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It’'s Never Too Latq ‘To Learn

THE

Third Stage | | . A

LIFE

This is the fourth installment
in this series. Participants in
this installment are SGI
President IkedaSeikyo
ShimbunGeneral Editorial
Bureau Senior Director
Osamu Matsuoka and Vice
Director Katsusuke Sasaki.

Sasaki: Again this year [1997],
Soka University’s Division of
Correspondence Education helg
atwo-week, on-campus, summe|
course for its correspondence stu
dents. This program is now in itsBetty Wiegant gets some last minute adjustments to her cap and gown from daughter Shirley Northern
22nd year, and more than 65,00before attending her high school graduation at Wilson High School in Santa Clara, Calif., recently. Wiegant,
people have participated so far84, waited 69 years to get her high school diploma.
traveling from all over Japan —
from Hokkaido in the north to toward a 21st century in whichstudents enrolled at Soka Uni-graduation rate. A journalist
Okinawa in the south— and fromthe third stage of life will be a pe-versity, nearly 10 percent, orwho thoroughly investigated
as many as 13 overseas countriesod of boundless hope and ful-400 students, are over 50. the program identified two rea-
fillment.” sons for this: the students’
Ikepa: People who study while A number of years ago, |Ikepa: That's wonderful. strong sense of purpose and a
working, people who continue tovoiced my desire to enroll in a well-organized and adminis-
pursue learning no matter theircorrespondence course at th&asaki: In Japan, there aretered study program.
age, are praiseworthy. As univeruniversity myself and study only 14 universities, excluding
sity founder, | sent a message talong with everyone else, butthehe University of the Air Ikepa: Thatis most gratifying
the opening session of this year'siniversity president refused to[which broadcasts lecturesto hear. A fine tradition has
course in which | said: “This al- accept my application! over radio and television], thatbeen born and taken root at
liance of people dedicated to offer correspondence degreesoka University.
learning, transcending the limitsM aTsuoka: Of the approxi- courses. Soka University’s pro-
of age, is spearheading the waynately 4,000 correspondencegram is known for its high

UNMASKING

PLEASE SEE LEARN, 10

By DEBORAH GOODWIN

LOS ANGELES CORRESPONDENT

cause it demolishes the morality,
to say nothing of the definitions,
of the Western world.”

nmasking the evil that
is racism — the evil
that pains, frightens
and destroys us — is
James Baldwin’s mission in his
bookThe Evidence of Things Un-

seenAnd although he structures]n this essay, Deborah Goodwin points out where

his thesis around the landscap

of racism in America, itis evil in We have to start fighting evil —in the ‘eye of the

Baldwin equates this revolu-
tion as both literally and figura-
tively coming about through an
uprising of the human spirit.
The human spirit that is at last
prepared to do battle against
great evil.

As Buddhists and SGI mem-
bers, we are infinitely fortunate
to perceive this uprising, this

its fundamental sense that he ac : )
dresses: Who falls prey to evil,smrm’ the core of our lives. revolution, as one that takes

and who perpetrates it? What place first and foremost through
form does evil take, and where iurrent of our modern age andnly now beginning to recover, our inner reformation — not one
it contained? These questions hehe fortitude that each of us mustre beginning, out of the mostbrought about by force of arms,
weaves into parallels of everydevelop to withstand it. Bald- momentous Diaspora in humarintellect or politics, but through
kind, from Atlanta police brutal- win writes: “The black man’s memory, to rediscover and recthe act of living. We are engaged
ity and the African dictator to the first encounter with the West —ognize each other. This is an human revolution. The dy-
corruption of public officials. by which | mean, mainly, the global matter, and the denouenamic that takes place when we
He illustrates how evil trick- Christian church — brought himment of this encounter will be

les down and runs through everngdevastation and death. We arbloody and severe; precisely be- PLEASE SEE EVIL, 7
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OUR ORGANIZATION

SGI-USA (Soka Gakkai International-USA) is an America
Buddhist organization based on the philosophy of t
Nichiren school of Mahayana Buddhism. The SGI exists
128 countries and has its international center in Japan, wh
the organization was founded in 1930. In\Werld Tribune
you'll see news of our organization both in America and i
ternationally.

OUR PURPOSE

The SGI-USA promotes peace and individual happine
based on Nichiren Daishonin’s Buddhism. Our position is th
peace in the community — whether it be in a neighborho
or the world — is inseparably linked with individuals’ hap
piness. SGI-USA members, through their faith, are seek|
to become happier and contribute positively to society. In t
World Tribune you'll see experiences from members abo
this process, which we call human revolution.

OUR PRACTICE

Our basic practice is chanting the phrase Nam-myoho-ren
kyo to the Gohonzon, our object of devotion. According

t's up to today’s youth to save
America from imminent self-
destruction, many people say:
That's why so many volunteer

n do, youth division activities.

he

inyoung people practicing this

erBuddhism are some of the bes
and brightestin our nation. Ever

n- so, some may wonder if it's wise
to place such high expectation:
on youth — in our organization
or our country.

After all, statistics suggest
ssthat young people are becoming
atincreasingly apathetic. A recen
odsurvey by the Higher Education
- Research Institute at the Univer
ngsity of California Los Angeles
hefound that current college fresh-
ut men — the class of 2001 — care

less about academics and poli
tics than American students eve
have. More than 30 percent ar:
bored with school and skip
geelasses. Only 26.7 percent ar
to interested in the political

Nichiren Daishonin, the workings of the universe are an ex-process, this percentage only

pression of the law of Nam-myoho-renge-kyo. So chanti
it allows us to be in tune with our environment and create
most value. Th&Vorld Tribunecarries many study articles tg
explain the practice in detail.

Myoho-renge-ky@s the title of the Lotus Sutra, which is the
foundation of Nichiren Daishonin’s Buddhism. This sutr
Shakaymuni Buddha'’s highest teaching, sets forth that
Buddha nature is inherent in all living things — all peop
have the potential to become Buddhas. Nichiren Daishon
a Japanese priest who lived in the 13th century, champio
the Lotus Sutra and introduced the concrete way of puttin
into practice, the chanting and sharing of Nam-myoho-ren
kyo. In keeping with the sutra’s teaching that people are B
dhas, the SGI teaches that the heritage of this Buddhisn
passed from generation to generation of the people.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Contact the SGI-USA community center nearest you
— there are more than 60 across the country. (You
can look in the phone hook or call our national
headquarters at (310) 451-8811.) The community
center can direct you to SGI-USA members in your
town, so you can ask questions and find out more.
Our website address is www.sgi-usa.org
or you can e-mail the SGI-USA at sgiusa1@aol.com.
You can e-mail the World Tribune editorial

office at: SokaNews@aol.com.

TO SUBSCRIBE

To subscribe to thé/orld Tribune,or our companion
publication,Living Buddhisma monthly magazine,
please call us at (800) 835-4558
or e-mail us at SGI SUBS@aol.com.

ng half what it was 30 years ago.

Cure the Apathy Epidemic

one demographic segment. It's
perhaps convenient to pinpoint
youth as apathetic, but it's a
human condition, it's every-

organizations, including the SGI-USA, are foene’s problem. And ifit's on the rise among youth,
cused now on nurturing youth — whether they calle’re all probably affected by it.
it mentoring programs, citizen service or, as we In one of SGI President Ikeda’s “Discussions

on Youth,” he explained: “People tend to lack

It’s by
revitalizing
this sense of
caring about
everything in
our world that
we can ignite
sparks of
enthusiasm in
other people.

In the SGI-USA, we're confident that thewillpower. To take the path of least resistance is

human nature. QOutstanding in-
dividuals...have disciplined
themselves to overcome their
weaknesses, conquering apathy
and inertia to become true vic-
tors in life.”

This, indeed, is the challenge
of our times, the challenge for us
all. To conquer apathy in our-
selves and others, we have to
make a conscious effort to care.
Care about our lives. Care about
others’ lives. Care about the fu-
ture. Just care. And it's by revi-
talizing this sense of caring
about everything in our world
that we can ignite sparks of en-
thusiasm in others, whether
we're in our 70s or we've just
turned 17.

Do we feel that people nowa-
days have no appreciation? That

they don’t want to remember how far we've come

nis

W

he Apathetic, unconcerned, indifferetitseems and how far we have to go? That they just don’t
these words are unfortunately used more and maae?
to characterize young people, and apparently thereThen we have to be the first ones to care. To
is evidence to back them up. (TWerld Tribune not care only perpetuates the apathy we see. A
invites young people to write to us about apathgvitalized sense of caring is what everyone
and how to cure it.) needs to create a time whapatheticisn't such
But wait — maybe youth aren’t the only apaa popular word to describe youth — or anyone

;, thetic ones here. Apathy is, after all, hardly somelse. Then we can offer America a cure for the
thething that can be quarantined to one age groupapathy epidemic.

T}

o

in

ned

git ~ Study Program Announcements

e.

3d- e Entrance Exam study materials in Japanese, Spanish, Chinese and Korean have been re-

vised based on the new study curriculum for 1998-2001. They will be available at all
SGI-USA bookstores by early February.

e Inthe Dec. 19, 199%\orld Tribunep. 8 (the Entrance Exam Sample Questions), under
the heading “The Real Aspect of the Gohonzon,” the questions referred to should read
“Questions 35—-36 are based on the following passage.”
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Opinions on the Death Penalty

Sometimes the Worst Lies Are
the Ones We Tell Ourselves

confronted someone closetome They inflictakind of violence...
about some issue | had with him  As | stood in the middle of the
or her, then that someone woulsgidewalk that morning, | saw

| agree that the taking of human life is generating the heavjest leave me. And the pain of aban<learly how the old script was, in
of karmic seeds (“Study Perspectives,” Dec. |9, 19&#|d Tri- By BERTHANIA CARSWELL donment would be more than Ifact, making me miserable. The
bune p. 11). To me, a correct understanding of life and death is CULVER CITY, CALIF. could stand. defenses | learned so many years

the basis of this issue — suicide will not end suffering, nor w
homicide.... [T]he taking of human life devalues all life. Bug
dhism posits that life is eternal — how shall all the parties to
ecution begin their next existences?

Our society wants crime to go away and does not want p
ons, halfway houses or treatment facilities in its backyards
decidedly ostrich-like posture, not based on the beliefin ca
and effect. At the same time there are, increasingly, flagr
examples of persons who are comfortable being an “insti
tion man” and who will push for the last degree of privileg
and leniency out of “the system,” without any thought of ey
being a contributor to society.... [T]he concept of oneness
person and environment could provide a penetrating look
the commission of crime as well as suggest more realis
plans toward the goal of rehabilitation.

When we realize — globally — that killing is not an op
tion, we will be well on the way to a true and lasting peac

— JUDI ASBY, St. Louis

One thing | have always liked about the organization of
SGl is that it has (historically) respected the difference
opinions among its members by not taking official stances
controversial political and social issues of the day. When |
ceived the Gohonzon in 1986, | was told that it was up to
dividual members to chant and decide for themselves wj
positions they will hold on these issues.... However, | ha
been greatly disappointed by SGI President lkeda’s most
cent pronouncement against the death penalty. With all
respect to his great wisdom, | must dissent from his taking
absolutist stance (as the pope does on numerous issues
the death penalty is always wrong and that every soci
should abolish it.

