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Celebrate! Celebrate!

A samba band helps SGI-USA members in San Francisco ‘Celebrate
Community’ at the recent open house of their culture center and
new lkeda Auditorium. Please see story, p. 5.

SGI President Calls
for a ‘New Humanism’

The new cosmology mustinclude an absolute injunc-
e s tion against the taking of human
pl‘Ohlblt? the takmg of life. “Any form of justice that is
human life and makes accompanied by the violence of
: T, killing must be recognized as a
educapon humamty § false justice, in whatever logic or
most important endeavor.  rationale it may clothe itself,” he

said. “The fundamental failure
of humanism in its various forms
New Delhi, India, Oct. 21 has been afailure fully to believe
in and trust people.”
SGI President Ikeda, speaking In regard to developing the
today at the Rajiv Gandhi Foun-second principle of mutual re-
dation, called for a “holistic or spect, Mr. Ikeda declared educa-
even cosmological humanism”agion to be humanity’s most im-
the key toward creating a peaceportant endeavor to nurture the
ful global civilization. His “new dignity of life. “It is education
humanism,” founded on the prin-that makes us free,” he said. “The
ciples of nonviolence and mutualworld of knowledge and of the
respect, is defined as aware of huntellect is the universal stage on
manity’s place in the global or uni-which all people can meet and
versal environment as opposed taonverse. Education liberates
an individualistic humanism thatpeople from prejudice. It frees
places humanity in a dominantthe human heart from its violent
position over nature. passions. Itis education that sev-
Mr. Ikeda describes new hu-ers the fetters of ignorance re-
manism as a cosmology becausegarding the laws that govern the
whereas an “ideology tends touniverse.”
emphasize dualism and conflict, He moreover demonstrated
producing discrimination and re-that education liberates people
jection of others, cosmologiesfrom powerlessness and the in-
seek to include and embrace othability to trust and believe in
ers. Tolerance is an inherent chathemselves. “The individual who
acteristic of cosmology.” has been liberated from self-
In elaborating on the first doubt,” he stated, “is naturally
principle of nonviolence, Mr.

Ikeda said that a new humanism pLEASE SEE HUMANISM, 4

‘My Recollections’ To Be
Broadcast to Western U.S.

eginning Nov. 2, SGI President lkeda’s popu-

lar series on world figures will be broadcast tc ~ Station: KDWN 720AM

10 western states and parts of Canada and Mexic

The series, produced by Keiko Kimura, is callec Time: 9:30—10:00 p.m.
every Sunday, beginning
Nov. 2

show every Sunday night from 9:30-10:00. Eacl Goverage: California,
Arizona, Nevada, Utah,
New Mexico, Idaho,
Montana, Wyoming,
Oregon, Washington, and
parts of Mexico and
British Columbia

Values and Visions: Portraits of Global Citizearsl

is based on the SGI leader’s articles that have a

peared in th&Vorld TribuneandLiving Buddhism.
KDWN 720 AM, based in Las Vegas, will air the

half hour show will include two profiles in English

only, read by John Astin and Tim Dennis. Sunda
Simmons will read the introduction. KDWN's sig-

nal reaches much of western North America a
night.

In the series, Mr. lkeda shares his insights int
what makes figures like Rosa Parks and Corne
Capa great and talks about his encounters wit
them. Wi}

Scholars
Complete
SGI-USA
Survey

ASSOCIATE EDITOR
Santa Monica, Calif., Oct. 6

The results are in. The Univer-
sity of California at Santa Bar-
bara’s Dr. Phillip E. Hammond
has completed his survey of
SGI-USA members, which will
be the basis of his upcoming
book on the organization. Dr.
Hammond and his assistant,
doctoral student David W.
Machacek, thank all the survey
participants for helping them
reach their goal of getting at
least a one-third response to the

PLEASE SEE SURVEY, 4
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OPINION

VOICES

How has Nichiren Daishonin’s Buddhism
helped you deal with issues of death?

Members from Los Angeles #5 Joint Territory respond:

Inthe past three years, | have lost so mal
close friends and relatives that | often, i

However, | have found solace in Buddhis
teachings that state that people die on
when the time is right for them and that i
when they have created the maximu
value possible for them in this lifetime,
SGI President Ikeda says, “At death our lives merge back i
the life of the Universe, in much the same way that the sp
of waves dissolves back into the ocean.” These thoughts
times of grief, give me peace.

— ANN GRAU, Newport Beach, Calif.

In 1980, my mother died of a heart attac

Daishonin’s Buddhism with my family,

seek [to understand] what life and death r
ally were. After Mother’s funeral, | read
President Ikedakife, An Enigma, a Pre-
cious Jewehdlmost overnight. It gave me a great deal of rel
and helped me grieve over Mother’s death peacefully. Si
then, | have been practicing this Buddhism most sincerel
learned that understanding death is understanding life.
— MASAKO THOMSON,
Yorba Linda, Calif.

| was taught as a child that death will b
the day when | am judged for the way
lived my one chance at life. | found it harg
to believe that this is my only life when its
duration is minuscule in comparison tg
the scope of eternity. | could not accep
that only one group of people would go t

heaven, and all others would go to hell.

Nichiren Daishonin’s Buddhism has taught me through F
writings that my practice and work toward kosen-rufu wou
protect me in this and future lives until | attain Buddhahoaq
This removes my fear of death.
— DANN HOGERTY,
Laguna Beach, Calif.

| was raised in a very Christian environ
ment, and death was always portrayed
something to fear. Since just about every

| had a pretty good chance of spendin
eternity with the little guy in the red suit,
pitchfork, horns and long tail. But when |

encountered Nichiren Daishonin’s Budt

dhism, | found a whole new perspective on death. | realiz
that death is not the end. Death is more like a chance tore
yourself, like taking a little vacation before you start ov
again. It also gives life more meaning because life is my
portunity to change all of the negative aspects of my life-cqg
dition so that next time I'll live a better and happier life. Lif
never ends. It only changes, and death is the break bet
each change.

— KRISTY LITTLEFIELD, Anaheim, Calif.

5
m
ntcbeast — it also means to open ot
rayminds, to keep changing our way:

but through my mother’s death | began to dividuals.

=

thing life had to offer me was bad, | felt that

Your Own Mind Business

ers, to stand in their shoes, we
can develop a compassionate
SGI President lkeda has beel way of thinking. He also pointed
emphasizing lately. Unreliable out that we shouldn’t be hin-
in the sense that our minds sometimes play trickered by enemies we may have. “Look into the
on us, making us think we're right when we'rdaces, the eyes, the hearts of those who are labeled
wrong, making us think we want what’s really baénemies,” Dr. Krieger urged. “Find their human-
for us, etc. ity. In doing so, you will also find your own.”

While Buddhism teaches us to depend on our- 4. We can “think peace.”Dr. Krieger’s defi-

here’s nothing more unreli-
able than one’'s own mind,

ny selves, an important part of this self-reliance is onition of peace was “a dynamic process of nonvi-
n self-education, the training of our tricky mindsolent social interaction that results in security for
despair, felt helpless, confused and sad. As Nichiren Daishonin stresses, “One should bell members of society.” In other words, peace

t come the master of his mind rather than let hiakes ceaseless efforts — a lot of brain-wracking

ly mind master him” The Major Writings of is required. Peace is thus much more than the ab-

sence of war, he said. It's something that has to be
worked on constantly.

5. We can “think like a seed.”
“Recognize that you have the inher-
ent power of growth,” Dr. Krieger
said. “You are not static. A tiny seed
may become a majestic tree.” Pres-
ident Ikeda has made the same point
many times — that as “seeds,” we

Nichiren Daishoninvol. 1, p. 146).
But in Buddhism, mastering
one’s mind isn't just training a wild

, irof thinking for the better. Albert Mastering one’s

Einstein said that the splitting of the
atom changed everything in oul
world except for the way people

mind...means
always to keep

k think, and thus humanity is drifting changing our should try to develop ourselvesin the
atage 47. Her sudden death was a tremen-toward catastrophe. Positive nev yqys of thinking here and now.
dous shock to me. | had been practicing the ways of thinking are thus essentis ,
to our survival as a species and as i for the better. Potential is realized in many
I ways, Dr. Krieger said, even in the

