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To mark April 28, the day
Nichiren Daishonin first
chanted Nam-myoho-renge-
kyo, and May 3, Soka Gakkai
Day, the SGI-USA will again
be holding our annual May
Commemorative Contribu-
tion. Contribution dates run
from April 28–June 7. Please
check with your leaders or
your community center for
more information.

Commemorative
Contribution

SGI President Ikeda gave the
following speech at the Youth
Division March 16
Commemorative Meeting at the
Soka International Friendship
Hall in Sendagaya, Tokyo,
March 13.

March 16, Kosen-rufu
Day. The spirit of
this day lies not in
magnificent cere-

monies or high-sounding words.
It lies in being victorious. That is
the most crucial thing in all en-

deavors. In life and in kosen-rufu,
we either win or lose. I would like
you to be absolute victors in both.
No matter what excuses we try to
make, giving in to defeat brings
misery and loses us the respect of
others. I hope each of you without
exception will adorn your life
with indestructible triumph. 

The Most Meaningful
of Lives

Allow me to describe an inci-
dent that occurred 40 years ago,

shortly before that famous cere-
mony on March 16. Commemo-
rative pilgrimages to the head
temple [celebrating the comple-
tion of the Grand Lecture Hall]
were being conducted throughout
the month. One day we received
a report that a wanted murderer
had been spotted heading for the
temple grounds. We were told an
elderly couple had been robbed
and murdered in Izu in Shizuoka
Prefecture (the same prefecture in
which the head temple is located)
and that the killer was now at large

on the head temple premises. We
launched a thorough search, but
by the time we found any trace,
he’d already fled. 

President Toda, who was in ex-
tremely poor health, was resting in
one of the lodging temples. When
I reported the incident to him, he
said: “What a sad affair! I feel so
sorry for the elderly couple and for
their family. Please chant
daimoku for them. I feel sorry for
that young man, too. He’ll suffer

©DAVE CUTLER/SPOTS ON THE SPOT!

PLEASE SEE SPEECH, 10

Victory — reaching all our unreachable stars
— is the most important thing, SGI President

Ikeda says. The key to the SGI’s success has
been the united efforts of many people. And

it is the youth who must ensure our
continued victory and the happiness of the

people in the coming century.

Dai-Gohonzon Moved From the Sho-Hondo
BY JEFF FARR

ASSOCIATE EDITOR

Santa Monica, Calif., April 7

The announcement many had
anticipated for months came
April 5. Nikken, during the last
service of the spring pilgrimage
to the head temple, revealed that,
as suspected, the Dai-Gohonzon
would be transferred out of the
Sho-Hondo (Grand Main Tem-
ple). Just a little more than an
hour after his announcement, at
4:00 p.m., the Dai-Gohonzon
was moved from the Grand

Main Temple, where it has been
enshrined for more than 25
years, to a close-by facility, the
refurbished Hoanden.

Although the priesthood has
in recent weeks claimed that the
Main Temple is structurally un-
sound, in his April 5 sermon the
only reason Nikken gave for the
transfer was to “completely re-
fute the great slander of [SGI
President] Ikeda and others.” He
took the opportunity to blame
President Ikeda and the SGI for
recent earthquakes, volcanic

eruptions and tidal waves in
Japan. The Main Temple, which
was completed in 1972, was
made possible through the lead-
ership of President Ikeda and the
financial contributions of 8 mil-
lion Soka Gakkai members in
Japan and overseas.

On Feb. 16, 1965, High
Priest Nittatsu was the first to
state that the Main Temple was
to be the High Sanctuary de-
scribed in Nichiren Daishonin’s

PLEASE SEE SHO-HONDO, 4
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“Minobu Transfer Document,”
“Ikegami Transfer Document”
and other Gosho. Nikken, then
the Study Department leader of
Nichiren Shoshu, is on record
endorsing Nittatsu’s view. The
8 million who donated approx-

imately $100 million for the
structure (¥35 billion at the
1972 exchange rate of approxi-
mately ¥360 per dollar) did so
with the understanding that it
was to be the High Sanctuary. It
was in January 1991, after the
priesthood launched its attacks
on the SGI, that Nikken started
refuting the position until then
held by both the priesthood and
the SGI.

Last November, rumors that
the Dai-Gohonzon was to be

moved and the Main Temple de-
molished began to circulate.
Kaikaku Jiho, the reformist
priests’newspaper, was the first
to predict, in its Nov. 28 issue,
that the Dai-Gohonzon would
be transferred from the 6,000-
seat Main Temple to the ap-
proximately 3,200-capacity
Hoanden (which has no seats).
Also, Kaikaku Jiho reported that
a construction company had al-
ready given Nikken an estimate
to level the Main Temple.

But the Jan. 16 issue of Emyo,
a Nichiren Shoshu publication,
responded that the Dai-Gohon-
zon would not be moved nor the
Main Temple closed. Emyo also
denied that any estimate for the
temple’s demolition had been
made — at the same time,
though, claiming that corrosive
ocean sand had been used in
mixing the temple’s concrete;
that the concrete was now weak-
ening the structure’s reinforcing
bars; and that the roof might col-
lapse at any time. Nevertheless,
during the recent pilgrimage,
temple members worshiped the
Dai-Gohonzon again in the
Main Temple.

Nikken announced the Dai-

Gohonzon’s relocation at the
end of the pilgrimage celebrat-
ing the completion of the priest-
hood’s new Grand Reception
Hall, a three-year project that in-
volved tearing down the original
hall donated by Soka Gakkai
members in 1964. Many SGI
leaders feel that Nikken is sys-
tematically destroying all rem-
nants of the SGI’s influence at
the head temple, from the 300
cherry trees the Soka Gakkai do-
nated to its largest contribution,
the Main Temple.

Toward the end of his April
5 sermon, Nikken indeed hinted
at such plans, calling the Main
Temple “a useless ruin of gi-
gantic stature.” He said that he
would take “measures appro-
priate to the current circum-
stances” regarding the building
and mentioned construction of
a new temple, the Hoando,
which will be “a far greater
temple than the newly ex-
panded Hoanden.”

SGI-USA General Director
Zaitsu expressed his outrage
that 8 million members have
been betrayed, saying that
“Nikken is again showing his
true colors. He is going com-
pletely against the Daishonin’s
spirit to cherish the people’s
sincerity.” 

But, Mr. Zaitsu added:
“Nothing can shake our faith in
the Dai-Gohonzon, wherever it
be enshrined. Destroying the
Main Temple cannot destroy, or
even influence, our faith. If
Nikken does so, it will be a
great crime. But he can never
destroy the SGI. His destruc-
tion of a building cannot de-
stroy our determination for
kosen-rufu.” WT

DAI-GOHONZON, FROM PAGE 1

Photo by GREGORY NAKASUJI

The Nichiren Shoshu priesthood recently removed the Dai-Gohonzon from the Sho-Hondo, a grand temple built
to house it 25 years ago by some 8 million believers around the world.

Dai-Gohonzon Moved From the Sho-Hondo

No Effort Is
Wasted in
Buddhism
SGI President Ikeda attended a conference with SGI
representatives from eight countries and territories,
including Taiwan, the United States, France and New
Zealand, in Tokyo on March 10. 

Expressing heartfelt appreciation for the sincere efforts of
those present to promote the kosen-rufu movement in

their respective communities, President Ikeda stated em-
phatically: “No effort is ever wasted in faith. All of your hard
work will definitely come back to you tenfold or a hundred-
fold in the form of immense benefit, adorning not only your
own life but extending to your children and grandchildren as
well.” 

President Ikeda further stressed that in faith a person’s heart
is what matters most. He said that those who simply dismiss
or seek to selfishly exploit the SGI — an organization devoted
to kosen-rufu in accord with the Buddha’s decree — are sure
to incur the stern rebuke of the original Buddha and end up
deadlocked. In contrast, he said, those who sincerely treasure,
respect and appreciate the SGI will lead lives of triumph, ben-
efit and good fortune. He urged the participants to have ut-
most confidence in this fact. 

The SGI leader also voiced his wish for the happiness and
prosperity of SGI members around the world, and praised the
endeavors of the visiting representatives whose names will
be eternally recorded in the annals of kosen-rufu. WT

There is no doubt as to the change in my practice since my visit. I have more
consistency and sense of commitment to making a greater effort to bring true

happiness to the youth of the SGI. I pray that all members, especially those in the
youth division, experience the spirit of the FNCC as I had the fortune to do.

Florida
Impressions

An Essential Gift.
In Florida, U.S.A., a gift has

been presented
to the Bodhisattvas of the

Earth.
This is our magnificent fortune.
We must go forth
make the efforts required,
toward the ultimate goal,
in its most far-reaching

definition,
to bring happiness to all who

dwell on this earth.

— Michael Schott, Michigan

Michael Schott



BY JEFF FARR
ASSOCIATE EDITOR

Santa Monica, Calif., April 8

The next three months will see
Soka Gakkai members cam-
paigning for Clean Government
(Komei) candidates toward
Japan’s Upper House elections
in July. The next three months
are also sure to see an increase in
politically motivated attacks
from the tabloid press on the SGI.

The close relationship that
exists in Japan between the
tabloid press and political au-
thority, especially the ruling
Liberal Democratic Party, has
led to hundreds of articles over
the last few years — 500 in 1995
alone — accusing SGI members
and leaders of everything from
bribery to murder. Now that the
coalition party New Frontier has
disbanded, the Soka Gakkai is
back to mainly supporting Clean
Government candidates, which
worries LDP leaders. All the
Clean Government candidates
fielded were elected in last
July’s Tokyo elections. As well,
the party has been criticizing the
LDP’s economic policies at a
time when Japan is experiencing
a serious economic slump.

