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A Place That
People

his model
shows the
masterplan
for SUA’s
Orange
County
campus. The
first phase
will be
completed in
2000. (Left)
SUA's Eric
Hauber, on
site during
the grading,
says SUA will
be all about
students.

DesignerstandiadministratorsiofiSolal
Uniyersity/ofAmericatareredesigningjthe
universityexperience) creatingalcampusithag
1ocuses ontthelstudengcfirstand foremose.

Photo by LISA HOLLIS

A team of Southern Califor- based on Buddhist principles.textbooks and access library ref-
__ CORRESPONDENT nia consultants and contractordocated just east of Lagunaerence materials — all from
Aliso Viejo, Calif., Oct. 31 have a rare opportunity to workBeach, Calif. — is designed totheir dorm rooms, if they so
In architectural lingo, there areon structures of the latter type abe student-centered. For examehoose.
“30-year buildings,” designed to Soka University of America’s ple, seminar-style classrooms SUA is the first new residen-
last a few decades; then thereew campus, where everythingwill be conducive to dialogue, tial university to be built in the
are “100-year buildings,” built from the buildings to the ad-with a 12:1 student/professorUnited States in 45 years, and
to last for generations — theministrative policies are gearedratio. To reduce hassles and timepon completion, it will be one
kind that people look at and sightoward the next two centuries. spent standing in lines, studentsf the most technologically ad-
“They don’'t make 'em like that SUA — an independent, pri-can electronically register for
anymore.” vate, liberal arts university and add/drop classes, purchase

PLEASE SEE SUA, 4

Gorbachevs Visit Kansai Soka High Schools

Gorbachevs receive form movement, which broughtcious the period of youth is, de-Gorbachev said that his wife’s
an end to the Cold War and drascribing it as “a time to take ac-talk about falling down and
awards, §hare warm matically changed the destiny oftion, to cherish great hopes angbicking oneself up again re-
words with Soka the world.” At this special cere-to believe in yourself and yourminded him of the humorous
students mony at the Kansai Soka Highfuture.” Comparing life to a fast- episode that marked the start of

Schools, the Soka Schools beflowing river with many unex- his political career. He had just
stowed an honorary professorpected twists and turns, shegraduated from high school and
ship upon Mr. Gorbachev, whilecalled on the young students irwas running as a candidate in a
his wife, Raisa, received thethe audience not to be discouriocal election. At a gathering, he
SGI President lkeda hailed for-Soka Gakuen Award of Highestaged if they should stumble andose to introduce himself. About
mer Soviet president Mikhail Honor. fall, but to get back up eachtimeto sit back down, someone
Gorbachev today for launching In a short speech, Mrs. Gor-and keep striving for victory.
“the 20th century’s greatest re-bachev emphasized how pre- In his acceptance speech, Mr.

Courtesy oF SGI NEWSLETTER

Nov. 20, Osaka, Japan

pLEASE SEE GORBACHEVS, 5



2

DeceMBERD, 1997 « WHRLD TRIBUNE OPINION

? OUESTION T(:I';EMONTH: As a Budahist, how do you celebrate the holiaays?’

dren will be baking ity” for the local SGI community, and
cookies to send to the unanimous consensus was that
our family members was the best Christmas Eve we ha
and friends in far spentin many years. This year, Chris
away places. This mas Eve gongyo will be followed by a

As a Buddhist, | celebrate the holidayVhile we strive to do things for otherd
season justas | do of the rest of the yeall year round, the holiday season is
— with great joy and happiness in mygreat time to really reach out to ou
heart. Every day | am granted anothdriends and families. As my wife says
24 hours to make a difference is caustt is a time for caring, for sharing, for
enough for celebration.... giving and for cherishing.” Cherishing&
The benefit of my practice is to seehe supreme sanctity of life in ourselvel

way of expressing members, in addition to the smashing ¢

clearly that friends and family tend toand in the lives of all others is the basis the appreciation for a Santa Claus pifiata and, of course, the

get caught up in the moment. Goodor my special efforts to say a specialhe fortune experienced during oufarolito walk. Santa Fe members will
cheer, merriment and the festivahank you to those around me atamily’s 30 years of practice. Thisalso be hosting their first-ever New
mood are expressed everywhere dufhanksgiving and through till the year'syear we are extending ourselves bYyear’s gongyo ata local landmark hote

ing the holidays, but once the seasoend. sharing cookies and time at a rehatvith participants from outlying north-
is over people return to the mundane — PHIL SIMPSON, center forwomen and children of subern communities.

life of just existing. As a Buddhist my Atlanta stance abuse. — KIM MELLOR, Santa Fe, N.M.
greatest perception of the holiday sea- — ELAINE RUCKER,

son boils down to one important asMost of family lives back East. Every Fresno, Calif. At this time of year, | take the opportu+
pect — and that is the true value o€Christmas, we all converge on my par- nity to reflect on my actions of the past

every human life. And that is myents’ house in Connecticut for a goodHow to celebrate the holiday season hagar, what I've learned from those ac
greatest cause to celebrate, holiday @ld fashioned New England Christmaghanged dramatically through the yearsons and how I've grown. Then | make
not! dinner. Every year | use this opportunityof my practice. At first, | felt confused fresh determinations for my life and my
Life is full of wonderful treasures, to chant daimoku and strongly pray foend didn’t know what to do because mynission for kosen-rufu.
and Buddhism teaches me to see timy family’s health and prosperity. parents are Jewish and my husband is The mostimportant aspect for me, a
beauty in life and how to appreciate itThese family reunions seem to get betfapanese. Neither one of us celebratéhis time of year, is when | see the wo
It is so simple to me. | am so thankfuter every year, because as my practicghristmas as children. Even so, | wilkied, stressed and depressed faces of
for my practice and my SGI family, be-develops my prayers become strongefecorate a tree in the SGI colors of redhe people running through the mall
cause | have the ability to be truly happgvery year. After Christmas, | comeyellow and blue and light Hanukkahand shopping centers, most of whon
throughout the year. Not only does thi®ack to Seattle and celebrate Newandles so my children do not feel alienare spending money that they don
celebration of life exist inside of me, butYear’s with my wife and my SGI fam- ated from American society. have, thinking, “How am | going to pay
through my practice | have learned tdly. Together with my friends at New — JACALYN NUMAGAMI, my bills?” and feeling guilty if they
open up my treasure chest and have tiear’s gongyo, we make a great deter- Pottstown, Pa. don't buy something and guilty if they
ability to share all my jewels with mination for the coming year. do — all in the name of a religion.
friends and family. — BILL LAWRENCE, Lastyear, the Santa Fe SGI-USA mem- Atthis time, | feel an overwhelming

— GAY ALEXANDER, Seattle bers gathered together for a Christmasense of appreciation for Nichiren Dait

Kentucky Eve gongyo and potluck and particishonin, presidents Makiguchi, Toda an
New York City looks magical, but it's pated in the Santa Fe traditiofeablito  Ikeda and all the pioneers of the SGI fg
also a desperately manic mass episoaealk. Thefarolito walk happens only on all of their painstaking efforts for the
| enjoy watching the many versions obf Hell, Hunger, Anger and Animality Christmas Eve, on Canyon Road angake of the Law and kosen-rufu tha
Charles DickensA Christmas Carol followed by just Hell and Hunger in thesurrounding streets, as traffic is reroutedave enabled me to have the Gohonzg
The transformation of Ebeneezerold months when the bills come dueand paper bags with candléarflitos) chant the daimoku of the Lotus Sutr.
Scrooge following his visits by the At our Thanksgiving, after a splendidline the unlit, small cobblestone streetand feel totally free from any guilt. To
ghosts of Christmas past, present ardinner, we draw lots, the rule being thatvith bonfires (uminariog scattered practice a religion that, instead of fos,
future makes me feel hopeful that eactve are each allowed but one gift (fothroughout. These traditional fires aregering guilt and judgment, lifts your life-
individual no matter how mean or selfunder $50). On the Day, we dine andymbolic of the fires set to light the waycondition as high into the universe a
ish has an opportunity to change! To mehen gather in a circle, taking photos o$o that pioneers on the Santa Fe Trail you want to go, to have all your wildes
this parallels our Buddhist view ofourselves savoring gifts. days past could find their way in in-dreams actually attainable, is an in
human revolution and the eternity of — MARK ANTON, New York clement weather. This is a truly beautivaluable gift to celebrate every day o
life! I also spend time with friends and ful event and is filled with community your life.
family feasting on the multi-ethnic The holidays have always been redogetherness, as people from all walks — BRENDA MARSHALL,
foods that are served. ognized as a family time. We love anaf life come together to share this time Baltimore, Md.
— JOANNE TACHIBANA, appreciate this colorful season. Thi®n this one night of the year. This event
Honolulu year only three out of six grandchil-last year was the best-attended “activ- Thanks to all who responded!

labor of love is our visit from Santa Claus for the younger
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As This Chapter of Life

MAILBOX

Are You Wired?

Technology is good. At least in terms of how we utilize it. T

Nov. 7 “Perspective,” “The Wired, Wired West,” talked about

the debate between the “haves and have-nots of the infor
tion superhighway” at the recent Club of Rome conferen
| think the answer is simple. Like money, electric power
anything else, it's a matter of how we use it — to support |
or to harm life. In our SGI organization, | believe more of
should get wired and utilize computers to help advance
movement into the 21st century. For my chapter | keep
MSworks database of all my members and print out quarte
reports which my district leaders update. For the Element
and Entrance Exams, | printed out accurate lists in minu
rather than searching through past exam result lists as I've
to do previously.

| can e-mail calendars, meeting plans and directions
leaders and members which would be otherwise difficult
do over the phone. We do quarterly statistics on-line. Ot
uses include composing attractive fliers, calendars, exp
ences and so forth. Many other multimedia avenues are bg
explored as well. My point is that when we are using co
puters and technology to support our activities of faith, th
itis good. Inthe SGI we are equal, we work together and s
port each other. For those without cars or phones, we pi
up or visit them. No one who is wired is better or superior
anyone who is not. The SGl is setting this example for t
world. The bottom line is that if we as an organization &
more technologically enabled, it will give us more time f¢
the really important things like home visits, discussion me
ings and one-on-one dialogue.

— PHIL ORENSTEIN, Long Island, N.Y.

Along With All the Other Buddhist Gods....

