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‘The New Human Revolution,’

e

Nepalese citizens inspect a new ambulance, donated by the Soka Gakkai Youth Peace Conference.

Soka Gakkai Youth Donate
Ambulance in Nepal

Soka Gakkai’s Youth
Peace Conference raised
funds, consulted United
Nations to determine
most effective aid.

Courtesy oF SGI
OFFICE OF PEACE AFFAIRS

Tokyo, July 25

lance today.
The Japanese delegationofthe U.N. High Commissione
comprising members of thefor Refugees Jhapa sub-offi

23to participate in the event andr. Ganga Prased Goit.
survey conditions at area TheYPC made the present
hospitals. tion to “create better living con

vehicle were raised through achief Hiroki Nagano, alluding
YPC fund-raiser, which hasto the fact that both local citizen

Proceeds to purchase the newlitions for all,” said delegation

Teen Leaders
Create New
Visions for
Their Future

TEEN CORRESPONDENT
Ft. Lauderdale, Fla., Aug. 1-4

Four short days and three long
nights at the Florida Nature and
Culture Center, and the lives of
almost 160 youths changed for-
ever. They re-evaluated them-
selves. They took a different out-
look on their future and a

different attitude toward the

world. And they began to create
a new vision of the SGI.

“Those of us who have the
opportunity to be here, have the
opportunity to change the world,
so that when we are parents, our
teenagers won't have to face the
same challenges,” said Emi
Gwin of San Diego, who noted
that teenagers today face the
“toughest times in history.”

The 2nd Junior High and
High School Divisions Leaders
Conference held this weekend
brought together a group of

Minister Krishna Mainali, head young people from across the

rcountry who are living these
dimes while practicing Bud-

Soka Gakkai Youth Peace ConPeter Jonsen, and acting medicalhism. They feel the same pres-
ference, was dispatched on Julguperintendent of the hospitakures as many other teenagers

in society do and struggle
athrough the same obstacles of
- life.
One of the conference’s main
themes was “Creating a Vision”
sof the SGI organization that will

Responding to a critical need abeen held annually since 1973and refugees make use of theeflect their dreams and the

National Mechi Zonal Hospital Until the YPC donation, the hos-medical facilities.

in the eastern Nepalese districpital could not provide emer- The donation resulted fro
of Jhapa, a youth contingentgency ambulance services.  consultations between the YR
from the Soka Gakkai in Japan Among those attending the
donated a fully equipped ambu-ceremony were Nepalese Health

PLEASE SEE AMBULANCE, 4

needs of the future. During one
nopen mike session, volunteers
Gspontaneously shared their vi-

pLEASE SEE FUTURE, 6

U.S. Peace Organization Commends SGI President

Courtesy oF SGI NEWSLETTER

sonally present the statement téauling, it has formed alliancesand has continued to hold frank

the SGI leader this Septemberwith groups focused on achiev-dialogues with national leaders,
In honor of the 40th anniversaryDr. Krieger noted that now, 40ing peace across the globe andcholars and cultural figures
of second Soka Gakkai presidenyears after Mr. Toda’s bold ini- taken the lead in promoting an-around the globe. He has thus
Josei Toda’s Declaration for thetiative, many citizen organiza-tinuclear and pro-peace movebuilt friendships and established

Abolition of Nuclear Weapons, tions throughout the world arements in the United States.
the Nuclear Age Peace Foundaworking hard to realize this es-

trustin an effort to create a world

In 1957, President Toda madewvithout war. The SGI held the

tion in Santa Barbara, Calif., hassential goal of aworld free of nu-his landmark declaration de-“Nuclear Arms: Threat to Our

stated its intent to prepare alear arms.
commemorative statement rec-

nouncing nuclear weapons andVorld” exhibition in 26 cities in
The Nuclear Age Peacecalling for an unconditional ban17 countries toward raising

ognizing SGI President Ikeda’'sFoundation was established iron their use and manufactureawareness of nuclear issues.

achievements and pioneeringent982. Working together with Carrying on that vision as hi

sPresident Ikeda also founded the

deavors to create lasting peacesuch noted peace scholars andisciple and successor, Mr. lkedaoda Institute for Global Peace
Foundation president Davidhuman rights activists as Dr.has visited the United States, thand Policy Research in February

Krieger informed Mr. lkeda by Johan Galtung, Dr. Ved PrakasHormer Soviet Union and Chin

letter, saying that he would per-Nanda and the late Dr. Linusduring the height of the Cold Warclear disarmament.

a1996, whose top priority is nu-
Wij
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OPINION

VOICES

Why is it important to continually study —
and participate in dialogue — about
the priesthood issue?

Members of Boston Joint Territory respond:

During 1990 to 1994 | was up on the priesthood issue, bu
time passed my seeking spirit faded. The first step in my hun
revolution is realizing how crucial it is for me to understan
not only the history but the essence of the issue. It is my
sponsibility to continually study for my education as well ¢
to be able to dialogue with all members, active and inacti
More than anything | need to continually believe in my he
that | have the ability to stand up for the Law and not leav:
up to someone else to defend my beliefs.

— JOEL CAROL BOWEN, Everett, Mass.

As a leader, as a disciple, | should educa
myself about the priesthood issue, esp
cially since there is no temple in New Eng
land. | believe that Nikken is the embodi
ment of the devilish function. Not to try to
understand, or to be passive, and not fig
against evil, is definitely not the attitude o
a disciple. From the standpoint of dia
logue, | feel | should bring up this subject, find out what i
sues people have, understand their questions and enable
to deepen their understanding. In our headquarters, we are
ginning to work on this.

— LIZA SCHAEFFER, Wellesley, Mass.

v
it

Studying and participating in dialogue
about the priesthood issue helps me b
come more confident about practicing co
rectly. The devilish function is always pre
sent: In Shakyamuni’s time, in Nichiren
Daishonin’s time, in the lifetime of [first
Soka Gakkai president] Tsunesabur
Makiguchi. For the sake of future genera

Students Need Our Support

hen SGI President Ikedal
meets with students, he

by their leaders (the phone calls
suddenly stop). But if the com-
often urges them to make study munication keeps coming, if stu-
their top priority. For students, he dents feel they're still in the loop,
has said, faith manifests itself in their studies. Aftéhey’ll be encouraged to persevere in faith and their
all, in the long course of life, the time one can detudies.
vote to intensive studies as a high school or collegeAnother way we can support students is by re-
student is relatively short. And yet it is a decisivepecting their decisions. Many times students have
I asime; what students can get out of school deeply itv- decide between doing an activity or studying.
narfluences the direction their lives will take and whationoring their choice may sometimes be hard. When
d they will contribute in the future. With this in mind,we really want a student to attend a meeting, and she
re-one of the missions of the newly formed SGI-USAecides not to, we might start thinking of ways to per-
as student division is “contributive life,” to “challengesuade her to change her mind. “You can study in the
ve.ourselves through academics and faith toward pesr on the way,” we might say, offering her a ride to
art itively contributing to society in the 21st century."the meeting. But our good intentions might inadver-
e it It seems, though, that it's getting harder than eviemtly cause pressure and resentment.
to be a studentin the United States — especially a col-On the other hand, we may worry about students
lege student. Because of high tuition, many collegeho are very active in the organization, when we feel
students must work while they're going to school. they should be studying more. But many students find
te Inaddition to working and taking classes, manthat what they learn in the SGI gives greater meaning
e- are also participating, as best they can, in SGI-USétheir studies and translates into greater productiv-
- activities. That's a tall order, and the truth is thaty with their schoolwork. (Of course, if we feel a stu-
+ sometimes it's almost impossible to fill. Peoplelent is using activities to run away from schoolwork
have different ways of dealing with the challenge- going to meetings every night during finals week,
ht of time management as students: Some cut backfoninstance — we’'d do well to express our concern.)
f activities or become temporarily “inactive”; a few Respecting students’ decisions also means to
stay in school longer than they otherwise would smderstand that their schedules are sometimes sub-
s- they can fulfill organizational responsibilities ject to sudden change. Students often don’t know
thelBvery student needs to make wise choices. ahead of time how much homework they’ll have on
> be- With a growing number of students in our orgaa given weekend, how long it will take them to fin-
nization, and with the fall semester coming on, peish an assignment, when they’'ll be able to meet with
haps it's an appropriate time to reflect on how th@assmates to work on a group project, etc.
SGI-USA can best support students. How can our Helping students make their studies priority No.
organization help students make studies their tdpmakes us all winners. We can take pride in their
le- priority, but also give them faith encouragementZctories at school as would their families. And the
- How can we establish relationships with thesgtudents will come to more deeply respect the SGI-
members, whom we might rarely see at activitiddSA for its support — not pressure — during this
because of their busy schedules? crucial time, learning the principle that faith man-
One way is through regular communication. Afests itself in daily life. The SGI-USA has a lot to
o phone call here, an e-mail there, or a calendar in thiéer students in this respect.
- mail once a month can help students feel connectedBut ultimately it's up to the students to take re-

tions, it is important to continue the fight today.... From repu- to the organization. And theyantto feel con- sponsibility. We can pointthem in that direction, but

diating ideas propounded by the priesthood, | have learned
this is a struggle within my life as well, an uncompromisir
battle within and without. A Gosho passage reads, “To seek
lightenment without repudiating slander is as futile as tryi
to find water in the midst of fire or fire in the midst of water
(The Major Writings of Nichiren Daishoniwol. 1, p. 165)
— MEENAKSHI GUPTA, Marlborough, Mass.

Itis a challenge for me even to think about the priesthood iss
Itis a subject | have been avoiding for the past two years. A
days ago, however, | read how active the temple movement|
become, and | am determined to study the subject to have g

ter understanding of it and not be swayed by it. | believe that i

studying and engaging in dialogue, | can support SGI Presid
Ikeda and his passion for world peace.
— ZENILDA BASTONE, Boston

Before the split with the priesthood, | wa
uncertain which aspects of the practic
were ritual, which were mere formality,

were the Daishonin’s Buddhism. Readin
the World Tribuneand Living Buddhism

clarify for me the essential elements of th
practice. Also, previously much of my understanding of t
Gosho was superficial, especially in light of the three pow
ful enemies. Now my understanding is much deeper and
real meaning for my life.

— MARSHA WESTROPP, Framingham, Mass.

which were Eastern customs and whic|

and studying other materials has helpe

thatected. Some students say they are sorry they cawfiether they can become “humanistic leaders
g be as active as they were before; some are dismafigdo] will emerge like a glittering galaxy of stars,”
enwhen they're unable to attend a discussion meetiag President Ikeda has said he hopes they will, in
ng for a few weeks and then feel they're “written offthe end depends on them. WT]
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OPINION

WORLD TRIBUNE When Africa Comes

MAILBOX

Just a Thought

Youth Peace Conference Steering Committee member Da
Bogoslaw is quoted in th&lorld TribungJuly 18, “Stop! In the
Name of Peace”) as saying, “In the past, some of us may ha
gotten the wrong idea, deciding Buddhism was about creating
a safe little world to hide in.” An interesting remark. Could be

Into Its Own

some 30 African countries havechief judge (president of the
shown positive growth rates incourt) in the Town of Touba.”
the last year, some as highas 12 The chief judge himself
percent. The administration alsawrites: “As a young and growing
pointed out that a majority of group, we attach a great deal of
Africa’s 48 countries have importance to this kind of un-
begun economic and politicalprecedented exchange, which
that whatever SGI activity, though it may fall short of someone’s [—or years, SGI President Ikedaeform over the last 10 years. can serve to fortify our faith in
expectations, is a priceless opportunity for someone else’s perl has been saying thatthe con- The second encouragingthe Gohonzon. We take your
sonal growth. Could be that someone’s “safe little world to hide tinent of Africa will come intoits event is the advance of Nichirengesture of friendship as an im-
in” is someone else’s “garden of humanity.” Just a thought.| own in the 21st century. This isDaishonin’s Buddhism in mense benefit.... | hope this
— JOE A. KOSTECKE, Los Angeles| very encouraging, but until re-Africa. bridge between our two com-
cently | was unaware of any cor- Recently, Boston Joint Terri- munities united in faith can per-
roborating opinion that | could tory’s Sunrise District in New petuate itself for all time.”
trust. The media, both electronicHampshire began a correspon- From a radio announcer: I
and print, generally presents alence with Groupe Espoiram still in Korhogo at the radio
5o-grim picture of Africa, concen- (Hope Group) in Korhogo, station ‘The Voice of the North.’
trating on civil conflict, famine northern Ivory Coast. Together,Soon, we will have the autho-
ideand disease. they have created a newsletterjzation from the Ivorian govern-

Vi

By FLETCHER DALTON

BOSTON

My Way of Sending a Message

Since the SGI began conferring the Nichikan-transcribed
honzon, I've wanted to share my experience irvtoed Tri-
buneFor me, to embrace this Gohonzonis a great source of p

since Nichikan himself had such keen insight and compass
Itis my heartfelt feeling that only the SGl is bringing to the wor|
the true spirit of the Daishonin’s Buddhism, as did Nichikan.

