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1998 Theme: Victory of the People
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major ideas: victory over the ob-the Nikken sect, which is out tothus making friends in the com-
stacles to our peace movementlestroy the SGI — and defeatingmunity — all these serve to prop-
victory in our propagation cam-them is the victory of faith, the agate Buddhism, he said.
Nineteen-ninety-eight will be paign, and victory at home, atvictory of the people, he said. Finally, victory in our lives is
another year of victory for SGI work, in the community and in ~ Second, the SGl is an organi<rucial. Life is a serious battle in
members around the world. At aour lives. zation dedicated to the people’svhich we either win or lose, and
recent meeting in Japan, the SGI Talking about victory over ob- happiness, so its efforts to spreathost important, we must win
announced that its theme forstacles, Mr. Akiya said that ourBuddhism are its lifeline, he over ourselves, he said. By win-
next year will be Year of Victory movement to widely spread thesaid. Prayers for our friends, enning over our personal worries
of the People for the New Cen-teachings of Buddhism is an un-couragement, promotion of pub-one by one, we can develop our-
tury. SGI Deputy Presidentceasing battle against devilisHications to help people deeperselves as human beings, gaining
Einosuke Akiya explained thatforces. Seeing such devilishfunctheir understanding of Bud-wisdom and strengthening our
the theme encompasses thretions for what they are — such aglhism, and contributing to andcharacter, he concluded. Tm
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SGI President
Meets Peace
Activist

Dr. Krieger

The SGI's stance against nucl
weaponry is gaining praise
years after second Soka Gak
president Josei Toda first call
for world disarmament. To co . =
memorate the 40th anniversar . -
of Toda’s Declaration for th
Abolition of Nuclear Weapon
the Santa Barbara, Calif.-bas
Nuclear Age Peace Foundati
bestowed upon the SGI organi
zation and SGI President Ike
a certificate of commendation
Sept. 14.

9-24.

A N

tion President David Kriege
(see interview, p. 5) present
the accolade to President Ikeda
along with the international
peace organization’s Peace Al
bassador award, at the close|q
the World Youth Peace Music
Festival in Yokohama, Japal
(Yokohama is where Preside
Toda made his anti-nuclear det
claration.)

The Certificate of Commen-
dation, read by Dr. Krieger,
stated: “The Nuclear Age Peace
Foundation extends its deep ap
preciation to Soka Gakkai In-
ternational and President
Daisaku lkeda for continuin
and diligent efforts to realiz
Josei Toda’s vision of a worl
free of nuclear weapons and z
transformation of the human
spirit to bring about a just an
lasting peace. We look forward
to joining our efforts in workin
to achieve these noble goals.
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The exhibition features two-tiered panels, with the lower panels designed

pLEASE SEE KRIEGER, 4 | for children to touch and play with as they learn.

To mark the opening of the SGI-USA's children’s rights exhibition, a music festival is held in the courtyard of the
Nuclear Age Peace FoundaXNational Civil Rights Museum, the former Lorraine Motel where Martin Luther King Jr. was assassinated.
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«Civil Rights Museum Hosts Children’s Exhibit

By RICHARD SADLER

CORRESPONDENT
Memphis, Tenn., Sept. 27

The SGI-USA's newly refur-
bished children’s rights exhibi-
tion opened its 15-city tour today
at the National Civil Rights Mu-
seum, which is located at the site
of Martin Luther King Jr.’s 1968
assassination.

The exhibit, which was first
shown in New York in June 1996,
was created by the SGI-USA
Youth Peace Conference to com-
memorate the 50th anniversary
of UNICEF. Titled “Treasuring
the Future: Children’s Rights and
Realities,” the exhibit drew in-
spiration from the U.N. Conven-
tion on the Rights of the Child.
The 30 panels have upper and
lower portions, the lower section
employing easy to understand

pLEASE SEE CHILDREN, 4
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OPINION

VOICES

As a Buddhist, how do you take
responsibility for your community?

Members from Texas Joint Territory respond:

| take responsibility for the community by
working as a volunteer in my son’s schoo.
Itis a brand new charter school, and for the
first few weeks, the kids didn’t even have
desks and were sitting on the floor. The
have to go to lunch in a separate buildin
and | go at lunch time to help supervis
them. As a Buddhist, | believe that kids ar
the key to the future, and that by supporting them, lam s
porting the community.

y
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— TERRY MASSEY, Dallas

Through studying SGI President Ikeda’
guidance, | realize more and more how im
portant “the moment” is; that life is mo-
ment to moment, and Buddhism is life. My
community is where | am at, at that mo
ment. There are no boundaries. So | try

really see every person | come in conta
with — at the grocery store, restaurant, @
the lady or gentleman who gives me change at the toll bo
— to really see them, to smile and say a few words, even

is just thank you, from the heart, to refresh their lives, to bu
bridges of trust.

(o]
ct
r

ild
— EVE GOH, Dallas

| have stayed involved with the children in
my area — on my block — and estab-
lished a good rapport with them. Because
| have done this, they come to me when
they get into trouble. | also chant for the
protection and happiness of everyone in
my environment. As a college student, ||
chantto bein classes in which there is op

&N

communication,

work together.
— YONWI BELL, Dallas

| take responsibility for my community by
trying to encourage each individual with
whom | come in contact — even just say
ing hello to my neighbors or asking peo
ple how they are doing. | think, as a Bud
dhistin this society, starting up a dialogu
with people in my community and trying
to create an atmosphere of understandi
and friendship are most important.

— CLIFF WOMACK, Dallas

]

ng

I really enjoy taking responsibility for my community by pro-
viding childcare support. | have many friends who are mostly
single parents and their work schedules do not allow them|th¢
time needed to be available for their children either in the
mornings or afternoons.

— HELEN FISHER, Dallas

If you have suggestions for “Voices” or “Question of the
Month” questions, please send them to us. Our address
is in the box at right.
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Nikken believes members
would be willing to go through a

Excommunicating the Excommunicated
try it again.” This must be what humiliating ordeal to leave the

EDITORIAL
Nikken and priests supporting Gakkai and join him. A Sept. 30

him were thinking when they announced Oct. themo from the Administrative Office explains the
that all Soka Gakkai members in Japan have urgiep-by-step process of how priests intend to divide
Nov. 30 to leave the Soka Gakkai — or else losgny members who switch to the temple into two
their “believer-status within Nichiren Shoshu.” camps: Those who have not received the Nichikan-

This was a bit bewildering to the millions oftranscribed Gohonzon from the SGI and those who
Gakkai members who remember Nichiren Shostnave.
excommunicating them six years ago. Although Those who haven't must sign a pledge that
the priesthood has argued that only the organizeads in part, “I deeply repent of the sin of having
tion was excommunicated on Nov. 28, 1991, ngiined slanderous people and offer my sincerest
the individual members, this technicality haapology.” Those who have, after surrendering the
never made much sense to Gakkai members. Aftéichikan-transcribed Gohonzon to the temple,
all, the Soka Gakkai organizatiesits members. must sign a similar pledge, but “the sin of having
You can’t separate the two. joined slanderous people”is replaced by “the slan-
Nov. 28, which SGI President Ikeda has calleder of possessing the ‘counterfeit’ Gohonzon.”
Soka Gakkai Independence Day, commemoratésey must also submit to what the temple is call-
the excommunication of 10 million people byng a ceremony of admonishment before being al-
1,000 Nichiren Shoshu priests. lowed back on the temple roster.

So why would the priests try to scare members Both pledge forms also contain the ominous
with excommunication again? The Oct. 3 issue pfovision that “in the event that | should run counter
theSeikyo Shimbuythe Soka Gakkai’s daily news-to the above pledge, | will accept whatever action
paper, suggested a couple reasons: First, Nikkgwu wish to take against me.”
needs to increase temple members if he's to makelt’s unclear yet how temples in America will
his goal of 100,000 participants for a pilgrimageespond to Nichiren Shoshu’s new direction in
next March. Japan, but already the Oct. 1 notice has been

Second, he’s using any means possible to shifanslated into English and posted on the Inter-
attention away from the Seattle Incident trial. Inet. Some Japanese members here who have ties

xcommunicating them the
first time didn’t work. Let’s

otHfact, Nikken announced this new “get-thetotemplesin Japan have received the notice in the
f itGakkai” campaign to the priesthood at an ememail.

gency meeting on Sept. 29, the same day theNo doubt, in America, too, there will be a re-
Tokyo District Court ordered him to testify abouhewed effort to try to scare people with the word
the incident (see Oct. 10/orld Tribune p. 1). excommunicationBut as SGI President lkeda
Nichiren Shoshu quickly tried to downplay theommented in 1991, just after the first excom-
significance of the order. A Sept. 30 notice saithunication: “I can't for the life of me figure out
that Nikken had “graciously expressed his intemthatexcommunicatiohas to do with Buddhism.
to positively respond to the judge’s request,” bdthe word itself appears nowhere in the Gosho or
this was not a “request” — it was a court order.the Lotus Sutra.” Indeed, Nichiren Shoshu’s plan
Nikken may have many reasons for initiatingo excommunicate the Gakkai a second time is a
this new attack on the Gakkai, but he has only onempelling reconfirmation that it no longer has
strategy: to employ scare tactics. “It is indeeanything to do with Buddhism.
foolish to close off your way to enlightenment by Fear is born of ignorance, so the more we study

in which we as students can connect anctontinuing your slanderous association with thend discuss the Daishonin’s Buddhism and the

Soka Gakkai...,” the temple’s Administrative Ofessence of this temple issue with one another, the
fice declared Oct. 1. “Now is the time for you tdess we will be influenced by such empty threats
sever your evil ties with the Soka Gakkai andfdamnation. SGI-USA members who know that
carry out your pure faith as lay believers ofiappiness comes from devotion to their faith and
Nichiren Shoshu.” Such fire and brimstone isot to priestly authority will see the meaning-
bound to backfire. lessness of this latest excommunication. [
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OPINION

WORLD TRIBUNE

MAILBOX

What Does It Take?

| appreciate Steve Piontek’s personal perspective on the
tor—disciple relationship (“It Takes Faith,” Sept. Mrld
Tribune. However, | think the editors should have made
clear that Mr. Piontek’s essay, like the others in the series
a personal perspective and not necessarily the view of
SGI-USA Study Department.

Like every element of Buddhist practice, the decision
take a mentor is personal and conscious. It doesn't take a
of faith. It is a matter of the heart and mind, but itis a choi
made with our eyes wide open.

When the young Daisaku Ikeda first encountered Jo
Toda, he responded wholeheartedly to a person he recogn
as having an understanding of life that he wished to she
Mr. Ikeda chose to follow this person who so strongly cor
municated his mastery of life as a human being.

He has since dedicated his own life to fulfilling everythin
Mr. Toda might have done had his physical condition not be
so weakened by the deprivation of a wartime Japanese pri
As a matter of fact, he has done more than his mentor cg
have done, thereby demonstrating the greatness of the n
tor through the actions of the disciple. A disciple embrag
the heart and soul of the mentor, not one or two ideas.

— GUY McCLOSKEY, Chicago

[Editor’s note: The intention of this series of 10 essays, “U
derstanding Mentor and Disciple,” is just as you say —
share personal perspectives on this important Buddhist ¢
cept. The Study Department does review all such study a
cles before publicatioh.

| thank theworld Tribuneand Steve Piontek for his excellen
article “It Takes Faith.” This article really clarified for me hoy
our Buddhist mentor—disciple relationship distinguishes
self from other traditions of mentoring and how we shou
approach this relationship.

| could identify with the writer’s honest confusion and re
sistance to this relationship. Throughout my eight years
practice, | have felt at times that the relationship was fois
upon me. The unique aspect of the mentor—disciple relati
ship that | have overlooked when | simply read SGI Presid
Ikeda’s guidance is that as a disciple | need to respond t
Those precious times that | have felt “connected” to Pre
dent Ikeda through this relationship have been times whe
have gained a much broader vision of my life and purpo
and broken through deadlocks.

Thank you again for reminding me that faith is the key
understanding this special relationship with President lke
And that my mission as a disciple is to find one or two of h
ideas or visions to make my own and thereby propel my |
into an area | never would have discovered otherwise.

— VICTORIA LEHRFELD, Menlo Park, Calif.

Letters printed here do not necessarily reflect the opinions
the SGI-USA or the/orld Tribune.

In the “Mailbox,” we will publish members’ comments
suggestions and questions as they pertain taW\tbed Tri-
bune.Because of volume, not all letters can be printed, b
they are all read. All letters are subject to condensation.