Dr. David Krieger, founder of the seemingly small decisions we
Nuclear Age Peace Foundation, sug- make each day. He gave the exam-
gested five new ways of thinking at the 4tiple of Rosa Parks, who in refusing to give up her

ef U.S.—JapanYouth Peace General Meeting, Aug. B&at realized her potential. And Daniel Ellsberg,
nce

y. |

the Defense Department analyst who reached his

1. We can “think indigenous.” By this Dr. potential by risking imprisonment to turn over the
Krieger meant we can remind ourselves that vikentagon Papers to tNew York Timeshus ex-
coexist with this earth. “Think like a person whosposing secret reports on the Vietnam War to the
feet touch the land,” he said, “like one who loveAmerican people.
and respects the earth and all its creatures.” We carActually, these five points are not really new
become environmentally educated, he added, wlays of thinking — they have been around for
ways questioning the reparations of our actions eenturies. But Dr. Krieger’s point was that for
the environment. people to change how they think would indeed be

2. We can “think like an astronaut.” In other something new and would change the world as we
words, we can try to see the world as one. “Boknow it.
ders may exist on maps,” Dr. Krieger said, “but To avert the human disaster that Einstein al-
they do not really exist on earth. That is what akides to, we desperately need to implement many
tronauts discovered when they went into space afrew” ways of thinking. Without such a great ef-
is looked back at our small fragile planet that float®rt on our part, we'll just keep thinking the same
Id in an immensely vast universe.” way we always have and recycling the same old
d. 3.We can“thinkwith our hearts.” Dr. Krieger bad ideas. So, let’s put on our thinking caps and

meant by this that when we try to understand otheld to Dr. Krieger’s list. W]
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WORLD TRIBUNE Turning Point

MAILBOX

out! Nam-myoho-renge-kyo! Chanting five hours, three
Can only say a few daimoku athours.... What does that mean?
a time, each breath so limitedTruth.

‘Recovery’ Touches A Chord and time consuming. Health up and down, breathing

Make it through the night, my better, but heaviness in my chest.
Words cannot adequately express the profound joy | felt upon NEW YORK husband and | holding pressuré-ind an acupuncturist/herbalist
reading...“Buddhists in Recovery” (Oct\&rld Tribunep. 1). points for hours on end. who believes | can cure my

However, some well-meaning folks of sincere faith have L ong period of building  Back on steroids and a mul-asthma by curing the underlying
worried that this type of activity might lead to “fragmenta- strength. Feeling hope anditude of other medications | cause, heat in the lungs. Treat-
tion” and dilution of the energy and effort of the larger SGI joy. Growing confidence. This swore | would never take againment begins.

organization. | have been told that even one hour a month otore in my life — | feel it Gohonzon, please —whatisit? Back to the Gohonzon. What
this type of activity is an hour potentially wasted — an hour strengthening every day. Fight-What is it? This time | choose tois heat in my lungs? Fear, weak-
that could be spent on neighborhood activities, visiting mem-ing the long battle against negatrust. What is it? Slowly the dark ness, pain. | must forge this im-
bers or simply chanting. | have been sincerely chanting aboutive thinking, a feeling of unde- cavernous reality is revealed purity out of the gold that is my

this. | keep coming up with the conviction to continue to chant serving and doubt, | have builtThis is me! This is my life! All life. No matter what— an old

and polish my life as the prime point to show actual proof. | the muscle of faith and a
must also support my district and larger SGI activities, do beliefin myself. It's there.

propagation and study, and receive continual guidance. Buddhahood is there in-
But beyond that, | believe | can continue to work on the side me.
quality of my recovery through any positive means of my  Six years I've been
choice. As th&Vorld Tribunearticle demonstrates, | feel that building a dream. A
beyond the ultimate solution in prayer, no one tool is “the” monumental dream few
answer to persons seeking support.... have believed in. Ene-
— TERRI FONG, Sacramento, Calif| mies from inside and out
defeated one by one on
Thank you for your article on “Buddhists in Recovery” (Oct.|3 the hazardous climb to-
World Tribun@. I know well the demon calledcoholism Gen- ward the distant summit.
erations of men in my family have died feeding this demon,... Wait — there it is now in
This demon cannot be defeated by logic or bargaining....sight! One more push
But there is one thing the demon cannot stand, and that ig théorward....
light of day. The admittance to another who knows the same Suddenly sideswiped.
demon. It hates this, for it only lives in denial. So after trying An avalanche.
to will it away, | took a difficult step, but one | knew | had t Begins with an ex-
take to survive. | still clearly remember the rainy night that | hausting week physically
stepped down into the dark cold basement of a church andnd emotionally. Then a
shared my story with people who knew the same demon verycold that turns to infection
well. It was a terribly difficult step to take. It felt like defeat. in my lungs. Go to work
Like | was admitting my Buddhist practice didn’t work. You anyway — that day job
see, at that time there was no support inside the organizatiothat challenges my last
for what | was doing. That is why | told no one. hope. With so much more

I, too, had some problems with the 12 steps, but that isn'tto offer, why am | still Tamara Jenkins

what makes these groups powerful. What makes them work isiere after all this time?

phrase that feels like a
long-lost friend. | hold its
hand for hours in front of
the Gohonzon. Years of
panic disorder must have
been related to this inherent
weakness! Sometimes |
feel as though | carry the
world’s pain. “l just want
everything to be OK! A
world without problems,
where everyone is happy!”
A sweet thought. Innocent
enough. Coming from a
pure-intentioned heart —
and derived from the fun-
damental darkness of illu-
sion. The land of igno-
rance. Go away! Now!
“But why? Why does the
world have to be like this?”
Nam-myoho-renge-kyo!
Must strengthen my life to
deal with this reality.

Eyes beginning to open.
Tamara Jenkins is a Buddha.
Tamara Jenkins is a Buddha.

the people. We are wounded by others and can only heal in th&/hat is it? What does it mean?the years of training how to think| must form a new identity, pour-
presence of others. This is what it means to be human.... So | Finding it hard to breath. like a Buddhist, how to act like ing through the Gosho page by
congratulate thé/orld Tribunefor writing about these support  Wheezing, coughing, hacking,a Buddhist, they mean nothingpage. Hold on to Nichiren.
groups and the SGI members who participate in them. Fagindlowing poison. Now the clutch now. This is me. Hello, Tamara Next day, awakened in the
the demon ain't easy, but sometimes pain sure can feel ggod— 10 years since my last life-Jenkins. | see the weakness, theiddle of the night from a ter-
— DIXON HAMBY, Bellevue, Wash | threatening asthma attack. lcause of my suffering. And thisror. Sinking. Hysteria knocking
thought it was gone! This can’ttime | have the courage to se@at my door again! Go away! Go
Thank you for contributing to public discussion about the na- be! Panic followed by calm. No, her — to see me — for real, foraway! By now, lungs are fine,
ture of addiction and recovery in the lives of SGI members|won'tletthis happen again. I've the first time. | hold her in my but the chest is on firel Next
(see Oct. 3Vorld Tribune p. 1).... been so good — almost curedarms. You are a Buddha. | willnight, my head is on fire. | am
Because they changed my life, | think it is vital that pep- ReadingWorld Tribuneall day change this. a Buddha! | am a Buddha!
ple speak responsibly about Alcoholics Anonymous and Al- while waiting. Trying to breathe, ~ All my dreams — this six-  Medications have run their
anon. Sadly, your article did not do this. Though it was an ex-thinking positively against the in- year struggle to make the im-course, leaving my fragile
cellent effort and picture of members in recovery, |it sidious onslaught. “I thought thepossible possible, to become &ody racked. Only the detox
inadvertently contributed to a misimpression about AA that Gohonzon worked!” “Three driving force in my chosen and healing remains. The sun
is quite common. Because AA does not engage in public|resteps forward, one step back.field. I'm one step away. But | comes out for the first time in
lations or media interviews, it was théorld Tribunés re- “Trust the Gohonzon!” “What's can’t be that capable, strongdays. A quote in th&/orld Tri-
sponsibility to give thoughtful consideration to how they pre- wrong with me?” “Am | dying?” responsible, dependable crebune “l am ready to truly trust
sent the 12 steps to members. Unfortunately you missed 11I'm so frightened! Help! Some- ator standing atop that mounthe Gohonzon with the most
of them. Stopping at the first step is a common mistake. | body, help!” “You don’t need tain, and this frightened, trem-fragile aspects of my life.”
Just as many Buddhists dump their problems in frontjofanyone’s help.” Chanting bling innocent who wants only Bingo. That's where | am. All
the Gohonzon, many AAs and Al-anons will dump their prob- daimoku inside. to flee this land of Mappo at thethese tears. Tears of swaet-
lems in the lap of a Higher Power. More experienced leaders That night, it's worse than same time. rita — running like a crystal
and peers in AA are always present to remind them that|reever. Neither of my inhalersare Long held guidance from stream down the mountain of
covery lies in personal responsibility (step 4 — the one mostworking. This is real. Not SGI President lkeda: “Only thatimpossible dream as it be-
often avoided by those in recovery, Buddhist or otherwisg).enough oxygen to the brain.those who know the power ofcomes possible. Day by day,
This is guidance of the strictest sort and is present in thg 1Z5etting emotional. Frightenedthis Gohonzon can make theimtaking my true self back to
steps.... Please, work harder to avoid the mistaken impressioa- the feeling of hysteria | keeppossible possible.” But wait — eternity. Replenishing, restor-
that a Buddhist will not find recovery in the 12 steps.... only at arm’s length. Who is a new sentence takes hold. “Firsing, healing, revealing. Nam-
— EDITH SHILLUE, Arlington, Mass. this person who has invadedyou must pray to have the kindmyoho-renge-kyo. The sum-
my “good Buddhist” self? Who of courageous practice that camit beckons. And the ascent

is this impostor? Get out! Getmake the impossible possible."continues. W]
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Old Friends Reunite in New Delhi

Courtesy of SEIKYO PRESS

Courtesy o SGI NEWSLETTER display: ten in her honor.
New Delhi, India, Oct. 17 e “The photographs taken by In the poem, President Ikeda
m Rajiv Gandhi are alive. They havewrites in part:

Deepening the bonds of an en
during friendship, SGI Presiden
and Mrs. Ikeda visited Sonia )
Gandhi, the widow of the Indian| ¢
prime minister Rajiv Gandhi, and )
her family at her home this
evening.

