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All in the Global Family

More than 6,500 people, including more than 2,000 guests, attended the Global Family Festival at the World Culture Center in Los Angeles
on March 14 and 15. Youth division members from five regions presented four two-and-a-half-hour multimedia performances featuring a
dramatic storyline, video clips, music, dance and some 600 young participants. See story on page 5.

BRIGHT
IDEAS

Thomas Edison — the man who said ‘Genius is
1 percent inspiration, 99 percent perspiration’
— is credited with some of the most important
inventions of the 20th century. Edison’s
tenacity and hard work are noteworthy,
SGI President Ikeda says.

SGI President Ikeda gave the
following speech at the 19th
Headquarters Leaders
Meeting, held concurrently
with the 4th Kanagawa
Prefecture General Meeting,
at the Soka International
Friendship Hall in Sendagaya,
Tokyo, Feb. 3.

Don’t Ever Give Up

Whatever the endeavor, it is im-
portant not to give up until you suc-
ceed. This is the theme | will dis-
cuss today.

February is the month of second

Soka Gakkai president Josei
Toda’s birth. Born in 1900,
the last year of the 19th
century, he went on to
carry out a great struggle
for human happiness on the
stage of the 20th century.
Today | am engaged in
building a bridge of victory
from the 20th century into the
21st. This is a work in
progress.
As we approach the turn of
the century, many are looking
back over this century and pon-
dering its events and developments.
There is one notable figure who has been
described as having “invented the 20th century,”
and that is Thomas Edison (1847-1931).
The American inventor and entrepreneur
was involved in an extraordinary number of inven-
tions: incandescent light, the phonograph, motion pic-

hank you all for gath-
ering here today in
this cold wea-
ther. | com-
mend each of you
on your tremendous
efforts inJanuary. The
joint effort of the youth
division members in
particular signals the start
of colossal developmentin the
year ahead. The 21st century
belongs to the youth division. A new age led
by the youth has already begun, and | rejoice in th._
with you with all my heart.
Also, to all my friends from Kanagawa,
congratulations on holding your fourth general
meeting! My warmest welcome to you all.

PLEASE SEE IDEAS, 8
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OUR ORGANIZATION

SGI-USA (Soka Gakkai International-USA) is an America
Buddhist organization based on the philosophy of t
Nichiren school of Mahayana Buddhism. The SGI exists
128 countries and has its international center in Japan, wh
the organization was founded in 1930. In\Werld Tribune

you'll see news of our organization both in America and in- Major Writings of Nichiren Daishoninjol. 5, p.

ternationally.

OUR PURPOSE

The SGI-USA promotes peace and individual happine
based on Nichiren Daishonin’s Buddhism. Our position is th

Desperately Seeking a
Change of Karma

ichiren Daishonin pro-
mises that we can change
our karma, our destiny, through
Buddhist practice. For instance,
n

dhist practice desperately seek-
ing that change — the quick fix,
some call it. We might chant
more, go to more meetings,

ina 1275 letter to Nichigen-nyo, the wife of Shijstudy Buddhism more. Which is all great, unless
heKingo, he tells her that “the bad luck of youwe then let impatience get in the way of the

in thirty-third year will turn into the happiness ofprogress we’re making, or we just burn out. It can
ergour thirty-third year.... You will grow younger,be a big letdown, for example, when we “throw
and your good fortune will accumulateTHe ourselves into activities,” and everything doesn't

158).

unlucky age for women, and
Nichigen-nyo thought trouble
sswas on the way. The Daishonir
atwanted to assure her that whal

peace in the community — whether it be in a neighborhoodever karma she felt she wa
or the world — is inseparably linked with individuals’ hap- going to suffer from would def-

piness. SGI-USA members, through their faith, are seek|
to become happier and contribute positively to society. In t

nginitely turn into her happiness.
heHe makes similar promises tc

World Tribune you'll see experiences from members about his followers throughout his let-

this process, which we call human revolution.

OUR PRACTICE

Our basic practice is chanting the phrase Nam-myoho-ren
kyo to the Gohonzon, our object of devotion. According

ters and thus to all of us. We cal
reverse our bad luck, he says —
whether it’s in relationships,
health or finances.

ge- Unfortunately, though, chang-

to ing our deepest karma takes time

Nichiren Daishonin, the workings of the universe are an ex-The Daishonin wasn't telling
pression of the law of Nam-myoho-renge-kyo. So chanting Nichigen-gyo that she would

it allows us to be in tune with our environment and create
most value. Th&Vorld Tribunecarries many study articles tg
explain the practice in detail.

hechangeall her bad luck that one
year; he was encouraging her t
keep moving down the long roac
to happiness. His message we -
“Keep chanting, keep hoping,

Myoho-renge-kygs the title of the Lotus Sutra, which is the year.”

foundation of Nichiren Daishonin’s Buddhism. This sutr
Shakyamuni Buddha'’s highest teaching, sets forth that
Buddha nature is inherent in all living things — all peop
have the potential to become Buddhas. Nichiren Daishon

into practice, the chanting and sharing of Nam-myoho-ren
kyo. In keeping with the sutra’s teaching that people are B

d,

immediately turn around.

We know how hard we've been working at faith
At the time, 33 was thought in Japan to be ar so where’s the payoff?

Again, Buddhism teaches
that the fundamental change

Buddhism
teaches how
important it is
for us to enjoy
changing our
karmic
sufferings.
Since it may
take a while,
we might as
well enjoy it.

we're hoping for only comes
about over time, only through
the accumulation of daily efforts
over a long period. There is no
quick fix.
At the same time, Buddhism
teaches how importantitis for us
to enjoy changing our karmic
sufferings. Since it may take a
while, we might as well enjoy it.
The Daishonin essentially asked
Nichigen-gyo, “Why don’t you
enjoy your 33rd year, making it
a great year for changing
karma?” The same principle ap-
plies to us all. If we feel that
“This year I'll change karma” or

even “Today I'm going to change
karma,” we're sure to enjoy our-
selves more than if we're ob-
keep moving your life in a positive direction thisessing about why the payoff is slow in coming.
There may be few overnight successes in Bud-

e sufferings of a karmic nature, whose roots lie de¢ipings — anotheenjoyablechance.
injin causes we made in the past.” One way of look- From the long-term perspective, wi#l change

a Japanese priest who lived in the 13th century, championeéhg at our karmic sufferings, then, is this: Sinceur karma. The Daishonin promised that, in the
the Lotus Sutra and introduced the concrete way of putting itthey come from causes we made in the past end, everything would turn out for the best if his

SGI President Ikeda recently explained that “dhism, but the Daishonin teaches that every day
thetakes a great deal of time and effort to overconaad every night is another chance for us to change

ge-even in past lives — we have to reach deep inflallowers continued to practice. “You will grow
ud-our lives to change them. The deeper those sybunger, and your good fortune will accumulate”

dhas, the SGI teaches that the heritage of this Buddhism igerings’ causes are, the longer they take to reaeh-that's a guarantee from him to each of us.
It's human nature, though, to want to change Growing younger. Accumulating good fortune.
When he puts it like that, the Daishonin sure makes

passed from generation to generation of the people.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Contact the SGI-USA community center nearest you —
there are more than 60 across the country. (You can look
in the phone hook or call our national headquarters at
(310) 451-8811.) The community center can direct you to
SGI-USA members in your town, so you can ask questions
and find out more.
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our lives all at once. Today! Now!

And many times, we may approach our Budthanging karma sound like a lot of fun.
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Step Up to the Plate

WORLD TRIBUNE

cated President Ikeda and alknowledge and ideas. Even so,
SGI members — Nichiren while President lkeda is a first-
Shoshu officials rebuked Mr. rate intellectual, it's his human-
Ikeda for allowing Beethoven’s ness — which | feel in his poem
“Ode to Joy” to be performed at“Moonlight,” among others —
SGI meetings; that thaws my

MAILBOX

Chanting Is More Than Prayer

While digging through the
" SGI-USA archives, Lisa

In the Feb. 27 issue, the editorial was titled “The Right W; the masterpiece cynicism.
To Chant?” | would suggest that a more correct title would Jones came across a is non-Buddhist, ~ E———— This photo also
have been “The Right Way To Pray?” they asserted. i reminds me of the
Your editorial implies that the only posture one can assu "neph()t,ograph of SGI In 1991, | saw To me, this last time | went to
while chanting daimoku is one of petitionary prayer. While President Ikeda that President Ikeda photo conveys  apaseball game:a
itis clear from the Gosho that Nichiren Daishonin sanctionedineni Q¢ tup? in person for the warm July night
this kind of practice, it is not the only way to approach prac- 1nsp1red this Perspectlve. first time. | had an aIS‘peCt Of last year at Coors
ticing with the Gohonzon. For example, in “On Attaining been practicing President Field in Denver —
Buddhahood,” Nichiren Daishonin states: “A mind which STAFF WRITER Buddhism less [Jkeda’s spirit the Colorado Rock-
presently is clouded by illusions originating from the innate than a year, and ies were playing...
darkness of life is like a tarnished mirror, but once it is pol- aseball cap on backwardknew next to that I would someone. | was
ished it will become clear, reflecting the enlightenment of im- Wearing one of those pen-nothing about [ike to develop there to see fire-
mutable truth. Arouse deep faith and polish your mirror night guin-logo shirts. My dad had onehim. The orches- . If Th works, not base-
and day. How should you polish it? Only by chanting Nam- just like it, | remember, in the tra and chorus in mysef: e ball. | don’t re-
myoho-renge-kyo” The Major Writings of Nichiren Dai- | late '60s or early '70s. Around performed “Ode spirit to member who won
shonin vol. 1, p. 5). Notice he does not direct us to pray to the same time that this photo oto Joy” as Mr. stand up and the game.
polish our minds. | would suggest that praying to polish yaur SGI President Ikeda was takenlkeda entered the p After the

mind and polishing your mind are two completely different  In most of the pictures I've auditorium. take nmy turn game, the ball-

psychological postures. seen, President Ikeda is wearing It's more accu- at bat park went dark
In the Gosho “Reply to Gijo-bo,” Nichiren Daishonin a business suit and meeting withiate to say that he : and the crowd
states: “Single-mindedly desiring to see the Buddha’ also world leaders and intellectuals. lexploded into the I —————— hushed. The first

means to see the Buddha in one’s own mind, to concent
one’s mind on seeing the Buddha, and that to see one’s
mind is to see the Buddha. | have attained the fruit of Bu
dhahood, the eternally inherent three bodies [by living t
sentence]” (MW-2 [2nd ed.], 205). This passage suggest
me that the practice of chanting daimoku encompasses
ditional Buddhist meditational postures, such as concent
tion, mindfulness and insight. We do a disservice to t
breadth of Nichiren Daishonin’s teachings and practice wh
we narrowly define the correct way to chant solely in tern
of prayer.

— LEE K. WOLFSON, Pittsburgh

Women Are Youth, Too

As a mother of two young children, | would like to offer m
comments about the “Seize the Day” pullout.