The Nov. 14 “Voices” column asked how people deal wi
guestions and comments about a supreme being. Here’
interesting take on the supreme being that most people r
to as God:

The One God that people are referring to is Yahweh,
ancient Hebrew god of Thunder and War. If you drop t
name, you are talking about the same god as the Teut
Thor, the Yoruba Shango, and also the Hindu god Indra.

Now this is interesting, because the name Taishaku (a B
dhist god —shoten zenjipis actually a translation of Indra.
So, if someone asked what we think about God (with a ¢
ital G), it is quite truthful to say that we acknowledge hi
every morning and pray for his protective power to be €
hanced by our practice of the Law. And, depending on w|
you are talking to, it may or may not be appropriate to a
“Along with all the other Buddhist gods.”

— MARK R. RICHARDS, Miami

Long-lasting Greens

In response to Shera Haynes request (Oct. 24 “Mailbox”)
shrubs that are good for altar greens: | don't have a gard
but | have found a green called Ruscus or Ruskus lea
which have lasted as long as six months on my altar (w
changing the water daily). You can buy this green in ma
florist shops. So all members, even in the city, can have lo
lasting, live greens.
— JOAN MAJEWSKA, Chicago

Letters printed here do not necessarily reflect the opinio
of the SGI-USA or th@/orld Tribune.

Gets Under Way

ployee, then that's an unhealthycore, this vow is to attain kosen-
environment. Not just for me, rufu.” This has been a large part
for everyone there. of my daimoku in recent weeks
Third, the deeper level: chang-and months.
ing poison into medicine. Thisre-  The no: What | am not com-
ma- lates to the first. On a deeper levepletely sure about is just how my
ce. | have — we all have — somemission will unfold at this point
or | t's one of those nights whenkind of innate poison or negativ-in my life. It looks very much,
fe I sleep isn't easy. ity we seek to overcome throughthough, like writing will be my
s  One of our dogs is, without our Buddhist practice; that centrahew career or at least a very im-
purdoubt, descended from Genghipoison or negativity colors every-portant second career. | have a
anKhan’s dog. A cable channel re-thing we think, say and do, and icomputer. | have e-mail. | have a
rlycently ran a documentary on oldthe principal barrier to our happi-telephone. I've found myself
aryGenghis, and there, among theess. Everybody has one, differgetting a lot of assignments from
tesMongolian nomads of today, ent for each of us. Mine is angerRadio World While still at the
had/as a dog that looked just like On the surface, I'm not anradio station, | called to suggest
Bandit. The narrator called it aangry individual. But inside | astory tothem. | didn’tintend to
toMongolian Shepherd. store up those little moments,write it, but by the end of the call,
to  Anyway, Bandit roused me pushthem down and sit on themthe editor had given me some
nerand nearly roused June. BandiSooner or later, they collect andreelance work. He's given me
eriand the other dog, a usuallybubble to the surface, like amore and more as the months
2inguiet, docile Border Collie, were pocket of natural gas that floatshave rolled by.
m- fighting, whining and yelping, up and ignites when it hits the Is the universe sending me a
enso | got them in from the deck. surface. At those explosive mo-message? Not wanting to send
up- They are happy now, havingments, | do and say the most rethe universe a busy signal, last
ckachieved their goal of gettingmarkably stupid things. week | went out and picked up a
tointo the house. And | am wide Realizing this — | mean re- copy of Writer's Digest a trade
heawake, sitting here writing. ally, really seeing it — has beenmagazine for freelancers, novel-

e

By S.D. YANA DAVIS

KNOXVILLE, TENN.

re Good. It's something | neededa huge benefit. ists, screenwriters, etc. Turns out
r todo. I've had the chance to chantthere’s plenty of work available.
et- We moved to Knoxville a agood bitand do quite afew ac- So, pardon the literary pun, as

year ago, so that | could take divities, more than | probably this chapter of life gets under-
job with the local public radio would have if | hadn’t lost my way, I'm moving from the theo-
station as development directorjob. June and | have gotten a lotetical (writing for expression)
Three months ago, thanks to incloser, and worked through ao the actual (writing for ex-
ternal politics and my posting number of things, and the entirepression and to earn a living).
an e-mail message to a group bfamily has gotten closer. Central to this for me is to
th mistake, | lost that job. It's really true what SGI Pres- make my writing somehow also
s an Looking back, | know it's identlkeda says about adversitgpread Buddhism. Not by writ-
efegoing to be for the good. strengthening your practice.  ing directly about it — which in
First, doing thatkind of thing ~ Am | confident of the out- most venues | couldn’t do, any-
he— saying or writing the wrong come? Yes and no. way — but to somehow reflect
he thing at the wrong time in the  The yes: | am confident thatthe Gohonzon and the humanis-
bniwvrong place — has been one ofvhatever | am supposed to béic values of our faith. Hmmm.
my biggest obstacles in life, to-doing will become apparent, Better get started. But it's
udtally self-created, as many ob-that whatever enables me t®:00 a.m. now. | should get a lit-
stacles are. Lesson No. 1: | needpread Buddhism with my life tle sleep. Thanks to sitting down
apto change something in myselfwill become clear. IMThe New and just, well, writing it all out,
m  Second, the environmentwasHuman Revolutionvolume 1, | have a stronger determination
n-unhealthy. If, as it turned out, aShin’ichi Yamamoto tells a about it all.
hovaluable employee would beBrazilian member: “Prayer in  That daimoku earlier tonight
1d,fired simply by voicing an opin- Nichiren Daishonin’s Buddhism helped a lot, too. And the dogs —
ion that did not sit well with an- means to chant daimoku basewvell, | guess they helped, too. At
other better-connected em-on a pledge or vow. At its veryleast they're asleep now. i

New edition! New edition! New edition!
err First printed in 1978, Songs from My Heart by
es Sortes Daisaku Ikeda is a collection of poems celebrating
ithy Srom youth, change and progress. Contains recent pho-
r'?é’ % tos taken by the SGI president that express his
deepest feelings and hopes for the future of hu-
mankind. Translated by Burton Watson with power
and emotion true to the author, these genuinely are
s songs from the heart of Daisaku lkeda.
Price: $14.95 M/0#: 0346
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Common
Questions
About SUA

Has anything happened at the campus site yet?
Grading of the land and dirt movement began in Augu
1996 and finished in September 1997.

What happens next?

Burying utilities, laying roads and landscaping the
perimeter will occur from November 1997 to
January 1998.

When will building construction begin and end?
Building construction on the first phase will begin in
April 1998 and be completed in December 1999.

When will the campus open, and how many

students will be in the first class?

The grand opening will be on May 3, 2001, and the
first class of 100 students will enter in September 200

What type of student will SUA accept?

Admission standards have not been set yet. Howeve
SUA will probably examine applicants’ high school
senior class standing, extracurricular activities, letters
of recommendation and English language skills.

What majors and degrees will SUA offer?

Because the number of students will be small in the
beginning, SUA will offer the bachelor of arts degree
with six majors: philosophy and religion; history and
literature; government and politics; comparative and
international studies; economics; and psychology.
Additional majors will be added as the number of
students increases.

What will tuition be?

The level of tuition has not been set yet, but we are
working hard to reduce overall costs, which will be
reflected in the tuition.

How is SUA connected to Soka University in Japan?
SUA is separately incorporated from Soka University
in Japan and operates independently from it, reportin
instead to its own Board of Trustees.

How is SUA connected to the SGI-USA?

Just as with Soka University in Japan, SUA is
separately incorporated from the SGI-USA and
operates independently. The role of the SGI-USA is,
course, religious, while the role of SUA is academic.
Rather than stressing religious teachings or practice,
example, SUA will emphasize the principles that the
SGI stands for.

How is SUA being planned and developed?

The SUA staff in Aliso Viejo develop many details of
campus construction and operation based on SGI
President Ikeda’s general guidance and their interacti
with a number of consulting firms. These ideas are th
shared for feedback and advice with academics acro
the United States. Although current staffing is small,
many voices of experienced people, both SGI membe
and not, are involved in all levels of discussion.

How can | contact SUA?

The address is 101 Columbia, Suite 165, Aliso Viejo,
Calif. 92656. The phone is 714-643-9500; the fax is
714-448-4137; an e-mail address is hauber@soka.ed

st nity and appreciation of human|

1.

Photo by LISA HOLLIS

SUA, FROM PAGE 1

vanced universities in the world.
Still, the campus design empha
sizes human interactions. it ..
“We're using technology [
only when it's humanistic, ap- |
propriate and student-centered
says Eric Hauber, SUA's vice
president for academic affairs. Azes
sense of campus-wide commuf

diversity, says Dr. Hauber, isfg
central to the Soka spirit. '
Sokameans “to create value”f -
in Japanese. The goal of Sokigaa .
education is to foster people Em_'
character who contlnuously >
strive for the sake of peace. £

isplayed on Dr. Hauber's

desk is a photograph of &
monument emblazoned with{#s
Japanese characters. “That’s thi$
sign in front of Soka University [
of Japan,” he explains. “It says#
Soka Universityn Tsunesaburo _'
Makiguchi’'s own hand. He
wrote those characters ang s
passed them on to Josei Todd=
who passed them on to Daisak(as
Ikeda to fulfill the dream. SUA [§
is the fruit of the mentor—disci- (¥
ple relationship.”