Please include signature, mailing address and telephg

number. Pseudonyms and initials will not be used. Send
ters to “Mailbox,” World Tribune, 525 Wilshire Boulevard,

Our Lives as Faith Itself

Smile. | should smile more mistakes allow me to repair crucial
often. It feels good to smile. | flaws within my character. In the
hope my smile will encourage amoment of any drama, | quickly
passenger to have a wonderfupull away and take a deep breath.
day. Nam-myoho-renge-kyo. Forexample, atadistrict dis-
Cool. | am really enjoying this. cussion meeting a few months

Last night, as we were dis-ago, | sort of forgot President
cussing this point of our life aslkeda’s lesson about having
one activity, Deb and Denisecompassion for the members. |
had a lot to share. was so excited after the meeting

Deb said: “I try to offer a that | approached T— with
child a piece of candy. | do my“mad” energy, asking him to
best to be patient with my bossparticipate in our next youth di-
even when he is being unreavision activity. In short, he
sonable. Every day, | chant tobrushed me aside, disgusted by
fulfill my desires through my approach.
ized daimoku. Also, | am sincerely  Quite honestly, T— had every
1reReminiscing over my incred- praying that my family, friends right to brush me off, because |
m- ible discussion last night and co-workers will soon prac-did not ask even simple questions

with Denise and Deb over cof-tice this Buddhism.” like: “Hey, man, what's going
g fee at Starbucks Cafe. We talked We all agreed that every activ-on?” “How are you doing?”
enabout a lot of exciting stuff. Our ity begins with word, thought and “When can we get together?”
sortopic of discussion was how wedeed. “Our activities are fueled | felt that | failed T—, Presi-
uletan “live our lives as one com-through the pulse of the humardent lkeda and myself. ‘Cause
nemplete SGI activity.” heart,” Deb concluded. how can | expect to keep good
es “Wow,”|said. Itisamazingto  Denise shared that daimokufriends in faith if | cannot ac-

think that | can live my life as oneis in all aspects of her life. Sheknowledge their well being? |

fulfilled SGI activity. No more also said that “Buddhism is notmust try harder as a friend and

separating my responsibilities as light switch that we conve- leader. Thatis why | must joyfully
n- a young men’s division chapterniently turn on and off. If we digest my mentor’s teaching to
to leader, doing two consecutivecontinually say, ‘Daisaku lkeda not allow “the Daishonin’s words
bn-Gajokai shifts a month, being ais our mentor, then we need toto wither” and wholeheartedly
artifilmmaker/writer, and desiring to confidently show actual proof have compassion for people.
find the right woman for my life. of the mentor’s teaching.” No matter what, | must win
“Yes, they are all one activity, all  Well, | have to say honestlyand overcome my shortcom-
t right!” I must have forgotten that that living the mentor’s teachingings. Although | am not perfect,
vV our practice is a continuous jour-is not easy. Recently, | have had want to help eradicate misery
it- ney of self-improvement, break-amazing moments interactingfrom the planet. Today and on-
Id ing through our limitations and with people, confronting my ward, | am determined to de-
embracing people. self-slander and learning fromvelop wisdom through faith,

For example, here | am writ-my mistakes. practice and study.
ofing in my journal, riding the A SGI President lkeda has said: By the end of 1997, | will suc-
edtrain express to work and look-“By challenging an enormouscessfully accomplish all of my
oning around the subway car.goal head-on, youth can brealpersonal and organization targets,
entFirst, | see passengers who arthrough their limitations and re-so | can collectively secure the
0 ittired, sipping from coffee cupsalize tremendous growth” (April foundation of kosen-rufu in New
si-and reading newspapers. Som&8World Tribunep. 10). Putting York City. | guess this is a short
2n people look worried, as othershis guidance into practice, | haveexample of how | will try to “live
selook quite happy. Itis amazingbeen fighting my negativity my life as one SGI activity.”
how the sad faces outnumbethrough studying, writing, shoot- ~ Oh, shoot...my stop is coming
to the happy faces. | think it's ing my short film and having dia- up. OK, it's 14th Streetand 8th Av-
datime to do ma’thing.... | think logue. Funny how the dialoguesenue. Now | am ready for work.
is I'm gonna smile! and unconsciously making silly  Peace, ya'll. W1l
ife

By CHUCK GOMEZ

en- NEW YORK

it Faith is deep self-awareness.

,idaith is unshakable

the&onviction. Faith is rich
character. Faith is a strong

to Sense of responsibility.

ea@\pril 11 World Tribune, p. 13)

ce
7:18 a.m.:Riding the A train to
seiwork. Running on time.

Call: 1 (800) 835-4558

of

subsc ribe Get the World Tribune home delivered
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OUESHON m: THE Mﬂ““‘l ‘At Thanksgiving time, what are you most

thankful for?’

ne
let

Santa Monica, CA 90401; or via America Online (SokaNews).|  Please be specific and limit your response to 50 words or less. All responses are subject to editing.
Please send your response and a face photo of yourself to: “Question of the Month,” World Tribune,

525 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica, Calif., 90401, or e-mail us at: SokaNews@aol.com.
Deadline: Oct. 27
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The SGI USAs children’s rights exhlbmon, newly refur ished and on a 15-city tour, draws inspiration from the U.N. Conventlon on the nghts of the hild.

Children's Exhibition Opens at Civil Rights Museum

CHILDREN, FroM PAGE 1 26, 1997, “Treasuring the Futureiout Tennessee together to per- “Very powerful! Informa-
Children’s Rights and Realitiesform with local entertainers. tive!” wrote Katherine Geeldant.
language and three-dimensionaDay” in the city. “l| was very im-  People not just from the “It grabs your attention by point-
displays that children can touchpressed with not only the exhibitUnited States but from around théng out injustices as well as the
and play with. butall those involved as well,” Mr. world toured the exhibition general apathy of our public
At today’s opening ceremony, Moody wrote in the guest book.recording their thoughts in thetoday. It only reinforces the need
speakers from UNICEF and the‘Much success will surely follow guest book. “It's great to haveto further education and lobbying
SGI-USA gave brief introductions this initiative.” such an exhibit focusing on chil-for needed justice.”
of their organizations. Dwight  The nextday, SGI-USAyouth dren worldwide,” wrote Laura  The exhibit will open Oct. 13
Moody, a representative fromsponsored a culture festival in thePietrangella of the Ghandi Insti-in Camden, N.J. Then it will show
Mayor Willie Herenton’s office, museum’s courtyard, whichtute. “l love how you let the chil- in Baltimore, Md., from Nov.
presented a plaque declaring Segbrought members from through-dren get involved in the exhibit.” 10-21. WT]

/ L
The Student Files

Name: Kiyoko Aoki

P

L

KRIEGER, FroM PAGE 1

Accepting the awards, the
SGl leader said he would con+
tinue fighting undauntedly as an
ambassador of peace. Presiden
Krieger asserted that he, too,

School:  Northwestern would continue to strive for
; ; peace as a comrade of Mr,

. UnlverS|ty . i lkeda’s. He further said that he
Major:  Computer Engineering would never forget the dazzling
City: Chicago smiles of the SGI members in

the music festival.

President Krieger recently
gave a talk on the 40th anniver
sary of Toda's declaration for
800 youth division members af

I am developing a Java program that wiitive attitude and confidence to overcome
allow for collaboration and distributedmy obstacles and develop myself.
visualization of geometric algorithms. As students, | feel we are truly follow-

However, my major project for my doc-ing the original intent of the Soka Kyoiku
torate will deal with developing a 3-D vi- Gakkai (Value-Creation Education Soci-
sualization tool for parallel geometricety, the original name). As we continue to
algorithms. develop our intellects, we should be at the
| tell school friends that | am a Bud-forefront of society, showing actual proof
dhist, but not in the stereotypical sense.df our practice so we can gain the under-
explain that by chanting | bring out mystanding and respect of those we come in
fullest potential, which gives me the poseontact with every day. W}

the 4th U.S.-Japan Youth Peac
General Meeting in Santa Mon-
ica, Calif. (see Aug. 2%Vorld
Tribung). After that talk, he
praised Toda and the first Soka
Gakkai president, Tsunesabur
Makiguchi, for “speaking out
against militarism and militant
nationalism — for not being
willing to just ‘go along’ with
such militarism....” I

;|
D
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Museum
Captures
Essence of
Civil Rights
Movement

MEMPHIS, TENN.,

CORRESPONDENT
The National Civil
Rights Museum at the
Lorraine Motel hereis an
educational institution
whose purpose is to in-
spire people to learn the
lessons of the civil rights
movement and its impact
on human rights move-
ments worldwide.

The museum uses in-
terpretive exhibits and
audio-visual displays to
bring to life a significant
period in modern Amer-
ican history, as well as
vignettes capturing the
essence of key events
during the civil rights
movement.

Exhibits focus on
such themes as the Mont-
gomery bus boycott,
Brown vs. the Board of
Education in Topeka,
Kans., the events at Cen-
tral High in Little Rock,
Ark., student sit-ins,
freedomrides, the march
on Washington and much
more.

Also chronicled are
the events of the 1968
Memphis sanitation
strike, during which the
Rev. Martin Luther King
Jr. was assassinated at the
Lorraine Motel. Rooms
306 and 307, where Dr.
King stayed during the
strike, have been pre-
served as they were on
April 4, 1968.

In addition to its reg-
ular exhibits, the mu-
seum continually spon-
sors exhibitions that
provide insight into
human struggles and tri-
umphs. Since it opened
in 1991, the National
Civil Rights Museum has
continued to serve as a
place where people from
all cultural backgrounds
can learn and be inspired
from the ongoing world-
wide struggle for civil
and human rights. o

)
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Many of the elite in society only want to talk to
each other — presidents want to talk to presidents,
congressmen want to talk to congressmen. But
they need to listen to the people....
that the people have to lead.

€

I'm convinced

they go as the cannon fodder.

INTERVIEW

I'd like to see one simple change in the way
society approaches warfare. I'd like to see that
when any country’s leaders declare war, that
they go first, that they go to the front lines, that

Do Somethmg Positive

David Krieger is the founder
and president of the Nuclear
Age Peace Foundation, a
leading anti-nuclear
organization based in Santa
Barbara, Calif. Jeff Farr,

Photo by GREGORY NAKASUJI

JF: During the Cold War years,

it seems that young people ha
agreater awareness about disa|
mament. I’'m wondering what
steps you think we can take tq

but | might have. It would have
been my choice if the only other
choice was fighting in Vietnam.
| think that society does a ter-
rible thing to young people, par-
ticularly young men, when we

increase young people’s aware
ness today. :

train them to be soldiers. What
that really means is that we train
them to be cannon fodder. We
train them to be the people who
areinthe frontlines, who we send
out to kill and be killed if there’s
awar.

I'd like to see one simple
change in the way society ap-
proaches warfare. I'd like to see
that when any country’s leaders
declare war, that they go first, that
Krieger: The firstinfluence was arsenals where they are undeway we’re going to end the nu-lieve that could happen. they go to the front lines, that
visiting Hiroshima, Japan, whencontrol. clear weapons erais by people all they go as the cannon fodder. |
| was relatively young. | was 21 | think what needs to be doneover the world speaking out andKrieger: It's not so easy for old want the leaders out in front. |
at the time, and | remembeffirst is to raise awareness thatlemanding this. | am convincedpeople to believe that could hapdon’t want them sitting home
going to the museum [Hiroshimapeople need to speak out on thedbat the people have to lead.  pen either! What would | say tocomfortably someplace, while
Atom Bomb Peace Memorial] issues, and | think most young Maybe the sunflower [symbol that? | would say that you havethe young people are dying.
and thinking: “This is what hap- people have a very superficialunof a nuclear weapons—freeto have a certain amount of faith. During the Cold War, the Con-
pened here. | have never undemderstanding of what nuclearworld] can be a rallying symbol You must have a certain amoungress of the United States had the
stood completely the dimensionsveapons do. They've learnedthroughout the world because it'sof hope that peace is possible. laudacity to build a place inside a
of what happened here.” Thathey've been taught from theirso simple: Sunflowers instead ofreally is an act of faith. mountain where the leaders
was a powerful awakening forschooling and otherwise, that humissiles. The comparison of sun- There’s nothing that's being could go to be safe, to carry on the
me. mans are capable of controllingflowers to missiles is so stark anddone by the leaders of the nucleagovernment, in the event of a nu-

