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LAPD Wilshire area
commander Captain
John P. Mutz ‘lends a
hand’ with SGI-USA
member Gail Jennings,
Boy and Girls Group
members and
neighborhood kids at
the Friendship Fence
around the
construction site for the
L.A. Friendship Center.
‘It warms my heart to
know what a difference
this center will make to
the community,
Captain Mutz says.
Community outreach
has been a major aspect
of the preparation for
this new center.
(Below) Community
activist Annie Jo
Robertson, 97, gave an
inspiring welcome
speech to the SGI-USA.

Groundbreaklng a Commumty Event

By JOHN BATES commended the SGI's dedica
BUREAU CHIEF tion — “Your efforts will make

Los Angeles, Dec. 13 a tremendous difference in the

In a ceremony surging with pos-community” — while Dolores
itive energy, a host of public of- Carnizales of Los Angeles
ficials, community leaders andMayor Richard Riordan’s office
local neighbors gathered withsaid of the future center, “This is
SGI-USA members today toexactly what we need.” Ad-
celebrate the start of construcdressing the SGI's focus oninnel
tion of the Los Angeles Friend-life and the effect that has on
ship Center. self-esteem, especially of yound
Sunny, spring-like weather people, she shared the belief tha
and songs from the America“only this type of effort is going
Rainbow Chorus accented thdo turn Los Angeles around.”
all-around smiles as speaker Los Angeles Police Depart-
after speaker praised the SGI'snent Captain John P. Mutz
enterprise. Vera de Vera, U.S.
Sen. Barbara Boxer’s deputy, pLease Set GROUNDBREAKING, 4

Free-style design
Black and white photographs
Deadline: In Japan before March 1

Student Art Exhibition in Japan

The 12th Soka Student Art Exhibition and 8th Soka Student Photo Exhibition are soon to be held in Tokyo. For the se
year in a row, SGI-USA student division members have been invited to participate in this annual international event.

When: March 14—-April 5, 1998
Where: Soka Gakkai Josei Toda International Center
Who: Open to all youth division college-level students
What: Oil and water paintings

Prints

Graphic design

For application information, please contact your region office or Valerie Thomas or Jeff Farr at the World Culture Center, (310) 451-8811.

ond




DECEMBER 26, 1997 * WORLD TRIBUNE

OPINION

NO ARTICLE VIEW AVAILABLE

- The:World
SGI U | Yribune is the
S | weekly
A | newspaper of
Soka Gakkai International-USA | the SQLUSA.

OUR ORGANIZATION

SGI-USA (Soka Gakkai International- vsm i9:8n American
Buddhist organization based: on.the philosophy of the
Nichiren school of Mahayana Buddhism. The SGI exists in
128 countries and has ity international center in Japan, where
the organization was founded in 1930. In the World Tribune,
you’ll see news of our organization both in America and in-
ternationally.

OURPURPOSE

The SGI-USA promotes. peace and individual happiness
based on Nichiren Daishonin’s Buddhism. Our position is that
peace in the commumty — whether it be'in a neighborhood
or the world — is inseparably linked with individuals’ hap-
to become happler and contnbute posmvely to soc1ety Inthe
World Tribune, you'll see experiences from members about
this process, which we call human revolution.

"OUR PRACTICE

Our basic practice is chanting the phrase Nam-myoho-renge-
kyo to the Gohonzon, our object of worship. According to
Nichiren Daishonin, the workings of the universe are an ex-
pncssiou of the law of Nam-myoho-renge-kyo. So chanting
it allows us to-be in tune with our environment and create the
most value. The World Tribune cames many study amoles to
explain- thepnoacem detait: R .

OUR HERITAGE

Myoho-renge-kyo is the title of thé Lotus Sutra, which is the
foundation of Nichiren Daishonin’s Buddhism. This sutra,
Shakaymuni Buddha’s highest teaching, sets forth that the
" Buddha nature is inberent in allliving: thiings-— all

have.the potential to become Budd Nichiren Dmshomn

a Japanese priest who tived in the 13¢h céntury, championed
the Lotus Sutra and introduced thie concrete way of putting it
into practice, the chanting and sharing of Nam-myoho-renge-
kyo. Inkeeping with the sutra’s teaching that people are Bud-
dhas, the SGI teaches that the heritage of this Buddhism is

i from: gemaﬁon to generation of the people.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Contact the SG1-USA community center nearest you
— there are more than 60 across the country. (You
can look in the phone book or call our national
headquarters at (310) 451-8811.) The community
center can direct you to SGI-USA members in your
town, so you can ask questions and find out more.
Our website address is www.sgi-usa.org
or you can e-mail us at sgiusal@aol.com.

TO SUBSCRIBE

To subscribe to the World Tribune, or our companion
publication, Living Buddhism, a monthly magazine,

please call us at (800) 835-4558
or e-mail us at SGI SUBS@aol.com.

A Fortunate New Year

he very mention of Nichiren

Daishonin’s “New Year’s
Gosho” for many of us calls to
mind New Year’s Day gongyo
meetings of years past. Everyone dressed in their
Sunday best and laughing. Sake in paper cups and
mochi cakes wrapped in napkins. Someone gets
up to read the “New Year’s Gosho,” and another
new year begins. “New Year’s Day marks the first
day, the first month, the beginning of the year and
the start of spring,” Nichiren Daishonin says here
(The Major Writings of Nichiren Daishonin, vol.
1,p.271).

In this short letter, the Daishonin asserts that
“a person who celebrates this day will gain virtue
and be loved by all....” (MW-1, 271). Usually this
is the part we remember the best. We’ve come to
New Year’s gongyo to make the most of this first
day, to “gain virtue” by starting the year off as best
we know how.

But is Nichiren Daishonin saying that anyone
who celebrates New Year’s increases his or her
fortune? There are, of course, many different ways
of welcoming the new year — from singing “Auld
Lang Syne” to making New Year’s resolutions.
From the standpoint of Buddhism, does any cel-
ebration of the new ycar lead to virtue?

Later in this Gosho, the Daishonin clarifies
that it’s the person who upholds the Lotus Sutra
who gathers this virtue. It’s the person who up-
holds the spirit of Buddhism at New Year's.

The Daishonin in fact makes a strict compari-
son between those who are for the Lotus Sutra and
those against it, saying that “Japan, in becoming
anenemy of the Lotus Sutra, has now invited mis-
fortune from a thousand miles afar, whereas those
who believe in the Lotus Sutra will gather fortune
from ten thousand miles afar” (MW-1, 272).

It’s interesting that Nichiren Daishonin’s guid-
ance for the very beginning of the year applies di-
rectly to the temple issue we are now experienc-
ing. The Nichiren Shoshu priests have gone

EDITORIAL

against the Lotus Sutra’s spirit
by trying to claim this teaching
meant for all people as their own
special teaching. For instance,
the very idea, which resurfaced in 1997, that the
priests can excommunicate people (telling them
that they can’t attain enlightenment without the
priesthood’s help) is in opposition to the spirit of
Buddhism.

New Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day gongyo
meetings this year are particularly significant be-
cause of the Dec. 31 deadline Nichiren Shoshu has
set for U.S. members to join the temple as part of
its re-excommunication plan (see “Editorial,” Oct.
17 World Tribune). If we don’t join the temple,
each of us will be excommunicated — again —
on New Year’s Eve. To celebrate New Year’s 1998
with the SGl is, then, to stand up to this bullying.
It is to share in the fortune of a group of everyday
people who protect Buddhism.

The Daishonin says elsewhere that “eight
means to open one’s body and mind as the Mys-
tic Law” (Gosho Zenshu, p. 745). In 1998, which
marks eight years since President lkeda’s 1990
visitto Los Angeles and eight years since the start
of the temple issue, the SGI-USA will celebrate
notonly New Year’s but the 70th birthday of Pres-
ident Ikeda, Jan. 2, the fifth anniversary of “The
Sun of Jiyu Over a New Land,” Jan. 27, and the
40th anniversaries of Kosen-rufu Day, March 16,
and President Toda’s death, April 2. Culture fes-
tivals are planned for Los Angeles in March and
Chicago in June. New community centers are to
open in New Jersey and Orlando, Fla., as well as
in the Boston and Philadelphia joint territories.
The Los Angeles Friendship Center and the SGI
Headquarters in Los Angeles are scheduled to
open by the end of 1998.

As individuals and as an organization, we have
the chance to open up everything in the new year.
Toopen our lives. To open our activities. To ““gather
fortune from ten thousand miles afar.” W1l

What Do You Think?

Please write to us and let us know your thoughts on the World Tribune.

What articles do you like or dislike? Which types would you like to see more of, less of?
Do you have ideas to make the paper better? Do you have questions you'd like answered?
Would you like to get involved in your local area? We welcome all letters at:
Mailbox, World Tribune, 525 Wilshire Bivd., Santa Monica, CA-90401.
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This Era of New Beginnings

I am a 78-year-old practitioner of Nichiren Daishonin’s Bud-
dhism. I was introduced to this Buddhism 19 years ago by my
son, who has been practicing for 22 years. I have chanted 36
million daimoku since I started practicing and have received
wonderful benefits. My life has never been more exciting and
fulfilling, and I am challenging still greater goals.

I wish to make a comment regarding the temple issue. Re-
cently, due to the discussion of events concerning the priesthood
and the SGI, I have realized a new feeling of joy and awe. I am
so fortunate to live in this era of new beginnings. Specifically,
with regard to the SGI and SGI President Ikeda’s struggles to
correctly propagate Nichiren Daishonin’s Buddhism, I am re-
minded of Martin Luther and John Calvin, who began new re-
ligious organizations to protect the integrity of their beliefs. The
similarity of that period in history with the present situation
struck me one day just before our monthly discussion meeting,
and I shared this insight with the members of my district.

We are now part of a new experience in a historic time. We
are truly the pioneers of Nichiren Daishonin’s true teachings.
The SGI is in the process of guiding us and future genera-
tions onto the right path. Leaving the corruption and immoral
behavior of priests behind, we are forging the way to crys-
tallize and protect Buddhism. What a privilege to be born in
this century!

— EVABAN, Three Rivers, Calif.

Voluntary Striving

I have heard the concept of “training” over the past 21 years
of my Buddhist practice. However, it is now, as we patiently
restructure the SGI-USA geographically, that I feel my life
being “trained” in the most natural and humane manner.

Llive in the city of West Hollywood, Calif. Throughout the
past few months, I have found myself in gatherings with
many new faces. I’'m getting to know members who have
taken on leadership responsibilities and members who have
never done so. With little or no attention to titles, we have
been carrying on dialogue — not always sharing the same
views. What has begun to resonate with me is the fact that we
are actually creating an atmosphere, an organization, of mu-
tual respect and total equality.

The era of superstar leaders is clearly behind us. Coming
together is a core of strong, self-motivated practitioners who
dre not looking for one leader to come rescue them or the var-
lous discussion groups. Several years ago, SGI President
Ikeda said: “Kosen-rufu will be advanced by brave people
armed with the spirit of independence who voluntarily strive
to fulfill the vow they made at the time of kuon ganjo.”
Here, as 1997 draws to a close, | find myself in the midst of
such people. I am shedding ycars of judgment and criticism.
I — who for over two decades, have accepted different lead-
ership positions — am stripped (so to speak), forced to chal-
lenge my ego and to expand my life. How wonderful. I be-
licve I'm on the path of discovering what it means to truly
treasure both my life and the lives of others equally. It is pre-
cisely this process which gives me tremendous hope for the
future of our movement and specifically for the growth | en-
vision in my city of West Hollywood.

— RICHARD CASSELMAN, West Hollywood, Calif.

Letters printed here do not necessarily reflect the opinions of
the SGI-USA or the World Tribune.

In the “Muailbox,” we will publish members’ comments,
suggestions and questions as they pertain to the World Tri-
bunc. Because of volume, not all letrers can be printed. bui
they are all read. All letters are subject to condensation.

Willing To Speak Out

PERSPECTIVE

Yukiko Sugihara’s talk
at the Simon
Wiesenthal Center in

Los Angeles gave Yvette
Edmond even more

courage to speak out
against discrimination.

_SANTA MONICA, CALIF. _

ver since I can remember, |

have hated discrimination
in any form. My experiences as
an African American woman
left me with intolerance for any
type of discrimination. 1 often
find myself speaking out against
discrimination, even when it is
not aimed at me or any group to
which [ belong. In September of
this year I made a pledge with
another SGI member to chal-
lenge discriminatory
statements any time I
hear them.

I have always be-
lieved that two of the
main causes for hate
and discrimination are
that good people allow
such statements to be
made while disagree-
ing in silence, and that
those who discriminate
lack the ability to fully
comprehend others’
suffering.

I'have always wanted
to understand the karma
and how to end the
heavy suffering of peo-
ple of African decent,
both in America and
abroad. Specifically,
America’s history of
slavery has been a
source of shame for me. Al-
though sympathetic to others’
suffering and a willing partici-
pant in the struggle to end dis-
crimination, | have often won-
dered in front of the Gohonzon,
“Who will care about and who
will truly understand the plight of
the descendants of Africa?”’

OnDec. 7, the Simon Wiesen-
thal Center and Museum of Tol-
erance presented an evening with
Yukiko Sugihara as part of the
center’s Makiguchi Lecture Se-

Contact us via the Internet . .

\$
N !
Yukiko Sugihara, speaking at the Simon Wiese

Center, described her husband's enabling more than
3,000 Jews to escape the Nazis in World War I1.

ries (the first lecturer in this an-
nual series was SGI President
Ikeda in 1996). She is the widow
of Chiune Sugihara, who served
as the Japanese consul to Lithua-
nia at the beginning of World War
11. While living at the consulate,
the Sugiharas one day found the
building surrounded by more
than 300 Jewish people, many of
whom had walked from Poland
to seek travel visas, so that they
might escape into Russia and
avoid being rounded up and
killed by the Nazis.

Mr. Sugihara faced a dilemma:
Trying to save people by granting
visas meant defying his govern-
ment, destroying his career and
endangering his family. On three
occasions the Japanese govern-
ment expressly ordered him not
to grant the visas. However, after
consulting his wife, who gave
him her full support, and after his
S-year-old son asked him to help
the Jewish people, Mr. Sugihara
began granting visas.

At the time, the Sugiharas’
children ranged in age from 5
years to a few months. The Sugi-

2ol
4

haras feared that they would be-
come targets for the Nazis, but
Mr. Sugihara continued to grant
visas. He signed visas all day
and into the night until his hands
and arms ached. After more than
300 visas had been granted, the
Sugiharas were ordered to leave
Lithuania and be stationed else-
where. Even when all their offi-
cial papers were packed, and
they were boarding the train to
leave, Mr. Sugihara continued
to write visas by hand. By the

Photo by GHE_(_!ORV NAKASUN
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time the Sugiharas left, more
than 3,000 visas had been
granted. The Sugiharas had
fought to the last minute.