Through my years of being a member of this organizatic
| have known numerous SGI members (including myself) w
believe that some crimes are so heinous that justice requ
the death penalty; that the ultimate crime must be met with
ultimate punishment....

Regarding the argument that the death penalty violates B
dhist principles, there are different interpretations of this. Ma|
people understand this to mean that if a murderer like Tiry
thy McVeigh winds up on death row, then he is simply reapi
the negative effects of the causes he made (i.e., murdering
people)....

The issue of the death penalty (as with many other issu
is one about which reasonable people disagree. Why can’
leave it at this instead of creating a divisive climate within o
organization? We value diversity among our members, and
should include a diversity of opinions and perspectives
well.

— ADALYN BRUGGER, Falls Church, Va.

Editor’s note: President Ikeda has not made a “recent pr
nouncement against the death penalty” The quotes Ada
Brugger refers to in thé/orld Tribunearticle come from two
books published years ag@hoose Life his dialogue with
Arnold Toynbee, first published in 1976, dtdman Values
in a Changing Worldhis dialogue with Bryan Wilson, pub-
lished in 1984. Both quotes represent his opinion based
his understanding of Buddhism, not a formal pronouncem
that SGI members must automatically agree with. The S
USA has not taken any formal stand. We published the
perspectives and these two letters to stimulate study and
alogue among our readers. We invite all readers to write
and share their views about this controversial subject.

ill
I- Lies erode sanity and distort
ex-common sense. Lies are the
door to misfortune. They
isinflict a kind of violence.

As | grew up, we became oneago had become a straight-
me and that lie. And there argacket, made of lead, pulling me
others. down, wearing me out.

Lies are the door to misfor-  The thought of letting go of
tune.... these lies was scary, but the al-
5, a — SGI President Ikeda Some lies came from theternative was to continue to dis-
use things my parents told me —respect my life. | had to change
ant] was preparing for a studyhalf-truths or little white lies that all those negative messages |
tu-I meeting when this passageseemed so innocent back therwas telling myself if | were
e fromLearning From the Gosho Those lies helped me make thgoing to become truly happy.
er grabbed hold of me and And that day, in the
ofwouldn't let go. These middle of the side-
athree sentences kept walk, | decided to let
sticplaying over and over go

in my head, like a song
- ljustcouldn’t getrid of.
e. After a few days, a
light bulb came on. |
was walking to the bus
hestop when | got it.
of |stopped in the mid-
ondle of the sidewalk and
re-stood with my mouth
in-open. It was one of
hathose inconspicuous
vebenefits that change the
reway you practice this
juBuddhism from that
armoment on.
thatLies erode sanity and
etydistort common sense... %
The worst kind of

. _\ ‘-._JL L et
n,lies are those | tell my- M‘

hoself, the ones no one “ }f 2 \"

iregslse knows about. Berthania Carswell let go of the lies she had been telling
theThese are based orherself: Thad to change all those negative messages. new tunes and speak
delusional thinking and foreign tongues. This
udare the kind of rationalizations Iright decisions, told me who myvoice | know to be me.
ny used as a child to make sense dfiends were, whom | should Lies erode sanity...
no-a world in which | had no con- trust, what | should do. Andthey This small voice has been
ngtrol. They guard my deepestworked. For a while they helpedtalking to me all along, but |
16@arkest fears. me survive, to find my center incouldn’thear it until all the shout-
Here’s an example: All my a crooked world. ing and screaming and crying
eslife I've avoided conflict with But then | left home and sawdied down. All the drama, the
wéhe people closest to me becaugéings that didn't jibe with the noise that | used to keep me from
ur of a vague, paralyzing anxiety.script. What to do? Ignore whathearing my thoughts, to keep the
thigven my relationships with menl saw and stick to the script, or‘peace,” to not rock the boat, to
asonly developed to a certainchange what | believed? just make it through the day.
point, then fizzled, because | Unfortunately, most of the  This voice, my voice, was
didn’t have the courage to speakime | chose to ignore what I here all along, waiting for me to
up, to confront whatever issuessaw. | developed the script withpay attention. And now I'm lis-
o- | had. | was afraid we would the people | love: my parentsitening — no more brass, no
lyrfight, so | kept silent until what- my family, my friends. To go more tears, no more drama. I'm
ever bond we shared simplyagainstthe script would have putecreating my truth with my
withered and died. me at odds with those peopleprayers and watching my life
And that October morning, And that would have been toounfold like the lotus flower. The
walking to the bus stop, | real-uncomfortable to live with. door to misfortune has become
orized it was not the conflict but  Nor would it have been easy.the portal to my inner wisdom.
entthe drama surrounding it thatl would have had to change myAnd I'm not afraid anymore. In-
Glimade me afraid. belief system, my thoughts andstead, | am quiet, trusting, lis-
wo One of my clearest childhoodthe language | used inside mytening. To me. W]
dimemories is of my parents fight-head. | would have had to cor-
in ing, verbally and physically, andrect the lies | told myself andIf you're interested in con-
the police escorting my fatherchange my actions. | would notributing to this section, please
out of my life. My young mind longer have been able to gccall us at (310) 451-8811 or e-
thus convinced itself that if | against my feelings. mail us at SokaNews@aol.com.

Photo by GREGORY NAKASUJI

It has been so re-
warding, because |
can finally hear my
voice — the same
voice that told me
right from wrong, the

voice of the child that
| silenced because it
didn’'t agree with

everyone else.

This voice knew the
truth, even then. It was
not afraid of not being
liked. It was not afraid
of being hit or hurt or
violated.

And it no longer has
to shut up and be quiet.
Now, that voice can
laugh out loud, shout
when itfeels like it, sing




4
JaNUARY 30, 1998 ¢ VORLD TRIBUNE

NEWS

N (VEWS BRIEFS Sy

BraziL
Toda’s Declaration
Commemorated

The Sao Paulo State Legislative Assembly convened for a s
cial session on Nov. 28, 1997, to commemorate the 40th

niversary of Soka Gakkai second president Josei Toda’s

claration for the Abolition of Nuclear Weapons. |

conjunction, the Latin America Youth Conference was he
Five hundred representative SGI youth division membg
from Brazil, Paraguay, Uruguay, Chile, Ecuador, Mexic
Venezuela and Argentina were invited by the assembly to g
ticipate in the conference.

— Courtesy of SGI NEWSLETTER

JAPAN

SGI President Meets With
Russian Scholar

SGI President Ikeda and his wife, Kaneko, met with Mosc:
State University Associate Professor Leon A. Strijak and

wife, Irina, in Tokyo on Nov. 29, 1997. On President Ikeda
first trip to the Soviet Union in 1974, Mr. Strijak — who is

Japanese language and literature specialist — served a
SGl leader’s interpreter during meetings with Soviet Prem
Aleksei Kosygin, Nobel laureate and writer Mikhai
Sholokhov and former Moscow State University Rector Re
V. Khokhlov. Mr. Strijak is currently teaching at Soka Uni
versity as an exchange scholar.

— Courtesy of SGI NEWSLETTER

New MExico
First New Year’s Meeting
Held in Santa Fe

Fifty-nine SGI-USA members and guests gathered at the
dorado Hotel in historic downtown Santa Fe for a New Yea
Day world peace prayer meeting. It was the first-ever N¢
Year's meeting to be held in northern New Mexico, which i
cludes Taos, Espanola and Nambe.

— KIM MELLOR and DELLA CHAVEZ

GHANA
Construction Begins on
Ikeda Garden in Ghana

A ground-breaking ceremony was held on Jan. 4 for the c
struction of the Dr. Daisaku Ikeda Garden in Kwabre Distri
Ghana. The park, which will occupy about 5.25 acres alg
both sides of the Aboabo River, is located near the city of K
masi, where the second SGI-Ghana culture center is ¢
rently under construction. The decision to create a park be
ing President Ikeda’s name was made by the Kwabre Dist
Assembly in honor of his international contributions to pea
education and culture. The assembly hopes the park, wi
is located in the Ashanti region, an area noted for its rich ¢
tural tradition and abundant natural beauty, will aid in tk
preservation of the environment.

— Courtesy of SGI NEWSLETTER

If you have a short report of a special event in your area

local bureau chief or call us at (310) 451-8811 or e-mail
us at SokaNews@aol.com.

that you'd like to see in “News Briefs,” please contact your

By SALLY MARKS McKEE

MESA, ARIZ., CORESPONDENT =

L=

GLEAHLLA
Parent

A COLUMN ABOUT PARENTING

ou NEVER listento me!” A
moment later a door slams
A frustrated teenager flies
spethrough the air and lands on the
anbed. A pillow muffles sobs.
De- This familiar scenario is ally know how to communicate
n played out hundreds of times affectively?
d. day in homes across the United For me, the talking, preach-
2rsStates, perhaps even the worldng, scolding and blaming part

working toward creating aand | practiced my skill long,

often exists between parents andleep.)
their teenage children. | looked forward to having

son or daughter? Ironically, dur-what | might say to them. While
ing life’'s most exasperatingthey were in utero | would have
bw days, many parents (includingjoyful conversations with them.

s thhehere a teenager resides. Neer, Alicia, would give me an
erdoubt, teenagers feel the samelbow to the rib cage. My
way about their living condi- youngest child, Brittany, en-
mtions and parents. joyed kicking my bladder like a
The two big “c” words come football. However, for the most
to mind as possible solutions togpart, my fetal children listened
this —chantingandcommuni- dutifully.
cation.lt is probably a safe as- Then they made their en-
sumption that most of us read+rance in the world. And imme-
ing a Buddhist newspaper knowdiately came up with their own
how to chant or how to find opinions on everything.
someone who will help us It took a while for my com-
learn. But how many of us re-munication style to change. |

Why Don’t They Ever Listen

212

thought communication was
like a tennis match: | would toss
a command or piece of advice
over my head and send it over
the net to my children, expect-
ing to score an ace. Instead my
kids would counter my words
and send a retort right back into
my court. This was an exhaust-
ing battle, and the kids had youth
and stamina on THEIR side.
“Why can’t my kids just lis-

0, And even within the SGI-USA, of communication has alwaysten to me?” I'd ponder while
arwhere parents are tirelesslybeen easy. | learned to talk earlygasping for airBoink! A light

went on over my head (just like

peaceful society, a war zonehard and often. (I even talk in myin the cartoons; it was very cool)

— cause and effect. Cause and
effect. Maybe my kids don't lis-

How does a parent bridge thischildren so | would have a cap-ten to me because | don't listen
gap and establish a peaceful caive audience. Before my daugh+o them.
existence with his or her teenageers were born, | thought about When | started chanting to be-

come a better listener and parent,
the effects of that cause changed
how we all communicate. We

hisme) think it would be easier to Those were the good old days —don’t always agree on things, but
's chant and bring peace to Somathey never talked back. Oh surewe are better at listening to one
a liathanto live in atranquil home once in a while my oldest daugh-another and trying to understand

one another’s points of view. It
isn’t always paradise in our
home, but since the communica-
tion lines have been opened, a lot
fewer doors — and hearts — are
slamming shut. W]

If you're interested in
contributing to this section,
please call us at (310) 451-
8811 or e-mail us at
SokaNews@aol.com.

