivaizacién para volver al Auditorio Nichiren Daishonin como jNo hay duda
Latino el 29 de Marzo, en el Au-lkeda. miembros de la SGI. que los latinos
ditorio Ikeda de San Francisco, De regreso a la sala, el resto Al final, la presentacion es-estan presentes en
Calif., la audiencia ahi presentedel programa estuvo lleno depecial de la cancion “Oye Comola lucha por el
tuvo que dejar sus asientos.  colorido, ritmo y movimiento. Va” interpretada por la Bandamovimiento de
¢Elmotivo? “Exceso de calor  Eltalento innegable y vivido Juvenil de Metales, levanté alkosen-rufu!! [
latino,” dijeron unos mientras sede los partici-
vieron forzados a dejar el audipantes se dejo
torio. “Demasiado dramaver. Hubo
latino,” dijeron otros. Ninguno merengue y
estaba errado. Ese dia ciertasalsa, musica de
mente habia una brisa emopiano danza fla-
cional fogosa y mucho espiritumenca y mo-
dramatico entre los partici-derna, poesia,
pantes, pero esas realmente nabras de arte y
fueron las causas que detonaronna suculenta
la alarma de fuego esa tardgama de platil-
soleada. los étnicos.

Los danzantes aztecas, El Gosho,
quienes llegaron ataviados coriRissho Ankoku
sus magnificos trajes y adornaRon,” fue el
dos con espectaculares plumasema del dia, ha-
encendieron incienso de copactiendo claro que §
para hacer su entrada. Esto basté propagacién
para que la alarma de fuegalel Budismo
mandara una sefial. ¢ Logré éstderdadero nos
detener el festival? asegura la paz

Desde luego que no, por ekenlastierras que

GOSHO, pE PiG. 8 hilos, directamente desde elcon los hijos como otras personadas convicciones, transmitién-encuentra en la oracion. Es fun-
alma. Asi podremos hablar elPero el hecho de pasar muchadoselo con su propio ejemplodamental tomar iniciativas
evacuado de Tokio para evitar uno con el otro. Crearemos unéhoras con ellos no garantiza qué&ormar lazos de vida a vida corconcretas para comunicarles a
los bombardeos aéreos: alianza de padre a hijo. Y, si tulleguen a ser grandes hombres lps hijos es la clave de la edudos hijos los sentimientos y con-
quieres, también podemos in-mujeres; eso pasa por otros carreacion en el hogar y forja indi- vicciones de uno, cada vez que
Por un tiempo, no podremos cluir en ella a tu madre y a tusles. En verdad, a veces sucede queéduos de excelente personalidadsea posible.
vernos, pero quiero que nos ha- abuelos. los hijos que se han criado con la Desde luego, cada casa es dis- Lo que unia al Daishonin con
gamos una promesa. En algin presencia constante de los padrémta y uno no puede hacer genersus seguidores no era la autori-
momento de la mafiana, cuando El que abraza la fe jamas se su alrededor desarrollan vincualizaciones a partir de la experiendad. Ni tampoco estaban juntos
te sea conveniente, siéntatesiente aislado. El corazon logrdos de dependencia y encuentrania de los demés. Naturalmente, esn funcion de algun interés ma-
frente al Gohonzon e invocacomunicarse siempre, sin faltadificultad para cultivar una men-importante que el tiempo com-terial. Lo que los mantenia unidos
cien daimoku. A esa misma Lo mismo ocurre con la edu-talidad auténoma y confianza erpartido con los hijos sea de buenara el corazén. Por dicho motivo,
hora, yo también estaré invo-cacion en el hogar. Uno puedesi mismos. calidad. Pero el componente masu relacion era poderosa e indes-
cando como td. estar atareado haciendo activi- Lo mas noble es que los padresBnportante de la educacion estéructible. Por dicho motivo, su
De esa forma, podremos co-dades para el kosen-rufu. Tal vezgnsefien orgullosamente a suen los lazos de corazon a corazéwida estaba colmada de benefi-
municarnos con el corazén,por ese motivo, no tenga tantasijos unaforma de vida basada eAlli esta la esencia. cios y los lazos que compartian
como si fuese una telegrafia sirocasiones de estar fisicamentel altruismo y en la dedicaciéon a La base de un vinculo asi seran nobles y perpetuos. [

Notas de| GOShO 4. Kiyomori Nyodo (1118-81:) capital del Japén durante el supo la noticia de su derrota, el  Nichiren Daishoninyol. 1, pag.
Taira no Kiyomori, lider del can  periodo homénimo (719-94.)  emperador Wu cometi6 el error  196.(This book is the transla-

1. Ko-ama Gozen Gosh@0sho 145, En 1177, desenmascaré Entre ellos, se contaban los tem-  de creer que el oficial se habiare-  tion of The Major Writings of
Zenshypags. 1324-25) escritoen na conspiracion contra el clan  plos Todai-ji y Kofuku-ji. belado contra la dinastia. Asi  Nichiren Daishoninyol. 1, by
junio de 1275, cuando el Daisho-  T4ira en Nara, y, en represaliag. Provincia de Sagami: Enellasese Pues, hizo asesinar a todos los  SGI Argentina.)
nin tenia cincuenta y cuatro anos. iz q arrasar los templos Todai-ji emplazaba la ciudad de Ka- miembros de su familia. Luego, 14. VéaseThe Major Writings of
Nota del editor: Para no afectar y ofyku-ji, por haber prestado makura, sede del gobiernomilitar. €l monarca se arrepintié y ofre-  Nichiren Daishoninyol. 6, pag.
?alslggllgqrgghé?i%?\' ‘i’; c?elgdlffr:e?'ﬁ apoyo a los traidores. 9. SuWu (14060 a.c. ) Ministro  Ci0 tomar recaudos para que re- 25,
un poco de otras Vgrsiones tra.5- Masakado (m. 940:) Taira no  de la dinastia Han temprana. En  gresaraasalvo. Pero LiLingre-15 \gase iB., pag.258.
ducidas. l\/llasaléado, ggerrgro que tellerfz'o 100 a.c., el emperador Wu envi6 E'Lé?ﬁné nmuuno en tierras de 10S) g » ¢ontinuacion se transcribe la