When | exchanged the Nikken-transcribed Gohonzon for

on. The first significant verifica- “Kosen-rufu Journal,” in which ment to operate. | have been

d tion of President Ikeda’s predic-they share hopes, dreams and rehanting for this for two years.”
tion for me was a talk given in cent achievements. The “Kosen-rufu Journal”

heBoston in June by new U.N. In one issue of the “Kosen-contains statements from high

ac-Secretary-General Kofi Annan,rufu Journal,” Hope Group school students, housewives, of-
Daiwho had just returned from aChief Kpan Denis writes: “l was fice workers and gardeners,
it, meeting of African heads of chanting to be able to obtain eamong others.

§ astate in Zimbabwe. Democracymicrocomputer. After three  Of course, there have been
is definitely going to come years of practice, | was able taSGI members in Africa for a
about, he predicted, due to thesecure a loan from my bank,ong time, but the “Kosen-rufu
desire and determination of awhich permitted me to buy aJournal” represents the first op-
new generation of leaders to seeomputer. | have started a smalportunity | have had to read sto-
Africa realize its full potential. business with a friend in whichries of the daily struggles and

Shortly after Mr. Annan’s we prepare documents for peovictories of African members.

s- visit, President Clinton, accord-ple on the computer. We also Altogether, the statements of
andng to The New York Times,offer lessons to people who wantMr. Annan, Mr. Clinton and the
“joined with bipartisan membersto learn about computers. members of Hope Group seem

Nichikan Gohonzon, | felt a new and fresh departure to my pr
tice and a feeling as if once again | was connected to the [
shonin’s spirit. Nikken has trampled on the Daishonin’s spi
and turning in the Nikken Gohonzon was my way of sendin
message to Nikken: You're not welcome in my house.

— BILL MANHEIM, Los Angeles

No Censorship

In the Aug. 1 “Mailbox,” | read a letter that has me very di
turbed. It started with the Rebel Flag debate [in the June
July issues otiving Buddhisr and continues with this
“Mailbox” column.

In several letters, members commented on articles thatd
agree with their point of view, which is OK. However, they stat
they want théVorld Tribuneor Living Buddhisrhcensored to
fit their opinions.

Much blood has been shed over the last 200-plus year
assure all of us freedom of speech and religion. Without t
sacrifice on our behalf, the United States and Japan would
have the SGI or all the great benefits we have gotten from
SGI bringing us the Gohonzon....

To me, it seems these members are not listening to $

of Congress to promote a series “As for the latest news from to me a profusion of buds that
on'of trade measures with Africa in-Korhogo,” he continues, “Dan will blossom and become a glo-
ed tended to encourage free-markelKpan has passed his baccalauious flower garden in the 21st
reforms of the continent’s mostreate exam, and Gnakadeentury, which President Ikeda
Joachim has received the gredbng ago declared to be the Cen-
Wi}

promising economies.”
sto Also, according to th€imes, benefit of being appointed atury of Africa.
hai
ng
thg

Contact us via the Internet . . . SGI-USA Web Page: hitp://www.sgi-usa.org
Email to Editorial: SokaNews@aol.com or Subscriptions: SG/ SUBS@aol.com

5G

President Ikeda. Dialogue is the way to peace. That means
you have to LISTEN to the other sid®ur practice brings us °
great fortune and benefit, but it won't bring us peace if we Correctlons:
refuse to listen with respect to other people.
War is not spontaneous combustion that occurs due tojthe
presence of guns and/or soldiers. It comes from anger, greed, <« What war did we say? For those of you wondering if we got the wrong year for the com-
wounded pride and misunderstanding. The causes of war|can missioning of the USE&onstitutionin our Aug. 1 issue: No, we didn’t. But we mentioned
be short-circuited by dialogue. LISTEN and talk to others with the wrong war. “Old Ironsides” was commissioned in 1794, almost 20 years after the Rev-
respect so you can work out the rough spots together. olutionary War.
Bottomline — no censorship of thorld Tribune.
— PAT CALHOUN, Sherman, N.Y. * Some readers may have noted different numbers quoted by news sources on the nimber
of crew aboard the USSonstitutionwhen it sailed July 21. Th&/orld Tribunereported
Letters printed here do not necessarily reflect the opinions of about 140, which according to the ship’s executive officer, Lt. Cmdr. Claire Bloom, re-
the SGI-USA or th&/orld Tribune. flects the numbers of people it took to actually sail the vessel. Higher crew numbers re-
In the “Mailbox,” we will publish members’ comments), ported in other sources include former commanders, dignitaries and others not directly in-
suggestions and questions as they pertain ti\tbed Tri- volved with the work of sailing.
bune.Because of volume, not all letters can be printed, but
they are all read. All letters are subject to condensation. « The photograph of female boxer Dallas Malloy in our Aug. 8 issue was taken by David
Please include signature, mailing address and telephane Vernon of Ardmore, Okla. A credit line for the photo was inadvertently omitted.
number. Pseudonyms and initials will not be used. Send |let}
ters to “Mailbox,” World Tribune, 525 Wilshire Boulevard, ¢ InourAug. 15 article on former Supreme Court Justice William Brennan, we give two dlif-
Santa Monica, CA 90401; or via America Online (SokaNews). ferent dates of death. The date in the caption, July 24, is correct.
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Tolerance Brings Peace, Says
European Academy President

Courtesy oF SGI NEWSLETTER

Tokyo, July 11

the Greek physician Hippocratesble sphere, explaining that the
whose oath to use his judgmenmonument’s foundation will be

and abilities for helping people —made of the same material, and

The earth’s fate rests on our efnot causing them harm or hurt—that it will be a symbol of the
forts to promote dialogue, saidis well known. Dr. Unger's acad- academy’s desire to unite the
the president of the Europearemy embodies this spirit, Presi-world in a network of tolerance.
Academy of Sciences and Arts indent Ikeda affirmed. The European Academy of
an address at Soka University The SGI president also saidSciences and Arts, established in

Youth Peace Conference members on a fact-finding mission to Nepal,
surveying conditions at refugee clinics and hospitals.

today. Dr. Felix Unger afterward that the world is presently in a1990, is a community of leading

met with SGI President and Mrs.state of chaos, and
Ikeda at the Tokyo Makiguchi that people every-
Memorial Hall. where are seeking
In his address, titled “Toler- answers to ques-
ance — A Basis for Intercultural tions about what
Dialogue,” Dr. Unger stated thatthe 21st century
the ability to understand and apholds, about what
preciate the differences of othershey can do. It is
is conceived through dialogue.the responsibility
When put into action, toleranceof all thinking
enables us to lay the groundworlpeople in the
for peace, he asserted. world, he said, to
Dr. Unger wentonto stress theaddress such
importance of interfaith dialogue queries and pro-
toward establishing mutual un-pose solutions,
derstanding among the various reand provide inspi-

Action based

on universal
values can
solve global
problems.
|

social  figures
whose aim is to
contribute to the
development of
humanity and
promotion of har-
mony on a global
scale. Its execu-
tive advisors in-
clude King Juan
Carlos | of Spain,
Chancellor Hel-
mut Kohl of Ger-
many, President
Véaclav Havel of
the Czech Repub-

Soka Gakkai Youth Donate

Ambulance in Nepal
AMBULANCE, From PAGE 1

ligions and cultures, and using itration and education. He addedic, President Arpad Goéncz of
as the foundation for building athat a new solidarity among in-Hungary and President Jacques
new, global culture. In conclusion,tellectuals is vital, not only in Eu- Santer of the European Com-
he held that respect for life and theope and North America, butmission. Former Soviet president
For its initial support phase, development and protection ofthroughout Asia, especially in Mikhail Gorbachev also takes
the YPC decided to providehumanity are fundamental in cre-China and India, and in Southpart in one of the academy’s di-
and the UNHCR in Nepal onmedical supplies and instru-ating harmonious coexistence —America and Africa. visions.
what would be the most effectivements, including an electrocar-that only when we take action Agreeing with the SGlleader, Represented organizations
contribution to the refugees, whodiograph unit. It is also funding based upon universal values cabr. Unger emphasized that it isinclude the Club of Rome, All-
reside in area camps, as well athe employment of new medicalwe solve global problems. the duty of people of conscienceEuropean Academies and the
Nepalese citizens in neighboringoersonnel later this year at a The European academy, lo-around the world to clarify global European Council. More than 50
communities. nearby hospital in Damak, cated in Salzburg, Austria, nameduman values. countries in Europe, North and
The YPC dispatched its firstwhich is administered by theMr. Ikeda an honorary senator President Unger also intro-South America, Asia and the
medical fact-finding mission to Japan-based Association othis past March. During their duced the academy’s plan to esMiddle East participate in the or-
eastern Nepal to survey condiMedical Doctors in Asia, with meeting, the SGI leader said thatablish a Monument of Toleranceganization’s wide-ranging sci-
tions at refugee clinics and localthe aim of boosting the overallDr. Unger, a heart surgeon andn a suburb of Salzburg. He therentific and scholarly research
hospitals in March 1996. capacity of area hospitals.ifi  social activist, reminded him of presented Mr. Ikeda with a mar-projects. m

We Want Your e N\ Y
The Student Files

Name: Ronda Dynice Brooks

FNCC Impressions!

Have You Been to the Florida Nature and Culture Center Yet? School:  California State
Share Your Experience With the World! University, Long
Beach
What was your visit to the FNCC like? Did you Major:  Costume Design

make any new friends? Did you learn something
new about your practice? Did the FNCC change
your view of the SGI? Was there a leader who
impressed you? What did you bring home to
your family, work or local organization?

The World Tribuneis about to start a new
series of “FNCC Impressions” and we need your
help. Please send a photo of yourself and your
200-word FNCC story (or poem) to theworld
Tribune, 525 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica, CA
90401.

his September | begin my third andvisdom. My true courage, confidence

final year for my master’s of fine artsand wisdom emerge, allowing me to ex-
and will graduate in May 1998. Some ofress myself creatively in ways that rep-
the subjects this semester are costume iesent my Buddhahood. | am learning to
lustration, period patternmaking, maketrust myself and not compare myself to
up and lighting. | am designing my masethers.
ter's thesis show, whichis an original play Friends at school usually notice some-
about the life of Giacomo Puccini andhing unique and composed about me even
opens Oct. 3. when I'm under stress. When they ask me

Whenever | get into a creative blockwhat | do to stay happy, | tell them about

have a lack of confidence and doubt myehanting. Because each person is different,
self, | go to the Gohonzon and chant foruse wisdom when talking with theilli

L/
g D
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Chorus members perform for patients atthe Hospital for Sick Children, a neighbor of the D.C. Community Center.

Chorus Sings tor Hope,

Peace and Friendship

WASH., D.C., CORRESPONDENTS

nicate the schedule and offer enkids that each of them is precious
couragement. “People talk withand holds the potential to experi
me about difficulties with music ence tremendous joy — a feeling
The Washington, D.C., Chorus isand transportation,” he says. “Ithat can definitely be obtained if
making wonderful friendships. have to explain last minute dethey never give up on their
Recent performances have notisions and policies — some-dreams. Children and staff re-
only inspired audiences but havehing like a diplomat. I've been sponded by joining in, singing
allowed the performers toencouraging them for their de-and clapping to the tunes, indi-
deepen their commitment to thevelopment and for the develop-cating that message had struck
mission of achieving peacement of the chorus.” chord.
through song. As with the other chorus The performance was part o
After their performance atthemembers, his dedication helpsa program initiated by the Rev,
U.N. Association—-USA's 1997 him better reach the audienceRebecca Bentzinger, who re
National Convention, Vice Pres-“In performing now, | am aware cently began holding non-de-
ident for National Programs of people in the audience —theimominational services as the
James M. Olsen told the chorusexpressions — smiling, nodding,chaplain for the hospital, which
“I always have a vision of how crying,” he says. “I feel good thatis in the same neighborhood as
these meetings should go, but thisre can touch people like that.” the SGI-USA Washington, D.C.,
year, because of you and your Community Center.
wonderful music, this meeting ™ he chorus is definitely a She put out an invitation to
has surpassed my dream. | hopel place for personal growth,local church choirs to sing for the
you could tell by the receptionsays Chorus Director Mollenechildren as part of the weekly
from the audience how muchFowlkes. “Our mission is to sup-Sunday service. An arrangemerjt
they appreciated your perfor-port our Buddhist movement forwas worked out to conduct &
mance.” world peace through music,” sheBuddhist ceremony followed by
Warm responses and positivesays. “Chanting for and strivingthe pastor’s Christian service.
comments such as this are tribto achieve that through singing Interspersed in a medley of

utes to years of dedication andhas helped all of us in our indi-songs, chorus members shared week segment of the year or tand unhappiness. Those sha

hard work on the part of the cho-idual practice and in all aspectdnspiring Buddhist concepts.
rus members. Chorus Adminis-of our lives. We have become After the performance, Ms.
trator Karen Leigh explains thatstronger as individuals and thatiBentzinger thanked the chorus,
for several years the chorus hawhat gives us our joy. We are nowsaying that their spirit was ap-
struggled with its identity and interacting with the community preciated. In a letter, she said:
reason for being. However, dur-and sharing our joy and determi-The patients, staff and families
ing the last two years, the chorusation with all kinds of people of the Hospital for Sick Children
has grown tremendously. from all religions and back- join with me in thanking you for
“When | first performed in grounds. Music is the universalyour beautiful musical message
the chorus | didn't realize language and our mission is af peace and hope! Sunday cal
singing was so difficult,” chorus good vehicle to send the Bud-sometimes be a slow day for the
member Troy Roots says. “ldhist spirit of peace throughoutchildren, so having a special mu
knew a little about music and Ithe world.” sical treat really can lift their spir-
enjoyed singing, but the prac- On June 29, the chorus agaitits. Your commitment and enthu-
tices were real work and veryspread the message of healttsiasm were evident to us all, and
intense.” As a section leader, Mrhappiness and hope when menwe hope that you will return to be
Roots calls about 20 men two obers sang at the Hospital for Sickvith us again! Peace be with

