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SGI President Ikeda shares a light moment with Soka Schools alumni, Nov. 3, in Tokyo.

FounbpIinGg DAY POEMS

Courtesy of SEIKYO PRESS

-
- -

SGI President Ikeda wrote the following three poems
to commemorate Nov. 18, Soka Gakkai Founding Day.

Celebrating this Day of
Founding

With 10 million noble friends

Comrades standing together

Through suffering and joy.

Triumphing over every
onslaught
With dignity and resolve,

We advance joyfully as one —

Members of the Soka Family.

Our happiness is
unsurpassed

For we perceive the profound
value

Of human existence.

Similarities Between Buddhism, Psychiatry Noted

SGI President Ikeda's
dialogue with Dr. Linus
Pauling Jr. focuses on
people’s spiritual
development.

Courtesy oF SGI NEWSLETTER

Tokyo, Oct. 12

agreed Linus Pauling Jr., a note(
psychiatrist and chairperson of
the board of trustees of the Linus
Pauling Institute of Science anc
Medicine in Palo Alto, Calif.

A smiling Dr. Pauling
greeted Mr. lkeda, exclaiming
that were his father alive, he
would have been overjoyed to
meet the SGI leader in Japan
Mr. Ikeda said he would forever

Buddhism and psychiatry havecherish the memory of Linus
much in common when it comesPauling’s friendship, remem-

to nurturing people’s spiritual bering how touched he was tha:
development. This was one othe scientist had once driven a

Self-reliance
and personal
responsibility
are also
fundamental
tenets of
Buddhism.

guests he received.

The two first discussed
today the four means by which
bodhisattvas lead living beings
to enlightenment, with Presi-
dent Ikeda suggesting these can
be considered guidelines for
fostering good human relations
based on a fundamental respect.

The first means, he ex-
plained, is selfless giving,
which can be divided into three
categories: 1) giving wealth
(supplying that which provides
material sustenance); 2) giving

the topics today when SGI Prestong way to meet him at thevolumes ofA Lifelong Questfor principles (supplying that
ident Ikeda talked with the el-Soka University of America Peace—A Dialogue: Linuswhich provides philosophical
dest son of the late Nobel laureeampus on the outskirts of LosPauling and Daisaku Ikedan and spiritual sustenance); and
ate Linus Pauling. The fourAngeles.

means of salvation used by abo- Dr. Pauling said that he first
dhisattva are very similar to thebecame acquainted with thethat he kept them on hand to

approach used by psychiatristsSGI leader after seeing severafjive copies to distinguished

his father’s office.
His father explained, he said,moving anxiety and offering

3) giving freedom from fear (re-

PLEASE SEE PAULING, 4
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couraged to over

and | can natural
— PATRIC

necessary public

How do you encourage people to subscribe
to and read the ‘World Tribune’
and ‘Living Buddhism’?

Members from Cleveland Headquarters respond:

periences shared by people from all walks of life and be

my car. These give me a better understanding of Buddhi

revived enthusiasm, people became curious. That was my

VOICES

Often | urge members to receive publica-
tions to give them the additional courage

and support needed to practice and studly,

and thereby strengthen their faith. | tell
them that not only will they be keeping
abreast of activities going on within the ort
ganization nationally and internationally
but they will be able to read the many ex-

come their own overwhelming obstacles.
— DIANE HENDRICKS, Cleveland

We have started a neighborhood study

Hope — the Fuel for Faith

...Hopes set on tomorrow, springs This word qualified by
Aspiring to the rainbow, eternalspeaks of inner workings
Looking beyond our present on a profound level. Learning to

woes! imbue our lives with hope, then,

— SGI President Ikeda, “The Joy of Living”  is engaging in an act of expansion — springing, as
it were.
ope is a light inside that is gentle and bright This, by definition, entails pushing the enve-
by turns. lope of our very being. It entails moving the

It can spur us forward, buoyant. It can keep oknown borders out, up and beyond what we can
visions for the future dancing out ahead aat present conceive of. When we despair of ever
dwelling softly inside. It is manna to the soul. changing any one problem or concern, or we be-

Without hope, every obstacle to our happines®me discouraged by what we perceive as a stale-
would be perceived as insurmountable. Hope fisate in our lives, rekindling hope is fundamental
the fuel for faith — we hope that embracing faitho our ability to take further action.
with all of ourselves, again and again, willlead us Hope can seem a whimsical, intangible, or
to become happy, capable people. Without thaildly unscientific realm to inhabit. But it is ac-

en-spark of hope, faith has little chance to flourishtually a springboard for compelling life-discov-

And developing a hopeful outlook, in the facery and the hare’s breath between surrender to our
of life’s hardships, struggles and disappointmentsner darkness and the will to struggle on. Learn-
is no small task to set ourselves to each day. \ivig) to hold fast to hope’s expansive vision is the
are surrounded by people and events that belie ework of faith.

group that meets every other Saturday. We hopeful intentions. Just snapping on the radio in The experiences we accumulate in the process

study Nichiren Daishonin’s writings
found inLiving Buddhismand other arti-
clesthatinterest us. Everyone likes to haye
a copy of the study material.

| often make a tape of the articles | like.
| listen to these tapes as | drive around |n

ly share what | have learned with others
IA L. JAMISON, Mayfield Heights, Ohio

All the SGI Buddhist publications are
wonderful. All the information | read is in-
teresting, and sometimes | have to reg
some of the articles more than once just
be sure | understand. What | read in th
publications keeps me thinking and re
evaluating my beliefs. If you are trying tg
find a “why” to life, love, peace, sorrow,

'®oa

happiness, yourself, then read, read, read the publications.
— DORIS DAVILLIER, Maple Heights, Ohio

For me, encouraging people to read and
subscribe was sort of an accident. Whil
reading the book seri@$e Human Rev-
olution, | learned the origin of the publi-
cations and realized presidents Toda a
Ikeda’s spirit and conviction. Their ho

and why opened the door of wisdominm
life to a deeper desire to propagate the
ations, which is my mission. Because of

— DAVID PROROK, Canton, Ohio
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the morning can immediately drain our hope. Catleepen our faith and teach us that remaining hope-
astrophes abound. One side of the country is bufal, no matter what the circumstances, is within our
ing, the other flooded. Someone trusted their chifgbwer if we “look beyond our present woes,” as
to a “professional’s” care, and now the child i®resident Ikeda’s poem urges, striving to make
dead. Our political factions bicker and snipe at of@pe tangible not only for ourselves but for others.
another, while revolution erupts in a country When hope is ignited from within, we imme-

smwhere America’s political influence proves futilediately feel ourselves relieved from the weight of

Sometimes simply waiting at a stoplight an@hatever worry or sorrow is pressing us. These
glancing into another person’s face will quicklydefining moments need to be recorded, etched in
tell you how desperate we are for the clear ligltur spirit. Remembering that it is from our hearts,
of hope. not our minds, that hope springs eternal, we can

Itis important in the face of all these things ttrain our lives a little at a time to retain hope.
recognize that hope is not the same as wishful The moment hope swells within is a catalyst for
thinking. Nor can it cover deep-seated negativifgrayer — for action. It is an impetus to study or
with a thin veneer of positive thinking. “Aspiringseek out guidance or encourage someone else.
to the rainbow,” in President Ikeda’s words, is ndlVe are sustained by the feeling that despite what
meant to imply that we should be wishing thingae have failed to accomplish today, we can renew
were somehow different from what they are — ayur determination to try again tomorrow. Without
using positive affirmations as a substitute fdrope, tomorrow is a bleak prospect. In fact, with-
shouldering the responsibility for our happinessut it tomorrow doesn'’t exist.

Alexander Pope’s phrase “Hope springs eternal” Hope is as necessary to the human spirit as oxy-
suggests this differentiation, by the active verpen and water are essential to our bodiesli
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Cyberspace District?

How about “virtual meetings” at a “Cyberspace District’? By TROY D. ROOTS

These activities could extend the lifeblood of faith to guests WASHINGTON, D.C.

and members in the following situations: people in remate

areas; people without transportation, who do not live within ~ Daddy,

driving distance of other members; guests who are initially too

shy or ambivalent to come a live meeting; people initially  Through the years | have come

housebound with agoraphobia or social phobia; and peaple to understand you and appreci

who work the second shift plus weekends and aren’t near gny ate the difficulties that you en-

“morning-available” members. countered. | am now able to segq
The format could be a moderated chat room, real-time or beyond the problems that you

delayed-time; delayed-time might be more convenient. Ac- and | had and am very glad to S - L

cess could be for authorized members and guests behind afire- have you as my father. Troy Roots (center) repaired his relationship with his father (left).

wall. Authorization would prevent members who don’t need As my eyes open more, |

it from using it as a way to avoid their human revolution [[n  know that the relationship be-he could be proud of me, be- When | learned about my fa-

areal district], and a firewall would save slanderers from mak-  tween you and me shall continuecause we hated each other to thther's new feelings about the

ing more bad causes for their lives.... to grow and strengthen. | am alsamax. That statement was probtwo of us, | was shocked. | had
The SGI-USA could encourage chapter leaders to distrib- able to say something that lably the turning point that led been unaware and was taking for

ute lists of local public libraries that have Internet-ready PCs, don't remember ever saying tome to take the necessary steps granted our newfound connec-

which could extend participation to otherwise qualified per-  you, and that is: | Love You change our relationship from ation. We had grown from hating

sons without their own PCs — especially if delayed-time con-  Daddy. Hope your Father’s Day cesspool of hate, anger and vioto actually caring about each

ferencing is used.... Is there any chance that Cyberspace Dis- was a good one. lence to one of understandingther.
trict will materialize soon? It would help a great many people! or, more important, to one offa- Daddy was rushed to the
— GERALD T. AITKEN, Walden, N.Y. Your son, Dwight ther and son. hospital on Sunday, Feb. 25,

Itwas in the '80s that | started1996, when he had trouble
. . found this card when we werevisiting and talking to Daddy breathing. At first, | decided to
Walk in My Moccasins cleaning my dad’s apartmentwhenever | went home. | oftenwait until the following week-
in Williamsburg, Va., a year agowould talk with him about why end to go home and see him.
I think one of the great things about the SGl is its tremendoud-ebruary after he died suddenlyhe drank so much and, after manBut a friend convinced me to
ability to change. Any other organization that had gone probably from more than 50years, concluded that he and meleave immediately.
through the tremendous changes it has in the last seven yeaygars of excessive drinking. llike him were products of their At the hospital, | sat at
would have collapsed within six months. | especially like the couldn’t believe that he'd kepttime. They grew up during theDaddy’s bedside and chanted
open dialogue in the “Mailbox” section. Although it does not not only that card but others adDepression and in a period wherand recited the sutra. | stayed
express the opinions of all readers, to me “Mailbox” feels like well that | had sent over thethe social climate of America aboutan hour and then made my
a great opening to see diverse views of many members. | years. We had a great relationmolded everyone’s behavior.way back to Washington.

| had to laugh at the letter from David Kadin (“Keep Your ship at the time of his death; weThere were few good jobs for The nextday, Feb. 26, | got the
Focus”) in the Oct. 10 “Mailbox.” At first | thoughtit was just  were really good buddies. black men then, few social out-call that Daddy had died. | had no
ajoke, but after reading it | felt great sadness. | wonder if Mr.  Butitwasn'talways thatway. lets, and segregation was in itsadness or regret, because | knew
Kadin has ever been discriminated against because of his dolor From the age of 15, we wereheyday. Black men were not “al-1 had been courageous enough to
or sexual orientation. | wonder if he has ever been laugheg aarchenemies and fought regufowed” to be total men. Thereinlook at our relationship from a
or made fun of because of a physical disability or mental im-larly, because he was an alcolies, | believe, a major factor asdifferent perspective. | had taken
pairment. | wonder if he has ever been in a war, saw his gpodholic and an abusive father. Fotto why so many men of my dad’sthe necessary steps to repair and
friends die up close and had to carry their bodies out to thethree years, | physically chal-era acted the way they did. polish our relationship that was
chopper. lenged him and oftentimes had Inthe late '80s, Daddy retired.once shattered and jagged. We

To me Buddhism is about compassion and social changeto stay with an aunt because h&hortly after, his sister and heihad healed old wounds. | had
The fact that [SGI members have] begun to talk about dis-swore he would kill me if I husband died within six monthschanged. | had grown. | had
crimination (which has existed in this organization as welljas stayed at home. | usually had t@f each other. After his sister'sgained a father and a friend. Ul-
society), | think is a tremendous event that | congratulate thisstay away at least a week beforeeath, | convinced Bubbie Deetimately, | had a real sense of joy.
organization and the/orld Tribuneon. it was safe to return home. (one of my dad’s nicknames) to SGI President lkeda once

As for Mr. Kadin, | don’t know your background, but if My parents separated ingo to California with me to visit said: “Itis important to take per-
you really feel that the letters of discrimination you read jin 1968, my senior year of highhis nieces and nephews. On thatonal responsibility, not to feel
theWorld Tribuneare “malarkey,” and if you are tired of readr  school. And | continued to havetrip, | received the Gohonzon andhat ‘Somebody else will get it
ing “whining that this person’s point of view has been over- a sour relationship with my fa- made the determination to builddone. To wait for someone else
looked, or that person’s cultural background has been ingdther. | disliked him so much healthy, strong and enjoyable reto take action is to give away
vertently denigrated, or some other person has suffered som#hat | never asked him for onelationships with all my family control of our lives.... When we
injustice,” then | might very gently suggest to you that you thing the entire time | was in members. That trip became theéake personal responsibility we
might want to get to know some of “these people” that ypu college. Didn’t want his help. oil that put our relationship onthecan advance.... Without perse-
talk about. If you were to do this, it may enlighten you, sur- Didn’t need his help. Didn't fast track. verance, nothing significant can
prise you and possibly even shame you. want his money. Didn't need After visiting California, be accomplished.”