President Ikeda’s frlendshlp
with the Gandhi family began 12| g+
years ago when he and Prlm
Minister Rajiv Gandhifirst metin §
Tokyo. The SGI president remi-

a soul-stirring depth. Viewing
them is like watching a magnifi- ~ The sublime flame of love for
cent canvas unfolding.” humanity

® “One is left with the unmis- it by India’s lion
takable impression that people of burns brightly on
extraordinary ability also possess in you and in the next
extraordinary artistic sensitivity. generation!
Every photograph is the brilliant
crystallization of the photogra- There can be no doubting
pher’s personality and the spiritof  that history
India, and each has profound will greet with thunderous
depth.” applause
nisced about that meeting. “We o “Simply brilliant! The photos  the triumphal song
had a truly memorable discus 3 - : capture the living essence, artistry  of this family
sion,” he said. “It was a cold day,Sonia Gandhi (center) welcomes Mr. and Mrs. Ikeda to her home in New and intellect of Rajiv Gandhi. We  who lives for what is just and
but Prime Minister Gandhi Delhi. Joining them are daughter Priyanka and her husband, Robert. are offered a glimpse of the man right.
seemed to warm the room with his within the youthful leader of the
very presence. | will never forgetwithin your heart and that of Japan, which opened at the Toky@eople who strove to guide his Mrs. Gandhi is the chairper-
that occasion.... He possesseBriyanka [their daughter] and theFuji Art Museum in April 1996. country into the 21st century. Ason of the Rajiv Gandhi Founda-
courage, intellect and a strongest of your family. | believe be- More than 330,000 people viewedmost moving experience.” tion, one of the organizations that
sense of justice. | was confidentyond a shadow of a doubt that youhe exhibition. Mrs. Gandhi said that hearinghas invited the SGI leader to India.
that this youthful leader of theand your family will enjoy won-  Through the exhibition, Presi- details from him in person, sheMr. lkeda said he hoped that she
great nation of India would be aderful fortune and victory in your dent Ikeda said, many people irwas touched and moved again byvould take good care of her health
champion for peace who pavedives.” Japan have learned of Rajivhow enthusiastically the exhibi-for the sake of her family, India
the way for the rest of the world  Mr. Ikeda, who arrived in India Gandhi’s greatness, warmth andion had been received. and the entire world.
to follow. Rarely has the world on Oct. 16, also talked with Mrs.humanity. The SGI leader shared Mr. Ikeda also presented Mrs. Mrs. Gandhi said that each
mourned the loss of someone s@andhi about the success of tha number of comments that hadsandhi with a poem titled time she met President Ikeda she
greatly as it did your husband. Buphotographic exhibition “Rajiv been made to him by dignitaries‘Shine Eternally, Mother’s Vic- was always deeply moved by his
Rajiv Gandhi continues to live onGandhi: An Intimate Vision” in who had seen the photographi¢orious Sun!” which he had writ- warmth and consideration. [

Courtesy of SEIKYO PRESS

SURVEY, FroM PAGE 1 by Dr. Bryan Wilson and Dr. j¢ e o ) et - &
Karel Dobbelaere. The book orgye e mn w2

guestionnaire, which was senthe SGI-USA is not expected to ol ]

out in April. be published until 1999. Theli§

w1

Dr. Hammond and Mr. much-awaited answers to quesH |
Machacek recently shared soméons like “What do members| .
initial findings, which show, think of other religions?” “Do
they believe, that SGI-USA they consider themselves liber
members have a “high level ofals or conservatives?” “What is|
commitment” to their practice the ethnic makeup of the orga
within the SGI-USA. nization?” will all be in the
The survey found that 62 per-book. L
cent of members surveyed chant The SGI-USA agreed to
twice daily; 64 percent spendHammond’s study in June 1996
two or more hours every week afit a Central Executive Commit-|
SGI-USA meetings; 76 percenttee meeting. The consensus w3
spend one or two more hourghat the perspective of a re
every week reading two or morespected scholar like Dr. Ham-
SGI-USA publications; and 89 mond would help increase un-SSss
percent have introduced at leastlerstanding of the SGI-USA in L
one other person to the practicesociety. The survey was then de|
One of the research team’sreloped with input from SGI- |
main reasons for doing the studyJSA members, although the
was to learn what kind of peoplehad no editorial control over the
convert to Nichiren Daishonin’s final version. Twelve hundred
Buddhism. Do people whosurveys were sent out to ran
switch to this Buddhism from an-domly selected members fro
other religion have certain shared®sGI-USA publications sub- AttheRa]lvGandhl Foundation, President Ikeda calls for a new humanism based on nonviolence and respect.
characteristics? Hammond's andcription lists.
Machacek’s answer at this point Now Dr. Hammond and Mr. HUMANISM, FroM PAGE 1 modern examples of Mahatmaas undeniably valuable to the
is a qualified yes, saying theyMachacek are busy comparing Gandhi, Nehru, Tagore, Rajivcause of world stability. “We can
tend to be “people who regardthe 401 completed question-able to believe in the latent ca-Gandhi and first and second Sokaosit the emergence of three piv-
themselves as notlocked in.” Buthaires with responses to a Unipacities of others. One become&akkai presidents Tsunesaburetal countries — China, the
for more details, they say, we'll versity of Chicago general cen-able to look beyond the presenMakiguchi and Josei Toda as inUnited States and India — that
have to wait for the book. sus survey of the United Statesippearance of another to perceivepirations to humankind. will play central roles in the 21st
Oxford University Press hasand Dr. Wilson's SGI-UK sur- and believe inthe wondrousjewel The SGI president views century,” he said. “This might be
agreed to publish the Hammondrey and constructing what Dr.hidden within.” India’s message of nonviolencdikened to the design of ancient,
and Machacek book based omammond calls the story line of Mr. Ikeda credited the Upan-as one of paramount significancehree-legged kettles, which can-
the success it had with a book ottheir study — the story of the ishads, Shakyamuni’s Lotus Sutrato humanity, and he foreseesot stand on two legs but attain
the SGI-UK,A Time To Chant, SGI-USA today. m and King Ashoka, as well as thelindia’s continuing development stability on three.” i
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Photo by STEVE FRUS

A performer at the open house looks out on the crowd that gathered in front of the new auditorium.

Photo by STEVE FRUS

San Francisco members reach out to their community

By PENNY WILLIAMS & RON BAIRD accompanied strolling viewers. Lectures ang
CORRESPONDENTS panel discussions also took place in this area.

