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Groundbreaking a Community Event
BY JOHN BATES

BUREAU CHIEF

Los Angeles, Dec. 13

In a ceremony surging with pos-
itive energy, a host of public of-
ficials, community leaders and
local neighbors gathered with
SGI-USA members today to
celebrate the start of construc-
tion of the Los Angeles Friend-
ship Center.

Sunny, spring-like weather
and songs from the America
Rainbow Chorus accented the
all-around smiles as speaker
after speaker praised the SGI’s
enterprise. Vera de Vera, U.S.
Sen. Barbara Boxer’s deputy,

commended the SGI’s dedica-
tion — “Your efforts will make
a tremendous difference in the
community” — while Dolores
Carnizales of Los Angeles
Mayor Richard Riordan’s office
said of the future center, “This is
exactly what we need.” Ad-
dressing the SGI’s focus on inner
life and the effect that has on
self-esteem, especially of young
people, she shared the belief that
“only this type of effort is going
to turn Los Angeles around.”

Los Angeles Police Depart-
ment Captain John P. Mutz

LAPD Wilshire area
commander Captain
John P. Mutz ‘lends a
hand’ with SGI-USA
member Gail Jennings,
Boy and Girls Group
members and
neighborhood kids at
the Friendship Fence
around the
construction site for the
L.A. Friendship Center.
‘It warms my heart to
know what a difference
this center will make to
the community,’
Captain Mutz says.
Community outreach
has been a major aspect
of the preparation for
this new center.
(Below) Community
activist Annie Jo
Robertson, 97, gave an
inspiring welcome
speech to the SGI-USA.

PLEASE SEE GROUNDBREAKING, 4

Student Art Exhibition in Japan
The 12th Soka Student Art Exhibition and 8th Soka Student Photo Exhibition are soon to be held in Tokyo. For the second
year in a row, SGI-USA student division members have been invited to participate in this annual international event.

When: March 14–April 5, 1998
Where: Soka Gakkai Josei Toda International Center
Who: Open to all youth division college-level students
What: Oil and water paintings

Prints
Graphic design
Free-style design
Black and white photographs

Deadline: In Japan before March 1

For application information, please contact your region office or Valerie Thomas or Jeff Farr at the World Culture Center, (310) 451-8811.



NO ARTICLE VIEW AVAILABLE



NO ARTICLE VIEW AVAILABLE



4
DECEMBER26, 1997 • WORLD TRIBUNE NEWS

thanked the SGI “for being here.
Our mission will be to support
you wherever we can in what-
ever way we can, and make sure
you can do the work you do.”

And keynote speaker Lula
Washington, whose Contempo-
rary Dance Theater is based in
the neighborhood, sensed “pos-
itive energy — an overwhelm-
ing force bubbling up and ex-
panding out into the area.” She
called the future center a “safe
haven where young people can
come and be inspired,” a trans-

formative presence that she be-
lieved can bring about what are
called in Swahili umoja and
ujama — unity and harmony.

But it was 97-year-old com-
munity activist Annie Jo Robert-
son who made the greatest im-
pact with her advice on “how to
stay here even longer than me”
— “You have to treat people the
way you’d like to be treated,”
she said.

The Friendship Center, the
first SGI structure in Los Ange-
les to be built from the ground
up, is scheduled to open in late
1998. WT

GROUNDBREAKING, FROM PAGE 1

Irene Wang is appointed
the new SGI-USA
Byakuren chief, Dec. 4.

BY IRENE WANG
SGI-USA BYAKUREN CHIEF

In 1986, shortly after my ar-
rival in the United States, I re-

connected with the SGI and also
started attending high school
and participating in the Fife and
Drum Corps. Despite my faith in
the practice, I did not enjoy the
activities, because I was forced
by my mother to go. Sometimes
we had to get up at 4:00 a.m. so
we could do gongyo and be at
the meeting site by 7:00, three
hours before the meeting
started. 

But I was so impressed by the
people who worked behind the
scenes, like the Byakuren mem-
bers, so I joined Byakuren when
I turned 18.

Last year, I supported the 21st
SGI General Meeting and other
events at the Florida Nature and
Culture Center. I was assisting
with the translation equipment
used for representatives from
throughout the world. Before
each major meeting, five
Byakuren members would

spend many hours changing
3,000 batteries in the equipment.
Facing mountains of equipment
and batteries, I realized how
noble the Byakuren mission is. If
just one machine lost power, one
person from a distant country
would leave the meeting feeling
discouraged.

As Byakuren chief, I am de-
termined to provide the same op-
portunities for Byakuren mem-
bers that my Byakuren big sisters
gave to me. I will  raise capable
young women by supporting and
entrusting them with important
responsibilities, making sure that
the Byakuren organization will
provide a warm environment in
which all young women can chal-
lenge themselves and overcome
all obstacles in life. The SGI-
USA Byakuren is looking for-
ward to developing into a group
that is global and capable of co-
ordinating movements to wel-
come international members.WT

BY TED MORINO
EXECUTIVE EDITOR

Santa Monica, Calif., Dec. 12

The reappointment of SGI-
USA General Director Fred
M. Zaitsu and General Di-
rector Emeritus George M.
Williams as SGI vice presi-
dents was announced at 
the SGI’s annual directors 

meeting, held in Japan on 
Nov. 14. 

SGI-USA Senior Vice
General Director Daniel Na-
gashima was also appointed
as an SGI vice president.

There are 16 SGI vice
presidents throughout the
world, each serving a two-
year term. WT

Photo by LISA HOLLIS

Irene Wang, Byakuren chief.

SGI Vice Presidents
Appointed

Recovery
Group Marks
First
Anniversary

BY JERI LOVE
CORRESPONDENT

North Hollywood, Calif., Oct. 19

The daimoku was strong and
the spirits were high as mem-
bers of the so-called Lotus
Group recently celebrated their
first “year of consistency” —
meeting on the third Sunday of
every month, despite obstacles,
to help members use their Bud-
dhist practice to overcome the
suffering of addiction in their
lives.

“We are committed to prov-
ing the validity of Nichiren
Daishonin’s Buddhism as the
basis for our development as
first-rate human beings,” said
Frazier Thompson, co-founder
of group. “Through our faith,
education, awareness and by
encouraging self-empower-
ment, we have an opportunity
to revitalize appreciation for
our own lives.”

The meetings are open to
members and guests who either
have an addiction problem or
are in a relationship with a per-
son who is addicted. The mem-
bers define addiction as “a
pathological relationship with
any mood-altering person,
place, substance or thing that
has life-damaging conse-
quences. The key word is
pathological. This is what sep-
arates a habit from addiction,
and it is why there is no such
thing as a positive addiction.”

The meetings serve as a
forum, providing an open and
supportive environment where
participants have an opportu-
nity to share, participate in

faith-based dialogue and come
to terms with their own issues,
as they relate to addiction and
co-dependency.

It was at Robert Inatomi’s
suggestion that the members
start meeting a year ago. Hav-
ing a son in recovery for six
years, Mr. Inatomi, who is Los
Angeles #1 Joint Territory
guidance staff, said that addic-
tion affects everyone, not just
the person with the problem.

“Whatever you’re chanting
for, don’t give up,” Mr. Inatomi
told the members during his
words of encouragement. 
“All of your prayers will be 
answered.”

He added, “The sooner you
get to the Gohonzon, the
quicker you will have the free-
dom to live a full life.”