: ; ; el poder en Japon oriental. EN g SuWu a la tierra de la tribu né- e ion li i

2. Los siete reinados de las deidades g39 ‘se rebeld contra la corte im- mada Hsiung-nu, para exigir11. Nota del Editor: Todas las citas g%cé%%c;onr:elgecrigggl pasaje de
celestialesy los cincoreinados de paria|'y se proclamé nuevo em-  |ealtad a su imperio. El cabecilla ~ del Sutra del Loto han sido ex-y, \ouo o4 el Lo
las deidades terrenales: Serefiere harador. Sin embargo, fue as- de la tribu rechaze la demanda e traidas derhe Lotus SutrdEl .N_ah_ao | Dy.uho- ~>eguidor de
a deidades autdctonas que, segln gqinado, y asi acabé su conato de hizo encarcelar a SuWu en una  Sutra del Loto,) trad. Al Inglés IchrIt(en k'a'lsl Od”'nsqge gl_wo_ X
Sapon Anies Ge.In Gpoca del ey, rebelion gruta. Antes de poder regresar a _por Burton Watson, Editorial de 2008 i8000 80 Tt Orr-

o i o 12 &P "5.Sadato (1019-62:) Abe no los dominios del Emperador, la Universidad de Columbia, ~ S3FTENCO™ ¥ BICEn aquel ya

P . Sadato, jefe de una poderosa fa- padecio toda clase de adversi- NuevaYork, 1993, cap.16,pag. .14 sido perdonado y vivia en

3. yu%’ggr?gﬁongu'\gogé’ao(pr{]-sgsg:l)a milia del Jap6n oriental. Traté de  dades. 228. el monte Minobu
A ; independizarse del régimen im-10. LiLing (m.74 a.c.’) Comandante12. Sammai-do: Santuario en ru- . ’
adopcién del budismo. Cuando peria|; pero fue derrotado y miIitarg((je la dinagﬁa Han tem- _ inas, situado en medio de un ce18- Véase Gosho  Zenshu,

estallé una epidemia, declar "0 uerto en combate : ; ; pag.1335.

y D . rana. Durante una batalla, fue menterio, donde el Daishonin . : o
que se deb |aaesfanueva:jrel|gl]|or}. Siete templos principales de gapturado porlas tribus nomadas ~ Pasé su primer invierno durantel9- VéaseThe Major Writings of
e intent6 poner fin a todas 1as™" N5 5" Eran los templos mas  Hsiung-nu, que lo tomaron pri- €l exilio a Sado. Nichiren Daishoninvol. 6,

practicas budistas. destacados del budismo en Nara, sionero. Cuando en la corte sel3.Los Principales escritos de pags. 256-57.
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ious money troubles he met The audience began to sing
> new with. The work reflected the stu-along with the performers, their

dent division’s strong commit- exuberant voices, 10,000 strong,

ment to keep a sharp eye on theeverberating powerfully through

conduct of those in public office the hall.

and to fight corruption and other

abuses of power.

The climax of this first day of llowing the perfor-
the culture festival was a show- mances were speeches
ing of the film Keep Trying, from several leaders.
Dad! produced by the Soka Shin’ichi Yamamoto
Gakkai News Bureau. The mainthen took the stage to address
character was a junior highthe audience:

school girl named Akiko, and  “Just when you were feeling
the film told the story, with uplifted and inspired by the
warmth and humor, of her fa-beautiful singing, the beautiful
ther’s struggle to spur himself tofaces and beautiful melodies of

A NOVELIZED HISTORY OF THE SOKA GAKKAI action based on faith. Portrayinghe performers, you were con-

the situations and feelings manyfronted with the sober faces of
. 4 of the members experienced ifeaders talking about doctrine,
TH E FLO WE R O F c U LTU R E daily life, it struck a deep chord propagation and guidance. You
with the audience and was enhave my deepest apologies.
VOLUME 7, CHAPTER 1, PARTS 1922 thusiastically received. “But please don’t worry. I've

£ . The News Bureau had beerasked the youth division chiefto
The first-ever Soka Gakkai culture fomedin May 1961 and, havingdo away with closing speeches

festival is held. Shin‘ichi Yamamoto launched a successful monthland addresses at all future music
d newsreel, the “Seikyo News,” festivals!”
believes that art should return to the hagaisoembarkedonproducing Shin'ichi's easygoing humor

people and that culture festivals are one dramatic films. drew a roar of laughter from the
’ . 4T e L Faith is a drama of humancrowd.
way to achieve this. ‘There is no other (evolution. At the same time, it “On my way here from

organization like ours in the world!’ he transforms for the better theTokyo,” he wenton, “l was read-
lives of families and creates newing Sohachi Yamaoka’s histori-

says. He criticizes politicians for not dramas of friendship and fel-cal novelTakasugi Shinsaku