Makiguchi, an educator and

author, was passionately dedit
cated to reforming the JapanesSome 3 million cubic feet of earth were moved in the gradlng phase.
educational system, which em-
phasized rote learning over crit-But we know for certain that youtunity to use their language
ical, independent thinking. Hecan't get wisdom from a ma-skills in a real-life work situa-
strove to develop modes of educhine — wisdom comes fromtion,” Dr. Hauber says. “That's
cation that would unleash the popeople. SUA exists to developmore challenging than merely
tential of the individual. In 1928, outstanding studying abroad.
he committed himself to practic-human beings for Students who en-
ing Nichiren Daishonin’s Bud- the next 200 roll in this type of

dhism along with a youngyears.” It’s hard to program have to
teacher, Josei Toda. Both were The curricu- 9q be very dedicated
imprisoned as thought criminalslum and univer- ~ @Rictpate to functioning in
in 1943 by the Japanese militarissity policy are  what the the international
government for refusing to com-being developed ill arena.”

g promise their religious beliefs. by a diverse com- future wi The 103-acre
Makiguchi died in prison. Mr. mittee comprised bring in site of the future
Ikeda met Mr. Toda at the age obf educators, ad- ¢ campus is atop a
19 and practiced under his direcvisors from the erms Of hill overlooking
tutelage until Toda’s death. arts community, technology. southern Orange

In 1971, Mr. lkeda founded business  and But we know County. Onaclear

of Soka University in Japan, whichlegal profession- . day, students will
currently enrolls about 8,000als, Buddhists for certain be able to see
forstudents and hosts the most diand non-Bud- p mountains near
verse international student ex-dhists. While the thaty.ou cant San Diego to the
change program in Japan. SUAurriculum has get wisdom south, the Saddle-
will ultimately enroll about yet to be final- from a back Mountains to
1,200 undergraduate and 20@Gzed, Dr. Hauber . the east, and
graduate students. SUAs firstsays that SUA's machine — Mount Wilson and
class — of 100 students — willforeign lan-  wisdom the San Gabriels to
onmatriculate in 2001. guagelinternship the northeast. Only
en “l could compare SUA to abroad program comes from three miles from
5S prestigious institutions such aswill set it apart people. the ocean and bor-
Claremont—-McKenna,” Dr. from other Or Eric Haber dered almost en-

2rsHauber says, “but really, there'sschools. Students

u.

tirely by protected
no comparison. We are not aimwill be required park land, this is a
ing to be the best of similars buto take three site fit for million-
a unique institution for the 21styears of foreign dollar homes.
century. From the ground up,language courses, and in their “We didn’t go looking for
we're re-designing the univer-third or fourth year of instruc- this land,” Dr. Hauber says, “It
sity experience. It's hard to an-tion, they will be placed in anin- found us.” Aliso Viejo devel-
ticipate what the future will ternship abroad.

bring in terms of technology. “Students will get the oppor-

PLEASE SEE SUA, NEXT PAGE
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SUA, FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

oper Steve Delson wanted td
find someone to use the site in {
way that would enhance the sur
rounding residential commu-
nity. At the time, the Soka Uni-

Calif., was in the news.
Mr. Delson investigated the &8
university and the SGI and gotSe
approval from the OrangeE s
County Board of Supervisors toj
approach SUA with a proposal,
“It was win-win,” Dr. Hauber |
says. “Community leaders have’
welcomed us.” —
In the early planning phasel =
of the new campus, Mr. Ikedaf™
offered the directive “This
should be a place that peopls
long for.” The designers and[
consultants have taken this tq
heart and produced blueprint
and renderings of a campus witl]
a classical ambiance.
The terraced landscape will re-
semble a Tuscan hillside, plante
with olive and cypress trees|
Imagine: sloped lawns, lotus|
ponds, sculpture gardens, foun
tains and lakes, panoramic views
framed vistas, patterned stond )
walkways, covered arbors bloom-An aerial view of the campus shows Aliso Viejo, Calif, in the background. Parkland surrounds the campus on three sides.
ing with bougainvillea, an am-
phitheater, a ceremonial stair, texhave to keep this perspectivesoftball diamonds, a jogging planted, but much of the site isbluff and creates an updraft.” He
tured stone buildings with tiled SUA is about the students.” track and tennis courts will oc-exposed, yellow-gold clay dust. squints up at a majestic bird in
roofs and French windows.... At the site, construction cupy filled land. At the southwestern edge offlight. “You can watch the hawks
Dr. Hauber admits: “Mr. lkeda crews have already moved 3 Crews are busy making sandthe site, the ground drops sharplail on the currents.”
would be the first to say, ‘Hey, million cubic feet of earth, shap-bag channels and putting up plasinto a canyon. “In the afternoons, A warm gust scented with
they're only buildings — what ing and grading the land. “We'll tic retaining walls in preparationa breeze off the Pacific comessalt, sage and laurel lifts the bird
goes on inside these buildings ibe sitting on bedrock,” Dr. for the predicted El Nifio rains.through that canyon,” Dr. higher.
what really matters. We alwaysHauber explains. Soccer fieldsSeveral hundred trees have beedauber says. “The wind hits this  This is the place to soanln

Courtesy of SEIKYO PRESS

GORBACHEVS, FroM PAGE 1

Avagailable in Paperback

pulled his chair out from under
him and he fell. Although every- [«
one had a good laugh at his ex
pense, he was still elected to th¢
position. Mr. Gorbachev further |
said that he has encounteref
many challenges and trialsjm
throughout his life, but he has al-gm
ways faced them with the deter
mination to win. -
If one were to choose two cen
tral messages that are conveye
by Mr. and Mrs. Gorbachev’s =
lives, President Ikeda said, they eSS

The Flower of
{hinese Buddhism

-

would be an unflagging belief in — 2 = -
o potental o o commit Bl A The Flower of Chinese Buddhism
ment to achieve something ofMr. Gorbachevaner Ikedawalkon the Kansa1 SokaHngh School campus. by Daisaku Ikeda

lasting value — irrespective of
whether one’s efforts are met This last voice, Presidentduring which they discussed thei
with praise or censure. Ikeda explained, emphasizesnutual concern for the environ-| P inati P P
The SGI leader then sharedaking action and alleviating ment. This fascinating book on the spread of Buddhism from India
one of Tolstoy’s fables about apeople’s suffering because it's The former Soviet presidentis through China hegins where The Living Buddha left off. An
young czar who is spoken to byone’s duty as a human beingcurrently the head of the Internat
three voices. The first declaresPresident Ikeda declared thational Green Cross, an organiza,  illuminating and well-told account of one of the most
that the czar’s sole responsibil-Mr. Gorbachev is a leader whation that seeks to find global so{ : P P
ity is to maintain the power thathas indeed followed the thirdlutions to environmental interesting chapters of world religious history,
he now enjoys; the second tells/oice. problems. Established by Mr.
him to cleverly evade his royal After the ceremony, Mr. and Gorbachev in 1993, the organi °
responsibilities; the third re- Mrs. Gorbachev enjoyed azation today has expanded ity IPIFIC@2 $ 13.95 M/0#: 0329
minds him that he is a humanleisurely walk around the schoolnetwork to 16 countries on five
being before he is a czar. grounds with Mr. and Mrs. Ikeda, continents. W]
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APPLYING
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DAILY LIFE
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Times
Like These

SGI-USA YOUTH DIVISION STUDY COMMITTEE

At such a time, one must set
aside all other affairs and devote
one’s attention to rebuking
slander of the Law. The Major
Writings of Nichiren Daishonin
vol. 5, p. 103)

tseems the trend in American sg

ciety today is to avoid calling
anything evil. There’s this hesitancy
to say what's good and evil, right
and wrong, and those who do so a
often labeled fanatics. But a societ
that’s unable to recognize evil is
cutting off its best defense agains
it, Buddhism teaches. The Daishog
nin says in this Gosho that “at suc
atime” — at a time when society is

thus confused — we have to “rer

buke slander,” to clearly differenti-
ate right from wrong.

Recently | faced my own predilec
tion to take evil lightly. It happened
in October when the Rev. Jisei Na
gasaka of the New York Nichiren
Shoshu temple authored a letter to 3
SGI-USA members. Similar to the
head temple’s re-excommunicatiol
letter to members in Japan, Na
gasaka'’s letter said we all have to qu

| laughed. Especially when I read th

only if we practice with the priests ca
we “carry out the pure and genuin
practice” of Nichiren Daishonin’s
Buddhism. Pure and genuine are th
last things | would call the priests whg
are trying to destroy the SGI's move
ment for world peace.

But this funny letter, which the
U.S. priests are now handing ou
and reading aloud at their meet
ings, wasn'’t so funny the more
thought aboutit. If an innocent per
son believed what it said, that pur
faith is to be found with the temple
wouldn't evil be getting away with
being evil? How potentially de-
structive the letter really is!

The Daishonin always tells us tg
beware evil friends who will try to
destroy our mind of faith — that's
what the letter is trying to do. Since
| came to that realization, the
thought of that letter has been fue
ing my prayers, now renewed, tha
no one will be swayed by what the
priesthood says — and that | cal
deepen people’s confidence that th
SGl is right. I

the SGI organization. When | read %
t

e

t

h
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N
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ON THE TEMPLE | SSUE

How Can I Learn More?

How can | learn more about the
temple issue?

Q Key Points:

® Read at your own pace. Some suggested material is listed
here.

While we can only scratch the
surface in this series in terms o
details, many articles and publi-
cations about the temple issue have g
ready appeared. Please consult with th
leaders in your local area and have the
assist you in finding the material yoy
need. Some suggested readings a
listed here.
As this is a historic issue and will b
relevant to our Buddhist movement for
a long time, there is no need to rush. Learning about the temple issue i®pening” ceremony, the meaning of the
Please proceed at a natural pace. Ta® ongoing process; it is part of th&ohonzon and the formality of gongyo.
most important thing to keep in mind asinfolding history of the Daishonin’s
you read is to think about which aspectBuddhism and kosen-rufu and cer- — Reaffirming Our Right to Happi-
of the Daishonin’s Buddhism the templeainly related directly to our study ofness: On the Gohonzon Transcribed by
issue concerns and how these aspectstke Gosho and Buddhism in generaHigh Priest Nichikarf1996) is a reference
late to your faith and practice. Good luck, good fortune and best ofssued by the SGI that provides a point-by-
As you start reading about the issuéhealth to you. point refutation of the priesthood’s allega-
you will most likely have questions. You tions about the Gohonzon as well as the
may already have some after reading history surrounding its issuance.
this far. Please ask anyone in the SCGBuggested Reading
whom you feel might be knowledge- — Masahiro Kobayashi’'s “On the
able about anything you don’t under- — A general introduction to the tem-Transmission of the Heritage of the Law”
stand. No question about Buddhism iple issue is “An Overview of the Priest{Seikyo TimesDecember 1992, pp.
silly; nothing in Buddhism is taboo orhood Issue”$eikyo TimedMarch 1992, 26-39) highlights the historical facts that
secret. pp. 26-35). disprove the infallibility of the high priest
Praising one of his followers for ask- and sheds light on the often-elusive con-
ing a question about Buddhism, the Dai- — Issues Between the Nichirercept of the “heritage of the Law.”
shonin states, “For you to ask a questioBhoshu Priesthood and the Soka Gakkai
about the Lotus Sutra is a rare source @blumes 1-5 (1991-92), provides athor- — Detailed accounts of the priest-
good fortune” The Major Writings of ough background of the temple issue; esood’s behavior during World War 1l —
Nichiren Daishoninvol. 1, p. 221). Ask- pecially volume 5, a translation of “Theincluding the priesthood’s acceptance of
ing a question is an expression of oneSoka Gakkai's Request for the Resignahe Shinto talisman — can be found in
seeking mind. tion of Nikken Abe as Nichiren Shoshu‘Demand for the Priesthood’s Immediate
Lastly, as you learn more about théligh Priest,” presents a comprehensivApology for Its Support of War"Jeikyo
temple issue, please share your undeview of the issue. Times October 1992, pp. 20-29).
standing and feelings with others.
Through dialogue, not only can you — The internal condition of the — Also, please refer to Josei Toda’s
stimulate an interest about the issue ipriesthood is explained iNoices of “History and Conviction of the Soka
others, you can also arrive at new anBrotest: Priests Speak Out for the ReGakkai” (SGI-USAStudy Program En-
deeper perspectives. Dialogue is mutidfermation of Nichiren Shosh1993). trance-Level Textbogkpp. 105-20;
ally beneficial; we can learn from one Seikyo TimesJune 1991).
another, so please don't feel you have — Daisaku Ikeda’'Selected Speeches:
to wait until you understand it all beforeOn the Basics of Buddhis(h993) pro-
you can talk about it. vides various discussions on the “eye-

® Discuss what you have learned with others and don’t hesitate
to ask questions or share your insights. This process will lead
all involved to deeper insights and conviction.