Part of my job duties is working with Native Americans. his money. Daddy and | were always going By taking responsibility, |
Remember the old saying that “You don'tknowwho lamuntil It wasn’t until after | had someplace together. As timechanged our relationship. In
you have walked in my moccasins for awhile.” Well, Mr. graduated that things changed.Wwent by, it became noticeable tadoing so, | came to know the per-
Kadin, | suggest you run out and buy a pair of moccasins. was visiting some of Daddy’s others that our relationship wasson John E. Roots, who was not

— CLINT WILLIAMS, Salem, Ore. co-workers, when a lady said tochanging. My sister told me thatjust the alcoholic | had experi-
me: “John Roots is sure proud oDaddy would call her after I'd enced earlierin my life. Through
you. All he does is talk aboutbeen visiting, angry with her faith and perseverance, | gained

Letters printed here do not necessarily reflect the opiniong ofthat son of his who graduatedhat | had stayed with her in-a better understanding of why
the SGI-USA or the/orld Tribune. from college.” stead of him. She also menmy father behaved as he did. And
| sat there not believing whattioned that Daddy enjoyed thethat for me has made all the dif-

I'd just heard. There was no waytime we spent together. ference in the world. W]
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Similarities of Buddhism, Psychiatry Discussed

PAULING, From PAGE 1

encouragement).

The second means is loving
speech, in other words, engag
ing others in conversation and
bestowing upon them kind,
compassionate words. The thirg
is the general practice of bene
fiting others, and the fourth is
becoming one with others, thal
is, sharing others’ problems ag
one’s own and helping them
overcome those problems.
Dr. Pauling, whose ongoing

professional interest is in
the education of children and
youth, said that the four meang
Mr. Ikeda outlined are very im-
portant and have many similar-
ities with approaches used i
psychiatry. Treating each patien
with respect as an individual, for
instance, is crucial in psychiatric
treatment, he said.

Taking the four means one
by one, Dr. Pauling said that
selfless giving — specifically
in terms of relieving the pa-
tient's anxiety and teaching him

Linus Pauling
Exhibition
To Open

In this discussion with
Linus Pauling Jr., SGI
President Ikeda expressed
high hopes for the success
of an exhibition on the life
of Pauling’s father — win-
ner of two Nobel prizes for
his achievements in chem-
istry and peace —which is
scheduled to be held in San
Francisco next year. The
exhibition is being jointly
sponsored by Oregon
State University, the sci-
entist's alma mater, the
SGI and the Pauling fam-
ily. Mr. Ikeda had
broached the subject of
mounting such an exhibi-
tion with Linus Pauling
himself at their last meet-
ing in San Francisco in
1993. Tl

or her how to deal with life —

is an especially vital element of SGI has a long tradition of mem-society. Though we have access to

gence, and offer us sincere
words of caution.

r. Ikeda stressed that chil-
dren need to have such
good friends and that parents
and teachers should fulfill this
role. This kind of nurturing en-
vironment enhances the child’s
potential for self-realization, he
asserted.
Dr. Pauling suggested that
the breakdown in communica-
tion between adults and children

is one of the most serious probt

lems of the modern age. As are
sult of the crumbling of tradi-
tional values, he said, parent
are unsure how to deal with chil-
dren who have different valueg
from them. Because of poor
communication, children are
left to fend for themselves and
make decisions on their own
when problems arise. With no
one to help them, he stated, the
are filled with insecurity. And
when they do make a decision
unfortunately it is often the
wrong one.

Mr. Ikeda agreed that values
have grown confused in today’s

psychiatry. Dr. Buling clarified, bers gathering to frankly discussmore and more information and
however, that in psychiatry theall manner of concerns.

knowledge, he said, many people

emphasis is very much on inde-
pendence, on enabling patientgood friends, or people who cartheir lives on.
to find the way themselves. Caréhave a positive influence on our
needs to be taken by mentalives, the SGl leader said. These
health specialists, he said, not tare friends who share our joys End of part 1.
force a predetermined set of valand sufferings, who sympathize In part 2, Dr. Pauling and
ues on their patients but to in-with us and support us unstint- Mr. Ikeda discuss the late
stead guide them through variousngly, he said. They helpus erase Linus Pauling’s social
processes to develop their owrfiears and worries when they activism.
sound set of values. arise, save us from self-indul-

The SGI leader concurred,
adding that self-reliance and per-
sonal responsibility a@so fun- #
damental tenets of Buddhism. §

Dr. Pauling explained that
when doctor and patient discus il
and share their values and view|
on life, it can lead the patient to
recognize what existing atti-
tudes or values are hindering hij
or her growth and what alterna:
tive approaches or values migh
be adopted. In this process, h
said, the second means of loving
speech mentioned by Mr. Ikedg
is indispensable. Dialogue hag
to be conducted with concer
and compassion, free of criti-
cism or negative comments, hg
maintained.

The third means, the practice
of benefiting others, Dr. Pauling
said, resonates with the aims o
psychiatric treatment. The
fourth means, becoming ong
with others, might correspond
to something like group therap
where people with similar prob-
lems share their experiences an
means of coping, he observed
President lkeda shared that tthhree generations of Paulmgs in a picture from 1949.

Ccurtesy of SEIKYO PRESS
-,

Buddhism urges us to find are still at a loss as to what to base
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Hong Kong

Exhibition of European
Masters Opens

HONG KONG, OCT. 14 — The exhibition “Masterpieces q

Western Oil Painting From the Tokyo Fuji Art Museum'

opened today at the Hong Kong Museum of Art. The sho
ing, consisting of works on loan from the Tokyo Fuji Art Mu
seum, is jointly sponsored by the Hong Kong museum &
the Hong Kong Urban Council. The 61 paintings on displ
— works by such masters as Monet, Renoir, Cézanne
Chagall — showcase 500 years of European art, spanning
Renaissance, the French Revolution and the 20th centur
At the opening, Tokyo Fuji Art Museum Vice Director Ta
tsuo Takakura read a message from SGI President Ikeda
scribing his joy at sending the exhibition as a “cultural ai
bassador of art and peace” in this significant year mark
the territory’s return to China and the 25th anniversary of n
malized diplomatic relations between Japan and China.
said he hoped that this event would serve to solidify an e
nal bond between the citizens of Japan and Hong Kong.

JAaPAN
SGI President Meets With
Brazilian Composer

TOKYO, OCT. 7 — SGI President Ikeda met with the inte

f
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nationally acclaimed Brazilian composer and concert pianist

Amaral Vieira at the newly completed Min-On Culture Ce
ter today. Mr. Vieira, who was visiting Japan en route
China for a number of performances, presented Mr. Ikeda v
the piano score and CD recording of his most recent com

sition, “The Snow Country Prince,” which was inspired by

the children’s story of the same title written by the SGI lead

Expressing his joy to meet with President Ikeda again, \
Vieira said that he had composed “The Snow Country Prin
out of a desire to convey in music the SGI leader's comn
ment to fostering young people as reflected in the childre

n-

to
ith

po-

er.
V.
ce”

it-
n's

tale. He said that he had endeavored in the composition to com-
municate the message that whatever sorrows we may meet,

through our efforts we can turn them into joy.

Mr. Vieira said he feels his great purpose in life is to trans-

mit Mr. lkeda’s ideals to people around the world throug
music. In fact, this is the sixth piece he has created base

jh
d on

the SGI leader’s poetry and thought. In his latest compasi-

tion, he said he intentionally strove for simplicity so that tk
score could be played with ease by even beginning musici

CHINA
Music School Honors
SGI President

BEIJING — President Zhao Feng of the Central Conser
tory of Music here informed President Ikeda by letter of t
school’s intent to name him an honorary professor. The
cision was made in recognition of the SGI leader’s lon
standing contributions to the promotion of China—Jap
friendship and his endeavors to cultivate music and acade|
exchange through such institutes as the Min-On Concert
sociation and Soka University, both of which he founded.

e
ans.
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he
de-
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As-

The conservatory, China’s most prestigious music schaol,

was founded in 1950 and is overseen directly by the Minis|
of Culture of the State Council. Noted world musicians, su
as ltalian opera singer Luciano Pavarotti and Japanese
ductor Seiji Ozawa, have visited the school. Violinist Yehu
Menuhin is also an honorary professor.

— Courtesy of SGI NEWSLETTER

try
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The Hiroshima atomic bomb weighed only one The radiation remained in our bodies. Twenty
kilogram, the same as 15 eggs. And it instantly minutes after the blast, the black rain started,
killed 140,000 people. This figure was reported by containing the radiation. It was a heavy rain,
the Hiroshima City Office to the United Nations in and Hiroshima, which was on fire, was cooled
1976. But this was a rough estimation; we still down. The black rain remains in our bodies
don’t have an exact number and never will. today in the form of radiation sickness.
Miyoko Matsubara is a INTERVIEW JF: You must have hated Amer-

survivor of the Hiroshima ica.

bombing who has made it her h o [
life’s work to share her story T B b I St ll E l d MATsuBARA: At first | blamed
and speak for nuclear e Om S 1 X O ln America. When | graduated from

abolition. Jeff Farr,World high school, no one would give

Tribuneassociate editor, spoke _ Photo by GREGORY NAKASUI me a job because of my face.
with her when she visited SokaThe black rain remains in water, because | was un-Sometimes | thought about com-
University of America, our bodies today in the form bearably hot. Then some-mitting suicide. Sometimes peo-