At the end of the meeting, the
members made a determination
to expand this faith-based ac-
tivity to reach out to more mem-
bers who are suffering because
of addiction. WT

Photo by JERI LOVE

New Byakuren Chief Appointed
Members of the Lotus Group
celebrate the one-year anniversary
of their informal gathering, which
meets monthly to help members
use their Buddhist practice to
overcome addiction.

Groundbreaking for Friendship
Center Is a Community Event

The Student Files

Iam currently going for my master’s in
bilingual–bicultural education with a

concentration in English as a Second Lan-
guage. Upon moving to the United States
from Japan, I enrolled in ESL courses and
found them to be invaluable to my learn-
ing process. My goal now is to teach Eng-
lish to non-English speakers using what I
have learned as an ESL student myself.

In my program, not only do we study the
English language but also the philosophies

and religions of various cultures. Unlike
other students, who have to do research to
find out about religions, I can discuss the
Daishonin’s Buddhism with my classmates
and teachers based on what I’ve learned at
meetings and from my experiences.

So most of my classmates know that I
am a Buddhist. And many of them come to
me to find out more about this Buddhism.
In fact, some often call me for advice from
the Buddhist perspective! WT

Name: Minako Shibazaki
School: University of Texas

at San Antonio
Major: Bilingual–bicultural

education
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SGI President’s Messages and Speeches
All-Japan Representatives Conference (Nov. 22) ..........Jan. 1
Prefecture Chiefs Conference (Dec. 5) .........................Jan. 10
5th HQ Leaders Meeting (Nov. 17) ...................................Jan. 10
Quarterly subject index .................................................Jan. 17
9th Soka Glory Gathering (Nov. 2) ...................................Jan. 24
Nationwide Representatives Conference (Nov. 23)........Feb. 7
6th HQ Leaders Meeting (Dec. 16) ..............................Feb. 14
YMD and YWD Leaders Meeting (Jan. 11) .................Feb. 21
Conference (Dec. 28).......................................................Feb. 21
New Year’s gathering (Jan. 2) .......................................Feb. 28
Hong Kong General Meeting (Feb. 19).......................March 7
SGI Representatives Leaders Conference (Feb. 19) .......March 7
With representatives from five nations (Jan. 23).........March 7
Summary (Feb. 25) ...................................................March 14
Leaders Representatives Conference (Dec. 21) ........March 14
WD Leaders Meeting (Jan. 7) ...................................March 14
All-Japan Representatives Conference (Feb. 1) ........March 21
2nd Okinawa Executive Conference (Feb. 27)..............April 4
Joint Executive Conf., SGI of Hong Kong (Feb. 13).....April 4
Jilin University, Hong Kong (Feb. 20) ........................April 11
Executive Conference, Okinawa (Feb. 23)..................April 18
Representative Leaders Conference (Feb. 1)..................May 2
Okinawa Prefecture Representatives (Feb. 25) ............May 16
8th HQ Leaders Meeting (Feb. 8) ................................May 23
WD Executive Conference, Okinawa (Feb. 26) ...........May 30
Tokyo Chapter Leaders Meeting (Mar. 8) ....................May 30
10th HQ Leaders Meeting (April 21)...........................June 13
Shanghai Univ., honorary professorship (May 12) ......June 20
9th HQ Leaders Meeting (March 5).............................June 27
Representatives Conference, Kansai (May 17)...............July 4
WD Leaders Meeting (March 24).................................July 11
Soka Women’s College Graduation (March 18) ...........July 18
The Basics of Faith, excerpts of speeches ....................July 18
Soka Gakkai Successors Day (May 5) .............................Aug. 1
Opening of the SGI Spring Training Course (April 19) .....Aug. 8
11th HQ Leaders Meeting (May 19) ...........................Aug. 15
SGI Executive Conference (April 17) .........................Aug. 22
Message to U.S.–Japan exchange (Aug. 17) ...............Aug. 29
Chubu Representatives Conference (May 26)...............Sept. 5
12th HQ Leaders Meeting (June 16) ...........................Sept. 19
13th HQ Leaders Meeting (July 9)..............................Sept. 26
Kanagawa Prefecture Representatives (Sept. 15) .........Oct. 10
14th HQ Leaders Meeting (Aug. 27) ............................Oct. 24
SGI World Youth Peace General Meeting (Sept. 13) ....Oct. 31
Club of Rome annual meeting (Oct. 23–25) ..................Nov. 7
15th HQ Leaders Meeting (Sept. 25) .............................Nov. 7
Leaders Conference (Sept. 5) ......................................Nov. 14
Presentation of 1997 Tagore Peace Award (Oct. 23)....Nov. 28
Yamanashi Prefecture WD Leaders (Sept. 30).............Dec. 19
16th HQ Leaders Meeting (Nov. 8)..............................Dec. 26

The New Human Revolution
Volume 5: Chapter 3 “Victory”

(42–44) Jan. 1, (45–47) Jan. 24
Chapter 4 “Lion”
(1–3) Jan. 31, (4–9) Feb. 7, (10–12) Feb. 14, (13–18) Feb.
21, (19–24) March 14, (25–29) March 21, (30–35) March
28, (36–38) April 4

Volume 6: Chapter 1 “Treasure Land”
(1–5) April 11, (6–8) April 18, (9–11) April 25, (12–17)
May 9, (18–23) May 16, (24–29) May 23, (30–34) May 30
Chapter 2 “Long Journey”
(1–6) June 6, (7–12) June 13, (13–18) June 20, (19–24)
June 27, (25–27) July 4, (28–30) July 11, (31–36) July 18,
(37–41) July 25
Chapter 3 “Acceleration”
(1–6) Aug. 1, (7–12) Aug. 8, (13–17) Aug. 15, (18–23)
Aug. 22, (24–26) Aug. 29, (27–29) Sept. 5, (30–35) Sept.
12, (36–38) Sept. 19
Chapter 4 “Rough Seas”
(1–2) Sept. 19, (3–8) Sept. 26, (9–13) Oct. 3, (14–18) Oct.
10, (19–24) Oct. 17, (25–29) Oct. 24, (30–31) Oct. 31
Chapter 5 “Young Eagles”
(1–6) Nov. 14, (7–11) Nov. 21, (12–14) Nov. 28, (15–16)
Dec. 12

Buddhism and the Art of Medicine
Senile dementia (#23)...................................................Feb. 28
Kidney disease (#24) ..................................................April 25
Skin disorders (#25) ....................................................Aug. 29
Drugs and medicines, part 1 (#26) ..............................Sept. 12
Drugs and medicines, part 2 (#27)................................Oct. 10

My Recollections
Lia Chengzhi, pres., China–Japan Friendship Assoc. ...Jan. 17

Farouk Hosni, Egypt minister of culture.......................Jan. 31
Turgut Ozal, former president, Republic of Turkey......Feb. 28
Maria Teresa Roxas, pres. Philippines Cultural Ctr .......March 14
John Major, prime minister, United Kingdom ..........March 21
Chang Shuhong, custodian, treasures of Dunhuang.......May 9
Javier Pérez de Cuéllar, 5th U.N. secretary-general.....May 23
The Honorable Justice S. Mohan of India......................June 6
Mahathir bin Mohamad, prime minister of Malaysia.....June 13
Fidel V. Ramos, pres., Republic of the Philippines......Aug. 29
Hassan Gouled Aptidon, pres., Republic of Djibouti ......Sept. 12
Jin Yong, Chinese author ..............................................Oct. 17