It is disturbing to me to see a youth section dominated
one gender. This is not the first time Werld Tribunehas
used the titlgyouthto headline information or stories solely

about males. (The Feb. 27 pullout had all male points of vie

and there were six pictures of young men.) How am | to sh
this with my daughter and expect her to embrace and id
tify with it? Frankly, | wouldn’t want to.

Society nationally and internationally is highly male-don

inated at the expense of women. That means women are i

visible and young girls don't get to see women to identi
with, learn about and have as role models. It saddens me

makes me angry to see this same pattern in the SGI, parti
larly in the youth division, which will lead the future and hope

fully embrace my young children. Please consider what |
saying.
— NANCY LATIMER, San Bruno, Calif.

Editors note: Point well taken (except that we did include
one experience from a young women'’s division in that
issue). The imbalance was unintentional, but thank you f
raising our awareness: We'll do our best to seek a better|
balance (please see this week’s issue).

Letters printed here do not necessarily reflect the opinions
the SGI-USA or the/orld Tribune.

atéove this photo because it remindswuditorium;  al-
owme that he’s just an ordinary perthough he’s small

d-son who strives to be the best hen physical stature, he has awoneending trail of

rocket went up. |
followed the as-
orange

nis can be. Wittspectacular results. derfully immense presence. Waltsparks...climbing...hover-

5 to

I think it's sad that some peo-Whitman once wrote: “land mineing...pow. A kaleidoscope of

traple misunderstand why we ad-do not convince by arguments)ight. Then another, and an-
ramire President Ikeda. To me similes, rhymes,/We convince byother. Explosions choreo-
hehe’s a living example of how our presence.” The moment | savwgraphed to Sousa marches and
enpeople can apply Nichiren Dai-President Ikeda | knew that ISpringsteen songs. Gunpow-
ns shonin’s Buddhism in daily life, could wholeheartedly supportdery-smelling clouds of smoke.

pursue dreams and be happy. him. All | could think was, Thundering reports that drum-

see him as ateacher and a friendWow.”
Later, as | read his books and Then the finale began.

In 1990 — just before speeches, | developed a left- Atthe first surging chords of
Nichiren Shoshu excommuni-brained appreciation for his“Ode to Joy,” a spontaneous

despite never having met him.

Photo by GREGORY NAKASUJI

med through my ribcage.

roar rose from the crowd. It's an
anthem of human triumph, for-
ever linked in my heart to Pres-
ident lkeda.

I've never seen a more over-
whelming barrage of fireworks. It
was like being pummeled with
brilliance. | glanced down the row
at the faces of my family mem-
bers, raptin delighted amazement.
All'l could think was, “Wow.”

An image — a moment,
whether captured on film or en-
graved in one’s memory — con-
veys more than any argument,
simile or rhyme.

To me, this photo conveys
an aspect of President Ikeda’'s
spirit that | would like to de-
velop in myself. The spirit to
stand up and take my turn at
bat. To calmly assess every-
thing that’s thrown at me, and
to have the wisdom to know
when to swing.

And when | do swing, to con-
nect with the ball and slug it into
the center-field seats. W}

If you're interested in con-

tributing to this section, please
call us at (310) 451-8811 or e-
mail us at SokaNews@aol.com
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Courtesy of SEIKYO PRESS

Children view the SGI-cosponsored World Boys and Girls Art
Exhibition in Cape Town, South Africa.

SouTH AFRICA
Children’s Art Exhibition
Opens in South Africa

The World Boys and Girls Art Exhibition made its way ti
Africa for the first time, opening at the Good Hope Gallery

the Castle in Cape Town, South Africa, on March 1 and run-

ning through to March 17. The showing was sponsored by

the By FRED FRIEDLAND

SGl and the University of the Western Cape, with the support CORRESPONDENT

of UNESCO and the South African Ministry of Arts, Culture,
Science and Technology. President Nelson Mandela serve

San Francisco, Feb. 28

honorary chairperson of the exhibition’s steering committee. primal heartbeats. Brightly

Russia

SGI President To Be
Acknowledged
by Russian Government

In commemoration of the 850th anniversary of the establi
ment of the city of Moscow, the Russian government has

colored garb. Sweet-potat

Participants dressed in colorful costumes enter the auditorium for the start of the performances.

Black History Month
. Celebrated in San Francisco

ot - s

os by PHIL GRAHAM

pie and hibiscus tea. Ex-
hibit panels, books, art....

San Francisco mem-|
bers made history with
their first meeting com-
memorating black history
month — A Celebration
of Culture and Heritage

sh— held in the San Fran-
decisco lkeda Auditorium.

cided to confer a medal and Certificate of Special Commen-Some 200 members ang

dation upon SGI President Ikeda. The honor recognizesguests were treated to %

individuals who have contributed to the development of Ru

ian society and the promotion of amicable exchange. Moscowucation, art, literature,

ss-fascinating program of ed-

Mayor Yuriy M. Luzhkov recommended Mr. Ikeda for the dis- music, dance and food,
tinction, which was approved and signed by Russian Presibased on the rich human|

dent Boris Yeltsin.

CHINA

Chinese University

To Honor SGI President

SGI President Ikeda has received a letter from President

Tiecheng of China’s Sichuan Union University advising hi
of the institution’s decision to confer an honorary profess
ship upon him. In the letter, President Lu acknowledges tl

Mr. Ikeda is a distinguished Buddhist thinker, philosopher a

social activist, well-known for his endeavors to establi
world peace and foster a spirit of nonviolence through c
ture and education.

— Courtesy of SGI NEWSLETTER

If you have a short report of a special event in your area that you'd like
to see in “News Briefs,” please contact your local bureau chief or call
us at (310) 451-8811 or e-mail us at SokaNews@aol.com.

American traditions.

Lewis shared SGI Presi-
dent Ikeda’s vision of
Africa in the coming 21st
century, the Century of

ity of African and African- -

Event organizer Akiko &

Life, “where all living be-

or- mony. The time has come

Lungs on this planet can liveAnthony Hernandez plays the Caribbean steel
m together in peace and hardrum during the festivities in San Francisco.

spite of all that was taken fromthen education of the mind be-
comes of prime importance.
In her keynote address, KolaChildren must embrace the
d @Rhythms of African drums like Akintola, executive director of human library and wisdom of

elders in society, and un-
derstand the tools of tech-
nological infrastructure as
provided by computers and
information systems to sur-
vive the future.

“I believe this is the key
to understanding, toler-
ance, mutual respect and
the removal of mutual neg-
ative cultural or economic
arrogance.”

Dapo Agoro, a stage di-
rector in Berkeley, said that
he feels “proud to be in-
volved because people of
African-American heritage
have been able to come to-
gether with the full support
of the members, and every-
one equally was impacted
by feelings of hope, pride
and determination.”

As 12-year-old Thierry
Eyoum-Deido of San Fran-
cisco expressed in his essay
on “What It Means To Be
an African American”™: “I
hope someday we can bring

hatwhen the entire world will learn the Center for African and all the races together in America
ndfrom the energy, strength andAfrican-American Art and Cul- as friends.”

sh wisdom of Africa, which never ture, said that “if children and  With determination like that,
ul-lost the happy pulse of life inyouth are to survive the future,we cannot miss. W]

S onna be HOT!

OUTH CONFERENCES AT THE FLORIDA NATURE
AND CULTURE CENTER THIS SUMMER

M’ Youth Pullout Inside This Issue for More Details.
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A member from Los Angeles #3
Region performs a Korean fan
dance as part of a multicultural
dance medley (top right).
Members from Los Angeles #5
Region dance to the song
‘Constantinople’ (top left). Fife
and Drum Corps members
(above) representing all Los
Angeles regions also perform.
The festival depicts Los Angeles
in all its diversity.

Photos by
Gregory Nakasuji,
Byron Cohen,
Don Hodgson and
Toshi Fujimoto

Los Angeles performance features
a cast of hundreds — and a story
of strength onstage and off.

By DEBORAH GOODWIN characters’ personal dilem-
san‘iZRan;if":‘aDEgL“f mas collided with a defining
’ " moment in the city’s history,
March 14-15 the Rodney King incident
he Global Family Festi- and ensuing civil unrest.
val, commemorating Their journey through their
March 16, Kosen-rufu Day, community and inward into
represented the artistic andheir lives resulted in each
spiritual accomplishments of character awakening the
each of the five Los Angelesspirit to challenge his or her
regions. The cross-regionalweaknesses and pursue his
effort was both a moving andor her strengths.
authentic testamenttothe vi- Pim Bomrungchati, orig-
tality of the Los Angeles inally of Thailand, said: “I
youth division. know I'm not the only one
Written by Shan Serafin, going through a crisis or in-
the three-act musical extrav-security. Everyone is. | want
aganza was based on SGthe audience to feel the spirit
President Ikeda’s poem “Sunthat ““Sun ofJiyu’ is me’and
of JiyuOver a New Land.” It not just leave the auditorium
engaged young performersand let that spirit fade away.”
and behind-the-scenes par- Yoshiko Nakamura ex-
ticipants by the hundredspressed her hopes that “lots
and played to standing-of youth division members
room-only audiences for two will become active again in
days. the organization, especially
Featuring a multicultural, during the next three years
multi-ethnic ensemble cast,leading up to the new cen-

representing Los Angeles intury. | hope this March 16 is  [§&]

all its diversity, the main areal turning point.” [

Dancers from Los

Angeles #2 Region
evoke the anger
and chaos of the
1992 civil unrest in
Los Angeles
(above). Musicians
| from Los Angeles
#1 Region play a
Beach Boys song
during a depiction
of the events and
people in Los
Angeles’ pop
culture history
(left).
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Photo by LISA HOLLIS

ydreamisto have a
golden relationship
with a fabulous
husband and to-
gether raise beautiful, happy chil
dren. I realized last year that to ac
tualize this dream, | had to ge
busy with my Buddhist practice.

My mother died when my sis-
ter was 3 and | was 2. My fathe
soon remarried. When | was 3 o
4, my sister and | were molesteq
by our primary baby sitter, my
stepmother’s grandfather.

And this abuse continued for[#=
the next seven years. | bega
overeating, smoking cigarettes a
age 9, stealing from relatives anc
withdrawing from life. | never told
my parents that | was being mo
lested; | was certain | wouldn’t be
believed. When my older siste
told them she was being molesteq
they brushed it off as drama.

| understood, even at thatT've learned that no matter where I am in life, I just have to continue. Attaining Buddhahood is a lifelong
young age, that my parents werjourney, and now I know how to clear a path toward it.
simply incapable of protecting
me. It filled me with rage — a
rage | couldn’t act out on anyone
So | turned it on myself and later!
sae s | NE@ Demons Under My Bed
depression for years.

When I was 19, while working
at a summer camp, a friend tolc
me about chanting Nam-myoho-
renge-kyo. | heard the words, anc
| knew | had to chant.