The political situation in Japan
and the Soka Gakkai’s involve-
ment in it may seem far removed
from our SGI-USA activities, but
these tabloid articles continue to
surface here on the Internet,

sometimes leading people to
doubt the SGI. Translations of
tabloid articles, which are gener-
ally done by a small group of tem-
ple members, may seem to come
from authoritative sources when
they appear on the Internet — few
Internet users know the tabloid
practices (no bylines, no attribu-
tion, no fact-checking) of maga-
zines like the Shukan Shincho and
Shukan Bunshu.

In the past, foreign correspon-
dents in Japan have also been

duped by the tabloids. Respected
publications like the San Fran-
cisco Chronicle, Time and The
Australian have all at times used
tabloid articles as their sources
for their reporting on the SGI.

In response, the SGI has made
concerted efforts to reveal
Japan’s tabloids for what they
are. SGI members have created
several Web sites, like Clearing
Up the Clearing House (the
Clearing House being a temple-
backed site), to explain how the
tabloids work and to deny their
allegations. In late 1996, the SGI
Public Relations Office in Tokyo
launched an advertisement cam-
paign (“Should You Be Con-
cerned?”) targeting the tabloids’
readership throughout Asia and
the foreign media there.

The SGI has also challenged
many of the tabloids’ li-

belous articles in court, winning
financial awards. A recent ex-
ample, although not involving
the SGI directly, concerns a
Hokkaido Soka Gakkai member,
Nobuyuki Shiroyama, who last
month won a Supreme Court rul-
ing against the Shukan Shincho.
In September 1994, the maga-
zine claimed that Shiroyama had
killed a Nichiren Shoshu priest
in a head-on traffic collision that
July. But the police and an in-
surance company had already
found the priest at fault for stray-
ing into oncoming traffic. Nev-
ertheless, Shukan Shincho’s
headline read, “Soka Gakkai
Leader Kills Taiseki-ji Priest in
Car Crash.” The Sapporo Dis-
trict Court awarded Shiroyama
$7,600 (under Japan’s weak libel
laws, which allow for only small
financial awards); Shinchosha,

the magazine’s publisher, ap-
pealed to the High Court; the
High Court again ruled in Shi-
royama’s favor; Shinchosha then
took the case to the Supreme
Court; and now the final appeal
has been dismissed. The ruling
mentioned, “The suspicion that
the story was from the start in-
tended as an attack on the Soka
Gakkai cannot be overlooked.”

The potential financial and
political gains to be found for the
Soka Gakkai’s enemies in at-
tacking the organization, though,
far outweigh the potential penal-
ties. While Shinchosha must
now pay Shiroyama $7,600,
that’s nothing compared to how
much the company’s made off
the story from magazine sales.

Libel suits brought against
publishers by the Soka Gakkai
have even, at times, encouraged
tabloids to publish further sen-
sational stories on the libel suits
themselves. This allows politi-
cians to keep fabrications like
Nobuko Nobuhira’s in the pub-
lic’s mind during election time.
When, in the Shukan Shincho in
1996, Nobuhira falsely accused
President Ikeda of raping her
three times over a 23-year pe-
riod — and the Soka Gakkai
didn’t bring a libel suit against
the magazine — Nobuhira and
her backers, believed to include
LDP members, sued President
Ikeda to keep the story alive.
(Mrs. Nobuhira has of late been
trying to drag out the ongoing
case by unsuccessfully appeal-
ing for a new judge.)

Another tactic of the tabloids,
which we have also seen on the
Internet, is to recycle and repeat
anti–Soka Gakkai stories already
proven false. A few years after a

tabloid loses a libel case to the
Soka Gakkai, the story in ques-
tion can resurface in another
magazine. Thus, Gekkan Pen’s
1976 story that President Ikeda
was a womanizer, which in 1983
led to a libel ruling against the
magazine, was reborn as a
Shukan Bunshun article in 1996.
On the Internet, especially on the
newsgroup alt.religion.bud-
dhism.nichiren, tabloid articles
like these are endlessly reposted
despite the protestations of SGI
members that the stories have al-
ready been thoroughly refuted.

Being well aware of the
tabloid practices in Japan will
prepare us to be able to explain
why the SGI and the SGI presi-
dent are subjected to negative
coverage over the next few
months. Question No. 10 in the
pamphlet Questions and Answers
on the Temple Issue — “What is
behind the temple’s promotion of
media reports that paint the
Gakkai in a negative light?” —
also explains this situation. WT
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Campaigning for upcoming elections for Japan’s Diet will most likely cause unfounded attacks on the SGI.

Soka Gakkai in Japan Faces More Media Attacks
Informative 
Web Sites
Various Web sites provide
further information for
those interested in
learning more about this
problem. And many of
these Web sites are linked
to other related sites:

SGI Public Informa-
tion Web Site
http://www.sgi.org/say/
index.html

Clearing Up the 
Clearinghouse
http://www.clearingup.
com

Tabloids Attack SGI
http://www.erols.com/
miyoko/gakkai.htm

Soka Gakkai,
Yamazaki, Tabloids
http://www.mindspring.
com/~sonoda/index.htm

Opinions of Asian
Mass Media
http://members.aol.com/
fujikomine/sokagakkai/
opinion/asia.htm

For a complete index
of Web sites explain-
ing the SGI’s perspec-
tive, visit:
http://members.aol.com/
watchbuddh/sgi-link.htm

What’s
First printed in 1978,

Songs from My Heart

by Daisaku Ikeda is a

collection of poems

celebrating youth,

change and progress.

The new edition is

combined with more

recent photos taken by

the SGI president that

express his deepest feelings and hopes for the

future of humankind. Translated by Burton

Watson with power and emotion true to the

author. These genuinely are songs from the

heart of Daisaku Ikeda.

Price: $14.95  M/O#: 0346



BY ELIZABETH PAGE
SEATTLE CORRESPONDENT

I n this practice, obstacles equal en-
lightenment. Our hardships are not

in vain but, in fact, are opportunities
to expand our lives. This all sounds
neat and succinct in concept. Why,
then, is it so difficult to understand this
when obstacles are happening to us?! 

I was talking with a fellow mem-
ber last year who said that she began
to doubt this practice when another
member suffered some deep misfor-
tune after years of practice and de-
votion to the SGI. “How could this
happen after all those good causes
she made?” my friend asked. We dis-
cussed it further, and I started to re-
alize that we still didn’t understand
the meaning of obstacles very well.

I hardly want to consider myself
fortunate when steeped in the diffi-
culties of a big problem. Yet the Dai-
shonin declares, “No life could be
more fortunate than mine” (The
Major Writings of Nichiren Daisho-
nin, vol. 2 [2nd ed.], p. 198). It’s not
as though he were looking around at
a luxurious castle, surrounded by gor-
geous attendants and a buffet of food
when he made this statement. He was
living in hellish surroundings! People
everywhere hated him.

I’m amazed by how the Daisho-
nin not only refused to bend in his
practice during such times but ac-
tually delighted in them. Instead of
doubting the Gohonzon every time
a problem occurred, he took it as
proof that he was to attain Buddha-
hood. That’s cool. Maybe I’ll see
things that way someday. 

In The New Human Revolution,
volume 5, Shin’ichi Yamamoto tells
a member: “You’ve struggled and
suffered far more than others. Be-
cause of this, you stand to gain in-
comparable happiness. You are
supremely qualified to help others
become happy as well. This is the
teaching of Buddhism.” 

So there it is. We need our prob-
lems to initiate change within our-
selves. And through this process, we
become absolutely happy.

Did you ever say “Wow!” after study-
ing something about Buddhism?
Share that moment where you saw
everything in a new light. E-mail,
mail or fax it to the World Tribune
(see p. 2 for contact information).

BY LISA JONES
STAFF WRITER

I n most dictionaries, wisdom is de-
fined as judging rightly and follow-
ing the soundest course of action
based on knowledge and experience.

In Buddhism, though, Buddha wisdom
comes from our life-condition of Bud-
dhahood, not knowledge or experience
alone. Experience is based on the past,
while wisdom encompasses past, present
and future. Knowledge is based on the ex-
ternal world and prescribed systems of
logic, while wisdom comes from inside us
and transcends logic. When coupled with
wisdom, the value of our intellect and ex-
perience is enhanced.

According to Nichiren Daishonin, wis-
dom arises concurrently with compassion,
and Nam-myoho-renge-kyo is the source
of Buddha wisdom. By chanting to the Go-
honzon with compassion for ourselves and
others — by devoting ourselves to faith,

practice and study — we tap our wisdom.
Practically speaking, wisdom is the capac-
ity to perceive the workings of cause and
effect and thus see what to do or say at any
moment to create value.

In the SGI, we encourage one another
to chant and take action. To chant means
to draw forth our wisdom, and to take ac-
tion means to apply it. We can also reverse
this — we can decide on a course of ac-
tion, and then chant to execute it wisely.
Wisdom is similar to intuition in that it’s
something we tap with our entire being,
not just our intellect. Even so, if our gut
feelings contradict the Daishonin’s teach-
ings, those feelings should not be mis-
taken for wisdom. Rather, by intensifying
our practice and study we can truly man-
ifest our wisdom.

The Daishonin teaches that the key to
living wisely is faith. In this respect, he
states, “Faith alone is what really matters”
(The Major Writings of Nichiren Daisho-
nin, vol. 1, p. 246). In a sense, faith means
to abandon all attempts to manipulate your
circumstances and surrender without reser-
vation to, and thus become one with, the
compassionate workings of the universe. In
another sense, faith means to boldly follow
your heart, based on Buddhist practice and
study, with the expectation that you will
continue to make breakthroughs in life.

The Daishonin writes: “As you crave
food when hungry, seek water when thirsty,
long to see a lover, beg for medicine when
ill, or as a beautiful woman desires powder
and rouge, so should you put your faith in
the Lotus Sutra” (MW-2 [2nd ed.], 257).
Even if we’re not sure what to do or say to
create value, as long as our faith is steadfast,
we will naturally move in the best direction.
In Buddhism, this is known as substituting
faith for wisdom.