And then, when | came backthese weapons and that theinderstandable; you don’t haveveapons states that is significantlear exchange. They weren’t
from Japan, | found out | hadweapons can even maintain théo be an expert in technicalitiesjn moving in that direction yet. even going to take their spouses
been drafted into the army! Laterpeace. But there’s no logic to thisyou just have to know which youBut my faith is that if the people and children! That's extraordi-
when | was called to active dutyin the long run. choose. speak loudly enough and makenarily selfish.
in the Vietham War, | decided for  With the Cold War over,  Going back to my other pointtheir voices heard this will It is a deranged mind that
myself that | couldn’t participate who’s being defended, who’sfor a moment, about having achange. It's such a simple thingwould come to the conclusion
in that war, because | didn’t be-being deterred? It doesn’t makeplace to remember Hiroshima:to say we’re committed to the fu-that Mutual Assured Destruction
lieve init. I thought it was wrong sense. | think young people willMaybe it's a project for the SGl ture of this planet, we're com-is a reasonable course of action.
for many reasons, and | was notespond to this logic if it's pre- that | recommend you think mitted to the future of the humanSomehow we've got to get back
willing to be a part of that war. As sented to them. about, creating a kind of nuclearspecies, and we're committed tdo the basic roots of compassion
long as | was outside of the And | think the story of Hi- weapons museum that puts thearrying on civilization at the and demand compassion of our
sphere of actually having to kill roshima needs to be part of youngeople in the picture, that tellshighest possible level. leaders — or getrid of these lead-
people or injure people, | couldpeople’s awareness. We have thihe story of what happened at Hi- Why shouldn’t every young ers and choose new ones.
reluctantly participate in the mil- Museum of Tolerance in Los An-roshima and Nagasaki. Becausperson want that? Why shouldn't | would like to see nuclear dis-
itary — actually, 1 didn’t fully re- geles and the Holocaust Museunnight now, as | understand it, theevery old person want that? We'vearmament happen because we
alize that | had a choice in thein Washington, D.C. — there only place you can find this storygot to change the way we think have only so long to live. Maybe
matter. But at the point whereneed to be places where peoplis in Hiroshima — and maybeand that change has to come priae can’t completely abolish war
they actually wanted me to go tocan go and learn the lessons dlagasaki. marily from young people. and do away with every weapon
Vietnam and be a platoon leadeHiroshima and Nagasaki, too. We should have a place inthis  One point | left out of my talk, in our lifetime, but we can try to
| said no. One other point | would make country as well, as difficult as it which | regretted, so I'll tell you achieve nuclear disarmament. |

So | ended up becoming ais that even during the Cold Warwould be to make. And therenow, is that | admire Mr. Maki- think that as a species we could
conscientious objector. Then there was always a big differenceshould be one in Europe andjyuchi and Mr. Toda for speakingagree to abolish all weapons of
when the army didn’t agree withbetween arms control and disarether places. | think these museeut against militarism and mili- mass destruction, including nu-
that, | ended up going to federamament. What most of the peo-ums would be huge successes itant nationalism — for not being clear weapons. | think this is pos-
court. ple understood then was armgerms of education. It's some-willing to just “go along” with sible, and that hope drives me on.

Anyway, that whole experi- control, and it's only now that thing | would love to see happensuch militarism and for paying | am particularly encouraged
ence of resisting and having thelisarmament is something peo- the price of going to jail for their when | come to a meeting like
turmoil in myself of whether | ple are coming to understand. JF: | think young people gener-convictions. That is an exampletoday’s SGI meeting and see
should go along with what might Many of the elite in society ally feel peace is possible, buthat deserves the highest respegbung people who respond to
have been the easier route, or donly want to talk to each other—when they start thinking aboutin my opinion. this message in a positive way
what | knew was right, set me orpresidents want to talk to presithe nitty gritty details, likereally | admire what they did be- and who, | believe, will go out
this course. In away, my work fordents, congressmen want to tallabolishing all nuclear weaponscause in a small way | experi-and do something about it that's
peace is still coming out of thatto congressmen. But they need tstopping the production of themenced that, as | explained to youpositive. That gives me great
experience of protesting war.  listen to the people. And the onlyforever, it seems harder to bed didn’t go so far as going to jail, hope. Wi}

World Tribuneassociate
editor, talked with him about
nuclear disarmament and his Krieger: All in all, through the
life of activism after he gave a Cold War the problem seemeq
lecture at the 4th U.S.—Japan more evident and more fearful|
Youth Peace General Meeting, Now, with the Cold War over,
Aug. 17. many people, adults included
think the problems have ended
JF: What things happened inwhen in some ways the situatio
your life to awaken you to your may be more dangerous than eve :
anti-nuclear mission? because of nuclear weapons prcDavid Krieger, president of the Nuclear Age Peace Foundation.
liferating and getting away from
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Seattle’s famous Space Needle looks over the Torchlight Parade route, in
which Seattle Joint Territory’s youth band performs.

Torchlight Parade Gives Youth
a Chance To Shine

By LIZA JAVIER

CORRESPONDENT
Seattle, Aug. 1

Photos by DIXON HAMBY

hot August evening, downtown|",
Seattle starts to come alive witt|
excitement as more than 300,00 yy-
people line Fourth Avenue forthel &
evening’s annual Torchlight Pa-j=
rade. The SGI-USA Seattle
Youth Band and Dance Group|
prepared to play their renditiong
of “El Tigre" and “Turn the Beat
Around,” hitthe brightly lit three-
mile parade stretch. They perd .
form, they dance, they dazzle —The dance group leads the way for the youth band.
they win Seattle over as they se
the streets aglow with brilliant it. But all the youth band mem-combine both bands to make one
color, music and smiles. bers wanted to do the parade, anstrong youth band for the parade.
Not since the summer of 1994 realized that it’s for the mem- | think for the first time the Seat-
has the Seattle Youth Band perbers’sake and not a matter of if tle band even went to Portland for
formed for (and won top honorspersonally want to do it or not.aweekend for practice. The Port-
at) the parade. This year, withI’'m there to help these memberdand members were so apprecia-
first-time parade leaders, per-grow. If 'm bagging out onthem, tive and gave us the warmest wel-
formers and time constraints, thehen I'm not helping them grow.” come, standing and clapping
challenges and obstacles allowed Irene Ishii, David's sister and when we walked in. | was so in-
youth band and dance groupgo-leader of the band, helps tspired by their kindness in wel-
members to grow. push David to challenge himselfcoming us that | wanted to give
“We only had five weeks of and the youth band'’s goals. Theithem a warm welcome to Seattle
marching practice,” recalls sometimes seemingly confrontaand made them a sign to really
David Ishii, co-leader of the tional (but always caring) work- welcome them.”
band. “l didn’t think we could do ing relationship helped the band “It was the members’spirit to
break new ground. Despite all-do it themselves that helped a

<z

IB 23
T['.' %l
FLORIDA NATURE
&CULTURE CENTER

Florida
Impressions

weekend-long practices in thelot,” says David. “Usually most
hot sun on hot pavement, withpeople just complain, complain,
faith and lots of chanting theycomplain, but nobody com-
met their seemingly impossibleplained this time, especially the
goal of 100 participants, exceedyounger members who are 12 or
ing their last parade participation13 years old. Even my biggest
by nearly 50 percent. complainer said that he couldn’t
First-time flute section leader get the song right during practice,
Yumi Konno, who has been inand he wanted me to give him the

was born into this practice, but only recently have | b

participating in SGI activities. | am ashamed to say
but it has taken me 22 years — that's how old | am —
realize what | have been practicing all my life.

When | went to Florida, | had no idea what | was in fi
| didn’t even know what city | was going to. My leader e

had to be there.

Of course | had to overcome lots of obstacles to get th
but they were all worth it! If | had to go through more o
stacles to experience that conference again, | would
brace them like a warm blanket. It was wonderful.

Atthe Young Women'’s Division Leadership Conferenc

Buddhism. | realized that the practice of Buddhism is r

tually found myself.

couraged me to go to Florida for some leadership con{
ence, and after talking to a close SGl friend, | just kney:

fﬂla g

st

I realized how important study is in Nichiren DaishoninLansil Choi

just chanting Nam-myoho-renge-kyo, but really studying what we are chanting about an
Law as taught by Nichiren Daishonin. For instance, | didn’t know there was a right wa
chant and a wrong way. In studying the temple issue in the conference, | felt the need to
tice the right way and to protect SGI President lkeda. | thought to myself: “Wow! We co
actually be chanting daimoku to the Gohonzon, but be completely off with the teaching
Nichiren Daishonin’s Buddhism.” That's why | need to study as much as | can, so | can
confident in defending President Ikeda and this Buddhism.

Before, | thought (as mentioned by someone at the conference) that if | put all my fai
the Gohonzon | would lose myself somehow, but it came to be completely the opposite.

— Lansil Choi, Long Beach, Callf.

Been to the ENCCyet? Send us your 200-word experience or poem, along with a photo of yourself.

the band for eight years, sees homusic so he could practice at
the band united more from thehome.”
practices. “Usually in the past, David muses,
youth band members from Portthe chanting.”
land [Ore.] would always drive  “I'm really proud of those
three hours to Seattle for pracguys,” he concludes. “I chanted
tices,” she says. “We were alwaysnore than I've ever done for any
separated from them because wearade. And | learned that with a
were so far away, and it was hargingle-minded determination
o to form bonds of friendship. | and chanting, you can accom-
9 think that the leaders from eaclplish anything.” Tl
area really were determined to

“It's got to be

Irene and David Ishii, first-time co-leaders of the band.
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he Soka Gakkai mem-
bers looked to the

sion chief of Towada Chapter.
The couple had joined the
Gakkai eight years earlier, in
1954, and exerted themselves

Komei representatives ®
e Human Revolution
to the people and fight for their earnestly in faith, taking on

interests. Shin'ichi Yamamoto leadership among the Os-
wanted the representatives t By HO GOKU - ILLustraten BY KENICHIRO UCHIDA arizawa members.

live up to that expectation, no When Yamao entered the
matter what the circumstances Volume 6, Chapter 4 union office, he found all the

If they were to stray from union officers seated before

that path and fall into the him, glaring at him with stern,
snares of self-interest and per Ou eas threatening expressions.
sonal ambition, becoming cor-

ruptand degenerate, all the ef

fort expended in electing Translation of parts 19-24 of the ‘Rough Seas’ chapter, as printedSeithe Shimbyrhe Soka he interrogation began.
them, and in forming Komei, Gakkai’s daily newspaper. Ho Goku is the pen name of Daisaku Ikeda, who appears in th  10v Yamao had been called
would be wasted. Shin’ichi as Shin’ichi Yamamoto. The events take place in 1962. before the union’s dis-
delivered this severe warning ciplinary committee.
to prevent that tragedy from He knew that union officials
occurring. were perturbed by the election
In closing, he called to the results and were out to get

members, “With a renewed spirit and reSoka Gakkai. Two unions in particulardefeated, and the unexpectedly stronigm. They viewed the Soka Gakkai with
newed commitment to our goals, let us adhe Osarizawa Mine in Osarizawa, Akitasupport the town had given the Gakkaiantagonism, he had heard, because the
vance forward with unbreakable unityPrefecture, and the Nakazato Mine iacked Seki, had created a situation thKbmei candidate Seki had garnered 305
reaping boundless benefit as we go!” Sasebo, Nagasaki Prefecture, actualthe Osarizawa mine union leaders feltotes in Osarizawa.

In this atmosphere of rejoicing over theexpunged Gakkai members from théhey could not afford to ignore. But the officials never mentioned the
election victory, the second half of the yeannion rolls. Inthe early 1960s, the mine was flourelections. The pretext they used to attack
got off to a dynamic start. Shin’ichi was ishing, and at one point more than 9@nd question him was his party affiliation
aware, however, that their victory would be percent of the town’s tax revenues camas a town assembly representative.

viewed as a threat by the other parties arfjll n the northern part of Akita Prefec-from mine-generated earnings. Thetown Three years earlier, Yamao had run as
was bound to have major repercussions. ture! about four kilometers west of had more televisions per capita than ary Soka Gakkai—backed candidate in the
article in the July 4 evening edition of thgill Rikuchu-Hanawa Station on theotherin Japan. The mine employed abottwn assembly elections. Because he
leading daily newspapeksahi Shimbun Japan National Railways Hanawe,000 workers and, when family memwas a union member, the union had also
entitled “Soka Gakkai — the Third ForceLine, a winding road led to an area obers were included, about 70—-80 percestipported him. Afterward, when local
inthe Upper House,” revealed the attitudesist-brown mountainside, bare of anpf the town’s population of aroundassembly representatives linked to the
of the other patrties. It read: trees or vegetation. A jumble of ore-sort10,000 were in some way connected tminers union formed a political al-
ing and smelting factories were huddlethe mine. liance, the union had urged Yamao to
The Liberal Democratic Party does not setogether at the foot of the mountain, and The labor union at the Osarizawa mingin the Socialist Party, which it sup-
the Soka Gakkai growing into a politicalabout halfway up the slope stood a tallvas also one of the strongest and mopbrted. The union now claimed that
force that could pose a potential threat to smoke-belching chimney. This was thémportant in the Japanese Federation damao’s refusal had disrupted union
in the future. As the examples of previousarizawa Mine. solidarity.
new religions have shown, the more fervid One of Japan’s _ i An official of the Federa-
the religious organization the more quickiythree largest copper § : A 1 = b tion of Metal Miners Unions
it fades from the scene. And the Liberal Demines, Osarizawa seated cross-legged on a desk

mocrats believe that the Soka Gakkai'tlad a long history
foray into politics will peak early and and track record in
quickly reach its limit. the mining industry.