That was only the beginning
of the story. Because of their
actions, the Sugiharas, along
with their children, were placed
in an internment camp for one
year. After finally returning to
Japan, Mr. Sugihara was dis-
missed as a government offi-
cial. According to Mrs. Sugi-
hara, he never made excuses or
regretted his actions on behalf
of the Jewish people, even
though it cost him and his fam-
ily personal hardship.

Mrs. Sugihara s a frail woman
about 5 feet tall and well into her
80s, yet she travels all over the
world to tell her story of courage,
humanism and compassion. She
told us that she felt the important
thing was that all racism be erased
and that young people who had
not known war learn about it
through books and stories, so that
they never desire to create war.

At the end of her talk in Los
Angeles, aman who as a young
boy had received visa No.
2,013 presented her with
flowers and thanked her
for his life. He reported
that of the “Sugihara
Jews,” there are today
more than 50,000 de-
scendants. The Sugiha-
ras’ courageous actions
made a difference. Their
action gives life to Presi-
dent Ikeda’s declaration
that the change in the des-
tiny of a single individual
can bring about a change
in the destiny of a nation.

When 1 first encoun-
tered Mrs. Sugihara, she
was sitting casually in the
lobby of the Wicsenthal
Center talking with any-
one who would come by
to meet her. She was truly
a common human being.

This encounter helped me
come to terms with my Ameri-
can experience. I believe onc
thing to learn from this lecture is
that we must not be ashamed of
the hardships we face but must
all continue to share our stories
so that the world never forgets
the consequences of war, hatred.
slavery and oppression, and that
we must each, as common peo-
ple, be willing to speak out
against discrimination without
concern for our lives. Wi}

nthal

E-mail to Editorial: SokaNews@aol.com or Subscriptions: SGI SUBS@aol.com
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Recovery
Group Marks
First
Anniversary

CORRESPONDENT
North Hollywood, Calif., Oct. 19

The daimoku was strong and
the spirits were high as mem
bers of the so-called Lotusjs
Group recently celebrated theirfg
first “year of consistency” —
meeting on the third Sunday of
every month, despite obstaclesMembers of the Lotus Group

Photo by JERI LOVE
i

SGI Vice Presidents
Appointed

EXECUTIVE EDITOR
Santa Monica, Calif., Dec. 12

meeting, held in Japan on
Nov. 14.

SGI-USA Senior Vice
The reappointment of SGI- General Director Daniel Na-
USA General Director Fred gashima was also appointed
M. Zaitsu and General Di- as an SGI vice president.
rector Emeritus George M. There are 16 SGI vice
Williams as SGI vice presi- presidents throughout the
dents was announced atvorld, each serving a two-
the SGI's annual directorsyear term. WT}

to help members use their Bud-celebrate the one-year anniversary

dhist practice to overcome theof their informal gathering, which

suffering of addiction in their meets monthly to help members

lives. use their Buddhist practice to
“We are committed to prov- overcome addiction.

ing the validity of Nichiren

Daishonin’s Buddhism as the

first-rate human beings,” saidto terms with their own issues,
Frazier Thompson, co-founderas they relate to addiction and
of group. “Through our faith, co-dependency.

Irene Wang is appointed
the new SGI-USA
basis for our development adaith-based dialogue and comeByakuren chief, Dec. 4.

New Byakuren Chlef Appointed

Pholc by LISA HOLLIS

|

spend many hours changing
3,000 batteries in the equipment.
Facing mountains of equipment
and batteries, | realized how
noble the Byakuren mission is. If
justone machine lost power, one
person from a distant country

By IRENE WANG

SGI-USA BYAKUREN CHIEF

education, awareness and by It was at Robert Inatomi’s

encouraging self-empower-suggestion that the memberi

ment, we have an opportunitystart meeting a year ago. Hav

to revitalize appreciation foring a son in recovery for six connected with the SGI and als¢
years, Mr. Inatomi, who is Los started attending high schoo|
The meetings are open tcAngeles #1 Joint Territory and participating in the Fife and

our own lives.”

would leave the meeting feeling
discouraged.

As Byakuren chief, | am de-
termined to provide the same op-
portunities for Byakuren mem-
bers that my Byakuren big sisters

n 1986, shortly after my ar-
rival in the United States, | re-

members and guests who eitheguidance staff, said that addic-Drum Corps. Despite my faith in
have an addiction problem ortion affects everyone, not justthe practice, | did not enjoy the
are in a relationship with a per-the person with the problem. activities, because | was forced
son who is addicted. The mem- “Whatever you're chanting by my mother to go. Sometimesirene Wang, Byakuren chief.
bers define addiction as “afor, don't give up,” Mr. Inatomi we had to get up at 4:00 a.m. st
pathological relationship with told the members during hiswe could do gongyo and be at

gave to me. | will raise capable
young women by supporting and
entrusting them with important
responsibilities, making sure that
the Byakuren organization will

Lastyear, | supported the 21sprovide a warm environment in

any mood-altering person,words of encouragement.the meeting site by 7:00, threeSGI General Meeting and othewhich all young women can chal-
place, substance or thing thatAll of your prayers will be hours before the meetingevents atthe Florida Nature andenge themselves and overcome

has life-damaging conse-answered.” started.
guences. The key word is

pathological.This is what sep- get to the Gohonzon,

Culture Center. | was assistingall obstacles in life. The SGI-
He added, “The sooner you Butlwas soimpressed by thewith the translation equipmentUSA Byakuren is looking for-
thepeople who worked behind theused for representatives fromward to developing into a group

arates a habit from addiction,quicker you will have the free- scenes, like the Byakuren memthroughout the world. Before that is global and capable of co-

and it is why there is no suchdom to live a full life.” bers, so | joined Byakurenwheneach major meeting,

five ordinating movements to wel-
Byakuren members wouldcome international membeili

-y

L

thing as a positive addiction.”  Atthe end of the meeting, thel turned 18.

The meetings serve as anembers made a determination

forum, providing an open andto expand this faith-based ac-

supportive environment wheretivity to reach out to more mem- / N\
participants have an opportu-bers who are suffering because

nity to share, participate inof addiction. W] The Student F||eS
Name: Minako Shibazaki

Groundbreaking for Friendship

Center Is a Community Event School:  University of Texas
at San Antonio
GROUNDBREAKING, rrom pae 1 formative presence that she be-| Major:  Bilingual—bicultural

lieved can bring about what are

thanked the SGI “for being here.called in Swahiliumojaand
Our mission will be to support ujama— unity and harmony.
you wherever we can in what- But it was 97-year-old com-
ever way we can, and make surenunity activist Annie Jo Robert-
you can do the work you do.” son who made the greatest im-

And keynote speaker Lulapact with her advice on “how to
Washington, whose Contempo-stay here even longer than me”
rary Dance Theater is based ir— “You have to treat people the
the neighborhood, sensed “posway you'd like to be treated,”
itive energy — an overwhelm- she said.
ing force bubbling up and ex- The Friendship Center, the
panding out into the area.” Shefirst SGI structure in Los Ange-
called the future center a “safdes to be built from the ground
haven where young people camp, is scheduled to open in late

education

am currently going for my master’s inand religions of various cultures. Unlike

bilingual-bicultural education with a other students, who have to do research t
concentration in English as a Second Larfind out about religions, | can discuss the
guage. Upon moving to the United StateBaishonin’s Buddhism with my classmates
from Japan, | enrolled in ESL courses anand teachers based on what I've learned 3
found them to be invaluable to my learnmeetings and from my experiences.
ing process. My goal now is to teach Eng- So most of my classmates know that |
lish to non-English speakers using whatdm a Buddhist. And many of them come to
have learned as an ESL student myself. me to find out more about this Buddhism.

In my program, not only do we study then fact, some often call me for advice from
English language but also the philosophigbe Buddhist perspective!

Wi

L/
D

come and be inspired,” a trans41998. T}
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SHELLEY COHEN, BOSTON

I Can Win

Low self-esteem kept
Shelley Cohen from
excelling in her career as
a teacher. Thanks to her
Buddbhist practice,
Shelley — still
challenged but no longer
hobbled by this self-
doubt — now has a job
where she can show just
how good she is.

ver since I can remem-

ber, I have been plagued

by self-doubt and low

self-esteem. All through
public school, [ was sure that my
teachers hated me. During my col-
lege years, I often felt lonely and
incapable. 1 transferred twice.
each time hoping that a new cam-
pus environment would alleviate
my unhappiness.

At age 20, my mother died,
and my fears deepened. Over the
years. 1 consulted many thera-
pists, who assured me that I was
acapable and intelligent person.
However, in the depths of my
life, I did not believe them, and
[ continued to cling to my feel-
ings of inadequacy.

In my mid-20s. I was intro-
duced to the Gohonzon by a
roommate. After two years of
observing the changes she was
making in her life and recading
her copies of the World Tribune
(without her knowing it), I de-
cided to try chanting. In March
1979, I received the Gohonzon.
At the time, I was attending
graduate school and working to-
ward a degree in early child-
hood special education. My
Buddhist practice enabled me
10 appreciate being in school.
For the first time. I simply en-
joyed learning and meeting new
people. 1 did very well in all my
course work.

During direct service with the
children, however, my self-
doubt emerged, especially when
Fknew I was being observed and
“judged” by someone else. Even
though I knew I had the poten-
tial to become a good teacher, [
justdidn’tseem to have any con-
trol over these decp-rooted feel-
ings of not being good enough.
[ always felt that someone else
could do it hetter.

In her essay “How Will We
Make a Great America?” Wendy
Clark. SGI-USA women's divi-

sion chief, writes: “The greatest
gaps...are the gaps we have
within our lives. They show up
as little voices in our lives that
judge and criticize our dreams,
that tell us that whatever we’re
doing or thinking is not good
enough. Or as that part of our
lives that will only settle for per-
fection, thus keeping us from
doing anything at all.... They
separate us from our true selves,
which, after all, is a large part of
what keeps us from displaying
our inherent humanity and real-
izing our potential.”

I feel that the process of “ac-
tively closing the gap” exactly
describes my battle over the 10
years or more from the time I re-
ceived the Gohonzon.

I am not going to discuss the
details of my decade of struggle.
[ will just say that from 1979 to
1989, 1 was fired from all four
teaching positions that [ held.
During this time, I continued to
chant consistently and to main-
tain my position as a women’s
division district leader.

I remember chanting just to
be normal, to be able to change
my karma, so that I could keep
a job and not have to face this
sense of loss and defeat every

-year. | also constantly sought

guidance. Rob Eppsteiner,
Boston Joint Territory chief at
the time, always motivated me
to have a start-from-now atti-
tude and to continue to chal-
lenge my situation.

Even though I used my Bud-
dhist practice to make specific
breakthroughs and changes. my
self-doubt would resurface in a
new situation. I was suffering so
much from one job that I would
get up at 4:00 a.m. and chant
two hours of daimoku before
work. Chanting to change my-
self was like banging my hcad
against a wall, because I had to
fight against so much negativ-
ity. Reading SGI President
Ikeda’s guidance invariably en-
couraged me. | continually read
this poem:

Struggles and hardships!

In their midst. you will
develop true humanity.

In their midst, vou will
forge an iron will.

In their midst, vou will
know real tears.

In their midst, there lies the
human revolution.

Eventually, [ began to appre-
ciate this negative situation as an
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opportunity to see what exactly
in my life I needed to change to
be happy and to realize my
childhood dream of being an ef-
fective teacher.

One day after chanting, I
looked though the want ads and
saw that a nearby preschool
(non-special education) was
looking for a summer toddler
teacher. I applied and was of-
fered the position. I enjoyed the
change from the intensity of
special education, and 1 con-
tinue to work there still. In this
environment, | focused on cur-
riculum development and used
the classroom behavioral skills
I had gained from my previous
jobs. I soon developed an ex-
cellent reputation at the school.
The salary, however, was ex-
tremely poor. and I was strug-
gling tinancially.

Four years ago, | began to
look for a position in the public
schools, as an integrated
preschool teacher. The first year,
I applied to the programs I saw
advertised in the newspaper. Al-
though [ was granted interviews,
[ was not hired. | then began to
meet periodically with a career
counselor at the college place-
ment office. We developed a
great rapport. She. too, con-
stantly encouraged me not to
give up.

. s LU eRy * »
d for me, says Shelley Cohen. But it's a challenge she faces and wins every day.

Again and again, I had to
face the Gohonzon with a de-
termination to win and to battle
my tendency to be discouraged.
Even the teachers at my school
did not believe that I would
ever achieve my goal. Although
I still had not obtained the po-
sition I wanted, I found that my
environment was working to
protect me. My uncle, deter-
mined to help me find a job,
paid for me to take several ed-
ucation courses so that 1 could
be current in the education
field. He also enabled me to see
a career counsclor more con-
sistently. This counselor in-
formed me that I needed to net-
work. and 1 realized that |
needed to adapt more dynamic
job search strategies.

In July 1996. I saw that the
perfect position for me was
available in a public school
program. I chanted intensely
and then called the director. |
had met her on a few occasions
at my current preschool but
had never worked directly with
her. [ was granted an interview
but again felt discouraged
about the possibility of being
hired. I continued to chant to
win, however.

A month later, I had the job
with full benefits. My salary in-
creased tremendously.

A Great Gift Idea!

First printed in 1978, Songs from My Heart by Daisaku
Ikeda is a collection of poems celebrating youth,
change and progress. Translated by Burton Watson
with power and emotion true to the author, these gen-
uinely are songs from the heart of Daisaku lkeda.

Price: $14.95 M/0#: 0346

I am doing well at my posi-
tion. All the children in my class
are making gains. More impor-
tant, however. my supervisor
tells the other teachers that they
should come see the happiness
and excitement of the children
inmy class. [ no longer fear that
I will be fired from my teaching
positions. I have extended my
hours in the public school and
now can devote all my energy to
this program.

Through my Buddhist prac-
tice. I have realized that I do not
have to be perfect. I can make
mistakes. And 1 can also learn
from them and change. Wendy
Clark also writes: “In reality.
‘actively closing the gap’ is the
opposite of being a victim. It's
the opposite of losing our self-
identity and self-estecem to feel-
ings of shame and inferiority. It
is the experience of having ab-
solute control of ourselves and
absolute control of our rela-
tionships with others and with
our environment.”

Self-doubt is a constant bat-
tleground for me. However. |
feel so much better about my-
self. I know that if I chant hard
enough. I can tap the Buddha
naturc in my life. [ can bring it
outand have a positive effect on
the world around me.