o5&

a night (cholesterol aside) and tochant every day. Yes, even far

T

v

DEARBETTY: OnvacationtheDEAR LAZY (Well, you said
weather was gorgeous, the kidt first): They say you can't be
were delightful, and the foodin two places at once, but we
was terrific. Now I'm home and sure keep trying. Could be
the kids are whining, the placeyou're stillin the vacation mode
is a wreck, and | can't think of — minus the beach or the
what to make for dinner. Whymountains or whatever.
can't life be like a vacation? Though | sympathize with
— FADING TAN your struggle to lose those 10
pounds (this summer Betty B.
DEAR HOPE YOU USED herself stayed at—where else
SUNSCREEN: | hate to be a— a B&B that served the most
wet beach blanket, but thosescrumptious biscuits ang
idyllic days are not reality. Let's muffins every morning — def-
face it, beautiful surroundings,initely a broadening experi-
lavish meals and constant enence), your diet is a personal
tertainment aren’'ttough to take.choice.
They don'trequireyoutochant But if you want to change
a whole lot. But the less-than-your karma, there’s only one
fabulous environment of daily recipe: gongyo and daimoku.
life — that's another matter.  Accomplishing anythingin life
The challenge is to develop— doing gongyo, losing
the kind of life-condition where weight, saving money, garden-
meatloaf tastes like filet mignoning — requires self-discipline,
and your window box resem-It's not always easy to muster
bles Monet's garden at Giverny.up the motivation. But let me
Of course it's perfectly OK to tell you a little secret. It's hard
work toward buying steak everyfor all of us to do gongyo and

-~

save toward your own estate iryour leaders, those parago
the south of France. In theof...OK, they're only human,
meantime, learn how to enjoybutthey're out there making eft
what you've got. Presidentforts. And that's what all of us
Toda once said that he was imeed to do to change our lives,
the state where he enjoyed livwwhether it's replacing that
ing itself. Can you say themorning lemon poppy seed
same? muffin with sit-ups to get in
Granted, it's easy for me toshape for our fall wardrobes or
give advice as | dictate this col-setting our alarm a half houf
umn from the pink sands ofearlier to get in some extra
Bermuda (just kidding), but daimoku for our back-to-schoo
since the majority of our lives — or work — goals.
is consumed by day-to-day SGI President Ikeda said re-
minutiae — work, kids, shop- cently: “Life is a struggle with
ping, dishwashing — what ourselves. Itis a tug-of-war ber
makes more sense: to relegateveen moving forward and re
happiness to a two- or threegressing, between happines

%)

pump ourselves up with enoughon willpower or self-motivation
daimoku, home visits and studyshould chant daimoku and pray
to enjoy every moment? Youwith conviction to become peo
decide. And don'tforgetto sendple of strong will, who can
me a postcard. tackle any problem with real se-
riousness and determination.’

DEAR BETTY: | got on the If you can't do it on your
scale when | returned from va-own, find a pal and encourag
cation and discovered | had puteach other. The end of summer
on 10 pounds! I'm trying to diet is upon us. Time to find our way
but so far no luck. Strangelyback to the “earth” of our Bud-
enough, it's hard for me to force dha nature. You may have made
myself to do gongyo and chanContactwith some beautiful
Nam-myoho-renge-kyo, too. sights outthere, butas all eart
— LAZY DAYS OF lings know, there’s no place like

SUMMER home.

]

-

three times a month to commu-Children. They conveyed to theyou!” WT]
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Teen Leaders Create New
Visions for Their Future

FUTURE, From PAGE 1 of us here go back to our orga:
nizations and use this confer

sions, which took the form of ence as momentum of hope fo
strong statements of appreciathe future.” —
tion, including a rap poem, “My vision has changed
which brought participants tosince | came to the FNCC,” said
their feet in applause. Jason Berg of New Jersey. “I
“My visionis such anintense thought | understood Presiden
thing to put into words,” said |keda’s vision for us, but in com- (£
Ivan Meyreles of San Franciscoing here | realize his vision is a’f
“I struggle to understand whatlot bigger: That each memben=;

7
SGI President lkeda’s missionshould become a capable me %%,
= 3
e {

Photos by BRIAN DREISBACH

is, not just the theoretical sideber in society, that we should|
but the practical aspect of his vi-develop into people that take re {8
sion. We cannot achieve thesponsibility for their lives, that [&
practical side unless we breakve have the power to pursue ou
down the barriers. To have no redreams and hopes. My vision ig
strictions, to have absolute freethat the junior high and high
dom. When President Ikedaschool divisions in New Jerse
came in 1990, he was trying toconnect with President Ikeda.”
develop an organization where Since January, the national ju-In the various session, the junior high and high school divisions leaders share their visions for the future.
young people will have the nior high and high school lead- ___
power to break down all the bar-ers have been working withjoint  Dialogues, panel discus- L TR ;
riers, so that we don't restrictterritory leaders via teleconfer-sions, lectures, presentationg : B A7 :
our potentialities. | hope that allences to plan the conference. and social activities were held. w7 ,
Some organizational leadershiy T e
_ : _ issues were discussed, includ 1

: FE ing guidelines and policies on g f
consent forms, fundraising ang
event planning. Participants als(
shared ideas on how to creat
valuable relationships among
themselves, with parents an
with other divisions. In one ses-
sion, they were were asked t(
give suggestions on creating ¢ ,
nationwide study curriculum for : b,
the junior high and high school - et 3
divisions. g2 "‘— bk

Vice General Director Greg Making new friends is part of the experience at the Florida center.
Martin gave a lecture on “The
Mind and Body Relationship,” sary steps to overcome them.” FNCC, the participants opened
which especially captivated lis- An encouraging presentationtheir lives to each other and shared
teners, interweaving visualalsowas given by San Francisctheir dreams and hopes, creating
handouts with stimulating ora-members on the success of theinstant bonds of friendship.
tory that emphasized criticalstudy group. “| had never taken “lI really felt people’s sincere
thinking and questioning one’sthe study part [of my practice] determinations to overcome
beliefs. so seriously, until | came here,"their karma and fight for kosen-

“Through the lecture,” said said Joe Castro Jr. of Los Ange+ufu,” said Boston member
Wayne Thomas Jr. of New York, les. “Now | know if you study it Jomo Thorne. “I was touched
“everyone could gain some fun-guides you, it gives you courageby everyone’s honesty and sin-
damental understanding of whyand strength to really keepcerity; it was encouraging to
we go through our daily obsta-fighting.” hear that we all have the same
cles and how to take the neces- Throughout their time at the struggles.” Wl

The Flower of Chinese Buddhism ..o

by Daisaku Ikeda (Chinese Buddhism

This fascinating book on the spread of Buddhism from India through
China begins where The Living Buddha left off. An illuminating and
well-told account of one of the most interesting chapters of world
religious history.

Price: $ 1395 M/0O: 0329
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hin’ichi Yamamoto
continued in a strict
tone: “There are two
kinds of leaders —
those who are committed to
working tirelessly for the
members and those who see
only to exploit them for their
personal advantage. The dif:
ference may not be apparen
at a glance, but it becomes
glaringly so as time goes by.
Leaders of the latter type al-
ways cause problems of one

The New Human hevolulion

By HO GOKU - ILustraten By KENICHIRO UCHIDA

Volume 6, Chapter 3

Acceleration

Shin’ichi had, during his in-
auguration as Soka Gakkai
president at the 22nd Head-
quarters General Meeting on
May 3, 1960, pledged to un-
dertake this project and com-
plete it some time before
President Toda's seventh
memorial in 1964 [the sixth
anniversary of Toda’s death].
The construction of the
Grand Reception Hall, an edi-
fice to be dedicated to the
prayer to realize kosen-rufu,

sort or another for members  Translation of parts 18—23 of the ‘Acceleration’chapter, as printed 8eikgo Shimbyhe Soka had been one of President
in their area. They are dis-  Gakkai’s daily newspaper. Ho Goku is the pen name of Daisaku lkeda, who appears in th  1ovielda’s long-cherished dreams.

liked and invariably wind up as Shin’ichi Yamamoto. The events take place in 1962.

leaving the organization of
their own accord. It's a no-
win situation for everyone

He had instructed Shin’ichi to
incorporate the finest materials
from around the world in
building it, including Cana-

concerned. Leaders have to cast aside alho have arisen with a noble, selflessvow to continue striding ahead couradian cedar, Taiwanese cypress and Italian

selfishness and vanity, becomingledication to the Law, illuminated bygeously on the path to kosen-rufu, smarble.

strongly determined to devote themthe brilliant benefit of the Gohonzon.” that we may realize the happy and peace- It had also been decided that stones

selves fully to the members. This is the Shin’ichi’s clear voice rang power-ful world for which you long.” from around the world, symbolizing the

true, correct way to practice Buddhismtully through the hall. In closing, Shin’ichi appealed: “Our global spread of the Daishonin’s teach-
“In any event, you have to decide to mentor dedicated his life to human happings, would be sealed in the building’s

work for your fellow members and do ness and world peace. As his disciples, it moncrete foundation. Shin’ichi had al-

everything in your power to enable the hin’ichi continued his report to his our mission to convey his spirit not only toready begun to collect stones for that

all to fully reveal their potential. This is late mentor: “Through the mo- ourfellow Japanese but to all the world. Lepurpose from the countries he had vis-

what it means to be a genuine leader.” mentous efforts of the disciplesus each proudly walk the path of a disciplgéed in North and South America,
The kosen-rufu movement in you fostered, our ranks haveand live the limited span of our lives asSoutheast Asia, Europe and the Middle

Shikoku had been progressing rathegrown by 1,725,000 precious membevaluably, as meaningfully as possible, so dsast.
slowly, lagging behind neighboring re-households. This, | state with utmost huaot to have a single regret.” Cherishing their mission for kosen-
gions such as Kyushu and Chugoku. kility and joy, speaks volumes to the Shin’ichi's words were greeted withrufu, Soka Gakkai members gladly lent
kosen-rufu were to develop in Shikokugreatness of your leadership. resounding applause. their full support to the project, pouring
it was essential that the core leaders “Day and night, with every fiber of What pleased him most was attendinm sincere donations toward its con-
grow in capability. our beings, we are earnestly pursuinthis fifth memorial for President Todastruction. Shin’ichi knew that many of
“Your first task in Shikoku is to unite,” activities toward achieving the goal ofwith a sense of accomplishment as a dithe members, far from being financially
Shin’ichi said in closing. “Just like akosen-rufuin accord with Nichiren Dai-ciple, proud that he was steadily fulfillingwell off, had to cut back on their daily

table or chair is supported by four legsshonin’s teachings.
the members in all four of Shikoku’s pre-These noble efforts
fectures should firmly unite and advancare free of self-in-
together toward a common goal. | willterest, calculation or
come to Shikoku again soon. Let’s pootlesire for fame and
our strength and usher in a new era faeputation. They are
Shikoku!” inspired solely by a
Shin’ichi worked seriously to fervent prayer for
strengthen the Shikoku organization speace and the hap-
that it would develop into a solid base fopiness of people in
kosen-rufu. all strata of society
— young and old,
The fifth memorial service for Joseirich and poor — in
Toda [marking the fourth anniversary ofJlapan and through-
his death] and the long-awaited groundsut the world.
breaking ceremony for the Grand Re- “At present, how-
ception Hall were held at the head temever, the Soka Gakkai
ple Taiseki-ji on April 2. The sky wasis under fire from all
slightly overcast, but the cherry trees linsides. We are being
ing the pathways of the temple groundshowered with mali-
had started to bloom. It was as if thegious criticism and
wished to pay tribute to Toda. abuse. But because

expenses to make a dona-
tion. The contributions from
the members, regardless of
their positions in the organi-
zation, were an expression
of their strong desire to sup-
port the development of
kosen-rufu and their im-
mensely noble seeking spirit
toward Buddhism.

Throughout the ceremony,
Shin’ichi thought of the sin-
cerity of these earnest, de-
voted members and offered
heartfelt prayers of deep ap-
preciation. After a ceremonial
gongyo service, the ground-
breaking took place, followed
by speeches, including a
progress report by Soka
Gakkai General Director
Koichi Harayama.