Calabasas, Calif., Oct. 20. of radiation sickness. one called my name: plewouldn'teven sitnexttome —
“Miyoko? Miyoko?” But theywere afraid to catch radiation
| couldn’t recognize who from my body. No one wanted to
was speaking to me. “l ammarry me! They were afraid of
Michiko,” she said. My having deformed babies. | was so
friend’s facial features — unhappy. And | never married.
eyes, mouth and teeth— One day a friend said,
were reduced to a pulp.“Miyoko, shall we go to
Together we climbed up church?” So | started going to
the other side of the riverchurch. The members of my
bank and headed towardchurch eventually invited us to
school. Osaka for plastic surgery. So,
But | hadto say goodbyewhen | was 21, | went to Osaka
to Michiko before we got and had the 12 operations,
there. We were unbearablywhich took seven months.
hot, and she said: “Giveme  In 1955, | also had the chance
sick leave for breast surgery. Iboth hands were protectin water. | am so thirsty.” to come to America for plastic
may look fine and healthy, butmy eyes and face. If | had- But | said: “No. Every- surgery, but | didn't join the pro-
my old wounds still hurt— all the n’t been holding both handsMiyoko Matsubara one’s at school, so wegram. Twenty-five youngwomen
time. Last year | had to go into thein front of my face, | would should go.” from Hiroshima came to the
hospital twice to have polyps inhave lost my eyesight. Eightskin on my hands and legs was She said: “| cannot go any far-United States for a few years to
my stomach checked. | don'tyears later, when | was 21, | hadilso peeling off. All that was left ther. Leave me. Leave me, andhave surgery at Mount Sinai Hos-
think I'll live much longer. plastic surgery 12 times. As are-of my jacket was the upper partell them | am here. Tell my pitalin New York. | couldn'tdo it
The Hiroshima atomic bomb sult, my eyelids could open andaround my breast. My work teacher | am here.” Even thougtbecause of what America had
weighed only one kilogram, theclose. Until then, they were per-trousers were gone, leaving onlyshe said, “Please go away, galone.
same as 15 eggs. And itinstantlynanently open from the bomb-the waistband. Only my white un-away,” she pleaded with her eyes Of those 25, only one became
killed 140,000 people. This fig- ing. So, | was watching thederwear was left. As you know,for me to take her with me. | hada storyteller. They don't like to
ure was reported by the Hi-bomb — | saw it. Then | saw ablack absorbs heat rays and whiteo say goodbye because bidalk about the Hiroshima bomb-
roshima City Office to the huge fire drop from the tails of reflects them. Without my under-flames were coming. Three daysng. They don’t want to reveal
United Nationsin 1976. But thisthe plane. | fell to the ground. Atwear, my whole body would havelater, her parents found out thatheir wounds to the public.
was a rough estimation; we stillthe same time | heard a deafenbeen completely burned. she died. But | decided to be a story-
don’t have an exact number andng roar, which must have | started to head back to my Then the black rain started,teller. | went around the world
never will. reached the bowels of the earthschool. Ata bridge | had to crossfor two or three hours in sometelling my story. | was chosen to
The effect of the bomb cameWhat occurred to me was thatmany people were crying andplaces. | couldn’t move. | was onrepresent Hiroshima survivors at
inthree parts. Thirty-five percentthe plane had aimed at me.  shouting. Raising their arms inthe ground in the rain. And fi- the United Nations. | came to the
was in the form of heat rays, 50 When | regained conscious-front of their chests, they cried:nally, when the rain finished, | United States, | told my story, and
percentas blastwinds and 15 pemress, | had been blown five me“Help me! Help me!” In the rested under a tree. It was thehmet Americans who showed me
cent as radiation. ters from where | had stood. Im-river, countless dead bodies wer¢hat my neighbor came, lookinggreat sympathy. “Why are they
The radiation remained in ourmediately, | wanted to cover mycarried away on the current.for her daughter. | called to her.so kind?” | wondered. Anyhow, |
bodies. Twenty minutes after theface — the smell was so terribleSome sinking. Some floating. She was surprised. “Heh? Aren’trealized that if Japan had had the
blast, the black rain started, cont took a towel | had at my waist Some bodies had been throwryou Miyoko?” she asked. Shenuclear weapon, Japan might
taining the radiation. It was aand covered my face, but when kgainst the riverside and bridgedecided to save me instead ohave used it. So, | do not hate
heavy rain, and Hiroshima, whichtried to remove it, the skin on myTheir intestines had exploded. looking for her own daughter. Americans but war and those nu-
was on fire, was cooled down.face peeled off. Then | found the Well, | jumped into the She never found her daughter. clear weapons. i

JF: Many Americans, when JF: | heard that when the
they think of the Hiroshima bombing happened you
bombing, don’t think of its were 12.
long-term effects on survivors.
| understand that you lost threeM ATsuBarA: Yes — al-
family members to radiation most 13. | was mobilized
sickness years after the bombto the center of Hiroshima
ing. And for you, in a sense, thecity, less than a mile from
bomb is still exploding. the target. During the war, [\¥%
every student had to, ag
MatsuBara: When | was in you know, work for the
Germany, on my way here, manygovernment. i
people asked about my health. In | was watching the air-
1988 | had to take five monthsplane at that moment, s

Mivoko MATSUBARA’S been dramatically growing in international society. Aolute evils. The existence of nuclear weapons itself
MEessaGe 10 SGI-USA MEMBERS time like this provides us the opportunity to raise onég an immeasurable threat to precious human lives,
again the question, “Are nuclear weapons necessant® said.
n July 1996, the International Court of Justice in the In this respect, Daisaku Ikeda, president of the SGI, Mr. Toda thus singled out the evil spirit which is be-
Hague announced its advisory opinion as followhas said: “’A revolution within the lives of people is théind the desire to possess nuclear weapons. Striving to
“The threat or use of nuclear weapons would generatiply path to the abolition of nuclear weapons. And naradicate this evil in accordance with his mentor’s dec-
be contrary to the rules of international law applicabt®ns should never base their own security and welfdagation, Mr. lkeda continues to speak out and take ac-
in armed conflict, and in particular the principles andn the people of other nations.” tion toward that end.
rules of humanitarian law.” Mr. Ikeda stated further that unless we set the revo-Finally, we have to consider what we ourselves can
In September of the same year, the U.N. General Astion of human life in motion, human beings will nevedo to eliminate nuclear weapons at the level of common
sembly adopted the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty, fnee ourselves from adherence to nuclear weapons. citizens and take action toward the goal of a nuclear
in December, it announced the adoption of a resolutionJosei Toda, second president of the Soka Gakkagapons—free world. So, everyone, please join me in
to conclude the Treaty of the Prohibition of Nucleastated in his Declaration for the Abolition of Nucleabuilding a solidarity of friendship and dedication to the
Weapons. A wave of support for nuclear abolition h&¥eapons that atomic and hydrogen bombs are abeation of a peaceful world. Thank you very mulfin.
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At the end of his speech, ing his brains over how to
Shin’ichiYamamoto made the best teach and communicate
following proposal: “l ask you ® the essence of this ultimate
of the student division to con- gw ”man 61/0 ”lzm Buddhist scripture to the stu-
duct a thorough investigation dents.
into which is superior, He recalled being invited
Nichiren Daishonin’s Bud- By HO GOKU - ILLustraten BY KENICHIRO UCHIDA to sitin on what was President
dhism or other philosophies Toda’s final lecture on the
and systems of thought such a Volume 6, Chapter 5 Lotus Sutra to the student di-

existentialismand Marxism. vision’s Tokyo University

Please do resech that is bold, study group on Sept. 27,
objective and dogma-free, Oun a es 1955. Like the other partici-
comparing these philosophies pants, Shin’ichi had been de-

in terms of which provides a termined to engrave every

complete picture of human  Translation of parts 12-14 of the ‘Young Eagles’ chapter, as printed Beikgo Shimbyrthe single word of his mentor in

life, which offers the funda- Soka Gakkai's daily newspaper. Ho Goku is the pen name of Daisaku |lkeda, who appear n this heart and mind. When the
mental solutionto human suf-  novel as Shin’ichi Yamamoto. The events take place in 1962. lecture was finished, Toda
fering, which best addresse: had said to the whole group:
the realities of daily living, and “In the future, if there is any-

which can be fully verified by thing you don't understand,

fact. having delved fully into either Bud- difficult.” just ask Shin’ichi here. All right?”

“And if through your research youdhism or the then—widely prevalent “Yes...uh,thankyou!”Gorostumbled “Yes!” everyone answered.
conclude that this Buddhism is indeed/arxist philosophy, were unable to asever his words, unable to conceal his sur- “Good,” Toda continued. “Now, the
the greatest of all philosophies and thsert the superiority of the Daishonin’'sprise and reservation. next lecture will be my lastin this series.”
only true means for leading humanityteaching with confidence. “Record of the Orally Transmitted But as it turned out, the next lecture
out of misery and toward happiness, Shin’ichi wanted the students to havdeachings” is a vital collection of thenever took place. That night was effec-
then | ask you to put that conviction intaa strong desire for knowledge. That wasost profound teachings of Nichirertively his final lecture in a two-and-a-
action. Wholeheartedly embracingvhatitmeantto be a student, he believe®aishonin’s Buddhism. Goro was wor-half-year series with the group.
Nichiren Daishonin’s magnificent Without serious inquiry, one cannotied whether the members would be Shin’ichi couldn’t help thinking of
teaching, please become friends and dlilly appreciate the true value of the prinable to follow lectures on such a diffi-Toda’s words on that occasion as his
lies of the people, and devote your livesiples and philosophy of Buddhism. Thesult subject. wish for the future — something he was
to helping those who are suffering findnore one studies and compares the Dai- Noting his expression, Shin’ichi saidcalling on Shin’ichi to fulfill after he was
true fulfillment.” shonin’s teaching with other religionswith a smile: “When you and othersgone. Shin’ichi felt it his mission to carry

Shin’ichi had absolute faith in Bud-and philosophies, the more one becomésrmed the Tokyo University Lotus Sutraon Toda’s work in giving lectures on the
dhism. He knew that if the student divi-aware of its excellence. Study Group and attended lectures on thetus Sutra to the student division mem-
sion members earnestly carried out such Lotus Sutra by President Toda based ders, the next generation of Soka Gakkai
a comparative study of the Daishonin’s The 5th Student Division Generalthe ‘Record of the Orally Transmittedleaders. He believed that his planned lec-
Buddhism and other philosophies, theieeting concluded with a rousing ren-Teachings, you had only just joined theures on the “Record of the Orally Trans-
would eventually come to realize whichdition of the new division song, “Young Soka Gakkai. Don’t worry! The studentmitted Teachings” would serve that pur-
was the superior and most profound. Reformers,” led by Goro Watar, studentlivision leaders today are ahead of whergose.

But many student division members adlivision chief. you were then. They are all members of Toda, who had awakened to the ulti-
that time did not share the same unshak- Stepping down from the stagethe Soka Gakkai Study Departmentmate meaning of the Lotus Sutra while
able faith. In the late 1950s and earlghin’ichi headed toward the audienc&hey’ll do just fine — you'll see. in prison, had lectured on the Lotus Sutra
'60s, many Japanese youth, galvanizeskating area and then exited the hall via “‘Record of the Orally Transmitted based on the “Record of the Orally
by the debate over revisions to thene of the aisles, waving and calling outeachings’represents the quintessend@ansmitted Teachings” and had revital-
U.S.—Japan Security Treaty, had stron@ the members as he went. It was a gesf all systems of thought and philosoized Buddhism as a fundamental philos-
Marxist leanings. Although most studenture expressing his desire to advangghy. It fully elucidates the principles ofophy of life in the modern age. Now,
division members were beginning to recside-by-side with the student divisionNichiren Daishonin’s Buddhism — its Shin’ichi, through his lectures on this
ognize that without a human revolutiormembers toward kosen-rufu. view of life, religion, the cosmos. Thekey Gosho, hoped to reveal the philoso-
or fundamental transformation in peo- The next morning, Gorowenttothankime has now come for the Sokghy of Nichiren Daishonin’s Buddhism
ple’s hearts and minds such as th&hin’ichifor attending the previous day’sGakkai to apply those principles to reas a guiding principle that would shape
brought about through Buddhist practicegeneral meeting. alizing human happiness and prospeg new era.
there could be no true reformation of so- “It was my pleasure,” Shin’ichi said. ity in every realm, including govern- Thetimes called for such a fresh guid-
ciety, many still felt that the road of‘And congratulations! It looks like the ment, business, education, art, literaturieg principle. The escalating Cold War,
human revolution was the long waystudent division has made a fresh startdnd journalism. That is why | want thefueled by the opposing ideologies of East
around. “Yes, | believe so,” agreed Goro.student division leaders to study thend West, had cast a dark pall over hopes