This concludes “Questions and An-
swers on the Temple Issue”

Questions and Answers on the

NowAvailabl

Temple Issue

The pamphletQuestions and Answers on the Temple Isspavhich seeks to provide
succinct information on this important issue, is now available in six languages — Ching
English, Japanese, Korean, Spanish and Thai. It is available free of charge through
organization and can be downloaded from the SGI-USA web page (www.sgi-usa.org)
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In this issue, we're happy to announce the winners of our first annual essay contest. The
theme ‘Diversity’ brought dozens of responses in five categories. The open and high school
winners are printed here. The elementary winners are in this week’s ‘Friends for Peace.” Next

week, we'll print the winners in the college and junior high categories. We thank you for your
support and hope you will enjoy reading the insights of this talented group of writers.

| By JODIEAPPELL |

BERKELEY, CALIF.

here is a disturbing trend
in the suburbs. Teenage
girls want to copy a cer-
tain movie star’s nose or
to acquire the same lips as their fa-
vorite fashion model. There is ar}
increasingly narrow vision of
whatis held to be attractive in ou
culture, a circum-
scribed homogene-

IgPR_Es"T ity that negates the
PLACE beauty of our indi-

viduality as people.
The media bom-
bards us with messages that yo
must look a certain way, buy par:
ticular products and live a certai

kind of life in order to be happy. 4A—

Differences are feared, and we

Shared Breath

The more we uncover our true
selves through human revolution,
the more likely it is we will find the
place of compassion that binds us
together.There, we can begin to feel
another’s pain as our own.

on earth. I'm reminded of Walt
Whitman’s passionate celebra-
tion of the individual voice: “I
hear America singing, the var-
ied carols | hear...each singing
what belongs to him or her and
to no one else...singing with
open mouths their strong melo-
dious songs” (“| Hear America
Singing,” Leaves of GragsA
chorus couldn’t make beautiful
music without the blending of
individual voices. The building
of a family or an organization or
a society is contingent on the
shared input of its individual
members.

Buddhism encourages us to
develop our true identities, in-
stead of hiding who we are be-
hind superficial walls. Work-

feel thwarted by our imperfec-ers. We reward super modelof who we are with all our ences, whether racial, religiousng together in the SGI peace
tions. Even the world of art isfor looking good on the out- unique idiosyncrasies andor cultural.

dominated by mechanical reproside, while artists and writers,strengths. Our world is torn

movement with people who

Whatis terribly wrong in this are different from us helps us

duction. And now cloning looms people who radiate from the in-apart by racism and intoler-picture is that our survival as ato transcend stereotypes, open-

on the horizon.

side are barely compensate@nce, leading to bitterness, vi-human race is dependent on thing us to the most profound re-

No wonder people feel di- for the riches they create. Weolence and war — glaring re-diversity of our population, just alization of all: that in our
minished, alienated within are not encouraged to find ouminders of our inability to as our ecosystem’s health relies
themselves, distrustful of oth-individual voices, to be proudaccept our apparent differ-on the multiplicity of life forms

PLEASE SEE BREATH, 9

Diverse Thought
Strengthens Us

ticed in the '80s, when we were =
to “follow without questioning” e e a a n I c an

and “just sayrai.” The change in

the organization during that 10-
year interim still amazes and|
thrills me. I am proud of the or-
ganization’s progress in this re-

By GLYDE HART

SEATTLE

By LORI McDANIEL

CHICAGO

be hypocritical by being judg- spect, and | do not mean to de
mental toward people who thinktract from that sentiment when |
differently than we do. add that it still has a ways to goson, free from prejudice, free
he SGlrecently has placed Second, this country’sfound-  For example, ideas that werdrom the burdens of sexism ang
great emphasis on accepting fathers — particularly John labeled as rebellious and dangeracism, tolerant of all religions.
ing diversity, which is ad- Adams, Benjamin Franklin andous as late as the early '90s havewas able to fully embrace
mirable. While much of the Thomas Jefferson — were necsince become implemented in th Nichiren Daisho-
focus is on qualities such asessarily diverse in their thoughtsSGI. One local member at thai nin’s Buddhism

have always thought of my-
self as an open-minded per

race, ethnicity and sexual per-and actions. They were labeledime was called a troublemake! Tﬁ) when it entered
suasion, little is by some as treasonous and rewhen he suggested the organizé | pLAGE my life because

said about accep- bellious, but if it were not for tion abolish the white uniforms, the Gosho speaks

OPEN . . . ST . . .
SECOND tance of diverse their courageous ideas and pemove the organization’s focus to to women with have never taken a directing
PLACE thinking and ideas, sistence in putting them forth,the neighborhoods, and eliminatgyreat respect (a rarity in worldworkshop before, | have been a

particularly those this country would not exist assome of the tiers of leadershipreligions!). | was able to join prolific producer/director with
related to the itdoes. The 13 colonies were th&hose diverse ideas, which havéhe SGI because | believed inita long list of credits to my
growth of the organization. Thisfirst in the history of the world come to pass, originally were metauses for kosen-rufu and samame.
is equally important, as all di- to break away from their parentwith disagreement, which is fine.the effects in the racial diver- Here was the opportunity to
versity issues have at theircountry. Revolution — of a However, at times they were alsaity of every meeting | attended. examine my own methods and
roots certain mind sets thatcountry or an organization or amet with fear, anger, resentmenthis is where | belong! Little did philosophies for the first time.
must be challenged in order forsingle person — can be benefiand even outrage. | know that, despite my “mod- | plunged into the challenge ea-
diversity to be truly accepted. cial. It does not, however, occur One possible explanation forern” view of the world, | was still gerly, burying my nose in what-
Tolerance of diversity, specif- without some degree of initially this, especially in light of the or- intolerant of a portion of the pop-ever books | could find on the
ically diverse thought, is doubly diverse thinking and acceptanceyanization’s excommunication,ulation | chose to ignore: thesubject. | made along list of in-
important to us practitioners ofof new and different ideas. might be that people have theihandicapped. teresting quotations and a full
Buddhism in the United States. Debate and discussion of di-own doubts and insecuritieswith | am teaching a directingcourse outline: | was com-
First, we are not the mainstreanverse opinions cannot hurt anywhich to contend. Perhaps somevorkshop as part of my guestpletely prepared for a high-
religion; we are the diverseone. Attempts to censor expresmembers view diverse opinionsresidency with the Kohler Arts powered, college-level semi-
group in this country at presentsion can. | returned to the SGl a Center in Sheboygan, Wis. —
Therefore, we cannot afford tofew years ago, and | also prac- theatrical directing. Although |

pLEASE SEE THOUGHT, 9 PLEASE SEE HANDICAP, 9
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By JACQUELINE BARRIOS

WEST COVINA, CALIF.

traced the crayon along the
edges: blue, green, yellow
or “periwinkle,” “cyan” and
“canary,” the edges of that
butterfly wing. | was proud of my
handiwork, neat and each colo
distinct, starkly delineated by my|
unerring crayon. | was Master
Color-Artist, fol-

HIGH lower of the one
SCHOOL rule of coloring —
FIRST stay inside the lines.
PLACE It is perhaps
more than a rule of

the coloring book.
Staying inside the lines is an in
stinctive tendency that spans all

human endeavors. Itis in partdusve hold to be simple, absoluteand brick of our ancestors’'fencescause it stifles its possibilities,
to our need for boundaries, our intruths. And to question truths isWe invented race.
satiable need to classify and idenfundamental to our growth as We needed to recognize,

And | Shall Ride on
a Butterfly Wing

To ward off the uncertainties of
human diversity, we built fences,
houses, society and made confor-
mity our guiding principle.

its diversity.

greet the mysterious, wonderful
unknowns that unfold every day
with innocent eyes, open hearts.
We must all, at least once, try the
suspicious thingamajiggers atthe
sushi bar, roll salty velvet caviar
beads on our tongue and get
slightly tipsy on champagne. We
should wrap ourselves in yards
of iridescent sari silks or feel the
scalloped edges of a lace man-
tilla on our foreheads. We shall
dance one day by the sun-
bleached columns of the
Parthenon or beat the tanned
leather of a bongo drum. If we
cannot travel, then we shall take
flight with our own wings of cu-
riosity and find the richness that
was only a smile away.