Chanting alleviated my de-biggest turning point of my

Pam BucHANAN, Los ANGELES

To clear a path to her dream, Pam Buchanan had to face a difficult past —
and do some intense karmic housekeeping.

bags later, | was still complaining
to one friend about how hard it
was to clean.

I hate itwhen | get like that, be-
cause that's not who | really am,
and my friend knew that, too. She
got strict and told me just to face
my room with courage. So | got
off the phone, stopped whining
and said to myself that “every-
thing | do is getting me closer to
achieving my dream.”

Finally, it happened — I filled
another garbage bag and looked at
the floor underneath. | only
needed to fill one more garbage
bag, and then | could sweep. An-
other friend came over that day to
chant, and, for the firsttime in five
years, | didn’t bother closing my
bedroom door. ltwas so liberating.

For years, if you were to look
for me in my bedroom, you
couldn’t find me. No one could.
He (my molester) couldn't find
me. | had barricaded myself be-
hind a ton of shame and hurt.

But I'm no longer a victim.
And I'm not just a survivor.

Nichiren Daishonin says: “Nei-
ther the pure land nor hell exists
outside ourselves; both lie within
our own hearts. Awakened to this
truth, one is called a Buddha; de-
luded aboutit, oneis called acom-
mon mortal. The Lotus Sutra re-
veals this truth, and one who

When I returned to Los Ange-out, it took me three days just toembraces the Lotus Sutra will re-

pression, and | found thelife...once and for all. | commit- les, | had to face my life again. Icollect the books off my bed. Italize that hell is itself the Land of
strength to keep living — for ated to mastering my personabraced myself to face my bed-was as if | had barricaded myselfTranquil Light” (The Major Writ-

while, anyway.
With no connection to the filling my mission as a Bodhi- five years. To say it was a mess isearby to grab and read.

demons from childhood and ful-room, which | had not cleaned inin bed by always having a bookings of Nichiren Daishonitvol. 2

[2nd. ed.], pp. 207-08).

SGI-USA, | just drifted away sattva ofthe Earth. |knewthatunan understatement. No matter Then | had to move one of the Today, | can fully embrace my
from chanting. | eventually madeless | overcame my suffering, lwhat|did — chantfor hours, talk beds out — you see, | had twdamily. My older sister has started
the decision to follow my dreamcould not help anyone else. Ito other members with the saméeds in my room. | had bought achanting and is learning gongyo.
to move to Los Angeles. Slowly could not bring children into this problem, get guidance, go to thenew bed and never gotten rid oMy relationships with my step-

but surely my depression, ragevorld — | could not fulfill my FNCC, or dream about the daythe old bed. mother, my step-grandmother
and self-destructive tendencieslream — until | resolved my fam- when my sufferingwould allend  One night, | put my old mat- and my younger sister have been
returned. Fortunately, in 1988, lily relationships, which were — | seemed to be almost paratress and box spring on the curtsteadily improving. My relation-

met a woman who told me allbased on hurt. lyzed when it came to cleaning,and said good-bye to the old Panship with my father has improved
about Buddhist practice, the or- | had to clean up my family especially when it came to myBuchanan. | awoke the next mornby leaps and bounds. | visited him
ganization, the Gohonzon andkarma. bedroom. ing full of energy. That's when the on New Year’s Eve, and we had a
kosen-rufu. | received the Go- Last May | went home to New real work began — all of my wonderful time.
honzon and became an SGI-USAfork City, for the first time in six ou see, when | was growingdemons were still under the bed. About three weeks after |
member on Jan. 28, 1989. years, to visit my older sister and 1 up, my dad would wake us | couldn’t even see the floor cleaned my bedroom, | started
Then, | began a long, intenseher young daughter. Seeing mxids up in the middle of the nightthrough all the newspapers, magfurnishing it in the way I've al-
struggle with the pain and ragesister's pain and the fear in her eyeand do a white glove inspection—azines and empty boxes. And letvays wanted to. My house may
that had been running my life.was like seeing myself without theif something wasn't clean, we hadme be completely honest withnot be spotless, but friends can
Sometimes | won and sometimeg&sohonzon in my life. to clean itright then. Cleaning ouryou: | had empty food cartons allnow drop in anytime, and there’s
I lost, but | kept advancing to the  Aswe shared our lives, her paimrooms was punishment. If weover the floor, too—trophies fromno shame, nothing to hide.
best of my ability, from wherever was almost unbearable for me avanted to go somewhere and oupast eating binges that | meantto I've also started a daily exer-
| landed. times. But because | was conparents didn’t want us to go,throw out but instead kept arounctise program, and | changed my
Over time, | came to see thainected to the people in this orgathey’d say: “Your room'’s not to further chastise myself. eating habits — without resenting
the more | accepted responsibilnization, | felt supported. | metclean. You can't go.” Butmy par- | needed a crane to lift every-the need to do so or missing a
ity for helping others, the harderSGI-USA members who lived ents’ bedroom was the messieghing out. | started to get sick frombeat. | am also changing my ca-
| could fight to break through my right around the corner from myroom in the house! Nothing couldall the dust | was stirring up. reer. | don't have doubts that I'll
suffering. The first measurablesister, and | introduced her tobe clean enough for them, yet, After | had filled six garbage ultimately fulfill my dream.
breakthrough happened orthem. My desire was to give myironically, nothing was ever clean.bags, nothing in the room lookedThrough this experience, I've
March 20, 1996. | realized that Isister hope thata happy lifeispos- Just to make sure that Idifferent. | still couldn’t see the learned that no matter where | am
had to end the pattern of abuse isible and to be a role model for mycouldn’t escape cleaning myfloor, and there was still a messn life, | just have to continue. At-
my life, so, after 23 years ofniece, so that she would experiapartment, | scheduled a meeteverywhere. taining Buddhahood is a lifelong
smoking, | quit on the spot. Andence an alternative to living as ang at my haise. |hadamonthto  Every time a friend called to journey, and now | know how to
| have not gotten hooked again. victim. get the living room and bathroomsee about my progress and to lendear a path toward it. W}
InApril 1997, lwenttoacon-  Over the course of my visit, | in order, but | didn’t start cleaningencouragement, | found myself
ference at the Florida Nature andjained confidence in my prayeruntil the day before the meeting. saying that | couldn’tkeep thisuplf you're interested in con-
Culture Center. | went to rechargdor my family’s happiness. | felt  Cleaning those two rooms wasnuch longer; nothing seemed tctributing to this section, please
my Buddbhist battery. | went with that we were all at least taking ahe easy part. | still had to tacklemake a dent in the room. Abouicall us at (310) 451-8811 or e-
the determination to make it thestep in the right direction togethermy bedroom, though. As it turnedthree days and 12 large garbagmail us at SokaNews@aol.com
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STUDY

APPLYING
NICHIREN
DAISHONIN'S
WRITINGS TO
DAILY LIFE

SIGN
POSTS

Friends of

the Lotus Sutra

SGI-USA YOUTH DIVISION STUDY COMMITTEE

Matching the Sutra

His point was simple in this 1260 lettetthe person.The idea that we shouldn’t
s I AN Ds to an unknown recipient: You shouldn’ttrust those whose words don’t match

trust priests whose words don't match ththe sutras ultimately suggests that we
sutras, especially the Lotus Sutra, Budshould trust ourselves. Near the end of

LESSONS FOR TODAY FROM
THE WRITINGS OF NICHIREN DAISHONIN

dhism’s highest teaching. Rather, youis life, as the Daishonin shares here,
should judge these priests by whether the§hakyamuni instructed his disciples
are walking and talking what Buddhisnto depend on themselves and the Law,
teaches. Were the priests of the day shara no one and nothing else. SGI Pres-
ing the real deal or just making up thinggdent lkeda has said that this is “the

By JEFF FARR
ASSOCIATE EDITOR

Now if you disobey the words of
a parent, one who is easy to
come by, and follow a friend of
the Lotus Sutra, one who can
rarely be encountered, you will
not only be able to attain
Buddhahood, but will also be
able to lead to enlightenment
the parent whom you disobeyed.
(“The Three Obstacles and
Four Devils,” The Major
Writings of Nichiren Daishonin
vol. 2 [2nd ed.], p. 246)

y father has become ill. His
kidneys, prostate and bladder

are not properly functioning, and
the doctor’s diagnosis is bleak.
When | recently went to Japan tg
see him, in a tiny, crowded apartt
ment in a housing project built in

the wake of the 1995 earthquake, he

was bedridden, old and skinny,
“He’s been rarely eating,” said my
sister.

My father has always opposed
my Buddhist practice — ever since
| joined the SGI at 3. | remember in
my childhood how my heart would
start beating tremulously during
gongyo when | heard him come
home. In 1989, when | told him tha
I had joined the SGI-USA staff and
would not return to Japan to take
over his business, he told me that||
was no longer part of his family.

This passage strikes a chord ip
my heart. Nichiren Daishonin wrote
this letter to lkegami Munenaga
whose father threatened to disown
him if he did not renounce his faith
in the Daishonin’s Buddhism. Here
the Daishonin encourages Mune-
nagato carry out his practice with “a
friend of the Lotus Sutra,” for it will
eventually lead both him and his fa-
ther to happiness.

During my short stay in Japan,
did whatever | could to support my
father — feeding him, talking with
him, rubbing his hands and feet and
bathing him. As | slept by his bed
the last night of my stay, he mut
tered, “I didn’t know | had such a
wonderful son.”

| appreciate all the SGI mem-
bers | know — my friends of the
Lotus Sutra. Only because they
practiced alongside me through
my difficult times have | become a
better son. W}

that sounded good? very heart of Shakyamuni’s lifelong
The greatest divergence Nikken hateachings.”
made from the Lotus Sutra and the Dai- Whenever | read one of Nikken’s
shonin’s letters is, as | mentioned lastpeeches or messages, like his New
time, his new teaching that he alon&ear’'s message in the Januddighiren
knows the way to enlightenment. TheShoshu Monthlyl get the impression
temple says that only through associatione’s the great pretender — pretending to
with Nikken can we become happy, ané&now the heart of Buddhism but know-
this clearly does not match the Buddhising little of it. When Nikken encourages
ichiren Daishonin lived at a teachings: Both the Lotus Sutra and théhe temple members to visit the new
time when the various Bud- Daishonin’s writings emphatically stateGrand Reception Hall, which opens this
dhist sects were vying for pop-that we attain enlightenment through oumonth, saying that it “should not be
ularity — for more believers, own efforts. viewed as a mere architectural accom-
for more influence with the government The U.S. temples have of late beeplishment,” that “it contains countless,
officials. There were many charismatiaising the following analogy of a tree tammeasurable significances as a sym-
priests around supposedly preaching thexplain Nikken’s stance: The Dai-Go-bolic representation of the refutation of
Law but who were mostly in religion tohonzon is the tree roots, Nikken is thall heretical beliefs and erroneous teach-
gain power. trunk, the Gohonzon enshrined at thangs,” he reminds me of one of those
How many of them had a philosophybranch temples are the branches, amullys outside a show tent at the county
that could save the nation? The Daishonithe Gohonzon at members’ homes arfair yelling at passersby to come inside,
knew that his was the best philosophy. Buhe leaves. So if we don’t follow promising he’s got the wonders of the
he also realized that it wouldn’t be enoughlikken, the temples say, our individualworld. | feel sorry for the tens of thou-
just to broadcast his belief to everyone andohonzon become like fallen, withersands of temple members hoping that
expect them to agree with him. He had tmg leaves, cut off from the trunk of benwhat’s inside Nikken’'s show tent will
educate people, he felt. He had to teadfit, Nikken. By contrast, the Daishoninlive up to his spiel, ploping their cash
them certain standards by which they couliéaches that “the Gohonzon is found imto his hands, not realizing they’re about
judge a correct religion from an incorrecfaith alone” The Major Writings of to be taken. Not realizing that there’s
one, agood religious leader from a corruptlichiren Daishoninvol. 1, p. 213). nothinginside.
one. He hoped that then people would re- The Daishonin also mentions in the
alize the greatness of his teachings. above quote to “follow the Law, not