H H H H lowship at work and in the com-now being serialized in the
putting noble ideals into ;_)ractlce for the munity. This in turn contributes Seikyo Shimbun
people as the Soka Gakkai has. to the wider drama of making “There is a scene in which
society and the world a betteryoshida Shoin, the great edu-
place. The staff of the News Bu-cator and reformer under whom
reau wanted to make films thatfTakasugi studied, comes to re-
nother reason that When people aspire to liveond-floor lobby. Though the gen-would communicate this to alize one of life's most impor-
Shin’ichi Yamamoto with dignity, they find them- eral level of the works may notviewers. tant truths while imprisoned
proposed the holding selves turning naturally to art,have been particularly high, they On the following day, Oct. during the Ansei Purge [of po-
of music and culture appreciating beautiful musicwere full of life and energy, and 15, Shin’ichi attended the secHitical leaders and court nobles
festivals was because the artand fine paintings. Furthermore seemed to breathe with a freshond part of the culture festival atwho opposed the Tokugawa
must return to the people. Thewhen humanity and the humarcreative vitality. the Yokohama Culture and Ath-shogunate, 1858-60]. ‘Even
arts are the great spiritual treaspirittriumph, they leadtoabril- At 5:50 p.m., the culture fes- letics Center. The program centhe grandest vision,’ he de-
sures of all humankind. liant cultural flowering and the tival got under way. It begantered on musical performancesclares, ‘is worth less than a
Yet, at that time, only a smallappearance from among thevith a light, enjoyable perfor- with the Brass Band debuting itsbowl! of broth unless itis rooted
number of people in Japan atpeople of truly great artworks. mance by the young women’sfirst symphonic number, inreality and putinto practice.’
tended classical music concerts or division harmonica ensemble,Beethoven’s Symphony No. 3 “In other words, the loftiest
went to see the ballet or the tradi- The Soka Gakkai’s first cul- followed by a rendition of (“Eroica”), op. 55. Following ideal is worthless, meaningless,
tional arts or visited art galleries.ture festival was divided into Beethoven’s Septet in E-flatthis was a performance by theunless grounded in people’s
Part of the problem was that theéwo parts. The first was held Oct.Major, op. 20, by the student di-Fife and Drum Corps, a debut bylives, unless there are those will-
Japanese people were not all thdt4 at the Kyoritsu Auditorium in vision, solo singing by arts divi- the YWD’s Fuji Chorus, piano ing to risk their lives to practice
interested in the arts; another thathe Kanda area of Tokyo and thesion members and a choral perperformances by Arts Depart-and realize that ideal.
those in the arts did not make sufsecond Oct. 15 at the Yokohamdormance by the White Lily ment members, and a presenta- “In Japan since the war,
ficient efforts to reach out andCulture and Athletics Center. ItChorus of the women'’s division. tion by the Fuji Wind Ensemble.leaders and politicians have

bring their art to the people. combined the student festivals It was a night of music — andbeen voicing many ideals and

Shin’ichi viewed kosen-rufu — featuring exhibits and the- music of many kinds, including acting as if they are friends to
as a cultural movement rooted iratrical, musical and choral per- heatrical and dance per-classical, Japanese folk songthe people. But have they not
the lives of the people. Once formances organized by the stu- formances followed. and Soka Gakkai songs. failed to make even a single of
when asked by some young peodent division — and the music The young women’s  The finale of the evening wasthose ideals a reality? These
ple what conditions would re- festivals organized by the youth student division pre- a choral rendition of the days we hear the government

sult from the spread of Nichirendivision, which had become reg-sented the Japanese classic corftakkai’s “Song of Renewal,” touting the need to ‘develop the
Daishonin’s teachings, he saidular events on the Gakkai calenedyGargoyle and then Arts De- accompanied by the Brass Bandpeople’ and ‘build the nation,’
“Just to give an example from adar. partment members presentedhe song had been written andut aren’t those things nor-
cultural perspective, we might In addition, there were spe-traditional Japanese dance. = composed by the young men’amally the responsibility and
describe it as when ordinary, lit-cial guest performances by Thiswas followed by the per-division and first introduced in duty of government? The fact

tle old Japanese ladies are segrouth division leaders and Artsformance of an original play ti- March that year. that those in pwer feel com-
talking with ease about theDepartment members. It wastled Somewhere Todayvritten pelled to say such things shows
works of Beethoven and Bach intruly a celebration of a new hu-and performed by members of How strong is the rushing that they have been doing noth-
their daily conversations.” Cul- manistic culture. the young men’s student divi- tide! ing until now.

ture and art take on their true When Shin'ichi arrived at the sion. The play satirized the real- The champions of kosen- “In contrast, the Soka
meaning when they are knowrKyoritsu Auditorium the evening ity of corruption among local rufu rise gallantly, Gakkai cherishes the supreme
and loved by the people. With-of Oct. 14, he first viewed the government officials through  Holding aloft the banner of life-philosophy of Nichiren
out the participation and appre-paintings, calligraphy and pho-the story of a municipal assem- human happiness. Daishonin. Based on that phi-