Years have passed, and | look
at my coloring books — and |

And it grows and grows — this damn the lines that taught me too

tify and pin down the unexplain- human beings. Diversity ensuresdentify and understand ourchoking fear. So much so that weearly what a butterfly wing must
able to several keynote absoluteshat one race, religion, ethic, soworlds so much that we fearedstand back and watch the crimidook like. This is then my one plea
Life has an abundance that frightcial system is not above the resthe unknown. From this fear wenals. While Hitler victimized 6 to the coloring book makers of the
ens, and so we strive for simplic-and every idea will be challengeddeveloped my childhood color- million Jews, millions of Germans world: Give children beautiful
ity by designating the truths:by another. ing rule, to stay within the lines. watched. While the black child blank sheets — and setthem free.
Work, Money, Food and TV. To ward off the uncertainties Lines are the absolutes that debore another day of ugly, gut-Let them discover before it's too
Maybe Family Values, Insuranceof human diversity, we built fine our lives in understandablewrenching slurs to his mother, welate the pleasure 1 finally found
and Neighbors. fences, houses, society and madaonochromatic chunks. Lineswatched. Anditis an ugly factthatwhen | learned to mix “periwin-
Man has sought to conquer diconformity our guiding principle. are dual warnings with a mes-sometimes, somewhere, we havkle” and “canary” to chance upon
versity, to simplify and civilize But our cities expanded, andsage to those outside to Keeplso participated in the crime.  a yet undiscovered green, to fill
his existence. Diversity is the savaworlds once separated by fragil€Out and those within to Keep And the lines entangle us —the white space with polka dots
agery of the jungle, the essence afeas were thrown back into thén. From this first fear blooms the sinuous, twisting vines of aand wavy lines, to defy the lines
arioting, untamed life. Diversity ages, into a jungle of threateninghe rank canker blossom ofdarker jungle, whose savagery isvith undisciplined color.
is a truth that tells us that nothingdifferences. So we invented another fears, and we hesitate tainnatural as much as itis cruel.  And every day we add a new
is simple, nothing is absolute, andther, intangible boundary, onetry, explore, discover. Soon the The time has come that weversion to the butterfly wings of

makes us question everything thathat stood longer than the mortafetid miasma stifles Life be- savor life at its nascent purity, tothe world. W}
with the neighborhood children. but doctors, what would happen iness and prejudice can do. For ex-
c 0 c ( People are social beings...no& water pipe burst and the wholeample, they have the possibility of

hermits. This simple statementtommunity’s water supply shuttearing whole countries into
Cultures make people rich, theof structure is telltale in the real-down? A million doctorswouldn't shreds of disaster (World War I1).
community sparkle, the world ization that we must have a goodio one bit of good, and the com-To strengthen and enhance our-
glow. One must respect diversityreason for our interdependencymunity would fall. selves and others of this world,
Nature is a unity in diversity...a because we all have a certain rol one job were abolished or Ourinterconnected world alsoeveryone must try to keep an open
harmony blending together allto perform and, when united to-abandoned, chaos and confusioforces us to share responsibilitiesmind and observe for themselves

By NANCY LIN

TAMPA, FLA.

created things...one great whol
animated by the breath of life.

— Naturalist
Alexander von Humboldt

ike aclock,acommunity
is made up of various
parts which perform to- |&
gether to progress in aly
steady rhythm. Everything in our]
community is necessarily depen
dent upon one another. Parents en-

We all need to overcome obsta-
cles and realize that we are all
human and need the same thing
to survive: one another.

what problems exist and try to
challenge themselves by making
adifference in our community and
in our world: by spreading the
seeds of knowledge and under-
standing of human diversity.
Everyone selfishly desires to ad-
vance in abig rush and toimprove
their own lives. But without real-
izing that this effort is impossible
without holding hands and help-
ing one another, such aspirations
dwindle into forgotten thoughts.

trust teachers to ingrain the fundagether, formulate a whole organiovould quickly stir, handicapping We all need to overcome obstacles The clock of our lives and our

HIGH and the concepts of petuates the process of living.
SCHOOL mannerisms neces-
SECOND
PLACE

mentals of society movement which inherently per-the economic system.

and realize that regardless of one'world moves at a continuous
When | asked my school coun-skin color, shade of eyes or haisteady rhythm. Because of our
In aworld deeply advanced inselor what types of jobs | shouldtexture, we are allhuman and needternal flame which burns to hear
sarytotheir parts of technology, where diversity specialize in or which to pursuethe same thing to survive: one anthis rhythm and move alongside
society into the plays such an important composhe answered that the success ofgher. Human diversity has alwayst, we can achieve innumerable
children. Schools nent in our economy, every jobcareer depended on passions afffected life-conditions. From ambitions. As we continue to

edify everyone on must be covered and maintainedhe individual. A plumber’s job to mountaintops to river valleys, di-guide and trust each other, and

how to develop their own individ- The acceleration of technologyfix clogged drains is connected toversity has played a major part irstrive to learn from each other’s
uality and encourage everyone t@llows more leisure time for fam-a civil engineer planning a city’s everyone’s life. creeds and beliefs, then the clock
nurture talents and skills unique tdlies everywhere around thewater system. If the plumber got War, riots and many racial of our lives moves forward with
everyone’s interest. Our world isworld. Instead of spendingsick, he or she would need a dockillings have been sparked bea continuous beat. We should
saturated with such exceptional dicountless hours preparing mealgor. If the doctor had a broken pipecause of an ignorance of humarcherish our individualities, cele-
versity that it would be such adelivering mail or washing then he or she would need aliversity and its necessary funcbrate our talents and respect
shame to try to squeeze unique antlothes, one’s family can play aplumber’s good team. If an entiretion. Many life situations teach ushuman diversity...because these
personal potentials into categoriesgame of ball or picnic in the parkcommunity consisted of nothingthe consequences of what blindare what make the world tidl
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BREATH, FroM PAGE 7 identities to a “higher” realm. process of manifesting our po-s only one of you who will ever in parts of each other, so we are
For me, their philosophy mir- tential, not a mystical conclusionexist, throughout eternity. really not so separate after all.
hearts we are the same. Theors the spiritual crisis we faceto a devalued life. Our unique- The paradox of people want-This would have pleased Whit-
more we uncover our trueasaspecies. They believed givaess is displayed in small andng to look or act like someoneman immensely, who believed
selves through human revolu4ing up their individuality would beautiful ways in everything we else, or of people or nations feareur individuality, our diversity, is
tion, the more likely it is we join them with a larger whole, do, from how we greet our chil-ing someone who seems differwhat connects us to each other. |
will find the place of compas- that they would attain enlight- dren to the favorite music we likeent, is that we are really so alikewonder if he knew his metaphor
sion that binds us togetherenment through relinquishingto dance to when no one isWe allwantto live lives of dignity would resonate as a literal truth:
There, we can begin to feel antheir physical bodies. watching. To be yourself meansand value; we all want to love and‘l celebrate myself, and sing my-
other’s pain as our own. This belief system saddengto be willing to pursue your be loved, to live in peace. All of self, and what | assume you shall
I've thought a lot about the me. The expression of who wedreams. You cannot become as deserve these things. Scientisesssume, for every atom belonging
Heaven's Gate cult, whoseare in our daily lives in this world Buddha unless you feel it is im-have discovered that when wdo me as good belongs to you”
members believed taking theiris itself what allows us to attainportant for you to be here, on thebreathe out, we share lung ang‘Song of Myself,” Leaves of
own lives would open their Buddhahood. It is a lifelong earth, at this time. After all, thereheart cells. We are actually takingGrass. W}

THOUGHT, rrom PAGE 7 systems. In order to accept diver-

. _ sity and maintain unity, we simply
and ideas about the organizatior One local member at that time was called a trouble need to remember two things.

as threatening and harmiul. Itis - gcer when he suggested the organization abolish the
my hope that we can all advance 1) Everyone possesses a Bud-

courageously, arm-in-arm even  wwhite unl:forms, move the organization’s focus to the  dnhanature,andeverysingle human
with people with whom we dis- . . . . being is therefore deserving of re-
agree strongly, toward human  Reighborhoods, and eliminatesome of thetiers oflead-  spect. Nam-myoho-renge-kyo,

revolution and kosen-rufu, rec- . . . . like gravity, does not discriminate
ognizing the strength in diversity er. Shlp- Those diverse ldeas) which have come to pass, based on color, race, sexual orien-

and individuality. roT : : . . tation or personal beliefs.
s candothishe.  OTigENally were met with disagreement, which is fine. |
cause we have the Gohonzona  However, at times they were also met w;thfea;; anger, 2)It's OK for people to main-
our tool and confidence that tain diverse opinions, and it's
Nam-myoho-renge-kyoismore  resentment and even outrage. even OK for them to state those
powerful than anything. opinions. That does not mean
Consider the idea of disal- we must agree. Common sense
lowing diverse opinions about and experience teach us it's not

change in the organization. FirstSGI is not a harmfully abusive, might think differently than we ferent, of being an individual, of easy to make others think what
of all, if this were the case, itanti-social place. It is often, anddo, so that we can move on, acpossessing distinct characteriswe want them to think or be how
never would have advanced asan be even more so, a nurturingepting of diversity, in unity.  tics. When we join the SGI andwe want them to be. Buddhism
remarkably as it has in the lasend compassionate place. Letus Diversity (according to the practice Nichiren Daishonin’s teaches us that the only way we
decade. And second, such thinkalso care for and nurture thoseAmerican Heritage College Dic- Buddhism, we do not forfeit our- can change others is by chang-
ing is characteristic of a cult. Themembers and non-members whdionary) is the quality of being dif- selves, our perspectives, our belieihg ourselves. W]

HANDICAP, FroM PAGE 7 | often use chanting to help mewould be delighted to read it,sick feeling in my stomach, | ported artificially. Everyone
stop focusing on a “problem,” sothinking: “I am so busy! When began to read about the 16thought that she would be a
nar on the Art of Directing.  that | can try to find a solution in- will | have time for this? What a year-old athlete, scholar and‘human vegetable” if she sur-
Onthe first day of class, | wasstead. The next day, | approachedaste of time!” homecoming queen who wasvived at all. And here she was,
shocked and disappointed to dismy producer. “lwould liketoadd  Eventually, | did open the driving home from a 4-H activ- walking up the three flights of
cover that my eight studentsan extra day to my workshop,” Icover and look inside. Chapteiity one evening with a couple ofstairs with a cane to participate
were total novices: Only one ofsaid enthusiastically. 1 was titled “Jenny’s Journeyfriends when they ran a stopin my workshop.
them had ever directed before. “You will not get extra pay B.C. (Before Crash).” Chaptersign. The two girls in the front Suddenly my arrogance
Five were still in high school. for this,” my producer warned. 2 was titled “Jenny’s Journalseat were killed. Jenny lived forwithered to shame. This manu-
One was in college. One was But that was OK. | didn't A.D. (After Damage).” With a several months in a coma, supscript was a testimony to the dig-
deaf and physically disabled. need the money. nity and courage of this young
“Thisis just great,” Ithought  So | called the students one woman. Again and again, she
to myself as | struggled along,by one and asked them if they . raged about the injustices
trying to keep the discussionwould like to extend the work- After OurﬁrSt session, 1 wasfrus- against the handicapped — the

afloat single-handedly. After shop. They all agreed. Jenny . 9 abuse, the neglect, the ridicule.
our first session, | was frus-called me back but got my fi- tmted, angry, blamlngmysuperl “l am not retarded!” she ex-

trated, angry, blaming my su-ancee instead. They communi.  gys fOT the disaster. Why hadn’t claimed with the clarity of the
periors for the disaster. Whycated through a special phon¢ typewritten word.