Discussions on Youth
Friendship during youth, part 2 (#6) .............................Jan. 17
What is love? (#7) .........................................................Jan. 31
Finding happiness in your work (#8) ........................March 28
What is a world citizen? (#9) .........................................May 9
Bringing out our best (#10) ...........................................Aug. 8
The meaning of being considerate (#11) .....................Aug. 15
The contest of human rights (#12)................................Oct. 17
Reading makes you strong (#13) .................................Nov. 14
Knowing history, knowing yourself (#14) ...................Nov. 28
Art vs. arrogance (#15) ................................................Dec. 12

The Third Stage of Life
There is no retirement age (#1) ......................................Nov. 7
Your face reveals your character (#2) ..........................Nov. 21

Poems by SGI President Ikeda
New Year’s poems (3) .....................................................Jan. 1
Dawn’s Light: Toward an Age of Buddhist Renaissance ....Jan. 1
New Year’s poems.........................................................Jan. 17

May 3 poems................................................................June 13
May 5 poems (Soka Gakkai Successors Day) ...............Aug. 1
Celebrating 50 years of practice (Aug. 24)....................Sept. 5
Founding Day poems (Nov. 18)...................................Nov. 28

SGI President’s Meetings With Dignitaries
Talks with Russian scholars (Nov. 29) ............................Jan. 1
Welcomes Cuban delegation ..........................................Feb. 7
Peace proposal urges inner revolution ................................Feb. 28
Begins visit to Hong Kong............................................Feb. 28
Artist’s life a model of victory — Fan Zhaoling .........March 7
Talks with Soka Schools officials ...............................March 7
Receives honorary professorship, Hong Kong..........March 14
Joins European group dedicated to dialogue...............April 11
Begins tour of China (May 11–12) ..............................May 23
U.S. peace organization commends SGI president......Aug. 22
Donates 1,000 books to Aliso Viejo library .................Aug. 29
Meets peace activist Dr. Krieger (Sept. 14) ..................Oct. 17
Intern’l U.N. support group honors SGI president .......Oct. 24
Calls for a “new humanism” (Oct. 21)..........................Oct. 31
Meets with Sonia Gandhi (Oct. 17) ..............................Oct. 31
SGI president in India..................................................Nov. 14

Rajiv Gandhi photo exhibit opens in New Delhi ....Nov. 14
Meets Indian prime minister...................................Nov. 14
Indian president welcomes SGI leader ...................Nov. 14
Receives first Tagore peace award ..........................Nov. 14
New Delhi Friendship Centre opens.......................Nov. 14

Talks with Dr. Linus Pauling Jr......................Nov. 28, Dec. 12
Meets with Brazilian composer Amaral Vieira ............Nov. 28

SGI Deputy President Einosuke Akiya
Shed the Mystic Law’s light on each person .................Jan. 31
Putting out the fire with human revolution..................March 7
Great castle of people for the new century................March 21
Illuminate the lives of all those around us......................May 2
The district is vital to the members’ happiness.............June 13
SGI president begins tour of China ..............................May 23
Happiness comes from working for others....................Sept. 5

General Director Fred M. Zaitsu
New Year’s message........................................................Jan. 1
My deepest thanks for your efforts...............................June 13

International News
SGI president to receive 1st Tagore Peace award..........Jan. 31
Peace activities going strong on African continent .......Jan. 31
SGI launches public information website .....................Jan. 31
Ads focus on Japanese tabloid practices.........................Feb. 7
Festival displays hope — Hong Kong, Feb. 21 ...........March 7
SGI centers in Singapore, Ghana .............................March 28
Trinidad workshop: Taking personal responsibility .......May 2
Tokyo: Historian discusses the real “Braveheart” .........May 9
Shanghai: SGI president interviewed for documentary .....May 30 
Brazilian city names park after Josei Toda...................June 20
Hiroshima, Soka Gakkai unveils peace monument......June 27
Philosophy institute opens Russian branch.....................July 4
SGI-Canada sponsors peace rally .................................July 25
SGI calls for world focus on disarmament ....................Aug. 8
Soka Gakkai youth donate ambulance in Nepal ..........Aug. 22
Dr. Felix Unger speaks at Soka University (July 11).......Aug. 22
Peace organization names award after SGI leader.......Sept. 12
Indian school dedicates building to SGI president ......Sept. 19
Brazilian city to build Ikeda Peace Park......................Sept. 26
1998 theme: Victory of the People................................Oct. 17
South Asia reps meeting, India (Oct. 20) .....................Nov. 14
Hong Kong: Exhibition of European masters opens....Nov. 28
Beijing: Music school honors SGI president ..............Nov. 28
Gorbachevs visit Kansai Soka High Schools .................Dec. 5
SGI vice presidents appointed .....................................Dec. 26

National News
New study curriculum for children ................................Jan. 1
World Tribune makes a new start.....................................Jan. 1
New York: Youth activity, “The Poobah Lounge” .........Jan. 10
Ft. Lauderdale, FL: Animal show delights kids ............Jan. 10
Santa Monica, CA: Community relations to expand.....Jan. 17
Santa Monica, CA: ’97 plan set for Florida center........Jan. 24
Columbia, SC: Boys and girls learn importance of trees.....Jan. 24
Boston: Community involvement focus of kickoffs......Jan. 24
Memphis, TN: Community center relocates...................Feb. 7
Ft. Lauderdale, FL: Pioneers (five guidelines) .............Feb. 14
Art students invited to participate in international show....Feb. 14
Direct mail system for subscriptions takes effect .........Feb. 14
L.A. members and the “African American Tale” ..........Feb. 14
San Francisco: Fresh start with new auditorium...........Feb. 21

PLEASE SEE INDEX, 13
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Children cultivate the Gandhi Garden across from the
New York Culture Center, spring 1997.
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Columbus, OH: Children’s rights exhibit begins tour .....Feb. 21
Panel puts a human face on sexual diversity.................Feb. 21
Boston: Translation groups are a source of growth.........March 7
Queens, NY: Neighborhood reorganization under way ....March 7
Virginia Culture Dept. sponsors diversity seminar......March 14
Scholars to study SGI-USA ......................................March 21
Answers to common subscriptions questions ...........March 21
Los Angeles: SGI-USA participates in marathon .....March 21
El Cerrito celebrates Black History Month...............March 21
Friendships bloom in women’s meetings..................March 28
FNCC: Key bureaus make a fresh start .........................April 4
March 16 celebration closes generation gap .................April 4
Chicago: Career fair for students ................................April 11
Boulder, CO: Reorganization leads to friendships......April 11
SGI president’s “Recollections” to be broadcast ........April 18
Washington, DC: FNCC conference diary..................April 18
New York: Career Expo shows youth unlimited future .....April 18
Las Vegas: Family festival brings out best ..................April 25
Phoenix: Coping with stress is a matter of attitude .....April 25
Dallas: Boys and girls clean local wilderness park ........May 2
Boston Research Center sponsors 