I can win! W]
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Something
Is Wrong

By CRAIG GREEN
SGI-USA YOUTH DIVISION STUDY COMMITTEE

I certainly have no intention of
censuring the sons of the
Buddha. My only hatred is for
the act of slandering the Law.
(The Major Writings of Nichiren
Daishonin, vol. 2 [2nd ed.}, p. 35)

his comes from the “Rissho

Ankoku Ron,” which Nichiren
Daishonin submitted to the Japan-
ese government. He argued that by
supporting the priests of heretical
temples, the government was in
fact leading the people of Japan
into hellish times. The Daishonin
clarifies that his stance is not
against priests — it is against
slanderous acts that priests are
performing.

One of the most profound as-
pects of our practice is the assur-
ance that the entirety of our lives —
our destiny — lies within our con-
trol. With our actions and prayers
to the Gohonzon, we can change
any situation into one of tremen-
dous value and joy. Yet, the priests
of Nichiren Shoshu would have us
believe otherwise. Nikken, and
those who support him, would have
us believe that our growth depends
upon our obedience to a high priest.
They would have us believe that
priests, by the very nature of their
position, are higher in stature than
lay believers. They would have us
believe that true happiness will
never be ours without their say so.

When [ think about these illogi-
cal, perverted theories of Nichiren
Shoshu, I sometimes wonder what
Nichiren Daishonin would think. I
think about the unconscionable ac-
tions that Nikken has taken — from
excommunicating millions of SGI
members to petitioning the Japanese
government to disband the Soka
Gakkai. Nichiren Daishonin’s Bud-
dhism was founded on a deep con-
cern for common people. It was not
intended to be a pedestal for priests
to look down on lay believers. Nor
was itintended to be a vehicle of au-
thority for a high priest.

There is nothing wrong with
being a priest or being part of the
priesthood. But when you inten-
tionally lead people away from the
spirit of Nichiren Daishonin,
something is wrong. Slanderously
wrong. WT)

JAN. 27, 1993 — ‘THE Sun OF “Jivu” OVER A NEw LanD’

The How-To of ‘Jiyu’

SIGNIFICANT DATE

By JEFF FARR
ASSOCIATE EDITOR

April 29, 1992. The not guilty ver-
dictis handed down in the Rodney King
trial, and Los Angeles goes crazy. The

. policemen who beat King seem to be off

the hook — even though most Ameri-
cans saw the tape of King being clubbed
56 times."It’s the last straw for many
Los Angelenos frustrated with the racial
injustice they see in their city. For sev-
eral days, civil unrest continues as the
world watches via CNN — with jaws
dropped. This is sunny Southern Cali-
fornia? This is America, the great melt-
ing pot?

Jan. 27, 1993. On his first visit to Los
Angeles since the riots, SGI President
Ikeda introduces a new poem, “The Sun
of Jiyu Over aNew Land.” “Although this
poem is dedicated to the Los Angeles
members,” he begins, “it goes without
saying that its message is relevant to all
SGI-USA members.” In verse, he shares
his reaction to the unrest: how heart-bro-
ken he was when he heard the news, how
he set everything aside to pray for the
people’s safety. And he asks all Ameri-

cans to seek their true roots in the life-con-
dition of jiyu or Buddhahood — in roots
deeper than race, in roots that we all share.

B ut once we believe in these roots,
once we accept this identity, how do
we express jiyu to others, to society? This
is the question we’ve been asking our-
selves for five years. In the poem, Presi-
dent Ikeda gives some practical points on
what we might call the “how to” of jiyu:

Buddhism is reason.

Therefore always maintain self-control.
Be the master of your actions.
Exercise common sense in society.
Keep a smiling countenance at home.

Nichiren Daishonin, too, emphasized
that Buddhist practice comes down to
how we act in the real world. In “The
Three Kinds of Treasure,” he said that
“the real meaning of the Lord Shakya-
muni’s appearance in this world lay in
his behavior as a human being” (The
Major Writings of Nichiren Daishonin,
vol. 2 [2nd ed.], p. 240). This letter was
written to Shijo Kingo in 1277, when
Kingo was in a lot of trouble with peo-
ple around him — his lord had reduced
his holdings, his peers were spreading
rumors about him, etc.

And the Daishonin strictly encour-
aged him to keep his composure. No mat-

N

ter what people said to him or did to him,
he shouldn’t lose his temper. This is the
way of jiyu as set forth by the Daishonin.

Today’s society is one big difficult
situation — and what it needs most is
people of composure, people of ideas
and solutions, people of jiyu. The role of
our Buddhist organization is thus to
renew our troubled society through the
positive example we set as a group.

For five years, the Los Angeles orga-
nization and the whole SGI-USA have
grown by trying to realize this principle of
“The Sun of Jiyu” through projects bene-
fiting not just the organization but the
country. The poem was a motivation be-
hind the formation of a national Diversity
Committee, which met for a year and a
half and showed how a religious organi-
zation can face issues of diversity. And it
was an inspiration behind the organiza-
tion’s geographic reorganization — the
effort to invest our organization in com-
munities and let communities feel in-
vested in us.

Next March, the Los Angeles organi-
zation will hold a culture festival cele-
brating the poem’s fifth-anniversary and
all the progress we’ve made since Jan. 27,
1993. The poem’s fifth anniversary is a
reminder that the time has come for the
SGI-USAtotake increasing leadership in
American society as the “brilliant, burn-
ing sun” of President Ikeda’s poem. i

DETERMINATION

Do, Or Do Not!

BUDDHIST CONCEPT

By SEWARD HUNG

NEW YORK CORRESPONDENT

Delermination — either you’ve got
it or you don’t.

Long ago, in a galaxy far, far away....
No, I'm not referring to the world of Luke
Skywalker in the Star Wars movies. I'm
talking about the previous incarnation of
the SGI-USA, better known as NSA. Back
then, the Buddhist term for determination
or deep-seated resolve, ichinen, was
thrown around a lot. You would often hear
statements like “I've got a lot of ichinen,”
or “My ichinen is strong.” Just what is
ichinen, anyway, and why should we care
about its meaning?

Ichi of ichinen literally means one but
can also mean only, first, highest or ulti-
mate. Nen literally means present thought
or present mind. Taken together, ichinen
can be construed to mean our highest pre-
sent thought. The Buddhist view of de-
termination, then, is our foremost prayer.

The last time I checked, foremost
was a superlative. By definition, a su-

perlative is a yes-or-no, on-or-off con-
dition. Something is either the best,
worst, loudest, softest, biggest, small-
est — or it isn’t. No in-betweens al-
lowed. Many people used to (and actu-
ally still do) use ichinen as a variable
quantity: “I’ve got a lot of ichinen.”
“My ichinen is strong.”

The truth is, in Buddhism either we
have determination or we don’t. It’s an
endpoint, if you will. Our foremost
prayer is the result of a great deal of con-
centration, soul searching and courage.

For example, either you have the de-
termination to exercise or you don’t. My
inability to work out regularly is not the
result of insufficient or weak determina-
tion — the determination simply wasn’t
there to begin with. Either that or [ some-
how lost it along the way, much to the dis-
appointment of my doctor.

This leads me to my main point in dis-
cussing Buddhist determination: how it
relates to our enlightenment. From time
to time — usually when I behave too
much like a foolish mortal — I ask my-
self whether I have the determination to
become enlightened or not. This usually
causes me to chant about what I must do
to bring out my best.

Now that I'm in my mid-30s, I’m just
getting a glimpse of how painfully short
life is. If [ live to be 70, then half of my
life is already gone! Truly, as Nichiren
Daishonin writes, “Time passes as
quickly as a white colt glimpsed though
acrack in the wall” (The Major Writings
of Nichiren Daishonin, vol. 5, p. 41).
When I consider how many dreams I have
yet to realize (with attaining enlighten-
ment as the ultimate goal), I can’t help but
feel the need to reexamine and revitalize
my practice each and every moment —to
make sure [ have determination.

Unfortunately, my mind tends to wan-
der off from my dreams — often. That’s
why I need to chant. If I could depend on
concentration or willpower alone to get
things done, [ wouldn’t need the Gohon-
zon or Nam-myoho-renge-kyo. Experi-
ence has shown me otherwise.

Chanting is the way toengrave my pur-
pose in my heart, where it becomes my de-
termination. In The Empire Strikes Back,
Luke Skywalker’s teacher Yoda warns
him to “do, or do not! There is no ‘try’!”
The Buddhist view of determination, like-
wise, is that it’s a matter of doing. It’s a
manifestation of courage and faith, not a
relative measure of commitment. i
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The Power of You
Is Magnificent
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SGI President lkeda gave the
Jfollowing address at the
conferral of an honorary
docrorate from the National
University of Mongolia,
Nov. & The conferral was
held in conjunction with the
16th Headquarters Leaders
Meeting, which commem-
orated Nov. 18, the
anniversary of the Soka
Gakkai’s founding.

will begin by oftering my
greetings and expressing
my deepest appreciation
and respect to President
Tserensodnom Gantsog of the
National University of Mongo-
lia and his wite, Chuluun Ulzii-
saikhan: Vice President Abish

Mekei: and distinguished mem-

bers of the faculty. [ humbly ac-
cept the honorary doctorate of
humanities just bestowed upon
me by the National University of
Mongolia, a proud academic in-
stitute of great promise forging
a rainbow bridge of peace and
friendship into the 2 I st century.
Once again, allow me to express
my profound gratitude for this
great honor.

Mongolia is well known for
its beautiful, golden autumns.
For SGI members, the autumn
month of November is also a
golden month in which we cel-
ebrate our organization’s found-
ing. I share the honor I have re-
ceived on this auspicious
occasion with my fellow mem-
bers in 128 countries around the
world.

The Beautiful
Land of Mongolia

I am reminded of a stanza
trom the poem **“My Homeland”
by the great Mongolian poet
Dashdorjiyn Natsagdorj:

The snowcapped peaks
gleaming in the distance

The broad grasslands
unfolding beneath the
vast blue sky

Noble summits commanding
the horizon

An endless sea of grass
soothing the spirit

This is the beauty of

K
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SGI President Ikeda receives an honorary doctorate from the National

Uniersity of Mongolia, described by the

SGI leader as an ‘institute of great promise forging a rainbow bridge of peace and friendship;

Mongolia, my homeland.

The skies over the beautiful
land of Mongolia are vast and
blue. The earth is green and
stretches as far as the eye can
see. The snowy mountains that
tower in the distance are enor-
mous. Everything in Mongolia
1s large in scale, as are the hearts
of the Mongolian people. How
different from Japan, with its
cramped space and narrow-
minded people.

Education Is the Key

Mongolia is a great nation of
youth and education, brimming
with a lively desire for learning.
The average age of Mongolian
citizens is 18. I have heard that
one-third of the population is ei-
ther students or otherwise in-
volved in the educational system.
Education is the key to fostering
people and to building the future.
No matter how wealthy a nation
may be, it has no future without
the education of its citizens.

Today, we have the honor of
welcoming a youthful prince of
intellect and learning who has
stood at the forefront of educa-
tion in Mongolia, President
Gantsog. He is a brilliant physi-
cist and only 36 years old.

On Nov. 2, we laid the foun-
dation stone for Soka Univer-
sity’s new main building
[scheduled for completion in
1999]. On that occasion, we
placed in the foundation com-
memorative medals from 180
universities around the world.
The very first medal to arrive,
before any of the others, was
from the National University
of Mongolia. | couldn’t help
but be impressed with the light-
ning response of the univer-
sity’s youthful president.

The power of youth is mag-
nificent.

Incidentally, the interpreter
for Dr. Gantsog’s address ear-
lier, Yukimasa Nakano, is a
graduate of Soka Senior High
School in Tokyo. I understand
that he decided to study Mon-
golian because he was certain
that at some time in the future
the Soka Gakkai would hold ex-
changes with Mongolia. 1 praise
him for following through on
this decision and thank him for
his efforts today.

A postgraduate student at the
Tokyo University of Foreign
Studies, Mr. Nakano is currently
attending the National Univer-
sity of Mongolia as an exchange
student.

A Request | Could
No Longer Refuse

We are very fortunate today
to have members of both the
Makiguchi and Toda families in
attendance. [ was only 32 when
I succeeded President Toda and
became the third president of the
Soka Gakkai. Mr. Toda clearly
stated his wish for the future, de-
claring: “I will entrust the posi-
tion of third president to some-
one young. Young people are
most trustworthy. If everyonc
supports the third president, our
great dream of kosen-rufu can
be accomplished.” When my
beloved mentor died, the media
went mad with wild predictions
that the Soka Gakkai would fall
apart or collapse. As always,
their reports about our organi-
zation were reckless and un-
founded.

At that time, I was on trial
for election violations I never
committed, and 1 was very ill,
too, suffering from a constant
high fever. I was approached
repeatedly about taking on the
position of president, but I felt
compelled to decline. Eventu-
ally, however, I could no
longer refuse the request to do
so. Inadiary entry at that time,
I wrote: “I am a youth, [ am a

man. [ must advance coura-
geously. I must ride out the
crashing waves and raging
storms, and make my way over
the mountains and across the
desert.”

I was well aware of how de-
manding the job of Soka Gakkai
president was. [ knew that I must
stand alone and face the harsh
onslaught of the three powerful
enemies of Buddhism described
in the Lotus Sutra. I knew that
unless I was prepared to give my
life to the cause, [ could not ful-
fill my responsibilities.

That is what it means to be
the president of the Soka
Gakkai, an organization pro-
moting a movement genuinely
and wholeheartedly dedicated to
the people. On the day I was in-
augurated as the third president.
my wife said to me [expressing
her determination to stand
alone], “Today, there is a funeral
in the Ikeda family.” [This
episode is related in The New
Human Revolution, vol. 1.
“Golden Autumn” chapter. |

Among my seniors, some
were looking on, hoping I would
fail. Ignoring them, I moved
straight ahead, aiming toward
the seventh memorial [the 6th
anniversary) of my mentor’s
death, determined to do what I
had to do each day, no matter if
it cost me my health or even my
life. For those first few years, |
was so busy that I hardly even
noticed the coming and going of
the seasons.

After reaching that first
milestone [Mr. Toda’s 7th
memorial on April 2, 1964] and
completing the goals I had set
to accomplish by that time, I
announced [at the 7th Student
Division General Meeting in
June 1964] plans for the estab-
lishment of Soka University, a
task that had been bequeathed
to me by my mentor. [ was 36
— the same age as President
Gantsog today.

The Road
of Youth

There are two beautiful Mon-

PLEASE SEE YOUTH, NEXT PAGE
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golian proverbs, “Youth is a
tlowing spring” and “The road
of youth is long.”

Youth will be the leading
players, the stars, in the unfold-
ing drama of our future.

It was also fearless young peo-
ple who, in recent years, carried
out the bloodless revolution that
brought democracy to Mongolia.
In 1990, a small group of youth
gathered in a plaza with temper-
atures some 20 degrees below
sero and risked their lives to pro-
claim loudly and bravely that the
time had come to stand up for
human rights. Their passionate
resolve spread throughout the na-
tuon. Mongol means one who is
brave, and it was brave young

people who changed the course of

Mongolia’s history.