ciation of the people, culture andography exhibits presented bybly representative who had Stirring up a storm, young
art are empty, meaningless. the student division on the secbhought his election and the var- people gather. PLEASE SEE CULTURE, NEXT PAGE
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“| can therefore proudly de- “While violence and war are proposal was greeted by ecstaby news from the United States
clare for all to hear that the Sokahreats to our existence, the arttic cheers and applause. of an event that threatened the
losophy, we are working for Gakkai is an organization thatexpress the joy of life. Wherever To the opening strains ofsurvival of the human race.
the noble goal of realizing champions the highest idealghe correct Buddhist teachings'Song of the New Century,” President John F. Kennedy
world peace and happiness foand upholds an unrivaled phi-spread, there will be jubilant po-everyone in the audience begamade a special address to his
all. So far, we have helped aldosophy. Its members have aletry, song and dance. Joy is sulto clap resoundingly in time nation, broadcast from the
most 3 million households ways worked and lived amonglimated into art. with the music. Shin’ichi led the White House by television and
genuinely overcome their suf-the people and stood on the side “As a result, wherever we song with all the grace andradio at 7:00 p.m., Oct. 22. On
fering and find fulfillment. We of the people, becoming theirwho practice the Daishonin’sstrength of a mighty eagle soarscreen, his face appeared pale
have reached out to the sickstaunchestally. There is no otheBuddhism go, splendid flowersing through the sky. and drawn; he spoke slowly
some who have been abanerganization like ours in the of art will bloom. Our missionis ~ The members sang with moreand forcefully, placing grave
doned even by their doctorsworld!” to link people’s hearts with this passion and joy than in any otheemphasis on each word: “This
and have lost all hope or will to blossoming of life’'s joy and to of the festival's performances. government, as promised, has
live. We have reached out to create a beautiful garden ofTheirvoices and hearts were commaintained the closest surveil-
people saleeply depressed and in’ichi's words elicited peace on earth. pletely in time with Shin’ichi's lance of the Soviet military
frustrated as to have contem- an explosion of ap- “Inclosing, | thank all of you vigorous movements. build-up on the island of Cuba.
plated suicide. And through lause. Waiting until it very much for allowing me and  For the Soka Gakkai, that dayWithin the past week unmis-
tenaciousdialogue and en- nded, he continued:  the other Soka Gakkai Board ofmarked a fresh departure on @akable evidence has estab-
couragement, we have helped “This wonderful, joyous, en- Directors to view and enjoy yourjourney across the vast sea dfished the fact that a series of
them find hope and strength taertaining culture festival hasenthusiastic performances. Orife toward the destinations ofoffensive missile sites is now
go on living. come about through the power obehalf of the board memberspeace and culture. in preparation on that impris-

“We have worked day andthe people, and | am convincedand as an expression of our ap- oned island.”
night for the happiness of suffer-that it clearly demonstrates thepreciation, I'lllead youinone of  Eight days after the culture
ing individuals and for all people. triumph of the human spirit. our Soka Gakkai songs.” Hisfestival, the world was rocked

CULTURE, FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

To be continued

Photos by JONATHAN WILSON

YOUTH, rroM PAGE 1

a youth outreach professiona
with the Philadelphia Anti-Vi-
olence Network; and a young
man who had a violent past andi
spoke about his experiences.

Dr. Gottlieb commented on
“an emotional and relationship
poverty of children who have
no support, no guidance and n(
love. There is a poverty of role
models and spirituality and,
most devastating, a poverty of
hope.”

An hour was barely enough

Social worker Eve Greenspan addresses question to panel.

time to mention all the aspectsaabuse during pregnancy andvere taken from the audienceradio broadcast as part of a
of this problem: the need foryouth; poverty; taking respon-A young woman who is an SGI-SGI-USA youth division-
young people to have at leassibility; and talking with one USA member and a socialsponsored activity — came
worker said that the federalabout because of determinatiof
talk; the effects of substance Questions and commentsgovernment should — butand hard work.

one caring adult with whom to another.

doesn’t — make children atop Ms. Blackwell also noted the
priority through funding and diversity of people in the audi-
programs. ence (comprising both SGI-
Talking about the insight he USA members and non-mem-
gained from the day’s program,bers). Perhaps pointing to a
Dr. Gottlieb said that “this dis- future trend, this event for
cussion clarified for me the Philadelphia SGI-USA mem-
issue of love. We professionalshers was a synthesis of public re-
get distracted by research, théations, community outreach,
social view, and sometimespublic service and education as
lose the basics, like the fact thato what the SGI-USA is all about
young people need love.” — how we reach into society to
Eva Blackwell, SGI-USA encourage dialogue about cur-
member and producer ofrent problems. Wl
Voices in the Family, said that
this landmark event — a live

WHYY talk show host Dr. Dan Gottlieb responds to panelist at a discussion on youth violence that was broadcast live from the Philadelphia Community Center.

Discussions On Youth

This compilation of dia-
logues among the SGI pres-
ident and high school divi-
sion leaders of the Soka
Gakkai was published to
commemorate May 3, Soka
Gakkai Day.

Topics explored: love, deal-
ing with hardships, friendship,
the importance of reading lit-
erature, finding happiness at
school and in the workplace,
and how to bring out the best
in oneself.

Price: $5.00 M/O#: 0110
Phone: (800) 626-1313
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SGI PrRESIDENT |IKEDA’S EssAy

WINGS OF
IMAGINATION

SGI President Ikeda has been writing and editing stories for children
for almost 50 years to ‘nurture the wings of imagination in their young
minds. Imagination leads to many things, he says: justice, courage, hope,
honesty, kindness — a happier world, a new century.

By HO GOKU

PEN NAME OF SGI PRESIDENT IKEDA

he fresh greenery of May
sparkles. From this month,
| have begun to write a new chil-
dren’s story. Set in Mongolia
and titledThe White Horse and
the Grasslandst is being seri-
alized in theShogakusei Bunka
Shimbunthe biweekly newspa-
per of the Soka Gakkai Boys anc
Girls Group. This is my 18th
children’s story since | pub-
lishedThe Cherry Treen 1974.
Mr. Toda once said to me,
“Daisaku, | want to ride across
the Mongolian plains with you on
horseback!” | will never forget
those words of my dear mentor
who held such fervent hopes foi
the peace of Asia and the world.
The great grass plains of
Mongolia stretch out forever,
under endless skies. I, too, wan
to gallop across those grang
open spaces with our children
the emissaries of the future.
want to send breezes of courag
and hope into the blue sky of thg
human spirit. With those
thoughts in mind, | lifted my pen
to beginThe White Horse and
the Grasslands.