San Francisco, Oct. 4-5 City Councilman Leland Yee attended and

trero, one of San Francisco’s seven hillshared his appreciation during a panel discug

as bathed in sunlight this weekendion. Mr. Yee explained the dilemma faced by leg

when members hosted “Celebrate Conislators, saying: “We have somehow marginal 'n
munity” an open house and culture festiized and fractionalized different elements in ou

val for the SGI-USA and local neighbors. Theociety. When individuals say that we must pic
newly opened lkeda Auditorium was the impeene side or the other on various issues, | knoy¥e
tus for the event. The auditorium is one of sewe don’t have the answers in city hall. | would
eral new structures on Potrero between 16th aedcourage SGI to spread your word and you
17th streets brightening a part of the city onogork not only among yourselves, butthroughou
lined only with warehouses and car-repair shopthe city. Answers to our problems will not com

bazaar for the event, with a bower of fresh flowworking in a cooperatlve way.”
ers over the entrance, tables and chairs, and a stageinda Serizawa also helped with the planning an .
for musicians, singers and dancers to perforieels thatthe open house was a grass roots event. *
along with booths for hamburgers and hot dogsiembers really wanted to contribute and share o
Inside the culture center, other things were haprganization with the community,” said Linda. AztecdancersfromMemcoCntyhelpedtheSGI USA celebrate.
pening, such as samba and circus workshops.  Today’s event commemorated SGI Presider(Below) Besides entertainment, there were lectures, a
Photographs, paintings and sculpture were ebkeda’s first steps abroad in October 1960 to help fumembers’ art exhibit and lots of food.
hibited in the auditorium while soft piano musidill Nichiren Daishonin’s quest for world peadii

Photo by KINGMOND YOUNG Photo by STEVE FRUS

Ayoung boy peers behind a piece of shadow art on display.
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HisTORY

rom the time of the

Nakazato incident,

Tsunezo Yoshiyama's

apartment, which was
in the company’s row houses
was watched incessantly by
union officials wary of out-
siders visiting. But at night,
after everyone had gone tc
sleep, Soka Gakkai leader:
managed to visit him to offer
guidance and encourage
ment. One evening, Saseb
Chapter Chief Toru Matsu-
kawa came by.

“How are you doing?” he
asked. “You know, I'm kind
of hungry. Could | persuade
your wife to make me some
noodles?” So saying, he
handed a bag with 10 serving:

The New Human hevolilion

By HO GOKU -

ILLusTrATED BY KENICHIRO UCHIDA

Volume 6, Chapter 4

Rough Seas

Translation of parts 30-31 of the ‘Rough Seas’ chapter, as printed3eitty® Shimbyrthe Soka
Gakkai's daily newspaper. Ho Goku is the pen name of Daisaku Ikeda, who appears in th 10e&rly period of growth into
as Shin’ichi Yamamoto. The events take place in 1962.

of noodles to Yoshie.
“Please, join me if you
like,” Matsukawa added. He
knew the Yoshiyama family
was going through hard
times, but he didn’t want
them to feel like they were
accepting charity, so he
made his hunger an excusi
for bringing them noodles.
He continued: “Mr. Yoshi-
yama, I'm afraid there’s noth-
ing | can do to help you out fi-
nancially. And our faith isn't
the kind in which you look to
others for help. No, each of us
has to carry out our own
human revolution. We have to

stand up on our own two feel
and win through our own ef-

of triumph now illuminated
Sasebo, banishing the dark
clouds of hopelessness.
When these miners union
incidents occurred, Shin'ichi
Yamamoto realized that they
were only the gentlest of pre-
cursors to the great storm that
would eventually arise to
block activities for kosen-
rufu. The Soka Gakkai, in its
effort to carry out its social
mission as a Buddhist orga-
nization, was making its way
from the placid bay of its

the rough seas that accompa-
nied the shaping of a new era.
Shin’ichi knew that rag-
ing storms and crashing
dragged on. On May waves awaited the Soka Gakkai. For the
2,1969, the Supremesake of lasting peace for all humankind
Court — four years and for true humanism, Shin’ichi knew
after the case wasthat he must hold firmly to the rudder of
brought before it — the great ship of the Soka Gakkai, un-
made a ruling up- afraid of laying down his life if need be,
holding the decisions thinking all the while of the happiness
of the first two and comfort of his comrades who were
courts, declaring, “In sailing with him.
limiting the political
activities of its
members, the union (This concludes “Rough Seas,” chapter 4
overstepped its dis- of vol. 6 ofThe New Human Revolution
ciplinary authority
and violated the law.”
The union’s expul- ‘Rough Seas’ Chapter
sion of Yoshiyama Discussion Questions:
was declared invalid.
Seven years had1l. In parts 30-31 (Oct. 3/orld Tribung,
passed, and now what factors enabled the miner Tsunezo
Yoshiyama was com- Yoshiyama to continue fighting in the face

fort. If you depend on others, you're surexpulsion and regain his former posipletely vindicated. He felt he hagperi- of persecution? (See parts 25-29, Oct. 24,
to lose. tion at the Nakazato Mine. enced théruth of the passage “Many evilWorld Tribunefor more background.)

“No amount of money will change forces are vanquished by a single gre
your karma, and unless you change yo he Osarizawa incident had beetruth” (The Major Writings of Nichiren 2. In parts 9-13 (Oct. @/orld Tribung,
karma you will never be truly happy. The resolved by an out-of-court settle-Daishonin vol. 1, p. 154). No matter howShin’ichi describes a new kind of politi-
chance to change your karma comesjll ment and had taken some fouthe union had plted or schemed, it couldcal organization. What are the character-
when, in the course of your practice, a months from the notice of expul-not defeat the truth. istics of this new model? Does this sound
terrible persecution threatens you. That'sion to be concluded. But the Nakazato The mine had closed two yeaarlier, like the realm of politics as you've come
when you have to fight — you have taaffair went to court. and considering the long pain and suto understand it?
fight like a lion.” Yoshiyama was now alone in his suifering that Yoshiyama and his family hac

True faith has nothing to do with be-+o force the coal miners union to cancedndured, it was a victory that might hav3. In parts 3-8 (Sept. 2&0rld Tribune,
seeching someone else for help. Each bfs expulsion. After eight court sessionsseemed to come too late. Shin’ichi quotes a passage from Nichiren
us creates our own happiness. Matstike Sasebo Branch of the Nagasaki Dis- But the Supreme Court victory meanDaishonin’s writings, “Many evil forces are
kawa wanted to teach Yoshiyama that thieict Court handed down its decisiora great deal. The decision made it clevanquished by a single great truth” (MW-
basic requirement for happiness is th@March 30, 1964) ruling completely inthat no union had authority to restrict eil,154). What is Shin’ichi responding to?
determination not to be defeated, the abifavor of Yoshiyama’s position: Thether its members’religious beliefs or poHow many different kinds of obstacles are
ity to stand up and fight, no matter whatinion would have to restore his unioditical activities. It was as if the sunlightdiscussed here, and what similarities and

the difficulties or odds. membership.
Yoshiyama was well aware of Butthe union ap-
Matsukawa'’s kindness and considergealed the decision.
tion. As he watched his children eaA year later, in April
gerly down the delicious hot noodles1965, the Fukuoka
he felt deeply appreciative for his fel-High Court upheld
low member’s stern, yet warm encourthe lower court’s de-
agement. Wiping tears from his eyesgision, but the union
he renewed his resolve to fight on. Enleaders took the case
couragement of this sort helpedothe Supreme Court,

differences do you see between
these events described in 1962

and the present?

4. In parts 3-8 (Sept. 26
D o \\ G World Tribung, what does
o SN Shin’ichi say about speaking
out against injustice? What
historical precedence does he
cite in regards to Nichiren

-

Yoshiyama get through this most diffi-revealing the lengths G "'_f. Daishonin and the Soka
cult of times. to which they would . - - Gakkai speaking out against

Goro Kida, meanwhile, found workgo to protect their /Q -y ‘o slander?
at another mine. His leg had healed andhage, despite the e AN L% -
he could make a living again. He madéact that they were "u\ e - ; 5. In parts 1-2 (Sept. 19
the rented house he had moved intdearly in the wrong. M > - i World Tribung, what is
available for Gakkai activities, and he The Nakazato \ IV 13 L Shin’ichi’s attitude when he
continued earnestly in his faith. EveryMine closed down . } i o MG T hears of threats against him
day he prayed for his friend Yoshiyamaermanently in Janu- K x.;a &7 : : as he proceeds to a meeting in
to win in his struggle against the uniorary 1967, but the case {1/ & & Shikoku?
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APPLYING
NICHIREN

DAISHONIN'S

POSTS &+
DAILY LIFE

Great Events

SGI-USA YOUTH DIVISION STUDY COMMITTEE

Great events do not have small
omens. When great evil occurs,
great good will follow. Since the
worst slander already prevails
throughout the country, the
supreme True Law will spread
without fail. (The Major
Writings of Nichiren Daishonin
vol. 5, p. 161)

U pon returning from the recent
SGI World Youth Training

Course, | felt compelled to examine
in more depth my understanding of
the temple issue. | recall in late
1990 that when news came of
Nichiren Shoshu’s intention to dis

miss SGI President Ikeda as head of

the world’s lay organizations, many
members were asking, “Why is this
happening?” | was, too. Although |
didn’t really have any close ties
with the local priests, | thought
“Can’t we all just get along?”

On the surface it seemed like just
some misunderstanding between
Nikken and President Ikeda that
could somehow be rectified. How-

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ON THE TEMPLE | SSUE

What'’s Behind Negative
Coverage of the Gakkai?

What is behind the temple’s
Q promotion of media reports

that paint the Gakkai in a Key POintS:

negative light?