Please allow me to share with
the youth division, the succes-
sors of our movement, some lines

of poetry that retlect this spirit of

the Mongolian people, in the
hope that they may emulate it:

A voice of truth

that causes cowards 1o
shudder

when they read it

is what we need.

A voice of truth that makes
the cowardly, the base, the
treacherous, tremble in fear —
that is a true lion’s roar.

Therefore, I call to the youth
division: Rise up! Take respon-
sibility! I would like all of you
to create a momentous history
and accumulate good fortune
during your youth that will last
awhole lifetime. From now into
the coming century, please strive

President Tserensodnom Gantog (center) of the Nat

Courtesy of SEIKYO PRESS

Ulziisaikhan (left), chat with President and Mrs. Ikeda.

to build a bridge of golden and
unceasing triumph, to open a
great path so that all who follow
in your wake can advance with
confidence and courage.

Mr. Toda once said to me,
“Daisaku, [ would like to ride
across the Mongolian plains with
youon horseback.” We often spoke
to each other in this grand spint.

Another time, he said, “Dai-
saku, let’s go some day to-
gether to my hometown, Atsuta
Village.”

As mentor and disciple, we
were completely one at heart.

Giving Voice
to Inner Feelings

The Mongolian people love
poetry, and they often gather to

t was presented to the SGI leader.

recite and enjoy poetry. This
reminds me of the vigorous po-
etry of ancient Japan collected
in the Man’yoshu (Anthology
of Ten Thousand Leaves). The
poetry of that age reflected the
energy of the common people.
Ithad a strength and power that
was lost in later times, when
Japanese poetry became a di-
version of an idle, decadent
aristocracy.

Among the many meetings
held today is the general meet-
ing of Tokyo Territory No. 2 —
a territory that includes Ha-
chioji where Soka University is
located. The ancient name for
this region is Musashino, a
place that, incidentally, appears
frequently in the poetry of the
Man’yoshu.

ional University of Mongolia and his wife, Chuluun

Giving voice to inner feelings
is the mark of human beings. It
is important that people lead
vital and fulfilling lives and ex-
press themselves with energy
and vigor. Unless we restore that
life and vitality to the people, [
believe, Japan has no future in
the 21st century.

So That No One’s
Deceived by Lies

Genghis Khan (c. 1167-
1227), that great Mongol ruler
of centuries past, declared, “A
strong leader creates prosper-
ity only in his own time, but a
wise leader creates prosperity
for future generations as well.”
One reason for the problems we
face in society today is that our
leaders are self-centered. They
think nothing of those who will
be left to deal with their legacy;
they care nothing for the future.

Likewise, an authoritarian
religion always tries to make
slaves of the people. Several
Mongolian proverbs have
something to say about the
priests of such a religion:
“When things go well, the
priests take the credit; when
they go poorly, they blame it on
karma.” “Where there are flies,
there will be maggots; where
there are monks, there will be
lies.” These are keen observa-
tions, indeed, and they point out
why it is so important for us to
educate every individual thor-
oughly, helping everyone be-
come wise and critically aware,
so that no one is deceived by
such lies.

1 am particularly impressed
by the Mongolian educational
system’s focus on the student. It
strikes a chord with my own
sentiments.

Members Always First

Tsunesaburo Makiguchi. the
Soka Gakkai’s first president
and founder of the system of
Soka education, asserted:

Teachers should come down
from the throne where they are
ensconced as the objects of ven-
cration to become public ser-
vants who offer guidance to
those who seek to ascend 1o the
throne of learning. They should
not be masters who offer them-
selves as paragons but purtners
in the discovery of new models

This is a very insightful state-
ment, in my opinion. Instead ot
seeking to make oneself the ob-
ject of respect. the true teader.
the true educator. points out the
ideal, the goal. the model. and
then leads the way toward it in a
spirit of mutual growth.

This is a philosophy of the
unity of senior and jumor:
though they have different roles,
both parties arc united in the ¢d-
ucational process. How unlike
this is the present situation in
Japan! Seniors are arrogant and
treat their juniors badly. Teach-
ers are haughty and look down
on their students. We see this
same pattern at work in the way
many politicians scorn their fel-
low citizens. This is intolerable.
The people should always come
first and foremost. They deserve
the utmost respect.

The same should be true of
the relationship between leaders
and members in the SGI organi-
zation: The members always
come first. The real test of a
leader is how well he or she has
nurtured and educated capable
successors. Let me make this fact
perfectly clear — the true vic-
tors, the truly great leaders, arc
those who have done a magnifi-
cent job in raising young people
who will carry on the baton in the
future.

This Step Creates
Our Future

Sadly, until now, the history ot
interaction between Japan and
Mongolia has been dominated by
two dark episodes. The first was
the Mongol invasions of Japan in
the 13th century, and the second
was the Nomonhan Incident of
1939.' Nevertheless, on careful
reflection, | am reminded that the
seeds for a great and enduring
peace were being planted at the
very time these events were tak-
ing place [namely, through the
actions of Nichiren Daishonin at
the time of the Mongol invasions
and Tsunesaburo Makiguchi at

pLEASE SEE YOUTH, Next pAGE
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the time of Japanese imperialist
cxpansion | — seeds that are now
bearing fruit.

In 1275, Japan’s military
government executed five Mon-
gol envoys at Tatsunokuchi in
Kamakura. This was an unfor-
givably barbarous act. All of
them — from the 34-year-old
mission head on down — were
official emissaries dispatched
by their country. Nichiren Dai-
shonin lamented their fate:
“How pitiful that they [Japan’s
rulers| have beheaded the inno-
cent Mongol envoys!” (The
Major Writings of Nichiren Dai-
shonin, vol. S, p. 179).

If the Japanese military gov-
ernment had heeded the Dai-
shonin’s remonstrance [ex-
pressed in the “Rissho Ankoku
Ron”]. the lives of the Mongol
envoys would have been spared.
Nichiren Daishonin was not
concerned with rivalry between
nations or differcnces between
peoples. | think this passage
demonstrates his desire to ex-
tend a network of humanism,
based on the supreme dignity of
the individual. to embrace all
humanity.

Centuries later, when the
Japanese army was invading
Mongolia, triggering the Nomon-
han Incident, President Maki-
guchi was fighting against the
ever-rising tide of militarism.
Through one-to-one dialogue and
small discussion meetings, he
quietly but purposefully went
about building a grass-roots
movement for peace. Inthat year,
in the midst of that fierce strug-
gle, he declared with regard to his
dream and vision for the future:
*One day there will be a school
that puts the theories of value-
creating education into practice.
Young Toda will carry on my
work and realize that dream.
We’ll have schools that go all the
way through to the university
level.”

I, in turn, inherited that mis-
sion from Mr. Toda, and I have
made it a reality.

In any event, Buddhism
teaches us: “If you want to un-
derstand the causes that existed
in the past, look at the results as
they are manifested in the pre-
sent. And if you want to under-
stand what results will be man-
ifested in the future, look at the
causes that exist in the present”
(MW-2 [2nd ed.], p. 172). This
passage from the Shinjikan
Sutra reveals the essence of the
workings of the human spirit.
The step we take at this moment
creates our future.

Japan, without any philoso-
phy of its own, has always placed
little value upon establishing true

friendship with the other nations
of Asia. Such shortsightedness is
odd, and it is one reason Japan
has become “the orphan of Asia,”
isolated and alone. I would like
to fill in the void created by the
unfortunate past history between
Japan and Mongolia with the
power of culture and education.

In the past, Mongolia’s
broad-ranging international
vision has linked East and
West and even influenced the
European Renaissance. Mon-
golia is also in a geographi-
cally pivotal location, border-
ing many other nations. | am
convinced that Mongolia will
be a focus of international at-
tention in the 21st century.
Working together with the
people of Mongolia, 1 would
like to lead the coming century
away from war and conflict to-
ward peace and cooperation.

Today is also the general
meeting of Japan’s Hokuriku re-
gion, where Mr. Toda was born.’
The year 2000 will be the 100th
anniversary of my mentor’s
birth. Let us celebrate that aus-
picious event — which coin-
cides with the dawn of the 21st
century — with great festivity
and joy. Let us all gather to-
gether on that occasion!

I am confident that all of our
comrades who have died in this
century will, based on the prin-
ciple of the eternity of life, once
more resume their place in our
movement, ready to fulfill a
new mission in a new era.

I thank all the representa-

‘Courage is the heart of Buddhism, President Ikeda tells mem

bers who fill Soka University’s Ikeda Auditorium on Nov. 8.

tives here today from across
Japan, as well as members of
the arts division, representa-
tives from the Association of
Youthful Priests Dedicated to
the Reformation of Nichiren
Shoshu, and SGI members
from 26 nations outside Japan
who have come from so far to
attend this gathering.

1 Have Called
Them Forth

In closing, please allow me to
quote some passages from
Nichiren Daishonin’s writings:

Do not spend this life in vain
and regret it for ten thousand
years to come. (MW-5, 173).

*k ok

If I do not call forth these
three enemies of the Lotus Sutra,
then I will not be a true votary of
the Lotus Sutra. (MW-4, 20)

kk %

Understand then that the
votary who practices the Lotus
Sutra exactly as the Buddha
teaches will without fail be at-
tacked by the three powerful
enemies. (MW-1, 105-06)

*k ok

Do not expect good times,
but take the bad times for
granted. (MW-1, 242)

ok ok

Each of you should summon
up the courage of a lion and
never succumb to threats from
anyone. (MW-1, 241)

*kk

Those with the heart of a
lion will surely attain Bud-
dhahood as Nichiren did.
(MW-1, 35)

*kk

Strengthen your faith day by
day and month after month.
Should you slacken even a bit,
demons will take advantage.
(MW-1, 241-42)

Courage is the heart of Bud-
dhism. [ have called forth the
three powerful enemies just as
the Gosho teaches. The Daisho-
nin urges us to continue exerting
ourselves day after day, to keep
moving forward. Otherwise
demons will take advantage and
we will not attain Buddhahood.

I pray for the bright and glo-
rious future of the National
University of Mongolia and for
the health and success of Pres-
ident Gantsog, his wife and all
the faculty members here today.
Pledging to ride enthusiasti-
cally and cheerfully to the great
prairie of triumph of the people
inthe 21st century, I once again
express my deepest thanks and
appreciation.

I.Nomonhan Incident: military
conflict between the Japanese
army and an alliance of Mongol
and Soviet troops near the village
of Nomonhan, on the border be-
tween northwestern Manchuria
and Mongolia, from May through
September 1939. The Japanese
forces, which were seeking to
push into Siberia through Mon-
golia, suffered a devastating de-
feat in the conflict.

2. Inthe Soka Gakkai organization,

Courtesy of SEIKYO PRESS
o P

Hokuriku region is comprised of
Toyama and Ishikawa prefec-
tures. Mr. Toda was born in
Ishikawa Prefecture. He and his
family moved to Atsuta Village
in Hokkaido when he was 2 years
old, and it was there that he spent
his formative years.
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AYear of Growth forOregon s Youth Band

The determination of a
core group of young
people makes all the
difference as Portland’s
youth band challenges
major events and builds
hope for its future.

YOUTH BAND MEMBERS

The Portland Music Corps is a
youth band established on Sept.
10, 1996. A young man, Harry
Tolliver, and a young woman,
Melissa Giesy, started this band.
Harry came from the Los Ange-
les Brass Band and was shocked
when he found out that Portland
did nothave a band when he first
arrived in 1994. There had not
been a band in Portland since
1991.

At first, Harry did not want to
start up a band. He remembered
how hard it was to get the Los
Angeles Brass Band back on its
feet after 1990. Therefore. Harry
told everyone he would need
some help, for he knew it was
going to be harder starting this
band up. That is when he met
Melissa, and she proved to be the
missing thing that Harry was
looking for.

We started calling everyone
we thought could play or would
want to play an instrument. OQur
practices were very small. At first
we only had four members at-
tend. Even if just one member
showed up, we would hold prac-
tice and help that person develop
his or her skills.

We started meeting every
Tuesday night to chant. Seattle
Joint Territory was gearing up for
the October 1996 youth festival,

Members of Portland Territory’s youth band developed camaraderie and a sense of mission in 1997.

which would be our first perfor-
mance. We had 14 members par-
ticipate, including members
from Eugene Headquarters.

So much daimoku went into
this production. Qur band mem-
bers did excellently, and because
of it the core of this group was
solidified.

Toward the beginning of this
last summer, the youth band
members in Portland had to face
many choices and challenges.
The decisions we had to make
involved performing at several
meetings, marching in Seattle’s
Sea-Fair Torchlight Parade, and
traveling to the Fife and Drum
Corps, Music Corps and Youth
Band conference at the Florida

Nature and Culture Center. Since
our band had only recently been
formed, our confidence and skills
were lacking.

March 16 we performed with
Seattle members as the Seattle
Joint Territory Youth Band. The
performance was beautiful to
everyone except the band mem-
bers. Although we had worked
hard, we felt that the Seattle and
Portland combined performance
did not live up to our expecta-
tions, and as a result, a gap was
created between us.

During the preparations for
March 16, Melissa decided to
have her own campaign to in-
volve more young women’s di-
vision members in the band,

since she was the only woman in
the Portland band. This finally
came to be in May, when out of
nowhere, four motivated young
women came into the band.
Melissa was so amazed at how
all of a sudden her prayers were
answered.

On May 3, we had another
performance and with five young
women in the band! We were
looking more like a youth band
than a brass band.

Later, Harry asked if we
wanted to take part in the Seattle
Sea-Fair Torchlight Parade. Our
reaction was not a happy one.
Not only would we have to prac-
tice marching in the hot sun, we
also felt awkward about work-

ing together with the Seattle band
due to some hard feelings left
over from March 16. While at
first we opposed the idea.
through heart-to-heart discussion
and studying SGI President
Ikeda’s guidance, we resolved
our differences.

We had two joint practices,
which went surprisingly well.
We quickly learned how to
march. And preparing together
helped form a bond again with
Seattle. The parade was a great
success and a great experience
forall. It was the turning point for
our band and a chance to start
over with a positive attitude.

After we had become close
again to Seattle, we then decided
to go to the Fife and Drum Corps.
Music Corps and Youth Band
conference in Florida together.
Ten representatives from Port-
land participated. Some ot us had
questions we needed answered
and this seemed like the pertect
opportunity for that. There were
many leaders in attendance, and
they were all cager to help and
offer guidance. It was a caring
and comfortable environment,
except for the giant mosquitoes

As a group. we learned a lot
this summer. We learned to work
together, keep an open mind and
be optimistic in any situation. We
learned about ourselves, one an-
other and about the organization
as well as about faith and our
practice.