The impact of the Soka Gakkai's victo-In addition to cop-

ries on the Socialistand Communist partieger, the staple of its
however, is more severe than on the rulintarge-scale opera-

conservative party. The way that the Soktions, it produced
Gakkai ate into the membership of thegold, silver and zinc.
Hokkaido coal miners’ union recently is The mine was union-

still fresh in the minds of progressive partjzed, and it was here

leaders. that incidents of
The working class, itis generally held, isSoka Gakkai mem-

not especially interested in religion. But adbers being expelled

of late, the Soka Gakkai is gaining supporfirom union member-
even among such organized workers as tighip took place.
Japan Teachers Union and the National Rail- Gakkai members
way Workers Union, causing leaders of thén the Tohoku re-
Socialist Party to question their party policiegion 2 of which Os-

at the front of the room told
Yamao in a threatening tone,
“If you aren’t going to follow
the union, get out!”

On July 5, just one day be-
fore, another miner and fel-
low Soka Gakkai member,
Shiro Hongo, had been called
before the same committee.
Hongo had previously been
fined for an infringement of
the election law in the 1956
Upper House election. While
campaigning for Seki in that
election, he had engaged in
door-to-door canvassing for
votes, which is illegal in
Japan. Because of this mis-

and daily activities and to continue to lookarizawa was a part, supported Komei caMetal Miners Unions. The Osarizawademeanor, the union had intended to dis-
into methods for mounting a counteroffendidate Hisao Seki in the nationwideunion leaders felt threatened by the Sokapline him for supposedly giving it a
sive against the inroads being made by theonstituency for the Upper House elecGakkai members’ election activities,bad name. Butinstead the union had pres-

Soka Gakkai. tion. In the town of Osarizawa (withinfearing that if things continued as theywured him, offering to overlook the of-
present-day Kazuno CRy Seki had re- were their base of support would be badlfense if he would sign a pledge promis-
It is unclear whether the LDP reallyceived 305 votes. eroded. ing to quit the Soka Gakkai.

held the view that the Gakkai was of no Seki had won a seat, placing 26th out On July 6, a few days after the elec- Hongo had just joined the Gakkai at
importance, or if it merely tried to makeof 51 winning candidates. The progressivéons, Hisaya Yamao, a mine worker anthe time, and given the circumstances he
it seem so to give the appearance of coparty candidate backed by the mine’s lab@oka Gakkai district chief, was called intagreed to sign. But afterward he had been
fidence in its position as the ruling partyunion had only managed to slide in at ththe union office. Yamao was about 50, anpressed by the sincerity of other Soka
But it was true that the leaders of theery bottom of the rankings, after a closewarm, friendly man. A veteran miner withGakkai members and directly experi-
labor movement felt threatened by théought battle and with only a slim marginsome 20 years experience at Osarizawa, @eced the greatness of Buddhist practice.
Gakkai's dramatic advance. In fact, afteover the next candidate, who missed wirwas also a town assembly representativEhus he had decided not to quit after all.
the Upper House election, certain laboning a seat, of some 1,700 votes. an indication of the trust and respect hi¥he union officials now accused him of
unions placed insidious pressure on This bitter election struggle, whichpeers accorded him.

union members who also belonged to thiead almost seen the union’s candidate His wife, Miya, was the women’s divi- PLEASE SEE ROUGH SEAS, NEXT PAGE
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ROUGH SEAS, FrROM PREVIOUS PAGE for. Nodding in agreement, he said, as Hiappiness to their friends and coworkersause of the recent elections,” he said.
to cement his resolve: “They think that itheir mission in life, and in their apart- So it was true. The reason that
breaking his promise and demanded tihey fire me, they’'ll strike fear into thementin a six-unit row house, they startetamao and Hongo had been singled out
know why he hadn't left the Soka Gakkaihearts of all the Gakkai members workholding frequent gatherings, which theyor disciplinary action was that they
Every individual has the right to his oring at the mine and force them to give upalled Life Improvement Discussionhad supported Seki in the recent Upper
her religious belief, though, and any attheir faith. How ridiculous! When Presi-Meetings. They chose that name becaustuse election.
tempt to infringe on that by the uniondent Yamamoto came to SerfiaiMay, they knew that if their anguished friends Cutting in quickly, another union
would have been a serious violation of thke said that progress in kosen-rufu has aleuld hear Gakkai members relate theleader said: “It wasn’t just the elections.
law. Moreover, in the cases of bottways stirred up obstacles and persecexperiences, they would realize howhere were other problems, too. But the
Yamao and Hongo, the incidents théons. This is a sign that our faith has fiwonderfully faith had improved their disciplinary committee hasn't reached
union was calling into question had ocnally matured.” lives. its decision yet, so we can't really dis-
curred quite some time ago. Only after Shin’ichi had attended the May 8 To- Hisaya cared greatly for the Os-cuss it any further at this point.”
the recent elections had these incidentoku Headquarters Leaders Meeting arizawa mine, as he did for all his The union officials clearly wanted to
suddenly become issues to be addressthd Sendai Leisure Center, where he hadworkers. Through earnest dialoguéring the meeting to an end as quickly
by the union’s disciplinary committee. shared a poem by President Toda: and genuine concern for their welfareas possible. It had already been decided

The union leaders feared that if they Hisaya and Miya gradually inspiredthat the committee’s decision on the
cited the Soka Gakkai members’lack of As you make your ascent more and more friends and neighbor¥amao and Hongo cases would be an-
support for union-backed candidates as Of a still steeper mountain, to take faith in the Daishonin’s Bud-nounced at a special union meeting on
the reason for questioning Yamao and Set your mind firmly dhism. By 1962, there were some 128ug. 29.

Hongo, they would be accused of violat- On the journey for kosen-rufu. to 130 households practicing in Os- Four days before that meeting, Hi-
ing the two men’s religious and political arizawa. The flame of faith that hadoshi Yamagiwa and two other directors
freedoms. So they sought to expel Yamao Shin’ichi had explained that difficulties spread so vigorously and strongly wafrom the Soka Gakkai Headquarters, to-
and Hongo using other pretenses. and obstacles always arise on the path nbw being buffeted by a harsh gale ofether with Towada Chapter Chief Shi-

kosen-rufu. He knew that as the Sokpersecution. mazu, met again with union representa-

Gakkai became moreinvolved in social re- News of the union’s harassment ofives. When they asked once more why
hen Yamao returned from theform and increased its influence, the wind&akkai members was quickly reported to‘amao and Hongo were being brought
union office, Miya asked in a of persecution would blow ever strongerthe Soka Gakkai Headquarters in Tokydefore the disciplinary committee, the
worried tone, “What did the  And he thought members needed to lghin’ichi said to the directors: “Hisayaunion representatives then stated clearly

union say?” prepared. That premonition had now com¥amao in Osarizawa is the husband dhat it was because they had refused to

He told her, his innately warm Akitatrue. Miya Yamao, women'’s division chief of follow the union’s voting directive and
dialect brimming with unconcealed Akita’s Towada Chapter, isn't he? | re-had engaged instead in Komei campaign
anger: “Today all they asked was why | member him well. activities.
didn’t join the Socialist Party. But they ince joining the Soka Gakkai in “What is the union trying to say Apparently the union leaders had de-
said if | don't follow the union, I'll have 1954, Hisaya and Miya had de-Yamao and Hongo have done wrong@ided to change their strategy, since one
to quit it. What they really want is to ge voted themselves sincerely andt’s extremely serious to strike someonef them had let their true motive slip
me fired. The truth is that they want t steadily to faith. And in doing so,from the union rolls and take awayout. They stressed that this had nothing
persecute me because Soka Gakkai methey had personally experienced theomeone’s job. If we allow the union tato do with religion and declared that,
bers didn’t support the union’s candidat@ower of the Gohonzon. get away with such an outrage, it will putvhile individuals were, of course, free
during the last election.” In a work accident, Hisaya had nareur fellow members in an intolerableto vote for whomever they pleased, the

The Osarizawa mine was a uniomowly escaped death. Filled with joy ancposition. union took exception to its members

shop, which meant that only union memgratitude for the protection faith had ac- “l want to see the Soka Gakkai Headdisobeying union directives and partic-
bers could work there; the mining com<orded them, the couple worked eagerly tguarters send a top leader to fully suppoipating in campaigns for candidates
pany could no longer employ the Osarizawa mem- other than those the union supported.
someone removed from the bers. We have to pro-  To confirm that he had properly un-
union rolls and stripped of 1 tect our precious derstood the union’s position, one
union membership. Origi- members. Whatis es-Soka Gakkai director said: “In other
nally, the union shop system sentially at stake herewords, even though the constitution
was conceived to create soli- is the most funda- guarantees all Japanese citizens the right
darity among workers and mental of human to engage in @litical activities sup-
give them more power in ne- rights —the freedom porting the candidates of their choice,
gotiating with their employ- i of religion. Thisis an you will discipline any union member
ers, but now the union was extremely grave mat- who does not follow union directives
turning against its workers — ter.” There was anger in this regard.”
using the system to threater in Shin’ichi’s voice. The union leader replied: “It's impos-
Soka Gakkai members with The directors im- sible for us to control how people vote at
the loss of their jobs. mediately contacted the ballot box. But we will discipline any-
While in addition to his local leaders and one who engages in campaign activities
work at the mine Yamao asked them to go to for candidates other than those the union
served as a town assembl Osarizawa with one has decided to support.”
representative, the remunera of the Gakkai's Pub-  And he added in an aggressive tone:
tion for the latter was negli- lic Relations Bureau “The union has rules. Those who choose
gible. If he were laid off, he staff and begin in- notto follow them should go work some-

and his family would be out vestigating the mat- where else.”
on the streets. ter so that the Gakkai
When Miya, a spirited woman, heardspread the Daishonin’s Buddhism. could decide what countermeasures to (To be continued)

his story, she was angry, too. “We Hisaya's fellow workers at Os-take.
haven't done anything wrong,” she saidarizawa each had their troubles and wor-
“l dare them to fire you! This is whatries. There were people who suffered

we've always expected might happerfrom ill health, who were parents of chil- owada Chapter Chief Tatsuo Shi- ) .
‘As practice progresses and underdren with disabilities, whose home lives mazu and other leaders in thé- r;ggﬁ?;g&hagggﬁzvestern partof Japan’s
standing grows, the three obstacles andere unhappy and full of discord. There area accompanied the staff me 3. Region encompassing the northeaster part

four devils emerge, vying with one anwere those who drank and gambled ber to Osarizawa. First, they met” ot Jonshu.
other to interfere...."(he Major Writ- away their pay, reducing their familieswith two union leaders at the union of City located some distance south of the fa-
ings of Nichiren Daishoninvol. 1, p. to poverty. Such problems could not béice to inquire why Yamao and Hongo mous Lake Towada, Akita Prefecture,
145). We won't be beaten by such a litsolved simply by campaigning throughhad been brought before the union’s dis- northern Japan.
tle thing!” union activities for improved working ciplinary committee. It was then that4. Largest city in the Tohoku region.

Miya’s words were the greatest eneonditions or workers’living standards.one of the union officials let the truth
couragement Hisaya could have hoped TheYamaos decided to make bringinglip out: “Well, of course, it was be-
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By LISA JONES

LOS ANGELES CORRESPONDENT

’ >
. 4 o
onflicted. That's how | .
feltas | preparedtoin-
terview Lucia Rijker,
an SGI-USA member, -
known to many as the best fe _— " =3
male boxer in the world.
To me, boxing is a blood
sport, a celebration of mayhem
How can | write glowingly about
it? And while I'm glad that &
women can buck tradition andg
pursue new interests, | sens
something exploitive about the
promotion of women'’s boxing.
I mean, people pay money to se
two women trade teeth-rattling,
welt-raising blows....
Lots of people. Women’s box-
ing is a fast-growing sport, and
talented women like Ms. Rijker
are poised to become superstar
Despite my doubts about thg
cultural-enrichment value of
boxing, | have to admit that I'll
be cheering her on.
Because she is fighting for
world peace, both inside the ring
and out.
Inasmall, Italian restaurant, |
sit across the table from Ms.Lucia Rijker is the top-rated woman boxer in the world.
Rijker, a stunningly muscular 29-

year-old black woman with a ‘I respect all my opponents. As Buddhism teaches, the only way to prove
Dutch accent. I realize almostim- .
mediately that | can't keep refer- my true strength is to defeat a strong opponent.

ring to her aMs. Rijker. She’stoo
warm, too personable, too Luciaother cultures and about theafter receiving the Gohonzon inBuddhist practice. “I couldn’t boxing, not to cause pain or glo-