SGI President Ikeda said recently: “Not
to doubt the Gohonzon no matter what hap-
pens, to believe earnestly — this is enlight-
enment in the latter day. Faith in the Go-
honzon itself equals enlightenment.”

In fact, Josei Toda attained enlighten-
ment through faith. Alone in his prison
cell, Toda started digging right where he
was, delving into the depths of his exis-
tence until he found within himself the
foundation that all people share: the eter-
nal life of the universe. He saw that the Go-
honzon exists within our lives, and that
faith means to believe, in essence, that our
lives and the Gohonzon are one and the
same. Therefore, it could be said that faith
in the Gohonzon equals trusting our innate
Buddhahood. And this faith is the well-
spring of our wisdom. WT

Seven in a series

We Need Problems

BY JEFF FARR
ASSOCIATE EDITOR

The Great Teacher T’ien-t’ai...has said
that to accept and to put faith in the
doctrines of evil teachers is the same as
drinking poison. You must beware of
this! (The Major Writings of Nichiren
Daishonin, vol. 5, p. 31)

I t’s thought that this letter was written
in 1263, right after Nichiren Daisho-
nin’s exile to Izu ended (the recipient
is unknown). The Daishonin had just

returned to his old stomping ground of Ka-
makura when he wrote this.

Rather than go somewhere new, some-
where safer, to spread his teachings, the
Daishonin decided to go right back to Ka-
makura — the place where he got into all
the trouble that led to his exile. His propa-
gation activities there incurred the wrath of
Pure Land sect priests two years earlier,
which led to the government exiling him.

Kamakura was the center of politics and
was filled with the kind of priests who pined

for such power. With all those influential,
bad priests gathered in one place, the Dai-
shonin felt Kamakura the best place to con-
tinue educating the people on the difference
between good and bad priests.

As this quote shows, the Daishonin felt
that important to this education was warn-
ing everyone of the dangers of trusting bad
priests’ teachings. Later in this letter, ex-
panding on T’ien-t’ai’s analogy that bad
priests’ideas are like poison, the Daishonin
says that to believe in them means cutting
off your path to enlightenment. In other
words, it’s like drinking a poison designed
to kill your Buddha nature. “Once you leave
the haven of inherent enlightenment,” the
Daishonin asks, “what is there that can bring
you joy?” (MW-5, 38).

The Daishonin’s emphasis on enlight-
enment as inherent is compelling. When
today’s priesthood talks of enlightenment,
the emphasis is usually on enlightenment
through Nikken — that you can only attain
this state through being connected or asso-
ciated with him. A temple pamphlet attack-
ing the Nichikan-transcribed Gohonzon
calls Nikken “the only person to be be-
queathed the Daishonin’s Buddhism” and
says that his sanctioning of the Gohonzon
“is what makes the attainment of Buddha-
hood possible.”

The temple also says that you cancel your
enlightenment through membership in any
religious organization that does not agree

with whoever holds the position of high priest
— never mind what the person’s teachings
are. If he’s the high priest, he must be correct.
No ifs, ands or buts. Hence, in their re-ex-
communication notice to SGI-USA mem-
bers last October, the U.S. temples empha-
sized that: 1) The SGI is no longer connected
to Nikken; and 2) That’s why, if you stick with
the SGI, “it will result in your loss of attain-
ing merits (benefit). It will block your path to
attaining enlightenment.”

The Daishonin stresses in this letter,
though, that you attain enlightenment
through embracing the Mystic Law,
through single-mindedly chanting and urg-
ing others to do the same (MW-5, 38). The
only way you can close your enlighten-
ment off, in the Daishonin’s view, is
through your own incorrect beliefs. For in-
stance, through accepting the doctrines of
evil teachers as your own.

To attain enlightenment or not is a deci-
sion, our own to make. And it’s the most im-
portant decision we face in this life, says the
Daishonin. Life is short — as short as
breathing in and out just once, as he puts it
in this letter — so why waste our lives being
mistaken? Why waste our inherent enlight-
enment? With every breath we have in this
life, we should, based on our faith, make
something lasting. This is what the Dai-
shonin urges us to do.

Seven in a series
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THE WRITINGS OF NICHIREN DAISHONIN
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Drinking Poison

WISDOM

The Key To Living Wisely



7
WORLD TRIBUNE • APRIL 17, 1998EXPERIENCE

I ’ve been practicing Bud-
dhism to this great Gohon-
zon since the spring of
1974. At the time I joined,

I remember hearing SGI Presi-
dent Ikeda talk about the Go-
honzon as being a cluster of
blessings given to us by
Nichiren Daishonin. Today, I
can say with all my heart that
this is absolutely true. On New
Year’s Day l997, I made a list of
my goals for the coming year. I
still have the list — with every-
thing checked off!

One of the goals I made at
the start of 1997 was a determi-
nation to leave behind all the
pain of the divorce I went
through in 1995. Part of this
pain related to my relationship
with my children. 

My time with my children —
whom I love very much and,
until my divorce, had never been
away from — was limited to
sparse, court-ordered visita-
tions. After dropping my chil-
dren off at my former home, I

would return to the exile of my
new home many miles away and
cry and chant for hours.

At the beginning of 1997, I
determined to chant with all my
heart for my children’s happi-
ness, no matter what.

After chanting this way, I re-
ceived one of my first benefits of
1997 with regard to my children.
On May 18, 1997 — my de-
ceased mother’s birthday — two
of my children, Candice and Jer-
amy, came to live with me. Two
weeks later, my other daughter,
Holli, also came to live with us.
What a blessing. The Gohon-
zon’s power is truly mystical.
The fact that this happened
touched my heart.

The year had still more in
store for me. In May, I com-
pleted electrical school with
“great honor of mention” for
perfect attendance for the entire
four years. I completed this pro-
gram while working full time
and experiencing the emotional
upheaval of a divorce.

Then, on June 6, 1997, I took
and passed the State Journey-
man’s Electrical Test. I cried all
the way home. I reflected on the
difficulty of my first years of study
and the divorce. I realized that I
could have easily given up at any
time. Because of the Gohonzon,
however, and the support of SGI-
USA members, I accomplished
something of which I could be
proud. By coincidence, President
Ikeda had been here in Denver ex-
actly one year earlier — on June
6, 1996. Also, I had received the
Gohonzon on June 6, 1974.

I still recall some of the en-
couragement that two of my
first chapter leaders gave me:
“No prayer goes unanswered,”
and that I should always prac-
tice with passion. Because of
encouragement from leaders
and friends in the SGI, giving up
was never an option. What a
benefit to belong to such an or-
ganization where I can chant to
shine like a star for world peace.

The story continues...1997
was truly amazing! To allow my
children to stay in the same
schools with their friends, I had

to find a house in their school
district. We found and bought
the perfect house, the first one
we looked at. We needed a
$7,000 down payment, and we
got it! What’s more, my father
asked me to come to his home.
He was tired of seeing me drive
around in my rusty old 1979
Datsun king cab, so he gave me
a Honda Accord LXI.

After Thanksgiving, just
when I thought the Gohonzon’s
benefits were exhausted for the
year, I met Carol Ann. Our rela-
tionship was a great benefit right
from the start. Our spirituality
was the same and, despite the
newness of our relationship, it
felt like we had been together
forever. The love she has given
me is so special that I am over-
whelmed with joy.

On Jan. 25, Super Bowl Sun-
day, I asked Carol to marry me.
She said yes! And of course the
Denver Broncos won the Super
Bowl, too. On that day, every
time “congratulations” flashed
on the TV screen, Carol and I
felt as if it was a message to us.

My advice to the readers of
the World Tribuneis to make a
list of your desires and prac-
tice with your whole heart. If
you do, I’m sure you will win
in your life. On my list for 1998
is: get married, go to Disney
World, and take a cruise. It
sounds so great, I feel like a
movie star!

This experience would not be
complete without thanking all
my SGI leaders and friends with
all my heart for their encourage-
ment and daimoku. Thank you!
Thank you! Thank you! WT

Photo by PETER NELLHAUS

(Front) Bill Mast and his fiancée, Carol Ann Nicholas. (Back) Jeramy,
Candice and Holli Mast. ‘Giving up was never an option,’ says Bill.

From SGI President Ikeda:

❂ The Austrian writer Stefan Zweig (1881–
1942), who struggled against the totalitari-
anism of the Nazi regime, once wrote that for
any school of thought to have a lasting im-
pact on the world, it would have to produce
people of conviction, what he called “wit-
nesses” willing to give their lives for what
they believed. Individuals of selfless dedi-
cation are the pride and honor of a religion.
They are the foundation of any religious
body. The death of religion begins when
such a spirit is lost. (August 1997 Living
Buddhism, p. 50)

❂ [Ralph Waldo Emerson] says, “Good nature
is plentiful, but we want justice, with heart
of steel, to fight down the proud.” If people
are merely good-natured, then those who
are arrogant and high-handed will have free
rein to carry on as they please. Only those

who fight with “hearts of steel” are people
of justice. All of us who are now striving for
kosen-rufu with “conviction of steel” are in
reality creating the 21st century, as well as
the 22nd and 23rd centuries. Moreover, we

are engraving in our lives the causes to con-
tinue working for kosen-rufu then as well.
(July 4, 1997, World Tribune, p. 7)

❂ We must not allow ourselves to be deceived

by the pronouncements of so-called ex-
perts. We must follow the dictates of what
our solid common sense as ordinary peo-
ple tells us is right. The courage to do so is
what will ultimately protect the people. (Au-
gust 1997 Living Buddhism, p. 55)

❂ Unless we speak out, nothing will happen.
When we proclaim the truth, actual proof will
appear clarifying what is right and wrong.
(Sept. 19, 1997, World Tribune, p. 14)

❂ Unless we speak out to set the record
straight and ensure that truth prevails, we
will not achieve kosen-rufu…. Cowardice
is harmful. It delights the enemies of Bud-
dhism and obstructs the advance of kosen-
rufu. The fainthearted cannot savor the true
benefit of faith — their ability to tap the
power of the Buddha and the power of the
Law is enfeebled. (Oct. 10, 1997, World Tri-
bune, p. 14)

[Chang-an says:] “One who destroys or brings confusion to the
Buddha’s teachings is betraying them. If one befriends another
person but lacks the mercy to correct him, one is in fact his
enemy. But one who reprimands and corrects an offender is a
voice-hearer who defends the Buddha’s teachings.” (The Major
Writings of Nichiren Daishonin, vol. 2 [2nd ed.], p. 186)

WORDS
TO THE WISE JUSTICE

If you’re interested in con-
tributing to this section, please
call us at (310) 451-8811 or e-
mail us at SokaNews@aol.com

Bill Mast made a list of everything he wanted to
accomplish in 1997. He chanted with his whole
heart for the realization of each goal. He still has
the list — with every item checked off.