[

Speaking of horses, | am re
minded how seven years ago, M
Duisheyev, atthat time the deputy
prime minister of Kyrgyzstan,
which is also renowned for its
wide grasslands, gave me a mag
nificent horse that we decided tq
name Aotogo (Youth). Some of}
our Soka Gakkai members in
Bekkai, Hokkaido, offered to
care for the horse, and we were a|
awaiting the day of its arrival. Un-
fortunately, Aotogo was not al-
lowed into the country because o
strict Japanese quarantine reg
lations and was sent back to th
grasslands of its birth.

One of the reasons | am writ
ing this new story is to repay th
kindness of Mr. Duisheyev and
my friends in Hokkaido. As |
write, my heartis warmed by th
vision of Aotogo racing across
the open plains.

[

Looking back, the first task
that was entrusted to me when
began working at Mr. Toda’s
publishing company was edit-
ing a children’s magazine. In
May 1949, at 21, | became the

Photo by LISA HOLLIS

I think that experience is
what led me to writing chil-
dren’s stories.

[]

Three years ago, a three-page
entry about me was included in
an American reference book ti-
tled Something About the Au-
thor: Facts and Pictures about
Authors and lllustrators of
Books for Young Childrein it,
my works were said to exem-
plify the virtues of hope and per-
severance in the face of adver-
sity. | was happy to see that my
purpose in writing for children
had been grasped so accurately
by book critics.

My children’s stories were
first introduced to the world
through the efforts of the well-
known illustrator of children’s
literature Brian Wildsmith. He
drew the illustrations for four of
my books, includingrhe Snow
Country Prince.l was im-
pressed with the tremendous
beauty of his work, a veritable
symphony of gorgeous color.

The first time | met him, at
the Seikyo Shimbun Building in
1988, | asked what he thought
children really seek. He replied,
without a moment’s hesitation,
“Happiness.” It was a clear an-
swer, right on the mark. And |
agreed with him completely.

[]

Happiness blooms in the gar-
den of the heart. Big, beautiful
blossoms of happiness flower in
arich, strong, spiritual soil. But
neither hopes nor dreams will
grow in a barren spiritual soil
that is dominated b6

y violence and greed. And
there are few adults today who
will clearly spell out for chil-
dren what is right and good,
what are life’s true treasures.

The spiritual decline of chil-
dren means the decline of hu-
manity as a whole. That is why
| decided to cultivate the hearts
of young children, to plant seeds
in them — the seeds of justice,
of courage, of hope, of honest
effort, of kindness.

Writing children’s stories is
an attempt to do this.

[

The day fast approaches
when the children who are emis-
saries of the future will gallop

magazine’s editor-in-chief. | de- artist who later did the illustra- manuscript for a story calledwe couldn’tdisappoint our read-upon white steeds across the

cided to introduce famous chil-tions for The Human Revolu- “The Childhood of Pestalozzi,” ers, either.

plains of the 21st century. When

dren’s stories from around thetion, do the illustrations for the announced in the previous issue So | sat down at my desk and| think of that day, the bell of

world in its pages.
| liked children very much published it.

and wanted to nurture the wings

of imagination in their young D

minds. | still fondly remember

having Teikichi Miyoshi, the | also recall once when thehim. Still, having announced it, of children.

story of Cinderella when we of our magazine, was going to ben a single session, wrote thehope rings loudly in my heart.
too late for our press date. Thestory of the childhood of the
author was already busy writinggreat Swiss educator Johanmf the heart to these children is
a novel for us in installments, Heinrich Pestalozzi, just as if | my most fervent wish. | believe
and | wasn'tin a position to pushwere telling it aloud to a groupit is the responsibility of all

Communicating the treasures

adults. W]
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We Will Be Children

Photo by LISA HOLLIS

By CHRYS COHEN

IRVINE, CALIF.

nce upon atime, long
ago and far away, a
ceremony took place
in the air. Beautiful
bodhisattvas from all corners of]
the universe gathered to pledge t
return at the time of the Latter|

Day of the Law to lead all people]
to happiness. They promised tq
be born at that time with terrible

troubles, which they would over-§*

come in order to show the powe
of Nam-myoho-renge-kyo.

“Who wants to have serious
health problems?”

“We do!” declared one group.

“What about severe financial
troubles?”

“Over here, we'lltake those on.”

“Painful relationships?”

“Oh, please, let us have that,”
offered another group.

One very large group of par-
ticularly splendid-looking bod-
hisattvas stood silent, waiting.

“What will your group do?”
they were asked.

“We will be children, in a

‘We will be born to parents
who themselves were
wounded as children....
We will use our life force
to encourage....

We are the emissaries
of the future.

time when children are an en-
dangered species.
“We will be born to parents

who themselves were wounded

as children. We will choose

mothers, fathers, teachers and

other adults who are in pain,

confused, overwhelmed and unt

sure of how to raise us. And we
will help them by loving them
with our whole beings; a love
we will silently express each
time they look us in the eye.
“We will change their lives
with our hugs and kisses. And ng
matter how much we are shusheg
sent to the back of the room
made to feel unwelcome or|
likened to devilish functions, we

will continue undaunted, because

we understand that anger come
from the pain of their past.

“So we will smile until they
smile back. We will cherish and
be heartened by those adults wh
communicate the treasures of th
heart with us each time they wink
at us, give us a smile or hug, tus;
sle our hair or get their faces clos
to us when they speak.

“We will use our life force to
encourage all those we interac
with to embrace the spirit and
heart of our mentor. We are the
emissaries of the future.” [

The Art of Buddhism

seemed odd to me at first, buthe effort itself. The brush, theme courage to move, to take
soon made perfect sense. Weiano, the word processor or thehances, to try something new,
practice. That's what we do. Notmarble calls to the artist, and theAnd it can free my imagination
all we do, of course, but the mosartist cannot resist. Which mayso that | can find the answers
explain why Shakyamuni be-seek.