We see an absolutely bright
future for the Portland Music
Corps. There is a strong founda-
tion built on faith and imagina-
tion rather than old formalities.
‘The youth raised in this genera-
tion are good examples of how to
have vitality, use group interac-
tion and develop unity. W]

6-year-old boy picks up a
trumpet and goes to Brass
Band practice. Some would say
that this boy is too young and that
he can’t perform with the Brass
Band. That would have been true
back in the ’80s, but this boy beat
those odds. Well, that 6-year-old
boy was me, Harry Tolliver Jr.
Ijoined the Los Angeles Brass
Band when I was 6, and I have
beeninitfor 15 years now. I’'m21
and am glad I beat those odds. The
Brass Band trained me to be the
leader I amtoday. I learned a great
deal back then in the ’'80s and
being in the band helped me to
deal with real-life problems that
my parents could not prepare me
fororthatl feltlike I could not talk
to them about.
It was hard for me to get up
early in the morning to go to prac-

HARRY TOLLIVER JR., PORTLAND, ORE.

The Kid Who Wouldn’t Give Up

As a 6-year-old, Harry Tolliver Jr. beat the odds to become part
of the band. Fifteen years later and still playing, he credits the band with
helping make him the person he is today.

tice back then, but somehow my
brother, James, and my father
would get me dressed and on my
way to practice. | wanted to be
part of the band so bad that |
would bug my parents to teach
me gongyo every day.

When [ arrived at practice |
used totry my best to fitin and not
make any mistakes, but no matter
what I did 1 would always hear
guys saying things like “What is

he doing here?” or “I know he’s
not performing with us.” Those
words hurt me so much that |
wanted to go hit something or
someone.

My brother told me for weeks
I needed to go talk to our Brass
Band chief, who at that time was
George Kataoka; so I did just that.
When I walked up to him, I tapped
him on his knee cap and told him
that I needed to talk to him.

[ told him I did not understand
why Icould not be in the band and
why the guys treated me like a lit-
tle kid or something, and maybe I
should just give up. George first
told me that I was a little kid but
that I shouldn’t give up so easily.

He then explained that the age
cut-off for the band was 12, and
he looked me in the eyes and
asked me why I wanted to be in
the band so much. I told him I

loved coming to practice because
I liked being around the other
guys and it was fun tome. He then
asked me if I was planning to per-
form with the Brass Band at the
upcoming meeting at the Long
Beach Convention Center. | told
him that I was. He went on to tell
me that [ should chant to perform
in it and that if [ went to practice
every Sunday, maybe I could play
with the band.

I stood up and told him that |
have been chanting, and I hadn’t
missed a day yet.

At the time [ had no clue what
I was doing, nor did I really un-
derstand what George had told me.
All 1 did know was that he didn’t
say [ couldn’t be in the band and
he didn’t say I couldn’t performin

pLEASE SEE TOLLIVER, 11



NO ARTICLE VIEW AVAILABLE

Music Corprs

11

WORLD TRIBUNE * DECEMBER 26, 1997

IRENE IsHIL, SEATTLE

I Have Learned —

Daimoku Is the Key

Photo by DIXON HAMBY

Being drum major has
helped Irene Ishii
develop her leadership
skills and better
understand the power of
faith.

Ialwuys knew that participating
in Fife and Drum Corps and
Youth Band activities were im-
portant. 1 first went to a practice
when | was 11 — but 1 decided 1
didn’t like it, and so I quit. Two
years later, my brother, David,
urged me to play in the Youth
Band, and so I went.

Now lam 19. Aycar and a half
ago, my brother and | were both
appointed chiefs of the Music
Corps and Fife and Drum Corps.
Atthattime, I wasonly 17and my
brother was 21. Sometimes it felt
like a competition between us as
to which group would become
more successful, but now we
work together to develop each
member.

Last summer, my brother and
| worked together to lead the
Seattle Joint Territory Youth
Band ia the largest parade in the
Northwest. the Sea-Fair Torch-
light Parade. Having just gradu-
ated from high school, I wanted
to go on my senior trip and come
back refreshed, but work con-
flicts and responsibilities did not
allow me to go.

I never realized how many re-
sponsibilities I had to fulfill for
this parade. [ expected there tobe
a lot of work, but I didn’t realize
that | would have so little time. |
depended on my brother to do
what I should have been doing.
He fulfilled many of my respon-
sibilities, while I struggled with
my tight work schedule.

Practices were at times quite
discouraging for me. I wanted to
engrave SGI President lkeda’s
passion in the participants’
hearts. Yet inside, I felt like I did
not have the strength to lead this
band. I did not have any experi-
ence as a drum major and lacked
confidence.

When the parade finally came
about, it did not matter that [ was
not the No. | drum major, be-
cause I knew that I was burning
with passion and was so proud to
be representing the SGI, helping
to move the hearts of the 1 mil-
lion people who saw the band on
the streets.

My appreciation for my fam-
ily and especially my brother had

Irene Ishii at the Sea-Fah-'.i’a_r;(_ie:"

escalated completely. The strug-
gles my brother and | overcame
deepened our relationship. My
sister, Susan, always looked after
us when doing Byakuren, and my
mother sewed many uniforms, in-
cluding the one I proudly wore in
the parade. )

Through the times when I was
down, I know that my family, as
well as others, supported me and
chanted for me. As aleader, I have
learned that daimoku is the key to
success in anything.

This past year, the Seattle
Fife and Drum Corps and Music
Corps have been growing and
uniting. Our biggest goal for
1997 was success in the Sea-Fair
Torchlight Parade. The Fife and
Drum Corps and Music Corps
came together as a Youth Band.
The Fife and Drum Corps Dance
‘Team, too, united with us so that

we all became one unit in this

parade.

fter experiencing tremen-

dous joy, the members de-
cided that we would continue to
work together as a Youth Band.
Our numbers remain steady and
our musical abilities are growing.
The leaders of the Youth Band
have refreshed their determina-
tions to make the Youth Band a
place where the members can
grow in their lives, while
strengthening their Buddhist
practice and musical abilities.

The groups in Seattle and
Portland are striving to maintain
unity and support one another
100 percent. In the past, Seattle
and Portland have functioned as
two units instead of one. The
same is true now, but we also sup-
porteach other and feel more uni-
fied through stronger bonds of
friendship.

The Youth Band in the Seattle
Joint Territory is truly changing.
We are becoming better and try-
ing harder to grasp President
Ikeda’s spirit in our lives. Wil

KEonI LA Gasa, SEATTLE

This Seattle Youth Band member
uses his Buddhist practice, and the
prospect of marching in a parade, to
face his identity and stand up for the
gay community,

y experience with the Youth Band has been

quite different than others’. In the band
many people faced different things, while I had
to face my identity. I came out of
the closet when I was 15, mean-
ing that I had the guts to tell peo-
ple, “I'm gay.”

I was not living with my mom
at that time. My parents had sep-
arated, and my father had quit
practicing, so I couldn’t really
chant. My father moved from
Spokane, Wash., to Tumwater (a
., suburb of Olympia, Wash.). I had
i nocontact with my motherexcept
by phone because she still lived in
Spokane.

During my freshman and
sophomore years in high school,
I'struggled because people did not
accept who I was. My mom
moved from Spokane three
months before my sophomore year ended, and |
wasn’t going to finish the school year.

When I heard about the Youth Band, at first I
didn’t want to go, even though | had experience
in a marching band. 1 have performed in high
school marching band, Color Guard and also
Drum and Bugle Corps. I really wanted to do the
. Youth Band, but my fear held me back.

i I went to the Gohonzon and prayed to find my
inner strength to stand up for myself. I chanted
and chanted. The next morning, when I got up,
I felt a change in me. [ felt no one could stand in
my way and stop me fromenjoying myself. I said

Having the Guts To Say, ‘I'm Gay’

to myself: “Keoni, you have to stand up for your-
self, and you also have to stand up for the gay
community. You have to educate others and tell
them that ‘we are everywhere in the world.””

That was when I told my mom that I wanted
to march in the Sea-Fair Torchlight Parade. She
was so proud of me, and that made me feel good,
too. ’

The first day, | made so many friends that I was
proud I broke down the wall of fear. If people
asked me, “Are you gay?” I just told them the
truth like it was no big deal, and it
wasn’t. There are many people in
the world today who are gay, and
gay people have been on the earth
for years.

I was also proud that I had a
chance to encourage others to
practice. After the parade, I felt
that I had made a big step in the
start of my new life.  also learned
that if you are determined to chant
about something, you will find
whatever it is you need to help
you with your struggle. Nothing
can get in the way of your life if
you are determined to fix it. That
is what I learned and accom-
plished with this parade that
everyone in the Youth Band and
Fife and Drum Corps Dance Team worked so
hard for.

[ thank everyone who became my friend and
the people behind the scenes who made it possi-
ble for us to have fun and enjoy our time in the
parade.

In October, [ passed the GED. I plan to start
college next fall to study business and floral de-
sign, and T hope to eventually own my own busi-
ness. Because of the compassion I feel for the gay
community, I am chanting for the happiness of
those who have the same struggles that I had.

Muahalo nui loa (thank you very much). Ui

TOLLIVER, FroM PAGE 10

Long Beach either.

The week of the performance
I practiced for three hours a day,
trying to get the music right. [
started to chant to the Gohonzon
like each day was my last one.
Two days before we were going
to have a run-through, my father
was talking to then-General Di-

rector George M. Williams, and I .

walked up to my father to tell him
that I needed to get a ride home.

When Mr. Williams asked me
why I was in such a hurry to get
home, I'told him I needed to prac-
tice for the Long Beach perfor-
mance. Before I knew it, Mr.
Williams sat me down and told me
how he used to be in the Brass
Band, and that he played the alto
saxophone, and that his favorite
song was “Danny Boy.” He en-
couraged me to keep fighting to
the last minute.

Harry Tolliver Jr. says the Brass
Band is like a family to him.

WhenlgottoLong BeachIran
into George Kataoka and he
looked at me and smiled. He then
told me that one of the third trum-
pet players called in sick. I was so
happy that I grabbed my horn and
ran up to my brother and started to
yell: “I'min! 'm in!”

The Brass Band is more than
an activity to me, it’s like a fam-

ily. The guys in the Los Angeles
Brass Band were like brothers to
me. In 15 years [ have not missed
a performance. I loved the Los
Angeles. Brass Band and all the
leaders back then who kept on
me and tried to tell me that 1
couldn’t perform or who would
not let me give up when I had
problems.

For my second performance |
started to play the alto sax. It was
my way of saying thank you to
Mr. Williams for everything he
has done for me and my family. In
the band, I’ ve learned a lot about
myself, and the training I received
has helped my schooling and my
athletic career. It has also helped
me deal with situations that chal-
lenge most people my age.

Now I am in Portland, Ore.,
where I have a new SGI family,
and every time I play my sax I play
with appreciation for the Gohon-
zon and the SGI.
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12th HQ Leaders Meeting (June 16) ............
13th HQ Leaders Meeting (July 9)...
Kanagawa Prefecture Representatives (Sept. 15).
14th HQ Leaders Meeting (Aug. 27) .......cccoovevvvrnenne
SGI World Youth Peace General Meeting (Sept. 13)....Oct.
Club of Rome annual meeting (Oct. 23-25)
15th HQ Leaders Meeting (Sept. 25)........

SGI president begins tour of China................ .May 23
Happiness comes from working for others.................... Sept. 5

General Director Fred M. Zaitsu

NEW Year's MESSAQGE .......ccuvieiireeiiiie et
My deepest thanks for your efforts.

International News
SGI president to receive 1st Tagore Peace award
Peace activities going strong on African continent ...
SGI launches public information website ...
Ads focus on Japanese tabloid practices.......

Leaders Conference (Sept. 5) .........ccccevvvererrnnnen. .Nov. Festival displays hope — Hona Kong. Feb. 21
Presentation of 1997 Tagore Peace Award (Oct. 23)....Nov. Sgsltglt?ngfgiﬁyssingg;fore (ghgnao 9. Feb. 21..
Yamanashi Prefecture WD Leaders (Sept. 30)............. Dec| J personal responsibili

Trinidad workshop: Taking personal responsibility .......
Tokyo: Historian discusses the real “Braveheart” .........
Shanghai: SGI president interviewed for documentary
Brazilian city names park after Josei Toda...................
Hiroshima, Soka Gakkai unveils peace monument..
Philosophy institute opens Russian branch.......

SGI-Canada sponsors peace rally ..............
SGil calls for world focus on disarmament ......
Soka Gakkai youth donate ambulance in Nepal..........
Dr. Felix Unger speaks at Soka University (July 11).......
Peace organization names award after SGl leader.......
Indian school dedicates building to SGI president.......

16th HQ Leaders Meeting (NOV. 8).......ccccevvvreenneeenne. Dec.

The New Human Revolution

Volume 5: Chapter 3 “Victory”
(42-44) Jan. 1, (45-47) Jan. 24
Chapter 4 “Lion”
(1-3) Jan. 31, (4-9) Feb. 7, (10-12) Feb. 14, (13-18) Fe
21, (19-24) March 14, (25-29) March 21, (30-35) Marc
28, (36-38) April 4

Volume 6: Chapter 1 “Treasure Land”
(1-5) April 11, (6-8) April 18, (9—-11) April 25, (12-17)

- 3 e’
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May 9, (18-23) May 16, (24-29) May 23, (30-34) May 3( i . = Brazilian city to build Ikeda Peace Park.............

Chapter 2 “Long Journey” Children cultivate the Gandhi Garden across from the 1998 theme: Victory of the People...........

(1-6) June 6, (7-12) June 13, (13-18) June 20, (19-24), New York Culture Center, spring 1997. South Asia reps meeting, India (Oct. 20) .

June 27, (25-27) July 4, (28-30) July 11, (31-36) July 1 Hong Kong: Exhibition of European masters opens....Nov. 28
(37-41) July 25 ] Beijing: Music school honors SGI president .
Chapter 3 “Acceleration” Discussions on Youth Gorbachevs visit Kansai Soka High Schools.