BILL MAST, THORNTON, COLO.

PRACTICE WITH

PASSION



From that time on, juve-
nile delinquency con-
tinued to soar. It was
distinguished by a sig-

nificant drop in the age of juve-
nile offenders, an increase in
delinquency among children of
middle-class families, and an
upsurge in gang activity. In the
past, the main factor behind
most juvenile delinquency had
been poverty. But by the late
1950s and early 1960s, Japan-
ese society had already entered
its period of rapid economic
growth, and the standard of liv-
ing had risen markedly. In spite
of this, however, juvenile delin-
quency was on the rise.

The government regularly
talked about “producing edu-
cated citizens,” but when the
Ministry of Education issued a
white paper titled “Japanese
Growth and Education,” it be-
came eminently clear just what
kind of “educated citizens” it
had in mind. The report advo-
cated the view that education
was a highly effective form of
investment in terms of its “con-
tribution to economic growth.”
In all fairness, the paper admit-
ted that this was merely one per-
spective and also spoke of “the
necessity [for Japan] to have a
clear vision of the kind of peo-
ple it hopes to foster in the fu-
ture and to consider the mission
of education from a broad view-
point.” Yet it failed to elaborate
any further on what that vision
of future generations or educa-
tion’s mission might be.

Though it may have been
only one perspective, the report
revealed the sad reality of a
Japan that put increased pro-
ductivity and economic growth
before all else, completely los-
ing sight of where its true pri-
orities should lie. The Japanese
education system failed to ask
the fundamental questions as to
the true purpose of education
and learning; all that mattered
was producing a capable work-
force for Japan’s economic de-
velopment. This, regrettably,

was the state of the Japanese ed-
ucation system. 

The great Greek philosopher
Socrates said that it is not
enough just to live but that we
must live well. Japanese soci-
ety, which had placed supreme
value upon economic achieve-
ment, however, avoided this
most crucial of all issues and
turned a deaf ear to questions of
purpose and meaning. This was
the greatest failing of postwar
Japan, hidden beneath its sur-
face prosperity. Before World
War II, the role of education had
been to produce citizens who
would be “useful to the State.”
Though a democratic educa-
tional system had been insti-
tuted after the war, its main pur-
pose soon became — as
unintentionally revealed in the
white paper — the production
of citizens who could “con-
tribute to the nation’s economic
progress.” 

Though the slogans may
have changed, education was
still designed to shape people to
the needs of the state, whether
military or economic. When ed-
ucation was viewed as no more
than a means for assuring the
prosperity of the nation, peo-
ple, too, were simply reduced to
a means to an end. No thought
was given to what education
meant to the children receiving
it, and this very real flaw of
Japan’s postwar educational
system was intimately related
to the growing problem of ju-
venile delinquency. 

To be continued

world. I am also planning to
make education my life’s final
undertaking.”

Shin’ichi was putting great
effort into developing the Edu-
cation Department because he
had earnestly contemplated the
country’s future and decided
that education was the highest
priority. At the time, juvenile
delinquency had become a
major social problem in Japan.
It had reached a peak in 1951,
then eased for a few years, but
from 1955 it had begun to climb
again. In 1961, some 950,000
minors were arrested by police,
and the problem had become
very serious.

bers is immensely capable.
They each possess an incredibly
important mission. Mr. Toda
often used to say that in our at-
titude toward education, we
should learn from the Jewish
people, because they respect
teachers and education so
highly.

“A story I heard shows this
high regard. One day a rabbi
visited a certain town and
asked the mayor to show him
the town’s defenses. The
mayor led the rabbi to the fort,
where a platoon of soldiers was
stationed.

“After reviewing the troops,
the rabbi turned to the mayor
and said: ‘I still haven’t seen
this town’s defenses. It is not
soldiers who defend a town, but
teachers. Why didn’t you take
me to the school?’

“He maintained that teach-
ers are the heroes with whom
rests the true defense of a land
or nation. I agree completely.
Teachers defend not only their
nation but, in fact, the future of
all humankind. For this reason,
I ask that you do your best to
raise the precious members of
our Education Department
with unstinting devotion and
earnestness. Whatever you do
for them, you are doing for so-
ciety, for Japan and for the

I n September 1961, the
lapel pins for the Educa-
tion Department were
completed. Shin’ichi Ya-

mamoto made time on numer-
ous occasions to personally pre-
sent the new pins, sharing with
those members his great hopes
for them and their activities.

On one such instance, he
said: “I hope you will become a
pivotal force in education and
spread throughout society an
understanding of the need for
humanistic education. If each
of you can gather a circle of 10
other teachers who, like you,
care about the happiness of their
students and are committed to
practicing humanistic educa-
tion, it will have a tremendous
effect on education in this coun-
try, and Japan will definitely
change as a result.

“This pin is a symbol of the
honor and the responsibility of
individuals who are committed
to working tirelessly for the
people, for society and for Bud-
dhism.” His words resounded
with his deepest hopes and
prayer. 

When Shin’ichi heard later
from Education Department
Chief Katsu Kiyohara that
membership was increasing
steadily, he said: “Each of our
Education Department mem-

‘THE FLOWER OF CULTURE’
VOLUME 7, CHAPTER 1, PARTS 3–4

HUMAN
REVOLUTION

the new

Shin’ichi Yamamoto’s emphasis on
fostering members of the Education
Department stems from his view that the
true purpose of education is lost in
postwar Japan. The rise of juvenile
delinquency is but one symptom of this
lack of respect for teachers and
education, he says.

A NOVELIZED HISTORY OF THE SOKA GAKKAI

Ho Goku is the pen name
of Daisaku Ikeda, who
appears in the novel as
Shin’ichi Yamamoto. The
events take place in
1962. Illustration by
Kenichiro Uchida.
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The Winning Life gives quick yet detailed information
about practicing Nichiren Daishonin’s teachings. This
convenient, 48-page booklet addresses many of the ques-
tions guests frequently ask.

Available at SGI-USA bookstores or order by calling toll-
free (800) 626-1313 and asking for Mail Order #0105 
($1.00 per copy).

For Friends and Guests
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Offerings From
the Heart

BY FRED M. ZAITSU
SGI-USA GENERAL DIRECTOR

April 28 and May 3 are
significant dates in
our practice of Bud-
dhism. April 28

marks the date that Nichiren Dai-
shonin first chanted Nam-
myoho-renge-kyo. And May 3
— Soka Gakkai Day — marks
the anniversary of the inaugura-
tion of Josei Toda, 1951, and
Daisaku Ikeda, 1960, as the sec-
ond and third Soka Gakkai pres-

idents respec-
tively. When
we celebrate
these events
each year, we
have an op-
portunity to
renew our de-
termination to
accompl ish
kosen - ru fu
and make a
fresh start to-
ward realizing
our dreams.

Also, between April 28 and
the first week in June, we hold
the May Commemorative Con-
tribution, an opportunity for
members to make financial con-
tributions to the SGI-USA at
local community centers and ac-
tivity centers.

In Buddhism, there are many
different kinds of offerings. Ma-
terial offerings such as water,
fruit, incense and financial con-
tributions can be considered “of-
ferings of the body.” Respecting
and praising the Buddha, along
with sincerity, purity, chanting
and propagating the Law, are
considered “offerings of the
heart.”

Ultimately, even our material
offerings are expressions of our
heart. Our heart creates fortune.
Our heart enables us to attain en-
lightenment. By making contri-
butions from the heart, moti-
vated by our desire to see the
Buddha in our lives and in the
lives of others, there is no doubt
that we experience great benefit.

With this in mind, I’d like to
make a few points about the May
Commemorative Contribution.

All contributions to the
SGI-USA are significant.
First I’d like to thank all of you
for all the contributions you
have made to the SGI-USA. Of-
ferings such as your time, dedi-
cation, sincere prayers and ef-
forts to study, chant and care for
one another are treasures. With
all of your contributions, you are
making great causes for your
happiness. Financial offerings,
too, are tremendous causes, and
I can’t thank you enough for
these contributions.

Financial offerings are
not charity. Nichiren Daisho-
nin’s followers made many of-
ferings of food, shelter, clothing,
medicine and money to him,
even though many of them were
experiencing severe economic
hardships. In his writings, the
Daishonin says that without
these offerings, he would not
have survived. It could be said
that without the wide variety of
contributions made by members,
the SGI-USA would not exist. 

Even so, it’s important to
point out that offerings to the
Daishonin and the organization
are not charity (though they are
legally considered charitable
contributions). Members do not
give out of a feeling of pity, guilt,
obligation or even kindness.
Rather, in Buddhism, offerings
reflect our deep sense of appre-
ciation and the strength of our
desire to attain enlightenment.
What’s most important is our joy
at being able to make such con-
tributions. As SGI President
Ikeda writes in The New Human
Revolution, “Such joy is the true
spirit of offering and it is the
wellspring of abundant good for-
tune” (vol. 4, p. 110).