As the Buddha taught in his will —
to follow the Law, not the person —
you should not trust those who do
not preach in accord with the sutras,
no matter how wonderful they may
appear. (Gosho Zenshup. 9)

Six in a series

Many Treasures, The Verifier — Part 1

ON TH E When the tower first appears in theShakyamunifor preaching the Lotus Sutra

Lotus Sutraitis closed, and Shakyamuni'and then offers Shakyamuni half of his
GOHONZON

followers are eager to see this Buddhseat inside the Treasure Tower. In this po-
whose voice they've heard. In the lettesition, the two Buddhas appear to be seated

STUDYING NICHIREN DAISHONIN'S
INSCRIPTIONS ON THE OBJECT OF WORSHIP

“On the Treasure Tower,” Nichiren Dai-high up and far away from Shakyamuni’s
shonin explains that the closed Treasufellowers. So they request that the Buddhas
Tower represents the theoretical teaching ase their powers to raise all to a level of
the Lotus Sutra — Shakyamuni's proclaequality. This is known as the Ceremony
mation that all people have the potential tm the Air, at which Shakyamuni asks an
become Buddhas. The open tower, the Damportant question: After his death, who
shonin says, represents the essential teawhll vow to protect and spread the Law?
hen Shakyamuni Buddha began ting that all people are Buddhas. That was the cue for the Bodhisattvas
preach the Lotus Sutra, he was set- Although Shakyamuni’s followers areof the Earth.
ting a new precedent. Forty years of teaclanxious to open the tower and see this Bud- In the “Dialogue on the Lotus Sutra”
ing were out the window. And a Buddhalha, Shakyamuni explains that, accordinyjo. 25, Soka Gakkai Study Department
named Many Treasures Thus Come Onie Many Treasures’ vow, first the manyice Chief Haruo Suda says that on a visit
appeared seated in the Treasure Tower Baddhas who are emanations of Shaky#e Eagle Peak, where the Buddha preached
his verifier: a signifier of enlightenmentmuni Buddha and are preaching the Lathe Lotus Sutra, someone wentlooking for
who simply said, “He’s right.” in the 10 directions must return and gather chasm from which the bodhisattvas
Who was this Buddha who appears sudh that same spot. These Buddhas, courgmerged. Suda comments, “But these are
denly, as if he knew exactly what was hagess in number, make their way to #ada  all dramas taking place in Shakyamuni's
pening?According to the Lotus Sutra, Manyorld. When this wonderful scene is setjfe; they are not to be interpreted liter-
Treasures had vowed, “If, after | have be'Shakyamuni Buddha with the fingers ofally.” And SGI President Ikeda responds,
come a Buddha and entered extinction, in thres right hand then opened the door of th&Vhile not historically factual, the events
lands in the ten directions there is any platcewer of seven treasures. A loud sound islescribed in the sutra do express truths
where the Lotus Sutra is preached, then nsyied from it,...and at once all the membegehout life and the nature of existence.”
funerary tower, in order that | may listen twf the assembly caught sight of Many Trea-
the sutra, will come forth and appear in thatures Thus Come One seated on a lion seat Three in a series
spot to testify to the sutra and praise its ex-" (The Lotus Sutrg. 175). (Many Treasures, part 2, will continue
cellence” The Lotus Sutrg. 171). Once again, Many Treasures praises this explanatioh

By TERRY ELLIS

CONTRIBUTING EDITOR
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IDEAS, FrROM PAGE 1 that academic back-|"
ground has nothing

tures, film, the telephone andto do with victory in Where Edison,s

telegraph, the typewriter, bat-life. = =
teries, electric railroads, cement Academic back- t I d
manufacturing, X-ray machineground has even less Inven Ions e
apparatus and microphones, alevanceintheworld | Thomas Edison is
well as components of powerof faith. Whether a | Wwell known as the inventor
supply systems, including sock-person has received of the phonograph and
ets, switches, fuses and metersany higher education imponan?cdnmbutions
has absolutely no re-| and what they led to:
The above list includes somdation to faith. All that
items that Edison did not inventmatters is whether
but is credited with having im- one has strong faith. S f
proved or made workable. Edison was al- 3 % e~ 5 : Edison with
most deaf. But he re- ) — . his phonograph
Edison’s inventions trans-garded himself as| » il in 1888
formed the world. Were it not fortunate in his af- =
for him, our lives today would fliction, once saying
be completely different. that because he did
President Toda put it well nothear most of what
when he said: “We are now seewas going on around
ing absolutely unprecedentechim, he could think
development in communicationwithout being dis-
and transportation systems. Théracted, and could al-

“ Genius is one perce
piration and 99

percent perspiration”
- — Thomas Ediso

arrival of such an age is a sigrways find a quiet - "_‘e "
that the widespread propagatiomplace to take a nap. ' [ Hiroshima
of the Daishonin’s Buddhism He was philosophi- . 1 atomic ‘
can now be accomplished.”cal aboutit. This was ‘ = homh'
Today it is possible to contacta sign of his strength. ! 5
and communicate with peopleHe was confident . '
immediately anywhere in yourand positive; there
country and, indeed, anywherevas nothing weak or
in the world. fainthearted about
Scientific advances, too, inhim. P ,
that they increasingly confirm  In his later years, | The ‘Edison effect’ Research hy i The modern laboratory
and support Buddhist_principlesPresid(_ent TOda often —11883: Edison observes that ‘perspiration’ _11876: Edison sets up world’s first
an_d perspectlves_of I_|fe and thetold his dlSClpIes_. if a wire is heated in a vacuum, i ) s i industrial laboratory at‘l]vlenlo
universe, are making it easier forBe courageous in | electrons flow through the Inductive thinking: Solving i Park, N.J., uses teams
people to accept and relate tdaith!” “No matter vacuum to another wire problems hands-on; trying : of researchers
Buddhism. They also create avhat other people | |1515. pall scientist H.D. repeaftgﬁirgéﬂﬁgng;egltjelgokmg i _11925: AT&T establishes Bell
need for a spiritual foundationmay say, advance| amold makes the first vacuum : i Laboratories, which becomes
that is compatible with the tech-boldly!” “Lead con- | tube for amplifying electric A e ey Ay b world leader
nological age we live in. fident lives!” “Make current — a useful application i o materialé as electric lamp _11945: Thousands of workers at
Thomas Edison was one ofcourage the Gakkai's of the Edison effect i filaments, finally finds one that i secret government laboratories at

) ¢ p q -A : ! Oak Ridge, Tenn., and Los Alamos,
the key players in creating areternal emblem!” ;‘1égellgé‘t‘%niagg\’liséég'g‘f"gl'lons i works — scorched cotton thread L NM. device an atomic weapon
environment that has been conThis was the spirit | yinds use vacuum tubes : :

. . SOURCE: Grolier Encyclopedia, World Book,
ducive to the global spread ofthat he commended| "y, = Py i T°day5|3“pet;°°g“pt”t$rs Solve & B ientand Trademark Office. The Peoples
the Daishonin’s Buddhism —toto us before he 1948: Transistor invented, i some problems by brute force, i Chronology; KRT photos, Radio

rapidly replaces vacuum tubes : rapidly trying billions of possibilities i Broadcast Pioneer Archives

the ushering in of the age ofpassed away.
kosen-rufu of which President Faithisthe source
Toda spoke. of true strength and courageand | take pride in what | haveothers and to humanity never make the damn thing work. You
Edison, incidentally, sharesWithout courage and confi- accomplished in this area. | angive up in their endeavors. In  may have heard people repeat
the same birthday as Presidendence, we cannot be said to havsure each of you shares this feekontrast, those who are moti- what | have said, “Genius is 1

Toda — Feb. 11. Born in 1847,genuine faith. ing as well, as a result of yourvated by vanity or by a shallow percent inspiration, 99 percent

he was exactly 53 years older own efforts. desire for fame or fortune are perspiration.”Yes, sir, it's mostly

than my mentor. As a matter ofMore Than What was the secret to Edi-easily disheartened. Unlike Edi-  hard work.

interest, George Washington,1,000 Inventions son’s success? He explained thaton, they cannot be called true

Abraham Lincoln and Thomas it was to never give up before haesearchers; nor, in the world of In faith, likewise, things

Edison — three of America’s Edison held a record-break-succeeded in what he was tryindaith, can they be called truedon’tjust happen automatically.

most venerated historical figuresng 1,093 patents for his inven-to do. Not giving up — that’s the Buddhists. Our prayers are answered only

— were all born in February. tions over his lifetime. (Some only way. Once you give up, you Edison observed that his fel-if they are accompanied by tena-
sources indicate that he heldire defeated. low researchers tended to abarcious and steadfast efforts.

Academic Background even more.) This is equally true in the don their efforts as soon as theithout 99 percent effort, there

Has Nothing I, meanwhile, hold the recordrealm of faith. Quitting is not encountered difficulties. As acan be no victory.

To Do With It for leading the greatest propagafaith. We have to keep chantingule, he said, a single success

tion campaign in our movement'suntil our prayers are answeredcould only be gained after 991 Work 18 Hours a Day’
Edison has been called thehistory, which resulted in a totalThat is the correct way of failed attempts. He declared:

Napoleon of invention. He wasof 11,111 households in the Kanjprayer. In response to queries about

agiantin his field, standing headsai area joining the Soka Gakkai Edison commented: “Most A lot of people think that | have the secret to his success, Edison

and shoulders above his conin a single month [May 1956]. fellows try afewthingsandthen done things because of somevould write:

temporaries. Yet his formal Granted, technological inno-quit. | never quit until | gitgic] “genius” that I've got. That too

schooling was next to nil. He at-vations are important. ButwhatI'mafter.” It's shortsighted  is not true. Any other bright- | work 18 hours daily — have

tended elementary school forspreading the Daishonin’s teachto throw in the towel the mo-  minded fellow can accomplish  been doing this for 45 years. This

only three months — a fact thating is an achievement of a muchment you encounter the slightest  just as much if he will stick like is double the usual amount men

is significant in light of his later higher order, one that brings peoebstacle or block. People who hell and remember that nothing  do. This makes me 90 years old.

achievements. Edison tri-ple happiness and illuminatesare motivated by the spirit to that's any good works by itself,

umphantly showed the worldtheir lives. It is a noble activity, contribute to the well-being of just to please you; you got to PLEASE SEE IDEAS, NEXT PAGE




9
WOoRLD TRIBUNE * MARCH 27, 1998

ARCHIVE PHOTOS

all he did was receive impres-
sions from the supreme intelli-

Add 20 years for youth and yougence that was the universe it -

have 110 years as my age. | anself and then record them in hig

still working 18 hours and expectown way. He viewed the uni-
to keep it up for 20 years more.verse as a living entity. This

This makes me 150 years old. outlook has much in common

with Buddhism.