Neither Buddhism nor art arelieved, at first, that those of the
meantto be dabbled in, casuallyworld of Realization (or Ab- someone may ask. Itdoesn’t mat

By BARBARA SOHMERS

NORTH HOLLYWOOD, CALIF.

“How do you
get to
Carnegie
Hall?”
“Practice,
practice,
practice!”

his aged quip started

about the similarities
between the practice of

the Daishonin’s Buddhism andused the analogy of a threecommunicate, to chances, to tTy

that of art. legged stool whose legs areshare art with the 7 is born with a
For one thingthe word itself: faith, practice and study. If oneworld, was at least some.thmg new. passion to create
practice. Do you know how to leg is missing, the stool will not as powerful as the And it Canﬁ’ee art. But all living
say “l chant” in France? On a tripstand. Study, whether of historyneed to create it. 7 7 i beings need to
to Paris some time back, | askedechnique, Buddhist writings, ~Which brings my lmagmatwn create, whether it
several members. They said, t@ven the daily newspapers wittme to faith. so that I can be a bird’s nest, a
my surprise, that there is no comiheir windows on the world, en-  Faith, for me, ﬁnd the answers three-act play or
mon verb for chanting. The usualiches what we do, be it creationis the most impor- a happy child.
translation of “to chant” is “to or simply the art of living. tant of the three I Seek. What matters is

sing.” One could sayititoner’
— to intone — but it's not a fa-

fundamental part.

just to pass the time. On thesorption) could

other hand, motivated only bynot attain Bul- s VN0 gave his mud

curiosity, we may pick up a dhahood — they

paintbrush or pen and discovewould be far too Faith, for me, is
... the power

By the time he that malkes me
strong.... It gives
me thinking, recently, was what I'd been seeking allShakyamuni must rne courage to
have seen that themove’ to take

that what began as doodling bebusy enjoying
comes a passion that changethemselves!
our lives. | myself began chant-
ing “justto see,” until | found out preached
that Nam-myoho-renge-kyoLotus

the
Sutra,

my life.
Some Buddhist leaders havartist’'s drive to

But practice is twofold. We legs. It is the
practice for ourselves as well apower that makes

miliar word, and few people usefor others. On one hand, theme strong. It gets

it.

artist works to perfect his (orme up in the morning with the
What they do say is “I prac- her) art. More than that, the artisbelief, or at least the hope, that— we have the duty and the gift
tice” (je pratique, which does itfor the sheer, total joy ofthe sun will rise again. It givesto illuminate the way.

“Butwhat if | have no talent?”
ter. The little boy

pie to the Buddha
and was reborn as
King Ashoka did
not stop to evalu-
ate his creation.
There was some-
thing he needed to
make and some-
thing he wanted to
give.

Not everyone

giving something
of value to the
world.