English-speaking temple mem+ o Nikken’s effort to gain followers has long heen deadlocked in
Eelf s have .“ans'ate.dl many l Japan, and he is now focusing on expanding the influence of
elous anti-SG| articles from the priesthood outside Japan. He is willing to do anything to

o oo wooly toplory defame SGI President Iketia and weaken the influence of the

type gossip magazines. They hay| Soka Gakdkai.
posted these to the Internet or distrig
uted them to SGI-USA members to try e Besides the temple’s own publications, the carriers of such li-
to create distrust and antipathy towar bhelous articles are magazines called ‘weeklies,” some of which
the SGL. have an even lower standard of accuracy or truthfulness than

Through its ongoing efforts to protec - : =
civil rights, the Gakkai has frequentlyl American tabloids. Yet hecause they are widely read, they can

opposed the authoritarian behavior @ have considerable impact.
Japan'’s ruling Liberal Democratic Party
or LDP (the name may be misleading
the LDP is actually a politically conser-
vative party). The LDP is now workingsomething completely in line with Bud-entrenched authority in any day and age.
closely with the Japanese media to dethist teachings. False accusations b@riticism and attack by certain vested in-
fame and discredit the organization andelf-interested individuals or groups havéerests thus go with the territory. Rather
SGI President lkeda. The flurry of li-always been part of the equation of suctihan being surprised by them, we can ac-
belous articles about the SGI — mor@ersecution, which the Daishonin and hitially take pride in them, for they offer
than 500 in 1995 alone — is the work oflisciples experienced firsthand: proof that the SGI's movement is on the
this alliance. right track.

Almost all of these articles or sto- | was kept at Eichi for more than twenty
ries have appeared in publications days. During that period seven or eight Ten in a series

ever, inthe six years that have passed known as “weeklies” — widely read cases of arson and an endless succession

since Nichiren Shoshu excommuni-

cated the SGI, it has become clearto innuendo. In the area of culpability for Slanderers went around saying that m

me that the Nikken sect’s intention
is to destroy the SGI and gain con-
trol of the vast membership.

Nichiren Daishonin writes,
“Great events do not have small
omens.” Over these six years our of-
ganization has developed in ways
that would never have been possj-
ble if still under the constraints of]
Nichiren Shoshu. We are now able
to develop as Buddhists more freely
— empowering ourselves throug
study and expanding our presence
in society. While the 1991 excom/
munication at first seemed like 3
mere severance of ties with
Nichiren Shoshu, it was actually g
magnanimous liberation.

In this Gosho passage, at first |
felt that “spread without fail” meant
that by virtue of being the truth, tha
somehow it would prevail. Presi-
dent Ikeda has continuously em-
phasized how imperative it is fo
each of us to speak out against sla
der and boldly declare what is righ
— not to think that someone els¢
will do it. | know now that the
“supreme True Law will spread
without fail” only when | take re-
sponsibility and clearly state wha
is right and what is wrong. [

D

magazines that focus on scandal and of murders took place in Kamakura

what they report, they fall far below disciples were setting the fires. Govern
such publications many Americans call ment officials thought this might be true
“tabloids.” and made up a list of over 260 of my fol

In addition, Japan’s lax libel laws lowers they believed should be expelle
make it quite easy for them to get away from Kamakura. Word spread that thes
with this. In the May 27, 1997, edition persons were all to be exiled to remot | ;
of theSan Francisco Examingfakesato islands and that those disciples alread ' QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS |
Watanabe, a professor of journalism at in prison would be beheaded. It turne ON THE :
Doshisha University in Kyoto, Japan, out, however, that the fires were set b
commented on the low level of reporting the Nembutsu and Ritsu believers to im
found in magazines by two publishersin plicate my disciples. There were othe
particular, the Bungei Shunju and the things that happened, but they are to
Shinchosha. These two companies have numerous to mention herelt{e Major
been most active in running articles that Writings of Nichiren Daishoninvol. 1,
defame the SGI. p. 184)

Among other things, he writes that
they have recently carried articles that As long as the SGI continues to gro

TeMPLE [SSUE

have: and is socially involved, we can expec
groundless accusations about the orgatr
denied that there were gas chambers aation to ensue. The SGI-USA has published a
Auschwitz. Systematically downplayed In“On Practicing the Buddha’'s Teach; pamphletQuestions and
the brutal Rape of Nanking at the handings,” the Daishonin warns us: Answers on the Temple Issue
of the Japanese Military during World which seeks to provide succinct

War Il. Falsely accused an innocent man From the very day you take faith in thig  information on this important
of the 1994 Matsumoto sarin gas at- teaching, you should be fully prepared t¢  issue. It is available free of
tacks.... Heaped racy slanders on Oki- face the three kinds of persecutions charge through the organization

nawa Gov. Ota, who opposes the govern- (MW-1, 99) and can be downloaded from the

ment’s stance on American military bases SGI-USA web page (www.sgi-

on the islands. While itis not as likely that we willbe | usa.org). The study page is
persecuted as individuals, as a Buddhi|  reprinting each of the questions

Nichiren Daishonin would have con-group we are certain to be. from the pamphlet as a service

sidered this abuse the SGI today faces Nichiren Daishonin’s Buddhism says to our readers.
from such quarters as a natural result dfat it is ordinary people who have powe
the organization’s faith and growth,— a message sure to incur the wrath
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PROFILE

Judy Garrard, SGI-USA member and devoted teacher, finds a mentor and ally in Roosevelt Middle School Principal Jack Thompson.

On Behalf of the Students

When teacher Judy Garrard caught a student doodling during a lesson, she knew what to do: she helped him
to get accepted to a local magnet school that focused on art. That's the kind of learning environment — one

sensitive to the needs of individual students — she is working to create.

By SHIRLEY A. WHITE
WEST PALM BEACH, FLA.,
CORRESPONDENT

Photo by LINDA ST. HILAIRE

technical support students re-
ceive practical training by assist-
ing her with her tasks. Trouble-
shooting skills are a large part of
what each student learns. When
problems arise, the students are
usually the ones who come to the
rescue and resolve the difficul-
ties. In Ms. Garrard’s class, stu-
dents and teacher learn together.

At Roosevelt, Ms. Garrard
promoted a problem-solving lab
based on the Scan Competency
Program, the U.S. Education
Secretary’'s Commission on
Achieving Necessary Skills. The
lab gives students real-life prob-
lems to solve as a group, such as
finding a way to reduce the cost
of lighting the school building.
Students test their solution by
implementing it in special com-
puter software that gives them
feedback on the outcome. To Ms.
Garrard — and the students —
this is meaningful education.

“The lab simulates real life
business practice,” Ms. Garrard
says. “Even though it's simu-
lated instead of real-world, the
lab gives the students a sample
of real-life problem solving and
helps to develop their skills in
this area. | believe I'm going in
the right direction.”

Ms. Garrard’s care for her
students — and the support of
Mr. Thompson — have helped
her overcome her own lack of
confidence and driven her to
strive even more on their behalf.
As Mr. Thompson once told her,
a teacher can help 30 students,
but an administrator can affect

son has supported and encourson. Instead of reprimanding thdenge is time: she never hasn entire school. Ms. Garrard
aged her because he knows thatild and asking him to pay at-enough of it. Instead of gradingtook this to heart and went back
her heart is dedicated to the stutention to the lesson, she askegapers during her breaks, she’seto school to earn her master’s

t Roosevelt Middle dents’ happiness. “Anything him if he'd rather go to the areather helping a student or talking todegree, which will enable her to
School in West Palm Judy puts her mind to, she willmagnet school that focused ora parent. “When students come tovork in administration and ulti-

Beach, you’ll find accomplish,” he says.
children from many

cultures, children of the very
wealthy and the very poor.
You'll also find Judy Garrard,
an SGI-USA member and dedi |
cated teacher, fulfilling her -
heart’s desire: to foster the de;
velopment of each student.

That's a tall order, Ms. Gar-
rard knows — one that she can’|
fillalone. Fortunately for her and
her students, she has found
mentor and ally in Jack Thomp-§
son, Roosevelt’s principal.

Mr. Thompson has worked |g
with Ms. Garrard for 12 years,
and has watched her grow per®
sonally and professionally. Hef® / T
thinks of her as family. ' 7@

“She is just like my own InJudy Garrard’s class, students and teacher learn together.
daughter,” Mr. Thompson says.