El
r's - P
W
: = | Florida
Mall .
FLORIDA NATURE
EQRM Nt Impresmons
Photo by KAY KOIKE
We were all treated with such re
spect at the FNCC! Like Bud-
on dhas! Of course, the release of humg
ct, capabilities and depth that such a pej
ng vasive atmosphere of deep respect g
u- gendered is really impossible to caf
ur alog or describe. Gratitude fo
2ar everything lay soft in the evening air|
ic Some of us untangled old stories, ol
e, hurts. | quit smoking cigarettes
ich YES! And | actually wrote a poem... | 25
ul- Marsha (right) with friend Rosalind
ne Thompson went to the FNCC last March.
I will lift these heavy stones,
I will study where its sun-struck
their weighted shadows for clues, dust will sing
I will find new treasures like trillions of
of joy in the ancient mud dancing stars.
beneath my naked feet,
and fling it to the heavens — Marsha Erickson, Waimea, Hawaii
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Have
You
Ever

Heard

o

ol

Telling a

stranger about

Buddhism

opens up an

opportunity for

Audrey McLure’s

acting debut in

anew play

about AIDS.

Photos by MARK MANNING

Audrey McClure
as MeeMaw and
Stone Jackson as
Ericin ‘SLiM, a
play that
explores the
impact of AIDS
on black men
and women,
written and
directed by
Stuart Litchfield
(below).

2=l 0?

and women. The title comesand all the performers in thespiritual life by a social worker,
from the slang term for AIDS in company are seasoned profegplayed by Stuart, who helps her
Africa, where it was once sionals. Despite her anxietiesget off the streets and cope with
aring her Buddhist thoughtthat the only people whoAudrey auditioned for the play her disease. A friendship devel-
practice with a stranger carried the virus were slim. Theand was cast in several roles. ops between this gay white man
t a bus stop led to theplay is a powerful drama that *“lwas petrified to performin and a black woman in recovery,
pportunity of a lifetime also is intended to educate audithis play,” Audrey says. “The be-both of whom are facing AIDS.
for Dallas member Audrey Mc- ences about the reality of thisginning rehearsals were justter- Later, with her hands pressed
Clure. In spite of the blazing disease and the people who liveible. Two or three times | together in prayer, Coco sits
late-summer heat in Dallas andwith it. wanted to give up — but | knewalone on stage and chants Nam-
no reliable transportation, Au- Since the that | couldn’t myoho-renge-kyo, explaining to
drey had been determined to atdeath of her do that. My the audience that “If it worked

YUJI UJJJAJ\ S5

By WENDY DeORE

TEXAS BUREAU CHIEF

tend the afternoon chanting sesenly son just a
sions at the Dallas Culturefew years ear-
Center. lier, Audrey
On the way, she shared hehad struggled
faith with an affable strangerwith her prac-
who turned out to be the direc-tice and her
tor and writer for a professionallife.  Still,
theater group in Dallas calledthrough that
Soul Rep Theater Company. tragedy, she
The stranger’'s name was Stunever gave up.
art Litchfield. He was writing a She continued
play about AIDS in the African to chant and
American community. He wasattend activi-
already thinking of creating aties and began
character who becomes a Budto discover her
dhist. Stuart had been livinglove of story-
with AIDS since 1990.

practice was for Tina, why not for me, too?”
the only thing Coco becomes strong and self-
that kept me reliant, eventually landing a job
going. A few as a counselor for other women
times at re- trappedinalife of addiction and
hearsals, | just prostitution.

wanted to slap  Audrey plays several char-
Stuart, but he acters: the grandmother to a lit-
made mereach tle girl dying of AIDS; the
down into my- mother of a Ugandan woman
self and pull who contracts the disease from
out what was her husband; a crazy street per-
there. I chanted son who inhabits Coco’s night-
so much. I had mare world of addiction; and
to succeed. | the grandmother of a gay rights
wanted to be activist.

telling. Audrey received invita- the best in the play so | could She is superb, an inspiration.

Stuart went with Audrey to tions to tell stories at local show actual proof. After all, | She invited the company to per-

the culture center that day taschools and community centerswas the only one who had theform the play at the Dallas Cul-
learn to chant and continued taand she enjoyed bringing smilesGohonzon.” With the encour-ture Center on Dec. 6, 1997.
go nearly every day after thatand a taste of her cultural heragement of her SGI friends andSGI-USA members, their guests
He and Audrey became goodtage to the children who would her husband, David, Audrey def-and others from the community
friends. As a director, writer andgather around to hear her. Shénitely hung in there. came together to watch this out-
actor himself, Stuart recognizedwvove African folk tales about  The play presents a series oftanding drama. The audience
the untapped talent that washow the sky became so high” orvignettes in the lives of Africans was moved, educated and ulti-
waiting to be discovered in Au-“what happened to the greedyand African Americans who mately uplifted.
drey. He wanted Audrey to au-brother.” contract the disease. One char- The play was performed to
dition for a role in his play. But Audrey had never actedacter is a recovering addictrave reviews at the Dallas Public
The play,SLiM, co-written before. What's more, the Soulnamed Coco, who is inspired toLibrary last fall, and the company
and directed by Stuart andRep Theater Company is the resget off the streets by the musids seeking funding to take the play
Anyika McMillan, explores the ident company at the Africanand the life of Tina Turner. Sheon tour in the schools locally,
impact of AIDS on black men American Museum in Dallas, is encouraged to explore hestatewide and nationally.
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President Yamamoto
concludes his first
lecture to students on
‘Record of the Orally
Transmitted
Teachings. When he
opens the floor for
questions, one
student’s query about
death leads to a
surprising answer.

hin’ichi Yamamoto
went on to discuss the
Buddhist view of life,
citing examples from
a variety of disciplines, in-
cluding psychosomatic med-
icine and bacteriology, to ex-
plain the Buddhist principle
of the oneness of body anc
mind. In addition, he com-
pared Kant'’s theories of time
and space with the Buddhis:
concept of a life-moment,
using this to reveal the pro-
fundity of Nichiren Bud-
dhism’s philosophy of life.
He also quoted from other
relevant writings of the Dai-
shonin, such as “The Entity of
the Mystic Law” and “The
True Object of Worship.” He
quoted widely and effort-
lessly from diverse fields of
inquiry, capturing his listen-

ers’ minds and keeping them enthralletirth and death are nirvana and Wisdorhad cleansed their beings.

to the end.

Shin’ichi then returned to the Orallyple that earthly desires are enlightenmen
Transmitted Teachings and discussethis means thatthe Gohonzon, whichis

this passage:

The New Human hevolilion

By HO GOKU - I.Lustraten By KENICHIRO UCHIDA

Volume 6, Chapter 5

Young Eagles

Translation of parts 22-23 of the ‘Young Eagles’ chapter, as printed Beikgo Shimbuyrihe
Soka Gakkai's daily newspaper. Ho Goku is the pen name of Daisaku lkeda, who appear

novel as Shin’ichi Yamamoto. The events take place in 1962.

King Craving-Filled represents the princi-

be spread throughout the world, is writte|
in the script of three countries: India, Chin

But how does this unity of the
physical and spiritual aspects
of life apply to what happens
to our life, or the entity of our
existence, after death?”

It was a question Shin’ichi
might have expected from the
student division, fond as its
members were of exploring
theoretical issues. Shin’ichi
addressed his reply to the en-
tire group:

“How to deal with the
question of death is an ex-
tremely important issue. Par-

n thieularly since becoming
Soka Gakkai president, | have
given the question of what
happens to one’s life after
death much serious thought,
Shin’ichi con- seeking illumination on the matter in the

cluded his lecture Gosho and the sutras.

for that day after  “I have also been chanting daimoku

covering the section and exerting myself earnestly in faith
on Nam-myoho- each day, hoping to experience the an-
renge-kyo. Every- swer for myself, in the depths of my life.
one was impressedAs a result, | have come to gain an un-
anew at the profun- derstanding of this issue.

dity of the Daisho-  “Butto discuss it with you now, with

nin’s teachings and the limited time available, wouldn’t

recognized how in- allow you to gain much of an under-
timately connected standing. It's not that easy to grasp. In
they were to their fact, it isn't something that can be un-
lives. They felt as if derstood intellectually. Rather, it is

a mist that had beensomething that we grasp through faith,

obscuring their vi- that we come to appreciate and under-
sion had parted. stand with our lives. As you accumulate

They were re- experience in faith, you will gradually

freshed, exhila- come to understand this.

rated, as though an “l want you, Mr. Masuyama, to reach

invigorating shower your own understanding of life and death.

Study the Gosho and contemplate it for

yourself. Chant daimoku and gain experi-

et's now hold a Q-and-A session,"ence in faith. That’s how you will achieve
Shin’ichi announced, opening thea personal understanding of this matter.
floor to the participants. “Please ask “In addition, you can explore it from a
me anything you like.”

philosophical perspective — and perhaps

They [the Orally Transmitted Teachings]and Japan. In the Japan of the Daishonin’s Several hands shot up energeticallyn the future you will give a presentation
time, this represented the entire world. Most of the questions concerned page all of us on your findings. |, too, will keep
“Whenever | read the Orally Transmit-sages from the Orally Transmitted Teachworking to deepen my understanding.

also state:

Nam-myoho-renge-kyo combinesm

ted Teachings, | am deeply struck with thangs Shin’ichi had just lectured on.

Let’s study and research this together.”

which derives from Sanskrit, withyoho- awareness that Nichiren Daishonin’s After several others had asked ques- Shin’ichi's words warmed Ma-
renge-kyo which derives from Chinese. Buddhism is not meant for one country otions, Hisashi Masuyama, a recent gracdsuyama’s heart. Shin’ichilooked upon the
Sanskrit and Chinese join in a single mopeople but for all of Asia and, indeed, theate from Hitotsubashi University work-participants as comrades and fellow en-
ment to form Nam-myoho-renge-kyo.entire world. | am also convinced that thisng for the Overseas Department at theoys of the Buddha. They were younger
passage demonstrates that kosen-rufu $oka Gakkai Headquarters, asked: “Ithan he was, but he never thought of their
Asia and the world can in fact be achievedoday’s lecture, you explained the printelationship as one between a superior and

(Gosho Zenshup. 708)

“Namor namuis a phonetic tran-
scription of the Sanskrit wordamas’
Shin’ichi said, “whilemyoho-renge-kyo division members.
is the Japanese rendering of the Chinesevant each of you
translation —miaofa-lianhua-jingin
Chinese — of the Sanskrit title of thesider how we can
Lotus Sutra. In other words, Nam-spread the Daisho-
myoho-renge-kyo comprises the lannin’s
guages of ancient India and China.