As Buddhists — and artists

[
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MAILBOX

Too Repressed ist depression. Russi is involved. and evening on the subway,
was an impoverished, il- | did truly believe get to read th&Vorld Tribune.
In most Asian/Eastern culturesliterate nation emerging from I think that there has been an atwhat Mr. DeRousse had to say. It really helps a lot. | could
it appears to me that emotionfeudalism. Yet despite count-temptto make the SGI-USA anl did not doubt it at all. | just say that 10 times and not propr
alism (crying, etc.) is often less obstacles, it guaranteed alirm of the anti-family coalition want to express that those wherly emphasize how much en
equated with weakness. citizens a job, a free education— the Gay and Lesbian Al- leftthe SGI-USA did so mostly couragement | have receiveq
Many articles | have readand health care (all of which weliance, the Children’s Defensebecause of their immediatefrom our newspaper. Every day
over the years in th&/orld Tri-  still do not have). For many, it League and the National Orgaleadership problems.... Therd read SGI President Ikeda'’s
bune will share stories of offered a beacon of hope in anization of Women. Theseare “leaders” who still function guidance or an encouraging ex-
women (most often) who havedespairing world. groups are out of touch withthe old way and keep good peoperience or the thoughts, opin
had some great tragedy, ex- Tragically, the Bolshevik most American people and esple from the organization.... ions and ideas of different
pressed very little emotion, andexperiment proved thesepecially the world. It makes me sad that what-members around the country.
boldly gone on to fulfill their adages: Absolute power cor- The worldis moving toward ever | read in théVorld Tri- Thank you very much,
mission. rupts absolutely, and hindsightconservatism, free enterprisébuneandLiving Buddhismis everyone at thé/orld Tribune,
One recent example of thisis 20/20. Long after disillu- and moral values — not liber-never enough when it comes tdor doing such a fantastic job of]
is in one of SGI Presidentsionment, however, in thealism, welfare state policiestrying to get someone backputting together such a great
Ikeda’s speeches in which heUnited States blacks wereand situational ethics. | appre-from the priesthood. When arepublication. And the fact that
relates a story about Madameproudly lynched and someciate efforts by the SGI to en-we going to learn from you manage to do it weekly is
Deng (April 10). Madame were even subjected to “sciengage in ecumenical dialogueour...mistakes — and for aamazing. | can only imagine
Deng talks about the weaknessific experiments” like the But talking to the Dalai Lama, change, do it right! the craziness of meeting dead-
and meaninglessness of cryingmonitoring of untreated Louis Farrakhan, Yassar Arafat When are we going to re-lines and rewrites, etc. You
She continues on to say shayphilis and intentional radia- and Unitarians is “goodness byevaluate our leadership (all lev-have a big job (and a grea
cried only once over the deathion exposure. the inch.” (No specific refer- els) and be able to say: “We ddhonor), and you take it seri-
of her husband because of her Unswayed, despite unre-ence, just the general tenor ohave the right people in placeously.
sense of mission to help hedenting slander and persecuthe dialogue.) Why not ap-just as SGI President Ikeda — HEIDI BERGMAN,
people. tion, Paul Robeson, throughproach Pat Robertson, Dr.stated and wanted. The organi- New York
However, the many modernculture and music, devoted hislames Dobson, Thomas Soweltation is a true SGI organiza-
holistic healers that | have beedife to cultivating warm bonds and the Pope? tion!” Well, until we strive to-
to for treatment of the variousof friendship with all people — ROBIN R. BECK, ward that goal, what else carl have been an SGI member for
ailments of my mind and bodythroughout the world regard- Momence, Ill. we tell our members?! nine years and 10 months! | an
would strongly disagree with less of race, nationality or ide- — KAREN ROACH, e-mailing you to let you know
that type of holding back of ology. San Pedro, Calif. that | am very pleased with the
emotion.... Justwho are your heroes, Just writing to tell you how “Seize the Day” pullout. | feel
Crying is not only an emo- Mr. Klemanowicz?... For me, it pleased | am to see Lisa Jones’ . . that it is a great source of in-
tional release; it creates a ceris a certain Japanese gentle*Worldview” in the June 19 Taklng It Serlously formation for our youth today,
tain chemical change in theman, notorious for having ca-issue! I'm certain that every with youths killing youths in
body that is very healthy....  vorted with dictators behind gay, lesbian, bisexual or transd just moved to New York from the schools. | feel it is a source
For some people, it is dis-the iron and bamboo curtains.gendered SGI member orLos Angeles in February. | of the sort of guidance that is
couraging to have courageous, — MARK ANTON, friend of the SGl is totally de- work very long hours, and con-very necessary nowadays so
emotionless models to look up New York lighted by its appearance theresequently | don't get to manythat youths are not as easily
torather thanreal, crying, feel- Itis important to see that ourmeetings. swayed. Keep up the good
ing people who overcome their beloved organization can ac- Itis hard to start over so farwork.
sorrow in their own way and at knowledge the struggles wefrom home, and many times | — KARL MONROE,
their own pace. A Long Way To Go? (GLBT people) have endured,feel alone. But every morning via e-mail
I am not in any way saying ; and the optimism we can bring
that the many people who door Gomg Too Far? forth due to our magnificent
not show their emotions are not . practice. . Letters printed here do not necessarily reflect the opin-
B e e Sions. Hoae opea om0 airaie mac. o1 ofhe SOLUSA orMord Ttwneln el
about their losses view” on the Stonewall riots progress and greater freedon] box” we will publish members’ comments, suggestions
What I'm sayingi is that we, and the gay rights movement— and to protest the still extant and questions as they pertain to Werld Tribune Be-
as the SGI organization neéc{June 19) forces of bigotry and repres- cause of volume, not all Iett(_ars can be prlnte_d, but the
to appreciate the health)’/ view When House Majority sion.” | will do it! Thanks are all read. Allletters are subject to condensation. Pleas
of expressing our feelings andLeader Trent Lott can calmly, a aiﬁ ' include signature, mailing address and telephone nurm
p 9 9 : 'y, again. ber. Pseudonyms and initials will not be used. Send let
emotions. publicly equate homosexuality — ADRIENNE LANDAU, ters to “Mailbox” World Tribune. 525 Wilshire Boulevard
— CATHY ROBINSON, with drug addiction and klep- Cambridge, Mass. Santa Monica ’CA 90401 or é—mail at wt@sgi-usa or’g
East Northport, N.Y. tomania, it's easy to see that ' ! B
there’s quite a long way to go
) in breaching ignorance andBreakfast of
Heroic Standards creating understanding on thisChampionsr; I I I I B N N e

fundamental human issue. : ¢ z ’
| am truly appalled by Stan I'm heartened by th&vorld | tried with patience to read : Get the ‘World Tribune’ at Home

Klemanowicz’s smug, self- Tribunés brave and forthright through your article by Craig : O 6 months $28 (26 issues) New Orders Only :
righteous letter (“Mailbox,” stance. DeRousse about his “Break-: 0 1year $50 (52 issues) Mail to: :
June 19) lambasting Paul Maybe theWorld Tribune fast at Nikken's” (June 26 : O 3years $110 (156 issues) SGI-USA
Robeson, a towering figurecould get braver still by profil- “Seize the Day”). | honestly : 0 Check/money order enclosed O Please billme — pq Boy 1427
who along with many othersing a gay SGI couple’s rela-have to say that it feels like : ==

T D <

] =0 s g ) : : i Santa Monica, CA :
“sunsparingly gave up their tionship and how their Bud- another tabloid article to me. ; ame (Please prin) 90406—1I427 :
i i i i i i « Address
lives, liberties and fortunes indhist practice has strengtheneds a member for 27 years, 1: ™
the quest for freedom.” it. honestly have a difficult time : City. Or call toll free:
Ours was a country deci- —WILLIAM ROUTHIER, with articles in our newspa- : State ZIP 1-800-835-

mated by laissez-faire capital- Boston pers when tabloid journalism : Source code (if known) 4558




| President Ikeda once he was happier that last year than
wrote: “In life, havinga TONY GOODLETTE , SPRINGFIELD , VA. all of his other 69 years put to-
entor is a source of gether. In fact, he convinced a

reat joy and happiness. [} woman to chant just hours before
The deep relationship betweer he died, in February 1985.
mentor and disciple is, however. a-S er l e The virtue of the parent —
hard for other people to under- which is explained in the Bud-

stand. But when you pursue the dhist concept of the three virtues
way of mentor and disciple — — is the power to embrace peo-
which you have chosen to seel ple with compassion; to protect
out — and carry it through as them from harm; and to enable
the pride of your life, you can them to develop the ability to live
make yourself beautiful and under their own power. Although
worthy of respect as a humar my father fell short of this ideal
being.” 30-some years before, his com-