A solemn memorial service gotthe Goshoteachesthat ‘when great evil oeach of the vows he had made to his men- Rising to speak, Shin’ichi said, “I

under way at the Grand Lecture Hall aturs, great good will follow'The Major tor. He imagined his mentor’s belovedirmly believe that the construction of
1:00 p.m. After everyone offered in-Writings of Nichiren Daishoninvol. 5, p. face before him smiling broadly in ap-this Grand Reception Hall represents a
cense and several divisional represeri61), | am convinced that these events apgoval. light of hope, a new dawn and a source
tatives shared recollections of Todaa happy omen. After Shin’ichi’'s address and a shorof joy for Japan and the entire world.” It
Shin’ichi addressed the gathering. His “As part of our commitment to build speech of thanks by Toda’s son, Kyoichiwas Shin’ichi’s conviction that the con-
thoughts were filled with the heroica peaceful, prosperous society based ¢ime memorial service ended with everystruction of a hall dedicated to prayer for
image of his mentor as he spoke: Buddhist principles, we will be support-one joining in a chorus of “Song ofkosen-rufu signaled a momentous step
“President Toda was a great teachéng a number of candidates — our mem€omrades.” toward the goal of world peace and hap-
of propagation. First of all, | wish to re-bers who have formed the Clean Gov- piness for all humanity.
port to him what we have achievedernment[Komei] Political Federation — Many members wept with joy when

President Toda, our membership at thie this summer’s House of Councilors fter the service, Shin’ichi visited they read the reports of the ground-
time of your death, on April 2, 1958,elections. his mentor’s grave. And at 3:50breaking for the Grand Reception Hall in
was 817,000 households. Today, four “Itis certain that the more boldly we p.m., he attended the groundthe Seikyo ShimburThis project, made

years later, we have achieved a menadvance to create a new society guid breaking ceremony for the Grandpossible by their contributions, was at

bership of 2,542,000 household$y Buddhist ideals, the more rancorouReception Hall on the same site where
through the activities of our membersthe criticism and abuse will become. Buthe previous Reception Hall had stood. PLEASE SEE ACCELERATION, NEXT PAGE
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ACCELERATION, FrROM PREVIOUS PAGE good fortune, the brilliance of whichGosho “On the Four Stages of Faith anquainting them with the real Soka
could never be destroyed. the Five Stages of Practice” (MW-6,Gakkai and the true greatness of Bud-
long last taking shape. When they Shin'ichi devoted most of his time dur-211). dhism. In other words, working to over-

thought how their efforts would beautifying the first half of April to offering guid-  April 15, the day of the Hokkaido come misunderstandings and preju-
the head temple and tremendously booahce to members in Tokyo and the sufseneral Chapter Leaders Meetingdices is a large part of our Buddhist
the development of their movement toounding areas. On April 5, he attended @awned fine and clear. Members fronpractice in the Latter Day of the Law.
spread the Daishonin’s teachings, themeeting with district leaders of Saitamall parts of Hokkaido gathered in SapActively discussing and conveying the
were elated and excited. General Chapter atthe Saitama Communiporo’s Nakajima Sports Center wheréruth to others constitute the practice of
The walls of discussion meetingCenter, lecturing on the Gosho “Reply tdhe meeting got under way at 10:00 a.nshakubuku
venues across the country were adornéard Toki” (Gosho Zenshyp. 962). Onthe  Shin’ichi praised the Hokkaido mem- It is not easy to overturn an image or
with sketches of the planned structur&4th, he flew to the northern island obers’ great achievements and, citing thaccepted belief once it has taken root.
clipped from theSeikyo Graphicand Hokkaido, where spring had yet to arriveGosho, addressed the slander and abuBet a new, better age can only be brought
other Gakkai journals, or enlarged renShin’ichi’s schedule there included attendbeing leveled at the Soka Gakkai, highabout by breaking down such miscon-
derings drawn by some artistic hand. Thimg a Hokkaido General Chapter Leadergghting how spurious it was. ceptions and opening people’s eyes to
subject of the groundbreaking ceremoniyleeting on the 15th and then lecturing on “The other day,” Shin’ichi said, “Gen- the truth.
was on everyone’s lips. the Gosho to a gathering of district leadersral Director Harayama met with a cer- Last, Shin’ichi explained why the
Toward nightfall on the 14th, the daytain well-known individual who asked, Gakkai had formed the Clean Govern-
of his arrival in Hokkaido, he planted aDon’t Soka Gakkai members go aroundnent Political Federation and was field-
t discussion meetings across theherry tree in the garden of theburningfamily Buddhistaltars and stealing candidates to run for public office.
country, people rejoiced and celHokkaido Headquarters in memory ofng condolence money intended for be“There has been some public criticism as
ebrated at the news of the Granthe late Hokkaido young women'’s di-reaved families?’ Harayama answeredo why a religious organization like the
Reception Hall groundbreaking.vision chief Haruko Arashiyama. He'Of course not! That’s a completely dis-Gakkai is backing candidates for gov-
Everyone was very proud. One membewas fulfilling a promise he had made tdorted picture of our organization. We'veernment office on the local and national
declared how excited and moved shiéhe young women'’s division membersever once told our members to burn pedevel,” he said. “Today, | want to take this
was that her small contribution wouldat Arashiyama’s funeral on Jan. 13. ple’s Buddhist altars — nor have ouopportunity to clarify this.

go toward a tatami mat or part of one of members ever stolen condolence money.’ “As Buddhists, we uphold the teach-
the structure’s concrete pillars. Another Upon hearing this, the individual seemethgs of Buddhism. But we are also citi-
said that those critics who labeled the round 30 or 40 people — Sokaextremely surprised and apologized fozens, of Japan and our local communities,
Gakkai as a gathering of the sick and Gakkai directors, Hokkaido leadershis misunderstanding. who have a duty to participate in govern-
poor should take a look at the magnifi- and young women'’s division rep- “Just because a person is a respectatent and take responsibility for our coun-
cent hall being built through the mem resentatives —joined Shin’ichi forleader in society does not mean that hisy’s direction. We would be selfish and
bers’ donations. All resolved to set inthe tree-planting. A beautiful sunset begaor her words will reflect a correct per-neglectful of our civic duty if we showed
motion a new wave of propagation andb suffuse the sky. ception of the Gakkai. And there areno interest in politics and instead con-

create a dynamic rhythm of growth With Shin’ichi presiding, the vice many cases, as we have seen, where rerned ourselves only with our personal
within the organization in tandem withgeneral directors, directors and youndividuals or groups who fear thehappiness and benefit.

the building's progress. women’s division leaders took turnsGakkai's growth deliberately spread lies “Today’s government turns its back
Many members were of very humbleshoveling dirt over the roots of a cherryabout us.” on the weak and disadvantaged in our
means. But they were filled with pridetree sapling that society and does nothing to

to be contributing to kosen-rufu. Thewas a little more
Grand Reception Hall was truly a crysthan 10 feet in
tallization of their beautiful, unalloyed height. In time, this
sincerity, a symbol of the hope and joyree would blossom
they felt in working to create an en-each year, bringing
lightened realm of lasting peace angeople joy and re-
happiness. viving fond memo-
No one at the time could have imagries of Arashiyama.
ined that, some 30 years later, a high When the tree-
priest named Nikken would summarilyplanting was fin-
dismiss Shin’ichi — the very personished, Shin’ichi ad-
who had contributed so greatly to thelressed the group:
prosperity of the head temple — froni'Let’s cherish and
his position as chief lay representativaurture this cherry
of Nichiren Shoshu. Nor would any havdree as if it were Ms.
guessed that the same high priest woulrashiyama herself.
later issue a notice excommunicatingam sure it will grow
the Soka Gakkai and order the Granuhto a great, splendid

aid the people in a true
sense. This is what has
prompted us to support for
public office members com-
mitted to working for the
people’s happiness and wel-
fare based on the compas-
sionate principles of Bud-
dhism. Such activities in no
way constitute direct inter-
vention in politics by a reli-
gious group, nor an ambition
to govern for the Gakkai's
benefit.

“In our ongoing efforts to
fulfill our mission as Bud-
dhists, we are actively ad-
dressing all kinds of issues

Reception Hall demolished. In his alltree. Ms. - o to create a societyhere all
consuming jealousy and desire to asseirashiyama will al- can live happily and securely.
absolute authority over believersways be with us. The fusion of the law of the
Nikken would not only betray the mem-Each year at cherry blossom time, | hope ruler and the principles of Buddhism,
bers’sincerity, but launch a campaign tgou will observe how her tree has grown which the Daishonin expounded, means
destroy the Soka Gakkai, an organizaand challenge yourselves to grow in lik hin’ichi continued: “To under- achieving perfect accord between per-
tion working to realize the Buddha’smanner.” mine our credibility and hinder sonal happiness and social prosperity.
will and intent. Time often dims the memory of th our progress, they spread base€Fhis, | want to emphasize, is why we
Whereas his actions would constideceased in the hearts of the living¥ less and malicious rumors, tryingsupport candidates for government of-

tute an ineradicable offense in light ofThat is why Shin’ichi wanted to honorto convince an unsuspecting public thdtce.”

the teachings of Buddhism, the pioand perpetuate the achievements of thikeir assertions are true. Once they have Shin’ichi had continued to press for-

neer members of the Soka Gakkai, whbrave member who had devoted her lifplanted a negative perception of thevard calmly amid the relentless bar-

generously donated toward the conto spreading the Daishonin’s teachingsGakkai in people’s minds, they strive taage of criticism directed at the Gakkai.

struction of the Grand Reception HalHe also hoped the tree-planting wouldnanipulate public opinion, to turn itHe had personally borne the full brunt

out of the wish to contribute to kosenhelp the young women'’s division mem-against our organization. This is onef all attacks and energetically rebutted
rufu, had made a cause that woulBers in Hokkaido rise above their grieform that persecution takes in the prethe detractors’ charges. His sole con-
elicit the eternal praise of the originalover her death and make that day sent age. cern — the objective of his brave, tire-

Buddha, Nichiren Daishonin. Thestarting point toward a bright, promis- “Our kosen-rufu activities, there-less efforts — was to encourage and in-
members’unstinting support and coming future. fore, start with changing people’s misspire the members.

mitment to widely disseminate the phi- At a meeting that evening of chapteunderstandings and prejudices about

losophy and ideals of Buddhism inchiefs from throughout Hokkaido,the Gakkai that stem from such erro-

fused their lives with immeasurableShin’ichi gave guidance based on theeous preconceptions and then ac- (To be continued)
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Applying What I've
Learned From the SGI

Starting off alone in the United States, Wing Lee finds that always asking, ‘How
can I best contribute to kosen-rufu? leads him along the right paths.

attended SGI meetings withsistant. | majored in information Hong Kong). She immediately
my mother when | was systems and management at theeminded me that we had over
growing up in Hong Kong, University of Texas at Austin, come too many obstacles to bg
but I didn’t care much about and earned a bachelor’s degree idiscouraged by this incident — g
the practice. Although | had seerthe fall of 1989 with a number of widow since | was seven, she ha
time and again how my motheracademic honors. been forced out of my father’s
changed situations and overcame | received offers from severalfamily after my grandparents
tremendous difficulties through Fortune 500 companies beforgransferred all of my father’s as-
her sincere prayers, | never hadny graduation, despite my in-sets to themselves. Then she rg /&
the desire to find out for myselfternational student status and thito a friend who was practicing| &
the meaning of practice. | just reeconomic slowdown. | had nothe Daishonin’s Buddhism. From
lied on her to practice for me. prior work experience in the in-that day, through her sincerq
After talking about this with dustry, so my decision was sim-ractice, we had continuous pro
the general director of the SGI-ply based on the question oftection and my mother started &
HK (Hong Kong), my mother “Where can | contribute to small but thriving business.
made the bold decision to sendkosen-rufu the most?” Now we started to chant for ajp ~
me to the United States to pursue At the time, the SGI-USA had job that would not only let me [ #
a college education and, more imjust purchased a beautiful cultureexcel but could also let me show«
portant, to learn to be responsibleenter for Texas Joint Territory inactual proof and contribute fur-
for my life. She entrusted herDallas. That helped me decide tdher to kosen-rufu. Soon after we
only child — me — to the Go- take the position of systems anamade this determination, | was]
honzon and to the Gakkai. lyst with a national retailer also lo- introduced to several headhunter
That was 10 years ago. cated in Dallas. Later, | realizedand presented with promising op '
During college, | was fortu- how protected | was when the reportunities. After a series of in-#..2 ke
nate to practice with my fellow cession of the early '90s led sevierviews, | was hired by aWingLeefinds that ‘by challenging myself to contribute as much as I can to
SGI-USA members in Okla- eral companies | had talked withtelecommunications company. kosen-rufu, by not using my hectic schedule as an excuse for not

homa and Texas. As | could noto lay off a number of employees. participating in activities, I can often be in rhythm and become more
count on my mother to protect Things were going well at fter obtaining a written com- effective in tackling my day-to-day activities.
me anymore and | had no friendsvork: | had supportive col- mitment to sponsor my U.S.