Photo by LINDA ST. HILAIRE

art. [Rooseveltis a magnet schoaine with a problem,” she says, “Imately become a principal.

try to give them encouragement.” Roosevelt Middle School re-
She has always brought hercently received a National Mag-
work home, even while raising net School of Distinction award,
her own two children and beingwhich was given not only for the
active in her Buddhist practice. achievement of racial balance but
As the West Palm Beach Dis-for all the varied programs initi-
trict leader, she understands hovated at the school. As chairperson
important it is to support youth. for the school advisory commit-
“Itwas in the youth division that tee and past chairperson of the in-
I learned how to chant throughstructional innovation team, Ms.
my problems and win,” she saysGarrard had a large part in creat-
Ms. Garrard’s main focus is ing award-winning programs.
on technology, and she shares Mr. Thompson feels that Ms.
responsibility for the technical Garrard will rise in the school dis-
programs at Roosevelt. Whertrict because she has courage, pa-
Ms. Garrard was first put in tience, endurance and the ability
charge of technical support, she¢o work with diverse groups. “An
was not computer literate. Sheadministrator who can’t work
learned the basics from a colwith diverse populations, such as
league who soon left the schoolthe one at Roosevelt, will be in-
“After that, | struggled through, effective,” Mr. Thompson says.

“l find in Judy that which a fa-  One thing that Ms. Garrard specializing in math, science andising my Buddhist practice, de- Not long ago, Ms. Garrard
ther would be very happy to seewould like to accomplish is the technology.] The child was verytermination and seeking mind,”had an opportunity to apply for
his child really striving to be the creation of a learning environ-excited about the prospect. Hshe says. She recently comthe position of vice principal at
best she can be.” ment that's sensitive to the needsnade a portfolio from drawings pleted a course to become a celRoosevelt. After several inter-
At times when Ms. Garrard of each individual student. Foron his bedroom wall and was actified Novell administrator. views, the School Board saw in
has felt intimidated by a parentexample, Ms. Garrard once saveepted into the new school. During each class period,her the right person for the job.
or another teacher, Mr. Thomp-a student doodling during a les- Ms. Garrard’s greatest chal-small groups of Ms. Garrard’s She accepted the offer. [
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A Battle Without End

‘It is easy to decry the United Natlons as powerless or unnecessary. But we
must first acquaint ourselves with the little-recognized struggles of those
visionary individuals who earnestly-fostered and protected the United
Nations, the parliament of humanity’ — Daisaku Ikeda

Aview of the U.N. Headquarters in New York. The World Federation of U.N. Associations has consistently worked
to bring the United Nations closer to the people, and the people closer to the United Nations.

SGI President lkeda gave the from this most esteemed peoharmony through initiatives get this tragedy.
ple’s organization. Thank youcentered around the United The great Bengali poet Ra-devilish nature that threatens the

following speech after
receiving a special
commendation from the World
Federation of U.N.

very much. Nations.

| understand that many of

WFUNA has constantly Toda never succumbed to exter-
striven to bring the United Na- nal pressure.
tions closer to the people and Asis stated in WFUNA' con-
people closer to the United Na-stitution, unless an unshakable
tions. For instance, WFUNA's force for peace is built on a moral
innovative philatelic program, alliance of humankind, we can-
issuing commemorative stampsot prevent the tragic recurrence
eachyear, has been instrumentalf war. As successor to Maki-
in promoting the United Nations guchi and Toda, | have always re-
to the world. This is but one ex-garded the groundless persecu-
ample of the creativity and inge-tions | have met as inevitable,
nuity of WFUNA, an organiza- and indeed | have perceived
tion that has always focused itshem as an honor. As a Buddhist
efforts on the people. Forscripture states, “Wise men and
decades, WFUNA and its dedi-saints are tested by abus&hge
cated members worldwide haveMajor Writings of Nichiren Dai-
worked tirelessly to create an alshonin vol. 1, p. 38).
liance of global citizens. Allow  The battle between good and
me to convey my heartfelt re-evil is without end. The insidi-
spect for these noble endeavorsus roots of narrow-minded na-

Itis easy to decry the Unitedtionalism and chauvinism still
Nations as powerless or un-have not been eradicated.
necessary. Butwe mustfirstac- | want to share with you
guaint ourselves with the little- President Halim’s greeting to
recognized struggles of thosemembers of the 6th SGI Youth
visionary individuals who Cultural Delegation to India
earnestly fostered and prodast year: “Young people must
tected the United Nations, thekeep a vigilant eye on the af-
parliament of humanity. fairs of the world and influence
WFUNA President Halim their countries through dia-
played an importantrole in thislogue. This is one of the rights
as the speaker of the legislativef youth.”
assembly of West Bengal. Dur-  Youth will change history
ing the war, the Japanese armwith their passionate voices of
inflicted inhuman suffering on conviction. Youth will forge a
the Bengalese, repeatedlypathintothe new century, speak-
bombing their region. The ing the truth with a penetrating
Japanese occupation of Burma&ourage and eloquence.
also halted rice imports from Forty years ago, the declara-
Burma to India. Bengal wastion against nuclear weapons of
subsequently afflicted with amy mentor, President Toda, was
serious famine in which mil- like the roar of alion. Using only
lions perished. | will never for- his voice, the power of speech,
he attacked — at its core — the

bindranath Tagore was quick tovery existence of humanity

| also count myself among detectthe dangerousrise of Japan- On Sept. 11, | spoke with Dr.
the delegates who attendedhose who believe that to rein-ese nationalism and sounded &Alanda, a professor at the Uni-

Associations at the SGI World WFUNA's inaugural confer- force and revitalize the Unitedstrident early warning. He wasversity of Denver, about India’s
Youth Peace General Meeting, ence in 1946 were courageoudlations it is essential to tran-particularly agered by the bla- “great soul,” Mahatma Gandhi.

at the Soka International
Friendship Hall, Sendagaya,
Tokyo, Sept. 13.

young men and women whoscend national interests andant betrayal of the pacifistOnce, an elderly farmer, who
had fought for their countriesbring together the goodwill of spirit of Shakyamuni that hehad the good fortune to meet
in resistance or undergroundhe people with the enthusiasnwitnessed among Japanese Budsandhi, was asked about his im-

movements during the war.of youth. Based on this belief, Idhist priests who mocked theirpression of the great leader. He
he Honorable PresidentMoving on from resistance tomade a number of frank propos{profession by actively cooperat-responded simply that Gandhi
Halim, Deputy Secre- the further challenge of con-als and requests to then—U.Ning with the militarists and sup-was a “big man.” When asked

tary General Sharma,structing peace — this never-Secretary-General

Boutrosporting the war of aggression. how big, the farmer laughed and

Professor Nanda, dis-ending spiritual struggle lives Boutros-Ghali. | suggested that At the height of this insane pe-stated proudly, “He was as big as

tinguished guests, ladies andn in WFUNA.
gentlemen:

in addition to talking with na- riod, Tsunesaburo Makiguchi,the Himalayas.” Then, with deep
To my great joy, young lead-tional leaders and governmenSoka Gakkai founder, champi-emotion, he said, “There is no

It is a great honor to receiveers of the new century from 500fficials, he should devote moreoning Buddhist pacifism and hu-one as big as him in the world
this commendation from the dis-countries and territories aretime to hearing the voices of themanism, opposed nationalismtoday.™
tinguished World Federation ofgathered here today. Togethepeople and providing opportu-head-on. He subsequently died in | firmly believe and expect
U.N. Associations. | wish to ex- with these bright young suc-nities for dialogue with youth prison for his convictions. Joseithat the young people here today

press my sincerest appreciationcessors, | pledge that the SGand students.
In the chaotic period immedi- will continue its efforts to sup-

Toda, his disciple and second Sokevill surmount all hardships and

It has been said that from theGakkai president, was also im-rials, grow into towering indi-

ately after World War Il, WFUNA port the United Nations andtop, one can only see 30 percentrisoned for opposing militarism. viduals and, just like the Hi-
quickly launched a people’scontribute to a peaceful world.of a given situation. From below,He was released just around thenalayan mountain range, forge

movement for the United Nations,

| have consistently advo-though, from the grass roots, onéime the U.N. Charter was beingthemselves into capable individ-

showing itself to be a great pio-cated the resolution of globalcan see about 70 percent. A lopromulgated. Standing in the devuals for peace in the 21st century.

neer of peace. WFUNA remainsissues centering on the Uniteccan be seen from the people'sstated ruins of a defeated nation,

a model and source of inspiraNations and have taken actiorperspective.

tion for all nongovernmental based on this premise. Despite Last June, on a visit to themovement of the Soka Gakkai.
organizations around the world the difficulties that beset theU.N. Headquarters in New York,
Itis with deep pride and humil- United Nations, | believe that| enjoyed a candid exchange ofvas strong and solid, it becam91
ity that |, together with my fel- the only sure path of peace andiews with top officials on the vi- the target of malicious attacks

| conclude my speech with my
he set out to rebuild the people’'prayers for the continued success
of WFUNA as we advance to-
Since the organization he builtward a U.N. renaissance. I

This episode appears ifatsuo
' Morimoto, Gandi to Tagoru

low SGI members around thehumanism for our world lies in sion of a United Nations sup-with opponents denouncingitas (Gandhi and Tagore) (Tokyo:

globe, accept today’s honorpursuing dialogue and forgingported by the people.

militaristic. However, President Daisan Bummeisha, 1995), p. 109.
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Chuck Yeager in front of a mock-up of the Bell X-1 jet in which he broke the sound barrier in 1947.