Financial offerings do
not equal financial fortune.
I’ve heard that some members
feel they can improve their fi-
nancial situation by challenging
themselves to contribute more
money to the organization. It’s
true that when you make offer-
ings, you are making a cause to
change your karma — just as it’s
true that when you chant, you
are changing your karma. How
this change in karma will mani-

fest, though, no one can readily
predict. I have no doubt that
when we make offerings we in-
crease our fortune. That doesn’t
necessarily mean, however, that
we increase our bank balance.

Offerings may result in
benefit, but that’s not why
we make them. When we
make offerings, if we think, “I’m
going to donate $100; then I’ll
get $200 in return,” then we need
to re-evaluate the spirit with
which we’re making a contribu-
tion. Contributions are not like
investments. There’s a difference
between having no doubt that
contributions result in benefit
and expecting benefit because
we make contributions. 

It’s a paradox, I suppose: If
we contribute with a purity of
heart that expects nothing in re-
turn, that’s when we reap the
most benefit. Our heart is what
matters most.

The Buddha praises our
sincere offerings. In all of his
personal letters to believers, the
Daishonin mentions each per-
son’s offerings. Each letter in-
cludes words of praise and grat-
itude. The Daishonin’s constant
message to us is that when we
make sincere offerings to the
Buddha, the Buddha — that is,
the entire universe — responds
with praise and gratitude. The
Daishonin writes: “In the deep-
est sense, earnest faith is the will
to understand and live up to the
spirit, not the words, of the su-
tras.... Therefore, saints conse-
crate themselves by offering
their own bodies, whereas com-
mon mortals may consecrate
themselves by the sincerity with
which they give” (The Major
Writings of Nichiren Daishonin,
vol. 1, p. 268).

I hope that through home vis-
its, dialogue and sharing our ex-
periences, we can thoroughly ex-
plain to people the importance of
offerings. Their understanding
derived from such explanation
— not from any kind of pressure
— will naturally spur them to
take joyful action. Please join me
in encouraging everyone to par-
ticipate in this year’s May Com-
memorative Contribution! WT

PRIME
POINTS

By Fred M. Zaitsu
SGI-USA
General Director

In preparation for the May Commemorative Contribution,
General Director Zaitsu talks about making financial

contributions to the organization. ‘Ultimately, all material
offerings are expressions of one’s heart,’ he says.

BY AMELIA MORAN
BROOKLYN, QUEENS, LONG ISLAND
REGION WOMEN’S DIVISION LEADER

Nichiren Daishonin once
wrote to Nanjo Tokim-

itsu, “Just as flowers open up
and bear fruit, just as the moon
appears and invariably grows
full, just as a lamp becomes
brighter when oil is added, and
just as plants and trees flourish
with rain, so will human beings
never fail to prosper when they
make good causes” (The
Major Writings of Nichiren
Daishonin,vol. 7, p. 191). 

Once again this year,
we have an opportu-
nity to make good
causes by sup-
porting the ko-
sen-rufu move-
ment in America
through financial
contributions. 

In volume 4 of The New
Human Revolution, Mr. Ikeda
explains how in 1961 he went
through an intense inner
struggle over whether to ex-
pand the number of finan-
cially contributing members.
To build new temples and
community centers, more do-
nations were required, but
President Ikeda was of two
minds over what to do.

On the one hand, he did not
want to burden the members.
On the other hand, he wanted
them to have the opportunity to
contribute and receive benefit
from doing so. Through study-
ing the Gosho, he realized that
by supporting kosen-rufu ac-
tivities, members could create
indestructible fortune.

Indeed, innumerable mem-
bers have gained great fortune
through their causes for kosen-
rufu, including monetary do-
nations. An experience of a
Korean woman encouraged
me recently. When she first
came to America, she worked
as a masseuse. The work was

not steady, so she prayed to the
Gohonzon for a better job and
determined to change her fi-
nancial karma. She found en-
couragement from her favorite
Gosho, “Winter Never Fails To
Turn to Spring.” Based on her
consistent practice to the Go-
honzon and after making spe-
cial efforts to increase her
daimoku, she was offered a job
as a sample patternmaker. 

Three years later, however,
she still had not received a
raise. With a refreshed atti-
tude, abundant prayer and un-

conditional trust in the
Gohonzon, she de-

cided to challenge
herself and joy-
fully increased
her financial
contribution. A

year later, her hard
work and dedication

were rewarded with a sub-
stantial raise, significantly
more than that received by
other staff. This experience re-
inforced her confidence in the
Gohonzon. 

Naturally, our attitude in
making financial offerings is
crucial. We make them out of
appreciation and not simply so
we’ll gain conspicuous bene-
fit. Moreover, the benefit we do
gain from joyful, spontaneous
offerings is immeasurable and
manifests in various ways, not
always monetarily.

The Gosho refers to the
Shinjikan Sutra, which states:
“If you want to understand the
causes that existed in the past,
look at the results as they are
manifested in the present. And
if you want to understand what
results will be manifested in
the future, look at the causes
that exist in the present” (MW-
2 [2nd ed.], 172). 

Let’s create indestructible
fortune for the future through
our offerings for world
peace. WT

FOR WOMEN

Creating
Indestructible
Fortune

Amelia Moran shares a Korean
woman’s experience of building
her financial foundation in the
United States.
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for what he’s done for the rest of
his life.” 

The fugitive was finally caught
and arrested. His actions had in-
flicted great pain and suffering not
only on his victims and himself
but on his and his victims’ fami-
lies, friends and acquaintances.
This is the state of Hell. Please
never ever create such hell for
yourself or anyone. 

Buddhism is about bringing
happiness, joy and fulfillment to
all. It enables us not only to be-
come happy ourselves but to
make causes for the enlighten-
ment of our ancestors seven-plus
generations back and for the hap-
piness and prosperity of our chil-
dren, grandchildren and descen-
dants throughout future
generations. This is the great ben-
efit of Buddhism. 

Lamenting over the murder,
President Toda said: “What a
tragedy! The taking of human life
is never permissible under any cir-
cumstances.” I will never forget
these strict words. We have re-
cently seen a spate of incidents in
the news where people casually
inflict injury or take others’ lives
without any apparent understand-
ing of the enormity of their crime. 

It is absolutely vital that you,

my young friends, walk the cor-
rect path in life. Life is very pre-
cious. You are leading the most
valuable and meaningful of lives.
A youth such as yours is noble
and happy beyond compare. A de-
based, decadent life that produces
nothing of value or meaning, no
matter how fun or cool it may
seem on the surface, is empty and
vain. It is a destructive and
wretched existence. Please use
wisdom and good sense in all
things and lead wonderful, fulfill-
ing lives. 

A Century of Youth Has
Begun

Commemorative events to
mark March 16, Kosen-rufu Day,
are being held by the youth divi-
sion throughout Japan and around
the globe. Everywhere, we can
see the vibrant passion of youth
determined to create a new age.
The century of youth has begun,
and I am watching your endeav-
ors with great delight. The youth
division has achieved remarkable
development and growth. I com-
mend you all on the outstanding
job you have done. It further un-
derscores that the age of the youth
division is well and truly here. 

I am reminded of the day the
young men’s division was

founded [1951]. The event took
place in the cramped facilities of
the old Soka Gakkai Headquarters
in Tokyo’s Nishi-Kanda. Whereas
many other religious organiza-
tions at the time had fine facilities,
the Soka Gakkai, champion of the
highest Buddhist teaching, was
headquartered in the most humble
and run-down of buildings. Only
around 180 youth attended that
inaugural meeting. 

President Toda said to the par-
ticipants that day: “The next pres-
ident of the Soka Gakkai will no
doubt appear from among you
who are here today. I am firmly
convinced that he is here now.... I
wish to offer that person my heart-
felt congratulations.” President
Toda clearly foresaw the future. 

Today, in turn, I say to you, the
members of the youth division:
“All of you are president of the
Soka Gakkai. Please advance with
this awareness.” 

We are no longer in an age
when one person can shoulder
everything. Today our great peo-
ple’s organization has grown into
an international body of immense
size and diversity active in all parts
of the world. And we have
achieved this phenomenal devel-
opment independent of state pro-
tection or patronage, while en-
during constant harassment and

attack. Such progress is not pos-
sible through the efforts of one or
two people. It has been solely de-
pendent on the united effort of our
many members. 

Of course, for the day-to-day
running of the organization,
someone will still be officially
designated as president, but ulti-
mately our future development
hinges on every member having
the commitment required of a
Soka Gakkai president. With this
spirit, this sense of responsibility,
this leadership in your activities,
may you always work for kosen-
rufu and for the victory of the peo-
ple. May you also build a Soka
Gakkai where everyone can ad-
vance joyfully, a Soka Gakkai of
undying progress. 

Your mission is to ensure that
this precious organization endures
for all time, to create a Soka
Gakkai that nothing can ever de-
stroy. That is the only way to se-
cure the eternal flow of kosen-
rufu, our movement to realize
lasting peace and happiness for
all humanity. 

You must never allow our or-
ganization to be thrown into dis-
array by people of ill intent who
seek to exploit the Soka Gakkai
for their own motives. You have to
be able to see through their
schemes. 

What needs to be done to en-
sure that the Soka Gakkai lives on
forever and the kosen-rufu move-
ment is perpetuated? This is
something that all of you talented
young people yourselves will
have to think about and work for. 

This subject can be looked at
from various angles. I would like
to talk about one important aspect
today in the hope that it might pro-
vide you with some food for
thought. 

Why Christianity Spread

Christianity spread widely
throughout the world in what
could be described as a momen-
tous achievement. What made this
possible? 