or relatives in the States, | feltleagues and was fortunate to beesidency (in addition to a decenimy new job. What else could 10nly by overcoming mounting
overwhelmed. Fortunately, thegiven different assignmentsraise), | turned in my two-week ask for? Again, it was yet anotherchallenges, he has said, can we
SGI-HK sent my contact infor- that continued to broaden andesignation at my old company.actual proof of the practice. show actual proof of this prac-
mation to the SGI-USA, anddeepen my technical horizon.My manager was astounded and Approval from the INS (to tice. | was glad to be presented
local members reached me. IApplying what I'd learned in insisted that | let him work with change jobs) came through at thevith this opportunity to solid-
was a significant turning pointthe SGI, | always asked forsenior management to appeal tend of the third week, and closéfy my foundation. Again,
in my life: | finally started to more challenging work and,the legal department. Althoughto 40 people attended mythrough the practice, | was pro-
learn how to practice for my- when given an assignment, exthe legal department maintainedarewell lunch. After exactly tected by my peers and seniors
self. erted my best. Through myits stance, | saw the results of myhree years working there, | leftalike at work — they were pa-
Through attending activities, Buddhist practice, | learned topractice through the company’sthe company with several awardgient and willing to mentor me.
studying Buddhism, learningrespect others, no matter whaincere efforts to retain me. and a letter of commendationContinuing my efforts to apply
from President Ikeda’s guidancethey were and how they might When | called my immigra- from its president and CEO.  President lkeda’s guidance in
and writings, and the kind en-treat me. In the process, | maddéon attorney to advise himof my My new assignment was in-my life, | developed sincere
couragement of the SGI-USAmany new friends — some ofnew job, he told me that | wasdeed exciting. My departmentfriendships and mutual respect
members, | learned how to be rethem even attended SGI-USAsupposed to have filed an applispecialized in the implementa-among my peers.
sponsible for my life, develop- meetings, culture festivals, ex-cation with the Immigration and tion of advanced distributed Since the work we do is pio-
ing both a sense of appreciatiorhibits and symposia. Naturalization Service beforecomputing systems, and | waseering, | have participated in
and, most important, an under- | felt that becoming a U.S. any change. To make matterassigned to work in the techni-various conferences and inter-
standing of why | practice. citizen would enable me to bet-worse, the process would takecal architecture group — de-acted with peers in the industry.
| started to appreciate myter support the world peaceabout one month! signing and creating compo-Over the past two years, | have
mother’s hard work raising movement, and | mentioned to Since my resignation hadnentsthatform the foundation ofbeen invited to present our
money for my college education.the recruiter when | acceptedbeen turned in and | was exdarge-scale distributed systemswork at various highly regarded
| worked on campus while car-the job that citizenship was onepected to report to the new comit was a privilege to be assignedconferences in the industry and
rying a heavier-than-normalof my goals. After working pany in two weeks, | found my- to this team, and | later found outin colleges. In both instances, |
course load so | could finish mythere for two-and-a-half years,self in a rather embarrassinghat it was comprised exclu-found myself among much
education and not burden her fur{ thought that it was time to ini- situation. | chanted, then calledsively of experts (with the ex- more senior speakers.
ther. | still vividly recall my first tiate my U.S. Permanent Resiimy future and previous man-ception of myself) in different | was hired as a software engi-
job as a janitor, cleaning dormi-dency application. To my sur-agers respectively. At the end ofields. neer in the company. Over the
tories — through my Gakkai ac-prise, the human resourceshe first phone call, | was told | had to exert myself by course of the past three years, |
tivities | had learned to do my department advised me that ithat | could take as long as necspending many extra hours ahave been presented with numer-
best, no matter what, while con-would be unfeasible for them toessary to report to my new posithe office to learn the new tech-ous awards and promoted to se-
tinuing to chant for jobs where | carry out all the requirements tation. And at the end of the seconchologies and play catch-up.nior software engineer, then to
could apply what | was learning.sponsor my application. phone call, | was asked to comeSGI President Ikeda has told usead software engineer. | am
Soon | gotajobasacomputerlab Disappointed, | told this to my back to work with full pay and many times that youth is the
assistant, then as a teaching asnother (who was visiting from benefits until | was ready to starttime for building foundations. PLEASE SEE APPLYING, 11
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| Roll With It

By VALERIE THOMAS
_SGI-USA YOUTH DIVISION STUDY COMMITTEE

The sutra...states, “It is difficult
to sustain faith in this sutra.
One who embraces it even for a
short time...will be praised by
all the Buddhas”.... How
encouraging! How reassuring!
With this conviction, you should
deepen your faith all the more.
(The Major Writings of Nichiren
Daishonin, vol. 4, p. 95)

hen [ first read this passage,

it made me feel better to
know that the difficulty of sustain-
ing faith was acknowledged by
Nichiren Daishonin. In a way, I felt
like it gave me permission to strug-
gle with this issue. But I still had a
question — why is it so difficult?

Recently I heard an analogy that
helped me to think about this — life
is like a roller coaster, going up and
down, up and down, at ridiculous
speeds. People pay alot of money to
ride roller coasters because the ex-
citement of this motion gives them
a thrill. Now, personally, I hate
roller coasters. I like something like
a nice, safe merry-go-round. And I
always feel better when my life is
not going up and down but is main-
taining more of a steady course.

However, even though, in the mo-
ment, a roller coaster ride may seem
dangerous, and even though now and
then people do get hurtonroller coast-
ers, for the most part when you get on
you know the ride will finish safely
and you will get off in a few minutes.
(Or so people tell me.) Maybe your
hair will get messed up, but there will
be no greater damage than that.

But in life, when I face the big
ups and dowas, it often seems
more dangerous. There is more at
stake — my happiness. When I
maintain confidence, however,
that the outcome wiil be my Bud-
dhahood, then it becomes easier
— even exciting? — to keep mov-
ing forward in the face of difficul-
ties. In Learning From the Gosho,
SGI President Ikeda writes: “Faith
is inextinguishable hope. The prac-
tice of faith is a struggle to realize
our desires. And the basis of this
practice is prayer. Through prayer,
hope turns into confidence” (p.
91). With prayer, hope and confi-
dence, I am learning to appreciate
and enjoy the exciting ride that is
my life. And maybe someday, I'll
even enjoy a real roller coaster.

Or maybe not. (W1}

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ON THE TEMPLE ISSUE

How Are the Temple and the SGI Different?

What is the real difference be-
tween the temple and the SGI1?

Q
A

1) View of Equality

The difference between the SGI
and Nichiren Shoshu clearly can
be scen in at lcast four key areas:

The Lotus Sutra is a teaching of ab-
solute equality — it affirms that all peo-
ple, regardless of station, gender or back-
ground, are potentially Buddhas.

Nichiren Daishonin reaffirms this in
many places throughout his writings. To
alay believer named Abutsu-bo, he writes:

You, yourself, are a true Buddha who pos-
sesses the three enlightened properties.
You should chant Nam-myoho-renge-kyo
with this conviction. (The Major Writings
of Nichiren Daishonin, vol. 1, p. 30)

In another letter he writes:

There should be no discrimination among
those who propagate the five characters of
Myoho-renge-kyo in the Latter Day of the
Law, be they men or women. (MW-1, 93)

While the SGI bases itself on absolute
respect for the individual, and its activi-
ties focus on thorough dialogue with peo-
ple on all levels of society, Nichiren
Shoshu staunchiy asserts that it is a “sin”
to speak of the equality of priests and lay
practitioners, as we can see in a letter to
the SGI from the temple’s chief admin-
istrator, Nichijun Fujimoto:

To talk about the priesthood and laity with
asense of equality are expressions of great
conceit. In fact, they correspond to the
five cardinal sins.... (Jan. 12, 1991)

Representative of such beliefs is the
following comment from a priest’s ser-
mon at a temple in Japan:

A priest who wears this robe is special and
different from lay believers. He is always
seated with the Gohonzon behind him, but
whatever the priest may do on other oc-
casions and no matter how luxuriant his
lifestyle, it is totally all right. You lay be-
lievers are confused about this point.
These matters are of no account. (Seido
Oyabu, at Horin-ji, January 1991)

Around this doctrine of absolute
clerical superiority, it created an at-
mosphere in which the actions and in-
tentions of priests can never be ques-
tioned; in which lay believers are
obliged to serve priests, but priests have
no obligation to serve the believers.
Even funeral and memorial services are
conducted with the expectation of re-
ceiving donations, and with undis-
guised dissatisfaction if those donations
fall below par. This is in stark contrast

' Key Points:

= The SGi and Nichiren Shoshu difier fundamentally in their ac-
tion and commitment to kosen-rufu and their respect and sup-

port of ordinary helievers.

o While the SGI atvocates and practices the highest respect for
the individual, the temple demands that believers place their
highest respect In the priests.

» Nichiren Shoshu has twisted the Ilalshnnln‘s teachings, inter-
preting them only from the standpoint of the assumad sunerl-
urltv and laialllk!lll‘t nfthn ndnsmnuﬂ. i -

to the attitude of Nichiren Daishonin,
which was one of appreciation, respect,
service and support of the believers.

2) View of the Gohonzon

Nichiren Daishonin clearly indicates
in the Gosho that the Gohonzon is aman-
ifestation of his life as an enlightened
human being, and that it is no different
from the enlightened potential within all
ordinary people.

He writes:

Never seek this Gohonzon outside your-
self. The Gohonzon exists only within the
mortal flesh of us ordinary people who
embrace the Lotus Sutra and chant Nam-
myoho-renge-kyo. (MW-1, 213)

In another letter, he writes: “Abutsu-
bo is the Treasure Tower itself, and the
Treasure Tower is Abutsu-bo himself.
No other knowledge is purposeful”
(MW-1, 30). Later in the same letter, the
Daishonin equates the “Treasure Tower”
to the Gohonzon.

Nichiren Shoshu’s position is that
these teachings by the Daishonin are to
be interpreted by priests only, not by
lay believers. Their teaching on the Go-
honzon is as follows: The Law of Nam-
myoho-renge-kyo is not inherent in all
phenomena or in the lives of ordinary
people. Itexists only in the physical ob-
ject of the Dai-Gohonzon and in the
life of the current high priest, who has
received it through a secret ceremony
conducted with his predecessor. Only
the high priest can empower a Gohon-
zon by personally conducting a special
ceremony. Any benefit comes to the be-
liever directly through the auspices and
sanction of the office of the high priest.
Temple publications state, “The sanc-
tioning of the object of worship by the
High Priest, who is the only person to
be bequeathed the Daishonin’s Bud-
dhism, is what makes the attainment of
Buddhahood possible” (from an NST
publication, Refuting the Soka Gakkai’s

Counterfeit Object of Worship: 100
Questions and Answers, p. 36).

The temple’s stance is that believing
the Law or the Gohonzon to exist within
one’s own life will send that person to hell.

Nichiren Shoshu’s position on the Go-
honzon stands in stark contrast with that of
the Daishonin himself. The Soka Gakkai
embraces the Daishonin’s view that the Go-
honzon is the embodiment of the Buddha’s
wisdom and compassion. The Daishonin
inscribed it so that we can awaken the same
wisdom and compassion within us. One’s
power of faith and practice to the Gohon-
zon enables him or her to tap the power of
the Gohonzon within to which the Daisho-
nin so adamantly refers. For the high priest
or anyone to claim sole possession of the
Law and control over the power of the Go-
honzon is the basest form of exploitation of
the Daishonin’s teachings.

3) View of the “Heritage” of the Law

In his letter “Heritage of the Ultimate
Law of Life,” Nichiren Daishonin clearly
describes and defines what it means to re-
ceive the “heritage” or “lifeblood” of
faith in his Buddhism:

Shakyamuni who attained enlightenment
countless aeons ago, the Lotus Sutra
which leads all people to Buddhahood,
and we ordinary human beings are in no
way different or separate from each other.
Therefore, to chant Myoho-renge-kyo
with this realization is to inherit the ulti-
mate law of life and death. (MW-1, 22)

In addition, the Daishonin writes:

All disciples and believers of Nichiren
should chant Nam-myoho-renge-kyo
with one mind, transcending all differ-
ences among themselves to become as in-
separable as fish and the water in which
they swim. This spiritual bond is the basis
for the universal transmission of the ulti-
mate law of life and death. (MW-1, 23)

pLEASE SEE DIFFERENT, NEXT PAGE
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Bestowal of the Living Essence The SGI firmly rejects this passive role, spending most o

ofthe Law,” insisting that the na-idea of the exclusive possessiottheir time at the temple attending
ture of this bestowal is beyondand bestowal of an intangibleprimarily to ceremonies and ser
the capacity of ordinary people“essence” of all Buddhism to avices. While many Gakkai mem-
Be resolved to summon forth theto comprehend. In a sectionsingle individual by virtue of bers were at activities in the
great power of your faith, and called “Absolute Faith in and his religious position. Not only evenings, visiting and encourag
chant Nam-myoho-renge-kyo Strict Obedience to the Highdoes Nichiren Daishonin nevering friends or studying Bud-
with the prayer that your faith Priest,” we see the following pas-mention such a rite, he clearlydhism together, most priests re
will be steadfast and correct atsage:

And:

the moment of your death. Never
seek any other way to inherit the
ultimate law and manifest it in
your life. (MW-1, 25)

Before 1991, Nikken himself
supported the view of the her-
itage as expressed by the Dai-

shonininthese passages, saying:

“This lifeblood of faith is inher-
ited not only by a high priest. It
is also inherited by all priests and
lay believers who inherit the true
teaching. When these priests and
lay believers carry out pure faith
in the true teaching and practice
accordingly, they unlock the
pure water of the law within their
lives and equally attain enlight-
enment through believing in and
understanding the Law” (April
1987Dai-Nichiren).