The Right Place

Chuck Yeager

says he was just

in the right
place at the

right time when

he broke the
sound barrier
50 years ago. To
him, history is
what happens
when you're
doing what you
said you'd do.

By TERRY ELLIS

CONTRIBUTING EDITOR

ifty years ago, Chuck Yeager
opened the doors to space travel
by proving that a man could fly
faster than the speed of sound.
Over Rogers Dry Lake in California, he
piloted an experimental straight-wing
plane called the X-1 at 662 miles per
hour, and kept it in control despite the
battering effects of shock waves.

But on that day, Oct. 14, 1947, Yea-
ger didn't realize the significance of
what he was doing. For a young man
who had grown up in the backwoods of
West Virginia, making history or even
setting speed records never was the goal.
“I flew the X-1 because it was my duty,”
says Yeager, in a voice that’s both play-
ful and forceful in its sincerity.

Born in Myra, W.Va., on Feb. 13,
1923, Charles Elwood Yeager was raised
on respect. Hal and Susie Yeager's chief
lesson, as their son remembers it, mir-
rored that of the Boy Scouts. “They
taught me to honor my flag and my coun-
try, and that duty came above all else.”
Duty, he explains, “is justa commitment
you have and you make.... Your word
was your bond and if you start some-
thing, you finish it.”

As for making history, he says, “I
was just in the right place at the right
time.”

Yeager joined the Army Air Force after
graduating from high school in 1941. A
flight officer during the war in Europe, he
flew 64 missions and shot down 13 Ger-
man aircraft. He was shot down himself
over Germany, and with the help of the
French Underground, made his way
across the Pyrenees Mountains to Spain.
Then as now, death wasn’'t something he
feared.

“If you get killed, you don’t know —
so what difference does it make,” says
Yeager. He’s laughing, playful again,
then quickly turns serious. “We lost a lot
of guys over there during the war. You
hope you're going to live, but when you
find out you don’t have control over the
outcome — you just concentrate on
what you're doing and you don't think
about it.”

He approached his work after the war
as a test pilot — a job he volunteered for
— the same way.

“I've been flying for 55 years and one
month,” says Yeager. But he says the F-
15 he piloted on Oct. 14, 1997, at Ed-
wards Air Force Base will be his last.
He'll still fly smaller “Mustangs” in air
shows, he says, but no more of these bar-
rier-crashing models.

“It interferes with my fishing and
hunting,” he laughs.

If anything, this is the real Chuck
Yeager. At 74, he’s still backpacking and
camping in the High Sierras of Califor-
nia — something he’s also been doing
for 50 years. Still cooking golden trout
in a skillet over a campfire, the way he
learned in the Boy Scouts years ago.

“Besides, it's best to go out on top
while I'm in good shape,” he says, “to
keep someone from grounding mii
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(Left) San Francisco teens combine forces for a watermelon-eating contest. (Below) Making
friends was the name of the game during the weekend 'Break Away.’
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Redwood Forest ’Breal{way’ Breaks

New Ground for San Francisco Teens

" Correspondent
Aug. 29-Sept. 1, San Francisco

ur “Labor Day Break

Away!” — held during

Labor Day Weekend —
was a milestone in the growth of
the junior high and high school
divisions in the San Francisco
Bay Area. With more than 100
students and staff participating,
our camping trip was a complete
success.

Our campsite, located in the
beautiful north coast Redwood
forest of Casadero, Calif., inspired
meaningful dialogue on Bud-
dhism and on life. So many con-
spicuous and inconspicuous ad-
vancements have been made
because of this trip. It is clear
that the results from this activity
will be felt in our divisions for
years to come.

Because of the success of our
March 16 campaign this year, we

learned that junior high and high
school students could be en-
trusted with responsibilities in
planning and preparation. In
comparison to past activities, pri-
marily planned and developed by
the older youth division staff, the
camping trip was organized,
planned and carried out with
tremendous action by the stu-
dents themselves.

Planning meetings for the event
began in May and were attended
and led by student volunteers
from the very beginning. From the
initial brainstorm to the end re-
sult of the five study presenta-
tions made during the camping
trip, the students were the center
of the decision-making. Our
youth division staff stepped back,
encouraging the students to take
a giant step forward.

Throughout the camping trip,
one could sense a strong founda-
tion of cooperation and unity
among the staff and partici-

pants. Everyone had developed
and planned the activity to-
gether, through consensus and
respect. The event staff formed
deep relationships with one an-
other and the students, so much
so that many of the impressions
by the students shared on the
last day of the trip were words of
appreciation to the youth divi-
sion supporters.

The wisdom and conviction of
the students were apparent. Many
truly understand Buddhism,
showing absolute happiness and
excitement in their lives. | have
been participating in activities
since my teenage years, but I
don’t think I have ever encoun-
tered so many teens wanting to
read the Gosho or to discuss phi-
losophy. This has much to do
with the forming of the junior
high and high school divisions in
1993. After four years, the stu-
dents who have had this consis-
tent nourishment, even for a

short period, have shown that age
has nothing to do with faith and
passion for kosen-rufu.

From this trip, more than ever,
I felt that the junior high and
high school divisions are the
most important groups for the fu-
ture of the SGI. My wish is to in-
crease the four-divisional support
for these divisions.

I witnessed the first wave of
young fighters for kosen-rufu
this weekend, and I await the
continuing growth in the coming
years. After next year, at the
brink of the new century, the
first generation of members who
have spent their entire teenage
years in the SGI-USA junior high
and high school divisions will go
out into society.

. This is an exciting beginning we

" have had.

SEE PAGE 3 FOR MORE IMPRESSIONS AND PHOTOS
ON SAN FRANCISCO'S ‘BREAK AWAY’ WEEKEND.
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Grandma’s Poem

By JACKLYN OTTINGER

Look a Little Deeper

By JACKLYN OTTINGER .

Patience is a virtue,

Yes, this much is true.

And I don'’t think there’s more of it,
Than what is found in you.

We were all searching

For a guiding light.

And we found one

Just when there was no end in sight.

Kindness is the best gift,

That anyone can give.

And I know you've given plenty
To all of your grandkids.

Through our practice

We have found

Something to help us

And keep our minds sound.

We are normal people, Strength is important,

As are you. Both in heart and soul.

Yet you judge us And you pass it on to us,

For what we say and do. As we learn and grow.

No one makes fun Love; it keeps it all together,
Of those who pray. And is most important of all,
Yet, when we chant, You have given so much of it.
You have something to say. To me and to us all.

You may think we're different,

Maybe even strange.

But you can’t judge a book by its cover.
You must look at the inner page.

So next time you meet with Buddhists,
Don’t shun them or push them away.
Just look a little deeper,

And you may feel a different way.

Add it all together,

And you will finally know,
What makes up a grandma,
The one that I love so.

My name is Stephanie Terao.
I'm 11 years old and finish-
ing fifth grade. I live in
Evanston, Ill. I like to act in
plays and I recently finished
a production of Beauty and
the Beast. Last year I got an
award for leadership, citizen-
ship and sportsmanship. I
like cows, science, reading,
pizza and art. My mom
makes me and my sister
chant every day.

Stephanie Terao

My name is Naomi and I'm
12 years old. I've been danc-
ing for about four years and |
hope to become better by
practicing and chanting
daimoku. ['ve been dancing
in Music Corps for about a
year and a half as well. |
enjoy it very much.

Naomi Miyake

Hi! My name is Clement
Chau. I'm 15 years old and
live in Buffalo Grove. I just
finished my freshman year
of high school. I'm doing
pretty well in school, and 1
want to be a teacher when |
grow up. I like to play the
piano, use the computer

Clement Chau

Greetings

From Chicago

Hello everyone! The youth division of
Chicago Joint Territory, Territory #3,
Great Lakes Headquarters meet
monthly to discuss Buddhism. For our
June meeting, the teens decided to
send in individual mini-biographies for
the “Teen Times." In this way, we
hope to connect with youth in other
areas and someday meet all of you. |

and watch television. I
have been playing the
piano for five years and re-
ally enjoy it. I came from
Hong Kong two years ago.
it's been a big change for
me and | hope I will do well
in the future.