“In the center of the Gohonzon are thand lead all hu-
wordsNam-myoho-renge-kyo — Nichirenmanity to happi-
And Nichirenis Japanese. In addition,ness. | have great
among the various figures on the Gohorhopes for you. Thatis
zon representing the ten worlds, thahy | selected for our
names of two guardian deities — Wisdonstudies ‘Record of the
King Immovable and Wisdom King Crav-Orally Transmitted
ing-Filled — appear on the right and leffTeachings,” which
sides of the Gohonzon, respectively, icontains the most
Sanskrit letters [in Nichiren Daishonin’sprofound doctrines
Buddhism, Wisdom King Immovable rep-of the Daishonin’s
resents the principle that the sufferings duddhism.”

to you, the student

“The task of realizing this goal falls ciple of the oneness of body and mindsubordinates. He respected them all as

equals, as individuals.
Shin’ichi could at times be

to seriously con-

Buddhism
across the globe

severe. This was intended to
spur the students on to greater
efforts. But his fundamental
attitude was that of studying
with them, of them inspiring
one another to grow. Thatwas
Shin’ichi’s, and the Soka
Gakkai's, basic attitude to-
ward people. Shin’ichi also
hoped that as each member
encountered a new issue or
question, that person would
take the initiative to study and
explore it carefully, and use
the resulting insight to help
open the way for others.

(To be continued)




STUDY

7

WoRLD TRIBUNE * JANUARY 30, 1998

APPLYING
NICHIREN
DAISHONIN'S
WRITINGS TO
DAILY LIFE

SIGN
POSTS

Learn First,
Then Teach

SGI-USA YOUTH DIVISION STUDY COMMITTEE

You must not only persevere
yourself; you must also teach
others. Both practice and study
arise from faith. Teach others to
the best of your ability, even if
only a single sentence or phrase.
(“The True Entity of Life,” The
Major Writings of Nichiren
Daishonin, vol. 1, p. 95.)

hen | first started to practice|

this Buddhism, | was eager ta
share it with others. Because | lacke
the confidence and understanding t
share my practice in my own words
| memorized an explanation of
Nichiren Daishonin’s Buddhism and

the SGl that | could give to anyone.

Butitdidn't seem effective —no one
was very interested.

Recently | spent time with my
family in the town where | grew up.
| had the opportunity at a party tg

see several of my parents’ friends

whom | had not seen since my
childhood.

| was surprised when many
people showed interestin my Bud
dhist practice and the SGI. One
guest was interested in the com
parison of Buddhism with Western
religions.

Another guest wanted to know
the differences among Buddhis
sects. And other guests were inte
ested in the diversity of the SG
membership, SGlI's history in
America, and why | had been draw
to this practice.

What | realized through this was
that each person | spoke withwas in
terested in a different aspect of m
practice. | realized that having ong
memorized explanation, although i
might feel “safer,” does not fit the
needs of every person and allow m
to fully “teach others.”

Developing my practice and
study has definitely increased my
ability to explain this Buddhism to
others. I not only have deepened m
confidence about my practice, but
also have developed a deeper poj
of knowledge of Buddhism and
other religions that | can draw on in
any situation, at any opportunity ta
share my practice with others.

So | am more committed thar
ever, as Nichiren Daishonin teache
in this Gosho, to develop my practic
and study, not only for my happines
but for the happiness of otherdTi
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EVIL, rroM PAGE 1

every petty, negative thought or emotiomainted. Accordingly Nichiren Daishonin

we entertain individually. Every grudgewrites in the Gosho “On the Buddha'’s Be-
resolve to use our spiritual resources tand bias and judgment we harbor as a sbavior,” “So long as a person does not try
meet life’s thorniest questions head oniety. These are the causes for disunity depart from the cycle of birth and death
and the questions raised act as catalystad invite the presence and rise of eviland seek enlightenment, the devil will

for our growth and transformation.

Each time we witness or intuit a pro-watch over him like a parentThe Major

Our spiritual resources are unlimited, &ound injustice and choose to slinkWritings of Nichiren Daishonirvol. 1, p.
discovery we make each time we delvaway, leaving someone else to shoulddi86). And inthe same way that peace

deeper for the strength and clarity
to perceive the nature of our lives
This unlimited resource can be
called the wonder of life, as it de-
fies description. It can neither be
quantified nor contained. “Bud-
dhism gives people the means t{
develop themselves thoroughly,l§
SGI President lkeda says ir +
Learning From the Goshdand |
opens their eyes to the limitles<{#
power inherent in their lives.”
Along with this power comes
the attendant responsibility to live|
in accord with the Law. To ignore
this fact is to in effect try to exist
apart from one’s life. As Nichiren
Daishonin states: “Explaining the
wonder of life is the prime objec-
tive of all the sutras [that Shakya-
muni preached], termed the
eighty-four thousand teachings...
We hold and embrace the eighty
four thousand teachings in oul
lives. To suppose that the Buddhg
the Law, and the pure land of Eag
Peak exist apart from one’s life anc
seek them outside is a delusion|* "
(Gosho Zenshypp. 563-64).
It seems evident, then, that in-Unmasking the evil that is racism was James Baldwin’s mission
fluences, overt or insidious,in his book ‘The Evidence of Things Unseen.’ The acclaimed
which strive in direct opposition African American novelist emigrated to Paris in 1948 where he
to the wonder of life can be calledwrote two of his most renowned novels — ‘Go Tell It on the
what they are — evil. It must alsoMountain’ and ‘Giovanni’s Room,’ the latter of which deals
be recognized that evil does nofrankly with the author’s bisexuality. Upon his return to the
exist apart from one’s life either. United States in the 1950s, Baldwin became an avid proponent
It is at this juncture of recog- of civil rights, a theme that can be found in much of his work
nizing evil that we can keenly ob-that describes the African American experience.
serve how committed we are tc

ARCHIVE PHOTOS

——

cannot be defined as the ab-
sence of war, the perceived ab-
sence of evil does not mean that
good is flourishing.

As Bodhisattvas of the Earth,
itis our mission to be the voice of
truth and the body of action for
the happiness of the people. How
can we hope to accomplish this if
we hide from the evil in our own
lives? If we choose the path of
least resistance and forfeit our op-
portunity to stand toe to toe with
evil, we are essentially turning
our backs on the fundamentals of
the Daishonin’s Buddhism. Ulti-
mately, we are robbing ourselves
while abandoning those around
us, those whom we have swornto
protect and serve.

Combating evil is, then, a
function of our Buddha nature.
We do not need banners, the cav-
alry or Steven Segal to take a
stand. All we need is the practice
of faith “to become genuinely
aware,” as Mr. lkeda writes, “of
the true entity of all phenomena
and to manifest it actively in our
own lives. Through faith, we can
develop a great state of absolute
freedom in our lives.”

Absolute freedom, or en-
lightenment from the dark re-
cesses of our delusions and false
beliefs, is like a high beam ex-
posing evil for what it is — en-
abling each of us to transform
evil into a source of good, beauty

the path of our individual human revolureform, we are personally condoningnd gain. Recognizing the evil within is
tion. For it is at the eye of the storm, thend encouraging evil. This poisons thessential to taking deep responsibility and
core of our lives, that we must name evilery source of our faith. If it is allowedaction. Recognizing our own evil in-
stand up to evil and thereby transform itto happen once, it will happen twicestructs us in the correct attitude to main-
Our lives are where this struggle haand 10 times and a hundred more timegin in the face of the manifest evil we en-
its roots, though evil will simultaneously The more evil encroaches on theounter without.
appear as an “outside” entity. That auwonder of life, the more accustomed we It is said that freedom requires eternal
thoritarian leader. That madman in théecome to it. We may find ourselvewigilance. The Daishonin urges us that if

Middle East. The High Priest Nikken.

able to rationalize evil, but all the while we can fully take personal responsibility,

Evil thrives where there is silence, inthe life-spring from which we draw ourthere is no evil that can eclipse our attain-

difference, weakness and betrayal. Ifaith will be slowly, systematically ment of absolute freedom.

Wil

The pamphletQuestions and Answers on the Temple Isspavhich seeks to provide
succinct information on this important issue, is now available in six languages — Chinesg,
English, Japanese, Korean, Spanish and Thai. It is available free of charge through
organization and can be downloaded from the SGI-USA web page (www.sgi-usa.org)

th
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In 1994, SGI President Ikeda told members in Italy,
‘If you stay home, you cannot accomplish kosen-
rufu.’ His words inspired 15 Italian members
eventually to make their way to the United States.
‘For us, this is not just visiting, one member told
new friends in San Francisco....

‘We're Moving Our Lives!’

By RON BAIRD to learn various languages and toeturn we have arranged to mak

SAN FRANCISCO BUREAU CHIEF move around the world, he hageports to the members. Wha

also encouraged the members iwe are doing is planting a seed

ifteen members from lItaly. From our hearts, we say, ‘Pleas
Associazione ltaliana- According to Mario Gua- come [to Italy].’ It's not just

Soka Gakkai Interna- reschi, engineering generalwords. When you come to Italy,

tionale (AI-SGl) arrived manager from Parma, when thegou can spend several days i

in San Francisco on Dec. 18SGlI president visited FlorenceParma, you can go to Florence

1997, partly due to an invitationand Bologna, he told the mem-and to Milan or Rome. We are

from local SGI-USA member bers, “If you stay home, youplanning on welcoming all of
David Frasca, who recentlycannotaccomplish kosen-rufu."you!” i

practiced in Italy. While in the  Mario added: “He encour- _
w SR |
members and attended districperiences, and to break the lanfil St ' ——
. -

Photos by PAM HOLT

Bay Area they stayed with localaged us to move, to share our e
meetings before proceeding tayuage barrier. For instance if I
Los Angeles for a similar visit. visit your home and you comefg
Many of the Italian members visit my home, our relationship
recall SGI President lkeda’swill grow stronger. If you really
1994 to Europe, and how he inget to know people from other
spired them to have exchangesountries, then you don’t wantto
with other members around thefight one another.”
world. Mario continued: “For us,
Several European countrieghis is not just visiting. We're
have started kosen-rufu ex-smoving our lives! We did so
change meetings, includingmuch chanting for the success g
Austria and France. this trip.
Just as the SGI president has “We chanted for the protec-
encouraged Japanese membet®n of the flight and when we |§

CHIARA SOMENZI , CREMONA (NEAR MILAN)

[ ]
I Learned To Face Life
. . (Top) Mario Guareschi, from Parma, Ita} bers the inspiration of SGI President Ikedat to sh
in a Different Way cxporienoos, and to bvak the language baries? (Above) talian members meet with San Franeisco members.