The early Christians were re-
lentlessly persecuted by the rulers
of the Roman Empire, the most
powerful authority of the day,
many followers laying down their
lives for their beliefs. Despite this
intense opposition, Christianity
ultimately became a force that
shook the very foundations of the
Roman Empire. After the em-
pire’s collapse, it continued to
spread around the globe and be-
come one of the world’s major re-
ligions. Why was this? 

I think we can say that Chris-
tianity triumphed over persecu-
tion and oppression because of its
believers’willingness to give their
lives for their beliefs. Christianity
didn’t compromise with the ruling
authorities. Religions that capitu-
late to pressure from political au-
thority ultimately become slaves
to those powers, losing their in-
tegrity and committing what
amounts to suicide. This is a strict
lesson of history. Only religions
that resist oppression can emit
light and gain lasting strength.
This is because, whatever their
fortunes in society, they triumph
in the realm of the spirit. That
paves the way for the next phase
of development. The spirit of be-
lievers to put their lives on the line
for their faith is of fundamental
importance. 

Because our lives at each mo-
ment encompass all things (in ac-
cord with the principle of a life-
moment possesses 3,000 realms),
that spirit, that resolve to devote
ourselves utterly, is the only way
kosen-rufu can be achieved. 

Christianity started out as a
very small and impoverished
community of believers. Nobody
paid any real attention to them, or
if they did, it was with scorn and
contempt. How was it that Chris-
tianity, which began from such
humble beginnings, spread so
widely throughout the world as it
has today? I discussed this with
the great British historian Dr.

SPEECH, FROM PAGE 1

PLEASE SEE SPEECH, NEXT PAGE

Courtesy of SEIKYO PRESS

SGI President Ikeda salutes youth division members, the main players in our movement for peace in the coming century.

Youth Must Ensure Victory in the Coming Century
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Arnold Toynbee (1889–1975),
who, incidentally, thought very
highly of Mahayana Buddhism. 

Christianity occupies a pre-
eminent place in world history.
Dr. Toynbee said that Christianity
gained wide support because of its
believers’ unwavering commit-
ment to stake their lives on their
beliefs, and because it won the
hearts of the masses. With his
characteristic insightfulness, he
maintained that Christianity’s
powerful appeal to the people lay
behind its success in building a
foundation that would not be de-
feated by the ruling authorities or
by changing times. 

Of foremost importance are
the people — not celebrities, the
powerful, the rich, scholars and
others whom society deems great
or praiseworthy. The purpose of
all things must be the happiness of
the people. Everything else
should be but a means to that end.
Those who fail to recognize this
fundamental point and look down
on the people and exploit them
are thoroughly vile and con-
temptible; they are a hindrance to
the people’s happiness. 

This perversion is widely ap-
parent in Japan. There are also
many unscrupulous individuals
who seek to take advantage of the
Soka Gakkai. Unless this sorry
state of affairs is rectified, there
will be no victory of the people. 

Sharing Others’
Sufferings as Our Own

Now, why is it that Christian-
ity had such appeal for the
masses? Dr. Toynbee offered
three reasons. First, he noted,
Christianity treated people “not
as proletarians, but as human
souls.” In other words, Christian-
ity taught that each person is im-

portant, each person’s life is pre-
cious, each person has a soul. It
didn’t simply lump people to-
gether as “workers” or “the lower
classes” but placed importance on
the welfare of each person. 

The Soka Gakkai has also al-
ways identified with and extended
a helping hand to individuals who
were suffering amid the harsh re-
alities of daily life. Selfless mem-
bers — like you and many of your
older sisters and brothers, moth-
ers and fathers, grandmothers and
grandfathers — have striven
earnestly to tell others about
Nichiren Daishonin’s Buddhism,
visiting one friend after another
and lending a sympathetic ear to
their problems and worries. The
amount of time and effort spent in
supporting and encouraging a sin-
gle person is truly awe-inspiring. 

By sharing with a friend that
we once suffered too, or that we
are going through a rough time in
our personal lives now but that
we’re really challenging the situ-
ation, we can encourage him or
her. Our own problems and strug-
gles enable us to understand and
empathize with others’ pain and
suffering and allow us to encour-
age them to overcome their prob-

lems as we ourselves have been
doing or are resolved to do. There
is nothing more noble than the
openhearted and generous spirit
of a person sharing and em-
pathizing with the sufferings of
others. 

The Soka Gakkai is funda-
mentally different from those
forces in society who regard the
people as faceless masses and
look down on them as the poor, la-
boring classes. No one is superior
or inferior. At the most funda-
mental level of life itself, there are
no distinctions of rich and poor.
All are equal in the eyes of
Nichiren Daishonin’s Buddhism.
That is the world of the Soka

Gakkai.
This same spirit of equality in

faith was one reason why early
Christianity found such tremen-
dous support among the people. 

Reaching Out to the
Unfortunate

The second reason Dr. Toyn-
bee offers for Christianity’s ap-
peal is that “it showed its consid-
eration for them [the people] in a
practical way by taking care of
the widows and orphans, the sick
and the aged, for whom neither
the municipal governments of the
city-states nor the ecumenical
government of the empire per-
formed any comparable services.” 

Christianity extended a help-
ing hand to those who were suf-
fering most — to those whom nei-
ther the local administration nor
the central government took care
of. The Soka Gakkai has also al-
ways gone out of its way to reach
out to such people and to protect
and fight for their welfare. Be-
cause of this, the Soka Gakkai was
scorned in Japan for the longest
time as a gathering of the poor and
sick.

An international leader was in-
dignant when he heard
this, saying: “What
ridiculous criticism!
Isn’t that what true reli-
gion is all about? Mer-
cenary religious groups
only treasure the rich. I
assert that, in reaching
out to the poorest of the
poor, the Soka Gakkai
only proves itself a reli-
gious group of genuine
i n t e g r i t y . ”

For many religious
groups, money is more
important than people.
The Nikken sect is a
prime example. Such is
the way of all fraudulent
religious groups. The
Nikken sect indis-
putably stands con-
demned by the Daisho-
nin. Abandoned by the
Buddhas and bod-

hisattvas of the ten directions and
three existences of past, present
and future — the protective func-
tions of the universe — the
Nikken sect is destined to ruin.
The same principle applies to in-
dividuals who turn their backs on
the people. 

Sincere and Selfless
Devotion to Faith

Dr. Toynbee’s third reason for
Christianity’s popularity was that
“it did all this [the aforementioned
charitable deeds] disinterestedly,
under the inspiration of Christian
ideals and not with the ulterior
aim of recruiting supporters.”

The spirit of the Soka Gakkai
is the same. It has no ulterior mo-
tive. It is driven simply by the lofty
spirit to enable others to become
happy, to enhance the country’s
cultural richness, to bring peace to
the world. We of the Soka Gakkai
are earnestly devoting ourselves
to practicing the quintessential
teachings of Buddhism. Our spirit
is identical with that of the origi-
nal Buddha, Nichiren Daishonin. 

Never has it occurred to me to
take advantage of the members.
In fact, any increase in our mem-
bership only makes me the target
of even greater jealousy and per-
secution from forces in society
who oppose our movement. The
more members there are, the
more I am driven to support, en-
courage and protect them with
my entire being. 

Nevertheless, it is imperative
that we keep striving for kosen-
rufu. If we are to secure happiness
for the people, we must continue
promoting our movement. As
Buddhists, we have no choice but
to brave all obstacles, weather all
hardships, and endure all in order
to lead people to true freedom and
enlightenment. This is the spirit
of a genuine Buddhist. 

Dr. Toynbee concluded: “The
Christian church won the hearts of
the masses because it did more
for the masses than was done for
them by any of the rival higher re-
ligions or by either the imperial or
the municipal public authori-
ties....” In other words, Christian-
ity represented the only hope.
People then could not rely on the
government, politicians or
wealthy citizens to help them.

This prepared the way for
Christianity’s rapid spread in the
following period and the start of
an era of mass conversions. This
is how Christianity built the foun-
dation for a new age. 

The Soka Gakkai has always
devoted itself to the people, and it
continues to do so to this day. That
is why it has won the people’s
hearts. There is no greater strength
than this. Devotion to the people
is what wins a religion widespread
support — this formula will never
change. I hope you will remember
this lesson of history throughout
your lives. It is this point that I es-
pecially wish to impress upon you
today. 

Noble Dedication 
to Kosen-rufu

Who is worthy of the greatest
respect? It is the people, ordinary
citizens. Though perhaps not
boasting wealth or education, the
truly great are found among the
people. The three martyrs of At-
suhara, whose heroic behavior is
a model for all who are dedicated
to widely spreading the Daisho-

nin’s Buddhism, were the epitome
of the common person. 

When we look at who is
earnestly propagating the Dai-
shonin’s teachings, who is work-
ing with single-minded purpose
to realize kosen-rufu, we find that
it is ordinary people with no par-
ticular name or position in soci-
ety — and more often than not it
is women. 

People who have fine-sound-
ing titles tend to be so puffed up
with vanity and self-importance
that they are unwilling to risk
everything they have to stand up
for the cause of justice. What’s
great about a person like that?
Viewed both in the light of Bud-
dhism and human integrity, ab-
solutely nothing. And what is
more, such self-centered individ-
uals even stoop to exploiting and
manipulating our noble organi-
zation to realize their own lowly
ambitions. This is a truly fearful
thing. President Toda strictly
warned against giving such per-
sons important positions in the
organization. 

Today I have spoken about
Christianity, not to engage in a
doctrinal discussion but to look at
why it spread so widely.

Ultimately, the religion that
devotes itself most to the people
is the one that wins the greatest
popular support and makes the
greatest contributions to hu-
mankind. The Soka Gakkai has
developed in accord with this for-
mula and is now laying the foun-
dation for the next great stage of
development — the foundation
for the century. 