In other words, he attributed Edison was not a materialist.
his success to the fact that h@he last research project he un i
worked harder. Not until he dertook, in fact, involved an at- 4
reached age 75 did he reduce thiempt to build a device to com- 1
number of hours he put in eachmunicate with the dead. And h¢
day — from 18 hours to 16.  applied himself to this project

President Toda said: “Thewith his trademark earnestnes
defining qualities of youth are and rigor.
passion and a contemplative Edison also asserted that th
mind. As long as we possesgechnological age would neces
these, we will never grow old.” sitate a spiritual evolution in hu-
Throughout his life, Edison ad-mankind. Spiritual evolution —
vanced with passion and vigor4n other words, human revolu-
ously exercised his mind. Hetion — is essential for humanity
kept striving for a better life, for today.
better results, for a better soci-
ety. Let us, too, advance in thisAmerica Grows
mannetr. Stronger With Each

| suspect that the second se€risis It Faces
cretto Edison’s success was that
he was not inclined to brood or Edison gave his last public
fret. Things that were pointlessspeech in 1931, when he was 84
to worry about he put out of hisThe United States was still in
mind. the grips of the Great Depres

When Edison was 67, hission. Edison urged people tg
laboratory and factory com-have courage — for, as he ha
plex were completely guttedfound through his own life, hav- [;
by a fire. In the aftermath, heing courage was the key to all*
told areporter, “Although | am things. He said:
67 years old, | will start all
over again tomorrow.” He also
said: “We’ll build up bigger
and better than ever. Why
should | be downhearted?”
What a positive and undefeat-
able attitude!

Standing outside the still-
burning buildings, he called his
family together and urged them
to enjoy the spectacle, since it
was rare to see such a large
conflagration. His confidence Such courage is admired anc
that they could rebuild and con-valued in American society. Itis others.
tinue their work was unassail-the basis for prosperity.

IDEAS, FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

My message to you is to be
courageous. | have lived a long’®
time. I have seen history repeaj’
itself again and again. | have
seen many depressions in busi
ness. Always America has|
come out stronger and morg
prosperous. Be as brave as yoy:
fathers before you. Have faith.
Go forward.

‘Edison urged peoble to have courage — for, ashe had foﬁnd through his own life, having courage was the key to all things.

Understand What We
Building a house or gaining Think We Know?

averting their gaze from life’'s
inner realm. This is a fundamen-

able. That was how positive he Such courage also exists irstatus in society is all very well
was. Rather than being disthe SGI. For that reason, weand good. But these kinds of

tal flaw of modern civilization.

Edison firmly believed in the  Edison worked to invent

couraged over what had beemave overcome storms of adachievements are of a materiainfinite power inherent in life. things that were of practical
lost, he simply resolved toversity and realized indis- nature only, representing someAnd he argued that people didn’benefit to humanity. He was

make the new facility even bet-putable victory.

tangible, readily discernible understand even a “ten-millionthclear about his purpose. He was-

ter than the one before. He pos- In the final analysis, thosephenomena. They are essemsf one percent” of what they n’'t simply interested in personal

sessed firm conviction and un-who abandoned their faith andially shallow.
flagging optimism. betrayed the SGI were cow- There is something much
Since we uphold the Mystic ardly; they lacked courage.

Law, we have no cause to fret Without courage, we cannotthings; it is the law that movessatellite, remarked:
and worry over others’ trivial be compassionate. Courage anadnd governs the universe and is

criticism. Being preoccupied by compassion are inseparable, likéhe source of all life. This is the

such things is a form of com-the two sides of a coin. And faithMystic Law.

plaining. And complaining is is the wellspring from which ~ We of the SGI embrace and

what cowardly people do. Indi- courage springs. live in accord with that univer-

viduals who possess true con- The Daishonin says, “Nichi- sal Law. Our lives possess the

viction and a genuine philoso-ren’s disciples cannot accom-most profound dimension.

phy are resolute and radiantlyplish anything if they are cow- Japan is today mired in a

optimistic. ardly” (The Major Writings of severe economic recession,
While Edison was full of Nichiren Daishoninvol. 1, p. but with courage we can

confidence, he was not arro-128). A cowardly person cannotbreak through it. In our ef-

gant. A person of true great-realize victory in life. Unless forts for kosen-rufu, too, let

ness is certainly not haughty omwe have the courage to reallyus advance with the spirit of

high-handed. Rather thandedicate our lives to kosen-“Courage First.”

claiming credit for his inven- rufu, we cannot construct true

tions, Edison said he felt thathappiness for ourselves ando We Really

thought they knew.

nomena of the external world,
including outer space, while

acclaim or riches. And he pur-
President Toda, commentingsued his endeavors with a never-

more profound that underlies allon the launching of the first give-up spirit.

We, likewise, are living
with conviction, determined
Seen against the vastness of thaever to give up in our efforts
universe, itis a minuscule eventto help even a single person
People are always directing theiroecome happy. We are work-
gaze outward, and they forgettoing for the noblest of all
investigate the inner realm. Ourcauses, kosen-rufu. With the
lives, which are entities of the electric light, Edison lit up the
principle of a life-moment pos- world. Today, we are illumi-
sessing 3,000 realms, are untoldhating the hearts of hu-
billions of times more profound. mankind with the brilliant
That is what we need to maketeaching of hope that is the
our focus. Daishonin’s Buddhism.

People tend to pursue phe-
(To be continued)
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EssAy

SGI PrRESIDENT |KEDA’s EssAy

THE MAGNIFICENT

CEREMONY ON
MARrRCH 16

I have fulfilled my vow to my
mentor.

I have fulfilled my vow to my
fellow members.

| have fulfilled all the
objectives | pledged to
achieve.

n that day, when we
gathered at the foot of
Mount Fuji, we en-
tered a new stage in
the progress of kosen-rufu.

It was a cold day. The grand
peak of Fuji looked down on us
from above, serenely witness-
ing the event.

The ceremony on March 16
was exhilarating. Mr. Toda an-

nounced that he was passing th!N this essay series, SGI President Ikeda uses his pen name Ho Goku — as he doggqis
The New Human Revolution— to write the story-behind-the-story. This series is
published as “Thoughts oThe New Human Revolutiori in the Seikyo Shimbun,
the Soka Gakkai's daily newspaper.

baton of kosen-rufu to the youth
division. The hearts of his young
disciples burned with enthusi-
asm. Their proud sense of mis
sion leapt up like dancing flames
On that day in 1958, some
6,000 young disciples gathereq
with their mentor, Josei Toda,
whose life was quietly ebbing
away. Everyone celebrated thaj
landmark day with joy and excite
ment. Brave young men an
women dedicated to kosen-rufuse
had assembled from all over§
Japan. They shook hands, patte}
each other on the shoulder, anf]
talked and laughed together. It wa
a joyful vision of future triumph.
Four decades of indestruc
tible achievement have passe
since that day.

[]

Many events and activities|}
were held at the head templg i+
throughout March 1958, repre-
senting a culmination of Mr. | §4
Toda’s life and efforts. Mr. Toda k<54 / %
arrived at the head temple at th¢Finally, moved byhls disciples’ smcerlty, [President Toda] agreed to ride in the litter, and from there he led the gathering
end of February. His health waswith dignity. The young men who bore it shone with happiness, and golden sweat glittered on their foreheads.
dire, and a doctor had to be or
constant call. But the voice of My mentor overcame thathead of the march for kosen-rufutook on full responsibility for
our leader in kosen-rufu re-bout ofillness, and three monthglirecting its advance. carrying it out successfully.
mained as strong and as sharp dater, on Feb. 11, 1958, his 58th Nichiren Daishonin writes: D

was to attend the March 16 cere-
mony and tour the head temple.
At the time, there was still some

integrity among the priests of

Nichiren Shoshu; today, all is

corruption.

The government leader and
Mr. Toda were friends. But on
the morning of the ceremony
he called to say he could not at-
tend after all. Other parties had
intervened and caused trouble.
Mr. Toda was enraged. Over the
phone he shouted, “Are you
going to break your promise to
all of these young people?!”
When he hung up, he said
softly, as if to himself: “Politi-
cians! They always compro-
. Now this one has let me
down. That is the nature of
Japanese politicians.”

The world is a harsh place,
buffeted by praise and blame,
but far too many allow them-
selves to be tossed this way and
that by the fickle winds of pub-
lic opinion and act only out of
self-interest. They have no in-
tegrity, no greater purpose. And
how conspicuous are the ones
who utterly lack any thought of
serving their fellow human be-
ings! Mr. Toda clearly saw just
what Japanese politicians were
made of — backbiting, refusing
to recognize merit and ability in
others, thinking only they have
the answer, locked away in their
narrow island-nation mentality,
ignorant of what's going on in
the larger world and drunk on
their own petty privileges and
self-satisfaction. He knew how
unimportant politicians really
were, and he took the cancella-
tion in stride.

“No matter who attends or
doesn’t, we're going to hold this
ceremony for our young peo-
ple!” he said. He knew, in his
heart of hearts, that as long as the
young people who would faith-
fully inherit his legacy were
there, that was all that mattered.