I have been practicing for alike a series of coincidences. At arwithin myself and suffering less. GIORGIO M ARESCALCHI , FERRARA
year and a half. | am veryart and music fair, | met a person With time, | have become a

happy to be here in the Unitedwho offered me ajob atanamusemore positive person, evenO 3
States. For me, it is a great opment park. That's where | met athough I realize that, in fact, my VerCOmlng
portunity to recount my experi- person who practiced Buddhismgspiritual journey is long. We are
ences of practicing Buddhism. and he invited Me pu———w  ©" this earth to M Ar

| began my spiritual journey to a meeting. transform  our y rOgance
six years ago, when | was expe- From that day The power of karma from nega-

riencing several negative thingsforward, | have the Goh tive to positive. | started chanting in Marchsion meetings not because |
My mother’s store had beennot stopped prac- e Gohonzon We have a vehi- 1 1984. At that time, | was very wanted to practice this Bud-

-

robbed, and the same day myicing Buddhism. is limitless. cle, the Gohon- arrogant and believed that Idhism but because | wanted to
boyfriend of three years left me.My benefits are —— zon, and thanksto didn’t need to chant to live aconvince my friends that they
A few days later, my father wasmany, but the this we can har- happy life. were only wasting their time.

putin the hospital. At this point, most valuable have been the inmonize with the universe, raising In November 1983, after That's how arrogant | was.
| began to have many questionsonspicuous ones. | used to be aur spiritual energy to find the many quarrels, | separated from During that time, my wife
about my life. | asked why all pessimist — for me, everythingmeaning of life. my wife. started chanting. One night — |
this was happening to me, whywas bound to go badly. Because Another significant benefit] | remember one night | evenremember exactly, it was July 8,
| was so unfortunate. of this, | always blamed others.have received concerns healthgrabbed her by her jacket andl984 — my friends invited me
I began reading books on spir-After | started practicing and Ten year ago, | suffered from sewas to the point of throwing herto a jazz concert. But first, they
ituality and Buddhism. After, | studying Buddhism, | realizedvere headaches. Doctors werdown the stairs (I lived on the 4thasked, did | want to go with them
felt the need to put what | hadthat, when things go badly, itunable to cure them, but Ifloor). | was stopped just in timeto meet an American musician at
read into practice. But | didn't does not depend on others. It dechanted a lot of strong daimoku by my son Paolo, who was therhis hotel?
know how to do this because | didoends on me, on what actions It is now two years since | havelO years old. He was watching The musician’s name was
not know anyone with whom | choose to take from that pointhad headaches. us fight and was crying. Buster Williams, and he had
could talk. In this way, | learned to face life  The power of the Gohonzon The first four months of my
Then there was what seemedn a different way, looking is limitless. Im practice, | used to go to discus- PLEASE SEE ITALY, NEXT PAGE
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ITALY, FROM PAGE 8

been chanting for a
long time. He asked
us to do gongyo
with him. Without

really understand-
ing the practice, |
kneltin prayer...and
this is how | began
practicing.

Almost immedi-
ately, my wife and |
started to see each
other again. One
reason for that is
that she was respon-|
sible for teaching [
me gongyo and how to practiceGiorgio Marescalchi
in the correct way. ]

After practicing for four
months, we decided to receivel felt my world
the Gohonzon together (that wasalling apart.... But
Nov. 11, 1984). Our home be< , . .
came a meeting place, and wdhis time, my
took responsibility for our regction was
group. .

Our challenge was to rebuilddlﬁ(‘erent' It was nota
our family for kosen-rufu. matter ofarrogance
Thanks to the practice, we ex- .
perienced great joy for the nextty more, now it was

eight years. a matter of

Nevertheless, at the begin- .
ning of 1993, our faith was put?onﬁdence andfalth
to the test. The misunderstandin the Gohonzon. I
ings between us — the same w
had faced in 1983 — were back.?”as encqumged by ,
| started chanting two hours aSGI President Ikeda’s
day because | didn't want my oy, ; ;
family to be divided again, bur Swidance, in which
the more | chanted the more | arlte reminded us that
gued with my wife. the darker the night,
At the end of October 1993, S,
the firm for which | worked for the closer the dawn.
30 years closed, and | was dis

missed. In November,
my wife applied for a
divorce.
| felt my world
falling apart. | was liv-
ing alone (my son
Paolo, by then 19,
chose to live with his
mother). But this time,
my reaction was to-
tally different. It was
not a matter of arro-
gance any more —
now it was a matter of
confidence and faith
in the Gohonzon. |
was strongly encour-
aged by SGI President];
Ikeda’s guidance, in which he#®
reminded us that the darker th{
night, the closer the dawn. Perfs
severe on the path of our humag
revolution, he said, and don'tp=
forget that many are experienc
ing sufferings much greater thar|
yours.
During the first days of 1994,
| was asked to join the driversChiara Somenzi: ‘I have become a more positive person....
group to help during President,
Ikeda’s visit to Italy. With my
heart full of joy, | accepted. | PAOLO SMANIO , FLORENCE
volunteered as a driver in Flo- N
rence and Bologna for 15 daysL k h K k h
At the end of this period, | came 1 e t e an uC O
back home. Two days later,
Paolo phoned to say that he] started practicing this Bud-
wanted to come live with me. dhism in 1986 in Florence,
| soon received a retirementwhen | was 21. Until that mo-
pension from my former em- ment, my life had been very
ployer, and eventually my wife chaotic, and | felt insignificant.
— now my ex-wife — suc- | never finished anything | Iwaslike the Kankucho bird.
ceeded in starting a new family.started. The first benefit of my prac-
| hope she is as happy as | As Nichiren Daishonin tice was that | landed, within a
am. She deserves it, as we allrites in the Gosho: few months, a secure job. Ayear
do. W} later, | went back to evening
Deep in the Snow Mountains school to pick up where | had

throughout its life. The same is
true of people.The Major Writ-
ings of Nichiren Daishonirvol.

1, p. 255)

PaoLa Casacclio, FLORENCE

I Need To Repay

lives a bird called Kankucho left off.

which, tortured by the numbing ~ That has been the rhythm to
cold, cries that it will build a nest my life since | started to prac-
in the morning. Yet, when the tice.

day breaks, it sleeps away the | still make mistakes, but now
hours in the warm light of the | have the confidence that | will
morning sun without building its do my best and accomplish my
nest. So it continues to cry vainlyhuman revolution. W]

My Debt of Gratitude

began this practice when | wagressed. He talks frequently ang
18, at a time when | was feel-is now married. My brothers hav
ing quite calm after a period oftheir own business together.
struggle. | had many family  When | started practicing, |
problems. Two of my brotherswas the only member in my
were involved with drugs. They town and the surrounding towns
later stopped, but my olderNow there is a chapter there.
brother was very depressed afhave a job | really like working
terward and didn’t talk with any- for a company that organizes
one for two years. | was de-conferences, including SGI
pressed, too, because it was &aining sessions. | have alway
very sad situation for my family. made contributions, even whe
When | began to practice, Il didn’'t have much money, and
felt alot of joy, and | made a de-my financial situation has im-
termination to develop my life. proved every year. | even bough|
| started to attend school in themy own house six years ago an
afternoons and worked in thehelped my parents pay off thei
mornings. house. This made me ver
The first benefit | received happy.
was that | felt a lot of energy, | have received many bene
which I didn’t have before. Four fits from this practice, and now Paola Casaccio talks to members with an air of
years later, | graduated. | feel I need to repay my debt ofappreciation. ‘I have received many benefits from
My brother is no longer de- gratitude. I this practice, she says, and now it's time to respond.

Paolo Smanio, who describes himself as once being like the
Kankucho bird that procrastinated and never finished
anything, now feels the confidence to never give up.
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DIALOGUE

HIGHLIGHTS
FROMMHISIDIGIOGUE

People who study while working, people who
continue to pursue learning no matter their
age are praiseworthy. As [Soka University]
founder, | sent a message to the opening ses-
sion of this year’s [summer correspondence]
course in which | said: “This alliance of people
dedicated to learning, transcending the limits
of age, is spearheading the way toward a 21st
century in which the third stage of life will be
a period of boundless hope and fulfillment.”

0

Everyone has the right to learn. Learning is a
beautiful thing — it is light. Through learning,
each of us creates a brilliant legacy of our
youth, our studies and our efforts that stays
with us and enriches us forever.

0

1 commend Mr. Takahashi [a 77-year-old Soka
University correspondence student] for his
vigorous efforts. President Makiguchi was a
firm advocate of lifelong education. He
began to study English after age 50. And
even in his 60s and 70s, he continued to
learn with more energy and enthusiasm than
most young people.

0

Beethoven himself declared: “l shall seize
Fate by the throat, it shall never wholly sub-
due me. Oh, it is good to live one’s life a thou-
sand times!” (Beethoven: Letters, Journals
and Conversations). The life of a person who
triumphs over fate is 10, a hundred, a thou-
sand times more satisfying than one that suc-
cumbs to fate without a struggle. A tri-
umphant individual grows more youthful and
vigorous with each passing year.

0

The gentleman who wrote [that he feels he is
growing senile] and others who share the
same concern can, | think, take comfort in the
fact that most people lucid enough to worry
about whether they are growing senile are
probably far from it. Essentially, | believe that
our basic spirit as Buddhist practitioners
should be to never be perturbed by anything
that happens. People naturally tend to be pes-
simistic. | think it’s important to make a con-
scious effort to look on the bright side.

0

LEARN, FroM PAGE 1

| have gone to observe somg
of the summer courses in year
past. Not wanting to disturb the
classes, however, | did so unob
trusively, just looking into the
classrooms from outside.

| remember once seeing &
middle-aged man sitting near
the Pond of Literature during
lunch break, lost in deep con-
templation over some subject
It was beautiful to see someong
engaged in such an earnest pu
suit of learning. A little distance
away, near the pond’s bridge, &
number of other participants
lay on benches catching 4(Q
winks — no doubt so that they|
would be refreshed for their
next class. The whole scene wa
one of marvelous peace ang
tranquillity.

Sasaki: Yes, one often comes
across scenes like that on th
Soka University campus.

IKEDA: | Once presented the Di-
vision of Correspondence Edu-
cation with a calligraphy that
read, “The light of learning.” |

was inspired in my choice of
words by one of Soka Gakkai
founding president Tsunesabur:

PLEASE SEE LEARN, NEXT PAGE

ARE You GETTING READY
FOR THE APRIL 19 ENTRANCE Exam ?

Where Is the
Study Material?

The Entrance Exam is just
around the corner — April

study material for it? lithe
SGI-USA Study Program En-
trance-Level Textboaind

the December 1994ving
Buddhism(The material published lriving Bud-
dhismis taken froniearning From the Gosho:
The Eternal Teachings of Nichiren Daishomp,
233-47:The Life of Nichiren Daishonipp.

11-18, 5678 and 83-115; and the pamphlet
Questions and Answers on the Temple 1$Bue,
troduction” and questions 2 and 4.) Sample ques
tions for the exam were published in the Dec. 19
World TribuneThe actual test questions will be
drawn from the samples, so if you can answer th
sample questions, you should do well on the exa

Good luck and happy studies!

19. So where can you find the

[}

m.

Spring at the Florida
Nalure and Culiture Center

April 9-12

April 1619
April 23-26

In April, the Florida Nature and Culture Center is the place to be. Work,
relationships and the Lotus Sutra will be the focuses of three weekend
conferences at the beautiful SGI-USA facility in Fort Lauderdale, Fla.
Contact your region offices today to make reservations.

Focus on Work
Focus on Relationships
Focus on the Lotus Sutra
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LEARN, FROM PREVIOUS PAGE will never forget this kindness
as long as | live. | am only here]
Makiguchi's favorite mottoes: for the special summer course
“Learning is light, and igno- but | will continue to do my
rance is darkness.” best.... | apologize that | can dqg
Everyone has the right tono more to show my apprecia
learn. Learning is a beautifultion than to leave this memo.”
thing — it is light. Through His wife, Asae, 76, a retired
learning, each of us creates aurse, accompanied him tg
brilliant legacy of our youth, our Tokyo to support him in his o
studies and our efforts that staystudies during the course. . BLACK'S
with us and enriches us forever. Mr. and Mrs. Takahashi have . | e AW DICTIONARY
been living in prefabricated _— g
Sasaki: The oldest student at-temporary housing for two
tending this year's summeryears since they lost their home
course was Masanori Kitazumejn the earthquake. Sharing with
78, from Gumma Prefecture.many others the pain and suf
When asked why he enrolled infering of losing everything in
the program, he replied withoutthat disaster, Mr. Takahashi de
hesitation: “For me, there is no to-cided to study for a law degree
morrow. There is only today. Sowishing to open a free legal
I have to do it now. All President counseling service in his areg
Ikeda’s actions, too, are based ofor those in need.
the spirit of no tomorrow.”