(1-6) Aug. 1, (7-12) Aug. 8, (13-17) Aug. 15, (18-23)  Friendship during youth, part 2 (#6) ..Jan. B! vice presidents appointed ............ccovreiiiniiininnn, L

Aug. 22, (24-26) Aug. 29, (27-29) Sept. 5, (30-35) Seplyyhat is I0VE? (H7) ......vvereeerererereenennn ...Jan. 31
12, (36-38) Sept. 19 Finding happiness in your work (#8) .. .March National News
Chapter 4 “Rough Seas What is a world Gitizen? (#9) .........coceevevererrrereeeereereinns MayNew study curriculum for children ............ccccccoeveunenne. Jan. 1
(1-2) Sept. 19, (3-8) Sept. 26, (9-13) Oct. 3, (14-18) OcByinging out our best (#10) ................... ....AugMBorld Tribunemakes a New Start............c..cccocvvrerverrennnns Jan. 1
10, (19-24) Oct. 17, (25-29) Oct. 24, (30-31) Oct. 31 The meaning of being considerate (#11) ..................... Aug. iBw York: Youth activity, “The Poobah Lounge” .
Chapter 5 “Young Eagles The contest of human rights (#12) ...........ccc.ceevevurrnnne Oct. Bf7 Lauderdale, FL: Animal show delights kids .
(1-6) Nov. 14, (7-11) Nov. 21, (12-14) Nov. 28, (15-16)Reading makes you strong (#13)........... ....Nov.S4nta Monica, CA: Community relations to expand.....Jan. 17
Dec. 12 Knowing history, k(nowi)ng yourself (#14) .. Nov. 2&anta Monica, CA: '97 plan set for Florida center........ Jan. 24
. .. Artvs. arrogance (#15) ..o, Dec.Calumbia, SC: Boys and girls learn importance of trees.....Jan. 24
Buc_ldhlsm and the Art of Medicine Boston: Community involvement focus of kickoffs......Jan. 24
Senile dementia (#23).........occnvvvnrrnnrneinens Feb’PRe Third Stage of Life Memphis, TN: Community center relocates.... .Feb. 7
Kidney disease (#24) .. ~APMl Fere is N0 rEtirEMENt AGE (H1) .......veeeveereereeereeressernees NoV-t7 Lauderdale, FL: Pioneers (five guidelines) ............. Feb. 14
Skin disorders (#25) .................. --Aug. 98ur face reveals your character (#2) .............co....... Nov. Attt students invited to participate in international show....Feb. 14
Drugs and medicines, part 1 (#26) .. ..Sept. 12 Direct mail system for subscriptions takes effect ......... Feb. 14
Drugs and medicines, part 2 (#27) .......cc.c.ovuveariviiinnns Oct.Pgems by SGI President Ikeda L.A. members and the “African American Tale".........
. NEW YEAI'S POEIMS (3) crevvvveeerreereeeeerssseeseseseeeseesseeneen Jarpan Francisco: Fresh start with new auditorium........... Feb. 21
My Recollections Dawn’s Light: Toward an Age of Buddhist Renaissance ....Jan. 1

Lid Chengzhi, pres., China-Japan Friendship Assoc. ...JanN{y Year's POBIMIS ... eeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeee e e Jan. 17 PLEASE SEE INDEX, 13



1 9 9 7 INDEX WoRLD TRIBUNE * DECEMBER26, 11937

INDEX, FROM PAGE 12 San Francisco: Open house and culture festival ........... Oct. 31helped you deepen your faith? ..........ccccevverveerieennns June 6
i Camden, NJ: Exhibit opens in New Jersey .................... NowWhat has Buddhism taught you about independence?....... July 4

Columbus, OH: Children’s rights exhibit begins tour .....Feb. santa Monica, CA: Diversity seminar How do you attract and support youth in your district?.....Aug. 1

Panel puts a human face on sexual diversity...... Feb fonfronts prejudlces ................................................. Nothy_d|d you exch_ange your

Boston: Translation groups are a source of growth........ March¢w York: Latino festival blends cultures.. ...Nov. 7 Nikken-transcribed Gohonzon?................... ST Sept. 5

Queens, NY: Neighborhood reorganization under way ....Marc nual contribution forms available...... ..Nov. 20hat has been the biggest change in your beliefs

Virginia Culture Dept. sponsors diversity seminar......March CC schedule of conferences for 199 ....Dec. 12since you started practicing? ............c..ccocoveveninnin. Oct. 3

Scholars to study SGI-USA .........ovevemereererrnn, " March Bpston Research Center: Global Citizen awards ........Dec.AZThanksgiving time, what are you most thankful for?.....Nov. 7

Answers to common subscriptions questions............ rch 9@n Francisco: Gay meeting stresses responsibility.....Dec Aa Buddhist, how do you celebrate the holidays?....... Dec.5

Los Angeles: SGI-USA participates in marathon .....March 24&jor festivals announced for 1998............ccoooivvvinine Dec

.19 .
‘March 2Activity guidelines for 1998 .................. ..Dec. 1Berspect1ves
_March 2&n visions for a successful organization.............. ....Dec. J&ed Goldman, Scottsdale, AZ: The heart of guidance .....Jan. 10
..Apritas Angeles: Groundbreaking for friendship center....Dec. 2§ixon Hamby, Bellevue, WA: Joys of a home page......Jan. 17

El Cerrito celebrates Black History Month.......
Friendships bloom in women’s meetings..
FNCC: Key bureaus make a fresh start.........

March 16 celebration closes generation gap o APride. . Allan Horbach, So. Korea:

Chicago: Career fair for students . April Ea-ltorlals ) You don't always get what you want....................... Jan. 24
Boulder, CO: Reorganization leads to friendships...... April 2IVING Your oWn life........coooviiiiiiii Jan. Xheryl McIntosh, Kansas City, KS:

SGl president’s “Recollections” to be broadcast ........April 1§reating your own milestones.. Jan. 17Letting go of Negativity ... Jan. 31
Washington, DC: FNCC conference diary.................. April 18ising to the challenge............ e ..Jan.Ndureen Pietoso, Cincinnati, OH:

New York: Career Expo shows youth unlimited future .....April 1§hanks for dedication (subscriptions paperwork).........Jan. 31 Buddhist perspective yields hope............. seessisesarsaens Feb. 7
Las Vegas: Family festival brings out best .................. April ZBtrengthening our faith is our responsibility ..FebPatricia Ruff, Washington, DC: The Buddha wisdom......Feb. 14
Phoenix: Coping with stress is a matter of attitude .....April ZBrayer, not just chanting, key to great change............... FebStikeila Markson, New_York: Trust through friendship ......Feb. 21
Dallas: Boys and girls clean local wilderness park ........ May ~ ot by JONATHAN WILSON John Sargent, Northridge, CA:

Boston Research Center sponsors Real change starts with me ..., Feb. 28

Anna Hernandez, Culver City, CA: Pulling up roots .....March 7
Richard Brown, Atlanta: The spirit of a Bodhisattva......March 14
Lynette Yetter, Los Angeles:

Fresh paint takes on new meaning ...........c.ccceve.. March 21
Hilda Gray, Boston: New attitude .............c........ March 28

Religion and Ecology Series...........cccccoeiiininicnnnne. Ma;
Denver: Members plant 1,000 cherry trees ..... .

Youth Study Committee completes study survey
Los Angeles: L.A. Friendship Center to open..
New York: A dialogue with Rosa Parks......

Santa Monica, CA: SGI-USA's diversity .... Jim Celer, Omaha, NB: My own private holiday ...April 4
Panorama City, CA: Thai culture at meetings..... Veronica Evans, Chicago: Lessons of death................ April 11
Dallas: Members visit retirement home residents... Ron Baird, San Francisco: )
New York: Women'’s conference on health....... ~What group do you belong to?............cccocviinienns April 18
Philadelphia: Members put volunteerism into action... Dixon Hamby, Bellevue, WA: | cried today................. April 25
Oakland, CA: Miles Tarver, NCAA basketball champion....May 3 Anna Hernandez, Culver City, CA:

New York: Children cultivate Gandhi Garden................ Jun

Health from a sense of belonging .........cccccceevverienne. May 2
Fletcher Dalton, Boston: A letter to Tiger Woods .. .
Michael Lisagor, Vienna, VA: Tiger thoughts ........ .
Michael Lisagor, Vienna, VA: The rhythm of peace.....May 16
Marion D. Wheeler, North Hollywood, CA:

San Diego: SGI Spring Leaders Conference report ....... Ju
Calabasas, CA: SUA graduate school applications........ Ju
Survey of SGI-USA continues...... --June The Florida Nature and Culture Center, in its first full year of
Alaska Community Center re-ope ~JUNEqneration, was the site of dozens of conferences in 1997.

Woodville, TX: Houston’s Future Force. June : Contributions are my choice ..........ccoccovivninineen, May 23

Opportunities available for FNCC retreats................... June ¢2u o ) Rosalye A. Settles, Washington, DC:

Omaha, NB: Nebraska HQ members forum A bold degree of trust — raising the next generation ...Feb. 28 Celebrating Mother’s Day without her ................... May 30
gENErates ideas..........c.ceervveviviiieieee e Jundrying ahead after divorce ..o March 2isa Jones, West Hollywood, CA:

Domestic violence in every social class, doctor says ...June2revolution of understanding ..........c.c.ccoovnernnnenes April 11 Infinity and the Florida Nature and Culture Center ......June 6
Nassau Chapter holds first neighborhood event...........Juné2gids of fortune — benefit of Buddhist offering........April 18Jan Sibert, Angels Camp, CA: Magic eye for tolerance .....June 13

Washington, DC: Boys and Girls Group meeting... ....JuIyEp<panding our ability to care .......c.cccceeveenennnne ..April 28ail Edmonds-Bunn, Watervliet, NY:

Denver: Seminar on “Dealing with Racial Diversity” ....July 4/0u can give a good leCtUre ..............covniniiiiiiinies May 9NO need for FeVENGE ..........cccuvvviineisiinsiinisenenns June 20
Gen'| Dir. gives three points for rest of year ..July Hverywhere be bold ....................... ....May Batrick Kelleher, Moreno Valley, CA:

Re0rganization report ..o, July Reveloping our community “gardens” -June 13 Butterfly muscles.............. e June 27
CEC adopts changes to leadership procedures ............. Julytedf done, half to go (yearly goals).............coocerninine June B0l Endsley, Chicago: Emancipate yourself .................. July 4
New York: Anti-Violence Awareness Day July 18 time for renewal (leadership terms) ... July Zhil Simpson, Atlanta: Creative conversations

Orange County, CA: SGI-USA hosts multicultural fair .....July 186arm, grow, live.............cccocvinininee .Aug. 8 on environmental protection............cccceeeeeinininininns July 11
Ridgeway, NJ: Fourth of July parade............c.cccoeuen.... July &8y moment can be a crucial one.. Aug. Efetcher Dalton, Boston:
Earth Charter to set standard Students need our support ......... ....Aug. 220de to our “supporting PiONEers”............cccovvereenes July 18

on environmental QWArENESS ...........cocovveererererererenens AugEYerything is a benefit... ...Aug. ganda Peacock, Philadelphia: The solution starts here......July 25
Boston Research Center initiates Earth Charter forums Auglt's all of our business. -..Sept. li2Ann Adams, New York:
San Francisco: Anti-nuclear declaration is theme of It's not just niceness ...... ...Sept. 26From the same deep blue sea..............c.cocveiicin.
UPCOMING €XCNANGE.........veveeeeeeeeeeeerees e AugQ8 leaders and beach balls ..OctFHYy Hovey, Haiku, MauiContacting

Minnesota members join flood relief efforts . ..Aug. Bxcommunicating the excommunicated... .Oct. 17 humanistic Values.............cccoveuriiicisiiiniscnns

Radio stations to broadcast “Recollections”................ Aug. Mour own mind business.................... ....Oct. Bichael Cochrane, Bellingham, WA:
Long Island, NY: SGI-USA members introduce The future is...beyond words ...Nov. 14 Beyond here there be dragons ..............cccceevevernnen.
Buddhism at day Camp ..........c.cc.cceevuevereerererennennna. Aug. Yéelcome. You've got mail. . ..Nov. ZHletcher Dalton, Boston:
Houston: Mothers group talks with professional Hope — the fuel for faith -.Nov. 28 When Africa cOmes into its OWN............covenveninnennn.
about handling temperamental tots ........................ Aug. Bstter living through chemistry?..... ..Dec. Donna Feheeley, Millersville, MD:
Seattle: Meeting with visiting Islamic leaders.. .Aug. 1Beyond the usual (new ways of thinking) . ...Dec. 19 I believe the borders are gone.............cocovvvncvniiines
Washington, DC: Chorus Sings ........ccccceevevveeereeriennens Aug. pdortunate NEW Year.........ccoovevveviieiieiicseeeeeeie Dec. IZ_B:ne Owada, Denver: Just who's disabled here?
U.S.-Japan youth exchange . Liz Goldner, Detroit: In the real world........................
(San Francisco, Santa Monica, Dallas) .................. Aug. InterVIews Debqrah Goodwin, Los Angeles:
U.S.-Japan exchange members meet Dr. David Krieger...AugF29ix Unger, president, European Academy of Diana’s death can Spur USto act ....................c......
U.S.-Japan exchange focuses on temple issue............. AUG. 2BCIENCES AN AIS ... Janne M. Hudson, Cambridge, MA:
Walnut, CA: Chinese group training held ............ ....Sept. Dncan Sheik, musician.......... ...Feb. 7The perception of COIOr ..........ccceviririnicicrieiees
U.N. AIDS clock is backdrop to HIV/AIDS forum..... ept. 19Roberto Peccei, dean at UCLA .................. ....Feb.Andrew Gebert, New York: | won't let you fall ..............
A Portland (OR) renaiSSance................ccc..curveivennnnns Sept.Qrol Bellamy, executive director of UNICEF .........March 14\rthur Head, Homestead, FL: The lesson of thank you......Oct. 10
New York: Second sight — recordiitgorld Tribune Steven Sater, playWright ..........ccceveeeeeeeeeeeennas April Zhuck Gomez, New York: Our lives as faith itself........ Oct. 17
for sight-impaired members.............ccccoeiiiicnn. Sept. Pévoslav Davinic, director, U.N. Centre for Gina Jones, Riverside, CA: Out of the ashes..... ..Oct. 24
Santa Monica, CA: Interfaith conference . .Sept. 26 Disarmament AffairS ..........cooveevveveeeieeeeeeeesnns Aug. ZBamara Jenkins, New York: Turning point...... Oct. 31
Boston: ArtsFest brings art to life.................. .Sept. PAvid Krieger, president, Nuclear Age Peace Foundation.....OctJEff Farr, Los Angeles: The wired, wired West .............. Nov. 7
New York: Festival celebrates African culture................ Oct.iyoko Matsubara, Hiroshima survivor ................... Nov. 2Bixon Hamby, Seattle: A hero in my own back yard......Nov. 14
Santa Monica, CA: Journalism professor lectures . Robin Tish, Cambridge, MA:
on journalistic reform.........ccoceeiiieeceesececeenes Oct.Questlon of the Month Healing after the Holocaust................. T TTTSR Nov. 21
FNCC: Caribbean islanders unite with Greatest victory in 1996 and determination for 1997......Jan feY D Roots, Washington, DC: All the difference ....Nov. 28
mainland friends............cocoevevveieice e Oct. {fhat does it mean to you to live as a Buddhist?.............Fel P Yana Davis, Knoxville, TN:
Hayward, CA: When there are things to fix... ............... Oct. Y9ow and when do you tell others about Buddhism? .March As this chapter gets UNder Way ................coovueuneers. Dec.5
Memphis, TN: Museum hosts children’s exhibit.......... Oct. Iyhat's the significance to you of supporting loria Jean Royster, Atlanta: “No limit” holiday season....Dec. 12