hadn't they told me about theservice that involves a third they told me about the ages and I was supposed to be Jenny’s
ages and capacities of thosgarty typing words on a com- .. 2 teacher, but she has opened my
enrolled? The presence of theuter screen for the deaf persol capacztles Of those enrolled? The eyes. We are working together to

deaf girl, Jenny, made me esto read. . create a stage or screenplay of
pecially angry, because she “She’s very intelligent,” presence Of the deafgzrl, ]enny) her story. Communication with

was clearly holding the classMichael said to me, quietly. ° her is difficult but far from im-
back with her simple ques-“There’'s something abouther....” mademe espeClauyangry’ because possible. The more arduous our

tions and ridiculous non se-He couldn't put his fingeronit. ~ she was clearly holdmg the class struggle, the more | stand to

quiturs. To top it off, she was The next day in class, Jenny . . . learn.

hard to look at with her brought a 150-page manuscrip  back with her simple questions Jenny’s presence in my life is
grotesque facial expressionsoutof her backpack and ploppec . 7 - a gift from the Gohonzon. If any-
and bizarre physical posturesit onto the table in front of me. and ridiculous non Sequlturs- one is handicapped in this rela-
“She isretarded!” | told my fi- It was titledJenny’s Journall tionship, it is surely me.... i

ancee angrily. thanked her and told her that |
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ExXPERIENCE

My Trip to Japan

By BOBBIE STEMPLE become jealous of Presiden
o Ikeda and to try to destroy the
SGI. Mr. Morinaka also said that
he first day of the we must become the Buddha'y
World Youth Training true disciples by rebuking evil.
Course in September,If we don'’t repudiate evil, we
we went to Soka Uni- can't reveal the True Law.
versity. | became excited when After that we were given a
we were almost there. All thetour of the building. The eighth
signs were in Japanese, but wloor where President lkeda]
knew they were about Soka Uni-meets with dignitaries was like
versity because they werea museum. It was incredibly
painted with the three colors. Webeautiful. We were also taken td
saw houses and shops with tha room where President Maki-
three-color flag. Then we sawguchi's Gohonzon is enshrined
the Makiguchi Memorial Hall We chanted three times and sa
from the bus. Everyone jumpedpersonal items of Presiden
up to try to get a picture. It wasMakiguchi’s and President 1
so impressive and huge. WeToda’s. Bobbie Stemple (center) learned about the temple issue and Soka Gakkai history on a training trip to Japan in September.
were told that SGI President Because of this experience, |
Ikeda made it beautiful andfeel differently about President After that we went to ex- and Dr. Ved Nanda of the Univer-Aric and Vincent were actually
grand because President MakiMakiguchi and President Todachange meetings we thoughsity of Denver attended. Boththe youngest members to go on
guchi had died in a small prisonnow. | hardly ever thought aboutwere going to be district dis-guests gave speeches commenthe trip from the United States.
cell. President lkeda said thathem before, but now I can ap-cussion meetings. We didn’ting President Ikeda on his peace They were in the front and
Makiguchi Hall is a place for preciate what they started. Wherknow that there would be hun-and nuclear abolition actties. | center in the finale. It was the
fighters for kosen-rufu. we left we were given rice balls,dreds of members there or thatould see how much they re-most touching finale. All of the
When we chanted threebananas and tea on the bust was at a community center!spected and looked up to him. performers were on the stage
times, | was kind of in awe be-Everything was always preparedAll of us wentto Kanagawa Pre- | thought to myself that they singing and dancing to the final
cause it was the first time that Iso that we would always feelfecture, and from there mylove him just like we do. He song. You could feel their sheer
had chanted with so many dif-comfortable. group went to Tsurumi. Thelooked just like a proud andjoy, and | was reminded of my
ferent people from so many dif- The next day’s first training preparations that went into thehappy father. When Presidenfife and Drum Corps days and
ferent countries. | thought, wesession was reports on thexchange meeting were incredikeda spoke, it was mainly aboutall those great memories.
don't speak the same languagegriesthood issue by a few dif-ible. They thought of every de-the activities ofthe WFUNA. The  When we were in the buses
but in that moment we did. | ferent countries, including thetail. The most touching thing one thing which stood out for mepreparing to leave, we could talk
thought it was really cool. United States. The afternoorwas that when we arrived at thevas that he wants us to becom# the people in the buses next to
Our first training session waswas a Q-and-A session by SGtommunity center there wereas big as the Himalayas, just likeours. They were from Malaysia,
about the priesthood by the Sokdeputy President Einosukehand-painted posters with ouran Indian farmer thought Gandhiand it was wonderful how easy
Gakkai youth division study Akiya. One question was from anames on them welcoming uswas as big as the Himalayast was to make friends with peo-
leader Masaaki Morinaka, whomember from Africa about over- They worked so hard to make usvhen he met him once. ple who couldn’t even speak the
had just been in the Unitedcoming political problems in his feel welcome, and they treated The next day was the Worldsame language.
States with the youth exchangeountry. The main thing Presi-us like we were special. Youth Peace Music Festival in  The next day was our last day.
group in August. He said thedent Akiya said was thatit must The next afternoon was theYokohama. President Ikeda atWe had the closing ceremony,
temple issue could be calledstart with a single individual. World Youth Peace Generaltended and it was incredible.  and President Ikeda asked us to
“The Tale of a High Priest GoneOne individual must resolve thatMeeting at the International There were 1,300 performersconvey his best regards to all the
Mad.” He explained that Nikken he or she alone shall do it. Therfriendship Hall. President lkeda,— including two from the members, the general director
has lost the struggle with evil,another will stand up and thenPresident Halim of the World United States. The two of themand the women'’s division chief
and that this had caused him tanother. Federation of U.N. Associationsdanced and were really greatof each country. W]

Photo by JEFF FARR

StubeNT NEws to hold a “Suffering in the World” exhibit on campusf
Their display would share a Buddhist outlook of 5

A LOOk at (Suffering world problems with their classmates, they decidef8 4

The exhibit, held Oct. 27, featured 38 photograp g‘
. ) of human suffering the world over — images of wag -
1mn the World famine, nuclear destruction, etc. — and introducd® "W
SGI President Ikeda’s proposed educational solutio
to this suffering. “We wanted to go back to the reg
ASSOCIATE EDITOR purpose of learning — to end human suffering,” YU&

miko Kamie, one of the organizers explained. “WStudent orgamzers in front of their exhibit.
ome SGI-USA students at Glendale Communitstill have this kind of suffering going on in the world.’
ollege in Glendale, Calif., wanted to meet other The school newspapéil Vaquerg covered the ex- were happy that more than 50 students, many of them
students who are members at their school. When kilbit, and a philosophy professor assigned all her staternational students, volunteered to support their fu-
nine they could find finally got together, they decidedents to view it and take notes. The SGI-USA studeitise projects on campus. W}
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GuiDANCE INTO ACTION

No Complaints!

By DAVID EISENBERG

SGI-USA SOKA GROUP CHIEF

A ship or plane can move
forward due to the force of
resistance. In a similar way,
faith in the Buddhism of
Nichiren Daishonin is almost
always accompanied by
difficulties. But you must
never forget that you can
develop your life-condition
greatly when you meet
hardships. — SGI President
Ikeda, Buddhism in Action
vol. 1, p. 140

these feelings or just think them sion and a great opportunity for
they are still complaints and ul-youth to develop their compas-

timately prevent
me from truly
growing in my
state of life.

In the late '80s
and early '90s,
when | was con-
stantly doing Soka
Group activities, |
deeply grasped the
meaning of sup-
porting behind the
scenes. No matter
how long | had to
stand outside in

I seem to have a very hard timehe rain, no matter
remembering and applying thehow long the ac-
above quote from Presidentivities lasted, not

Ikeda to my life. What he is say-

ing to me is that not only must |

only would | not
complain, but |

welcome challenges as an opwould cheerfully
portunity to grow and strengthengreet the members
my faith, but | must understandand do my ab-

that they are my benefit.

Lately, | have been realizing protected and at ease.
I was challenging my weak-

that it is my nature to complain

Lately, I have
been realizing
that it is my
nature to
complaina
lot. Not
always
outwardly but
in my mind or
heart.

<

»

£\
Le
T4
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sion and strength
of character.

But as | moved
onto other respon-
sibilities within the

organization, | feel =

that | began to for-

get the lessons |

had learned and to David Eisenberg has been doing
fall back on my SokaGroup for several years.

wimpy ways. It's a

wonderful thing to  how do | now rekindle that kind
share our struggles of life-condition?

For me, it is a battle of con-
and we should stantly reminding myself that
always feel thatwe my benefit, my growth as a
canbehonestaboutperson, is dependent on the
how we feel. But challenges in life. What a bor-
there is a differ- ing existence | would lead
ence between thatwere there no problems. My,
kind of heart-to- prayer must be to become a
heart dialogue and stronger person, one who is not
petty complaining. afraid of the big battles, one
solute best to make them feelA whining attitude does nothingwho has such a powerful life
to encourage or motivate othersforce that the obstacles are

As a Soka Group leader, | hacafraid of me!

a lot. Not always outwardly but nesses and winning over themalways prided myself on my  As|move forward into 1998,
in my mind or heart. | find my- Every moment spent supportingnental and physical toughnessl am more determined than ever
self thinking that because | spendhe members’ efforts for kosen-I could do the longest shift; |to be a great example of selfless
many hours doing activities andrufu translated into great benecould go without food or a hard work for the sake of others
trying to support the members, ffit for myself and my family. Ac- break; | could stand alone at theAnd | will challenge myself

should not have to endure strugtivities such as Soka Group,farthest point from the activity every day to do my best with ng
gles, or that they should be easGajokai and Byakuren offer center. And | would enjoy it! regrets. My motto — “NO

with one another,

ily resolved. But whether | voice great fortune for the youth divi- And | wouldn’t complain! So COMPLAINTS!!”