The Buddhist Law is eternal.
The Daishonin’s Buddhism,
moreover, has existed for 700
years, but only the Soka Gakkai
in this century has worked
wholeheartedly for the people’s
happiness based on this essential
teaching. The priesthood has dis-
tinguished itself only by its ar-
rogance and indifference to serv-
ing the people. That’s why it
never gained wide popular sup-
port for the Daishonin’s teach-
ings. The scope of worldwide
kosen-rufu that we of the SGI
have achieved today is the result
of our tireless dedication day in
and day out on behalf of the
members’ happiness. 

For four, five decades, I have
striven for the members’welfare
each day from morning to night.
The Gohonzon knows all of my
efforts. I mention this fact not as
self-praise but as a reminder for
future generations. Because of
these efforts, the Soka Gakkai
has become the foremost orga-
nization in Japan and the world.
Please never think that this was
accomplished easily. 
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Dr. Arnold Toynbee said one reason Christianity gained wide support is because it
won the people’s hearts. Dr. Toynbee and President Ikeda spoke in the early 1970s.
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Members Are 
the Guiding Force

If, in the future, there are lead-
ers who sit back nonchalantly on
the foundation that has been built
by their predecessors, who ma-
neuver their way skillfully to
avoid hard work or responsibility,
who are reluctant to devote every
ounce of their energy to serving
the members, then it will spell ruin
for the Soka Gakkai. Indeed, I’m
afraid that there are already such
people in our organization. It is
vital that you, youth division
members, strictly remonstrate and
take to task such negligent and
self-complacent leaders. Mr.
Makiguchi insisted that the con-
stituent members of a body or or-
ganization must direct the actions
of the leaders. 

The most important things in
faith are the Daishonin’s teach-
ings and the Soka Gakkai spirit.
To protect them, you may have to
strictly admonish people in senior
leadership positions. There is
nothing to be afraid of. When you
reflect on the sincere commitment
of the members in our great orga-
nization and how a single leader’s
directive can affect thousands or
tens of thousands of people, any
leader who takes lightly or abuses
that grave responsibility is a dis-
grace and cannot be condoned. If
such individuals come to prevail,
then the very life and spirit of the
Soka Gakkai will die, causing it to
degenerate into an organization
that betrays the teachings of
Nichiren Daishonin. But as long
as you, the youth division, are
there, I am confident that this will
never happen. 

There was a person who qui-
etly watched my devoted endeav-
ors for the people. This was Chi-
nese premier Zhou Enlai
(1898–1976). He said: “The Soka
Gakkai enjoys broad support
among the people. We should pay
great attention to this organiza-
tion.” Premier Zhou’s focus was
also always on the people. Our
shared commitment to work for
the people fused to create a golden
bridge of friendship between
Japan and China. 

On my departure from Tokyo’s
Haneda Airport on my first visit to
China in 1974, I declared pub-
licly: “I have come this far with
people who have been dismissed
as the poor and the sick — with-
out relying on power or money.”
Many people came to see me off,
including officials of the Chinese
embassy in Tokyo. 

I want all of you to be proud of
this spirit of the Soka Gakkai.
Above all, religion must help the
sick, the poor, those who are suf-
fering the most. Wouldn’t you

agree? To be valued and looked up
to are not corrupt, arrogant indi-
viduals who despise the people. I
want you to inherit my spirit — a
spirit of ungrudging service to the
people — and put it into magnif-
icent practice in your lives. 

The Sun and the Moon
Shine in Your 
Sparkling Eyes

Tonight (March 13) we have
a full moon. That March 16, 40
years ago, was a cold, fine day.
A majestic Mount Fuji watched
solemnly over the participants.
Today, from high on in the
heavens, a luminous full moon
is watching over all of you,
watching over us who share the
profound bonds of mentor and
disciple. 

Until just a short while ago, the
sky was overcast and the full
moon hidden from view. I wholly
presumed we were going to have
cloudy weather or rain again
today — following the tradition of
big youth division events! But the
sky seems to have cleared at last.
Congratulations! 

I can’t help commenting on
your sparkling eyes. In Bud-
dhism, our eyes are likened to the
sun and the moon. In fact, our
whole body is viewed as a micro-
cosm of the universe itself. For in-
stance, the roundness of our heads
represents the celestial sphere; the
hair on our heads, the stars; our
eyebrows, the Big Dipper (Gosho
Zenshu,p. 567). Whether the full
moon is visible in the sky or not,
your shining eyes are the most
brilliant moon and sun one could
hope to see. 

In praise of the strong, pure
faith of one of his followers, the
Daishonin writes: 

The sutra states that those who are
possessed by demons are unable
to believe in the Lotus Sutra, while
those in whom Shakyamuni’s
spirit has entered are able to take
faith in it. Just as the moon re-
flected in the water renders it clear,
so the moon of Shakyamuni Bud-
dha must be mirrored in the water
of your mind. I find this most re-
assuring. (Gosho Zenshu, p. 1379)

This is an important teaching.
Buddhism speaks of evil demons,
or negative forces, taking posses-
sion of people (The Lotus Sutra,
p. 194), and when viewed from
the recent state of the world, it ap-
pears that such demons have in-
deed taken over people’s minds.
Society today is disordered and
polluted. Darkness prevails. Peo-
ple lack a source of genuine light
and hope. 

The demons, or spirits, that
Buddhism speaks of refer to func-
tions that disrupt the proper

rhythm and order of life and rob
people of their vitality and bene-
fit. These functions arise out of de-
luded and misguided thought and
from acting counter to the Law. In
the “Rissho Ankoku Ron,” the
Daishonin cites the passage from
the Ninno Sutra: “When a nation
becomes disordered, it is the spir-
its which first show signs of ram-
pancy. Because the spirits become
rampant, all the people of the na-
tion become disordered” (MW-2
[2nd ed.], 37).

People of evil intent, people
who are driven by personal ambi-
tion rather than concern for the
welfare of others, people who lie
and deceive, people who abuse
the organization for their own pri-
vate ends — the likes of these are
possessed by demons and find it
impossible to practice correct
faith. 

In contrast, this Gosho passage
states that Shakyamuni Buddha
resides in the hearts of those with
sincere faith. Read in terms of
Nichiren Daishonin’s Buddhism,
“Shakyamuni” here refers to the
original Buddha, the Daishonin
himself. The life essence of
Nichiren Daishonin resides in the
lives of genuine practitioners of
his teaching. This is a truly won-
derful thing. For this reason, it is
important that we respect one an-
other in the SGI. 

Championing the Cause
of the People

The other day I received a gift
from the youth division members
of France as an expression of
their determination toward
March 16. It was a book by the
great French author Émile Zola
(1840–1902). I humbly offered it
to the Gohonzon with a prayer of
deep appreciation. 

I have spoken a number of
times about Zola in the past.
Today I’d like to share with you an
impassioned letter he addressed to
the youth, which is included in
this book. 

Zola ranks alongside Victor
Hugo as one of France’s great lit-
erary giants. A leading exponent
of naturalist literature, his works
such as Drunkard, Nana and
Earth are well known in Japan. 

Zola is said to be at his best in
his starkly honest portrayals of the
lives of the working class. He
championed the cause of the com-
mon people throughout his life. I
would like you to remember this. 

It is the people who are all-im-
portant. Nichiren Daishonin was
also one of the people. He wrote
proudly, “I am merely the son of
a commoner” (MW-5, 293). The
majority of high-ranking priests
in those days were from noble or
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Buddhism is about bringing happiness, joy
and fulfillment to all. It enables us not only to
become happy ourselves but to make causes
for the enlightenment of our ancestors seven-
plus generations back and for the happiness
and prosperity of our children, grandchildren
and descendants throughout future genera-
tions. This is the great benefit of Buddhism. 

◆

Because our lives at each moment encom-
pass all things (in accord with the principle
of a life-moment possesses 3,000 realms),
that spirit, that resolve to devote ourselves
utterly, is the only way kosen-rufu can be
achieved. 

◆

The purpose of all things must be the happi-
ness of the people. Everything else should be
but a means to that end. Those who fail to
recognize this fundamental point and look
down on the people and exploit them are
thoroughly vile and contemptible; they are a
hindrance to the people’s happiness. 

◆

[The Soka Gakkai] is driven simply by the
lofty spirit to enable others to become happy,
to enhance the country’s cultural richness, to
bring peace to the world. We of the Soka
Gakkai are earnestly devoting ourselves to
practicing the quintessential teachings of
Buddhism. Our spirit is identical with that of
the original Buddha, Nichiren Daishonin. 

◆

The Soka Gakkai has always devoted itself to
the people, and it continues to do so to this
day. That is why it has won the people’s
hearts. There is no greater strength than this.
Devotion to the people is what wins a religion
widespread support — this formula will never
change. 

◆

To be trusted are the youth. Many people, as
they age, tend to become more self-protective
and timid, more given to doing things with the
minimum expenditure of energy. Mr. Toda said,
“I’ll entrust the job of third president to a
member of the youth division. I won’t leave it
to a disciple from Mr. Makiguchi’s day. Why?
Because they are too old.” I feel the same way
as President Toda. I will entrust the 21st cen-
tury to none but the youth. 

HIGHLIGHTS
FFRROOMM  TTHHIISS  SSPPEEEECCHH
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titled families. Nevertheless, the
Daishonin, the original Buddha,
purposely chose to be born into
the lowest social class of the
times, into a family without
money, title or position. This is
profoundly significant. 

To seek to embellish one’s
worth with titles and honors is a
pretentious way to live. What is
great about someone who lords it
over others and discriminates
against people of humble back-
grounds? A genuine Buddhist
pursues human greatness bare of
all vanity or embellishment. 

Zola’s life was not all smooth
sailing. He lost his father when
he was 7. He failed his university
entrance examination. His hopes
of academic study dashed, he
took a job at a publishing house
and embarked on the road to be-
coming a writer. He had been
hired to wrap and pack books
and do other odd jobs, but he
worked hard at this and, in his
spare time, contributed articles to
small newspapers and gazettes.
As a result of his perseverance,
he came to be known as the best-
selling French novelist of the
19th century. 