The reactions of the student divisiorfToday, I've come to ask you again aboutRecord of the Orally Transmittedfor human harmony. Though many
members to the frequent student demoiecturing us on the Gosho.” Teachings’and gain a profound underprotested vociferously against nuclear
strations against the proposed treaty re- “Don’t worry, | haven't forgotten,” standing of the matchless philosophyeapons, the great powers raced to in-
vision had been varied. Some had beedhin’ichi assured him. “We’ll start soon.and principles of the Daishonin’s Bud-crease their arsenals. In Japan, the cost of
sympathetic to the demonstrations beHow about the end of August for our firsdhism. its “economic miracle” was just begin-
cause they had friends who participatedecture? Let's aim for one lecture a “From among the student divisionning to be felt in the form of serious en-
though they themselves refused to. Ottmonth, and | think 40 or 50 membersmembers | personally train, | am detervironmental pollution. At the same time,
ers, convinced that social revolution wamen and women, would be a good sizained to foster the Soka Gakkai's sucall aspects of Japanese life — govern-
the first priority, had participated in thefor such a gathering. cessors and great leaders of society.” ment and education particularly — were
demonstrations, including the storming “Universities today are conductinged- Shin’ichi’'s words deeply moved beginning to reveal their defects.
of the Japanese Diet compound on Jungation more and more like a mass prdsoro. Shin’ichi believed the time had come
15, 1960, in which some student divisiomluction assembly line, and we don’t want for the life philosophy of Buddhism, the
members had been injured. that. The group can be made up mainly Goro quickly related to the other stuprinciple of human rights and the ethos

But a newly revised Security Treatyof the student division leaders who havdent division leaders that President Yaof peace, to be transmitted to the world.
was enacted in spite of their efforts, angarticipated in our informal meetingsmamoto planned to lecture to them on th8uch were the thoughts that occupied his
university campuses around Japan weedong with some representatives fromMiRecord of the Orally Transmitted Teachimind as he spent his days studying and

swept with a desolate feeling of futility. Kansai and other areas. ings.” They were overjoyed. Selection otarefully preparing for the lecture series.
This made the time particularly ripe to “As for the Gosho we'll study, let's the lecture series’participants progressed
declare Nichiren Daishonin’s Bud-make it the ‘Record of the Orally Trans-under Goro’s direction. (To be continued)

dhism the pivotal philosophy for real-mitted Teachings.” Seeing that the lec- Shin’ichi, for his part, spared no ef- Raise Your Voice on Behalf of Hu-
izing positive social change. But mostures will be for the student division, Ifortin preparing for the lectures. He ponmanity
of the student division members, nofeel we should study something a littledered long and deeply each night, rack-
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APPLYING
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WRITINGS TO
DAILY LIFE

SIGN
POSTS

‘Grown-up’
Appreciation

SGI-USA YOUTH DIVISION STUDY COMMITTEE

With regard to the debt of
gratitude owed to one’s
parents...it would be difficult to
say to which parent one is the
more indebted. But it is
particularly difficult to repay the
great kindness of one’s mother.
(The Major Writings of Nichiren
Daishonin, vol. 6, p. 251)

pick up the Gosho periodically to

inspire myselfto keep studying and
recently came upon this letter. After
reading it through once, | went bac
and read it again and highlighted
many points. | got excited about it and
shared some of the points with m
friend, who also got interested.

Nichiren Daishonin is respond-
ing to a letter from Sennichi-ama.
Abutsu-bo’s wife. He expresses
that only the Lotus Sutra declares
thatwomen can be enlightened. He

THoucHTs oN Nov. 18

What It Means To Be a Buddhist

By TERRY ELLIS

CONTRIBUTING EDITOR

Photo by KIRK CONDYLES

cuts, and there is no
person who can guar-
antee that enlighten-
snatched myself a morning walk orment. As a leader in
the beach the other day — a retredhe SGI-USA, | said
from my usually hectic morning to Linda, | always re-
routine. It was a perfect day, callingmind myself of that ?
me to do the one thing that always getct. But people also ,..;H :
left out (exercise). No excuses today: Theave to be ready to ==
Florida sun had mellowed, and a pleasiear it and take re-
ant breeze was blowing in off the At-sponsibility for their
lantic. Thirty minutes for me, alone withlives.
the ocean. There beside the
Or so | thought. Linda was headingbcean, | remembered
down to the sand at the same time, aridwas almost seven
our pace eventually brought us alongsidgears since | first re-
each other. She made some friendlglized | had joined a
opening conversation, and soon we wereligion with a cor-
getting to know each other. rupt priesthood. ME
Buddhism came out quickly and quite— a person who had
naturally as a topic of discussion relatedcorned religion for just that reason, butad to awaken to the Law through prac-
to keeping both physically and spirituallywho had set aside reason because | li&ce and study.
healthy. Turns out she had been intrdieved | had f ound a true religion, one The history of the priests who fol-
duced to Buddhism more than 25 yearhat would prevent such a thing fromowed Nichiren both while he lived and
ago and still chants sometimes becausappening. after he died shows that some under-
she recognizes daimoku as a “strong cen- My reasoning was too simplistic. Andstood this principle and some did not.
tering force.” looking back now, | see that | too easilyt's thus clear to me why it was
As our journey down the beach prodaid aside responsibility for my life by be-Tsunesaburo Makiguchi — a teacher
gressed so did our discussion, more arigving in a special or secret “heritage otoncerned about the happiness of his
more frankly. By the time we turnedthe Law” that could only be passed dowstudents — who brought Buddhism
back, she was telling me what turned heamong priests. In a sense, | let down mlyack to life in this century. At that time
off about the old SGI-USA organizationguard and turned my life over to someef war, Nichiren Shoshu priests lacked
— that community of believers throughone else. the courage and conviction necessary to

also says that because he was bagrnwhich she had been introduced to Bud- Since 1990, as | have studied Budprotect Buddhism from military author-

a human being and encountered t
Lotus Sutra, he is indebted to hi
parents. | was so moved by this.
Nichiren Daishonin writes: “If, in
desiring to repay it [one’s debt o
gratitude], one seeks to do so b
following the outer scriptures..., h
will be able to provide for his
mother in this life, but he cannot as-
sist her in the life to come. Al-
though he may provide for he
physically, he will be unable to sav:
her spiritually” (MW-6, 251).

Now that | am a “grownup,” | can
truly appreciate my mother for shar
ing with me this Buddhism. Even
though | went through the regulal
process of not wanting to practice or
thinking how embarrassing it was fo
me to be a Buddhist, having to belon
to an organization and -what? —
introduce others, | have realize
through study and actual proof ho
fortunate | am to have encountere
all this. Although | try to support my
mother as much as | can physicall
and materially, | realize that my con
tribution to her eternal well-being all
comes from my prayer of apprecia-
tion for her. Knowing my mother
very well, for she is my best friend, |
know all she wants for me is to fur-
ther my development and solidify
my commitment to this practice.
Through doing this for myself, | am
in turn repaying my debt of gratitude
to her every day. W]

e dhism. To her eyes, it appeared hieragthism with a new passion, | have realities who demanded obedience to a na-

chical. People seemed almost co-depeized that | should not have been suttionalistic religion.
dent in their relationship to the leadersprised by what has happened in recent | realize that even the SGI, especially
she said. And there seemed to be little révistory. After all, going back at leastas it grows into a larger religious orga-
spect for the life-experience of peopl®,000 years, it was monks who denization, isn’'t immune to corruption.
new to the philosophy; what they had tstroyed Buddhism in India. After For instance, given the personal great-
offer in the way of wisdom. Shakyamuni’s death, those who had lefiess of someone like SGI President
| acknowledged all that. So we talkedheir homes to follow him at first built Ikeda, it's easy to think those who are
about how difficult it is to create a reli-stupas to hold his ashes in and contlosest to him are the most enlightened.
gious organization which, while trying tomemorate his life. But within 500 yearsBut President Ikeda’s greatness comes
share its point of view, doesn't fall backhey were carving and painting Buddha&om his intense struggle to fuse his life
on the use of authority or position. | alsghat looked an awful lot like themselveswith the Law — just as did the greatness
was glad to explain to her that for the laqit's no wonder that the most famou®f all Buddhists in history. If Shakya-
seven years, the SGI has been struggliuddhist in India after Shakyamuni wasnuni and T’ien-t'ai and Nichiren could-
to establish for itself an identity separata lay leader, King Ashoka. He unitech’'t guarantee enlightenment to anyone,
from the extremely hierarchical priestindia and ruled peacefully using Budwouldn’t we be foolish to think our age
hood, that we're on the path of buildingdhist ideals — and protecting the reliis any different?
an organization free of those influencegious freedom of all people.) Just stopping at this, with all the facts
After all, as | explained to her, Like Shakyamuni before him, theof history in clear view, | ask myself why
Shakyamuni, the historical Buddhagreat Buddhist teacher in China, T'ienwe're trying to build an organization at all.
from the beginning cautioned people td'ai, was born into the secular world. HeWVhy have Buddhists throughout history
follow the Law, not the person. Everentered a Buddhist temple at the age @bntinued to build communities of faith
Hollywood shed light on this principle 18 to study soon after his parents died. H#espite the obvious pitfalls?
recently in the movieSeven Years inis said to have reached enlightenment at When my life-condition is high, | can
Tibet At one turning point, we hear theage 23 by studying the 23rd chapter of thieel the answer clearly in that image
youthful Dalai Lama caution his Euro-Lotus Sutra. T'ien-t'ai’s teachings spreadrom the Lotus Sutra of jewels inter-
pean friend not to follow him, to follow to Japan, through priests like Dengyawined in a web, reflecting and magni-
the Law. But for all practical purposeshut his followers in China soon distortedying one another’s beauty. And | don't
the rituals surrounding Buddhism, evetthe teachings. In Japan, too, Buddhidtave to worry that I'll be sucked in and
in this movie, seem to communicate ¢éeachings became a tool associated withade insignificant. | feel this web grow-
different message. feudal power, and the spirit of Buddhisning to fill the entire universe and catch a
People keep seeing Buddhists prayingas lost until Nichiren Daishonin’s ap-glimpse of the wisdom of all Buddhas —
and following something outside them-pearance in 1222. that life itself is a joy. When my life-con-
selves. And Buddhists themselves have Understanding the history of Bud-ditionisn’t so high, | feel like being alone
made the same mistake. But the fact rethism, Nichiren wisely inscribed thewith the Law, as | did when | went for
mains that from the time of ShakyamunDai-Gohonzon and told his followersthat walk by the ocean. That's when
to the present age, Buddhism has alwayisat while this was the object of venersomeone usually comes along to reach
been a struggle by individuals to awakeation — the heart of his teachings — ibut to me, and remind me what it means
the Law in their lives. There are no shortexisted in faith alone. Each person stillo be a Buddhist. W]
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“The meeting of Man in this inner door is shut” (from Tagore’s “Gi- hope. In the power and passion
chamber [of the spirit] is the truetanjali”). In my travels around the of India’s courageous young
meeting. For many days manyworld, the conviction that Tagorepeople, who are imbued with a
signs have appeared that the cadixpressed so poetically is neveprofound philosophy, | see a
has come to the Bengalis to opefar from my heart. limitlessly brilliant future.
the door to this meeting” (from The second principle of Rabindranath Tagore's 80
Stephen N. Hey'asian Ideas of peace Tagore teaches us mightears of life were marked by
East and West: Tagore and Hisbe expressed thus: Raise youteaseless struggle, as he exerted
Criticsin Japan, China and India) voice on behalf of humanity!  his every last measure of mental
Further, | share this greatjoy Asiswell known, Tagore wasand physical energy to educate
and honor with my beloved fel- one of the first to warn the world and foster youth, to awaken the
low members of Bharat Sokaof the growing threat of Japan-common people, to realize the
Gakkai and all our friends of ese militarism. Most regrettably,creative fusion of the civiliza-
the SGIin 128 countries world-however, the intellectual and re-tions of East and West, and to re-
wide, who join us in offering ligious leaders of Japan, whoalize harmony between human
their wholehearted felicitations should have been the first to rebeings and nature. As he wrote
on the auspicious 50th anniverspond to his call, were silencedn Wings of Death
sary of Indian independence. by their cowardice. Silence was
My youth was passed in thereprehensible enough; yetmany All that | had to give,
company of the poetry of Ra-acquiesced and lent their sup- | have given utterly.
bindranath Tagore, his magnifi-port to the ultra-nationalists.
centsongs in praise of life’sinef-  This was the setting against | believe that these words —
fable mysteries. In the chaoticwhich the first and second presi-unhestitating, unrestrained — are
years following Japan’s defeat indents of the Soka Gakkai,asong ofultimate triumphinlife.
World War 11, | sought out his Tsunesaburo Makiguchiand Josei | am likewise determined, so
works in used bookstores, readJoda, put their lives on the line bylong as | live, to work, together
ing, reciting, committing passageraising their voices for peace.  with our distinguished friends
upon passage to memory. They “Man’s history is waiting in gathered here today as represen-
were for me an inexhaustiblepatience for the triumph of thetatives of India’s finest intellects,
source of spiritual nourishment. insulted man” (from Tagore’s to create value in the form of cul-
Tagore was indeed a renaisStray Bird3. | am particularly ture, education and peace.
sance master who towers alongfond of these words from Tagore. | will continue to burn with
side the likes of Leonardo da To ensure a lasting victorythe flame of passionate commit-
Vinci and Johann Wolfgang vonover barbarian violence, wement. For this is the only means
Goethe. He is Asia’s pride, themust forge solidarity among theby which | can respond to the
world’s treasure. The warm vis-world’s peoples — we must en-great honor and responsibility
age of his later years, in particu-able the voices that speak for huef being recipient of the first
lar, radiates the sainted life-statenanity’s interest to resound farTagore Peace Award.
of one who has surmounted in-and wide. As Tagore puts it in | offer my heartfelt prayers
numerable obstacles and trials.one of his most moving poemsfor the continued flourishing of
SGI President lkeda gave the |again express my sincere grat- It is impossible to ascertain(from The Herald of Spring: the Asiatic Society, as you con-
following speech during the itude. the full measure of the messag®oems From Mohua) tinue to illuminate humanity
presentation of the 1997 Respected Vice Presidentand meaning of this august vi- into the 21st century with the
Tagore Peace Award from Bhattacharji, respected Vicesionary of peace. If one were, great light of spirituality.
India’s Asiatic Society, at the President Banerjee, respectetiowever, to attempt to distill just In closing, I'll recite this pas-
Nehru Memorial Museum and General Secretary De, respectethree principles from that great sage from Tagore’s poem “Gi-
Library in New Delhi, India,  Council Member Chowdhury, life, the first would no doubtbe:  Finally, the third lesson for tanjali,” which | understand was
Oct. 23. esteemed professors and scholFake action! Go out to meet peopeaceful action taught us bydeeply loved by Jawaharlal
ars of the Asiatic Society, re-ple, forging bonds of friendship Tagore is: Plant the seeds ofNehru, many of whose coura-
amasté First, please spected Director Kumar of thewith them! peace in the hearts of the younggeous endeavors in building a
allow me to express Nehru Memorial Museum and Throughout a period marred Tagore’s fatherly compassionnation were conducted in this
my heartfelt gratitude Library, ladies and gentlemen: by two world wars, Tagore em-also found expression in his envery place.
for this solemn and Itis aninexpressible honor tobarked on travels for peace thatleavors as an educator, as the
splendid ceremony. | will never, receive the first Tagore Peacdorged connections with peoplefounder of a university. It was
for all eternity, forget this sublime Award of the Asiatic Society, the throughout world, demonstrat-his custom, upon returning from
and powerfully moving event.  source of illumination for India’s ing that the power of the spiritishis travels, to share with the stu-