The priesthood today repeat-
edly refers to the exclusive trans-

mained at home. It also becam
clear that many were indulging
When the priests and lay believ- themselves by joining expensive
ers of the faith of Nichiren country clubs or frequenting
Shoshu have the occasion to be The most essential differencenight-clubs, lavishly and frivo-
in the presence of the Highlies in the realm of commitmentlously spending money earneq
Priest, with palms pressedand action taken toward the acfrom the members’ donations.

earnestly together in sincerecomplishment of kosen-rufu  Nevertheless, Nichiren Shosht
gratitude, we pay prayer-like and the people’s happiness, topriests continued to maintain an ai
reverence to him as the Masteward securing a peaceful worldof superiority and even conde
who embodies the Living based on the spread of the Daiscension toward hard-working
Essence of the Body of the enshonin’s Buddhism. Gakkai members. Their aloofnes:
tirety of the Law of all exis-  SGI members have continu-toward the laity is still evident in
tence.... In short, with perfectly ously exerted themselves fortheir relationship with Hokkeko
sincere faith and self-imposed,decades to spread Buddhismertemple members. For example
strict obedience, we should holddevoting their evenings andataMay 1997 ceremony at a tem
the High Priest's instruction in weekends to chant and work fople in Los Angeles after which
deepest reverence —and we mughe happiness of their friendsthe lay temple members held &
realize that it is right there [sic] SGI President Ikeda, in particu-pot-luck lunch in the parking lot,
that the great, direct path of thelar, has met with one persorthe dozen or so priests in atten
true relationship of unfiltered, un- after another, Buddhists anddance quickly exited to a sepa
restricted faith between Masternon-Buddhists of all nations andrate room to enjoy their own
and disciple, Wich leads to ulti- fields of society, to share hiscatered feast. There was no ex
mate enlightenment in this life- commitment to peace and enchange or interaction with the
time, is to be found.Oai- gender an understanding ofaity, other than with a few ap-

refutes it.

4) Attitude and Behavior

The SGI-USA has pub-
lished a new pamphlet,
Questions and Answers
on the Temple Issye
which seeks to provide
succinct information on
this important issue. It is
now available free of
charge through the orga-
nization. The study page
is reprinting each of the
questions from the pam-
phlet as a service to our
readers.

mission of the heritage of the
Law to the high priest through
what it calls the “Face to Face

the Soka Gakkai Problem (JI)
pp. 13-14)

Nichiren, Special Edition: On Buddhist humanism.

priests have played a far more

pointed representatives.
It is evident, however, that

Four in a series

APPLYING, FrROM PAGE 9 to physically visit the members
easily, we should use the tele
happy to report to you that | re-phone to stay in touch. | feel tha
cently celebrated my third an-the advent of telecommunica-
niversary with my third promo- tions can have a positive impac
tion to lead architect. | amon kosen-rufu and fostering
responsible for the strategic arworld peace. | enrolled in a
chitectural direction and day-to-graduate program in telecom-
day functioning of the technical munications management ang
architecture group. Notonly isthehave been maintaining a 4.0
rate of my promotion pace-set-grade point average. In addition
ting, but atthe age of 29, lam alsany company is paying the tu-
the youngest person in my rank.ition and expenses.

Along with the promotions,  President Ikeda once said
my salary has more than doubled:‘When dealing with others, we
Such financial benefits madeshould make them feel like they|
owning a house feasible. | wasare in spring weather, but we
very fortunate to share with myshould treat ourselves with the
beloved mother the excitementstrictness of winter.”
of having my first house built.  Itis easy to be overwhelmed
She came to the States to obsenlgy a hectic schedule. Maintain
the groundbreaking and gave méng a balance of activities, work
invaluable input on its design andand school often becomes a
color coordination. It was indeedinteresting balancing act.

a gratifying experience for my However, | have repeatedly
mother, given the countless hardfound that by challenging my-
ships she endured to raise me. selfto contribute as much as| cal
| have great neighbors, too: Ito kosen-rufu, by not using my
recently traveled to San Jose fohectic schedule as an excuse fq
a week-long conference andnot participating in activities, |
found that my neighbor trimmedcan often be in rhythm and be-
my lawn while | was away! come more effective in tackling
| am also very happy to reportmy day-to-day activities. Cause
that in February 1996, | becameand effect are indeed absolute.
a permanent resident of the Looking back, by putting the

AVisit to Hong Kong

DALLAS

showcase of Southeast Asia while continuing
its remarkable growth. But looking back in his-
tory, it has not been spared of mounting obsta-
M ost people know by now that at midnightles and challenges that could have easily
on July 1, Hong Kong reverted to Chinawamped a colony that measured no larger than

after having been a British colony since 1842.,,010 square kilometers. Too many people have
| had the opportunity to spend three weeks giscounted its fate: As early as 1844, Hong
Hong Kong — my hometown, the place wher&ong was declared by the British officials to be
| grew up — to witness the transition. “a barren rock, producing nothing.” It was pra-

| am glad to report that it was very successfalaimed dead in 1939 during the Japanese Qc-
and the climate was that of a joyous celebratiooupation. And as recently as 19%srtune
In fact, the SGI-HK Fife and Drum Corps, Brassagazine attempted to seal its fate with a coyer
Band and Gymnastics Band were invited to pestory titled “The Death of Hong Kong.”
form in the official ceremonies, underscoring the Not only did Hong Kong survive, it thrive
trust that SGI President Ikeda has nurtured witk-itis home to the world’s busiest container part
the Chinese government. as well as the fifth largest foreign exchange mar-

Most of the discussions in Hong Kong reket. Its marvelous strength comes solely from jts
volved around the topics of economics and ppeople, who can be best characterized as |re-
litical shifts. Little light was shed on what, to mesilient and hard working.
was a significant milestone in history — for the | have learned in the SGI that it is our precious
very first time, a territory and its people werenembers who make our community centers mag-
transferred from one sovereign to another witificent. | have also learned that it is the people
out a shot being fired. However difficult andletermine the fate of a country. Hong Kong has |n-
long-winded they were, dialogues and negotiagleed depicted this concept. In 1988, President Ikeda
tions were used as the only methods to gasaid that Hong Kong is Asia’s gateway (in his poem
consensus. It was not easy for Britain to cede ofieet the Morning Sun of Happiness Shine Over the
of the world’s most vibrant economies to Ching;larbor of Peace”). In Hong Kong he saw “the dawn
and neither was it easy for China to be patieot lasting peace for Asia — and the world.” | ai
about waiting until 1997 for it to happen. confident that the people of Hong Kong will live u

Today, Hong Kong stands as the economto President Ikeda’s golden words. WT|

United States. practice and kosen-rufu as my

When President Ikeda visitedprime focuses, | realize thatmother and | are very grateful toviding the most wonderful orga- port from the members of the
the United States in 1994, heeverything that has happened haBresident Ikeda for giving us thenization in which to practice — United States and Hong Kong,
mentioned that since Americaiscontributed to the momentousopportunity to practice the Dai-the global family of the SGI. we simply could not be where we
so large, when it is not possibleprogression of my life. Both my shonin’s Buddhism and for pro-Without the sincere care and supare today. W}
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| am happy to report that a
O eve O ac erson friend of ours from China lav-
ished praise on the SGl recently,
declaring, “Many peaches and
conesy ot sevopress — damsons adorn your gateway”
— meaning that our organiza-
tion is rich and fragrant with
many talented people. We are
celebrating a springtime of ca-
pable people. How delighted
Mr. Makiguchi would surely
bel!

An Atmosphere of
Free Discussion

In this essay, Mr. Makiguchi
encourages young people to
make the most of their talents.
He was a leader who inspired
and energized the youth. | hope
all of you, too, will be such lead-
ers in your respective countries.

According to Mr. Maki-
guchi, no matter how bright and
learned people may be, if they
are forced to silently endure the
harassment of ill-natured se-
niors, they will eventually lose
their enthusiasm and interest;
they will grow passive and cow-
ardly.

5 -~ o i e - Tyl = Mr. Makiguchi was perfectly
Tsunesaburo Makiguchi (front row, center) with teachers at Taisho Normal Elementary School. A Soka University graduate recently discovered seven ~aware of this negative tendency
lost articles by Makiguchi. In one, Makiguchi explains how teachers and parents worked to protect him when authorities attempted to remove him  of Japanese society. That is why
as principal of this school. he created, in a most natural
manner, an environment where
people felt comfortable dis-

First Soka Gakkai president Tsunesaburo Makiguchi would create an environment where people ¢ ssing and debating ideas with-

could say whatever they felt. ‘Such is the world of the SGI, President Ikeda explains. OO i of the SGL.
Mr. Makiguchi remarked
SGI President lkeda gave the thority on Mr. Makiguchi and teacher, Mr. Maeda passed théis young colleagues surpasshat it was exhilarating to see
following address at the SGI  editor and compiler of hi€ol- very difficult higher civil ser- him in their achievements wasyouth engaged in frank and rig-
Executive Conference in lected WritingsProfessor Saito, vice examinations. He was fea-a sign of his personal greatnesrous debate, energetically pur-
Tokyo, April 17. who warmly watched over histured in the magazine as abright This essay on Maeda revealsuing arguments based on logic
student’s research, was deyoung talent in the world of just how earnestly Mr. Maki- and reason. Of course, when a
offer the warmest of wel- lighted when he tracked downJapanese education, and Mmguchiworked to find and recruit debate grew too divisive and no
comes to all of you noble these articles. Makiguchi contributed an essayyoung talent. For example, hesolution was in sight, he was ex-
and worthy Bodhisattvas of ~ Mr. Makiguchi was truly a to the issue — an essay full ofwrites, “We received as many acellent at bringing the view-
the Earth, representativesgreat man. He might be describedffection and high expectations150 resumes for the 26 availabl@oints together and, after lis-
from 56 countries and territo-as a well supplied by an inex-for his former colleague. teaching positions [at the newlytening to them all carefully,
ries, who have gathered for theéhaustible spring. His disciple, the established Taisho Normal Ele-coming to a conclusion that all
SGI Spring Training Course.second Soka Gakkai presidentVr. Maeda later became the di-mentary School] from appli- parties found convincing and
Thank you for making the long Josei Toda, was the pump thatector of Tokyo’s Tama Boys Re<cants who had come to us usingatisfying.
journey here. drew the water from that well. form School and a commissionegll possible connections at their Why? Because, as a teacher,
The other day, | receivedFor my part, | have always re-of the Ministry of Education, de-disposal.® But even then Mr. Mr. Makiguchi was always
some exciting news from Torugarded it as my mission and dutyoting himself to the instruction Makiguchi wasn’t satisfied. De- committed to what was best for
Yamaguchi, a recent Soka Unio be the one who uses that wateand moral education of childrentermined to invite talented peo-the children, for the students,

gty ) ST, o oS

versity graduate, who also at+to nourish the earth so that beauand teenagers. ple from around the country toand that commitment informed
tended Kansai Soka Junior Higttiful flowers may bloom. teach at the school, he activelyhis judgment. It is here that we
School and the Tokyo Soka At the time, Mr. Makiguchi solicited friends and acquain-can see Mr. Makiguchi’s su-
High School. He wrote that in Encouraging the Young had notyet embraced Nichirentances to refer bright and ableperlative leadership.

researching his graduation the= Daishonin’s Buddhism, but his candidates to him. | hope that, in the SGI orga-

sis, he came across seven arti- One of the articles Mr. Yam- sincere concern for the young Mr. Makiguchi’'s criteria nizations in your respective
cles written by the first Sokaaguchi stumbled upon is titledpeople who worked under himwere, in addition to a seriouscountries, you will keep your
Gakkai president, Tsunesaburé6Memories of Maeda,” which was already integral to his na-commitment to teaching, thesight on the fundamental goal
Makiguchi (1871-1944), that appeared in the the May 3, 1923ture. He valued all of their tal- applicant’'saspirations and a spe-of working for the sake of the
are not included in any volumeissue of the educational magaents and strove to nurture themcialty.? He concentrated exclu-members and kosen-rufu, and
of The Collected Writings of zine Educational Realn{Ky- For example, if they wished tosively on finding and raising tal- advancing together firmly
Tsunesaburo MakiguchThese oiku Kai). The Maeda he refersattend college at night, he didented and capable individuals. Irunited in purpose. As long as
articles are extremely valuableto is Yoshio Maeda, a youngwhatever he could to make itThe System of Value-Creatingve have that unity, we will
The energy and ability of teacher at the Taisho Normal Elpossible. Some went on to beEducation(Soka Kyoikugaku never be deadlocked.
young people are wonderful in-ementary School when Mr.come judges, prosecutors andaikei), he writes, “The rootof | add my hope that the youth
deed. The academic advisor foMakiguchi was its first princi- attorneys. Mr. Maeda was onehe difficulties we currently division members will treat their
Mr. Yamaguchi’s thesis was Pro-pal. of these teachers. Mr. Maki-face in all areas of society is
fessor Shoji Saito, a leading au- While an elementary schoolguchi’s determination to helpa lack of talented peoplé.” PLEASE SEE DEVELOP, NEXT PAGE
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seniors in faith, who have fought
hard and valiantly for many long

years, with the highest respect
and endeavor to learn from
them.

only cause me further trouble,
or that | would stop them. So
without consulting me at all,
they opposed my dismissal.
They broke relations with one
of the teachers [who was in
league with the politician seek-
ing to dismiss Mr. Makiguchi],
and the remaining 25 formed an
alliance and signed a petitionj.«
of protest, giving the educa-|&
tional authorities a great deal of]
trouble.... Strongly united, all
25 of them handed in their res-
ignations simultaneously, and
there was nothing anyone coulds
do to stop therfl.