New York: Forum focuses on AIDS.................. ~-Oct. 24 the organization fin@NCIally?.............ccooerveerrrreennnne. April §uqui Bonnell, Miami: Reinventing the holidays........
Philadelphia: Festival brings friends together.. .Oct. 2w do you in everyday life stand alone for justice?.....May 2Vette Edmond: Willing to speak out.............c....ccoeee
“My Recollections” to be broadcast to western U.S.........Oct. 3fow has studying the priesthood issue

Scholars complete SGI-USA SUIVEY ............c.ccovuenrenn.. Oct. 31 pLEASE SEE INDEX, 14
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asks fOr MONEY? .....ccc.ovviiiiiiiiiese e Jan. 17Changing myself is the bottom line ....................... April 11
INDEX, From PAGE 13 How do you maintain a seeking spirit Betsy Eppsteiner, Boston: A promise to my mentor ...... May 2
ots after practicing for along time?...........ccocoovveiene Jan. 2nelia Moran, New York: Unity — the key to victory.....June 20
District ,Pmﬁles How has the practice influenced your Gina Jones, Riverside, CA: It's your choice........ .
Gaylord District, Boulder, CO: thoughts about peoples’ differences?....................... Jan.Steve Piontek, Allendale, NJ: It takes faith .....
Helps win community playground..............c.ccc....... Jan. 1 5 Buddhist, how do you combat the winter blues?........FelD@borah Goodwin, Los Angeles: Home again
Vallejo Central District, CA: __What does “faith equals daily life” mean to you?.........Feb. 14 .
Joins community to stop violence April 2/hat's most important in raising your children?..........Feb. 2800k Notices
Desert District, Tempe, AZ ... ay Yow can we break down racial barfiers? .................. March $Aie New Human Revolutiorgl. 4, published............. Jan. 10
Profiles How do you maintain a seeking spirit after A New Humanisnhy Daisaku Ikeda................c........... Jan. 31
o many years of practice? ... March Rdarning From the Goshavailable soon ................. March 28
Dorothy Rhodes, Los Angeles: Wilshire leader ............ Jan. What's the most crucial aspect of human The New Human Revolutiorgl. 5, published ..May 30
Hermine Gayle, New York: revolution you've accomplished? ...........ccco...... March 2%aille sutra bookK available ......oveomeeeeeeeoeee Aug. 1
Life saved in severe accident ...........c..cccoeeeeeeeeneenns Jan.idw can we protect the environment?....................... April UYnshakable Conviction in FaityWD) available........ Aug. 1
Michael Pehmoeller, Longmont, CO: What does assuming responsibility for kosen-rufu
Becomes community leader..............c.cooeiniinnn. Jan. 31Mean t0 YOU?.......cowucuriierirereecieieeree s April E(periences
Payton Brothers, Las Vegas: What do you focus on when you chant daimoku?....... April ; . ; i
Musicians turn poison to medicine...................... March 28hat book has profoundly impacted you and why? ......May; ;eélfaesrg e[’ogglﬁaggs?:&%?q'g?ﬂaéim;;c'iﬁ?if'é Jé]na nl'ol
Rodney Mitchell, Phoenix: Law student helps youth .......April low have you changed poison into medicine? ............ May +8<hia Bey CIeveI%md OH: PATHCIPAIES IN TS v '
Lucy Golden, Goulds, FL: How do you respond to people of different religions? .May 2 Overco)rlﬁes drug and famil problems Jan. 17
Making kids feel important............cccooveiiisinninns May 2@/hat does being a Buddhist mean to you? .................. May R Henderson ngland CA-yTransforms'\'/\'/'c;'r'k'bl'é{(:'é """ Jan. 24
Rodist Dearing: Crisis counselor counts on Buddhism.....May 8hen encountering difficult people, Tommy Lee Rav. Los Anéeleé' Anger into value e3an. 2
Lisa Mommsen, SUA graduate ............cocoovvevvnieninnns June 6how do you overcome the situation?..............c....... Junegd ieI)I/e Opyt (}:l'hicago Reconstructs inner life. ..........Feb. 14
Doug Hebert, Atlanta: Vision impaired,; What does freedom mean to you?........... ....Jun Harrer Jr. North Pole. AL: 7 '
takes study exam with help of members................. July Wihat does Independence Day mean to you?. JUn€ 24 arcomes health probylem.s Feb. 21
Karen Zeller, South Miami, FL: Making a difference .....July 18low do you encourage non-Buddhists? ...................... JUlY 3o and Donna Garr St Louis Paic M :
Nan_ci R_ossov, Los Angeles:.Movie mission Aug. 8 Son with Down’s éyndrome ! ’ Eeb. 28
Lucia Rijker, Los Angeles: Right on target.................. Michiko de Silva, Chicago: Family health ................. March 7

Judy Garrard, West Palm Beach, FL: Sally McKee, Mesa, AZ:
Mother transforms relationship with daughters.....March 7

On behalf of the students...........ccocceeveeriiieennnn,
Jesse Bogdonoff, San Francisco:

Sign Posts iy 4 = ®  Building his career
Teaching others means to learn ourselves................ i3 iR e Thea Mathews, Columbus, OH:
Winning over our lack of self-confidence.... A o Transforms relationship with manager ...............
Remember what a good thing we've got Ann Miks, Culver City, CA: A happy family . ..
Appreciating life and friendship ............ Mary Zir, New York: Happy to be me ...........
Remembering we are in charge of our lives.. Cathy Aneke, Jersey City, NJ: Healthy baby............... April 25
Life is an unending battle .......................... Roberta Taix, Biloxi, MO: Challenges breast cancer .....May 2
Changing the “weather” for the better ............. Anne Marie Offer, New York:

A lifelong challenge of faith, repudiating slander Seeks to bring value to television with talk show......May 9

| am not merely a SUrVIVOr ..o . i i ¥, ' Brooke Bundy, Los Angeles: Challenging death ......... May 23
See how it works — cause and effect. . < i 1] 7 i Mina King-Calbazana, Cambridge, MA:

How precious life is .........cccccvveennnne . 2 . - . [ 2. OVEICOMES CANCET .......cveeveereeereireereeseesseeresseereeeennens June 13
The best daughter | can be ~...MarchSan Francisco members celebrate the long-awaited opening ~ Satyaki Saikia, Cleveland, OH: Medical career........... June 20
Being a hero............ s Marchof their new Ikeda Auditorium, Feb. 8-9. Debby Mattison Schauer, Phoenix:

Standing inside the fire ..., April Breaks karmic chains of unhappiness..................... June 27

To tell the truth — Buddhism is reason...
Faith illuminates ..........ccccoeevveviieenns
It's simple

April 11
.April M/hat do you like best about neighborhood meetings?.....July,
.April 25s a parent, how do you support your children

Harris, Atlanta: Overcomes financial difficulties .....July 18
Winter, New York: Drug-free after all these years ...Aug. 8
ndy Niethammer, Long Beach, CA: | am a winner .Aug. 15

Deciding how to live — Dosho and Domyo .. ...May 2 Who do not practice?..........c..cocovvviniiniciinninicis July §ang Lee, Dallas: Applying what I've learned .......... Aug. 22
ENJOYING It! ovvovvecvercvesreeses e ...MayHKow do you envision your life after 50 years of ichael O. Ewing, Chicago:

Good friends ............ ...May 16 chanting Nam-myoho-renge-kyo? ............. ....Aug.'\g The wind beneath our wi.ngs Sept. 12
From illness arises faith .. ...May Yéhat does “l am the SGI-USA” mean to you?............ AUg. ¥83y C. Petty, New York: Standin.g';. upforJusuceSeptZG

100 million eons of effort................. .May 30/hy is it important to continually

’ ; ; Fisher, Los Angeles: Nothing is impossible ...0ct. 10
Misfortune comes from one’s mouth .. ....June 6study about the priesthood issue?..............c.c.......... Aug. y Henry, Dallas: Conquering helplessness Oct. 24
Back to the Gohonzon..................... ...JuneV¥Bat can we do as men’s division members to Ipert G. Hogan, Waukegan, IL: Living victoriously .....Nov. 14
No guiltin Buddhism.... .June 20 become better role models?............cc.ccoooivenninn, AUg- 38 Love, Pasadena, CA: Never concede defeat.. .

No doubt, no hesitation ...June\hy is the spirit of appreciation important Renee Booker. Calabasas. CA: A contributive life.......D
Itsuptome ............. ..July 4to our Buddhist practice? ... Sept. éﬁelley Cohen, Boston: | Can Win ......................

To be a better son........... July't\e are all the SGI-USA.”
Clear goals, clear growth .. July 18What does this mean to You?............c.ererneererennes Sep"Ei?pressions
The greatness of my dad .........cccooevvrireicneseniee July¥bat have you learned about yourself in Eriella Roth. Baltimore:

Formalism vs. faith..........oooiiiiiiiiiieeeee e Aug. 1 div_ersity discussion grou._lp_s? .................................. Sept. géMy Song of'Nam-myoﬁo-renge-kyo Jan. 17
Lnieashing our fortune .. -~-Augidhat is Lnique about practicing ard Gajewski: Congratulations on aGreatVlctory Jan. 24
People of good character ... ...Aug. 15Buddhism in the Caribbean? ..............c.cccccceevivnnne Oct. hard 7 ick_Philadelbhia: -l
Roll with it.........ccoeneenn. .Aug. 220w do you take responsibility for your community?....Oct. 1 'CKaf orrf1m|§ ' dtl aHep lia: o 31
Try your own power .. .Aug. 38hy do you feel we should support the United Nations?...Oct. a4'dquen-ru u, Soa " OM app'n%s;'u“t':t'l“a“lj' """"""" FaT)' >
Faith first.............. ...SeptiBw has Nichiren Daishonin’s Buddhism cial he,égman] Sﬁlﬂ ? Momca, Sh Ar; 5'3 6% I hqelm ...... A % o
One basic fault... ..Sept. 12helped you deal with issues of death?...........cc.ce..... Oct. _eF’B reng\? , ,\?“ a CCEI((::a’ : ~.Thisl...... " e . 2
Precious friends.... .Sept/figou are encouraging someone to practice ain Berger, Van Nuys, CA: Cry .......ccccveveenne .Marc

Keep moving forward... .Sept. 26this Buddhism, what do you say? .............ccoccvvennee Nov. lﬂ‘%tmell—'aelgmﬂgrggrTaDC:crgger\é:A!Elr:t?g%i?t:igHé M;';Chhzlf
Good times, bad tiMeS ........ccceevererirerieeee e Octaw have you realized you held a prejudice, i hier h 2 SIS e h
Here and now........... Oct. 10and how have you confronted it? ...........cccoceevvennnene Nov, ¥{lliams Routhier, Boston: Sonnetto Spring........... March 28

Of the same mind........ ...0ct.How do you encourage people to subscribe to
Getting the here out of . ...Oct. 24 and read the publications? ...........cccccoecverierciienne, Nov. gldy Department
Greatevents................... ....OctVghat are your plans for victory Study guidelines adopted for 1997

AN ASSUMPHON .....oovoveeeeeeeeee e eeeeeeeenen Nov. 7in your Community NEXt YEar? ............co..cevevurrunns Dec. $3osho study schedule for 1998.................
FaCING fEAS.....vvereeeereereeresrereesreeens ...Nov.Ra you feel you follow President Ikeda’s Entrance-Level Exam — sample questions
Protecting the heart of the Lotus Sutra... ...Nov. 21guidance in all aspects of your life?.............c......... Dec. §4udy Department CUrriculumM. ...,

“Grown-up” appreciation .Now. . . . (R
TIMES lIKE tNESE ....vvvveeecooveeee oo Deﬁnderstandlng Mentor and Disciple Divisional News .
Hopeis askill ................. ..Dec. D2 Alfred Balitzer, Claremont College, CA: YMD Pages................. TR Jan. 1, Feb. 7, March 7, April 4
Buddhism from the heart ..Dec. 19The perfect relationship...........co.cccccvvennnne Feb. 14, Feb. ¥pmen’s commemorative meetings ............... Jan. 10, Feb. 27
SOMEthiNg IS WIONQ ...cvveieieiiieiiee e Dec. @firt Young, Los Angeles: Youth Study Committee: Goal setting ...................... April 25

. A relationship that depends on me....................... March/guth Study Committee: Relationships depend on us.......... July 4
Voices Edmond Lee, Pullman, WA: WD — Actively closing the gap................... March 28, July 11
How can members help the world’s suffering?.............. Jan. 10Why do we need a mentor?..........cc.ceevvivinnnnninnn. March 21

What do you do when someone on the street Craig Tachibana, Honolulu: PLEASE SEE INDEX, 15
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The sailing of the USSonstitution..............ccceevennnene Aug. 1 Destruction of Grand Reception Hall (photo caption)........ Oct. 24

INDEX, rrom paGE 14 Dallas Molloy: Female boxer wins over addiction ........Aug. 8/ictory of the People” — pullout on temple issue......

Brass Band Day in San Francisco ...............coo.owwvonee.. Junécl\ﬁgiam Brednnaﬂ: UC.:S. Suprseme Co?r}]!ustilce.... .Aug. Jlgikken fires top laWYer.......occvieiiici e

YOULN PAGES..veeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeerennans May 2, June 6, July 4, Aug Govey Leadership Center: Successful families ........... Aug. il
..... Pages. Sep{ 2 0ct 3 Nov. 7. Doz Homen and Flight” exhibition Children’s World

Music Corps.....Jan. 17, Feb. 28, March 28, April 25, May 30, at the Smithsonian Institution............. T AuUg. 2Ran Saito, New Orleans ...........ocooveeeeeeeeeeeesereeeene Jan. 17
....................... June 27, July 25, Sept. 12, Nov. 28, Dec. gcheril Raman Narayanan: Indian president ....Sepygdequeline Chauvin, Metairie, LA .. Jan. 31

San Francisco Byakuren talk about joys, struggles....... Jan. Biany Fields: Touch_Researqh Institute......................Sept. BAan Nakamura, Metairie, LA.... Feb. 14

Ed Feasel, youth division chief: Sister Teresa and Princess Diana: Resonant spirits .....Septrdi@y Villanueva................ccc.cccoeoevverrernnnn... ....Feb. 28
Always work toward your dream .......... ....Feb. vantrese Russell: Raised 34 children, Arron Rose Kay Arnold, Camp LeJeune, NC.............. April 25

Support activities are opportunities to grow . ..Feb, 21 including many special-needs Kids................c....... Sept. 26

Student division guidelines set ................. ...July 280ns” exhibition of Ansel Adams’ photography opens....... OCtE}-lends for Peace

YWD, YMD hold 1st national conferences................. Aug. 180b Dylan: American soul .............cccovvnivcicinne, -.0ct. 1077 " Jan. 10, Feb. 7, March 7, April 4, May 2, June 6,

2nd Jr. High and High School Divisions Brig. Gen. Evelyn Foote: Equality in the military o July 4, Aug. 1, Sept. 5, Oct. 3, Nov. 7, Dec. 5
Leaders Conference (FNCC).........co...covveemrverrnreen. Aug. Btanche Zembower: _ _ .