Raise Your Voice

on Behalf of Humanity
. B i

Rabindranath Tagore

The glory of the sun
Shines in the valour of man.

Where the mind is without
fear and the head is held
high;

Just now, we enjoyed a songenaissance and a lofty spirituareater even than the conflicts oflents stories of the people of
that set to music the poetry of Rapalace of humanity. the mundane realm. character and justice he had met,
bindranath Tagore. This melody, |am particularly honoredto Long ago, Gautama Buddhaordinary citizens who had in-
this song of profound gravity andbe conferred an award bearingirged his disciples to travel tospired his affection. In this way,
subtlety, dignified and beautiful, the name of this great poet oheighboring countries in all he sought to inculcate a sense of
seemed to come from the heavpeace and son of the timeles$our directions in order to bring the unity of humankind in these
ens beyond, from the very depthsand of Bengal, and from yourhappiness to vast numbers ofoung lives.
of the soul. society whose noble endeavorpeople. It was Rabindranath As one who has also founded

As | listened, | was takenover the past two centuriesTagore who put this ancientan education system thatincludes
with a vision of an extraordi- have shared the cultural hercosmopolitan spirit into prac- high schools and a university, |
nary poet, a man of greatnesstage of India, the great land oftice in the midst of a war-torn fully appreciate the powerful sen-
traveling across desolate fieldspirituality, with the entire 20th century. timents that moved Tagore. The
for the sake of humankind. Atworld. The first time | traveled to focus of all our efforts must be the
times, he is litby the light ofthe My heartfelt gratitude to all Calcutta, home to Tagore andeducation of youth.
moon, at times bathed in sweathe members of this distin-the Asiatic Society, was during Yesterday, | had the privilege
beneath a brilliant sun. | pictureguished gathering who camemy first visit to India in 1961, of meeting with President
him walking, solitary and dig- today, despite the many de+the centennial of Tagore’s birth.Narayanan and sharing thoughts
nified, by the edge of the oceanmands on your time, inthe open-  As he stated, when one awaken the future of India, 60 percent
on a mountain peak...such wereninded spirit of friendship that ens to the eternal life that is sharedf whose population can be con-
the images conjured in my hearRabindranath Tagore so poetiin common by all humankind, sidered youth. As a land of great
by this moving song, for which cally describes in this passage‘then alien there is none, then ng/outh, India is a land of great

Where knowledge is free;

Where the world has not
been broken up into
fragments by narrow
domestic walls;

Where words come out from
the depth of truth;

Where tireless striving
stretches its arms
towards perfection;

Where the clear stream of
reason has not lost its
way into the dreary desert
sand of dead habit;

Where the mind is led
forward by thee into
ever-widening thought
and action —

Into that heaven of freedom,
my Father, let my

country awake. W}
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A late afternoon
hilltop view
overlooking the
Carambola Hotel
Resort with the
Caribbean Sea in
the background.

By JONATHAN WILSON

PHILADELPHIA PHOTOGRAPHER

n the early fall, | was asked
by theSeikyo Shimburhe
Soka Gakkai’s daily news- |
paper, to travel to the|®

Caribbean on a photo assngn
ment. | noticed a passenger oh#
my flight pecking away at her &

\

Powerbook. Being compulsive:

about my work — and life in

general — | wished | had @

brought my laptop along.

Robert Luke, the St. Croix [l

young men’s division chief, met
me at the airport. Nonplused, |
watched as he walked over td
the young woman and, in a tota
deadpan, said that laptops wer
not permitted on the island be
cause they prevented peopl¢
from relaxing. It brought broad
smiles. This way my first intro-
duction to Caribbean culture.

Robert is a comedian, the co
host of the Virgin Islands’ top-
rated morning radio show, “The
Breakfast Flakes.” While | was
anxious about my pictures and
wanted to go directly to Dr. Cora
Christian’s office (Cora is a
physician and head of the SG
organization in St. Croix),
Robert had other plans: | was

W

2

Z )

taken directly to the beach! Ah,Valerie Giterson addresses members at a chapter meeting on St. Maarten.

Caribbean culture.

St. Croix is a thriving organi-
zation with a contingent of
young people who, like Robert,
embrace the organization ang
practice so naturally that the SG

appears to be an island institur

tion rather than a new arrival.
Several days later | arrived in

St. Maarten to photograph Va-issmy

lerie and Humphrey Giterson,

the Caribbean Headquarters

leaders as well as the island’s
chapter leaders. The island ha|
two sides, Dutch and French, ye|
it was clear that the members
from each side of the island in-
teract seamlessly.

| was struck anew by the uni-|
versality of this practice, how all
our prayers are so similar. Ou
hearts share the same desires
the growth and happiness of ou
members and for SGI Presiden

Photos by Jonathan Wilson

f

Ikeda to visit at the earliest posPhysician and SGI leader Cora Christian examines a patient in her office in

sible date! I

Frederiksted, St. Croix.

Comedian and morning show host Robert Luke carries on during a bit on
the Isle 95 morning show, ‘The Breakfast Flakes. The show is the top-rated
morning radio show in the eastern Caribbean. Newscaster Tony Williams is
in the background.
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EXPERIENCE

JERI LovE, PasabenNaA, CALIF.

Never Concede Defeat

Writings of Nichiren Daisho- guidance from SGI President
Ikeda, which appeared in thg
February 199&eikyo Times

began suffering from
chronic depression in
1971, right after my high
school graduation, when In 1991, three years after re-
my only sibling was killed in ceiving the Gohonzon, | re-
an accident in Africa. turned to school full-time to
| developed tremendous guiltstudy play writing. | began my
about being alive, because | bejourney of sobriety the next day.
lieved that my older sister was d have been sober for more than
much better person than |. Abussix years and eleven months.
ing alcohol and illegal drugswas  Two years into my sobriety,
how | coped. my husband and | separated, and
Eventually, | was so tor- | finally came face to face with
mented by this guilt that | the chronic depression that my
dropped out of college for a timealcohol, drug abuse and co-de-

nin, vol. 1, p. 5)

Being born as a common mortal
is the karma we have taken on s
that we may demonstrate th¢g
power of the Mystic Law. For that
reason, itis inconceivable that we
cannot overcome any of the prob
lems that confront us. We are all
leading players who have take
our place here in this trouble-
filled sahaworld in order to act
out the drama of kosen-rufu.