Persecution Arising
From Resentment

Suddenly, in 1919, authori-
ties pressured Mr. Makiguchi,
then in his late 40s, and the
other teachers committed to
operating an ideal school, as
the authorities sought to drive
Mr. Makiguchi from his post.
It started when an influential
local figure demanded that his
child receive preferential treat-  “If Mr. Makiguchi is fired,
ment, and Mr. Makiguchi we quit, too!” The youth
flatly refused. The man’s re-staunchly stood by Mr. Maki-
sentment and the plotting of aguchi. No one could quell their
major political figure in the indignation at the wrong being
Tokyo city assembly seem todone to their principal. The sin-
have played a part as eventserity and commitment to jus- &
unfolded. The incident was di-tice displayed by the young
rectly linked to what was later teachers moved even their t
recognized as the corruptionponents. The parents of the st
of the city government. dents joined forces with the

teachers and, to protest the a -
The political leader who perse-tempt to dismiss Mr. Makiguchi, |4
cuted Mr. Makiguchi came underkept their children from school
fire as a major suspect in scanfor three days. Here we see hi
dals that later surfaced, and hetorical evidence of just how re- I

was forced to resign from office. spected Mr. Makiguchi was by Tsunesaburo Maklgllchls home

the youth, and how fervently the
At this juncture, Mr. Maeda people supported him.

and the other young teachers
banded together to defend MrA ‘People’s Movement’
Makiguchi, fiercely opposing Dedicated to Justice
moves to oust him. In the essay;,
Mr. Makiguchi describes their
efforts:

stood up against the oppressivéeaders who were subservient to
measures of the authoritieshem.®Mr. Makiguchi was one
were, in spirit, “a small mani- of the first to spot this major new
festation of the so-called peo-trend in the world, the rise of 3 The CollectedWritings of Tsunesa-
ple’s movements that hadpeople’s movements.

Another noteworthy point in sprung up everywhere after the Despite his supporters’ vo-
this essay is that Mr. MakiguchiWorld War [I] — representing ciferous protests, Mr. Maki-

Courtesy of SEIKYO PRESS
NG

Instead, he was transferred to
the Nishimachi Normal Ele-
mentary School. It was there
that he had his historic en-
counter with Mr. Toda in the
spring of 1920.

Seventy-seven years have
passed since then. Today, the
Soka movement, forged from
the brilliant alliance of youth
committed to justice and truth,
and carrying on in the foot-
steps of Mr. Makiguchi and
Mr. Toda, has spread magnifi-
cently throughout the world.
Let us continue to boldly ad-
vance the great people’s move-
ment for peace, culture and ed-
ucation in the 21st century
under the banner of Buddhist
humanism.

This SGI training course
brings together in one place the
most noble and praiseworthy
leaders of the people from
around the globe. With a prayer
from my heart that your stay in
Japan will be enjoyable, pleas-
ant, fruitful and productive, |
close my remarks today. T

1. “Maeda-kun no Omoide” (Mem-
ories of Maeda)Educational
Realm(Kyoiku Kai), May 3,
1923, pp. 98-101.

2.Makiguchi Tsunesaburoed.

Seikyo Shimbun Editorial Com-

mittee (Tokyo: Seikyo Shimbun-

sha, 1973), p. 66.

uro Makiguchi(Makiguchi
Tsunesaburo Zenshu), (Tokyo:
Daisan Bunmeisha, 1983), vol.
6, p. 25.

uses the expression “people’sesistance to the tyranny of theguchi was not allowed to re-4. “Memories of Maeda,” pp.
[The youth] knew that if they movement.” He says that the acruling classes and the oppresmain principal of the Taisho 100-01.
conferred with me they would tions of the young teachers whasive governments of political Normal Elementary School.5. “Memories of Maeda,” p. 101.

Buddha: One who perceives the true na-
ture of all life and leads others to at-
tain the same enlightenment. The
Buddha nature is inherentin all beings
and is characterized by the qualities of and chant Nam-myoho-renge-kyo in
wisdom, courage, compassion, spiri- front of the Gohonzon.
tual strength, hope and unshakabl&osho: Literally, “writing worthy of
happiness. great respect”: the writings of Nichiren

daimoku: Literally, “title.” Refers to the in- Daishonin.
vocation, or chanting, of Nam-myoho-ichinen: Literally, “one mind.” The life-
renge-kyo. moment, or ultimate reality, that is

Gohonzon:The embodiment of the law of  manifested at each moment in com-
Nam-myoho-renge-kyo and the life of mon mortals.
Nichiren Daishonin in the form of a karma: Sanskrit word meaning “action.”
mandalaHonzormmeans “objectoffun- ~ The life tendency or destiny that each
damental respectjomeans “worthy of individual creates through thoughts,
honor.” TheGohonzonakes the formof ~ words and deeds. One’s actions in the
a paper scroll inscribed with Chinese past have shaped one’s reality at pre-
and two Sanskrit characters. Together, sent, and actions in the present deter-
these characters represent life in its mine in turn one’s future. This is the
highest condition: Buddhahood. “Nam-  law of cause and effect at work.
myoho-renge-kyo, Nichiren” is written kosen-rufu: Literally, to “widely declare
down the center of the Gohonzon. and spread (Buddhism).” To secure

gongyo:Literally, “assiduous practice.”In  lasting peace and happiness for all
Nichiren Daishonin’s Buddhism, humankind through the propagation of
gongyo means to recite the “Expedient true Buddhism.

Means” (2nd) chap-
ter and the “Life
Span of the Tatha-
gata” (16th) chapter of the Lotus Sutra

Nam-myoho-renge-kyo:The fundamen-

Latter Day of the Law:  Nichiren Daishonin (1222—-82)The true
The period beginning  Buddha of the Latter Day of the Law.
2,000years after Shakya-  Daishoninliterally means “great sage’

muni’'s death, when his teachings lose and is used as an honorific title fo
their power and the essence of the Lotus Nichiren. He inscribed the Gohonzo
Sutra will be propagated. and established the invocation of Nam
myoho-renge-kyo as the universa
tal component of Buddhist practice, practice to attain Buddhahood.
which expresses the ultimate truth oBhakyamuni: Also known as Siddhartha
life and allows eachindividualtotaphis Gautama. The first historically rer
or herinnate enlightened nature directly. corded Buddha, he is the founder pf
Although the deepest meaning of Nam- Buddhism.

myoho-renge-kyo is revealed onlySoka Gakkai: Literally, “Society for the
through the practice of chanting it, there Creation of Value.” The name of the lay
is aliteral definition for each ofthe com-  organization of Nichiren Daishonin’s
ponent wordsnam(devotion) meansto  Buddhism.

fuse one’s life with the universal law; Soka Gakkai International (SGI): The
myoho(Mystic Law) is the fundamen-  umbrella organization led by Presiden
tal principle of the universe and its phe- Daisaku Ikeda, which includes organi-
nomenal manifestationsenge (lotus zations in 128 nations. It was estap-
flower) refers to the lotus, which blooms  lished in 1975.

and seeds at the same time, symboliten worlds: Potential conditions of life in-
ing the simultaneity of cause and effect; herent in each individual. They are:
andkyo(sutra, or teaching of a Buddha) Hell, Hunger, Animality, Anger, Hu-
broadly indicates all phenomena or the manity, Rapture, Learning, Realiz3
activities of all living beings. tion, Bodhisattva and Buddhahood.

=

=
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PrecuUNTAS Y RESPUESTASSOBRE EL AsuNTO RELACIONADO CoN EL TEMPLO

;Cudl Es el Asunto
Relacionado Con el Templo?

unque este problemainexacta y alterada de un “caserdocio, la trivialidad de las

tiene sus raices quesette” que contenia un discurs@cusaciones, junto a otrainformal

van mas alla de los grabado del presidente de la SGkion que salio a la luz, puso muy

tiempos en que la Mas tarde, el clero admitio la in-en claro que la cintagrabadano e

Soka Gakkai fue fundada, lo-exactitud de la transcripcion demas que un pretexto para justifical
calizarlas de una manera signidicho “cassette” de un origenlas acciones que el sacerdocio Y|
ficativa requeriria un estudiosospechoso. En consecuencia, éabia planeado en contra de |
sobre la historia de la Nichirensacerdocio retract6 cuatro de suSoka Gakkai. Ya que el sacerdo
Shoshu, la “Escuela Fuji” delpreguntas. Las otras preguntasio habia rehusado la via del dil
Budismo de Nichiren Daishonin.fueron tomadas completament@go, la Soka Gakkai presento6 su
También seria necesario hacer ufuera de contexto y mal interpre-propias preguntas a éste, pregu
analisis sobre las condiciones déadas grotescamente. tandole el motivo de sus accioneg
la sociedad feudal japonesa que Por ejemplo, entre estas pre- El sacerdocio continué con
através de los siglos indujo a loguntas se criticaba al presidentena serie de medidas parcialeg
sacerdotes budistas a desarrollakeda de haber sugerido que lancluyendo revisar las ordenan
ciertas actitudes y tendenciaparte coral de “Oda a la Felici-zas de la Nichiren Shoshu par
hacia los creyentes laicos; laslad” compuesta por Beethovenasi poder destituir al presidentg
cuales podrian ser descritaguera cantada en una reunién dikeda de su cargo como repre
como una mentalidad de “lord ylideres. El clero afirmaba que ekentante laico al templo princi-
subdito”. hecho de que la letra de estpal. Ademas se sumaron otra
A finales del afio 1990, es-pieza musical (escrita porestipulaciones en aquellog
taba evidentemente claro que dfriedrich Schiller) hacia unasreglamentos para asi tomar ag
sacerdocio de la Nichirenreferencias de tipo cristiano, laciones punitivas en contra de

Puntos Claves
» Esta cuestion con el sacerdocio tiene sus

raices en la historia del templo cuya actitud
feudalista hacia los creyentes laicos es muy
tipica de la historia y cultura japonesa.
Dichas actitudes se manifestaron a través d
las acciones de la Nichiren shoshu y de
Nikken Abe como su Sumo Prelado, quien
traté de desmantelar a la Soka Gakkai en u
plan llamado “Operacion C”.

Para reenforzar sus objetivos el Sumo Preld
conspiré con periodistas de prensa sensa-
cionalista para difamar a la Soka Gakkai y 4
su presidente.

Poco después de que la Soka Gakkai habig
pedido varias veces una audiencia para
diadlogar, el sacerdocio de la Nichiren Shosh
opto por excomunicar a la organizacion y a
sus lideres en forma total.

En vista de estos hechos, la SGI ha pedido
renuncia de Nikken y ha estado educando 4
las personas sobre la realidad e intenciones

1do

la

Shoshu (el cual la Soka GakkalSoka Gakkai estaria pro-cualquier creyente quien “cri- de la Nichiren Shoshu.
siempre habia apoyado desdmoviendo ensefianzas no-Butique” al Sumo Prelado, ya seg
gue fue fundada) habia conspirdistas. Esta critica fue hechan forma escrita o verbal,
ado ya sea para tomar controhpesar de que generalmente seunque no se especificé que
absoluto de la organizaciéon oreconoce que el poema deuerian decir con “critica”. contra de la Soka Gakkai y laacontecimientos se han dado a
desmantelarla. Este plan fue llaSchiller es un honor al potencial Poco antes de este anunciocSGI por parte del sacerdocioconocer y mucha informacién a
mado “Operacion C”, que lit- mas grande del espiritu humandyikken Abe se habia reunidoculminé en una “orden de dis-salido a la luz; los cuales han
eralmente significa cortar.una celebracién de la razén, feelandestinamente con Isao Damglucién” de la SGI, y finalmente profundizado la conviccién fun-
Dicho plan de ataque fue inspidicidad interna y libertad hu- un periodista japonés de unan Noviembre de 1991 la notifi-damental de la SGI, de que estos
rado y dirigido por el sumo mana. Esto instd a que la Sokarensa sensacionalista y quiecacion de excomunion. ataques han ocurrido porque se
prelado de la Nichiren ShoshuGakkai solicitara un dialogotiene la fama de haber escrito Habiendo descubierto elesta practicando el Budismo de
— Nikken Abe. cara a cara para asi resolvearticulos defamatorios y carentegaracter y personalidad deacuerdo con el espiritu de
Esto empezd6 con una serie deualquier malentendido o malde fundamentos acerca de la Soksikken Abe, la Soka Gakkai haNichiren Daishonin, dedicados
nueve preguntas en forma escrititerpretaciones. Sin embargoGakkai. Basado en este hecho, epedido la renuncia de éstea lograr el kosen-rufu. W]
a los lideres de la Soka Gakkaigl clero rehusé firmemente ataba muy claro que Nikken estab&omo respuesta a las mentiras
acusando al presidente de la SGticha peticion y exigio una re-preparando un ataque en contra deopagadas por el sacerdocio, I@raduccion del panfleto “Pre-
Daisaku Ikeda,entre varias otraspuesta a sus acusaciones da Soka Gakkai, el cual incluiriaSoka Gakkai ha estado tratandguntas y Respuestas Sobre el
cosas, de criticar al Sumoforma escrita en el lapso de unataques por parte de los medios deontinuamente de aclarar la verAsunto Relacionado Con el Tem-
Prelado. El sacerdocio bas6 susemana. comunicacion. dad de los hechos. Desde quplo”, por el comité juvenil de tra-
preguntas en una transcripcion La actitud adoptada por el sac- La trayectoria de hechos enempez6 esta cuestién, muchoduccion en Nueva York.