AN

Sasaki : Mr. Takahashi has beenBen Roll, 74, a Newport Beach, Calif., great-grandfather, may be the oldest person to pass the bar exam and may

IKEDA: That's so great. | hope a member of the Kusunoki Cho-practice with his son. Roll graduated from law school in 1990 and passed the bar exam after 14 tries.

Mr. Kitazume will continue to rus of the Hyogo Prefecture

do his best. men’s division for 21 years — Ikepa: | commend Mr. Taka- from its correspondence stusstinting encouragement and
Incidentally, since the sum-since its founding. He is also ahashi for his vigorous efforts. dents expressing appreciatiowords of support to those who

mer course takes place duringast winner of the long-runningPresident Makiguchi was a firmfor the opportunity to pursue keep advancing with the spirit

the full-time students’summerNHK [Japan’s public TV net- advocate of lifelong education.their studies later in life. to challenge themselves, espe-
holidays, some of the corre-work] amateur-talent showm He began to study English after cially those who forge ahead
spondence students stay irProud of My Voice. age 50. And even in his 60s andkepa: I'm happy that the cor- despite the daunting obstacles

dormitories on campus during One of ourSeikyo Shimbun 70s, he continued to learn withrespondence courses have beaf fate or unfavorable circum-
the two-week course, don’treporters who visited his homemore energy and enthusiasnmeceived with such enthusiasmstances.
they? told me that Mr. Takahashithan most young people. From the time | beganto planfor There were several students
copies passages from the Gosho In the West, universities al- Soka University’s establishment,with hearing disabilities among
MaTsuokAa: Yes. Takeshi and from your speeches almosteady play a leading role in pro-l wanted to include an active corthose participating in the spe-
Takahashi, 77, a victim of theevery day and pastes them aNiding adult or lifelong educa- respondence division. The gatesial summer session this year.
Great Hanshin Earthquake, wasver the walls of his home.tion. German universities haveto Soka University will always be Some of the regular day stu-
one of those who stayed in theThere’s not even room left tocourses for the general publicopen tothose, irrespective of agejents who are proficientin sign
dorms. The regular studentshang a calendar! and in the United Kingdom, therewho have the spirit to challengelanguage volunteered to serve
had put up a poster in the dor- Mr. and Mrs. Takahashi’s are educational institutes knowrthemselves and the desire t@s their interpreters, staying
mitory’s hallway that said, home, which they generouslyas Universities of the Third Agelearn, including those who werewith them throughout the
“Good Luck to All the Corre- allow to be used for their Soka— more than 30,000 of these stuunable to study in their youth forcourse to convey the lectures
spondence Course Students!Gakkai district activities, is al- dents are past retirement age. whatever reason. and discussions to them.
Mr. Takahashi was moved byways filled with the warmth
this show of support, and he leftand laughter of high-spirited Sasaki: Each year Soka Uni- MATsuokA: | have personally

anote on his pillow that said: “I members. versity receives many lettersseen how you always offer un- PLEASE SEE LEARN, NEXT PAGE

Buddha: One who perceives the true nature Span of the Thus ginning 2,000 years after Nichiren Daishonin (1222-82):The
of all life and leads others to attain the Come One” (16th) Shakyamuni’s death, Buddha of the Latter Day of the Law.
same enlightenment. The Buddha na- chapter of the Lotus when his teachings lose  Daishoninliterally means “great sage?
ture is inherentin all beings and is char- Sutra and chant Nam-myoho-renge- their power and the essence of the Lotus and is used as an honorific title for
acterized by the qualities of wisdom, kyo in front of the Gohonzon. Sutra will be propagated. Nichiren. He inscribed the Gohonzon
courage, compassion, spiritual strengtiGosho: Literally, “writing worthy of Nam-myoho-renge-kyo:The fundamen-  and established the invocation of Nam-
hope and unshakable happiness. greatrespect”: the writings of Nichiren  tal component of Buddhist practice, myoho-renge-kyo as the universal

daimoku: Literally, “title.” Refers to the in- Daishonin. which expresses the ultimate truth of practice to attain Buddhahood.
vocation, or chanting, of Nam-myoho-ichinen: Literally, “one mind.” The life- life and allows each individual to tap hisShakyamuni: Also known as Siddhartha
renge-kyo. moment, or ultimate reality, that is orherinnate enlightened nature directly. Gautama. The first historically rer

Gohonzon:The embodiment of the law of  manifested at each moment in com- Although the deepest meaning of Nam- corded Buddha, he is the founder pf
Nam-myoho-renge-kyo and the life of mon mortals. myoho-renge-kyo is revealed only Buddhism.

Nichiren Daishonin in the form of a karma: Sanskrit word meaning “action.”  through the practice of chanting it,Soka Gakkai: Literally, “Society for the
mandalaHonzormmeans “objectoffun-  The life tendency or destiny that each there is a literal definition for each of Creation of Value.” The name of the lay
damental respectjomeans “worthy of individual creates through thoughts, the component wordsam(devotion) organization of Nichiren Daishonin’s
honor.” TheGohonzoitakes theformof ~ words and deeds. One’s actions in the means to fuse one’s life with the uni- Buddhism.

a paper scroll inscribed with Chinese past have shaped one’s reality at pre- versal lawmyoho(Mystic Law) is the Soka Gakkai International (SGI): The
and two Sanskrit characters. Together, sent, and actions in the present deter- fundamental principle of the universe umbrella organization led by Presiden
these characters represent life in its mine in turn one’s future. This is the and its phenomenal manifestations; Daisaku Ikeda, whichincludes organi-

=

highest condition: Buddhahood. “Nam- law of cause and effect at work. renge(lotus flower) refers to the lotus,  zations in 128 nations. It was estap-
myoho-renge-kyo, Nichiren” is written kosen-rufu: Literally, to “widely declare which blooms and seeds at the same lished in 1975.
down the center of the Gohonzon. and spread (Buddhism).” To secure time, symbolizing the simultaneity of ten worlds: Potential conditions of life in-

gongyo:Literally, “assiduous practice.”In  lasting peace and happiness for all cause and effect; arld/o (sutra, or herent in each individual. They are:
Nichiren Daishonin’s Buddhism, humankind through the propagation of teaching of a Buddha) broadly indi- Hell, Hunger, Animality, Anger, Hu-
gongyo means to recite the “Expedient Nichiren Daishonin’s Buddhism. cates all phenomena or the activities of manity, Rapture, Learning, Realiza
Means” (2nd) chapter and the “LifeLatter Day of the Law: The period be-  all living beings. tion, Bodhisattva and Buddhahood.
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and affection. You also told
them: “We all possess unlimited
This reminds me of the time potential. What counts are the
you visited a school for the blinddreams you build for yourself
in India [1979]. and how bravely you strive to re-
alize them. A person who is suc
IkeDA: That educational insti- cessfulin this can be said to hav
tute was attached to a fine comtriumphed in life!” The students
prehensive school in Narendraseemed to absorb your wordj
pur on the outskirts of Calcutta.with their entire beings. Bright
The campus was shaded bygmiles lit their faces.
huge green trees and graced
with bright red bougainvillea Sasaki: Soka University has
blossoms. There were spacioudeveloped its correspondency
playing fields, all kinds of gar- education to such an extent an
den plots, pens for domestic anted the Japanese educationg
imals and dormitories. It was aworld because it was supporteq
wonderful facility that provided by this boundless love for and
education for students from el-commitment to the realization
ementary school through theof each person’s full potential.
university level. I remember a quietinterlude on
The principal was also blind. one of your overseas trips, wher
He showed me a manual trainyou visited Beethoven's home in| .
ing workshop where studentsvienna [1981]. You said that al-|-
were earnestly at work. though fate cruelly robbed one of -
| was accompanied on thatthe world’'s greatest musicians of==~
visit by K. R. Narayanan, who his hearing — a fate akin to deatl|>5=
last month [July 1997] was for a musician — Beethoven wag
elected India’s new president.not destroyed by this loss.
He was then vice chancellor of
New Delhi’s Jawaharlal Nehru | kepa: Beethoven himself de- £
University, and we talked to- clared: “I shall seize Fate by
gether at length. the throat, it shall never wholly
subdue me. Oh, it is good tg
Matsuoka: | remember that a live one’s life a thousand
group of students brought you &imes!” (Beethoven: Letters,
bouquet of flowers. You em-Journals and Conversatiohs
braced the students and patte@he life of a person who tri- . X :
them affectionately on theirumphs over fate is 10, a hun-Ludwig van Beethoven (1770—1827) declared, ‘I shall seize Fate by the throat, it shall neverwhollysubdue me. He
shoulders to encourage them. dred, a thousand times morestands as one of the most influential figures in music history, famed for his breathtaking and passionate piano
satisfying than one that suc-improvisations and for the many enduring compositions he left behind. Among his best known works are his
IKEDA: Yes, | remember that cumbs to fate without a strug-piano concertos and sonatas and his nine symphonies.
well. Four students came to meggle. A triumphant individual
with the bouquet. grows more youthful and vig- and participating in Sokathink, take comfort in the fact naturally tend to be pes-
orous with each passing year.Gakkai activities these manythat most people lucid enoughsimistic. | think it's important
M ATsuoka: You said to them in years, | feel as if | am slowly to worry about whether theyto make a conscious effort to
aresounding voice, “Despite theSasaki : President Ikeda, | hopegrowing senile, and | am dis-are growing senile are probablylook on the bright side.
challenges you may face, | hopg/ou don’t mind my introducing turbed by this. What can | do?”far from it. Essentially, | be-  This is a subject that | hope
you will never forget to strive to a question from one of our read- lieve that our basic spirit aswe can discuss in more detail in
live greater and greater lives, dayers. An elderly gentlemanlkepa: The gentleman who Buddhist practitioners shouldfuture installments. The funda-
after day!” You called out thosewrites: “Although | have been wrote this letter and others whabe to never be perturbed bymental solution lies in faith and
words with boundless warmthactively practicing Buddhism share the same concern can,dnything that happens. Peopleur Buddhist practice. W]

LEARN, FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

From SGI President lkeda: tivities. There are many people I have to
encourage. They are all waiting for me.
When | think about them, | can’t rest. |

find courage. And when | meet people,

USING
TIME WELL

WORDS

[] (On finding time to read books:) It's a
matter of setting your mind to it. Those

TO THE WISE

who claim they have no time haven't re-
ally tried. If the desire to read is there,
there is no way you can't find 10 or 20
minutes.... When you're head over heels
for someone, for instance, you want to
see him or her whenever and wherever
you can—evenifit's onlya brief glance
or just for five minutes, right? That
should be our attitude toward reading.
(Nov. 14,1997, Wor/d Tribune, p. 12)

[]In what little free time [Shin’ichi Ya-

mamoto] had between commitments, he
busied himself writing encouraging mes-
sages on the flyleaves of books and other
items to present to members. Wherever
Shin’ichi traveled around Japan, his
schedule was extremely hectic. He was