and attempted suicide. It tookpendency had been masking for
me seven years after graduatingears. My leader encouraged me: It was a lightning bolt that Jeri Love
from high school to receive aChant to be happy, to overcomevoke up my life. | made a de-
bachelor’s degree in journalism.your emotional suffering and totermination to overcome my de-and | was excited. Next, | in- suffered — were also on the list.
| became a quiet, trustworthycreate value at your job, so thapression, so that | could provecreased and regulated my exer-began to cry and immediately
workaholic, who was profes- you can achieve your mission. the validity of the Law and get cise program, and another layesaid Nam-myoho-renge-kyo
sionally very successful. But | had to drop out of school toon with my mission. of fog lifted. Then, | gave up all three times with appreciation.
after hours, | was a wild andreturn to work in public rela-  Within a month, | found a caffeine products. I've been negligent about tak-
crazy drunk and a drug addicttions. | was also a women'’s di-wonderful, deeply compassion- Itfeltlike a breakthrough, but ing care of myself in the past, so
This lasted for 16 years. vision district chief. With ate and caring therapist. Inone of the results were longd made a determination in front
My life hit rock bottom in daimoku and determination, Ichanted daimoku to have a lifedasting, and the darkness, alof the Gohonzon to follow the
early 1987, while | was living in developed a reputation for beingo-life connection with her, sothough not as thick as beforenutritionist’s directions and ex-
New York. During an argumentan accessible, helpful and comthat | could learn what | neededkept returning. | continued to ercise daily, no matter what.
with a man | was dating, hepassionate manager and leadeto know to overcome my suffer-chant for total victory. Every obstacle in the world
pointed a gun at my head. Terri- A new job brought me to Los ing. | also made a determination | accomplished important challenged me on that determi-
fied as | watched my life flash be-Angeles in May 1994. However, Ito be active in my district and milestonesin my life. | left my job nation, and in less than one
fore my eyes, | made a deal witthegan to regret leaving New York.reach out to the members within May, and | am now writing full- week, | failed to follow an im-
the universe: If | survive this, | As my workload intensified, my whom | was practicing. time again. And in July, my for- portant instruction — to eat reg-
thought, | will change my life for- depression deepened. Although | mer husband and | had a heart-taslarly. The crash | felt was hor-
ever. He pulled the trigger. did morning and evening gongyo T he next nine months were eheart dialogue for the firsttime inrible. | had a raging, blinding
And the gun jammed. every day, because of increasingl roller coaster ride betweenthree years. migraine until the next day.
Avyear later, | was introducedjob responsibilities and worsen-the worlds of Hell and Realiza- The depression, now manage- But by the end of the same
to the Gohonzon. Six monthsing depression, my daimoku andion. | dealt with new flashbacksable, was still getting in the wayweek, | also had the break-
after that, my sponsor becameparticipation in SGI activities be- of childhood sexual abuse that bf my creative work. | was hav-through for which | had been
my husband. came inconsistent. had buried deep within my sub-ing a hard time focusing; | waschanting! For one day, my de-
As | started chanting Nam-  In September 1995, my father-conscious; | agreed to my huslistless and felt a lot of anxiety. pression totally, completely and
myoho-renge-kyo, | could seein-law, Herb Graves, died. He hacband’s request that we divorce Earlier this year, | participated positively lifted. | am still trying
things | needed and wanted tanore thanfilled the gap left by theand took responsibility for filing in chanting sessions at my leader'to find the words to describe the
change. And as | chanted andleath of my father the year beforéhe papers; and | successfullnome every morning for two deep, spontaneous and total joy
participated in kosen-rufu activ-we met. Herb was also my firstnavigated several crises at workweeks. After one session, a memkfelt when | realized | wasn't de-
ities, | developed the motivationdistrict chief. After his death, | Through it all, | kept chanting. ber shared with me some guidpressed. For the first time in a
to change them. It was to be deganthe worsttailspinof mylife. And after overcoming eachance she had received from SGVery long time, | reallywanted
journey of change that would It hurt to talk to people aboutobstacle, a new spark of lightWomen’s Division Chief Yumiko to be alive! That night, | chanted
last nine years. anything other than work, let aloneappeared. Although the veil ofHachiya: “No matter how impos- daimoku with MUCH apprecia-
Despite my professional suc-about my suffering. | spent mostdepression remained, | wassible your reality may appear, yoution for my breakthrough, and |
cess, | lacked self-esteem andf my weekends in endless cryingnore hopeful that a total break-must never concede defeat.”  re-determined that | would have
belief in my abilities. The more binges, rarely answering my telethrough was not only possible The next morning, | re-deter-both the life-condition and the
| chanted, however, the more Iphone at night. | stopped returningout imminent. mined that | was going to breakcourage to continue to be victo-
began to believe in my poten-the calls of people who left mes- On New Year’s Day 1997, | through my depression by the endious every day in the fight to
tial. | began taking classes thasages. | also didn’topen any of mymade three determinations: taf 1997, and | placed that “neverfeel good and be healthy.
re-ignited a smoldering dreammail, letting birthday and holiday overcome my depression once&oncede defeat” guidance on my My heartis overflowing with
to be a creative writer. In addi-cards accumulate for two years. and for all; to leave my job andaltar. Two weeks after the chantgratitude and appreciation for
tion, | realized | wanted to live  Even though | had money ingo back to being a full-time ing sessions ended, | got very illPresident Ikeda. Because of his
without the crutch of alcohol or the bank, my bills were alwayswriter; and to re-establish aThe diagnosis was hypoglycemiaexample, | am determined to be
drugs. As Nichiren Daishonin delinquent. | gained weight andfriendship with my former hus- | read everything | could geta writer and teacher whose work
says in the Gosho “On Attainingdeveloped a myriad of healthband, with whom I hadn’t talked my hands on about this incurablenot only pays tribute to the sanc-
Buddhahood™: problems. Worse, my desire tan nearly a year. but manageable disease. Alstity of all life but also stands as
commit suicide returned, and | | launched a daimoku cam-known as low blood sugar, hypo-a testament to the potential and
Even a tarnished mirror will wrestled with those demons on gaign and increased my kosenglycemia is the opposite of dia-power of the human spirit.
shine like a jewel if it is pol- daily basis. | realize now that myrufu activities. | went on home betes. In a book titledhe Low | encourage all of you today to
ished. A mind which presently life had absolute protection fromvisits with my leaders. | also readBlood Sugar Handbodka listof stand up and do battle with the
is clouded by illusions origi- the Buddhist gods during that pe-everything | could find about de-60 symptoms related to hypo-karma that you, as Bodhisattvas
nating from the innate dark- riod, and | have so much apprecipression and natural remedies. glycemia. The wordlepression of the Earth, have chosen. Chant
ness of life is like a tarnishedation for surviving that world of | changed my diet, cutting outjumped out at me as if it weredaimoku. Study and follow Pres-
mirror. But once it is polished, Hell while remaining steadfast towheat products and taking supeflashing neon. Alcoholism, lack of ident Ikeda’s guidance. Read the
it will become clear, reflecting my determination to stay sober. blue-green algae. That was thdéocus, allergies, backache andsosho. Take action.
the enlightenment of im-  The turning point for me first time the physical manifes- muscle pain, anxiety and digestive And most important: Never,
mutable truth. The Major came when | read the followingtations of my depression abatedproblems — all conditions | have never, ever concede defealli
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if we look at history we see
DISCUSSIONS ONYOUTH trends, probabilities in human
actions.

The study of history, then, is
the study of humanity. Although

Knowing History, Knowing Yourself &

to use history as a mirror to
photo by ik conovies — uide Us in shaping the future.
You are the protagonists who
will write a fresh history.

Without a mirror, it's im-
possible for you to see your
own face or full appearance.
Similarly, armed with the mir-
ror of history, you can see what
needs to be done. It's interest-
418 7 ing, by the way, that many
g ¥ g 4 it Japanese works of history have

. ’ been called mirrors — for ex-
ample, Okagami(Great Mir-
ror), Imakagami(Mirror of the
Present) Mizukagami (Water
Mirror) andMasukagam(Clear
Mirror) [these are from the
11th—14th centuries].

Mr. Toda stressed the impor-
tance of history. He said it is a
signpost helping us move with
greater certainty from the past to
the present, from the present to
the future, toward the goals of
peace and the harmonious co-
existence of all humankind.

There is so much recorded
history now that one person can-

—

T

a = iy M e vl »

i : ] e N e, ) = not absorb it all. That is why it
‘Imagine yourself looking down from a high mountain. From an elevated vantage point, it is easy to pick out the road on which to proceed. History helps is necessary to have a firm his-
us see the direction in which our age is heading, how we can steer the times in the best direction. torical perspective, an under-

standing of basic historical prin-
This is the 14th installment of something big by which to ori-  Nor 3,000 years assay, — history is played out inside ciples, even if we can’t know
a series of discussions on ent ourselves, we can make Inexperienced stays the human mind. every single fact and detail. If we
youth among SGI President  sure we are heading in the right benighted, Watching this drama unfold are aware, through our knowl-
Ikeda and Soka Gakkai high direction. Let him live from day to in our minds, we naturally learnedge of history, of humanity’s
school division chiefs Another way of thinking of it day. to see life from an expansivenegative tendencies, we can be
Hidenobu Kimura (young is to imagine yourself looking point of view. We can see our-on the lookout for them and
men'’s chief) and Kazue Igeta down from a high mountain. That's why | want to say: selves riding the crest of theavoid a repetition of our dark,
(young women’s chief), From an elevated vantage pointPon't get tied up in knots over grand river of history. We seedestructive history. Repeating
representing the high school itis easy to pick out the road onunimportant things. The morewhere we have come from,history’s abominations signals a
division members. which to proceed. problems you have, the morewhere we are, and where we'rdailure to learn the lessons that

The same is true of life. If you you should read history books going. history teaches.

KiMuRra : Today’s theme is his- always have a shallow perspecStudying history takes you History is our roots. Those
tory. There are some who love tdive and only pay attention to triv- back to the events and lives yowho have studied history inlGeTa: Itis certainly true that if
study history, who find it en- ial things, you are sure to getare reading about. You meetepth have become aware oéll you focus onis nhames, events
grossing. Then there are otherbogged down in petty worries andpassionate revolutionaries andheir origins, their heritage. and dates, history loses much of
who dislike it, finding history concerns, and notbe abletomovbase traitors. You encounteiKnowing history is knowing its interest.
classes boring because of théorward. Even relatively minor vainglorious tyrants and tragiconeself. At the same time, the
emphasis on memorizing longhurdles or problems will seemin-heroes. You come to know peobetter one knows oneself andkebA: Itis important to master
lists of facts and dates. surmountable. But if you look atple who sought only to leadhuman nature, the more accuthe basics of history, of course,
life from a broad viewpoint, you peaceful lives but were forcedrate picture one gets of historybut it is more important to use it
IceTA: Alot of students are crit- will naturally spot the solution for to wander through the wilder- This is how we acquire an in-to acquire the ability to see the
ical of their history classes.any problemyou confront. Thisisness. You experience the briefight into history. truth. Napoleon described his-
There are a few teachersfrue when we consider our permoments of peace between tory as an agreed-upon story.
though, who give vivid, inspir- sonal problems as well as those afeemingly endless stretches oKiMura : Some say history re- That is true in some respects —
ing accounts of various histori-society and even the future of thavar, like sweet shade from thepeats itself. Others say it doesn’tthe history that is recorded and

cal episodes or use audiovisuaéntire world. burning sun. Which do you think is true? passed on does not always accu-
presentations to try to make his- The second Soka Gakkai You see large numbers of rately transmit the truth. Of
tory come alive. president, Josei Toda, alwaygeople sacrificed for what welkeba: History is a record of course, we know the dates on

said that leaders should studyow know was foolish supersti-human probability, human causevhich certain events took place.
Kimura : What can we gain and read history books. Historytion, as well as men and womerand effect, and the science of am not talking about such unar-
from studying history? helps us see the direction irof principle who gave their lives human activity. We might call it guable facts and details. But the
which our age is heading, howfor the love of their fellows. You the statistics of the human racehistorical conclusions based on
IKEDA: One important thing is we can steer the times in the begheet great people who pulled Forinstance, though we can’'tthose dates are not so reliable. At
a broader point of view. If direction. The German poetthemselves up from the depthpredict the weather with com-times, the exact opposite of the

we're always looking at the Goethe wrote: of suffering to make the impos-plete accuracy, we can forecastruth becomes the recorded his-
ground when we walk down the sible possible. You watch thisweather trends based on statigerical opinion. And far more im-
street, we're likely to get lost. He who cannot be far- unfolding drama from a dis- tics, on probability. The human

But by looking up, choosing sighted, tance, or view it as in its midstheart is also unpredictable, but  prease see HISTORY, NEXT PAGE



12
NoveEMBER 28, 1997 ¢« VWRLD TRIBUNE D IALO GUE

Photo by MISA CRYSTALL

HISTORY, FROM PREVIOUS PAGE the way in which its combined
. . . - _ i . facts represent reality, the per-
portant truths are not recorded o Depending upon which side you are on, the information could be in- spective of its historian. We need

transmitted at all. . . R R to be aware of this.

terpreted in contrasting ways. Both images may he true as images, In reading a work of history,
Kimura : That reminds me of a P - = = ou must cultivate your histori-
passage imA Youthful Diary hut where the truth actually lies is an entirely different question.’ Za| sense by aMai,'s remaining
“History in books is full of er- critically aware, by searching

rors,” you wrote. “But in one’s
own history, the history written
only in one’s heart, one canno
record a single falsehood or em
bellish anything” (June 15,
1950).

for the truth. Sometimes you
will agree with the writer, some-
times you won'’t. There is no
simple method to achieve this
sense of history.

The only way is to study
many things, think about many
things, and experience many
things. And it is crucial to re-
main objective. You must always
seek the facts, the truth, without
succumbing to your personal bi-
ases or self-interest. Never ac-
cept a lie.

IkepA: History is never defini-
tive. It can be interpreted in
many different ways, which is
why we mustn’t swallow every-
thing that is written in history
books.

For example, let’s look at the
Crusades launched by Wester(s The way in which World War
Christians against Muslim pow- . .- Il is presented has long been a
ers during the Middle Ages. Eu- problem in Japan. Whatever
ropean and Islamic accounts otomed them with openarmsand One’s view of history is cru- |ceta: Someone watching thatshameful acts took place, it is
the Crusades have almost nothhelped them, the European in<ial. Chancellor Wang Gungwuimage could decide it is a riot. extremely important for the
ing in common! And most of the vaders repaid them with betrayabf the University of Hong Kong Japanese people and the world
world history we study in Japanand violence. What can we sayspelled it out clearly: “When |kepa: Depending upon which that the truth be recorded and
derives from European ac-about this historical truth? Theleaders have a mistaken view ofide you are on, the informationpassed on. That period may be a
counts. Though it's natural if view that Columbus discoveredhistory, many decisively nega-could be interpreted in contrastsingle frame in the long reel of
you think about it, Islamic his- America legitimizes the “dis- tive influences result, and theying ways. Both images may behuman history, but our view of
tory books don't even use thecoverers.” At the same time, itin turn push society in an evertrue as images, but where théistory will be distorted unless

heroic-sounding terrerusaders legitimizes similar actions by more mistaken direction.” truth actually lies is an entirely the truth is recorded. Not only
to describe the aggressors whothers. Within the wordiscov- different question. Even the factthat: Falsified orincomplete his-
invaded their lands. ery, we can detect a self-right-lceta: Columbus didn't dis- that a demonstration occurredory causes future misfortune.