La Budeidad Yace en Triunfar Sobre Enemigos Poderosos

A continucién una excerpta  lograremos la iluminacion. Y el para sentirse a gusto y feliz.  tiene que escalarlas y llegaMakiguchi y Toda fue, en ver-
selecionada de un discurso  hecho de librar batalla con los Este proceso podria com-hasta la cima. para poder triundad, una gesta heroica; demos-
pronunciado por el Presidente tres enemigos poderosos Igpararse con el erradicar ladar en la practica budista, unaré que el Daishonin estaba to-
de la SGI, Daisaku Ikeda, torna cierto para toda la“celulas cancerosas” de lagambién tiene que enfrentar detalmente en lo cierto al afirmar
durante la 96ava reunion para eternidad; su aparicion, es deausas negativas que existegafios cruciales. que las grandes persecuciones
responsables de sede central por si, clara prueba de ello.  dentro de nuestra vida. En esto consiste hacer frent@aseguraban el logro de la Budei-
en conmemoracion del 96avo  En el “Ongi Kuden” (Reg-  Aunque remontar y vencera los tres enemigos poderososiad en esta existencia y el ben-
natalicio de Josei Toda, el 27 istro de las ensedanzas transmies obstaculos parezca doloros&i queremos concretar el koseneficio de buenas circunstancias
de enero de 1996, Tokio. tidas oralmente), el Daishoninen su momento, cuando uno laufu y lograr la Budeidad, ten-en las préximas.
afirma: “Uno deberia pensar quéhace puede, de un solo plumaz&mos que imponernos sobre Del mismo modo, como

Nichiren Daishonin sefiala: el hecho de enfrentar obstaculoabrir el poderoso estado de vid@sas montadéas. De modo qusucesores de ellos, nosotros

“Cuando uno enfrentaes una auténtica paz, sosiegode la Budeidad. sufrir duras persecuciones emambién estamos avanzando de
grandes persecuciones, tien&no se preguntara qué tiene de Como dice el Daishonin biendel budismo es algo, en veriieno por este camino de honor,
asegurado el logro de la Budeicomodo y pacifico el en-cuando habla de disminuir laret-dad, digno de celebrar. por esta ruta directa hacia la
dad, tal como dice un fragmentdrentamiento contra obstaculosribucién Karmica: “Los sufrim- Pero con demasiada frecueneoncretacion de la Budeidad.
de un sutra: ‘Disfrutan de bue-Perolo cierto es que cuando unéentos del infierno se des-cia, las personas tienden a sen- Mientras triunfemos en esta
nas circunstancias en existenkbra contienda contra las difi- vaneceran instantaneamente.” tir pavor y a emprender la reti-resuelta contienda contra los tres
cias futuras’ Sutra del Lotp cultadesylogravencerlas, puede Entodalucha seriay sincerarada, no bien advierten que loenemigos poderosos, quiero de-
pag. 99)” Gosho Zenshuyag. transformar su destino y mani-ya sea en lavida o en el deporteybstaculos se aproximan. Clarairles: “jEsta es la oportunidad
825). Tener que superar gravefestar su Budeidad. Por lo tantosiempre llega la hora de los enque, si uno actia asi, jamagara que logremos la Budeidad!
obtaculos por la causa del Budeuando uno pone pecho a la adrentamientos cruciales. Cuandgodra lograr la Budeidad. iQué afortunados somos de estar
ismo, en esta vida, garantiza queersidad esté abriendo el caminaparecen esas “montadas,” uno La vida de los presidentesviviendo en esta Epoca!” [
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(Debajo) Miembros en la cueva de las Golondrinos (Manati).
(Alaizquierda) Carlos Ayés, arqueélogo con miembros en las facilidades
del Departamento de Arqueologia en Manati.

Expedicion Arqueoldgica e Intercambio Cultural

Por ALINA MARRERO gongyo en la casa de nuestro Inicialmente, Carlos nos in-varez Marrero, cuyas facilidades Manati debe su nombre, bien
PUERTO RICO encargados de distrito lanvit6 a entrar a las facilidades deho tienen nada que envidiar aea al manati en peligro de extin-

Willoughby y Evelyn Rivera. Departamento de Arqueologianinguna biblioteca moderna, elcién de estaregion, o al Rio Mana-
uando en el distrito de Alli estdbamos, miembros deen el Acrépolis. Alli, entre colec- edificio Salén de los Poetas, lauabdn. Este pueblo fue en reali-
Bayamon decidimos todas las divisiones, dirigentesiones hermosas de imagineri®laza de la Historia, donde unalad el primado de Puerto Rico.
qué ibamos a hacerde sede jy hasta invitados!  popular y mascaras sudamerigigantesca placa de marmol Antes de fundar la granja del
para la Séptima Re- Estudiamos una orientaciéncanas, sobresalen valiosos desegro esta escrita en letras de oréoa, Ponce de Ledn estuvo en

unién Conmemorativa de la Di-del Presidente Ikeda donde seubrimientos de yacimientos ar-jde verdad! También visitamos lasus playas (de Manati) unos
vision de Damas, escogimos unaestacaba el espiritu de Maudgalgueoldgicos hechos por él. barriada La California dondedias. Por alguna razén no ex-
conferencia ilustrada sobre aryayana, quien fue undiscipulode Nuestra isla, cuyo nombre an-acié la plena “Elena toma bom-ploré mas alla de cierto sitioy se
quelogia. El hijo de nuestra com-Sakyamuni que podia viajar alre-cestral es Borinkén, que en diabdn”; el valle del Rio Grande defue de aqui sin saber todo lo que
pafiera miembro Letty. Carlosdeor del mundo en un abrir y cerdecto taino significa “tierra del granManati donde estuvo la centrala regién tenia que ofrecer, nos
Ayés, sentia una pasion ardientear de ojos. La fuente de su forsefior,” es histéricamente reconoazucarera Hacienda Monserratedijo Alberto sin esconder su
por hablamos del tema. En esogina la debia a causas hechas eida como un importante centrda finca La Esperanza del Fide-orgullo de ser manatiefio.
momentos no lo sabiamos, perel pasado. No escatimaba distarpoblacional de indios aruacos ecomiso de Conservacion y la Cuando regresamos al Ac-
estabamos abriendo un imporeias para escuchar al Buda. Deigneri (250 AEC-600DEC) y de Playa Mar Chiquita. En estatropolis conversamos con Carlos
tante camino hacia la “amistadspués de discutir amistosamentandios tainos (600 DEC—siglo 16).playa nos detuvimos a descansar Alberto sobre la Soka Gakkai,
mediante un didlogo sincero ysobre la orientacion, nos senti- Sinembargo, al verenelmapg a disfrutar de un almuerzojY le ensefiamos a Alberto a en-
un intercambio cultural” que mos muy motivados. Lo quede Manati la cantidad de puntogortesia de Bin, como carifiosatonar daimoku!
culminaria en una visita a losibamos a hacer era importanteque identificaban los yacimientosmente se conoce al alcalde. Enviamos al alcalde nuestro
tesoros del pueblo Manati. CarEn poco tiempo, estariamos comee indios arcaicos [conocidos en Continuamos nuestra excurimensaje de paz y amistad, y le
los es el arquedlogo oficial departiendo con personas que n€uba como los Siboney] (4010sién con una visita a la Cueva ddicimos entrega de literaturade la
este municipio. conocian la SGI. AEC-60 DEC). No pudimos las Golondrinas, la primeraSoka Gakkai para el municipio.
En esta region del norte de la Al llegar al Acrdopolis de menos que sorprendernos yueva en Puerto Rico en ser es- De regreso a nuestras casas
isla, las personas atienden con tdlanati, centro cultural y recre-darnos cuenta de la importanciaudiada y descrita para proposino haciamos mas que pensar:
esmero los asuntos culturales, y etivo dedicado a la preservasiomle sus descubrimientos, ya que etos cientificos. En las paredes dgQué maravilloso es tomar parte
area es tan abundante en recursdgl ambiente, nos recibié nuenuestra isla, hasta el momentda cueva se destacan antiguasn las actividades de nuestra or-
naturales, que se conoce a Marstro amigo Carlos. Ademas, nose han descubierto pocos yacirocas carvadas tainas. Del techganizacién! no solo son diver-
ati como laAtenas de Puerto Ricoesperaba un pintoresco “trolley”,mientos de estos indios. cuelgan murciélagos y alli tam-tidas sino también hacemos lo
Esto lo comprobamos el segundaortesia del Honorable Alcalde “Puerto Rico fue un centrobién vuelan golondrinas. De-mas importante de nuestras
sabado de junio, cuando hacia allduan Aubin Cruz Manzano, queprincipal para los arcaicos,” co-spués nos dirigimos a la Playaidas, jkosen-rufu!
dirigimos nuestros pasos. nos conduciria mas tarde poment6 Carlos, “esta sera la.os Tubos, donde nos retrata- Después de una semana, nos
La actividad comenzé con elgran parte de la aventura. aportacién que, como arqueélomos con la estatua de uno de loglvimos a encontrar en la re-
go, haga a mi pueblo,” terminédos chupacabras que, junto a lanién de grupo. Letty nos in-
diciendo con emocién en sudigura de un manati, reciben &ormé que su hijo habia recibido
palabras determinadas. los visitantes a la playa. un gran beneficio. Encontr6 el es-
Concluida esta parte de la Frente a esta playa se impongueleto de un hombre taino en su

La Nueva |

Revolucién visita, abordamos el “trolley” el lago Tortuguero, nico lagoprimer dia qe excav_a_cién. iSe
para continuar nuestra experiennatural de aguas dulces elimaginan! Sélo enrarisimas oca-

cia. Conocimos a nuestro guiaPuerto Rico, donde residensiones un arquedlogo tiene dicha

Huma na, vol. | y Il Alberto Rosario, quien result6 sersendos caimanes. de encontrar algo, aunque sea pe-

amigo desde la adolescencia de “Aquise estd comenzando atraguefio, el primer dia.

Estaran pronto en venta en uno de los miembros. Dado québajar en un yacimiento arque- Carlos es un gran amigo de la

las librerias de los centros comunales. También no se habian visto en vente afiog|dgico. Vendré el proximo lunes Soka Gakkai, quien apoya nues-
pueden ordenar estos libros por correo a la SGI- el encuentro fue motivo de muchacon unos jovenes a excavar, rloﬁas causas.Y, ¢quién sabe? puede

USA Mail Order Center. Precio d da libro: $7.00 algarabia y emocion. dijo Carlos, mientras el “trolley” que muy pronto comencemos a

all Urder Lenter. Frecio de caaa libro: /. Alberto nos condujo a variosnos llevaba de regreso al Acrépolignsefiarle gongyo. jSiempre nos

vol. I: #0551; vol. II: #0552 lugares de interés. Visitamos lay el guia describia los recursos natisentiremos orgullosos y agrade-

Biblioteca Don Francisco Al- ralesy todo el potencial de Manaticidos de su amistad! Tl
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Families First

By TERRY ELLIS Why do people have less and less time for tlstgatement and then make time for one-on-one rela-
CONTRIBUTING EDITOR things that are important to them? tionships, as well as family time.
The answer: “Probably because they're not ur- Easier said than done? Perhaps.
Il over the world — across ethnic, cul-gent. They aren’t pressing. They don’t act on you. “People get on a guilt trip about this,” says John
tural and religious divides — manyYou have to act on them,” Covey writes in hi€ovey. The factis, he adds, that no business, spprts
people say having a happy family is 4994 bookFirst Things First He offers the ex- team or other organization would start out with
top priority. And yet these same peoplample of filling a jar first with big rocks and thenplan. That you sometimes diverge from the pl
often see the important relationships in their liveftting in gravel, sand and water. The point is natoesn’t mean the plan isn’t important.
slipping through their fingers like lost dreams. that with hard work you can fill in the gapsinyour Covey continues: “We don’t set up some ide
That's what the Covey Leadership Center disime-managed day. The point is that unless yatandard for people to follow.... We want people
covered in analyzing 125,000 personal missigut the rocks in first — the things that truly aréo keep the end in mind — to be proactive in-
statements from around the world, created important— you probably won't fitthemin at all.stead of victims or instead of scapegoating or
N\ conjunction with training programs based oAnd, if you try to later, you'll just make a bigfeeling bad.... A lot of what’s out there in soci-
B The Seven Habits of Highly Effective Peopleness. ety and the media is family fatal. We want to help, |
| That book, published in 1989, has sold more John Covey, who along with his older brother ithe individual mother or parents or blended fam=
PSS than 11 million copies worldwide and madebout to publish a new book for famili@he Seven ily to take leadership in the home and create a
¥ Stephen R. Covey a household name in the cétabits of Highly Effective Familigdue out in Oc- beautiful family culture where people learn, pla
™ porate world. tober) says the key is to create your family missiand grow together.” Wl o
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Stephen Covey, shown here with his grandchildren, concentrates on successful families in his new book, ‘The Seven Habits of Highly Effective Families.