[

ever: “Daisaku, do not leave mybirthday, he threw a party to cel-“Life is limited, and we must
side. Do you understand? Stagbrate his return to good healthnot begrudge it. What we
with me at all times.” | recall It was a miraculous recovery;should aspire to, after all, is the Mr. Toda grew weaker day by
how he used to say, “Whete the doctors were amazed. It waBuddha land”The Major Writ- day. He fought desperately Even before the date for the
am, that's where our Headquarproof of the power of the Mys-ings of Nichiren Daishonin againstthe hindrance of death soeremony had been set, Mr.
ters is.” From the early dawntic Law. But his life was coming vol. 5, p. 132). that he could live to March 16 Toda thought of ways to en-
hours until late into the night, heto its end. He was approaching March 16 was a ceremony toand entrust the future of kosencourage the youth. He had
was constantly asking for me. death. The only ones who kneweternally honor and pay tributerufu to me and to the youth divi- plenty of hot pork soup prepared
Once he called for me at 3:00this were Mr. Toda and me, histo the selfless spirit of Mr. Toda, sion members at that ceremonyfor the young members who
a.m. When | came rushing to hisclosest disciple. who had lived in complete ac-1 stayed with him constantly, would arrive at the head temple
side, he said, “Daisaku, you are cord with these words of theserving his needs. first thing in the morning, hun-
as swift as a peregrine falcon.” D Daishonin, and to pass that Timeandagainhe calledmetgry and cold. Three hogs were
Sometimes after he called me in legacy on to the next generahis side to speak to me about hisutchered for the soup, and Mr.
those pre-dawn hours, | would On March 1, Mr. Toda said totion. At the same time, it was aimportant plans for the future of Toda gave instructions to keep
spend the entire day doing higne: “The rest will be up to you, private ceremony between juskosen-rufu. His every word wastheir hides. After he died, | had
urgent bidding, without a mo- Daisaku. I'm countingonyou.”A the two of us — a ceremony ofhis last will and testament to methe hides tanned and made into

ment's sleep. | was determinedew days later, he made a suggeshe oneness of mentor and disEverything he said was a prefac@en cases, which | presented to
to do all | could to support my tion: “Let's conduct a ceremonyciple — in which Mr. Toda to the great ceremony of entrust107 youth division representatives.

mentor. When Mr. Toda col- that will serve as a trial run — atransferred the seal of succesment that was approaching.
lapsed the previous Novemberdress rehearsal —for kosen-rufusion, the mission to achieve

he also called out for me con-in preparation for the future.” Mr. kosen-rufu, to me. D
tinuously: “Where’s Daisaku? Toda knew that he would never Profoundly aware of the deep
Where’s Daisaku?” rise again, never again stand atthgignificance of this occasion, |

| wanted to be certain they would
not forget their mentor’s spirit, and

that they would study hard and

A Japanese government leaderpLease See CEREMONY, NEXT PAGE
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CEREMONY, FROM PREVIOUS PAGE band play for them. Eventually,this one evil that is the source ohuman rights, the king of peacefuture, look at the causes that
itwas time for the band membersll the troubles” (MW-2 [2nd  Forty years have tested us seexist in the present” (MW-2
keep up the struggle for kosen-rufuo leave, too. They came to sayd.], 20). He is telling us that if verely. Those who would stop[2nd ed.], 172). A powerful de-
for the rest of their lives. their good-byes to me, and lwe care for people’s happinespracticing Buddhism have termination and our actions in
made arequest of the band leadesind security and for a society instopped and have sunk in théhe present moment determine
D “I'mterribly sorry, but could you which peace prevails, we musswamp of remorse. And thosethe future. March 16 is the eter-
play one more song? Mr. Toda iscut out at its very root the evilwho betrayed their faith and fel-nal starting point of true cause,
“I will lead the gathering,” on the second floor. I'd like you that poisons the world. low believers cannot avoid suf-when all disciples stand up to be
Mr. Toda declared. But by thisto play one farewell song.” fering serious consequences focounted. For me, each day is a
time he was extremely weakand The band members gladly D their offenses, as the Daishonirday of fresh commitment, each
walking was very difficult for opened their instrument cases indicates when he says, “Peoplelay is March 16.
him. | instructed several trust-and played with all their hearts. On April 2, 1958, 17 days who despised the votaries of the
worthy men to make a litter to The song was “A Star Falls in theafter the ceremony on March 16 otus Sutra seemed to be free D
carry Mr. Toda. When he saw it, Autumn Wind on the Wu-chang Mr. Toda’s noble life came to anfrom punishment at first, but
he shouted: “It's too big! It's not Plain,” a song with so manyend. March 16 had been aventuallythey were alldoomed Today, the rising sun tints the
practical!” To the very last, he memories for us all. [Lyrics by farewell ceremony, the passingo fall” (MW-1, 241). great mountain range of the 21st
poured every last drop of histhe Japanese poet Bansui Daif the baton. The comrades who havecentury. Following the model of
being into instructing me. | wept (1871-1952). A song about the It was said by some that afterstruggled by my side over theMarch 16, | have passed the
in gratitude in my heart. death of the great Chinese minhis death the Soka Gakkai would/ears are all living wonderful baton of the Soka Gakkai spirit
Finally, moved by his disci- ister Chuko K'ung-ming, the “disintegrate in midair.” But | lives of triumph and good for- completely to the youth. Soon,
ples’ sincerity, he agreed to ridehero of the epic sagRomance was determined to make certairiune. | will always honor theseyes, soon, their time for glory

in the litter, and from there he ledof the Three Kingdonis his words, his hopes and dreamsyoble friends, through all time. will be here.

the gathering with dignity. The came true. | grasped that spiri- Disciples are those who carry March is the time when trees

young men who bore it shone The autumn wind, with tual baton of the unity of men-out the mentor’s teachings. Dis-and shrubs begin to parade their

with happiness, and goldensweat ~ deepening sorrow, tor and disciple and | ran with it. ciples are those who fulfill their fresh greenery and their lovely

glittered on their foreheads. | Blows from Mount Chi, | ran and ran. vows. | have done these thingshew blossoms. Youth, whom |

record their names here: Gloomy clouds gather over  Forty years have passed sincand that is my greatest pride. will always love and trust, the
Yoshizo Abe, Naondo Izaki, the battleground then. In that time, the Soka Nichiren Daishonin writes, 21st century is yours. Your time

Takeji Ishii, Yoshiaki Endo,  Of Wu-chang Plain. Gakkai has soared to become théf you want to understand whathas come. It has, inexorably,

Takaaki Okayasu, Shin'inchiro oo king of thought, the king of results will be manifested in thebegun. i

Ogawa, Akira Kuroyanagi, Saburo  Should the great tree crash

Guniji, Akira Kobayashi, Hiroshi to the ground,

Kobayashi, Shin‘ichi Kondo, ~ What, then, will be the fate | Q1 Q High Note

Kazuo Sawada, Yoshio Shintani, of the Han dynasty?

Shosuke Takahashi, Naoma Taka- The regent lies gravely ill.
hashi, Soichi Tateoka, Yasuo

Tsuboi, Kazuyuki Nishikata, Repeating the lyrics in my
Hideyo Hachiya, Yoshihiko mind, | cried out with my heart.

Yabunaka, Ichiro Watanabe. “Sensei, please listen. The youtl
division, your disciples, are strong
D and spirited. Do not worry!”

At the proud ceremony, Mr. D
Toda declared: “The Soka
Gakkai is the king of the reli- Just a few days after the cer
gious world.” This impassioned emony, Mr. Toda, who had a
cry, this lion’s roar, is engravedstrong premonition of the cor-
forever in my being. At that mo- ruption of the priesthood, said tg
ment, | vowed in my heart to seeme gravely: “You must never let
to it that the Soka Gakkai wouldup in your struggle against evil.”
indeed be king. “King of the re- Mr. Toda clearly knew that the
ligious world” means king of the priesthood would degenerate
realms of thought and philoso-His words to me were a warning
phy. The Chinese character foand an order.
king is written with three hori-  The magnificent Grand Lec-
zontal strokes, one above theure Hall and all the other facil-
other, intersected by one verticalties that Mr. Toda had devoted
stroke. Here are the “three” ofenormous energy to building at
the third month, March, and thethe head temple could only be
“one” of 16. Where is the six? It come centers of Buddhist prac
is represented by the 6,00Cice if they were used by the
young men and women assemyoung people of the Soka
bled for the ceremony, and theGakkai, the inheritors of the
fellow members — Bodhisattvassolemn spirit of Nichiren Dai-
of the Earth — as numerous ashonin. If they were instead ap
the sands of 60,000 Gangegpropriated by corrupt and de-
rivers who would follow in their generate priests of the kind thq
wake. For us, the great ceremonfpaishonin described as “ani-
on March 16 showed clear proofmals dressed in priestly robes’
that “the assembly at Eagle PeakMW-3, 215), they could only
has not yet dispersedGpsho become a breeding ground fo

Zenshup. 757). evil plots and schemes tha| The Grammy-award-laden duo of Herbie Hancock and Wayne Shorter top off the Global Family Festival
would wreak destruction on| onMarch 14 with a soaring performance of their composition ‘Aung San Suu Kyi,’ written in honor of the
D both Buddhism and society. Myanmarese dissident and winner of the 1991 Nobel Peace Prize. Earlier in the evening, Mssrs. Hancock

That is why the Daishonin| and Shorter, both SGI-USA members, were each presented with the Victor Hugo Award in recognition of

After the ceremony, | saw thewarned, “Rather than offer up| their efforts within and on behalf of the Soka Gakkai. The awards were conferred by SGI President Ikeda
members off. As they waited for10,000 prayers for remedy, it| and presented by SGI General Director Eiichi Wada.

their buses home, | had our braswould be better simply to outlaw
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Giving Back to Others
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Jerry Brow (center) launched himself into a life devoted to caring for others — establishing a charitable organization and going back to school to become a doctor.

Horrified by the destitution he saw in Venezuela, Jerry Brow was determined to make a difference —
‘to turn my fortunate life around and give back to others.’ And he continues to do just that.

By JAMIE CUTLER At first he bought equipment for Mr. Garcia out opassed. These include materials such as latex
FORT MYERS, FLA., CORRESPONDENT his own pocket — $60,000 worth. Then four yeargloves, antiseptics and antibiotics. Similar items

ago, he created a charitable organization, Humaaiso come from home health agencies, which are
hen Jerry Brow first went to Venezuelatarian Medical Relief. For him it's now a full-time job,required to throw out unused products after a pa-
the country was a stop for him in theand he’s back in college as a pre-med student. Besitest dies.
lucrative, worldwide marketing of Venezuela, the HMR has helped people in Haiti, Hon- In 1995, with the help of Dr. Garcia, Mr. Brow
stuffed animals from Disney Worldduras, the People’s Republic of China, Guyana, thegan raising funds for a new hospital in Santa Cruz,
and Busch Gardens. That's also when he met Edvidominican Republic and the city of St. Petersburyenezuela. With the help of volunteers, HMR is
Garcia, a young doctor two years out of medic&ussia. building it from the ground up. So far, about $1.7
school, who was running a small emergency med- Mr. Brow enlisted the help of Wal-Mart nation-million worth of donated equipment and supplies
ical clinic with practically no equipment or supplieswide to pick up equipment that's donated by medhave gone to the hospital, which is operating al-
Seeing the compassion of this man — who wésal establishments. In the United States, this equifirough only 65 percent complete. During the Christ-
only one year younger than he — was the catalyst foent may not be the latest model MRI omas holidays, Mr. Brow took a team of volunteer

a change in the direction of Mr. Brow’s life. defibrillator, so it's been retired. But it still worksmedical workers there. In seven days, they treated
“Iwas horrified by the conditions and thought to my— and in a developing country this could mean sa¥;000 patients and inoculated 540 children against
self, ‘What am | doing selling stuffed animals to pedng a person’s life. a variety of diseases such as mumps, rubella and

ple who can't even afford to have their teeth taken careRight now, Mr. Brow has some $3 million worthpolio.

of?" he said. “These people have gone their whole live§ equipment stored in a warehouse in Fort Myers, “It's amazing,” he says, “how many lives we've al-
without a toothbrush. They showed me how they toéka., where he lives. From there, it will be crated andady saved.” Wl
twigs to try and clean their teeth.... He made me wagent out. He's raising money to get that accomplished.

up and see what true poverty is and how fortunate weMr. Brow also focuses on collecting unuself you're interested in contributing to this section,
are here in the United States. | was determined to tunedical supplies, which are thrown out in thplease call us at (310) 451-8811 or e-mail us at
my fortunate life around and give back to others.” United States because the expiration date hSokaNews@aol.com

KON > <Rl <> The Boys and Girls Group’s ‘Friends for Peace’
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Sara Curley (left) doing Byakuren activities at the San Francisco Culture Center

with her good friend Jun Munakata.

the Buddhist View

of Good Friends

By SARA CURLEY
Carmichael, Calif.