In fact, at the time, Islamic eous historical view, a view of cover anything, then. The peocannot be understood without Creating a true historical
civilization was far more ad- humanity that justifies the sub-ple of Europe and the Ameri-knowing why it took place, why record is creating the road to
vanced than that of Europe. Thgugation of other peoples incas simply met one anotherjt may have been suppressedieace and happiness for all hu-
crusaders invaded Islamicone’s own interests. that's all. Knowing this background is es-manity. History must not be
states, looting and pillaging, Perhaps we can call this the sential in knowing the truth of warped and distorted. Fabri-
leaving a trail of destruction. At colonial viewpoint. This gave Ikepa: Yes. A view of history the event. cated history is no more than fic-
least that is how Muslims see itbirth to tragedies the world overbased on the idea of encounters tion. Hiding unpleasant things
Islamic histories record the hor— not only in North and South is one in which all parties areKimura : We live in what we and only recording favorable
rible atrocities that the crusaderfAmerica but in Africa and Asia equal. At the very least, it showscall the information age, butachievements isn’t history —
committed. as well — for 500 years. This isrespect for one another. The rethough enormous quantities ofit's no more than a forged re-

The true history of the Cru- why one’s view of history is im- ality in this case, however, wasinformation are available, | sumé. History must be recorded
sades is not simply a matter oportant. From a history of “dis- that the Europeans invaded théhink its quality is often ques- objectively and accurately,

the past, either. A strong prej-covery” comes a future of sub-Americas. tionable. Does the informationbased on formal evidence and
udice against Islamic civiliza- jugation. It leads to misery and come from the side of the peo-eliable firsthand witnesses.
tion persists today, casting aragedy. KIMURA : So a single historical ple or the side of the authorities?

dark shadow over our chances This colonial view of history event can take on opposingn far too many cases, the intentceTa: In the former West Ger-
for world peace. Itis a problemlay behind Japan’s invasion ofmeanings depending upon hovbehind the information is only to many, it was recommended that
of today. It is a problem of the Asia as well. From the Meiji pe- it is interpreted or explained. make money or create scandal60 classroom hours be devoted
future. riod, beginning in 1868, we to the study of the Nazi period,
Another example: In the past,Japanese were intent on catcHkepa: Not only historical Ikepa: Which only reinforces and visits to the concentration
it was widely taught that Christo-ing up with Europe and aimed atevents but current events as welimy point about how difficult it camps were also strongly rec-
pher Columbus discovered thebecoming the Europeans ofThey all take on completely dif- is to learn the full truth aboutommended. In this, we can
Americas. But people were al-Asia. We treated our fellow ferent meanings depending upoipast events. The history bookslearly perceive the German
ready living there long before. It Asians in the same way that thénow they are viewed, what theare written by the victors, theypeople’s sincere determination
was a discovery from the Euro-Europeans treated the indigeviewer's agenda is. say. Might makes right — theto honestly face and learn from
pean perspective, but not frormous peoples of America after For example, let's say thatlosers are portrayed as evil, asheir past mistakes.
that of the Native Americans. Columbus’ arrival. We becamethere is a demonstration in avrong. We must always be
The problem is that the con-subservient and fawning tocertain country. The police tryaware of this. And we mustlkeba: | once metthe first pres-
cept of discovery inherently de-white people, and arrogant ando stop it, and there is a fracasleave a record of true, correctident of the unified Germany,
means and discriminates againstruel to all other races. Thislf a TV camera is within the history. Richard von Weizsacker [1991].
the Americas’ original inhabi- Jekyll-and-Hyde nature of thegroup of demonstrators, it will  That is also why it is impor- He was a great man. He made
tants. The conquerors of the sodapanese, which persists, comeshow the fierce faces of policetant for us not to lose in ourthe well-known remark “Any-
called New World were so self-from this historical viewpoint. officers swinging their night- struggle. We must create a hisene who closes his eyes to the
centered that they didn't even What we should have donesticks. Those who see theory in which those who cham-pastis blind to the present” [in a
regard the indigenous people®fcourse, was build friendly tiesimage will sympathize, natu- pion justice, truth and integrity speech at the West German par-
as human beings! with our fellow Asians and work rally, with the demonstrators. prevail. liament commemorating the
As Europeans moved fromwith them toward world peace.But if the camera is on the side Both a solid historical per- 40th anniversary of Germany's
island to island, they slaugh-If the leaders of Japan had posef the police, it may show thespective and insight are impor-defeat in World War II, May 8,
tered the inhabitants, roundingsessed such a view — and sucprotesters as an unruly mobtant. A pile of bricks is not a 1985].
them up as slave labor, nearla vision of the future — the re-angrily throwing stones and re-house, and you can'’t write his-
wiping out entire populations. cent history of Japan would havesisting police efforts to keeptory by just gathering a pile of
While the inhabitants had wel-been entirely different. peace and order. facts. A history reflects, through  pLeast see HISTORY, NEXT PAGE
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DIALOGUE

The Japanese forces occupyingkepa: Thatis so true. The highthe ability to read the future inSome 70,000 black and white
the Philippines during the warschool division members are asthis way? college students participated. As
Kimura : Even in our personal were incredibly brutal, and anti-tute. Remember, the hope for a result, discrimination at lunch
relations, we don’t trust some-Japanese sentiment is strongeace rests in your hands. IKEDA: | never lost my faith in counters began to fade all over
one who lies. So it is sad tothere. | heard that this was the To have a true vision of his-the people. They are the mairthe country.
hear the kinds of excusedirst public building ever to be tory, one must have a true visiorprotagonists in history. In the
Japanese officials give fornamed after a Japanese. of humanity, of society, of life. long run, the people’s aware-Kimura : We must take this as
Japanese schools not teaching It is important to rethink every- ness, their actions and wishesan example as we create history,
students the truth about whatkepa: Jose Abueva, the for-thing from the viewpoint of are the strongest forces of alltoo.
the Japanese military did inmer president of the university,whetheritis in the interest of theMahatma Gandhi once said:
World War II. is a dear friend of mine. Both people, whether it contributes to‘When | despair, | rememberlkepa: It is all up to young
his mother and father weretheir happiness or not. that all through history the way people. Political scientist and
Ikepa: During the war, my el- killed by the Japanese military. Up to now, history has almostof truth and love has alwaysauthor Masao Maruyama de-
dest brother was sentto the fronThey were tortured, murdered always been centered around theon. There have been tyrantglared that “Japanese history is
to fight, and | remember clearlyand their bodies were abaninterests of the powerful, aroundand murderers and for a timethe story of the passive resig-
that once, when he came homeoned. Every Asian countrypolitics and the state. We musthey can seem invincible but innation of the people to their
on furlough, he told us angrily has an infinite number of suchrewrite history so that it is cen-the end they always fall.” fate.” We must change this. To
that Japan was definitely in theunspeakable tragedies in itdered instead around the people So the basic task of makingdo so, we need the wisdom to
wrong. “Japan’s behavior ispast. and their lives, so that it reflectshistory is changing the con-distinguish truth from false-
abominable,” he said. “Whatwe Dr. Abueva said of the situa-all humanity’s viewpoint. sciousness of the people. Fohood and the moral courage to

HISTORY, FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

are doing to the Chinese is untion that continues in Japan A few years ago, a textbookexample, as part of the civil publicly declare the truth.

forgivable.” My brother died in decades later:

the fighting in Burma [now
Myanmar]. He was a fine per-
son. It was a terrible waste.

The Japanese soldiers sent to
invade Asia were also victims of
Japanese militarism and imperi-
alism. We must teach the unvar-
nished truth about the war to the
next generation, so that such a
tragedy will never be repeated.

As part of that effort, the
Soka Gakkai has collected ac-
counts of people’s war experi-
ences and published them in
more than 100 volumes. The ex-
periences of victims as well as
remorse-stricken former mem-
bers of the armed forces in-
volved in the slaughter are doc-

umented. Our antiwar booksheartrending words.

have been published in English,

of European history writtenrights movement, African Many years ago, | met the fa-
from a pan-European perspecAmericans staged sit-ins atmous French journalist Robert
Japanese leaders still stubbornlyive was published [1992]. It lunch counters. This kind of Guillain, who was the Far East
refused to admit, and apologizewas unlike any previous historyprotest began in 1960 with fourBureau chief of the French
for, the grievous wrongs theytextbook where the focus wasstudents at a North Carolinanewspapete MondeHe was in
had committed in the countrieson only one nation’s story, agricultural college. At the Japan during the war and ob-
they had invaded in World War where everything was viewedtime, lunch counters and dinersserved the Japanese people close
Il. Japanese history textbooksfrom a national perspective.in the town refused to acceptup. One reason, he concluded,
purposely concealed the truth orT his represents the beginning obrders from African Ameri- that the Japanese could not call
justified the wrongs. Fellow a trend to abandon national hiseans. Then one day four Africanan end to the war was that, while
Asians were outraged by the in-tories for those written from a American students entered a rethey had physical courage, they
sensitivity and dishonesty of thebroader point of view. tail store and, after buying a fewhad no spiritual courage. He also
Japanese. How could they gloss | think the time has come tosmall items, sat down at thesaid that the Japanese lacked the
over the sordid truth that soseriously contemplate writing alunch counter and ordered cofimportant virtue of respect for
many had witnessed and en{pan-Asian history textbook and,fee and doughnuts. the truth. As a result, they were
dured, recorded and remem-after that, a pan-human or The store manager came anéasily manipulated by evil
bered? (From an unpublishedglobal history textbook — one an argument ensued. A crowdorces.
account) written from the perspective ofgathered. The students were You, today’s youth, are the
all humanity. called every name imaginable new leaders of a new age. You
I will never forget these were spat on and struck. Butmust create a history of human
Kimura : President Ikeda, you they refused to budge. They satinity for the dawning of this
were a pioneering figure inthere though it all, and they new age on our planet. Perhaps

French, German, Romanian|ceTA: Let me share the opinionreestablishing official relations kept up their nonwelent protest, you think that there is little you
and in children’s editions. We of a high school division mem- between Japan and China at ataying until the store closed. can do as individuals. But

have also sponsored antiwar exber about the war:

hibitions that have toured the
world.

IceTa: Because we have sin-
cerely confronted and acted on
this issue, the Soka Gakkai is
trusted in Asia.

Kimura: | was surprised to
learn that the foreign students
center at the University of the
Philippines is called Ikeda Hall.

time when relations were still The next day and the next‘nothing is more powerful than
fraught with difficulty. | think they came and sat at the lunctan idea whose time has come.”
What Japan did to the otherthat shows a visionary wisdom.counter. Eventually white stu-We are moving toward an ever-
countries of Asia was really ter- ~ You also opened the way todents from another universityexpanding humanism.

rible. Unless we sincerely apol-personal friendships and tiegoined them. Of course, they | am convinced that what-
ogize and make amends forwith the former Soviet Union, weren't really there for coffee ever twists and turns there may
those actions, relations betweereven during the Cold War. Youand doughnuts. What they werée along the way, that is the di-
Japan and its Asian neighborswere one of the first to predictafter was equal rights and sociatection. You, my young
can never be healthy and strongthat the Soviet Union and Chinajustice. friends, embracing a philoso-
I wish our political leaders their relations extremely frosty The movement they startedphy of humanism for which
would realize that this is not aat the time, would once again bébegan to spread and, by Septhe world so hungers, are the
matter that can be solved byfriends. And you acted on thattember 1961, more than 3,60Gront-runners who will lead
throwing money at it. vision. How have you acquiredprotesters had been arrestedhe way. i

renge-kyo.