Religion and Ecology Series.....................................May 2
Denver: Members plant 1,000 cherry trees ....................May 2
Youth Study Committee completes study survey...........May 2
Los Angeles: L.A. Friendship Center to open................May 9
New York: A dialogue with Rosa Parks..........................May 9
Santa Monica, CA: SGI-USA’s diversity .....................May 16
Panorama City, CA: Thai culture at meetings ..............May 16
Dallas: Members visit retirement home residents ........May 16
New York: Women’s conference on health...................May 23
Philadelphia: Members put volunteerism into action...May 30
Oakland, CA: Miles Tarver, NCAA basketball champion....May 30
New York: Children cultivate Gandhi Garden................June 6
San Diego: SGI Spring Leaders Conference report .......June 6
Calabasas, CA: SUA graduate school applications........June 6
Survey of SGI-USA continues.....................................June 13
Alaska Community Center re-opens............................June 13
Woodville, TX: Houston’s Future Force ......................June 13
Opportunities available for FNCC retreats...................June 20
Omaha, NB: Nebraska HQ members forum 

generates ideas........................................................June 20
Domestic violence in every social class, doctor says ...June 27
Nassau Chapter holds first neighborhood event...........June 27
Washington, DC: Boys and Girls Group meeting...........July 4
Denver: Seminar on “Dealing with Racial Diversity” ....July 4
Gen’l Dir. gives three points for rest of year .................July 11
Reorganization report ...................................................July 11
CEC adopts changes to leadership procedures .............July 18
New York: Anti-Violence Awareness Day ....................July 18
Orange County, CA: SGI-USA hosts multicultural fair .....July 18
Ridgeway, NJ: Fourth of July parade............................July 25
Earth Charter to set standard 

on environmental awareness ....................................Aug. 1
Boston Research Center initiates Earth Charter forums Aug. 1
San Francisco: Anti-nuclear declaration is theme of 

upcoming exchange..................................................Aug. 8
Minnesota members join flood relief efforts .................Aug. 8
Radio stations to broadcast “Recollections”................Aug. 15
Long Island, NY: SGI-USA members introduce 

Buddhism at day camp ...........................................Aug. 15
Houston: Mothers group talks with professional 

about handling temperamental tots ........................Aug. 15
Seattle: Meeting with visiting Islamic leaders.............Aug. 15
Washington, DC: Chorus sings ...................................Aug. 22
U.S.–Japan youth exchange 

(San Francisco, Santa Monica, Dallas) ..................Aug. 29
U.S.–Japan exchange members meet Dr. David Krieger...Aug. 29
U.S.–Japan exchange focuses on temple issue ............Aug. 29
Walnut, CA: Chinese group training held ...................Sept. 12
U.N. AIDS clock is backdrop to HIV/AIDS forum.....Sept. 19
A Portland (OR) renaissance.......................................Sept. 19
New York: Second sight — recording World Tribune 

for sight-impaired members...................................Sept. 26
Santa Monica, CA: Interfaith conference ...................Sept. 26
Boston: ArtsFest brings art to life................................Sept. 26
New York: Festival celebrates African culture................Oct. 3
Santa Monica, CA: Journalism professor lectures 

on journalistic reform................................................Oct. 3
FNCC: Caribbean islanders unite with 

mainland friends......................................................Oct. 10
Hayward, CA: When there are things to fix..................Oct. 10
Memphis, TN: Museum hosts children’s exhibit ..........Oct. 17
New York: Forum focuses on AIDS..............................Oct. 24
Philadelphia: Festival brings friends together...............Oct. 24
“My Recollections” to be broadcast to western U.S.........Oct. 31
Scholars complete SGI-USA survey ............................Oct. 31

San Francisco: Open house and culture festival ...........Oct. 31
Camden, NJ: Exhibit opens in New Jersey ....................Nov. 7
Santa Monica, CA: Diversity seminar 

confronts prejudices .................................................Nov. 7
New York: Latino festival blends cultures......................Nov. 7
Annual contribution forms available............................Nov. 21
FNCC schedule of conferences for 1998 .....................Dec. 12
Boston Research Center: Global Citizen awards .........Dec. 12
San Francisco: Gay meeting stresses responsibility.....Dec. 12
Major festivals announced for 1998.............................Dec. 19
Activity guidelines for 1998 ........................................Dec. 19
Ten visions for a successful organization.....................Dec. 19
Los Angeles: Groundbreaking for friendship center....Dec. 26

Editorials
Living your own life......................................................Jan. 10
Creating your own milestones.......................................Jan. 17
Rising to the challenge..................................................Jan. 24
Thanks for dedication (subscriptions paperwork).........Jan. 31
Strengthening our faith is our responsibility...................Feb. 7
Prayer, not just chanting, key to great change...............Feb. 21

A bold degree of trust — raising the next generation ...Feb. 28
Moving ahead after divorce ......................................March 21
A revolution of understanding ....................................April 11
Fields of fortune — benefit of Buddhist offering........April 18
Expanding our ability to care ......................................April 25
You can give a good lecture ...........................................May 9
Everywhere be bold .....................................................May 23
Developing our community “gardens”.........................June 13
Half done, half to go (yearly goals)..............................June 20
A time for renewal (leadership terms) ..........................July 25
Learn, grow, live............................................................Aug. 8
Any moment can be a crucial one................................Aug. 15
Students need our support ...........................................Aug. 22
Everything is a benefit .................................................Aug. 29
It’s all of our business..................................................Sept. 12
It’s not just niceness ....................................................Sept. 26
Of leaders and beach balls ............................................Oct. 10
Excommunicating the excommunicated.......................Oct. 17
Your own mind business...............................................Oct. 31
The future is...beyond words .......................................Nov. 14
Welcome. You’ve got mail. ..........................................Nov. 21
Hope — the fuel for faith.............................................Nov. 28
Better living through chemistry?..................................Dec. 12
Beyond the usual (new ways of thinking) ....................Dec. 19
A fortunate new year....................................................Dec. 26

Interviews
Felix Unger, president, European Academy of 

Sciences and Arts.......................................................Jan. 1
Duncan Sheik, musician .................................................Feb. 7
Roberto Peccei, dean at UCLA ....................................Feb. 21
Carol Bellamy, executive director of UNICEF .........March 14
Steven Sater, playwright .............................................April 25
Prvoslav Davinic, director, U.N. Centre for 

Disarmament Affairs ..............................................Aug. 29
David Krieger, president, Nuclear Age Peace Foundation.....Oct. 17
Miyoko Matsubara, Hiroshima survivor......................Nov. 28

Question of the Month
Greatest victory in 1996 and determination for 1997......Jan. 1
What does it mean to you to live as a Buddhist?.............Feb. 7
How and when do you tell others about Buddhism? ....March 7
What’s the significance to you of supporting 

the organization financially?....................................April 4
How do you in everyday life stand alone for justice?.....May 2
How has studying the priesthood issue 

helped you deepen your faith? ..................................June 6
What has Buddhism taught you about independence? .......July 4
How do you attract and support youth in your district?.....Aug. 1
Why did you exchange your 

Nikken-transcribed Gohonzon? ...............................Sept. 5
What has been the biggest change in your beliefs 

since you started practicing? .....................................Oct. 3
At Thanksgiving time, what are you most thankful for?.....Nov. 7
As a Buddhist, how do you celebrate the holidays? .......Dec. 5

Perspectives
Jared Goldman, Scottsdale, AZ: The heart of guidance .....Jan. 10
Dixon Hamby, Bellevue, WA: Joys of a home page......Jan. 17
Allan Horbach, So. Korea: 

You don’t always get what you want........................Jan. 24
Cheryl McIntosh, Kansas City, KS: 