“Boxing is a controversial business of athletics. Los Angeles, Lucia was in abe a boxer without chanting,”rify violence. To me, that makes
sport,” | say, “andwomen’sbox- “There were many things major car accident. She escapeshe says. “I'd get too disap-all the difference.
ing is even more so. How do youhappening,” she says, “but | hadserious injury, and it forced her topointed in people.” “Are you ever afraid in the

reconcile what you do in the ringno life other than my career.” confront herself and what she There’s a lot of “trash talk” ring?” | ask.
with your Buddhist beliefs  Then a friend from England was, or rather wasn’t, accom-and taunting thatgoes on, trying “Yes,” she says, emphatic.
about peace?” came to visit Lucia in Amster- plishing. “I had all this talent and to pit one fighter against another:The only time | wasn’t afraid
Lucia’s deep brown eyes havedam and took her to a Buddhistapability,” she surmises, “and 1“No matter what is said by oth-was when | fought a man. | was-
a straightforward, penetratingmeeting. “At first, | made fun of wasn't using it. As Nichiren Dai- ers, | respect all my opponents,h't afraid; | was arrogantinstead.
quality, self-assured but notchanting,” Lucia says. But as heishonin says, ‘A sword is uselesg ucia says. “As Buddhism | lost the fight and it hurt, but it
cocky. “I have talent, and | havefriend told her more about Bud-in the hands of a coward.” Sheteaches, the only way to provewas the best thing that could have
to use it,” she says, matter-of-factdhism and taught her gongyoknew what she had to do. my true strength is to defeat ehappened. Fearis natural and im-
“There’s no anger in my fighting. Lucia says she realized “it was She soon found work as astrong opponent.” portant because it makes me go
I'm an independent, strongthe first time that someone gaverainer and kickboxing teacher. Lucia trains for at least threedeep within myself to find my
woman who knows what sheme something without wanting Not long after that, Lucia caughthours each day, sparring, runteal strength.”
wants. | use the media attention tanything in return.” the eye of a well-known boxing ning and doing gym work. “It's ~ “What's your biggest weak-
talk about Buddhism. | use my At the time, the Gohonzonpromoter who wanted to moldvery focused and demanding,’ness?” | ask. | instantly regret
talent to encourage people.”  wasn'tavailable, so Lucia chantecher into a female Mike Tyson, she says of her day-to-day routhat I've asked the most annoy-
Indeed. People have told Luciao awall. “l was very disciplined be- promising fame and fortune.tine. “Sometimes | feel lonely, ing tell-me-about-yourself ques-
that they find their own inner cause of my sport,” she says, “so Lucia declined the offer. and | miss my family in Holland. tion of all time.
strength when they see her fight.chanted three hours a day at first. “I stand for something,” Lucia Sometimes | justrollonthe floor “Self-doubt,” she says.
“When I'm hurt or tired, this | didn’t believe in it, but it says. “I'm becoming a strongand cry like a child, like a kid “What’s yours?”
bigger purpose keeps meworked.” One of her first benefits woman who will set people freewith a stomachache. Afterward, “Self-doubt,” | say. But I'm
going,” she says. “Hitting and was the resolution of a difficult re- by what I'm doing. My words are | feel released and clear again.hot sure....
being hit? That's not fun. But lationship with her trainer. “Then worth nothing if | let someone She smiles. “It's OK to nothave “What'’s your sign?” she jabs,
being good at something —I started chanting for an opportutake my soul and replace it withall the answers,” she says. playful.
that’s fun.” nity in America,” she says. his own. Now I'm about to have It's OK, too, to function with “Aries. | get the point. No
Lucia has worked hard to be- In her mid-20s, and havingitall—money and everything— a little bit of ambiguity and para- more goofy questions.”
come good at what she does. Aspent 10 years in competitiveon my terms. [she is scheduledlox in one’s life, | tell myself. ~ “Canyoutell that I'm a Sagit-
a teenager at home in Amsterathletics, Lucia was on the vergdor several pay-per-view bouts.]Maybe boxing isn’t necessarilytarius?” she asks. “I aim my
dam, she learned kickboxingof burn-out. She was ready for éBecause | was patient enough ta bad thing. After all, Shakya-arrow high. With no conscious
and ultimately fought her way tovacation. So she came to Losvait until it came to me.” muni taught people to “kill the moves or steps, | just go after my
multiple titles as an internationalAngeles for a visitand ended up  In the sometimes-oily busi- will to kill” rather than to merely arrow to reach my goal.”
champion. She achieved famestaying for the past three yearsness of athletics and entertaineutlaw killing. To me, that's pure Lucia:
and financial success. She trav- She had intended to abandoment, Lucia relies on the com- Lucia’s will is to empower powerful, in flight, and right on
eled the world, learning abouther fighting career, butthree daygassion she finds through helnd liberate people through hetarget. WT]
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ference in preventing bullying.”

Another person writes: “I
used to bully others, but | real-
ized what a terrible thing | was
doing, and | apologized. Now
we get along very well.”

lkeda: Whatever the reason,
bullying is wrong. Maybe those
who bully others have their ex-
cuses — maybe they want to
take out their pain on others.
But whatever the reason or mo-
tive, bullying and discrimina-
tion are impossible to justify.

We all need to come to an
agreement that bullying is a
crime against humanity. Part of
the fight for human rights is
standing up to those doing bad
things. Another part of that fight
is protecting good people.

. "
. - Igeta: I've heard students say
‘If we seem to be weathering an endless winter, we mustn't abandon hope. As long as we have hope, spring will come without fail. that when they try to put a stop
to bullying, they end up being
bullied themselves. Fear im-

The Contest of Human Rights  piiises

on themselves because they
can't change things.
This is the 12th installment of flowers: Myriad flowers bloom badly, but | didn't have any Kimura: Can | read a few pas-

a series of discussions on harmoniously in beautiful pro- money. sages written by studentslkeda: When you can't get the
youth among SGI President  fusion. A soldier came walking by about the problem of school-bullies to stop picking on oth-
Ikeda and Soka Gakkai high Unfortunately, in the human with a woman. It just happenedyard bullying? ers through your own efforts,
school division chiefs world things do not always work that an officer was there, too. One writes: “There’saboyintalk to your principal, your
Hidenobu Kimura (young this way. Some find it impossi- When the soldier walked pastour class who only picks onhomeroom teacher, older stu-
men’s chief) and Kazue Igeta ble to respect those who are difhim, the officer shouted, “You those who he thinks are weakedents whom you trust or your
(young women’s chief). ferent, so they discriminatedidn’t salute properly!” and than he is. Whenever he’s withparents. Think of some way to
against them or pick on them.began kicking and beating thesomeone who he thinks isimprove the situation.
Ikeda: Spring is near. The plum They violate their rights as indi- soldier viciously. stronger than him, he flatters If that doesn’t work, pray to

trees have bloomed, the peachiduals. This is the source of The soldier had saluted cor-and plays up to them. | thinkthe Gohonzon. But whatever
trees have flowered, and soon imuch unhappiness in the worldrectly, but the officer was jealouspeople like that are despicable ’happens, you mustn’t get down
will be time for the cherry blos-  Everyone has a right tothat the soldier had a female Another says: “l have experi-on yourself if you can’t solve
soms. The famous English Roflower, to reveal his or her full companion, and he took it out orenced being bullied, but | hadthe problem. Even if you find
mantic poet Shelley said, “If potential as a human being, tdhe poor man. That’'s why hefriends — that made a world ofyourself unable to do or say any-
Winter comes, can Spring befulfill his or her mission in this beat the soldier in front of hisdifference. Because of them, Ithing right now, it's important
far behind?* No matter how world. You have this right, and girlfriend and a large crowd of didn’t lose hope. The advice Ito recognize that bullying is
long and bitter the winter may so does everyone else. This is thpeople. can offer to students being vic-wrong.
be, spring always follows. This meaning of human rights. The soldier, of course, daredimized is to fight back against Rather than deciding that
is the law of the universe, the To scorn and violate people’snot resist. | will never forget the those doing the bullying. If you you're useless, concentrate on
law of life. human rights destroy the naturaface of the woman, who was inhave the courage to stand up tdeveloping yourself so that you
The same applies to us. If weorder of things. We must be-tears. | remember thinking howthem, they’ll stop picking on can effect a positive change in
seem to be weathering an endeome people who prize humammuch | disliked Japanese peoyou after a while. It's also im- the future. If you leap into the
less winter, we mustn’t abandorrights and respect others. ple. | knew even then that theportant, | think, notto wallowin fray and only get beaten up
hope. As long as we have hope, military was vicious and wrong. self-pity. | decided | wouldn’t yourself, it won’t solve any-
spring will come without fail.  Kimura: We may see discrim-  Pettiness, arrogance, jealdet them beat me! | wouldn't let thing. You have to find a long-
Spring is a time of blossom-ination and bullying in our im- ousy and self-centeredness —them ruin my life!” term solution.
ing. Buddhism, as | have men-smediate surroundings. Thesall those base and destructive There’s also a student who Basically, unless we cultivate
tioned many times, teaches thean take extreme forms, suckemotions violate human rights.writes: “| have been bullied, butan awareness of human rights in
principle of cherry, plum, peachas war and oppression. Do yoDn a larger scale, they manifest have a friend | can talk to aboutsociety, we cannot hope to pre-

and apricot — that all thingsthink these are basically theas war and crime. everything. And my parentsvent abuse. | hope that each of
have a unique beauty and missame thing? have been really supportive withyou will be aware of your own
sion. The cherry has its distinct Igeta: | understand that in mosttheir encouragement and adviceand others’ rights, so that Japan

beauty, the plum its delicate fra-lkeda: Yes. Some people haveEuropean countries discrimina-too. Above all, | have the Go-canbecome anideal nation in its
grance. The peach blossom hasaid that bullying is just war in tionis acrime. Japanis stillanunhonzon. Many times | found respect for human rights.

its lovely color, and the apricotminiature. | remember some-derdeveloped country as far asnyself crying before the Go-

has its special flavor. Every perthing that happened duringhuman rights are concerned. honzon as | chanted to changégeta: Why do people discrim-
son has a singular mission, his oWorld War Il, when | was about the situation. Fortunately, | didinate against each other? In a
herindividuality and way of liv- your age or maybe a littlelkeda: Many, many people change it, and I'm determinedbook | read, a student from
ing. It's important to recognize younger. They were sellinghave said as much. Our dishever to forget that experienceLaos, who is now living in
that truth and respect it. That ishard-boiled eggs in front of Ka- torted society is responsible inl want to become a strong,Japan and studying at a Japan-
the natural order of things. Thatmata’s Otorii Station [in Tokyo's no small part for the bullying broadminded and compassion-

is how it works in the world of Ota Ward]. | wantedne very that plagues our schools. ate person, who can make a dif-  pLease SEe CONTEST, NEXT PAGE
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Korean minority living in Japan. ity — a world of Animality ous social repercussions. Theyury. There is a passage in that

The only way that second- andvhere the strong prey upon thébegan to threaten the very peoplively story that I'll share with

ese junior high school, said:third-generation Koreans canweak. We will simply repeat the whose lives they had ruined!
“When | was in the fifth grade, learn their parents’language andame patterns. “As human beings, how do
some of the Japanese newspd<orean history and culture isto  You may have heard of Mi- you feel about what happened?”
pers and TV stations did storiesattend private Korean schoolsnamata diseasepne of the The executives wouldn’t an-
on me, because | was fromBut the Japanese governmenworst pollution-related diseasesswer that question, wouldn’t
Laos. | remember a Japanesteats those schools as speciab appear in postwar Japan. Peaven entertain it. They were in-
student coming up to me andschools. For the longest timeple afflicted with Minamata dis- capable of feeling the pain and
saying: ‘It's stupid for you to be Korean school students couldease died in agony, their armsuffering of real flesh-and-
on television. You're not a starnot participate in interschool and legs stretching pitifully to- blood people. If that is the prod-
or anything.’l didn’tknow what sports competitions with Japanward the heavens. They lost theict of Japan’s elite course of ed-
she was talking about, so | aske@se high schools. ability to speak, and manyucation...well, then we really
why she said that. ‘You're lucky ~ Korean school students alsdapsed into comas from whichare in trouble.
we let you stay here in Japan,weren't eligible for discount stu- they never awoke. Many were
she said, ‘'so you shouldn’'t showdent passes for public transbabies who had been exposed tiiimura: | agree. There is a ter-
off.’ | felt so bad.? portation. Even today, with themercury poisoning — from the rible problem with the Japanese
exception of a few private andindustrial waste—polluted wa-educational system. Control
Ikeda: Those unable to seepublic universities, those stu-ters of Minamata Bay — while and order are valued above all,

you:

When you tell them [adults] that

you have made a new friend,

they never ask you any questions
about essential matters. They
never say to you, “What does his
voice sound like? What games
does he love best? Does he col-
lect butterflies?” Instead, they

demand: “How old is he? How

many brothers has he? How
much does he weigh? How

much money does his father
make?” Only from these figures

do they think they have learned

anything about him.

people of other countries asdents are not permitted to sit forstill in the womb. creating an environment where
human beings the same asniversity entrance examina- A group of Minamata diseaseit’s difficult for students to  This depicts the foolishness
themselves are spiritually im-tions because the Japanese Minvctims went to Tokyo, to the voice their opinions. of adults, who try to understand
poverished. They have noaistry of Education does not rec-headquarters of the Chisso Cor- In addition, too much em- a personin terms of numbers. In
sound life philosophy. They doognize their high schools. Thisporation, which was responsi-phasis is placed on grades. Stuthe process, the person com-
not ponder life’'s more profound is just one example. ble for the deadly pollution. dents are treated as inferior ifpletely disappears!