“Deep in the Snow Mountains lives a bird called Kankucho which,
tortured by the numbing cold, cries that it will build a nest in the
morning. Yet, when the day breaks, it sleeps away the hours in the
warm light of the morning sun without buildingits nest. So it con-
tinues to cryvainly throughoutitslife. The same s true of people.”
(The Major Writings of Nichiren Daishonin, vol. 1, p. 255)

determined to meet, encourage and in-
spire as many people as he could; he did-
n't want to waste even a second. (Sept. 5,
1997, World Tribune, p. 7)

[] (When asked how he is able to do so

much and still be so full of energy,
Shin‘ichi Yamamoto replies:) “That's the
wondrous thing about Soka Gakkai ac-

I think, ‘I have to inspire courage and
determination in this person’ or ‘I
mustn’t allow this person to be un-
happy.’ The strength of my determina-
tion then arouses a powerful life force
within me.” (Oct. 3, 1997, World Tri-
bune, p. 8)

The famed German playwright Johan
Wolfgang von Goethe (1749-1832) of-
fered the following advice to children:
Since one hour equals 60 minutes and
one day is worth more than 1,000 min-
utes, there is ample time for children
to do anything they please if they are
convinced they can. (June 2, 1995,
World Tribune) W}
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SGI PrRESIDENT |KEDA’s EssAy
he Soka Gakkai's founding
president Tsunesaburo Maki-
guchi died in 1944. In a letter
written to his family from his

freezing prison cell that January, Mr.
Makiguchi said, “The three of you must
not neglect your morning and evening
practice of faith.” The three he referrec
to were his wife, his daughter-in-law —
who was staying with them, her husban
off to war — and his 4-year-old grand-
daughter.

In another letter a few months earlier
he wrote to his wife and daughter-in-law
“Raise my young granddaughter witr
love. The mostimportant thing is for botk
of you to unite and maintain strong faith.’

These letters reveal just how deepl
Mr. Makiguchi cared for his family, even
in his prison cell. And particularly how
much he prayed for his granddaughter 1
become a fine practitioner of Nichiren
Daishonin’s Buddhism.

O

The World Peace Youth Music Festi
val held last autumn in Yokohama, Japal
was a brilliant success. | heard that t
daughters of Mr. Makiguchi’s grand-
daughter — that is, Mr. Makiguchi’s

SHowinGg OuRr

FamviLIES How
To LivE

Goku — as he does ifthe New Human Revolution— to write the
story-behind-the-story. This new series is known as “ThoughtsToe
New Human Revolutiori in the Seikyo Shimbun,the Soka Gakkai's

daily newspaper.

Courtesy of SEIKYO PRESS

derfully involved in their Soka Gakkail¥ &
activities. -

The grandson of my beloved mento
Josei Toda, meanwhile, went on to co
plete a postgraduate course at Tokyo U
versity and receive his doctorate. He i
now an associate professor at Soka U
versity. | am sure Mr. Toda must be ove
joyed to see his grandson devoting his lif
to sokaeducation.

O

In The New Human Revolutioml-
ume 2, the “Banner of the People” chag

Makiguchi’s great-granddaughter performed in the Youth Music Festival in Japan last fall.

secution that always accompanies kosen-
rufu. It is something | was prepared for
and have accepted.

In 1970, for example, | was fiercely at-
tacked and insulted by everyone. The only
thing that troubled me about this was the
effect it might have on my family.

But my wife was always calm and
composed. “If you live according to the
Gosho,” she told me, “persecution is only
to be expected.” She always had a smile,
even through the harshest times.

In 1970, my sons were 17, 15 and 12.
The subject of the Soka Gakkai used to
come up when they were at school. |
would tell them: “People who try to live
true to their convictions and accomplish
great things in life invariably run into

In this new essay series, SGI President Ikeda uses his pen name Huiticism and attack. | urge you not to be

defeated by such persecution.”
| always tried to show my sons the
right way to live.

g

| remember when my eldest son was
looking for his first job after graduating
from university. He had offers from sev-
eral companies.

When he asked his mother for advice,
she answered without hesitation: “Work-
ing for a big, famous company is not the
goal in life. The best life is one lived for
the sake of kosen-rufu.” My son felt the
same way.

He began his adult working life by be-
coming a teacher at the newly established
Kansai Soka High School. My second
son became a member of the administra-
tive staff at Soka University, and the third
took the same course as my eldest.

g

Kosen-rufu extends horizontally
through a network of friends. It extends
vertically from parent to child, the in-
heritance of faith reaching from genera-
tion to generation. The future belongs to
the young.

On my windowsill smiles the bright
yellow spring adonis, which is known in

ter, | touched briefly on the education oChapter members. time, but afterward you have nothing taJapan as a flower of happiness and jubi-
my children. This was in response to a When my eldest was in elementary anshow for it. It's different with Gakkai lation. When the adonis feels the rays of
strong demand from readers, especialjynior high school, he often went from oumeetings. You may not want to go at théhe sun, it blooms, even from beneath the
from women’s division members. Ourhome in Ota Ward to meetings in Bunkydime, but afterward you're happy that yowinter snows.

children learned the basics of faith inVard with his two younger brothersintowdid.” It seems our children learned for Itis my deepest wish, every day of my
what is now called the future division.There were times, though, when he didnthemselves that what she said was truelife, that my friends and comrades will be
When | was serving as acting chaptewant to take part in Gakkai activities. 0 the suns of their families, shining the light
chief of Bunkyo Chapter, my three sons My wife used to say to him: “When you of the Soka Gakkai spirit on their children
Wi}

joined in activities with our Bunkyo are playing, you may enjoy yourselfatthe My life has been defined by the perand their children’s children.

The Flower of Chinese Buddhism

ﬂ\.— ".r'Ir".nrr .:_r'
by Daisaku Ikeda

(Chinese Buddhism

This fascinating book on the spread of Buddhism from India through
China begins where The Living Buddha left off. An illuminating and
well-told account of one of the most interesting chapters of world
religious history.

Price: $ 1395 M/0O: 0329




14
JaNUARY 30, 1998 ¢ VORLD TRIBUNE

PEOPLE

An Unending Experiment

People who work to _ Or. N, Radhakrishnas, i
trans form socie ty are Director of the Gandhi Smriti and Darshan Samiti
persecuted by forces Recollections
resistant to change, as By Daisaku Ikeda

exemplified by Gandhi’s
life, which he called ‘an
unending experiment.
But by withdrawing
from this struggle, we
allow the forces of good
to be defeated by the
forces of evil.

Courtesy of SEIKYO PRESS

hen asked, “Why did Ma-
hatma Gandhi succeed?[
Dr. N. Radhakrishnan, di-f=
rector of the memorial .
center Gandhi Smriti and Darsha
Samiti, has a clear and quick reply: “Bg:
cause he was afraid of nothing.” Hi
words echo my own conclusion. Th
nameMahatma meaning Great Soul & ..
was synonymous with great courag

came into contact with Gandhi felt theild
spirits rise, their fear and sadness inej
plicably dissipate. K’
Once in the state of Kerala, at Indialg
southernmost tip, a young man stod
before an angry mob. It was a group (
Gandhi’s detractors, and the young mg
unflinchingly shouted them down. Tha
young man was Dr. Radhakrishnan’s fi
ther, Neelakantha Pillai. This happeng
in 1924 or 1925, about 10 years aftq
Gandhi had returned to India from Sou A
Africa. Mahatma Gandhi’s last footsteps on earth have been preserved here, where SGI President Ikeda
Gandhi described his life as an unwalks with Dr. Radhakrishnan at the Gandhi Smriti and Darshan Samiti.
ending experiment. He boldly tried tc

arrested herself. She endured a great deal,
yet she never gave up.”

Only six months after independence
was achieved, Mahatma Gandhi was as-
sassinated (Jan. 30, 1948). He was on his
way to a regular prayer meeting. He was
alittle late in leaving for the gathering be-
cause he had guests. He was 78 and weak-
ened by his age and his fasting, but he
stepped briskly to the meeting, worried
about the time, with two young women
helping to support him as he walked. “If
itis time to give medicine to a patientand
one feels hesitant about it, the poor pa-
tient will die,” Gandhi said. “So it is with
prayers. Itirks me if | am late for prayers
even by a minute.” Immediately after he
said those words, three shots rang out. A
fanatic Hindu had stalked and assassi-
nated him.

For Gandhi, every minute counted. Up
to the last moment of his life, the Ma-
hatma was devoted to the service of the
Indian people. His last step was a step
into the midst of the people. His last
words were inspired by his love and con-
cern for the people.

t the time of Gandhi’s death, Dr.

Radhakrishnan was 4 years old. His
parents and his mentor, Dr. Ramachan-
dran, taught him Gandhi’s spirit. After
Gandhi’'s assassination, the nonviolent
movement suddenly lost momentum.
Many of the facilities founded in sympa-
thy with Gandhian ideals were exploited
by certain individuals for personal profit
and fame.

But there were some who did not for-
get Gandhi’s spirit. Dr. Radhakrishnan’s
parents founded a Gandhian Constructive
Workers Home, sponsoring farming and
craft activities. Despite their own financial
difficulties, they also founded an adult ed-
ucation center, where people could better
themselves.

They wanted to put into action their
teacher's message: Serve the poor. They

transform the Indian people, calling orhuman revolution — at the grass-root8uddha in India, fiercely challenged thevorked without rest. By insisting that
them to purify their hearts. He traveledevel. caste discrimination of his age. Insteatheir children pitch in and do their share
all around India to spread his message. It is never easy to overturn customsf simply being called a Buddha, heofthe work along with the other members
In Kerala, Dr. Radhakrishnan’s homepractices and beliefs that have survivedould also be described as a reformer,ad their community, Dr. Radhakrishnan’s
state, Gandhi also led a campaigfor thousands of years. Even some déacher and a revolutionary. In a sensparents raised their seven children to
protesting the treatment of the unGandhi’'s comrades were taken aback lyr. Radhakrishnan said, Gandhi’s strugknow the honest sweat of physical labor.
touchable class, a group of Indians corhis unflinching courage. But Gandhigle was a continuation of Shakyamuni’s. When he was only 14, Dr. Radhakr-
sidered outside of the caste system anaved the people of the oppressed urHe declared that Gandhi was a true bashnan was arrested twice for his in-
subject to dehumanizing discriminatouchable class. He called them the Hadhisattva. volvement in a student protest against
tion. They were not allowed to enter than, or the children of god. It was his firm  Both Shakyamuni and Gandhi wantet¢he educational policies of the commu-
temples, homes or shops of Hindu peaonviction that, irrespective of his or heto transform society; they were not reclunist party—controlled state government.
ple, to touch the belongings of otherssocial position, anyone who discrimi-sive sages who withdrew from the worldWhat he couldn’t accept was that the
or even to use public roads or wells. nated against the Harijan was guilty o hatis precisely why they were both pereommunists had labeled Gandhi an
Gandhirose up to protest this inhumangreat moral evil. secuted by forces resistant to change. enemy of the workers and an ally of the
treatment. “I am not interested in freeing Gandhi once attended a meeting only Dr. Radhakrishnan’s father, too, wagapitalists — the reason being, appar-
India merely from the English yoke,” heto find the Harijan participants shuntech human rights activist. His native statently, that Gandhi had been a personal
said. “I am bent upon freeing India fromaside in a corner of the hall. He immedief Kerala imprisoned him on several ocfriend of the famous Indian businessman
any yoke whatsoever.” He would reformately went to them and took a seat in the@asions. Altogether he spent some siand financier G.D. Birla. How could any-
society from its foundations. midst. He spoke to the crowd from thereyears in prison. He was allowed to returone dare call the Mahatma, who had de-
Changing human beings is the onlyransforming the outcast seats into th® his home only after India gained indevoted his entire life to the Indian people,
way to accomplish this. Any changebest seats in the house. It was his wish feendence in 1947. Dr. Radhakrishnan ren enemy of the workers?
made without changing people’s basido the same thing for society as a whole&alls of that time: “My mother did every-  Father and son alike were enraged.
thinking and attitudes will not endure.He was a fearless revolutionary. thing she could to support my father. Sh&hey would not compromise. The student
The essence of Gandhism was a move- Dr. Radhakrishnan has said thawas raising young children, had no in-
ment for inner transformation — aShakyamuni, widely known as Gautamaome and was always in danger of being pLease see RADHAKRISHNAN, NEXT PAGE
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RADHAKRISHNAN, FROM PREVIOUS PAGE young man accepted. He taught at thaple proves himself a good one,” he said.  alone,