Letting go of negativity............................................Jan. 31
Maureen Pietoso, Cincinnati, OH: 

Buddhist perspective yields hope ..............................Feb. 7 
Patricia Ruff, Washington, DC: The Buddha wisdom......Feb. 14
Sheila Markson, New York: Trust through friendship ......Feb. 21
John Sargent, Northridge, CA: 

Real change starts with me......................................Feb. 28
Anna Hernandez, Culver City, CA: Pulling up roots .....March 7
Richard Brown, Atlanta: The spirit of a Bodhisattva......March 14
Lynette Yetter, Los Angeles: 

Fresh paint takes on new meaning .......................March 21
Hilda Gray, Boston: New attitude .............................March 28
Jim Celer, Omaha, NB: My own private holiday ..........April 4
Veronica Evans, Chicago: Lessons of death................April 11
Ron Baird, San Francisco: 

What group do you belong to?...............................April 18
Dixon Hamby, Bellevue, WA: I cried today................April 25
Anna Hernandez, Culver City, CA: 

Health from a sense of belonging .............................May 2
Fletcher Dalton, Boston: A letter to Tiger Woods ..........May 9
Michael Lisagor, Vienna, VA: Tiger thoughts ................May 9
Michael Lisagor, Vienna, VA: The rhythm of peace.....May 16
Marion D. Wheeler, North Hollywood, CA: 

Contributions are my choice ...................................May 23
Rosalye A. Settles, Washington, DC: 

Celebrating Mother’s Day without her ...................May 30
Lisa Jones, West Hollywood, CA: 

Infinity and the Florida Nature and Culture Center ......June 6
Jan Sibert, Angels Camp, CA: Magic eye for tolerance .....June 13
Gail Edmonds-Bunn, Watervliet, NY: 

No need for revenge................................................June 20
Patrick Kelleher, Moreno Valley, CA: 

Butterfly muscles....................................................June 27
Bill Endsley, Chicago: Emancipate yourself ..................July 4
Phil Simpson, Atlanta: Creative conversations 

on environmental protection....................................July 11
Fletcher Dalton, Boston: 

Ode to our “supporting pioneers” ............................July 18
Wanda Peacock, Philadelphia: The solution starts here.....July 25
LuAnn Adams, New York: 

From the same deep blue sea....................................Aug. 1
Fay Hovey, Haiku, Maui: Contact-ing 

humanistic values .....................................................Aug. 8
Michael Cochrane, Bellingham, WA: 

Beyond here there be dragons ................................Aug. 15
Fletcher Dalton, Boston: 

When Africa comes into its own.............................Aug. 22
Donna Feheeley, Millersville, MD: 

I believe the borders are gone.................................Aug. 29
Irlene Owada, Denver: Just who’s disabled here? .........Sept. 5
Liz Goldner, Detroit: In the real world ........................Sept. 12
Deborah Goodwin, Los Angeles: 

Diana’s death can spur us to act .............................Sept. 19
Anne M. Hudson, Cambridge, MA: 

The perception of color ..........................................Sept. 26
Andrew Gebert, New York: I won’t let you fall ..............Oct. 3
Arthur Head, Homestead, FL: The lesson of thank you......Oct. 10
Chuck Gomez, New York: Our lives as faith itself........Oct. 17
Gina Jones, Riverside, CA: Out of the ashes ................Oct. 24
Tamara Jenkins, New York: Turning point....................Oct. 31
Jeff Farr, Los Angeles: The wired, wired West ..............Nov. 7
Dixon Hamby, Seattle: A hero in my own back yard......Nov. 14
Robin Tish, Cambridge, MA: 

Healing after the Holocaust ....................................Nov. 21
Troy D. Roots, Washington, DC: All the difference ....Nov. 28
S.D. Yana Davis, Knoxville, TN: 

As this chapter gets under way .................................Dec. 5
Gloria Jean Royster, Atlanta: “No limit” holiday season....Dec. 12
Cuqui Bonnell, Miami: Reinventing the holidays........Dec. 19
Yvette Edmond: Willing to speak out ..........................Dec. 26
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The Florida Nature and Culture Center, in its first full year of
operation, was the site of dozens of conferences in 1997.



District Profiles
Gaylord District, Boulder, CO: 

Helps win community playground...........................Jan. 10
Vallejo Central District, CA: 

Joins community to stop violence..........................April 25
Desert District, Tempe, AZ ..........................................May 16

Profiles
Dorothy Rhodes, Los Angeles: Wilshire leader ............Jan. 17
Hermine Gayle, New York: 

Life saved in severe accident ...................................Jan. 24
Michael Pehmoeller, Longmont, CO: 

Becomes community leader.....................................Jan. 31
Payton Brothers, Las Vegas: 

Musicians turn poison to medicine ......................March 28
Rodney Mitchell, Phoenix: Law student helps youth .......April 11
Lucy Golden, Goulds, FL: 

Making kids feel important.....................................May 23
Rodist Dearing: Crisis counselor counts on Buddhism.....May 30
Lisa Mommsen, SUA graduate ......................................June 6
Doug Hebert, Atlanta: Vision impaired; 

takes study exam with help of members ..................July 11
Karen Zeller, South Miami, FL: Making a difference .....July 18
Nanci Rossov, Los Angeles: Movie mission .................Aug. 8
Lucia Rijker, Los Angeles: Right on target...................Oct. 17
Judy Garrard, West Palm Beach, FL: 

On behalf of the students.........................................Oct. 31

Sign Posts
Teaching others means to learn ourselves .......................Jan. 1
Winning over our lack of self-confidence .....................Jan. 10
Remember what a good thing we’ve got .......................Jan. 17
Appreciating life and friendship ...................................Jan. 24
Remembering we are in charge of our lives ..................Jan. 31
Life is an unending battle ...............................................Feb. 7
Changing the “weather” for the better .........................Feb. 14
A lifelong challenge of faith, repudiating slander ........Feb. 21
I am not merely a survivor ...........................................Feb. 28
See how it works — cause and effect..........................March 7
How precious life is ..................................................March 14
The best daughter I can be ........................................March 21
Being a hero..............................................................March 28
Standing inside the fire .................................................April 4
To tell the truth — Buddhism is reason.......................April 11
Faith illuminates ........................................................April 18
It’s simple ...................................................................April 25
Deciding how to live — Dosho and Domyo ..................May 2
Enjoying it! ...................................................................May 9
Good friends ................................................................May 16
From illness arises faith ...............................................May 23
100 million eons of effort.............................................May 30
Misfortune comes from one’s mouth .............................June 6
Back to the Gohonzon..................................................June 13
No guilt in Buddhism...................................................June 20
No doubt, no hesitation ................................................June 27
It’s up to me ...................................................................July 4
To be a better son ..........................................................July 11
Clear goals, clear growth .............................................July 18
The greatness of my dad ...............................................July 25
Formalism vs. faith........................................................Aug. 1
Unleashing our fortune..................................................Aug. 8
People of good character .............................................Aug. 15
Roll with it...................................................................Aug. 22
Try your own power ....................................................Aug. 29
Faith first .......................................................................Sept. 5
One basic fault.............................................................Sept. 12
Precious friends...........................................................Sept. 19
Keep moving forward..................................................Sept. 26
Good times, bad times ....................................................Oct. 3
Here and now................................................................Oct. 10
Of the same mind..........................................................Oct. 17
Getting the here out of hell ...........................................Oct. 24
Great events ..................................................................Oct. 31
An assumption ...............................................................Nov. 7
Facing fears..................................................................Nov. 14
Protecting the heart of the Lotus Sutra.........................Nov. 21
“Grown-up” appreciation ............................................Nov. 28
Times like these .............................................................Dec. 5
Hope is a skill ..............................................................Dec. 12
Buddhism from the heart .............................................Dec. 19
Something is wrong .....................................................Dec. 26