Buddha: One who perceives the true nature
of all life and leads others to attain the
same enlightenment. The Buddha na-
ture is inherent in all beings and is char-
acterized by the qualities of wisdom,
courage, compassion, spiritual strength,
hope and unshakable happiness.

daimoku: Literally, “title.” Refers to the in- gongyo:Literally, “assiduous practice.” In Latter Day of the Law: The period be-
vocation, or chanting, of Nam-myoho-

Gohonzon: The embodiment of the law of
Nam-myoho-renge-kyo and the life of
Nichiren Daishonin in the form of a man-
dala.Honzonmeans “object of funda-
mental respect’go means “worthy of karma: Sanskrit word meaning “action.”
honor.” TheGohonzortakes the form of a

dividual creates through  or herinnate enlightened nature directly.
with Chinese and two thoughts, words and Although the deepest meaning of Nam
Sanskrit characters. deeds. One’s actions in  myoho-renge-kyo is revealed only
Together, these characters represent life in the past have shaped one’s reality at pre- through the practice of chanting it, there
its highest condition: Buddhahood. “Nam-  sent, and actions in the present determine is a literal definition for each of the com)-
myoho-renge-kyo, Nichiren” is written  in turn one’s future. This is the law of ponent wordsaam(devotion) means tg
down the center of the Gohonzon. cause and effect at work. fuse one’s life with the universal law;
myoho(Mystic Law) is the fundamen-
tal principle of the universe and its phe-
nomenal manifestationsenge (lotus
flower) refers to the lotus, which blooms
and seeds at the same time, symbo
ing the simultaneity of cause and effect;
andkyo(sutra, or teaching of a Buddha)
broadly indicates all phenomena or t
activities of all living beings.

paper scroll inscribed

Nichiren Daishonin’s Buddhism, ginning 2,000 years after Shakyamuni's
gongyo means to recite the “Expedient death, vihen his teachings lose their
Means” (2nd) chapter and the “Life power and the essence of the Lotus
Span of the Tathagata” (16th) chapter Sutra will be propagated.

of the Lotus Sutra and chant Nam-myoNam-myoho-renge-kyo:The fundamen-
ho-renge-kyo in front of the Gohonzon. tal component of Buddhist practice,
which expresses the ultimate truth of
The life tendency or destiny thateachin-  life and allows each individual to tap his
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p e band mem-
1Bt bers have continued to
pav o challenge themselves. They're
S pose  striving to improve the quality of

of President their performances, expanding

Ikeda’s guidance was nottheir style and repertoire to allow

to eliminate Brass Band butfor the greatest possible partici-

After a rathertoimbue it with heart andpation and fostering an atmos-

pat
couple of months of philosophy.” phere where teenagers, 30-some-
this, band representatives met Each year since, the band hathings and people in between can

This Band
Had To
Play On

San Francisco’s Brass
Band struggled in the
early '90s, but the
members’ sense of
mission to inspire others
remained solid.

SAN FRANCISCO BRASS BAND CHIEF

and Fife with the young men’s division faced new challenges and foughtliscuss Buddhist philosophy as it
and Drum Corps leaders and were told it was ndogether through both good timesapplies to life and the band.
was in San Francisco the veryjonger necessary to hold Brassnd bad. Ups and downs in par- Their latest challenge is the de-
next year. In addition to the manyBand practice if it was merely outticipation, disagreements andparture of Paul Bell Wallace, first
NSA conventions of the '70s, theof formality or force of habit. misunderstandings among thehief of the New Century Brass
Golden Gate Jazz Band lead bfach member expressed not onljeadership, and inconsistenBand, who is leaving to pursue
Hart Smith, who did the arrange-his desire to continue but also tanusic quality were problems thatbusiness opportunities in Japan.
ment of “Forever Sensei” usedcreate an activity that would con-had to be addressed again and “It was during President
throughout the nation, performednect young people to Presidenagain. Gradually, this lead to im-lkeda’s 1987 visit that | decided
regularly on the U.C. Berkeley Ikeda and Buddhist philosophy,provement in the band, a cleareapon my path in life, to work to
campus. and inspire everyone arounddentity and sense of purposecreate a cultural bridge between
During President Ikeda’s visit them. Although the rhythm hadand growth of the individual Japanand the United States,” says
to San Francisco in 1980, thechanged in 1990, it was clear tanembers. Mr. Wallace. “My many experi-
Brass Band was reorganizedthe few members left that the im-  The band performed for Pres-ences in the Brass Band taught me
along with the youth division or- portance and mission of the Bras&lent Ikeda during his visit to Santo pray and never give up. Well, it
ganization, and went on to particBand still existed, and it had toFrancisco in 1993. It was on thatvas clear after our trip to the
ipate in the many NSA conven-play on. day, March 14, that the junior highFlorida Nature and Culture Cen-
tions of the '80s as a marching “I know some of us were ap-and high school divisions wereter that it's time for me to move on.
band. prehensive, being young and havformed. After the performance, aWe became a close-knit group,
Then came 1990. ing little experience running any band member said that he wantednd each participant now has a
There was a lot of confusionorganization, let alone a band,to get a name for the band frontlear sense of purpose [of the
after President Ikeda’s Februansays one of those few. “WePresident lkeda. Hearing this, @and]. My dream for the band has
1990 visit to the United States.thought we might do somethingformer Brass Band chief felt com-been realized. I've received so
Performances and practices wererrong, and the kids we wanted tgoelled to convey this wish and themuch fortune from participating

n Francisco Brass Bandcanceled, and the older bandhelp would end up hating SGI acefforts of the band members tan the band. It's important that
activities began in 1967 members taking responsibility attivities. But if we didn’t do any- President Ikeda, who responde@veryone else has this opportunity
ith a handful of mem- the time were all either reassignedhing, there would be nowhereby giving the band the name Newto grow as well.”
ers practicing to perform or could no longer regularly par-else they could go to in the SGI.Century Brass Band. The New Century Brass Band
for SGI President Ikeda’s visit andticipate. Yet a small number of We were confident that the pur-  To live up to the new name, themembers say they are ready to

temple opening in Southern Cal-members continued to bring in-
ifornia. The first parade in the struments to Sunday activities VisiT THE NEw CENTURY BrASs BAND’S WEBSITE:
United States for the Brass Bandvhether or not they had practice www.sgl-siliconvalley.org/sinchbfindex.htm

face this new challenge, live up to
their name and create a new era for
San Francisco and beyond i
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Thanks to her faith and | got depressed easily andslowly but
. : hated everything and everybodysurely. | never got de-
practice, Stephanle | had uncontrollable and amazpressed anymore, and | found
Jewett went from self- ingly wild mood swings — con- myself being more optimistic. |

1ot 3 stantly — and would mutilate started giving advice online to
mutﬂapop to self my body in hopes of releasingself-mutilators and depresseq
apprec1at10n and now my anger and pain. individuals. My whole life
At the time, | was a very ac-turned around.
Works‘ to seg that others tive member in the San Fran- Now that | think about it, my Fl‘ °
experience joy from the cisco Fife and Drum Corps,enjoyment of life was always ancisco

anFI‘an .
)
wanted
anything atall. And | 1
the LaW couldn’t break out of the state
that | was in.

which helped me see a lot ofthere — I just didn’t know how °
Law. things that were important forto find it. Flfe and Drum
getting better. As we would All of that was always cov-

SAN FRANCISCO FIFE ANDDRUMCORPS  stydy articles and the Gosho, kred by my unhappiness and ba COl‘pS Goals

would pick up little things that attitude. It's always easier to be

The ocean, even when waves really stuck with me. | would negative and unhappy than td
are crashing on its surface, is hear other people’s experiencebave fun; that's how it always

1) To recruit at least 20 more girls by the year

calm and unchanging inits  with this Buddhism, and | would was for me. 2000.

depths. There is both be amazed by everything that | Now that | have experienced ) .
suffering and joy in life — was hearing. the “joy derived from the Law,” 2) To start the Flag Corps and keep it going.
the point is to develop a | started to speak out morel want everyone to. If | cando it, 3) To create stronger bonds among the Fife
profound, indomitable self during practice and try harder inanyone can.

not influenced by these the group and in school. I started  As President Ikeda says: and Drum Corps members.

waves. A person who does so doing at least an hour of “Faith in the Mystic Law is .
receives the joy derived from daimoku and full gongyo every the wellspring of value creation. 4) To unite as one and to help world peace
the Law. day and began going to districit enables us to turn everything come more quickly.
— SGI President Ikeda meetings and being as involvedn our lives — both our joys and )
with SGI activities as possible. sufferings — into causes for ac 5) To make the Fife and Drum Corps grow

t used to be that | was weak My whole attitude dramati- cumulating the values of beauty i 7 i

and could not find the couragecally changed. Everybody sawbenefit and good in still greate (physically, emotionally, musically, etc.).
within to be strong and in-it. | became more outgoing,measure. When we base ou 6) To help every member become happy.
domitable. | wasn’t happy, andmore friendly with everybody. selves on this kind of faith,
I’'m not sure if | wanted to be My mood swings stopped, andeverything that happens to us i
happy or not. | didn’t know if I the self-mutilation lesseneda benefit.” WT]
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WORLDVIEW

Breaking the
Mental Shackles

AFP PHOTOS

Wole Soyinka, winner of the 1986 Nobel Prize in literature, addresses journalists during a press conference

at the European Council, in Strasbourg, France, Nov. 25, 1994.

By TERRY ELLIS

CONTRIBUTING EDITOR

fore Congress in September,
urging the United States to in-
tensify political and economic
ole Soyinka, who pressure on Gen. Sani Abacha,
won the Nobel Nigeria’s military leader.
Prizeinliterature ~ Soyinka’s heart and think-
in 1986, has been ing are grounded in the future
called Africa’s most versatile —in a more peaceful and pros-
writer — a poet, playwright, perous Africa for the next mil-
novelistand essayist. Today he’sennium. And for that, his op-
also an angry man. He sees thponents have criticized him as
African leaders of Nigeria fol- utopian.
lowing in the oppressive foot-  Ultimately, he reaches for a
steps of colonial leaders. He callsvorld of harmonious commu-
his homeland “the open sore ohities, and he traces the divi-
the continent.” But he cannotsiveness to those all too human,
turn his back. He speaks out. Angbrimal questions “Who am 1?”
so0 he has nurtured his creativityWhat am I?” “Why am |?” The

in prison and now
in exile under

answers through-
out history weren't

charges of treason. — necessarily the
Soyinka €con-  we have watched  Problem. ltwasthe
tinues to walk the implied antithesis,
high ground, con-  frelplessly the hereasons. Andre-
vinced of the peo-  periodic ligions have cre-
ple’s ability to  gaughter of ated some of the
create a different . , most powerful of
future for Africa  infidels. these antitheses.
and fortheworld. S —— “l  believe,

This fall when
Czech philoso-

therefore | am.
You disbelieve,

pher-president Vaclav Haveltherefore you are not; there-
hosted a global conference irfore you count for nothing. You
Prague to study the need for @re subhuman. You are outside
“change in the sphere of humarthe pale of humanity, outside
conscience,” Soyinka was oneghe concept of community,”
of those invited. He joined suchSoyinka writes in his essay
global thinkers as the Dalai“The Credo of Being and
Lama, Elie Wiesel of the Nothingness.” “On our home
United States, Helmut Schmidtfront we have wtched help-
of Germany and Frederik delessly as this escalates to
Klerk of South Africa. the periodic slaughter of
At that time, Soyinka elo- ‘infidels.”
quently argued that what the Soyinka points Africans to
world needs now is the mind’sthe roots of their own spiritu-
liberation: “If the fall of the ality. Specifically, he notes,
Berlin Wall is to escape trivi- nowhere in the religious
alization, [it must stand] as ateachings of the Yoruba, his
permanent rebuke of closureown people, are found divi-
and exclusion, a repudiation ofsive concepts of being.
mental shackles, and an affir- “It is not weakness in the
mation of the virtues thatcharacter of this religion,
stamp the human mind: ahowever, it is not even toler-
hunger for knowledge, for ex-ance,” Soyinka writes. “It is
perimentation and discovery,simply — understanding.
and a refusal to accept orthoWisdom. An intuitive grasp
doxies as unassailable....” of the complexity of the
While in exile, Soyinka human mind, and a true sense
continues to speak out in po-of the infinite potential of the
litical forums. He testified be- universe.” W}