guestions. They made the long trip fromtheir test scores aren’t good. The heart of a child does not

They care only for their own Kimura: The constitution Kumamoto, Kyushu, in spite of Some teachers even take the atliscriminate. If parents don’t
petty concerns. Our society isguarantees respect for basibeing severely disabled by theitude that students who can’tteach children to discriminate,
filled with people who are con- human rights, but there is still adisease. Their purpose was t&eep up have forfeited theirbabies of all races play happily
sumed by Hunger — at thedeeply entrenched, structuradiscuss a compensation settlerights. But the truth is that testtogether.
mercy of unrestrained greed —discrimination that violates ment with Chisso executives. scores measure only a tiny part And little children aren't the
and Animality — picking on the those rights. One of the victims asked of our worth as human beings. least bit interested in how well-
weak and fawning on the strong. them: “As human beings, how off their playmates’families are
These negative tendencies arkkeda: We must teach all do you feel about what hap-lkeda: Studying is important, or what kind of work their par-
what make our society discrim-Japanese to see both thenpened? You are human and sof course, but the real purposents do. They know that all
inate against and ignore humarselves and others first and foream |. You may have graduatedf study is to enrich oneself ashuman beings are equal.
rights. most as human beings. We havifom Tokyo University, but if a human being, to make valu-

We are all human beings.to raise people’s awareness obur skin is cut, we bleed theable contributions that will ben- Igeta: | think that the purpose of
That is what matters. But mosthuman rights through educa-same way:* efit many people. Grades aresducation is to nurture and so-
Japanese think of themselves ason. Our schools must teach The executives, many ofthemjust one way of measuringlidify this spirit in young peo-
Japanese first and members diuman rights, our religions indeed graduates of Japan’s mogirogress toward that goal. Andple. But the actual effect is just
the human family second. Suchmust teach human rights, andgrestigious national university, if study ends up robbing peoplethe opposite, isn't it?
is the narrow-minded, island-our government must respectnswered: “Yes, that's true. Butof their humanity, its purpose is
nation mentality of Japan. Therehuman rights. wer're just here today to discusscompletely destroyed. Ikeda: That's where you, the
isatendency torejectand attack Unless we can build a soci-the settlement.” Remember, test scores nevehnigh school division youth,
anything the least bit different. ety that regards human beings They didn’t get it. Not only tell us anything about what acome in. You mustn't give up.
That same closed-mindednessot as a means to a goal but agdid they not get it, they had theperson is really like. You are going to change the
isolates Japan in the internathe goal itself, we will remain nerve to tell the victims not to The classic tale'he Little country and the world in the
tional community. forever a society of discrimina-make a fuss, because it wouldPrince has been called one ofcoming century.

For example, there is a largeion, unhappiness and inequalshut Chisso down and have serithe masterpieces of the 20th cen- First Soka Gakkai president
Tsunesaburo Makiguchi argued
that the times would evolve from
military competition to political
competition, and from there to
economic competition, until fi-
nally we would arrive at hu-
manistic competition. | think
that is true. If that doesn’t hap-
pen, the future of the human race
is very dark indeed.

Many of the world’s leading
thinkers lament that there is no
country that can serve as an ideal
for human rights. Today, Japan
is an underdeveloped nation in
terms of human rights, but with
our peace constitution, we are in
a unique position to win that hu-
manistic competition — the
contest for human rights — and
serve as a world model. | hope
our political leaders and educa-
tors will work toward that goal.

In the long history of human-

; ity, there has been no true hap-
/ piness, no true peace. Both lead-
‘Everyone has a right to flower, to reveal his or her full potential as a human being, to fulfill his or her mission in this world. You have this right, and so
does everyone else. This is the meaning of human rights. To scorn and violate people’s human rights destroy the natural order of things.

Photo by KIRK CONDYLES

PLEASE SEE CONTEST, NEXT PAGE
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CONTEST, FrROM PREVIOUS PAGE tional governments or any othemple. Our movement’s history is  In a society where there is noand make a fresh departure from
institutions or organizations. Se-one of extending a helpingfundamental respect for humarthere. That is how human rights
ers and great thinkers have pureuring human rights protects thehand to those suffering, thoseights, reputation and standingwill be established.
sued these, but they have not atndividual, based on the awaredost and forgotten. To peopleare nothing.
tained them. Unless thingsnessthateach personis preciousxhausted by sickness and The most important thing is Igeta: A high school student has
change, the future promises tarreplaceable. The purpose ofpoverty; people devastated bywhether we have genuine lovea question: “I suffer a physical
be an endless repetition of thaipholding human rights is en-destructive relationships; peo-and compassion for others.  disability. People in school andin
present dilemma. One of theabling all people to live with dig- ple alienated and forlorn as a More than three decades agahe streets make fun of me. | don'’t
main reasons for this lamentablanity and realize their potential. result of family discord or bro- in 1962, a delegation fromknow whatto do. Could you give
state of affairs is our failure to  Power, instead, looks on peoken homes. We have sharedapan’s Buraku Liberation me some advice?”
securely establish human rightsple as a mass, not as individualpeople’s sufferings and risenLeague visited China.
Ikeda: Essentially, you have to
Proo by kiR conovies — The Buraku Liberation League isbecome stronger. That, too, is
a grass-roots organization part of the struggle for human
formed by descendants ofights. Having your rights as a
Japan’s old untouchable castehuman recognized by others is
which was comprised of thosenot just having people behave
engaged in such so-called unsympathetically toward you. Be
clean occupations as beingproud of yourself as an indi-
butchers and tanners and whovidual, regardless of your dis-
were known asurakumin For ability. You must be proud of
centuries, contact witburaku- your mission.
min was shunned. They were Those who laugh at you and
forced to live in segregated ghetmake fun of you are cruel and
tos (Jprburaky. Discrimination wrong. They are creating a ter-
and prejudice against descen+ible burden of negative karma
dants of this group remain forthemselves by ignoring your
deeply ingrained in Japan everright to be treated as a human
today, despite a number of govbeing.
ernment measures to promote Letting their taunts getto you
equality and integration into the is a defeat for human rights.
mainstream of Japanese societyYour strength, however, is a vic-
tory for human rights.
When its members met with
Chinese Premier Zhou Enlai,lgeta: The last time we talked
the delegation head expresse@Aug. 15World Tribung, you
his gratitude that the premiertaught us that to be considerate
‘To study human rights, we must study philosophy. We must study Buddhism. And just as important as studying had made time in his busywe need to be strong. So we

philosophy is the willingness to stand up for our beliefs and take action. schedule to see them. Zhouwlso need to be strong to defend
Enlai replied: “What are you human rights, our own and
Itis true that many organiza-It treats them as objects, numiogether with them. saying?! Any premier who those of others.
tions have talked about the im-bers, statistics. Many of your parents havewould not meet with the most

portance of guaranteeing human The SGI fundamentally seeksdevoted their lives to this strug-oppressed and suffering of allkeda: | have spoken with
rights. But all too often, supportto transform this thinking. Ours gle for humanity. Desiring nei- the Japanese people, wheshampions of human rights the
for human rights stops at wordsjs a struggle for human rightsther fame nor status, they conthey’ve come all the way to world over: Linus Pauling of the
remaining nothing more thanthat values each individual. tinue to strive with a selfless loveChina, would not deserve to beJnited States, Austregésilo de
rhetorical flourish to brightenup ~ What was the turning point in for humanity, for the benefit of China’s premier!® Athayde of Brazil, Adolfo Pérez
speeches — it is not accompasecond Soka Gakkai presidenall. They live inthe muddy pond  Premier Zhou cared as muctEsquivel of Argentina, B.N.
nied by a serious awareness ajosei Toda’s life? Mr. Maki- of this perverse society, but theyabout the Japanese people as lRande of India. | can’t count
knowledge of what safeguard-guchi’s death in prison. When-hold a beautiful, pristine ideal did about the Chinese. He strovénow many | have spoken with.
ing human rights really implies. ever he spoke of it, tears welledabove it. They are noble men ando build a new China by reach-All of them were gentle people,

up in his eyes. He would clenchwomen. ing out to form alliances with and all of them were strong.
Kimura: Unless our commit- his fists in rage. Why did his | hope you will inherit their suffering and oppressed people$hey had the strength to endure
ment to human rights has amentor have to die? Why didcommitment and continue tothe world over. the hardships of persecution or
basis in a profound philosophysuch a good, just person have tsend a great tide of love for hu- Buddhism expounds a greatimprisonment, yet just by meet-
and view of humanity, our be persecuted? Why had such manity across the globe. undifferentiating wisdom — the ing them you sensed a warm re-
words ring hollow. foolish, destructive war not been recognition and insight that all sponsiveness and sensitivity to

prevented? His pain and griefKimura: Valuing the individ- living beings are equal, that theothers’ feelings.
Ikeda: Yes. To study human knew no bounds. ual is the basis of democracy, irBuddha and living beings are Rosa Parks fought against

rights, we must study philoso- Mr. Makiguchi left prison my opinion. And without re- one. The highest state of beingtacial discrimination in the
phy. We must study Buddhism.dead. Mr. Toda left prison alive.spect for human rights, democ-Buddhahood, resides in all peoUnited States. She is another of
And just as important as study-President Toda’s resultingracy will crumble. ple. That is why our every effortthese gentle yet strong people |
ing philosophy is the willing- awareness of his mission was must be for people and whyhave met. Even at the height of
ness to stand up for our beliefsharp — he would vanquish thelkeda: When there is little re- everything depends on peoplediscrimination against African
and take action. Human rightsdemonic powers that caused Mrspect for human rights, the wayHuman rights are the distillation Americans, she refused to ride
will never be won unless weMakiguchi’'s death. Changingis paved for the lawlessness obf this essential truth. in the elevators markegblored
speak out, unless we fight to sedapan’s social system and forndictatorship and mob rule. So- Every sphere of human en-Unable to compromise with
cure them. of government would not beciety will not prosper. That is deavor— education, culture, scisuch discrimination, she took
Evenif human rights are pro-enough to achieve that. Changevhy in Japan we must fight forence, government, business anthe stairs. She disliked riding on
tected and guaranteed by lawvould have to start from the peo-human rights, defending free-economics — will either guar- the buses where the seating was
and government policy, ceaseple. They would have to becomedom of thought and religion antee and foster human rights osegregated and often chose to
less efforts are necessary to erstronger, wiser. And all the and raising people’s awarenesscome to a dead end. In educawalk long distances instead.
sure thatthey are indeed upheldvorld’s people would have to Human rights, democracytion, forexample, schools should One hot summer day, al-
Otherwise those rights will be-reach out to one another andnd peace are a single entityexist for the sake of the studentsthough her throat was parched,
come empty, real in theory only.forge solid bonds of friendship. When one disintegrates, they allvet today it is as if the studentsshe went thirsty rather than
Why is this? Power is a de- The Soka Gakkai's move-disintegrate. Leaders in allexist for the sake of the schoolsdrink from theColored water
monic force that despises humament is a human rights strugglespheres of society must engrave We need to refocus on the im-
rights, whether it be power of na— by the people, for the peo-this truth in their minds. portance of benefiting humanity PLEASE SEE CONTEST, 15
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STUDY

APPLYING
NICHIREN
DAISHONIN'S
WRITINGS TO
DAILY LIFE

SIGN
POSTS

Of the
Same Mind

SGI-USA YOUTH DIVISION STUDY COMMITTEE

If master and disciple are not
of the same mind, they cannot
accomplish anything. The
Major Writings of Nichiren
Daishonin, vol. 1, pp. 217-18)

participated in the SGI World

Youth Training Course in Japarn
last month with other U.S. youth
representatives. If | had to sum u
the experience, | would have to sa
| deepened my understanding i
three areas: the temple issue, tre
suring the members and the ment
and disciple relationship.

In almost all the training ses-

sions, the emphasis was on the im-
portance of speaking out and fightt

ing against injustice and evil. Also
we focused on how to become a
exemplary human being, one wh
treasures others.