How Can We 
Remain Silent?!

In his later years, Zola involved
himself with what was known as
the Dreyfus Affair. The military
authorities had accused a Jewish
French army officer named Alfred
Dreyfus of spying and had tried
and sentenced him to life impris-
onment on an island penal colony.
The man, however, was innocent
of the crime. This travesty of jus-
tice had been caused in no small
part by the deliberate exploitation
of existing anti-Semitic senti-
ment. Zola could not remain
silent. Though almost 60, he stood
up unhesitatingly to fight for the
truth. For him, age was no barrier
to speaking out for justice. As
human beings, we are finished if
we can no longer speak out. It sig-
nals spiritual death.

Exactly a hundred years ago in
1898, Zola published an open let-
ter to the French president in the
newspaper L’Aurore (The Dawn).
The title shouted out from the
page, “J’Accuse” — “I accuse!”
Zola roundly denounced the in-
justice that had been perpetrated.
His aggressive stand drew retali-
ation. He was persecuted and
harshly criticized by the authori-
ties. But he refused to budge or
give in. Great people are not
swayed from their beliefs. 

There are two well-known
proverbs: “Be still and have thy
will,” and “Cowardly dogs bark
loudest.” The more quiet and

earnest a person seems to be, the
more wholeheartedly they tend to
fight for their convictions when
the crucial moment comes. Glib
talkers and those who always
make a lot of noise tend to crum-
ble easily in a crisis. 

Unfazed by the attacks on him,
Zola continued to speak out. He
called out to intellectuals, to the
people and to the youth. Eventu-
ally, people, mainly youth and stu-
dents in their mid-20s, rallied in
response to his cry. 

Zola’s campaigning led to thou-
sands of people signing a petition
demanding a retrial of the Drey-
fus case and served to raise pub-
lic awareness about the affair.

Four years after Zola’s death,
Dreyfus was finally exonerated. It
was a historic victory; Zola’s vic-
tory. This towering human rights
struggle is still talked about today. 

Think of the Great Task
That Awaits You!

To be trusted are the youth.
Many people, as they age, tend to
become more self-protective and
timid, more given to doing things
with the minimum expenditure of
energy. Mr. Toda said: “I’ll entrust
the job of third president to a
member of the youth division. I
won’t leave it to a disciple from
Mr. Makiguchi’s day. Why? Be-
cause they are too old.” I feel the
same way as President Toda. I will
entrust the 21st century to none
but the youth. 

At the outset of his struggle,
Zola lost no time in addressing the
youth. In the letter dated 1897,
which is also included in the book
I received from the French youth
division members, he cries: 

Oh youth, I beg of you, think of the
great task that awaits you. You are
the workmen of the future. You
will lay the foundations of the next
century which, we firmly believe,
will resolve the problems of fair-
ness and truth that this waning
century raises....

Youth! Be always on the side
of justice. If ever the idea of jus-
tice should grow dim within you,
you would be a prey to every peril.
I am not talking about the justice
prescribed by our Codes of law....
It [that justice] must be respected,
of course; but the justice I mean is
a loftier notion.

Our spirit in the SGI is the
same. While striving to be exem-
plary citizens in our communities,
we are working to propagate the
supreme truth that is the Mystic
Law. This is kosen-rufu. Those
whose hearts blaze with the pas-
sion to champion justice and truth
we call youth. 

Zola implored of the youth:
“Who will stand up and demand
that justice be done — if not
you?... you who can speak up in
all purity and in all good faith?”
There is no one. Only the youth.
He continued: 

Youth!... be on our side when we
affirm that an innocent man is
serving an appalling sentence and
that our rebellious hearts burst
with indignation.... Wherever
there is a martyr crushed by ha-
tred, is it not your dream to defend
his cause and set him free?

Surely seeing a person of jus-
tice being persecuted, Zola de-
clares, is reason enough to stand
up and defend him. Our humanity
demands it. It is the heart of hu-
manism. This spirit is the com-
plete antithesis of the insidious na-
ture of authority that holds human
life cheap. Zola further cried: 

If you do not take the most sublime

of risks, if you do not launch into
a superb and perilous cause, if you
do not stand up to an entire nation,
in the name of ideal justice, then
who will? Don’t you feel ashamed
to see your elders, the old people,
take up this cause today with ar-
dour, carrying out the task...that
should be yours?...

***

Where are you going, you young
men, you students...? “We’re
going to the aid of humanity, truth
and justice!”

I would like to present these
words to you, the members of the
youth division. 

Youth must have the spirit to at-
tack injustice, the spirit to refute
that which is wrong, the spirit to
spread the Daishonin’s teaching.
Just giving an appearance of pro-
moting kosen-rufu and going with
the flow, afraid of making waves,
are the actions of self-serving

youth who are spiritually old and
decrepit. 

The Mystic Law, as I have al-
ready stated, is of supreme im-
portance. The SGI is an organiza-
tion dedicated to spreading the
Mystic Law throughout the world.
Consequently, supporting and so-
lidifying the SGI will contribute to
the true victory of the people. The
victory of the people is the focus
and goal of all our endeavors.
Please always remember that. I’m
counting on you of the youth di-
vision to work all out for a mag-
nificent victory. 

Looking forward expectantly
to March 16 next year, I would
like to close my speech today
with an expression of my deep
appreciation for the phenome-
nal strides you have been mak-
ing in your activities. Please
know that I am chanting for your
health and endeavors day and
night. May you advance with
complete confidence.

Thank you one and all. WT
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Thai, Cambodian Members Mark New Year

The first Thai-Cambodian
joint general meeting in

the Los Angeles area was
held on April 4 at the World
Peace Ikeda Auditorium to
celebrate their traditional
New Year’s Day, which is
April 13 in the current 
calendar.

In his message to the 700
participants, SGI President
Ikeda quoted the Gosho:
“Nam-myoho-renge-kyo is
the greatest of all joys”
(Gosho Zenshu, p. 788). He
then went on to say: “This
faith enables us to enjoy our
lives to the fullest, filled with

supreme happiness. There-
fore, with this Buddhism, we
can surmount the stormy
seas of life and transform
them into sources of good-
ness and happiness.

“I ask that each of you
chant daimoku to make each
day victorious. Please have
confidence that your steady
efforts will lead you on a
brilliant course toward eter-
nal happiness and triumph.”

The meeting featured ex-
periences, a song, a skit and
various native dances includ-
ing performances by children
and non-members. WT
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COMING NEXT WEEK: The Youth Division Pullout, ‘Seize the Day’

BY DORIS McCLOSKEY
CHICAGO CORRESPONDENT

Robert Derby is one of
the millions of Ameri-
cans who drives a
sports utility vehicle.

Along with small trucks, SUVs
are closing in on cars as our coun-
try’s preferred mode of trans-
portation. No matter that it costs
us more to keep filling ’em up. Not
only do we like the outdoors four-
wheel image, we’ve decided that
when it comes to navigating the
dangers of modern freeways, we
prefer something a little sturdier.

But Derby is one of those dri-
vers who still longs for better and
cleaner gas mileage. And as mar-
keting director for Epyx, he’s
doing something about it. His
company is in the forefront of ef-
forts funded by automobile man-
ufacturers and the Department of
Energy to develop a new genera-
tion of vehicles. Epyx’s specialty
is fuel cell technology, a system
that converts fuel to hydrogen to
make electricity. 

“I drive a sports utility vehicle,
but I’m really looking forward to
the day when I can get 40 miles to
the gallon compared to the 20 I’m
presently getting,” says Derby.
“We [the public] will probably
like the looks of the fuel cell and
electric cars. We’ll have the speed
and power without the noise.”

Epyx, a subsidiary of Arthur
D. Little in Cambridge, Mass.,
worked with the Department of
Energy, Plug Power of Latham,
N.Y., and the Los Alamos Na-
tional Laboratory to develop a fuel
cell for automobiles. Demon-
strated for the first time last fall,
the cell is capable of generating
electricity from a variety of fuels,
including gasoline and natural
gas, as well as renewable re-
sources such as ethanol and
methanol. Refueling will be as
easy as pulling into your present-
day gas station.

No one expects overnight
change, but it’s coming — and in

a variety of packages. Car manu-
facturers already are introducing
cars powered by electric batteries.
By the early part of the next cen-
tury, the new fuel cell system will
be available: “The public could
see this technology on the market
as early as 2004,” says Steve
Chalk of the Department of En-
ergy’s Office of Advanced Auto-
motive Technology. “Consumers
have to be enticed to change old
habits.”

Manufacturers already under-
stand some of those enticements.
For example, Ford’s new electric
car is a high-end sports utility ve-
hicle available in California. Cin-
ergy Corporation has designed its
electric vehicle in the form of a
Formula I race car, attracting at-
tention and demonstrating top
performance.

Meanwhile, Ford and Honda
are developing a network of pub-
lic charging stations in California
designed to make driving electric
vehicles more convenient. The ex-
pected development of “fast
charging’ batteries could make
electric vehicle charging as fast
as refueling today. 

Epyx plans to introduce its new
fuel cell technology to the public
through small premium power
devices for use in vacation homes,
sailboats, emergency back-up
generators and the like. “Once
they discover how efficient and
quiet these are with no smell from
emissions,” says Derby, “I think
people will be more receptive to
using the technology in cars.” 

However, there are a lot of us
who still want to hear the vroom
when we put the pedal to the
metal. So, Derby agrees, the mar-
keting plan for fuel cell automo-
biles may have to include an on-
board sound system — to emulate
our 20th-century gas guzzlers.WT
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Driving Into
the Future

Bill Mitchell, Epyx vice president of engineering, and the Epyx
50kW Multi-Fuel Processor used for conducting automotive-

scale laboratory demonstrations. Epyx is just one of the
companies developing alternative technologies for cars.