Voices
How can members help the world’s suffering? .............Jan. 10
What do you do when someone on the street 

asks for money? .......................................................Jan. 17
How do you maintain a seeking spirit 

after practicing for a long time?...............................Jan. 24
How has the practice influenced your 

thoughts about peoples’ differences? .......................Jan. 31
As a Buddhist, how do you combat the winter blues? ........Feb. 7
What does “faith equals daily life” mean to you?.........Feb. 14
What’s most important in raising your children?..........Feb. 28
How can we break down racial barriers? ..................March 14
How do you maintain a seeking spirit after 

many years of practice? .......................................March 21
What’s the most crucial aspect of human 

revolution you’ve accomplished? ........................March 28
How can we protect the environment? ........................April 11
What does assuming responsibility for kosen-rufu 

mean to you?..........................................................April 18
What do you focus on when you chant daimoku?.......April 25
What book has profoundly impacted you and why? ......May 9
How have you changed poison into medicine? ............May 16
How do you respond to people of different religions? .May 23
What does being a Buddhist mean to you? ..................May 30
When encountering difficult people, 

how do you overcome the situation?.......................June 13
What does freedom mean to you?................................June 20
What does Independence Day mean to you?................June 27
How do you encourage non-Buddhists? .......................July 11

What do you like best about neighborhood meetings?.....July 18 
As a parent, how do you support your children 

who do not practice?................................................July 25
How do you envision your life after 50 years of 

chanting Nam-myoho-renge-kyo? ...........................Aug. 8
What does “I am the SGI-USA” mean to you?............Aug. 15
Why is it important to continually 

study about the priesthood issue?...........................Aug. 22
What can we do as men’s division members to 

become better role models?....................................Aug. 29
Why is the spirit of appreciation important 

to our Buddhist practice? .......................................Sept. 12
“We are all the SGI-USA.” 

What does this mean to you?..................................Sept. 19
What have you learned about yourself in 

diversity discussion groups? ..................................Sept. 26
What is unique about practicing 

Buddhism in the Caribbean? ...................................Oct. 10
How do you take responsibility for your community?....Oct. 17
Why do you feel we should support the United Nations?...Oct. 24
How has Nichiren Daishonin’s Buddhism 

helped you deal with issues of death?......................Oct. 31
If you are encouraging someone to practice 

this Buddhism, what do you say? ...........................Nov. 14
How have you realized you held a prejudice, 

and how have you confronted it? ............................Nov. 21
How do you encourage people to subscribe to 

and read the publications? ......................................Nov. 28
What are your plans for victory 

in your community next year? ................................Dec. 12
Do you feel you follow President Ikeda’s 

guidance in all aspects of your life?........................Dec. 19

Understanding Mentor and Disciple
Dr. Alfred Balitzer, Claremont College, CA: 

The perfect relationship .............................Feb. 14, Feb. 21
Curt Young, Los Angeles: 

A relationship that depends on me.........................March 7
Edmond Lee, Pullman, WA: 

Why do we need a mentor?..................................March 21
Craig Tachibana, Honolulu: 

Changing myself is the bottom line .......................April 11
Betsy Eppsteiner, Boston: A promise to my mentor ......May 2
Amelia Moran, New York: Unity — the key to victory.....June 20
Gina Jones, Riverside, CA: It’s your choice .................July 11
Steve Piontek, Allendale, NJ: It takes faith .................Sept. 19
Deborah Goodwin, Los Angeles: Home again .............Oct. 24

Book Notices
The New Human Revolution, vol. 4, published .............Jan. 10
A New Humanism, by Daisaku Ikeda ............................Jan. 31
Learning From the Gosho available soon .................March 28
The New Human Revolution, vol. 5, published ............May 30
Braille sutra book available ...........................................Aug. 1
Unshakable Conviction in Faith (YWD) available........Aug. 1

Experiences
Peter Lerner, Chicago: Becoming a musician .................Jan. 1
Ron Glass, Los Angeles: Actor participates in life............Jan. 10
Teshia Bey, Cleveland, OH: 

Overcomes drug and family problems .....................Jan. 17
Judi Henderson, Oakland, CA: Transforms workplace......Jan. 24
Tommy Lee Ray, Los Angeles: Anger into value ..........Jan. 31
Danielle Opyt, Chicago: Reconstructs inner life ..........Feb. 14
Carl Harrer Jr., North Pole, AL: 

Overcomes health problems ....................................Feb. 21
Joe and Donna Carr, St. Louis Park, MN: 

Son with Down’s syndrome ....................................Feb. 28
Michiko de Silva, Chicago: Family health .................March 7
Sally McKee, Mesa, AZ: 

Mother transforms relationship with daughters .....March 7
Jesse Bogdonoff, San Francisco:

Building his career...............................................March 21
Thea Mathews, Columbus, OH: 

Transforms relationship with manager ................March 28
Ann Miks, Culver City, CA: A happy family .............April 11
Mary Zir, New York: Happy to be me .........................April 18
Cathy Aneke, Jersey City, NJ: Healthy baby...............April 25
Roberta Taix, Biloxi, MO: Challenges breast cancer .....May 2
Anne Marie Offer, New York:

Seeks to bring value to television with talk show......May 9
Brooke Bundy, Los Angeles: Challenging death .........May 23
Mina King-Calbazana, Cambridge, MA: 

Overcomes cancer...................................................June 13
Satyaki Saikia, Cleveland, OH: Medical career ...........June 20
Debby Mattison Schauer, Phoenix: 

Breaks karmic chains of unhappiness .....................June 27
Sam Harris, Atlanta: Overcomes financial difficulties .....July 18
Pat Winter, New York: Drug-free after all these years ...Aug. 8
Sondy Niethammer, Long Beach, CA: I am a winner .Aug. 15
Wing Lee, Dallas: Applying what I’ve learned ...........Aug. 22
Michael O. Ewing, Chicago:

The wind beneath our wings ..................................Sept. 12
Ray C. Petty, New York: Standing up for justice .........Sept. 26
Tom Fisher, Los Angeles: Nothing is impossible .........Oct. 10
Billy Henry, Dallas: Conquering helplessness..............Oct. 24
Albert G. Hogan, Waukegan, IL: Living victoriously .....Nov. 14
Jeri Love, Pasadena, CA: Never concede defeat..........Nov. 28
Renee Booker, Calabasas, CA: A contributive life.......Dec. 19
Shelley Cohen, Boston: I can win ................................Dec. 26

Expressions
Gabriella Roth, Baltimore: 

My Song of Nam-myoho-renge-kyo........................Jan. 17
Erhard Gajewski: Congratulations on a Great Victory ..Jan. 24
Richard Zommick, Philadelphia: 