And | realized that the mento
and disciple relationship actually
encompasses the temple issue a
treasuring the members. In othe
words, this relationship should be
the basis for my efforts in the othe
two areas.

| was thinking a lot about the
mentor and disciple relationship
and what it means to me before
went. | have always known who my

mentor is, SGI President Ikeda. But

I realized in Japan thatitis one thin
to understand that with my mind
and another to actually take actio
based on that, from the heart.
What clicked for me this time
was realizing just what this Goshg
states: “If master and disciple ar

not of the same mind, they cannat

accomplish anything.” If this
sounds like a bold statement, wel
it is. If mentor and disciple are no

of the same mind about taking ac-
tion on the temple issue and to trea-
sure the members, they can't ag-

complish anything. Until we can

understand for ourselves this pro-

found passage, we will only be an
alyzing what our mentor is saying
not taking action based on it.

| need to have a better unde

standing about the temple issue hy

reeducating myself and others. An
| want to exert myself for others ang
learn from them, side by side with my
mentor. | don’twant to look back late
in life and say, “I should have done
this or I should have done that(li
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Nov. 18, 1930 — 8ka Gakkal Founbping Day

Creating Value Right Now

themes | strongly related to: the strugglesin’s Buddhism. | believe this book was
of youth to find self-expression and identhe external cause that led me to look to
tity, concern for the future, and bitter disEastern philosophy for answers to the
taste for the state of the world and religioubasic questions of life and death that were
politics. Hesse was born in Germany, butot addressed in my upbringing as the son
he moved to Switzerland during Worldof a Baptist minister. | will always ap-
War | because of his absolute abhorrengaeciate Hesse’s work for that.

ov. 18, 1930, was the day the ternof war. Some of his anti-war essays were Hesse was of the same era as Maki-

Soka Kyoiku Gakkgivalue-Creat- considered by the Germans too volatile tguchi, born to a world torn by the bar-
ing Educational Society) was first useghublish during the two world wars andbarity of war. | sincerely believe that
in reference to the body of lay practiwere not released until after his death, iRlesse, like Makiguchi, was searching for
tioners of Nichiren Daishonin’s Bud-the collectiorif The War Goes On.... a way to create value.
dhism. It was also the day, in 1944, that He wrote: “The Great War...for years And that's what the meaning of Nov.
Tsunesaburo Makiguchi, Soka Gakkaso devastated the world. Today we startB comes down to: How can |, in this mo-
founder, died injail, unjustly imprisonedamong its ruins, still deafened by itsnent, in this situation, create positive,
by the Japanese Imperial regime. noise, embittered by its absurdity, anthsting value for myself and everyone

To me, this is a day of great celebratiosickened by the streams of blood thatlse involved? Makiguchi expressed his

and appreciation: Without Mr. Maki- haunt all our dreams.” This, | believe answers to that questionTine System of
guchi’s supreme determination to maintaisums up the aftermath eferywar and Value-Creating Pedagogy.
the purity of this religion and his heartfeltreflects the spirit yearning for humanity Sure, | have days when | concentrate
dedication to propagate it — even at thevident in all of Hesse’s later works. Hiamore on the goals | have not yet reached,

By JIM JOHANNSEN

ARVADA, COLO., CORRESPONDENT

- cost of his life — | would not have heardwritings sought solutions to social conthose things | have not yet accomplished,

of it nor be able to embrace it today. flicts that did not resort to military might. than on my gratitude for just being able
When | first heard of Nam-myoho-He eventually won the Nobel Prize forto create value with this Buddhism. But
renge-kyo, in February 1974, | was a younbiterature in 1946. on Nov. 18 this year, all day, | am deter-
man of 17 with a dark outlook on life. I|had | first encountered this author when mined to keep in mind those who have in-
read the works of a number of great philosawas 15 and given a copy 8fddhartha, spired me toward value creation, like
phers and writers and was especially drandesse’s account of Shakyamuni’s youti-Hesse and Makiguchi, and the spirit of
to Hermann Hesse (1877-1962). The friend who gave it to me two yearsppreciation that goes hand in hand with
Much of Hesse’s work deals withlater introduced me to Nichiren Daishovalue creation. Wl

nd

WINNING IN LiIFE: THE Basics oF NICHIREN DAISHONIN's BUDDHISM

Getting Guidance

By JEFF FARR

ASSOCIATE EDITOR

« Guidance is not a one-way thing. perspective on your strugglesilain de
Guidance is really a dialogue that encouBotton, in a new book on French writer
“And then | got guidance from my senioR9eS both parties. “Through dialoguing toMarcel Proust, argues that one of
leader...” gether and giving each other hope and coRroust’s central messages was the im-

fidence to have the courage to challengeortance of taking a second look at

Once you've heard a lot of SGI expe-anything, it is the individual getting guid-things. Proust’s guidance to a young man
riences, this line sets you off — youance who makes his or her victory hapayho was obsessed with becoming rich
know what's coming next. The membepen,” says Reiko Groshell, SGI-USAwas that he should study Chardin’s paint-
gets guidance, has a realization about hyjpung women'’s division chief. “So, | don’tings, which are often of the most ordinary
or her practice, and then overcomes theelieve that guidance is a one-way thingsubjects like kitchen utensils, to discover
problem. Getting guidance is often de©f course, the senior should have a strorige beauty already around him. In other
scribed as this big turning point. determination to give the member hop&ords, to take a second look at his envi-

But isn't it true that many SGI-USA and confidence to challenge whatever thenment. Guidance serves a similar pur-
members never get guidance? Some evsituation, or even courageously state whaiose: to let us hear someone’s perhaps
cringe at the worduidance. the person may be doing wrong.” more objective view of our situation and

Actually, the wordyuidancedoesn’t just » Guidance bolsters your self-motiva- come up with our own new perspective.
mean meeting or calling a senior, usuallfion. You're on the wrong track if you're ¢ Guidance is not something that you
a person with more years of practice thamoping a senior will give you all the answersaveto follow. Ms. Groshell puts it well:
you, for advice. There are many differentvhen you seek guidance. In fact, guidanc&he bottom line is that everything is up
forms of guidance in the SGlI, includingcan be a great reminder that you're on youo the individual. What's important is what
SGI President Ikeda and other leaderswn — it's all up to you. In Presidentthe member doeafterthe guidance.
guidance in the publications, the guidanckkeda’sThe New Human Revolutiom]. 5, “Sometimes, people go ‘guidance shop-
we give each other at meetings, and evéhere’s a scene where the newly appointgqang’ until they hear something they want
the guidance you give yourself. Guidancdgader of Europe, Eiji Kawasaki, askgo hear. And sometimes, the member feels
encouragement, advice, whatever you washin'ichi Yamamoto what he’s supposed tit was not appropriate guidance. Butin my
to call it — words, ideas, experiences thato in his new responsibility. Shin’ichi justown experience, all that mattered was that
give you that extra burst of inspiration tcanswers: “You have to think of everything— whatever the guidance | received — |
overcome a problem — is everywhere iyourself and then do everything yourselftook it to the Gohonzon and, sure enough,
the SGI. The only way to avoid guidancerou have no one else to depend upon or tubecause | was sincere in wanting a solution,
in the SGl is to close your ears. to.” President Ikeda goes on to explain thatmade the right thing happen.”

Usually, though, when people talkwhile it's great to have a seeking spirit, the Alot more could be said about guidance,
about getting guidance they mean gettingumility to ask questions, etc., the purposeut the bottom line is that it can be a turn-
advice from a senior in faith. So here aref Buddhist guidance is to develop a periing point precisely because it can be the im-
some points to keep in mind if you decidson’s initiative and independence. petus foyouto make a new start, see things
you want to get this kind of guidance: « Guidance can give you another anew way, or renew a determinatiofll
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My Recollections

R
Jin Yong, Chinese Author

By SGI President Ikeda spirators; a young man who isthe suffering this was causingthe university authorities for jus-make swerve from principle,
badly burned in an attempt tothe people in the province rartice, butinstead he was expelle@nd [to be above the power] of
save the husband of the womahigh. for stirring up trouble. power and force to make bend:
hinese writer JinYong he loves; aresistance leadertorn A group of protesters set fire Later, he moved to Hong— these characteristics consti-
has lived a turbulent between his cause and love; # a Christian church in a placeKong, where he founded a newstute the great mart.”
life. His might be the sensitive young man who iscalled Danyang in JiangsupaperMing Paa There, too, he  The will of a great individual
story of one of his he- gradually tempered and forgedProvince. To them, the churchcontinued to find himself in the cannot be swayed by external
roes, always dedicated to helpby life’s trials, maturing into a and its clergy were nothing butline of fire. In one of our con- power.
ing the weak and resisting op-great hero. agents of the foreign powersversations, he said: “Because | One of Jin Yong’s characters
pression. The protagonists in Jin The leader of the uprising washave always stuck to my beliefs says, “The courageous are clear
In every Chinese community Yong’s novels are men of solidabout to be executed, but Gov4 have been subject to deathin their loyalties.? In other
around the globe, the novels ofrinciple and women of strongernor Cha helped the man esthreats and forced to bear thevords, they are loyal to their
pressure of living in constantbenefactors and relentless in
danger. But what is right is rightbringing to justice anyone who
and what is evil is evil. | have would dare harm those to whom
never given in to pressure thathey are indebted. Thisis anim-
goes against truth and justice. passioned person of action, a
always tell myself, ‘Even if person whom the good will be-
you're afraid, you must neverfriend and with whom the cor-
beat a cowardly retreat wherrupt will hesitate to meddle.
danger approaches, lest you b#/hat a contrast to the Japanese,
ridiculed by the heroes in yourwho soon forget their debts of
own novels!™ gratitude or injustices that need
As Jin Yong says, one deter+o be set straight!
mined person has the strength of But valor is different from
ahundred. Even on the day his elrecklessness. A true hero doesn't
dest son died, he laid aside hisieed to resortto heroics. JinYong
pain and grief to write an editor-is a warm and magnanimous per-
ial for his paper just like any otherson. He is cheerful, unpretentious
day. He did what he had to do. and open. He wears his great
In 1962, as a result of the fail-learning and accomplishment
ure of China’s Great Leap For-lightly, and his conversation is as
ward initiative (1958-60), a refreshing and invigorating as a
flood of refugees poured intoclear mountain stream.
Hong Kong from the mainland.  Referring to the fact that the
In his newspaper, Jin Yong calledJapanese government has failed
for assistance and took partin acto apologize for its invasion of
i tivities to help the refugees. China during World War 11, Jin
Jin Yong meets with SGI President Ikeda in February. When, in 1963, a ChineseYong has said: “Though the
government official announced,Japanese have many fine charac-
JinYong are read and cherishedesolve struggling together ascape. Then he resigned his postWe don’t need trousers, but weteristics, they are not interna-
Everyone, from street vendors taccomrades toward a commortaking full responsibility. He do need nuclear weapons,” Jirional. Itis like a personwhoiisin-
university professors, fromideal. All of his characters are vi-was prepared to give his veryYong countered in an editorial: telligent and has superior abilities
teenagers to senior citizenshrantly alive, each completelylife to save the Chinese people‘The Chinese people needbut is not good at getting along
hungrily devours his rich sagasunique. This inner strength of the Chatrousers, not nuclear weapons!fwith others. Such a personis very
He can claim hundreds of mil- He describes his creations: “Ifamily has shaped JinYong'slife When the Cultural Revolu- likely to be misunderstood and
lions of readers — too many, inwant to depict people who en-as well. tion (1966-76) began, Jin Yongthought of in a negative light....
fact, to count. His works reflect dure the most difficult circum-  Though his grades were al-was one of the first to see it for “My family was pretty well
the essence of the Chinese spiristances with an invincible spiritways at the top of his class, Jirwhat it was — a power struggleoff, but we were entirely ruined
Jin Yong’s novels portray and wage a valiant struggle toYong was expelled from school— and to report the truth. In hisby the Japanese army. My
sweeping dramas of people whdriumph over all obstacles. Thetwice. The first time was wheneditorials, he predicted themother died during the Japanese
are ready to fight for a just causereason | choose this kind of charhe was 17. He wrote a satiricouster of Lin Biao, the come-occupation for want of medicine
driven by the conviction that notacter is because this is the trupiece about an abusive headack of Deng Xiaoping, and theand proper nursing care, and my
to do so is cowardice. Justice tanature of the Chinese people.teacherinthe school newspapefate of Mao’s widow, Jiang younger brother died during that
them is more important than lifeNeedless to say, this is also a dewhich was pasted up on theQing. When asked how he wagime, too.”
itself. They fight evil and injus- scription of the way Jin Yong hasschool walls. The other studentsble to write such insightful ed-  In the Analectsof Confucius,
tice, placing their lives on theled his life. cheered, but he was expelled. itorials, Jin Yong replied that he he says, “The mean man s sure to
line for their principles, heroes  Jin Yong, whose real nameis The second time he was exupholds the principle of inde- gloss his faults*As a result, peo-
who live among the people.  Louis Cha, was born in China’spelled, Jin Yong was 20. Want-pendence and refuses to bele don'ttrust such a person, fear-
And they take many forms: aZhejiang Province in 1924. Hising to become a diplomat, he enswayed by any temptation oring that he will commit the same
warrior who becomes a wantedancestors, too, were people ofered the Central School ofpressure. This is a mark of trueerror a second and a third time.
man because he dares to rebuk@inciple. Jin Yong has profoundGovernment, where again hentegrity. Asia, indeed the entire world,
arrogant, corrupt officials; an in- respect for his grandfather, Chavas at the head of his class. But In the Chinese classic ofthinks of Japan as a nation of petty
trepid soldier who goes behindWenging, who was a provincialhe soon became angered at thdencius, we find the passagepeople. Why is that so? Is it per-
enemy lines to save a comradegovernor toward the end of theviolent way in which students “To be above the power of richeshaps because Japan does not
an honest man who rises imQing dynasty (1644-1911). Re-belonging to the Kuomintang and honours to make dissipatedjemonstrate a sense of justice?
avenging fury to clear his namesentment against Western pow{Nationalist Party) harassedto be above the power] of
when it has been sullied by coners’ incursions into China andother students. He appealed tpoverty and mean condition to PLEASE SEE YONG, NEXT PAGE
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YONG;, FROM PAGE 14 tant; what the Chinese have al- The British historian Dr. China has. And Jin Yong is saidmeans that a person who is not
ways valued is whether a persoirnold J. Toynbee urged us toto be one of the best articulatorslisliked or envied by others is
TheHuai-nan Zj* one of the is civilized. In their eyes, allwho learn from China. He told us of that Chinese spirit. not of any great caliber.” [In