When | began practicing passion in his last year of life was
Buddhism in October 1980, | al- truly remarkable.
ready had 20 years of experi- He became an inspiration to
ence with mentors: mentors of me.
martial arts, Zen mentors anc Also, itwas the death of my fa-
mentors in the form of superior ther that led me to my mother —
officers in the Army. They did whom I had never known and had
not make me worthy of respect, long thought dead. It was left to
only offear. me to bridge the gap of pain that

| sought this Buddhism to be- my mother, unknown to me, had
come trusted for who | am, not for suffered due to my father.
who or what | represent....

My life began in a bed of roses
in upstate New York, where | lived
with my father, a well-known and
well-to-do musician. | lived a
sheltered and elite life with maids
and tutors catering to my every
need. One night, when | was €
years old, my father dropped me
off at a friend’s house and nevel
returned. My whole life fell apart.

Forthe next nine years, | floun-
dered between state orphanage
foster homes and relatives whc
used me for welfare checks.

My hurt and shock at my aban-
donmentturned to anger and hate

Pesident Ikeda once said that
a vain, cowardly man is an
enemy of Buddhism. | have to
admit that | saw this tendency in
myself. Despite several years of
practice, arrogance was still a
fundamental part of me. But
moved by my father's example
and following President Ikeda’s
guidance, | began to conquer it.

| feel now that | have aban-
doned my self-serving kind of
self-reliance. | am proud to say
that since | began my practice of
the Daishonin’s Buddhism, I've
never had to fire or even draw a
| became an arrogant, belligeren weapon, despite several years of
person, determined to prove my- - being in very dangerous situa-
self worthy and, especially, to tions doing security. In 1989, |

bestmy father in everything I did. - Ahandoned by his father and filled with rage, Tony Goodlette joined the Army. ~ 9ave up security work altogether.
I took my angry determination | am now amanager atalarge

toanArmy recruitment office. The After years of ﬁghting —firstin the milital'y sense, then in his Buddhist national trade association, which

Armyindulged me by trainingme  practice — he repaired his relationship with his father. Seeking the Buddhist ~ recruited me to work for them.
to become an intelligence opera They trust me for who | am. This

tive. After a tour in Germany, | Way of mentor and disciple helped him become worthy of respect, he says. job gives me the time to strive
spent eight years in Vietnam, de: for kosen-rufu alongside my fel-
veloping power and influence. | low members in Fairfax and

hadcarte blancheo do anything years of contract security work. for him bringing me into the Iwanted him to practice, too, to re-Springfield, including a new
necessary to getthe job done, with  But by 1979, | lost it all. | de- world, | would not have heardlieve his suffering and enjoy thewife with whom lenjoy a won-
contacts ranging from the depthlared bankruptcy, my wife and lof Nam-myoho-renge-kyo andkind of benefits | was receiving.  derfulrelationship.
of the underworld to the highestdivorced, and my children lost allreceived so many benefits. My father became deathlyillin ~ During the past five years, |
echelons of government. confidence in me. Although |  Although | thought my father early 1984, while | was attendinghave overcome many challenges
Although | earned a Bronzefound a job in Northern Virginia, was dead, | began making inthe SGI-USA Pioneers Confer-related to my health. My mother’s
Star and other commendations, | became despondent, leading tquiries and was surprised to findence in Dallas—where | met SGlconstant encouragement during
became ruthless. | was responsiblen unsuccessful suicide attemptthat he was not. | called him toPresident lkeda. Immediatelythese struggles has been like a
for many offenses against human A week later, | heard aboutbegin the difficult task of re- after the meeting, | called my fa-lion’s roar. | have come to know

life. My actions were taken in theNam-myoho-renge-kyo and im-building our relationship. ther in the hospital and encourher and share with her the power
line of duty; my behavior stemmedmediately began practicing this aged him to receive the Gohon-of Buddhist practice and the Dai-
from hatred of my father. Buddhism. radually, | began to see myzon. Somehow, the members irshonin’s teachings.

While in Vietham, | became | was encouraged by the father from a different per- New York were able to take him | feel a great sense of appre-
very involved in the evacuation ofwoman running the bookstorespective — as a sick, destitutefrom the hospital to do so. Ratherciation for my wife, my family,
that country. | had two childrenin the Washington, D.C., Com-suffering individual rather than than dying, within 90 days he washe members, my friends and
while | was there, and | refused tamunity Center to buy and readthe father who betrayed me. | in-off the diabetes medication he hadny co-workers. And | am de-
desert them as my father had deFhe Major Writings of Nichiren vited him to visit my home in been taking for 25 years. termined to continue to under-
serted me. | succeeded in bringindpaishoninand Guidelines on Springfield; he accepted. During the next year, my fa- stand the mentor—disciple re-
my wife and children back to NewFaith. As | did, | came to real-  His questions about my recitingther spent each day telling otherationship, to seek President
York. | went on to Saudi Arabia, ize my attitude toward my fa- the Lotus Sutra allowed me to exabout Nam-myoho-renge-kyo. Inlkeda’s spirit and to care for
amassing great wealth in fourther was wrong: If it were not plainthe practice of this Buddhism.his last letter to me, he said thaSGl members. WT|

Elementary Exam Sample Questions