Kosen-rufu, Road to Happiness ...............................Jan. 31
Heidi Bergman, Santa Monica, CA: Untitled Poem.......Feb. 7
Joseph Krengel, Santa Monica, CA: At 80...This!........Feb. 28
Alain Berger, Van Nuys, CA: Cry ...............................March 7
John Henninger, Tacoma, WA: Emergence...............March 14
Pamela Plummer, Decatur, GA: Introductions..........March 21
Williams Routhier, Boston: Sonnet to Spring ...........March 28

Study Department
Study guidelines adopted for 1997..................................Jan. 1
Gosho study schedule for 1998....................................Dec. 19
Entrance-Level Exam — sample questions .................Dec. 19
Study Department curriculum......................................Dec. 19

Divisional News
YMD Pages .............................Jan. 1, Feb. 7, March 7, April 4
Women’s commemorative meetings ...............Jan. 10, Feb. 27
Youth Study Committee: Goal setting ........................April 25
Youth Study Committee: Relationships depend on us .........July 4
WD — Actively closing the gap ..................March 28, July 11
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San Francisco members celebrate the long-awaited opening
of their new Ikeda Auditorium, Feb. 8–9.
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Brass Band Day in San Francisco ................................June 13
Youth pages...............................May 2, June 6, July 4, Aug. 1, 

.............................................Sept. 5, Oct. 3, Nov. 7, Dec. 5
Music Corps.....Jan. 17, Feb. 28, March 28, April 25, May 30, 

.......................June 27, July 25, Sept. 12, Nov. 28, Dec. 26
San Francisco Byakuren talk about joys, struggles.......Jan. 24
Ed Feasel, youth division chief: 

Always work toward your dream ..............................Feb. 7
Support activities are opportunities to grow .................Feb. 21
Student division guidelines set .....................................July 25
YWD, YMD hold 1st national conferences .................Aug. 15
2nd Jr. High and High School Divisions 

Leaders Conference (FNCC)..................................Aug. 22
Men on the Move: FNCC conference ...........................Sept. 5
U.S. students join peace awareness survey..................Sept. 12
Youth spearhead music festival ...................................Sept. 12
Tucson, AZ: Men shoot for 100....................................Oct. 10
Seattle: Torchlight Parade is a chance to shine .............Oct. 17
Byakuren reevaluate mission, structure .........................Nov. 7
New Byakuren chief appointed....................................Dec. 26
No. Hollywood, CA: 1st anniversary of recovery group .....Dec. 26

Significant Dates
Jan. 26, SGI Day ...........................................................Jan. 10
Feb. 16, Nichiren Daishonin’s birthday ........................Jan. 24
“Arise, the Sun of the Century” .....................................Feb. 7
March 16, Kosen-rufu Day ..........................................Feb. 28
April 28, proclamation of the Daishonin’s Buddhism.....March 28
May 3, Soka Gakkai Day ..............................................April 4
June 6, President Makiguchi’s birthday .......................May 16
June 30, Student division anniversary..........................May 30
July 3, Day of Mentor and Disciple ...............................June 6
July 16, “Rissho Ankoku Ron” ....................................June 13
Aug. 24, SGI president joins the Soka Gakkai ..............Aug. 1
Sept. 8 (1957), President Toda’s declaration against 

nuclear weapons.......................................................Aug. 8
Oct. 5 (1960), SGI-USA Day ......................................Sept. 12
Nov. 18 (1930), Soka Gakkai Founding Day................Oct. 17

Special Features
Feature on diversity (pullout)..........................................Jan. 1
The Gohonzon: Treasure map of life ...........................Aug. 29
Taking care of business as Buddhists ..........................Sept. 12
Buddhists in recovery .....................................................Oct. 3
Gail Thomas-Amos: Report from South Africa............Oct. 10
What’s cooking (at the FNCC)?...................................Nov. 21
Practicing in the Caribbean: No laptops allowed.........Nov. 28
Soka University of America: A place people long for....Dec. 5
On the death penalty:

Mark Kaplan: Human revolution means all of us ...Dec. 19
Patricia Ford: To kill the will to kill ........................Dec. 19

Worldview
Henry Ossawa Tanner: African American painter...........Jan. 1
Carl Sagan: Awakened to the cosmos............................Jan. 10
Benjamin Franklin: A man of tolerable abilities ...........Jan. 17
Nehru and Gandhi: 50 years of freedom .......................Jan. 24
Kofi Annan, U.N. secretary general: 

Ushers U.N. into 21st century..................................Jan. 31
Vernon Baker: First black soldier 

to receive WWII medal of honor ...............................Feb. 7
Zora Neal Hurston: Writer, folklorist ..........................Feb. 14
Marian Anderson: Celebrated singer of 20th century.......Feb. 21
Martin Luther King III: A dream that can come true ....Feb. 28
Katharine Graham: Washington Post CEO .................March 7
Virginia Woolf: Author, opposed horrors of war.......March 14
Rebecca Lobo: U.S. women’s basketball player .......March 21
Chiune Sugihara: Risked everything to help Jews.......March 28
Adrienne Zihlman: What evolution is teaching us ........April 4
The Getty Center.........................................................April 11
Judi Bari: Earth First! environmental activist .............April 18
Iqbal Masih: Human rights activist .............................April 25
Earth Day — students clean Brandywine River.............May 2
Susan Reyna: Organized migrants ................................May 9
David Busse: Water control manager...........................May 16
Franklin Delano Roosevelt: An unconquered spirit .....May 23
Mary Ellen Mark: Photojournalist ...............................May 30
New York City water tunnel in Maspeth, Queens...........June 6
Lowell Bennion: Teacher, author, philosopher.............June 13
Henri Landwirth: Give Kids the World Foundation .....June 20
Dr. Caleb Finch: Research on aging ............................June 27
Partnership for Peace: Bring former enemies together ......July 4
The life and legacy of Jacques Cousteau ......................July 11
Hong Kong returns to China ........................................July 18
Saving sea turtles ..........................................................July 25

The sailing of the USS Constitution..............................Aug. 1
Dallas Molloy: Female boxer wins over addiction ........Aug. 8
William Brennan: U.S. Supreme Court justice............Aug. 15
Covey Leadership Center: Successful families ...........Aug. 22
“Women and Flight” exhibition 

at the Smithsonian Institution.................................Aug. 29
Kocheril Raman Narayanan: Indian president ..............Sept. 5
Tiffany Fields: Touch Research Institute.....................Sept. 12
Sister Teresa and Princess Diana: Resonant spirits .....Sept. 19
Vantrese Russell: Raised 34 children, 

including many special-needs kids.........................Sept. 26
“Icons” exhibition of Ansel Adams’photography opens ......Oct. 3
Bob Dylan: American soul ...........................................Oct. 10
Brig. Gen. Evelyn Foote: Equality in the military .......Oct. 17
Blanche Zembower: 

Working for welfare of Native Americans...............Oct. 24
Chuck Yeager: 

50th anniversary of breaking the sound barrier .......Oct. 31
Kevin Flattery: His dream for Peace Plaza ....................Nov. 7
Fran Schmidt: Using cartoons to teach peace ..............Nov. 14
Zoe Koplowitz: MS victim runs in marathon...............Nov. 21
Wole Soyinka: Breaking the mental shackles ..............Nov. 28
Lynda Nuttall: 

NAMES school benefits Native Americans ..............Dec. 5
Study Circle Resource Center: Circles of life ..............Dec. 12
Global Warming Summit, Kyoto: It’s up to all of us....Dec. 19
Diversity: Making differences matter ..........................Dec. 26