mostimportant works of the earlyshare a belief in justice and rightthat in this coming age of glob-  Again, what is that spirit?
Han dynasty, says, “Justice is theousness are comrades analization, there are profoundTo fight against oppression, to
foundation of the human being."equals. This is one of China’sinsights to be gained by study-stick to one’s principles, and to 3 L “The Works of
To know what is right and wrong fundamental differences froming the great multiethnic civi- keep one’s promises even ag..Mames u?r%geéh- < C?r 39
. ! ' : s - 2 encius,"The Chinese Classics
is what makes us human. InJapanese society, which has trdization that has flourishedthe cost of one’s life. That (Taipei: SMC Publishing Inc.,
China, this is called civilization. ditionally been organized aroundthere since the beginning ofspirit links Jin Yong and my-  1991), vol. 2, p. 265.
Throughout its long history, kinship ties. In Japan, as long asecorded history. And China’'sself and binds us together ag. Jin Yong,Shu jian en chou lu
Chinese society has been, for thene has “foreign” blood, one re-neighbor Japan has a speciatue comrades. (Book, Sword, Gratitude and Re-
most part, open and accepting ofnains forever an outsider. need to do so. Soon after our first meeting,  Venge)- )
different peoples. JinYong points  To link people together  Will Japan survive the 21stJin Yong said to me, in a deci—3'|3"’“tnes ILigge%nguman Ana-
out that during the Tang dynastythrough culture, through civi- century? | don't think it's going sive, confident voice: 4 :?:cfll\;?:t.ior’mgf essé < written or
(618-907), at least 23 non-Harlization, is humanism. And this too far to say that Japan’s future “There is a Chinese saying: "compiled byscholar); atthe court
Chinese held the post of primeis what lays the groundwork forwill be decided by whether it ‘One who never undergoes per- of Liu An (d. 122 B.C.E.), the
minister. Pedigree is not impor-respect of universal values.  can learn the universalism thasecution is an inferior person.It first Han emperor.

by highly toxic industrial dis-

CONTEST, FroM PAGE 12 Kimura: How do | bt?come the  Thosewho cangetalongwith  Human rights are the sun il- charges from a local carbide plant

kind of person you're talking all kinds of people, seeing themiuminating the world. So, t00, gwned by Chisso Corporation.
fountain. Mrs. Parks writes: “I about? as equals, as fellow human beare love of humanity, kindness The disease resulted from con-
have never allowed myself to ings, manifest the true excel-and consideration. All these sumption of seafood contami-

be treated as a second-class citkeda: You can start by reading lence of their character. They are¢hings light our world. Their nated with high concentrations
izen. You must respect yourselfgood literature. You will find people of genuine culture andight brings cherry, plum, peach ggme&ﬁtﬂyie'\fr?&g Cbhi'rﬁr%r;}’(";ég
before others can respect ydu."many human rights issues exeducation. and apricot into glorious bloom ¢, years afterward. A final set-

One must live with dignity. ploredinthe pages of suchworks. The richer our hearts, ourin society, enabling everyone to tiement in lawsuits by the vic-
Character is the foundation of You can also learn to rec-humanity, the more we can recteveal their unique potential. tims and their families against
human rights. Itis far more valu-ognize the positive qualitiesognize and value others’ hu- Your mission is to make the Chisso Corporation was only
able than money. No true peacén others. One of the first stepsmanity. Those who bully and sun of human rights rise over the concluded last year.

can be achieved as long as win achieving human rights isbelittle others only diminish 21st century. To do that, you#- Quotes here and below from
Michiko Ishimure, Hi no

seek only material wealth. appreciating and embracingtheir humanity. . "must make the courageous sun Kanashimi(Sorrow of the Sun)
We must make the 21st cenindividuality. Let me share apoem, “Light,” of love for humanity rise firstin - (Tokyo: Asahi Shimbunsha,

tury a century of human rights.  It's also important to develop by Francis William Bourdillon: your own hearts. Wl 1991), pp. 89-91.

We must build a society that has solid perspective about hu- 5. Antoine de Saint-Exupérfhe

more than short-term profit as amanity, realizing that though The night has a thousand 1. “Ode to the West Wind,Shel- Little Prince, trans. Katherine

goal. To do that, the first step isothers may be different from eyes, ley—Poemsselected by Isabel Woods (New York: Harcourt

respecting ourselves, living withyou, we are all members of the And the day but one; %‘é%')y (pLofé’ZO”: Penguin Books, %ﬁ‘i‘g & Company, 1971), pp.

dignity, self-confidence and same human family. According Yet the light of the bright

pride. Such a person can themo one scientist, our ability to world dies, 2.élé;(tsritlégege\évéagfagmtggglarr;? 6'fﬁ'gg{{gsﬂisﬁﬂﬂ'ﬁgmiai‘fﬁe'

treat others with respect. differentiate operates at a very With the dying sun. tion of Independence) (Tokyo: the World) (Osaka: Kaiho Shup-
A great river begins with a shallow level of the brain, while  The mind has a thousand Popurasha, 1992), p. 153. pansha, 1991), pp. 127-28.

tiny drop of water and, from thatour ability to find commonali- eyes, 3. Acrippling disease of the central7. Rosa Parks with Gregory J. Reed,

humble beginning, flows into ties involves highly sophisti-  And the heart but one; nervous system that affected Quiet Strength: The Faith, the

the sea. The current toward @ated information-processing  Yet the light of a whole life  thousands of people in the 1950s Hope, and the Heart of a Woman

i i ; and ’'60s in and around Mina- Who Changed a NatiofGrand
century of human rights has just— a much deeper level of the dies, mata, a city in Kyushu. The wa- Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan

begun. brain. When love is done. ters off Minamata were polluted ~ Publishing House, 1994), p. 72.
Buddha: One who perceives the true na- Means” (2nd) chap- Latter Day ofthe Law:  Nichiren Daishonin (1222-82):The
ture of all life and leads others to at- ter and the “Life The period beginning  Buddha of the Latter Day of the Law.
tain the same enlightenment. The Span of the Tatha- 2,000years after Shakya- Daishoninliterally means “great sage’

=

Buddha nature is inherentin all beings gata” (16th) chapter of the Lotus Sutra muni’s death, \Wwen his teachings lose and is used as an honorific title fq

and is characterized by the qualities of and chant Nam-myoho-renge-kyo in their power and the essence of the Lotus Nichiren. He inscribed the Gohonzon
wisdom, courage, compassion, spiri- front of the Gohonzon. Sutra will be propagated. and established the invocation of Nam-
tual strength, hope and unshakabl&osho: Literally, “writing worthy of Nam-myoho-renge-kyo:The fundamen-  myoho-renge-kyo as the universal
happiness. greatrespect”: the writings of Nichiren  tal component of Buddhist practice, practice to attain Buddhahood.
daimoku: Literally, “title.” Refers to the in- Daishonin. which expresses the ultimate truth oBhakyamuni: Also known as Siddhartha
vocation, or chanting, of Nam-myoho-ichinen: Literally, “one mind.” The life- life and allows eachindividualtotaphis Gautama. The first historically rer
renge-kyo. moment, or ultimate reality, that is orherinnate enlightened nature directly. corded Buddha, he is the founder of
Gohonzon:The embodiment of the law of  manifested at each moment in com- Although the deepest meaning of Nam- Buddhism.
Nam-myoho-renge-kyo and the life of mon mortals. myoho-renge-kyo is revealed onlySoka Gakkai: Literally, “Society for the

Nichiren Daishonin in the form of a karma: Sanskrit word meaning “action.”  through the practice of chanting it, there Creation of Value.” The name of the lay
mandalaHonzormmeans “objectoffun- ~ The life tendency or destiny that each is aliteral definition for each of the com-  organization of Nichiren Daishonin’s
damental respectjomeans “worthy of individual creates through thoughts, ponentwordsiam(devotion) meansto  Buddhism.

honor.” TheGohonzonakes the formof ~ words and deeds. One’s actions in the fuse one’s life with the universal law; Soka Gakkai International (SGI): The
a paper scroll inscribed with Chinese past have shaped one’s reality at pre- myoho(Mystic Law) is the fundamen-  umbrella organization led by Presiden
and two Sanskrit characters. Together, sent, and actions in the present deter- tal principle of the universe and its phe- Daisaku Ikeda, which includes organi-
these characters represent life in its mine in turn one’s future. This is the nomenal manifestationsenge (lotus zations in 128 nations. It was estap-

=

highest condition: Buddhahood. “Nam-  law of cause and effect at work. flower) refers to the lotus, which blooms  lished in 1975.
myoho-renge-kyo, Nichiren” is written kosen-rufu: Literally, to “widely declare and seeds at the same time, symboliten worlds: Potential conditions of life in-
down the center of the Gohonzon. and spread (Buddhism).” To secure ingthe simultaneity of cause and effect; herent in each individual. They are:

gongyo:Literally, “assiduous practice.”In  lasting peace and happiness for all andkyo(sutra, or teaching ofaBuddha) Hell, Hunger, Animality, Anger, Hu-
Nichiren Daishonin’s Buddhism, humankind throughthe propagation of broadly indicates all phenomena or the manity, Rapture, Learning, Realiza
gongyo means to recite the “Expedient Nichiren Daishonin’s Buddhism. activities of all living beings. tion, Bodhisattva and Buddhahood.
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Brig. Gen. Evelyn
Foote, left, special
assistant to the
secretary of the
Army, and Maj.
Gen. Richard
Siegfried,
chairman, Army
Senior Review
Panel, pose for
photographers at
the Pentagon, June
3.In her military
career, Foote
achieved many
firsts, among them
first woman to
teach at the Army
War College and
first woman to
command Fort
Belvoir in Virginia.

Your Values

By TERRY ELLIS with a degree in sociology. Frustrated bin 1970. And she was there in 1978 whearossing gender, rank and racial lines,”
CONTRIBUTING EDITOR her early attempts to find a satisfying jobthe corps was decommissioned, andccording tothe Army news service’s ac-

she did what other young people haveomen were fully integrated into the Army.count of the report. But she saw in this
n many ways, Evelyn “Pat” Foote,done when they want to be all that they Along the way, Foote earned manyargest self-evaluation in Army history
67, exemplifies the Army’s hopecan be: She joined the Army — thdirsts, among them first woman to teach atoncrete data from which to work.
not only for gender equality but theWomen’s Army Corps, to be precise —the Army War College and first womanto And her personal conclusion matched
future of leadership as an art—thén 1959. “The pay was miserable,” sheommand Fort Belvoir in Virginia. Shethat of the report: Army leaders are the
return to values such as respect, dignitgaid in a recent interview withvestor's  also learned her share of lessons on deatitical factor in “creating, maintaining
pride, honor and integrity; the responBusiness Daily:But it was equally mis- ing with sexism, such as “keep an eveand enforcing an environment of respect

sibility of the individual for his or her erable for men and women.” keel” and “don’t get distracted by a skir-and dignity.” Too many leaders, the report
actions, and the setting of high stan- During her 30 years in the military, shamish when the real battle is down the&oncluded, have failed to gain the trust of
dards through behavior. rose to brigadier general — a one-staoad.” Foote insists that women who aréheir soldiers.

No wonder she was called out of regeneral in a succession that reaches ‘firsts” must accept the fact that they have “We fail them,” Foote said at the time
tirement last November to help leadfour stars — before retiring in 1989.to work harder. But she also believes ththe results were released, “when we don't
along with Maj. Gen. Richard Siegfried,(Today, four women on active duty holdArmy should live up to its advertisementsgive them the most rigorous, demanding
the Army’s Senior Review Panel on Sexthis rank; a fifth has earned two stars and The information set out in the reportraining and set standards that apply to
ual Harassment. The panel just releasedsixth, three stars.) of the sexual harassment panel's eiglthe man or the woman. No difference.
its report last month. Foote was a leader in the Women’snonths of work surveying some 30,00@ur soldiers need leaders who set the

Born in Durham, N.C., Foote gradu-Army Corps when the first female officerspeople wasn't news to Foote: “Sexual hastandard, enforce the standard and live
ated from Wake Forest University in 1952ommanding both genders were promotedssment exists throughout the Armythe standard.” W]