Men on the Move: FNCC conference .......................... Sept, %thj(rklng for welfare of Native Americans............... Oct. 29een Times

U.S. students join peace awareness survey. ....SeptRyck Yeager: Jan. 24, March 21, April 18, May 16,

_Sept. 1200th anniversary of breaking the sound barrier ....... (001 A A
_.Oct. ¥gVin Flattery: His dream for Peace Plaza ........ WNOY. 7
“OctF{an Schmidt: Using cartoons to teach peace .Nov

Nov. Z'L]ﬁnguage Pages

Youth spearhead music festival ................
Tucson, AZ: Men shoot for 100....................
Seattle: Torchlight Parade is a chance to shine ..

June 20, July 25, Oct. 31

Byakuren reevaluate mission, structure ....... ..No\Zg€ Koplowitz: MS victim runs in marathon.... . )

Ny Byakuren Chief appoiNted...............o..... “Dec. Yole Soyinka: Breaking the mental shackles.............. Nov. gganish ............ Jan. 10, Feb. 14, March 14, April 11, May 16,

No. Hollywood, CA: 1st anniversary of recovery group .....Dec. 2¢/nda Nuttall: L June 20, July 18, Aug. 22, Sept. 13, Nov. 21, Dec. 12
’ NAMES school benefits Native Americans............ Dec.Ghinese ...........cccceenn. July 25, Aug. 29, Sept. 26, Oct. 31,

Signiﬁcant Dates Study Circle Resource Center: Circles of life L DEC. 12 worereereeteenie s Nov. 21, Dec. 19
Jan. 26, SGI Day Jan Igbal Warming Summit, Kyoto: It's up to all of us....Dec. 1%
Feb. 16, Nichiren Daishonin's birthday Jan, PIVersity: Making differences matter ..............cc..... Dec. 26884y _ _
“Arise. the Sun of the Century” " T EebAT Ittt T8 . . Bonnie Boswell, Los Angeles: Martin Luther King Jr. —
e e R ot the Cer Y b -‘L[gmmng in Life: The Basics of the Practice _drum major for peace .................. RSSO Feb. 14
April 28, proclamation of th)é Daishonin’s Buddhism.....March 2B8armning how to ive ..............ccccciriiciiniinncincne. JanMichael Lisagor, Vienna, VA: Overcoming prejudice .......May 9
M%y 3 ’SBJka GAKKAI DAY ....vvvoooeeeerrreoeeeeeeeeeesee s Apr”&uddhahood lies in continuing .......... Jan. barry Ellis, Deerfield Beach, FL: To be a Buddhist......Nov. 28
, . ay ... I i e att whian \ou Bave g7 7 i .
332: gbpgﬁﬁgfrﬂtd“ﬂ,?g'gﬁ er]]lnsivkgrrtsh;;y """""""""""" %g,ggders?anding “faith”..... y ........................................ March tﬁaeadel‘Shlp Appointments
July 3 Ijay of Mentor and Disciple ..... undEgcoming a Buddhist..............ceciiiniisincieneee April E851-USA youth division leaders named .. Jan. 10
July 16, “Rissho Ankoku Ron” ... June Biriking a balance.... ...May \. joint termitories ..., ....Jan. 10
Aug. 24, SGI president joins the Soka Gakkai ........... Aug%afing Buddhism ...........cc......... May Jaint territory, national.......... ..March 7
Sept. 8| (1957), President Toda’s declaration against A o;{t:::/gz l?i:iiea?‘liglg as the universe ‘E])Lért]é.;gmatl?rﬂgrbAn'ajt(i)cljr::eflemtones - --M35528127
NUCIEAI WEAPONS ....c.veeeeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseesesesenesesenenenes ugP8ting guUIGance ........................ -Oct. L NAUONAL. .
Oct. 5 (1960), SGI-USA Day..........cco........ .Sept. BRUNG AGNt. oo Dec. gZe niors Page
Nov. 18 (1930), Soka Gakkai Founding Day................ Oct. . .
( ) i ﬁlleSUOIIS and Answers on Faith Jimmie Inaba, San FranCiSCo ............coweveeervrereenen. Nov. 14
Specia_l Features Can | practice without the Gohonzon?..........cccccvevveeinens JanTsuyako Feasel, San Diego
Feature on diversity (PUIOUL)............o.coovwoevreeerreerees JanHew can | deepen my perspective on the Gohonzon? .....JanYaiiko Loucks, Niagara Falls, NY ..., Nov. 14
The Gohonzon: Treasure map of life .. .Aug. ¥ghat is the Gohonzon within my life?.......................... Jan.l'glﬂl .
Taking care of business as Buddhists ...SeptMBy do some Gohonzon have fewer characters?......Marc dent Files
BUAARISLS iN TECOVENY —..... e octMose life-condition is it, anyway?.................... --April rancisco Palacio, Fort Lauderdale, FL....................... May 23
Gail Thomas-Amos: Report from South Africa. ‘Oct. 1What is the correct way to pray?...........cccoceueueieucienennnns Mawg@gela R. Smith, Atlanta .
What's cooking (at the FNCC)?........c.ocereeeeenn. _Nov. Y¥hatis the real meaning of Roy Balleste, Mi@Mi.............cc.ccovevverisreeriseisseesenonn, July 11
Practicing in the Caribbean: No laptops allowed......... Nov. 28 the oneness of self and environment? .................... May@@dney E. Tweed, Hampton, VA .........cc.ccocrverrrerinnnen. July 18
Soka University of America: A place people long for....Dec. ¥l€aning of offerings.........cccc.cooevveciiiicins ...May 3thy Reynolds, Sunnyvale, CA July 25
On the death penalty: How important is it to follow Buddhist formalities?....June 1&orey P. Spicer, AANtA...........ccoevevereveeereerersieeeeeeans Alg. 8
Mark Kaplan: Human revolution means all of us ...Dec, 1¢/hy do we emphasize the Ronda Dynice Brooks, Lomita, CA -Aug. 22
Patricia Ford: To kill the will to Kill ...........cc..cc...... Dec. 19 mentor—disciple relationship?...........cc..coccoieninn. June Ricole Walter, Minneapolis......... ..Sept. 19
Why doesn't this practice seem to be working for me? .Aug Kiyoko Aoki, Chicago.............. Oct. 17
Worldview How can | focus more on the Gohonzon?.................... Nov. 24son Williams, Hempstead, TX. Nov. 14
Henry Ossawa Tanner: African American painter........... Ja”Bk}tY Bodhisattva 1\;2:18;? ngtshu ”'\\,‘VC;rttgr”ngGr CA. 65501-95
gg:lljasl‘i?ﬁ Frankiin: A man of tolorable aiies " S e Feb. 21, April 11, May 9, June 6, Aug. 22inako Shibazaki, San ANONIO ..............cco..eerrre.. Dec. 26
Nehru and Gandhi: 50 years of freedom .............ccccueee Jan.ﬁ4 . .
Kofi Annan, U.N. secretary general: udthSt COIICGI)tS FNCC Impressions
Ushers U.N. into 21st cye%tury __________________________________ Jan. Bhe three categories of action (thoughts, words, deeds)..JanV@1oria Norgan Brown, Louisville, KY: ......ccccocvinnnne Oct. 3
Vernon Baker: First black soldier The secular world and Buddhist law..............cccccceeneee. Feb. P81y Walker, Santa Cruz, CA........ccooorreerenennieieceeens Oct. 10
to receive WWII medal of honor.........c..cccceevveuvneee. Feb.EBarthly desires are enlightenment.. .May li@nsil Choi, Long Beach, CA... Oct. 17

Zora Neal Hurston: Writer, folklorist ....Feb. 14osen-rufu . ..Jun8andi Drew Biron, Philadelphia..
Marian Anderson: Celebrated singer of 20th century.......Feb.$hakubuku........................ --AUQES? . e )

Martin Luther King Ill: A dream that can come true ....Feb. 28lany in body, one in mind. ...Dec. I88ay Contest Winners: Dlvel'Slty

Katharine Graham: Washingt®ostCEO.................. March 7 Determination.............ccocoviinniiiii Dec. 26die Appell, Berkeley, CA: Open, 1st place.................. Dec. 5

Virginia Woolf: Author, opposed horrors of war-...... March l‘tss . 3. . Lori McDaniel, Chicago: Open, 2nd place .. ..Dec. 5
Rebecca Lobo: U.S. women'’s basketball player ....... March bssues: the Nichiren Shoshu Priesthood Glyde Hart, Seattle: Open, 3rd place ..........ccccccevevevenne. Dec. 5
Chiune Sugihara: Risked everything to help Jews....... March @8ka Gakkai lawyer requests Nikken’s testimony ........ Jan. Fcqueline Barrios, West Covina, CA:

Adrienne Zihiman: What evolution is teaching us...
The Getty Center

-.April $GI-Ghana wins in land dispute with temple.............. April 18 High school, 15t place...........ccoovvvvcrrrvveenrieeaee. Dec. 5
..April Qluestions and Answers on the Temple Issue: Nancy Lin, Tampa, FL: High school, 2nd place............. Dec. 5

Judi Bari: Earth First! environmental activist ..April 18  What is the temple iISSUE? .........cccooveveerericiiiieieiennne JulyJhnifer Kubota, Ft. Lauderdale, FL:
Igbal Masih: Human rights activist.............c.ccocvvevenene April 25 Why is it important to know about the temple issue?.....July 25 Elementary, 1stplace..............ccccoiviiiiiiiniciennn, Dec. 5
Earth Day — students clean Brandywine River............. May 2 Who is NIKKEN?.......coovvoveveeereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeens ..Aug. Bica Badial, Vacaville, CA: Elementary, 2nd place ......Dec. 5

Susan Reyna: Organized migrants ...........cccoceevveveereennens May 9How are the temple and the SGI different?
David Busse: Water control manager.................. ...May 16s the Nichikan Gohonzon “counterfeit’?.....
Franklin Delano Roosevelt: An unconquered spirit.....May 23 Why does the SGI issue the Gohonzon? ...
Mary Ellen Mark: Photojournalist .May 30 Why did the SGI support the priesthood? .....
New York City water tunnel in Maspeth, Queens...........June 6 Why are members exchanging the Gohonzon? .........Oct. 3College, 2nd place...................
Lowell Bennion: Teacher, author, philosopher..... ..June 13|s it OK to go to a Nichiren Shoshu temple? ..... ...Oct. Michael Day, Alamogordo,
Henri Landwirth: Give Kids the World Foundation .....June 20 What's behind negative coverage of the Gakkai?........ Oct.Btittane D. Lewis, Houston:

Dr. Caleb Finch: Research on aging ............ccccccccueueanne June 2&Vhy don't the SGI and Nichiren Shoshu just talk? ....... Nov. 7 Junior high school, 1stplace ............cccccceveiiiiinins Dec. 12
Partnership for Peace: Bring former enemies together ......July 4Vhat can | do for temple members?............. ...Nov. Mcole Chu, Culver City, CA:

The life and legacy of Jacques Cousteau July 13What will happen in the future?.............ccccevvnenen. Nov. 21 Junior high school, 2nd place............ccccccoevvieniicnnn Dec. 12
Hong Kong returns to China . L.July 18 How can | l8arn MOre?.......cvvveeeeeeeeeeeveeeeee s DecChandary Hy, Aurora, CO:

Saving SEa tUMIES .....c.veviririeeccc e JulyNi&ken ordered to testify in libel trial...............ccccu..... Oct. 10 Junior high school, 3rd place......................... Dec. [z

..Aug. 2nnifer Numagami, Pottstown, PA:

..Sept. 5 Elementary, 3rd place ............c.ccococevviniininiiiciinns Dec. 5
...SeptQra Christensen, La Vista, NB: College, 1st place.....Dec. 1
..Sept. B&Chern Mark, Monterey Park, CA:
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Anthony Robinson offers his thoughts during a diversity awareness workshop for bank employees in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. American companies are spending a greater share of their

fferences Matter

training dollars on diversity training, a trend that's expected to continue as the American work force diversifies. By the year 2025, demographers predict, 40 percent of the potential
employment pool in the United States will be Hispanic, African American and Asian American, as compared to 24 percent today.

By DORIS McCLOSKEY

... CHICAGO CORRESPONDENT

n recent years, there has been a focus on diver-
sity and its value in the workplace. If so many of
us agree that diversity is valuable, why have so
many diversity efforts not fulfilled their promise?

Robin J. Ely, associate professor at Columbia Uni-
versity’s School of International and Public Affairs,
and David A. Thomas, associate professor at the Har-
vard Business School, are asking the same question.
Their research is changing the way business will be
done in the 21st century.

If we are to benefit from diversity, their research
suggests, we must examine ourselves. “We must
abandon an underlying and flawed assumption about
diversity and replace it with a broader understand-
ing,” they write in a report published in the Harvard
Business Review last year.

They found that most people look at diversity in one
of two ways: the discrimination and fairness paradigm

or the access and legitimacy paradigm. The researchers
found that when people simply think it’s the “just”
thing to diversify their organization, they often expect
women and people of color to be so homogenous that
their gender or ethnicity blends in. The second ap-
proach sees diversity as access to markets and usually
results in women and people of color being assigned
to work with “their type.” Both approaches continue to
create problems.

Ely and Thomas found a new perspective emerg-
ing among companies benefiting from diversity —
a perspective that values individuals because of
their different experiences. “Diversity should be
understood as the varied perspectives and ap-

‘proaches to work that members of different iden-

tity groups bring,” they write. When valued and lis-
tened to, individuals bring knowledge and
experience about how to actually do the work: how
to design the process, how to reach the goal, how
to create effective teams, communicate ideas and
lead. This in turn helps companies grow and im-

prove. The researchers call this new approach the
learning and effectiveness paradigm.

“Diversity is a tough issue because you are forced to
work onrelationships, your own with other people,” Dr.
Ely said in an interview. It’s humanizing, unlike other
work-related problems. She explained that her interest
in diversity developed out of a consciousness-raising
group on women’s issues when she was only 15. “As
you are exposed to the oppression experienced by oth-
ers, it broadens your experience and you begin to see
the connections between people,” she said.

Companies that are benefiting from diversity are
taking on the time-consuming job of truly under-
standing another culture and how it affects a person’s
actions and communication. They are encouraging
open discussion. “They actively work against forms
of dominance and subordination that inhibit full con-
tribution,” the researchers report. And they make
greater efforts to build trust.

Ashift toward this paradigm requires a high-level
commitment to changing oneself. WTj