Winning in Life: The Basics of the Practice
Learning how to live .......................................................Jan. 1
Buddhahood lies in continuing .....................................Jan. 24
Knowing a benefit when you have one ...........................Feb. 7
Understanding “faith”...............................................March 14
Becoming a Buddhist..................................................April 18
Striking a balance...........................................................May 9
Sharing Buddhism .......................................................May 23
Our lives are as big as the universe...............................June 27
Getting guidance ..........................................................Oct. 17
Getting it right..............................................................Dec. 12

Questions and Answers on Faith
Can I practice without the Gohonzon?............................Jan. 1
How can I deepen my perspective on the Gohonzon? .....Jan. 17
What is the Gohonzon within my life?..........................Jan. 31
Why do some Gohonzon have fewer characters?......March 14
Whose life-condition is it, anyway?..............................April 4
What is the correct way to pray? ....................................May 9
What is the real meaning of 

the oneness of self and environment? .....................May 23
Meaning of offerings....................................................May 30
How important is it to follow Buddhist formalities? ....June 13
Why do we emphasize the 

mentor–disciple relationship?.................................June 27
Why doesn’t this practice seem to be working for me? .Aug. 1
How can I focus more on the Gohonzon? ....................Nov. 21

Betty Bodhisattva
...........................Feb. 21, April 11, May 9, June 6, Aug. 22

Buddhist Concepts
The three categories of action (thoughts, words, deeds)..Jan. 31
The secular world and Buddhist law.............................Feb. 28
Earthly desires are enlightenment ................................May 16
Kosen-rufu .....................................................................June 6
Shakubuku.....................................................................Aug. 8
Many in body, one in mind...........................................Dec. 12
Determination ..............................................................Dec. 26

Issues: the Nichiren Shoshu Priesthood
Soka Gakkai lawyer requests Nikken’s testimony ........Jan. 31
SGI-Ghana wins in land dispute with temple..............April 18
Questions and Answers on the Temple Issue:

What is the temple issue? ........................................July 18
Why is it important to know about the temple issue?.....July 25
Who is Nikken?......................................................Aug. 15
How are the temple and the SGI different? ............Aug. 22
Is the Nichikan Gohonzon “counterfeit”? ................Sept. 5
Why does the SGI issue the Gohonzon? ................Sept. 12
Why did the SGI support the priesthood? ..............Sept. 26
Why are members exchanging the Gohonzon? .........Oct. 3
Is it OK to go to a Nichiren Shoshu temple? ...........Oct. 10
What’s behind negative coverage of the Gakkai?........Oct. 31
Why don’t the SGI and Nichiren Shoshu just talk? .......Nov. 7
What can I do for temple members? .......................Nov. 14
What will happen in the future?..............................Nov. 21
How can I learn more?..............................................Dec. 5

Nikken ordered to testify in libel trial...........................Oct. 10

Destruction of Grand Reception Hall (photo caption) .......Oct. 24
“Victory of the People” — pullout on temple issue......Oct. 24
Nikken fires top lawyer..................................................Nov. 7

Children’s World
Jean Saito, New Orleans ...............................................Jan. 17
Jacqueline Chauvin, Metairie, LA ................................Jan. 31
Brian Nakamura, Metairie, LA.....................................Feb. 14
Tony Villanueva............................................................Feb. 28
Arron Rose Kay Arnold, Camp LeJeune, NC .............April 25

Friends for Peace
................Jan. 10, Feb. 7, March 7, April 4, May 2, June 6, 
.....................July 4, Aug. 1, Sept. 5, Oct. 3, Nov. 7, Dec. 5

Teen Times
..................................Jan. 24, March 21, April 18, May 16, 
.....................................................June 20, July 25, Oct. 31

Language Pages
Spanish ............Jan. 10, Feb. 14, March 14, April 11, May 16, 

.........June 20, July 18, Aug. 22, Sept. 19, Nov. 21, Dec. 12
Chinese .............................July 25, Aug. 29, Sept. 26, Oct. 31, 

..................................................................Nov. 21, Dec. 19

Essays
Bonnie Boswell, Los Angeles: Martin Luther King Jr. —

drum major for peace ..............................................Feb. 14
Michael Lisagor, Vienna, VA: Overcoming prejudice .......May 9
Terry Ellis, Deerfield Beach, FL: To be a Buddhist .....Nov. 28

Leadership Appointments
SGI-USA youth division leaders named .......................Jan. 10
L.A. joint territories ......................................................Jan. 10
Joint territory, national................................................March 7
Hawaii and L.A. joint territories ...............................March 14
Joint territory, national .................................................June 27

Seniors Page
Jimmie Inaba, San Francisco .......................................Nov. 14
Tsuyako Feasel, San Diego..........................................Nov. 14
Yukiko Loucks, Niagara Falls, NY ..............................Nov. 14

Student Files
Francisco Palacio, Fort Lauderdale, FL .......................May 23
Angela R. Smith, Atlanta ...............................................June 6
Roy Balleste, Miami .....................................................July 11
Cydney E. Tweed, Hampton, VA ..................................July 18
Kathy Reynolds, Sunnyvale, CA ..................................July 25
Corey P. Spicer, Atlanta.................................................Aug. 8
Ronda Dynice Brooks, Lomita, CA.............................Aug. 22
Nicole Walter, Minneapolis.........................................Sept. 19
Kiyoko Aoki, Chicago..................................................Oct. 17
Jason Williams, Hempstead, TX..................................Nov. 14
Teresa Smith, Northridge, CA .......................................Dec. 5
Yan Er Ng, Stillwater, OK............................................Dec. 19
Minako Shibazaki, San Antonio ..................................Dec. 26

FNCC Impressions
Victoria Norman Brown, Louisville, KY: ......................Oct. 3
Terry Walker, Santa Cruz, CA...........................................Oct. 10
Lansil Choi, Long Beach, CA.......................................Oct. 17
Sandi Drew Biron, Philadelphia...................................Dec. 19

Essay Contest Winners: “Diversity”
Jodie Appell, Berkeley, CA: Open, 1st place .................Dec. 5
Lori McDaniel, Chicago: Open, 2nd place ....................Dec. 5
Glyde Hart, Seattle: Open, 3rd place .............................Dec. 5
Jacqueline Barrios, West Covina, CA: 

High school, 1st place...............................................Dec. 5
Nancy Lin, Tampa, FL: High school, 2nd place.............Dec. 5
Jennifer Kubota, Ft. Lauderdale, FL: 

Elementary, 1st place................................................Dec. 5
Erica Badial, Vacaville, CA: Elementary, 2nd place ......Dec. 5
Jennifer Numagami, Pottstown, PA: 

Elementary, 3rd place ...............................................Dec. 5
Cora Christensen, La Vista, NB: College, 1st place.....Dec. 12
E-Chern Mark, Monterey Park, CA: 

College, 2nd place.................................................Dec. 12
Michael Day, Alamogordo, NM: College, 3rd place .......Dec. 12
Brittane D. Lewis, Houston: 

Junior high school, 1st place .................................Dec. 12
Nicole Chu, Culver City, CA: 

Junior high school, 2nd place ................................Dec. 12
Chandary Hy, Aurora, CO: 

Junior high school, 3rd place.........................Dec. 12WT

INDEX, FROM PAGE 14



NO ARTICLE VIEW AVAILABLE