The best way to attain Buddha-
hood is to encounter a...good
friend.... But encountering a
good friend is the hardest possi-
ble thing to do. (“Three Tripita-
ka Masters Pray for Rain,”
The Major Writings of Nichiren
Daishonin, vol. 6, p. 109)

In this letter, Nichiren Dai-
shonin stresses the impor-
tance of good friends in our
development. One could
say that the purpose of the
SGI organization is to pro-
vide us with good friends
— friends who will encour-
age our growth. All of us in
the SGI have some friends,
then. But shouldn’t we also
consider our friends at
school or in our community
as important to our search
for Buddahood? It may be
easy to find friends there,

but finding truly good
friends, who will help us to-
ward Buddhahood, can be,
as the Daishonin says, the
hardest thing to do. The
challenge is always to find a
friend — in the organization
or not — who can be instru-
mental to our growth, some-
one who can understand
and be more than just a per-
son to hang out with.

People seek friends for
many reasons. And many
naturally seek out compan-
ions to avoid loneliness.

In SGI President Tkeda’s
novel The Human Revolution,
volume 1, President Toda,
t00, longs for a good friend
who will understand his true
feelings.

Finally, Toda realizes that
“the sharp loneliness that
had troubled him so often
lately stemmed from a vague
hunger for companionship.
Was he really so weak-

willed? The lion leans on no
one, he told himself.”

If we seek out friends
when we are in a state of
hunger, we will attract
friends just as desperate as
ourselves. Any relationship
that a person may have re-
flects that person’s state of
life.

So how we find a true
friend (and leaders, too, can

be our friends) is only by de-

veloping ourselves and
standing alone. To have the
stand-alone spirit may seem
to contradict the idea of
finding friends. But, in reali-
ty, a person who stands
alone, developing confidence
and a strong life-condition,
will naturally attract the best
possible friends. Of course,
this does not mean that a
person should keep to him-
or herself until a perfect
companion appears. Rather,
it means that relationships
depend on our efforts for
self-improvement.

“If he were indeed the lion,
thought Toda, he would nev-
er lack followers,” President
Ikeda continues. “Comrades
would seek him out on their
own and follow him gladly.”
Only after Toda reaches this
conviction does he encounter
his true disciple and closest
friend, Daisaku lkeda.

Whether we are hoping to
make friends with a leader or
searching for a good friend at
school, let’s advance with the
awareness that our relation-
ships depend on us — on
our life-condition and our
chanting. Then we can be
true friends to our friends.

How about contributing to
this new series? Send us an
article about how you explain
a Buddhist idea to other teens
and a picture of yourself! (See
our address, p. 2.)

One in a series

By MELANIE REISER
Farmington, Michigan

he young women of the
I Michigan high school
division had a sleep-
over on Jan. 3-4 to kick off
the new year. Some members
drove up to an hour to spend
the night at my house. We
played games, made pizzas,
watched the movie 187 and
talked, some of us till the
wee hours of the morning.
We found that while playing
Pictionary, we broke down
language and cultural barri-
ers. We even helped one
friend from Japan increase
her vocabulary!
This year the number of
high school girls who partici-
pated doubled from last year.

In addition, several of the
student division and young
women’s division members
also came out to support.

In the morning one of the
young women'’s division
members prepared a break-
fast of bacon and eggs, and
the sleep-over ended with
morning gongyo.

We’re planning another
sleep-over this month, which
will also be a farewell party
for one of the high school
girls who’s moving back to
Japan.

With the future of Michigan
kosen-rufu in our hands, we
feel we definitely have a

bright future! Y

Photo by BRIAN BAKER

Young women in the Michigan high school division start the year off with a sleep-
over. Student division and young women’s division members support the activity.
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Their hearts aflame
with a sense of justice,
youth should never fail
to seize the moment, to
stand up....

— SGI President lkeda,
Aug. 17, 1997.

~ eize the Day,” the
SGI-USA youth divi-

<7 sion pullout, is pub-
lished as a service for
World Tribune readers, ap-
pearing in the third issue
of the World Tribune each
month. To subscribe to the
World Tribune, please call
us at (800) 835-14558 or
e-mail us at SGI
Subs@aol.com.

The SGI-USA (Soka Gakkai
International-USA) has a
strong commitment to
youth — hence the SGI-USA
youth division. This divi-
sion supports young peo-
ple in practicing Nichiren
Daishonin’s Buddhism, in
developing their lives and
in contributing to society.
Within the division are
concentrated groups like
the junior high and high
school divisions, the
student division (college
students), musical per-
forming groups, the
young men’s and women’s
divisions and service
groups. To find out about
youth activities in your
area, please contact the
SGI-USA community center
nearest you or call our na-
tional headquarters at
(310) 451-8811.

We want to know what
you think of “Seize the
Day” and need your
ideas. Send your letters
to the World Tribune,

525 Wilshire Blvd.,

Santa Monica CA, 9040I.
By fax to (310) 260-8910.
or by e-mail to
SokaNews@aol.com.

Special thanks for this is-
sue to Ed Feasel (youth di-
vision leader), Ellen Brown
(design € layout), and
Amir Kaspian and Bobbie
Stemple (communicators). ¥’
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dreams but are united
in a vision of the future
that has opportunity

and creative value for
everyone,” said Eunicg
Gill of Coppin State

College in Baltimore.

By KATYSHA WARE and
WILL KALLANDER

and supportive. Just a few

words describing the
Washington, D.C. Region stu-
dent division
kickoff, held
Feb. 15 at the
D.C. Communi:
ty Center. Seven:
ty-eight youth
studying at the
region’s many
colleges and uni-
versities came to
gether to
celebrate the for- ‘
mation of the ne
division.

Students and their guests

brought with them their di-
verse backgrounds, interests,
and professional goals, all
hoping to connect with other
students to share encouraging
stories and provide one anoth-
er support for their challeng-
ing student lifestyle. “It was
obvious today that SGI stu-
dents represent diverse tal-
ents, backgrounds, goals and

Inspirational, encouraging
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in D.C.
The day be-
gan with breakfast hosted by
the women’s division — but
this was no ordinary break-
fast. It was the type a parent
would make for a hung-
over—looking college student
returning home after a long
duration.

The master of ceremonies,
Judie Macalino, introduced
the theme of the meeting as
“Cultivating the Minds of a

cight college students attend d Ricko

Seventy-

New Era and Trailblazing Into
the Future.” She then intro-
duced the Washington, D.C.
Region student division lead-
ers, Kelli Clayton, Chelsea
Honderich and Will Kallander.
Participants were encour-
aged to follow their dreams in
an experience by Connie
Huntsman, a law student at
American University. They
were also treated to a guitar
solo by Tara Kabir from the
University of Virginia in Char-

lottesville. And
Ml everyone per-
Al formed the
song
“Friends” to-
gether.

Perhaps the
highlight of
the meeting
was the
group ses-
sions. Those in attendance
were divided into seven
groups based on their acade-
mic and professional interests.
The group Pressed Shirts con-
tained members interested in
joining the corporate business
world. Those that were inter-
ested in the arts gathered in
the Showtunes group. The
Hackers were comprised of
those in the world of comput-
ers and engineering.

There were also the Mad Sci-

entists, which included mem-
bers involved in the health
and physical sciences. Legal
Eagles were those interested
in law, international relations
and political science. Those
inclined toward the humani-
ties collected in the Scribes
group. And of course there
were the Kindergarten Kops
— those pursuing education
as a career. In these sessions,
students could interact with
others experiencing similar sit-
uations and obstacles.

“I think this was'a
great beginning,” says Tioni
Westly, a part-time graduate
student at Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity. Region women’s divi-
sion leader Jean Rosenberg
expressed her hopes for the fu-
ture of the Washington, D.C.
Region student division as well.

The support of all of the di-
visions was incredible —
right down to the men’s and
women’s divisions taking over
Gajokai and Byakuren duties
so that student division
members could participate in
this historic meeting. Said
one women’s division mem-
ber: “We’re making the caus-
es now so that our children
can benefit. It truly feels like
a family.” Exclaimed Chris
Bryant of Hampton Universi-
ty: “This is like a homecom-

ing for me!” 4

TEMPLE TRENDS

WHAT COMES AFTER RE-EXRCOMMUDNICATION?

By JEFF FARR  SGI-USA Student Division Leader
approach SGI-USA members now that the re-excommunica-
tion of us is complete. The answer seems to be: the same
way as before. The temple has, since January, been contacting
SGI-USA members per the usual, still trying to get them into the
temple. Only now the temple is calling this “outreach program”
shakubuku as opposed to re-shakubuku.

But what does that mean? The priests’ logic is that because
SGI-USA members were, in their eyes, still their believers until
last Dec. 31, they were trying to re-shakubuku us into the fold
until then. And since we have refused to join them by the dead-
line and lost our believer status, they now are to shakubuku us as

In my January column, I wondered how the temple would

they would believers of any other religion. Make sense? If it
doesn’t, don’t worry: This is just word play. Re-shakubuku or
shakubuku, the terms are merely justifications for their continued
pursuit of SGI-USA members — despite having excommunicated
us twice. Excommunication is supposed to be serious. It means
that your religion wants nothing to do with you — your religious
leaders have given up on you and taken this extreme measure.
But the temple’s re-excommunication was something different.
“Today you're excommunicated again! Tomorrow we’ll be back at
your door to shakubuku you!” the temple seems to say. This con-
tinued annoyance is evidence that the re-excommunication was

not serious — it was just a ploy to scare us into the temple. ¥
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member them as wonder-
ful experiences —
they are etched in

t one point in 1997,
AI thought to my-
self how

proud a}.lnd hla;ppy I my r}lllaind forever
was to have been I have seen
in the Fife and drastic changes
Drum Corps for in the Fife and
15 years! Yes, more Drum Corps lo-
than half of my life cally and nation-
has been spent in the wide, some good
Fife and Drum d t,
Corps. I thou: ght Emy Mukumoto adil i Oz(;ll‘::u?(t)h e
h E derful it SGI-USA Fife and Drum Corps Leader . 1
ow wonderful i ast severa
would be to graduate after 15  years. One of the reasons I am
years. But this isn’t to be, asI  not graduating from the Fife

embark upon my 16th year,
continuing to fulfill my mis-
sion in this group.