My name is Justin Shields.
I'm 11 and have been prac-
ticing all my life. When I
grow up 1 want to be a
computer animator.

Hi! My name is Melissa
Frawley. I'm 19 years old
and just finished my first
year of college. I'm studying
to one day become a doctor.
I'm really into sports. My
favorite is softball. I'm also
in Music Corps, and one
day we are going to be the
biggest group around. So
watch out for the Chicago
youth division!

My name is Peter
Woodruff. I am from
Chicago. I love video
games. When I grow up |
will become an artist.

Justin Shields

Melissa Frawley

Peter Woodruff
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SUPPORTER'S IMPRESSION
1 Was Inspired

By LUIS MEYRELES

" fter months of preparation,

Ahundreds of phone calls
and several fundraisers for

the campout, the Labor Day
weekend was upon us. My expec-
tation as a junior high and high
school division staff, based on ex-
periences with past campouts,
was to be prepared for anything.
This meant becoming a big ball of
Buddhahood influencing — not
controlling — these young lions.

I remember the very first cam-
pout: frustration and staff chas-
ing after our young lions into the
next morning. Yet we survived.

For a year and a half I went off to
school and was disconnected from
the junior high and high school
movement here in the Bay Area.
You never know just how far you
have strayed from truly practicing
among the people until reminded of
your mission and you redetermine
to fulfill it. The last thing I ex-
pected, however, was to have such
an experience at a campout. I could
see the efforts made by the student
leaders in the 87 young lions who
attended the trip, in the brilliant
humanity they exuded. In all the
discussions | attended, [ was im-
pressed by how humanistic their
values and concerns were.

To see a group of young women
and men so full of hope for the fu-
ture, struggling against their ob-
stacles, and to hear of their victo-
ries, inspired in me renewed hope
and a sense of mission. My thanks
to the junior high and high school
students — truly you are young
lions — and congratulations to the
graduating leaders of the junior
high and high school divisions on
your efforts and victory.

Photo by PAUL ONEILL

Humor plays an important part in art projects.

Teen ImPRrEssions FroM THE ‘BREAK AWAY’ CAMPOUT

‘l Made Many New Friends’

Siobahn Boland, 15: The Labor Day Break
Away has become a memory 1 will cherish all my
life. I made friends and connections that will only
be a benefit to my life.

I have a much deeper understanding of the ori-
gins of this Buddhism and how I can get more out
of my practice. In the past few weeks I have told
three people about Buddhism, and the knowledge
I have gained came into direct use. I feel that
these opportunities have come BECAUSE of the
cause | made going on this trip.

In a recent lecture, Youth Division Chief Ed
Feasel said that the love between husband and
wife and among family are real, but the love
among comrades who share a noble goal is the
most profound. These are exactly my feelings
about this trip and the SGI.

Sachiyo lkeda, 18: 1 thought that this
year's camping trip was a great success! I could
see all the efforts that the staff and junior high
and high school members had put in every activ-
ity. I really feel that I have léarned many things
about this Buddhism, the Soka Gakkai and our

visions for the future through the study sessions.
At the same time, I enjoyed myself playing games
with others, seeing the talents of others and tie
dyeing! I also had many chances to talk with
members whom I didn’t know. People were very
friendly and I made many new friends. | saw many
others making a strong bond of friendship, too. If
we have another camping trip like this next year, I
want to be more involved in the planning part!

Jun Munekata, 17: this camping trip
taught me so much about life. It made me realize
that we are all one, and everybody is fighting in
their daily lives for kosen-rufu. It also made me
realize the importance of friends and our leaders
in this organization as well as outside the organi-
zation. Ever since the camp, I'm able to focus
more on gongyo by trying to understand it.

The study discussions motivated me to learn
more about this Buddhism and it increased the
craving | had to learn more about life as a Bud-
dhist. The time we had at the camping trip was
one of the best times of my life, and it was a good
memory that [ know I will treasure forever. TT|

amoment just to hang with friends. It was, after all, a weekend of friendship.

alfin
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NO ARTICLE VIEW AVAILABLE

. By SAYNA PEVELER
Seattle

The following essay was written
as a school assignment and was
inspired by photos in the book The
Family of Man.

he deep music flows
I throughout the streets,
coming out of the place on
the corner. Blues Palace, where
everyone comes out a different
person, crazier and more wonder-
ful than ever before. The music
has soaked into their souls and
taken over their bodies. They walk
down the street with hips shakin’
and voices carrying all around the
city. About a block down, there’'s
a man playing his one-man-show.
His deep voice mixes with the
warm, muggy night. Every word
that comes out of his mouth
comes from deep down in his
soul.
Look across the street, and

there are two young boys, best
friends, each with a different color
skin. They're watching everyone
else and keeping their eyes out for
the cops, making sure they aren’t
going to ask them where their
parents are. The two boys start a
race. Who can get to the corner
first? They get to the corner and
run into a group of teenagers, two
girls and two guys. They're all
dressed up, the girls in elegant
dresses, the guys in handsome
tuxedoes. Perhaps they're coming
back from a party. Maybe they're
going to see the one-man-show.

The two friends cross the street
and walk by two old, rich-looking
women wearing fancy fur coats
and plenty of pearls and dia-
monds. They don't look happy.
They look very sad. Has it ruined
their lives? Maybe. But they keep
going. They see three young kids
playing cards. They stop to watch.
Two of the kids are fighting over
the rules of the game. Their hands
are so small compared to the
cards. Their parents are probably
at the Blues Palace, dancing the
night away and have left their
children to find out how to live

their own lives.

Right outside the front door of
the club, two men are talking
about their new lives, how things
have changed after being fired
from their jobs. Their faces are
worn with all the hard work of
their years. What are they going
to do? At least they’ll survive.
They're strong.

Life sure is crazy. Look at all
these people and their lives.
They’re all so different. There are
sad people and happy people.
People singing and playing out
their whole lives to other people
on the street, just for a couple
bucks, to live. What do those kids
think about when they’re on the
street? Whatever the circum-
stances, they try to have as much
fun as they can. They have each
other to count on. Were those
women once happy? Maybe when
they were little kids: Maybe they
had the best life a kid could buy.

Well, that’s the music of life,h

e STUDY - STU

New York

ov. 18 is known as the day

of the Soka Gakkai. It also

marks the memorial of
Tsunesaburo Makiguchi, the first
president of the Soka Gakkai,
founded in 1930.

Why do we celebrate this his-
toric date in the SGI-USA? I have
always heard that President
Makiguchi was a “martyr,” mean-
ing that he died for a cause. A
friend of mine expressed to me
that a noble person “lives,” not
dies, for a cause. Such people are
ready to take on whatever chal-
lenges come their way, good or
bad, for the sake of their beliefs.
Makiguchi was a humanistic
teacher because he lived his life
based on the fundamental law of
value. Makiguchi was in fact a
courageous person who stood up
for his beliefs.

in Japan during World War I,
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Is

Up To Us

the Japanese government re- .
stricted the peoples’ religious
rights by promoting Shintoism as
the national religion. Makiguchi
and his disciple, Josei Toda, were
arrested and imprisoned in 1943
for being “thought criminals” be-
cause they would not compromise
their beliefs as practitioners of
Nichiren Daishonin’s Buddhism,
nor would they join the war effort
imposed by the Japanese govern-
ment (SGI-USA, “A Buddhist
Movement for Peace, Culture and
Education,” 1996, pamphlet).
Makiguchi died in prison at age
73 from malnutrition. It is be-
cause of Makiguchi’'s and Toda’s

commitment to their beliefs that
we celebrate Nov. 18.

The Mentor and Disciple
Relationship

Being a student of the junior
high and high school divisions, it
is easy to relate to the mentor
and disciple relationship because
we are familiar with the concepts
of the teacher-student relation-
ship on a daily basis. Makiguchi
himself was a teacher and princi-
pal who felt that “Helping us
learn to live as creators of value
is the purpose of education” (Edu-
cation for Creative Living. Ideas
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and Proposals of Tsunesaburo
Makiguchi, p 54).

SGI President Ikeda is showing
us how to be a No. 1 student
through his words and actions.
He is fulfilling the dream of his
teacher, Josei Toda, second presi-
dent of the Soka Gakkai, by en-
couraging us to share the Daisho-
nin’s Buddhism throughout the
world by means of peace, culture
and education (c.f., Fundamen-
tals of Buddhism, p. 156). It is up
to us to do our best to understand
our teacher’s heart and take bold
action for the future of our kosen-
rufu movement.

Questions for seeking minds:

1. What is the purpose of educa-
tion?

2. What is the role cof the teacher
and student?

3. How can we reply to President
Tkeda and become great stu-
dents in life?