Gandhigram Rural University and servedit all depends on the self-awareness of the If they are afraid and cower mutely
protest movement continued until the stateis mentor for more than 20 years. disciple.” facing the wall,
government was ousted in elections. Dr. Ramachandran was a strict teacher. After his mentor’s passing, Dr. Rad- O thou of evil luck,

“How easy it is to give up and find rea-‘He could be very demanding,” recalls Drhakrishnan traveled around the world as an open thy mind and speak out alone.
sons to withdraw from the eternal ‘battleRadhakrishnan. “He wouldn't permit aemissary of Gandhi’s teachings, calling on
that confronts man at every moment of life,5peck of dust in the house. And he scoldds father and his mentor to watch over him If they turn away, and desert you
Dr. Radhakrishnan wroteDaisaku Ikeda: me if | was even a minute late for an apand his efforts. He was determined to cre-  when crossing the wilderness,
In Pursuit of a New Humanitut, quot- pointment.” It seems that the rigorous trainate a great history by carrying on theirwork. O thou of evil luck,
ing a great Indian epic, he asked, “Are wing and discipline of Gandhi, who valued He worked with youth in both labor ser-  trample the thorns under thy tread,
going to allow the forces of good to be depunctuality so highly in his own affairs,vice and aid programs, living the life of a and along the blood-lined track travel
feated by the forces of evil?” lived on in Dr. Ramachandran. fighter for peace on the front lines as a  alone.

After completing his postgraduate stud- member of the Shanti Sena (Peace
ies, Dr. Radhakrishnan displayed a varie hen the Indian government tried tdBrigade). His life was threatened because From the room a small path was visible.
of talents, becoming a youth leader, a write institute mandatory military train- of his efforts to continue Gandhi's strugglésandhi’s last footsteps on this earth —
of great promise, and winning a Best Actoing on university campuses in the 1960sgainst discrimination. those he took on his way to that fateful
of the Year Award at a state-sponsored FeBr. Ramachandran vigorously opposed it. In 1992, | visited the Gandhi Smriti andprayer meeting — have been preserved
tival of Arts and Drama. A bright future lay“| will never permit my students to take upDarshan Samiti, a memorial centering othere. | walked the path with Dr. Radhakr-
ahead of him, whatever path he might derms,” he said. “I will oppose this, even ithe old Birla House where Gandhi spent hishnan.
cide to pursue. His brothers, in particulad,have to fight alone to the bitter end.”  last 144 days. Dr. Radhakrishnan, as the The sky over New Delhi was a dazzling
hoped that he might join the Indian Civil His late mentor Gandhi had called outenter’s director, gave me a tour. At thélue. Great trees with lush green foliage
Service. to young people to be champions of nonsery back of the ground floor, there was aast deep shade. The short path seemed ex-

A turning point in his life came whenviolence. Dr. Ramachandran could nevesimple room with a bed and several uteriraordinarily long. | felt as if the Mahatma
he met the individual who would becoméetray that ideal. He kept up his strugglsils of daily life. Here the Mahatma carriedvalked it still, directly into the heart of the
his mentor. Dr. G. Ramachandran, who haghtil he was 90 years old. In his final wordsput his last fast (of six days) as a protegieople and toward the boundless future.
been a close associate of Gandhi’s, atie declared thatthough his body might di@gainst bloody conflicts among fellow In-  Even now his bold steps move forward
dressed the young Radhakrishnan athés spirit would always be with his com-dians. with courage and determination. The Ma-
meeting in New Delhi. The older manrades. He would continue to fightalongside Many paid lip service to the Mahatma’shatma, the Great Soul, lives. For here is his
vividly remembered the youth’s fatherthem and hoped that they, too, would pegreatness, but far too few of the Indian pececond-generation disciple, his youthful
boldly remonstrating with a crowd ofsist in their cause, one in spirit with him. ple really understood the heart of his mesounterpart Dr. Radhakrishnan.
Gandhi’s detractors in Kerala many years My own mentor, Josei Toda, the Sokaage. Gandhi frequently recited a verse by When | left the garden of the Gandhi
earlier. He asked Radhakrishnan to be &akkai’'s second president, was also exhe great Indian poet Rabindranath Tagormemorial hall, my friends from Bharat
instructor at an institution of higher learntremely strict. “The relationship of mentor (India) Soka Gakkai were waiting for me,
ing he had founded in Tamilnadu. Theand disciple is only cemented whenthe dis- If they answer not to thy call walk with smiles bright as the beaming St

Harriet Tubman — Born a slave s biology. Throughout the 1930s,

in 1821, Tubman created a n aC erl a e he conducted research in Ger-
work of black churches known ¢ many, France and Italy, and pubt
the Underground Railroad. St 0 . . . lished 50 papers. He was one af
personally helped some 200 pe Short bios of of the African Americans celebrated by the U.S. Postal Service. the founders of the Omega Pei PI

ple escape slavery. Seep. 16 for pictures of the stamps. Fraternity.

Martin Luther King Jr. —King 1976, his 1911 opera “Treemon-American writer, educator, diplo- ucator, Du Bois was a founder ofBenjamin O. Davis Sr.— In a
credited the passive resistancesha” won the Pulitzer Prize. mat, and lawyer, Johnson was ¢he NAACP and edited the influ- distinguished military career,
techniques of Gandhi for his own founder and secretary (1916-30gntialCrisismagazine. Davis rose from private to become
strategies of nonviolent resis-Carter GodwinWoodson—He of the NAACP. He was American the nation’s first black brigadier
tance. In 1964, he was awardedriginated Black History Weekin consul (1906-12), first in Percy Lavon Julian— In 1935, general.
the Nobel Peace Prize. 1926, which evolved into Black Venezuela and then in Nicaragualulian synthesized physostigmine

History Month. Woodson worked from the calabar bean to treatNot part of the Black Heritage
Benjamin Banneker — Ban- inWestVirginiacoal minesbefore A. Philip Randolph — Ran- glaucoma. Despite this, DePaunMonth commemorative stamps,
neker, mathematician, astronoearning his doctorate in historydolph organized the first all-black University denied him a profes-these stamps also are pictured:

mer and inventor, was appointedrom Harvard. labor union, the Brotherhood of sorship because of his race. Julian

by George Washingtonin 1790 to Sleeping Car Porters. Randolph’ss noted most for his synthesis ofPaul Dunbar — Born June 27,
work on the new capital of Wash-Mary McLeod Bethune — efforts were essential to the for-cortisone, used to treat arthritis. 1872, Dunbar was a poet of dis
ington, D.C. Bethune built the Daytona Nor-mation of the first Fair Employ- tinction. Also notable are his

mal School for Negro Girls into ment Practices Committee andr. Allison Davis — Dr. Davis, novel, The Uncalledand a news-
Whitney Moore Young— Con- Bethune-Cookman College.the integration of the armed sersocial anthropologist and educapaper that he foundethe Tattler.
sidered the father of affirmative Under President Calvin Coolidge,vices in the 1940s. tor, challenged the cultural bias of
action, Young used his position asind later Herbert Hoover, she be- standardized intelligence testdRoberto Clemente— Born in
executive director of the Nationalcame involved in the National lda B. Wells— At the turn of the and fought for an understandingPuerto Rico, Clemente in 1973 he
Urban League to convince cor-Child Welfare Commission. century, Wells led the anti-lynch- of human potential beyond racialbecame the first Hispanic mems
porate leaders and philanthropists ing crusade. A writer, she becamelass and caste. His work helpedber of the Baseball Hall of Fame
to help inner city poor. Sojourner Truth — During the part-owner of a newspaper, theend legalized racial segregation.

Civil War, Truth traveled the coun- Memphis Free Speedmd was a Joe Louis— Joseph Louis Bar-
Jackie Robinson— In 1947, tryadvocating the rights of all peo-founder of the NAACP. Bessie Coleman— Coleman row, “The Brown Bomber,” did as
Robinson became the first blackple to be free and for women to was denied admission to aviatiormuch for blacks in the sport of
player in major league basebalparticipate fully in society. Jan E. Matzeliger— Matzeliger schoolsinthe U.S. because of henoxing as Jackie Robinson did fo
playing for the Brooklyn pantented his Lasting Machineinrace and gender. In 1921, shéaseball. Louis earned his place
Dodgers. He proved to be one oflean Baptiste Point Du Sable 1880. Until then, a cobbler couldearned an international pilot's li- on top in June 1937.
the best players of the era. — One of the first black fron- produce about 50 shoes a daycense in Paris and returned to the

tiersmen to arrive in Michigan with the machine, the number in-U.S. where she gained fame foDuke Ellington— Born Edward
Scott Joplin — Though popu- Territory, Du Sable has been credereased to at least 150. high-flying stunts. Kennedy “Duke” Ellington in
lare, Joplin did not receive recog-ted with the founding of Chicago. 1899, he was a pioneering band
nition as a serious composer until W.E.B. Du Bois—A civil rights  Ernest E. Just— Justwas known leader and composer from about
some 50 years after his death. Idames Weldon Johnson— pioneer, historian author and edprimarily for his work in marine 1918 to 1974. W]
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The first stamp in the U.S. Postal Service’s Black
Heritage series commemorated Harriet Tubman and
was issued in 1978. On Jan. 28, the post office will issue
the 21st in this series, honoring Madame C.J. Walker, the
nation’s first female millionaire and cosmetic-industry
businesswoman. These Americans not only made
important contributions to our lives today, they did it in
an atmosphere of discrimination and distrust, when few
doors were open to them. Take a look at the other
stamps issued to honor the contributions of African
Americans. How many do you recognize? Do you know

| what their accomplishments included? You might be
st coun Ernest E.Just : surprised. (See page 15 for brief descriptions of what
made these Americans significant.)

COMING NEXT WEEK: The Boys and Girls Group’s ‘Friends for Peace’