Because I have been in the
Fife and Drum Corps so long, I
have many experiences of con-
ventions, general meetings and,
of course, the restructuring af-
ter 1990. I recall the strenuous
and long practices we had pre-
1990;"but I must say that as
painful as they could be, 1 re-

and Drum Corps yet is because
I feel I have not given enough
of myself to the group.

For the last five years, I at-
tended California State Univer-
sity at Long Beach, working
full time at the same time. I fi-
nally graduated last year with
my bachelor’s! Now that I
have completed my under-
graduate studies, I'm taking a
break from my education to

=T SUMMER?

he youth division invites you to attend one

of our conferences next summer at the Flori-

da Nature and Culture Center. Refresh your
faith over a long weekend at the beautiful FNCC
campus in the Everglades.

Last summer, 685 youth from across the coun-
try attended four conferences. And this year
there’ll be six conferences to choose from.

The land package price for each conference is
$375 (airfare not included). This covers your
sleeping accommodations for three nights (with
assigned roommate); all meals from Thursday din-
ner through Sunday lunch; ground transportation
to and from the Fort Lauderdale and Miami Inter-
national airports (within a specified time frame);

bus tour

(admission ] ULY 9—I2

fees not in- Young men’s'division

cluded);

and confer- ]ULY |6_|9

ence in- Young women’s division

structional ]ULY 23—26

and st.udy Junior high and high school divisions

materials.

Payment AUG. 6_9

must be Student division

made two —_

made v A;UG. 13716

or to the outh music groups

conference | NOV. 19—22

start date. Youth support groups
Because

participation requirements vary from conference to
conference, it’s important to contact your appropri-
ate region leaders as soon as possible to find out
more. See you in Florida!

WHAT ARE YOU DOING =

concentrate on helping the
members locally and across
the nation. It is my sincere
dream for all the Fife and
Drum Corps members to feel
they are working side by side
with SGI President Ikeda and
become beautiful Angels of
Peace, as he calls us.

any of you probably
Mdon’t know me be-
cause, although 'm

from Fayetteville, N.C.,
I've been in Japan for
the past six years.
After graduating
from the Univer-
sity of North Car-
olina, I went to
Japan to study at
Soka University. I
graduated from
Soka in March 1997
with a master’s in
sociology. Now I
am back in the United States,
living in Los Angeles.

[[Ilm an Tom [rusts

Thoughts
on a
Religious
Revolution

By LISA JONES
Los Angeles

candal, corruption, cov-
Ser—ups. Sometimes when

I read the news or watch
television, I feel lied to, alien-
ated, sold short and roundly
dissed by the institutions and
powers that be.

So where, if anywhere, can I
place my trust? In a scene
from The Human Revolution,
volume 2, a bitter young sol-
dier attends one of Josei
Toda’s discussion meetings.
The soldier, stung with rage
at having been brainwashed
by militaristic propaganda,
shouts at Toda: “Don’t try
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g'.'l.j'e and Dfrasse and Muidic Corps Lecadens

One of the reasons I went to
Japan was to seek out SGI
President Ikeda and gain a
deeper understanding of the
mentor— disciple relationship.
Thanks to my friends in
Japan, the United States and
throughout the world — as
well as the wonderful, fortu-
nate struggles I experienced
while studying over there — I
learned that it is up to the dis-

ciples to roar, to take action
with the same heart and
spirit as the mentor.
The Music Corps
was the first youth
group established
by President Ike-
da. My 10 years
of experience with
fellow Music Corps
members were in-
valuable in bringing
me to where I am
il t0oday. And now, to-
gether with all of you, I am
determined to carry on the

and trick me
with your
smooth talk. You
can keep your
phony religion!”

Toda replies: “You
weren’t wrong for
having believed.
What you believed
was wrong — but
you didn’t know
that.... Nichiren Dai-
shonin stated that all
unhappiness stems
from false religions, or
false ideas.... Knowing a
religion — a philosophy
that was valid in the ultimate
sense — he braved countless
persecutions to teach it, even
at the risk of his life. Why
should Nichiren Daishonin
lie to you?”

I've also come to trust that
the Daishonin does not lie.
No priest or religious author-
ity convinced me of that.
Rather, the Daishonin’s fiery,
poetic writings radiate truth

pride of the Music Corps.
Let's fulfill our mission to in-
still hope and courage in the
hearts of our audience
through music. It is my heart-
felt hope that, through the
Music Corps activities, each of
us will deepen our faith, gain
the training to accomplish our
goals, become absolute victors
in life and develop our com-
passion to care for others in
our daily lives.

rica Gebhardt, SGI-USA
EFife and Drum Corps

leader since January 1996,
has been appointed SGI-USA
Fife and Drum Corps advisor un-
til December 1998. Tony Gregg,
SGI-USA Music Corps leader
since January 1995, has been ap-
pointed SGI-USA Music Corps
advisor until the end of the year.
Malina Moore, who served as the
SGI-USA Fife and Drum Corps
secretariat from January 1996,
graduated last December. ¥

that

can see for myself. I feel
that he trusts his readers to
draw their own conclusions
about him and his teachings.
That’s where our religious
revolution starts for me: in
believing his words. I agree
with SGI President Ikeda
when he says that “the
Mystic Law and Nichiren
Daishonin are absolutely free
of any falsehood.”

One in a series
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By GREG MARTIN
SGI-USA Study Department Vice Leader

how Nichiren Daishonin

explained so clearly that
the enemies of the Lotus
Sutra appear as priests, not as
ordinary people. But then I
pointed out that not all
priests are bad. It’s important
today to know the standard
the Daishonin set for judging
which ones are good and
which ones are bad.

Italked last month about

If they [priests] have eyes,
they should examine the su-
tra texts and compare their
own behavior with them.
(The Major Writings of
Nichiren Daishonin, vol. 2

[2nd ed.], p. 166)

SEIZE Sy

LELLHGGUULLERIENES
FROM BAD ONES

The Daishonin suggests
here exactly how to judge
good priests from bad
priests — by examining the
sutra texts and comparing
the priests’ behavior with
the Buddhist teachings. “Su-
tra texts” refer specifically
to those of Shakyamuni but
also to the letters of the
Daishonin. For instance,
those Nichiren Shoshu
priests, like Nikken, whose
words and behavior contra-
dict the Daishonin’s teach-
ings, which are clearly set
forth in his letters, must be
considered enemies of Bud-
dhism and parasites at-
tempting to destroy the
body of the Law. And then
those priests whose words
and behavior are in accord

A SENSE OF MISSION

ST,

By CRAIG GREEN  SGI-USA Youth Division Study Committee

If Nichiren should be a
Bodhisattva of the Earth, then
so must his disciples. (“The
True Entity of Life,” The Ma-
jor Writings of Nichiren Dai-
shonin, vol. 1, p. 92)

at is a Bodhisattva
of the Earth? Why
do we often hear

that we’re Bodhisattvas of the
Earth? A bodhisattva is anyone
who wants him- or herself and
others to become Buddhas. It's
anyone who practices and
shares Buddhism, anyone who
wants people to become truly
happy.

So, why “of the earth™? In the
Lotus Sutra, the bodhisattvas
are described as emerging from
the earth, coming out of the
ground. Nichiren Daishonin
interpreted this “earth” as be-
ing Nam-myoho-renge-kyo.
Put it all together, and you've

got this: Bodhisattvas of the
Earth are people who, based
on chanting, strive to lead
themselves and others to hap-
piness.

That’s why we can say we are
Bodhisattvas of the Earth: Our
simple yet difficult mission is
indeed to chant and teach oth-
ers about Nichiren Daishonin’s
Buddhism. What’s difficult is
believing. When the Daishonin
says that if he “should be a
Bodhisattva of the Earth, then
so must his disciples,” it’s like
he’s saying: “Do not worry.
You are a bodhisattva! You will
become happy. And you will
help others to become happy,
t00.” When our problems are
too much, despair can set in,
but the Daishonin says: “Don't
despair. Remember who you
are. Happiness is assured.”

Three in a series

with the teachings are
votaries of the Lotus Sutra,
children of the Buddha.

There are two kinds of un-
derstanding, true and pervert-
ed. No matter how learned a
person may appear, if his
ideas are warped you should
not listen to him. Nor should
you follow priests merely be-
cause they are venerable or of
high rank. But if a person has
the wisdom to know the spirit
of the Lotus Sutra, no matter
how lowly he may appear,
worship him and serve him as
though he were a living Bud-
dha. (MW-1, 257)

A “good teacher” is a priest
who is innocent of any wrong-
doing in secular affairs, who

WUNDE

include:

* SGI President Ikeda’s newest speeches and most recent activities.

* ‘Discussions on Youth,” a dialogue among the SGI president and
young leaders on topics of interest to youth.

* The New Human Revolution, the SGI president’s serialized history

of the SGI.

* National and international SGI news, members’ views, study arti-

never fawns upon others
even in the slightest, who has
few desires and is satisfied
with little, and who is com-
passionate, a priest who
trusts to the scriptures,

reads and upholds the Lotus
Sutra and also encourages oth-
ers to embrace it. (MW-6, 193)

The Daishonin states in
these two quotes that we
should not be swayed by ap-
pearances. He shows that al-
though a person may appear
to be great, it is his or her un-
derstanding of Buddhism and
behavior based on that under-
standing which count. Is a
given priest’s understanding
true or perverted? Does it
match Buddhism or is it the
priest’s invention? Misinter-

cles, experiences and more.

It’s easy to subscribe. The SGI-USA Subscriptions Office is at your
service. Just call (800) 835-4558, e-mail us at SGI SUBS@aol.com
or write to SGI-USA Subscriptions, 525 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Moni-
ca CA, 90401-1467. Contact us to order a subscription for yourself
or a friend to World Tribune; to renew your subscription; or to pay
for your subscription with a credit card; to change your address; or
to ask about any problems with your subscription. The World Tri-
bune is just $15 for three months; $28 for six months; $50 for one
year; $85 for two years; and $110 for three years (subject to state

taxes). See you in your mailbox!
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Read the World Tribune weekly to find out the latest goings-on in
the SGI and learn more about this Buddhism. Our regular features

pretation? If we follow some-
one who looks like the real
thing but actually holds per-
verted views, we cannot help
being led down the path of
unhappiness and sorrow. The
key is our ability to distin-
guish whether this person, be
it a priest or ordinary person,
knows the spirit of the Lotus
Sutra and behaves as a “good
teacher” of it. Nikken and his
cohorts do not qualify for any
of the requirements the Dai-
shonin here lists that “good
teachers” must have.

Three in a series