Get the

World Tribune

every week

in your

mailbox

Call
1 (800) 835-4558

=~

School:

Major:
City:

N

The Student Files

Name: Teresa Smith
Cal State University
Northridge

Physical therapy

Northridge, Calif.

So there have been many obstacles
It was when | was diagnosed with an idalong the way, and | appreciate every
iopathic disorder, ending up in the hospitadne of them for forcing me to expand my
with a blood clotin my brain, that | receivedife and enjoy the process of education.
my letter of acceptance into my program, can truly say now that | enjoy getting
which is a highly competitive one. | spentmy education.

t is a challenge being a student. Andhy first year of school visiting the neurolo-
being in this physical therapy master’'gjist, hematologist and gynecologist, and had
program has been like doing human revde have a cystectomy (major surgery to re-
lution at microwave speed — it hasn't beemove two cysts sitting on my ovaries) last
slow cooking. But | have expanded my lifesummer. Today | am very healthy.
tenfold by accomplishing my goals.

T

W]

KNow THE
DIFFERENCE

Two
Philosophies

LOS ANGELES

he current dispute be

tween the SGI and
Nichiren Shoshu is not sim
ply a conflict between two
religious organizations. It's
a struggle between two opr
posing ways of life. When
Nichiren Daishonin began
to propagate the Law, he
made it clear that those who
propagate this philosophy
correctly will undoubtedly
incur persecution and slan-
der. The only organization
that has fulfilled this criteria
is the SGI. Nichiren Shosht
has never come close.

Instead of working to-
gether with the SGI,
Nichiren Shoshu has, since
1990, conspired with othe
anti-Gakkai factions to
bring down the organiza-
tion, even going so far as tg
request that the Japanese
government dissolve the
Soka Gakkai. Spurred or
by Nikken’s jealousy,
Nichiren Shoshu has ext
communicated and re-ext
communicated millions of
members, threatening that
they will not be able to at-
tain enlightenment as 3
ruse to get them back into
the temples.

Nowhere in his writings
does Nichiren Daishonin
point to the supremacy o
a high priest or the inferi-
ority of lay believers.
Nowhere in his writings
does he speak of excom-
munication. But today,
these illogical theories
have found a home in
Nichiren Shoshu. The dif-
ferenceis clear: The SGl is
basing itself on the teach:
ings of Nichiren Daisho-
nin. And the temple is
wrapping itself in the se-
curity blanket of monastic|
ritual.

This concludes
“Know the Difference”
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These NAMES Won't Be Forgotten

THE DENVER POST/ANDY CROSS

|
Photo by JOE POWLOKA

7 : ’ F
Selina Lucero, a 21-year-old mother of two, is one of some 80 students enrolled at the Native American Multicultural
Education School in Denver. For test-taking, she uses the ‘lucky pencil’ her mother gave her. (Right) Lynda Nuttall is
director of the school, the only adult education school for urban Native Americans in transition from reservations.

Lynda Nuttall saved a school for Native Americans that helps
adult students make the transition from reservation to urban life.

By JAN TYLER gone. ‘I felt like letting go of my dream. Lynda hel}
DENVER CORRESPONDENT Out," She SayS.
Evelyn and her older sister, Louise, easily ct
ynda Nuttall has a poetic way of describin@pave slipped into their statistical place: More than h:
NAMES, the Native American Multi-Cul- of the Native Americans who enroll in public schoolsff the reservation with her mother at age 16 and met
tural Education School, where Denver stun Colorado never graduate. Nationwide, one-third afworld in which she didn't fit the norm.
dents who dropped out of high school beadult Native Americans are counted as illiterate. Understanding that sense of isolation, Nuttall aims
come stars. “l just couldn’t let it happen,” says Nuttall. to create an educational environment that affirms each
“It's a place where chaos dictates order, where So she got busy. Within a month, she had raisstudent. Although the school filled a desperately
laughter is the rule not the exception,” says Nuttaff1,980 and reopened the non-profit school in the careeded niche — it's the only adult education school
who has worked as school director for 10 years. “Itigerted storage area of a Denver church with donatéesigned to meet the needs of urban Native Americans
aplace where it's OK to cry because life’s not fair. Anldooks, furniture and two computers. Although sha transition from reservations — the doors are open
it's a place where testing is special.” Students acentinues to struggle with fundraising, last May she other students as well.
tested to show improvement, she explains. “We logkaduated her first class of 15 students, each of whontAt our school, we accept them for who they are and
forward to that,” she says. received a handmade beaded Indian tassel. the skills they bring — what they have to share with
Nuttall rescued the school from extinction lastyear Evelyn and Louise were among those in the firss,” says Nuttall. “We teach them that they are special,
after the Denver Indian Center, which ran the progragnaduating class. Louise received a John Elway Schptecious people in the universe, and that they don’t have
for 20 years, was passed over for a Title 9 grant fraanship to attend college plus additional money fdo worry what others are thinking of them. We are not
the Department of Education. The school’s 58 staupplies through friends of NAMES. full of stereotypes of who or what we should be.
dents faced an uncertain future. In each of these victories, Nuttall relives a part of “Education,” she adds, “is what we have to do to
“I cried — we all cried,” says Evelyn Gutierrez, éner own struggle to adapt to life outside the reservaake a difference for the next generation, for all cul-
35-year-old mother of five. Halfway through hetion. Nuttall, a Cheyenne River Sioux/Cree, droppedres.... We are teaching them to walk in a world of
struggle to get her GED, the funds were sudderdyt of high school in Billings, Mont. She had movechany cultures.” W}
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A three-legged race at Phoenix’s backyard campout really brings kids together

City Slickers Enjoy Campout in Heart of City

By DiaNA DECKER

Phoenix

t was quiet at 2:00
Ip.m. on Saturday,

Oct. 25. The stage
was set for the Arizona
Territory Boys and Girls
Group 1st Annual
Campout.

Tony and Jenny
Williams had graciously
turned their home into
a lodge, their ample
backyard into a tent vil-

their parents began
to arrive.

And the Williams’
home blossomed
with organized activ-
ity. The craft tables
attracted youngsters
who decorated pa-
per vests with a vari-
ety of colorful items,
built things with
sticks, blew bubbles,
made creations with
playdough, and

lage. Twenty-two tents
of all sizes took up only
half of the backyard, leaving lots of
room for three-legged races and other
games.

The kitchen was stocked with a tower
of paper plates, cartons of juice boxes,
bottled water, boxes of graham crack-
ers, bundles of packages of hot dogs
and buns.

Signs of the high degree of organiza-
tion were everywhere. Small paper bags
of toothpaste, one for each camper,
stood ready by the sign-in tables. Color-
ful signs outside identified activity tables
for pumpkin-carving, arts and crafts; the
signs inside identified bathroom color-
codes for the ages of intended users.
Name badges, also color-coded accord-
ing to age, were stacked neatly.

At 3:00 p.m., the quiet disappeared.
Fifty-four campers, ages 3 to 12, and

Sean Brehm holds a fistful of gak’ he
made during the campout.

made “gak.” Others
bobbed for apples
and made caramel apples.

Dinner was delayed to allow for more
craft time. After dinner, there were reg-
ular camp activities, including a talent
show, campfire, singing with guitar ac-
companiment, roasting marshmallows
and a game of flashlight tag. The spe-
cial treats for breakfast included Japan-
ese-style eggs.

A number of volunteers put in many
hours before and during the campout to
make it a success. At the campout, the
“yellow people” — teen helpers, parents
and other adults serving as camp coun-
selors and dressed in yellow T-shirts —
seemed to outnumber the campers.

“The campout is just the starting
point,” Tiffany Horne said. “I felt that in
this organization, the focus has been on
the adults. We hope to change that.” ==

Environment Day
in San Mateo

By PENNY L. WiLLIAMS

San Mateo, Calif.

SGI men, women, boys and girls all got togeth-

er at San Mateo’s Central Park to learn about
life, or at least a big part of life — water.

Jim Barkenhaus, Jim Avant, Gayle Ciardi and
Cheryl Davis of the San Francisco Public Utilities
Commission shared their views on watershed
protection.

Jim Barkenhaus explained that San Francisco’s
water department supervises 23,000 acres of wa-
tershed, where rain is collected in streams that
eventually flow into the ocean.

Jim Avant informed us that we're all still drink-
ing the same water the dinosaurs drank. Water is
the only resource that is finite, or limited. Water is
constantly being recycled, and there’s only so
much water to go around. Six gallons of water are
used to make one can of soda, and 2,500 gallons
are used for one pound of beef.

Ms. Davis told the group that watersheds have
to be protected from people and fires so they're
not polluted. She said we are stewards of the land
to protect it and the

animals, especially en- mﬂem(ed
dangered species. the pifiata and
A game of “Cause }::rg:g‘ﬁatl
and Effect” was con- there is a lot of
ducted: An effect was mer inmy
described, and the au- v
dience had to supply KaSten Jen Klein: I

learned a lot
about where
water comes
from and about
the water cycle. |
learned it takes
a lot of water to
make a pound of
beef.

its cause. For exam-
ple, the effect of good
grades is caused by
studying hard.

Robin Sohnen,
Half Moon Bay
women’s division dis-

trict leader, said Envi- Jessica Bennett:
. Environment
ronment Day is part Day was fun and
of the district’s 10- {)eaoef:lllihl
earned that
year plan to reach out water is very
into the community. &= important.

Photos by LLOYD CARLSON
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Boys and Girls Group Winners of the

1997 World Tribune Essay Contest

In this issue, we're happy to announce the winners of our first annual essay contest. The theme was ‘Diversity, and the winners were chosen by
a panel of four judges nationwide. We thank you for your support and hope you will enjoy reading the insights of this talented group of writers.

Make the Diamond Cleaner

By JENNIFER KUBOTA
Blue Bell, Pa.

iversity is the special difference be-
theen people. Everyone is special

and unique; there are no two people
that are the same. But sometimes there are
people who don’t understand this kind of
special personality.

Last year, [ went to the Holocaust Muse-
um in Washington, D.C., with my family. I
saw lots of horrible things that were done to
the Jews. They were gassed, tortured, killed,
chained, poisoned, starved and forced to live
in small ghettos. I saw lots of photos with
people dying and suffering, and I thought
that it was unfair that the Jews had to be
treated like this just because they were Jew-
ish. I believe that the Jewish people who
lived during the Holocaust had many vexing
thoughts. One boy even wrote a journal
about his sorrows and hardships just like
Anne Frank. They both should be free and
be able to live like ordinary people.

My grandfather said that he was held in
concentration camps during World War 1I
just because he was Japanese. And dark-
skinned people were made fun of and kept
as slaves just because they have dark skin
and different cultures. I think that all people
should be treated equally whether they are
different or not.

[ also had an experience that made me
angry about prejudice.

One time, my friends made fun of my
Japanese rice balls, which I like the best.
Another time, my friends made fun of my
religion. They made fun of it just because
they never tried it or experienced it before
and said, “I hate it” or “It is disgusting.” I

was so upset that I decided to chant about it.

Then I felt much better. It helped me over-
come the fears about people teasing me. |
always wonder why people judge something
they don’t know before they try it. If they

tried it, they would really know what it is
like, and they would also be able to under-
stand other people’s feelings.

When I think about people suffering and
dying just because they have a different cul-
ture or a different race, I always remember
what my grandmother taught me: “Everyone
has a beautiful shining diamond in his or her
heart. If you do something kind and gener-
ous, it is like polishing the diamond and
making it and your heart better and cleaner.
But if you do something selfish and unkind,
it is like putting dirt and garbage on the pre-
cious diamond. So you should chant to
make things better along with your heart.”
To make the diamond cleaner and to fill my
heart with kindness, [ chant every day trying
to do my best at everything.

If you saw an ugly rock, and if you knew
that it was really a dirt-covered diamond,
then you would probably polish it and make
it cleaner. It is the same with people. If you
saw and understood a person’s heart, then
you would be friendly and kind to them.
That is why I think if we all understand each
other’s heart, which is a beautiful shining di-
amond, then we could be able to understand
the greatness of diversity. Then, we can
spread peace and kindness throughout the
world, so that the world can be just like a
peaceful, shining place with many kinds of
beautiful shining diamonds. FP)

Building a Global Family

By JENNIFER NUMAGAMI

Pottstown, Pa.

iversity is a wondrous, fascinating fact
Dof life to me. I love being exposed to

diversity, because from this, immense
joy is cultivated and derived. Every day is an
opportunity to accept others, learn from
others and meet someone different than me.
A lot of diversity flourishes within the SGI
organization. [ strive to develop respect for
these differences, because it helps me to
maintain a high life-condition. “A Global
Family” is a perfect song to explain my feel-
ings about diversity. Here are a few lines

from “A Global Family”:
We are building a global family
Starting with you
Starting with me
Welcome into our family
I'll show you my dance
Teach me your song
Together we’ll learn how to get along
Learning to listen
Learning to share
Making new friends
Every day, everywhere
When you meet somebody
Who looks different than you
If you’re nice and kind

They’ll reflect what you do

This song is special to me because it’s
about respecting others in daily life. I per-
formed this song in Chicago at the
U.S-Japan Youth Culture Festival in the
summer of 1995 with many SGI members.
It was a joyful and thrilling experience I'll
never forget!

[ was born into diverse surroundings. My
father was born in Japan. His company sent
him to America when he was 26. I'm look-
ing forward to visiting Japan in the future to
meet relatives and friends and to learn and

PLEASE SEE GLOBAL, NEXT PAGE
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Look Past the Differences

By ERICA BADIAL
Vacaville, Calif.

this diversity yet, but

when [ do, I will feel
very proud of myself, and
[ will also feel very happy
and joyful. I will feel [
have completed one of
my missions. Of course, 1
will not do this alone. |
will need everybody’s
help through chanting. Until then, I will try
to help stop discrimination by speaking up
and not judging people.

When [ meet someone different from my-
self, sometimes I'll feel shy, but then later on 1
become open-minded and become friends
with them. Other times, when I first meet
someone physically different from myself, for
example, or someone with a broken arm, leg,
nose, neck or foot, or someone with burns on
their body, someone with a body part missing,
it will go through my mind that “Gee, I won-
der what happened to that person,” but I
wouldn’t make fun of them. I would keep

Ihave not celebrated

We all need to look past
our differences and look
within our hearts to
find the true person.
We need to see people
for who they really
are.... We must look
past the color, race or
religion to see deeper.
As human beings, we're
all equal.

what I'm thinking in my mind to myself.
would just chant for the best for them.

I haven’t faced any prejudices so far, but I
have seen prejudices being used toward
someone just because he was physically dif-
ferent. This boy was walking home from
school one day when another boy on the
bus saw him and started calling him names
like stupid, ugly and weird, just because his
head was shrugged into his shoulders and his
shoulders were a little broad. The boy on the
bus made another comment about his hair,
that it looked like a big bush on his head. |
didn’t think the rude comments about the

boy were necessary.

The one making the rude comments was
African American. [ didn’t understand why
he was making fun of the other Mexican
American boy. The African American boy
had been made fun of by other kids because
of his color. I don’t understand why people
have to tease other people just because they
are a little different. I felt so sorry for the lit-
tle Mexican American boy. Sometimes dis-
crimination like that just makes me want to
cry so much and makes me ask this question
over and over again: “Why does it have to
be this way?” I only hope our world can
change. After all, aren’t we all human?

[ think we need to work together on get-
ting along and understanding one another.
We don’t need to look so much at the color
of our skin, our religious beliefs or if we
smoke or not. We all need to look past our
differences and look within our hearts to find
the true person. We need to see people for
who they really are. It doesn’t matter if you're
Buddhist, Christian or any other religion.

We must look past the color, race or reli-
gion to see deeper. As human beings, we're
all equal. o0

GLOBAL, FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

understand more of my father’s culture. So
I'm eagerly taking Japanese classes on Sat-
urdays to become fluent in Japanese.

I remember when my Japanese grandpar-
ents came to visit America for vacation.
They warmly mentioned how many things in
America were different from Japan. This
touched me and told me that there’s so
much to learn about them and their country
— and anywhere else in the world!

Whereas, my mother is American and had
been Jewish before being introduced to Bud-
dhism. Since all of her relatives are Jewish,
my family celebrates our holidays with them
every year. I'm glad that I can learn new
things from each of my parents’ different
backgrounds.

Last August, my father’s job was relocated
from our home in Hoffman Estates, Ill., to
Pennsylvania. If you move, you'll notice dif-
ferent areas have different philosophies. I'm
learning to accept a lot of differences in my
school environment. Though I still can be
the humanistic person I want to be.

Hoffman Estates was a diverse area with
many people from different backgrounds,
countries and cultures. My school classmates
were very mixed — Japanese, Korean, Chi-

nese, African American, Italian, Polish, Irish,
Filipino, Spanish, Indian, etc., just to name a
few of more than 50 different nationalities
within my school district. It was an accepting,
bright, open-minded community. I felt accept-
ed and glad to be with all the unique people.

However, in my new school I realized that
there wasn't this kind of precious mix. Last
year, there were only a handful of African
American and Asian kids in the whole
school. I felt as if something were missing,
and worse, I felt prejudice directed at anyone
different, including me, since I was different.

Learning the suffering that happens in a
prejudiced environment strengthens me to
become a more humanistic person. I know
through my Buddhist practice, I will learn
how to deal with people such as in my new
environment.

Only with the principle of itai doshin
(many bodies, one mind) can a harmonious
world be achieved, without discrimination. In
a sense, many bodies, one mind means each
individual displaying their full potential and
qualities and being truly united by the
supreme goal of kosen-rufu (world peace) and
faith in the Gohonzon. Nichiren Daishonin
states, “If itai doshin prevails among the peo-
ple, they will achieve all their goals, whereas
in dotai ishin (one body, many minds), they
can achieve nothing remarkable.”

So everyone must fully express their in-
herent qualities, creating rich diversity, with
one mind. The goal for our country to over-
come discrimination will be achieved. It’s a
long process, and it begins in SGI activities
as members sincerely chant together! As
Nichiren Daishonin explains, “All disciples
and believers of Nichiren should chant Nam-
myoho-renge-kyo with one mind (itai
doshin) transcending all differences among
themselves to become as inseparable as fish
and the water in which they swim.” FP
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Janet’s Horrible Day

STORY AND ART By MELISsA HirscH, 7

New Orleans

tables. One day, when she came home, she said
that someone was teasing her because she
couldn’t do math. Then she tried her best that night.
The next day, when she was at her desk, the
teacher gave a math test. She made an A+! Janet
changed her horrible day into a good day. FP]

l anet is in the 2nd grade. She was learning times

Activity Idea

This idea was contributed by Eve-
lyn Johnson of Salt Lake City.

Wiite encouraging statements and
short excerpts of SGI President Ike-
da’s guidance on slips of paper. Put
these reminders in places where you
will see them throughout the day
(such as in your bedroom, on the
bathroom mirror, inside the front
cover of your school binder, in your
desk at school, etc.). Statements
could be things like: “Never give
up!” “Remember: Determination +
daimoku + action = victory.” “You
can do it!” “Believe in yourself.” &z

A Kingdom of Dreams

Excerpts from a speech SGI President
Daisaku Ikeda gave at the Soka Primary
School graduation on March 20, 1989.

What I want to talk about are the
dreams of boys and girls that will
change the world. As long as you con-
tinue to believe in and hold on to your
great dreams, you will surprise everyone
with your splendid accomplishments....
The most difficult time is the most im-
portant time. The most difficult time is the
best opportunity to open a new road in
your lives. Please never forget this. As
long as you keep making efforts without
allowing yourselves to be defeated, the
tree of dreams will continue to grow in
your hearts. Your effort is the nutrient for
the growth of your dreams.... FP]

Stand-Up
Squirrel

Cut out the squirrel pattern
and color it with crayons.
Fold his arms and legs for-
ward. Fold the squirrel’s tail
back and curl it around a
pencil. Paste or staple the
acorn to his arms.

Make this cute
squirrel using brown
construction paper.
Set it up on your al-
tar to remind you to
chant Nam-myoho-
renge-kyo!

This squirrel pattern
can also be used as a
name place card.




