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YWD, YMD Hold 1st National Conferences

Young Women
Strengthen Their Identity

By CHARLISE LYLES

DAYTON, OHIO, CORRESPONDENT
Ft. Lauderdale, Fla., July 17-20

Creativity, appreciation for di-
versity, gratitude for SGI, deter-

green stuff on the water, birdYOllng Men
'"Empower Themselves
By DAVID BOGOSLAW

NEW YORK CORRESPONDENT
Ft. Lauderdale, Fla., July 10-13

feathers, dry tree bark —

coming from the same fertil
ground,” said Deborah Thay
of Virginia. “The YWD mem-

bers are just like that — so many

textures.”

“We are a rainbow of beaut

mentor—disciple relationship is
key to unleashing their poten-
tial. The conference at the
Florida Nature and Culture Cen-
ter commemorated the 46th an-
niversary of the establishment

In aweekend that went from cel-of the division on July 11, 1951,
- ebrating the young men’s divi-where 180 young men gathered

mination to study, and a deepeful voices,” added Samirahsion’s past — poking fun at itswith the second Soka Gakkai

sense of true identity flowed
from the SGI-USA Young

ture and Culture Center.
“The Everglades is all sorts of

textures — sawgrass, slimy

Evans of Atlanta.

more extreme aspects — to crepresident, Josei Toda.

Even the hairdos spoke di-ating new trustand camaraderie, “I wanted young men to feel
Women’s Division Leadership versity: flowing red waves, Nu- 180 young men from across thea sense of empowerment,” said
Conference at the Florida Na-bian locks, stringy dos, bluntUnited States gathered andGI-USA YMD Chief James
cuts, braids, bobs — even a balglanted seeds for relationshipgdierrmann. “And | feel we ac-

PLEASE SEE YWD, 4

that they can nurture in the fu-
ture. They also learned that the

PLEASE SEE YMD, 4

Four Radio
Stations To
Add SGI
President’s
‘Recollections’

ASSOCIATE EDITOR
Santa Monica, Calif., Aug. 7

Radio listeners in four additional
cities will soon be able to tune in
to SGI President Ikeda’s recol
lections of leading world figures.
Popular with Los Angeles listen-
ers since its debut in April, the
program, titledvalues and Vi-
sions: Portraits of Global Citi-
zenswill in the next few weeks
debut in Honolulu, San Fran-
cisco, Seattle and Las Vegas.
The series starts on Aug. 9 i)
Honolulu, to be broadcast every
Saturday at 1:30 p.m. on KZOOH
AM (1210). San Francisco’s
KVTO-AM (1400) begins the
series Aug. 10 and will broad-
cast it every Sunday at 12:30
p.m. In Seattle, KEZX-AM
(1150) will begin the series Aug.
16, playing it every Saturday at
2:30 p.m. KLAV-AM (1230) in
Las Vegas plans to start the pro
gram the first week of Septem-
ber, although the day and time
have not been decided. In addi
tion, Keiko Kimura, the show’s
producer, is in negotiations to
have stations in several othe
states pick the show up.
Values and Visioris based on

articles that have been appearing Kids draw pictures to express

in both theWorld Tribuneand
Living Buddhisngas “My Recol-
lections” and “Daisaku lkeda'’s

INAV 7]

Long Island Headquarters
members in New York explain
Buddhist concepts via stories,
videos, songs and drawings to

children at St. John's

Episcopal Church’s summer

- day camp. Canon Cecily
Broderick invited the SGI-USA
to share its philosophy as part

F of her ongoing efforts to
educate children in the ways
of other religions. (Above)
Children sing a song after
watching a video on the life of
Martin Luther King Jr. (Right)

the theme ‘I Can Fly, one of
the songs sung during the day.

PLEASE SEE RADIO, 5
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OPINION

‘I am the SGI-USA’ mean to you?

Members from Midwest Joint Territory respond:

doing activities and | provide transportation to activities fo
members. “l am the SGI-USA” means | really feel lam a p
of the SGI-USA.

VOICES

What does the phrase

| have the greatest opportunity ever to face
humankind, and that's an awesome re-
sponsibility. | can achieve anything, and
I’'m dedicated to realizing my potential and
showing the world a brighter future through
peace, culture, education and prosperity.

— BILL SCHWEIKERT, Omaha, Neb.

It means that | am a reflection of the future of
world peace. Being a young, multiracial, Bud-
dhist woman, | am a minority. However

Any Moment Can Be
A Crucial One
The answer: You. Your atti- never forget the steel-hard de-

EDITORIAL
tude. Your actions. termination | feel right now.”

Webster’'s New World Dictionamyalls a cri- Easier said than done.
sis a turning point that can lead to a condition that One defining aspect of a crisis is that our normal
is either better or worse. Unfortunately, the didhought processes may go out the proverbial win-
tionary offers no advice about how to get to thatow. Perhaps you're on a diet when someone hands
better place. To be in a crisis implies that we hayeu a plate of chocolate-covered goodies. Suddenly
no control; we are at its mercy and will wind uyour diet becomes a dim memory. What happened
wherever it chooses to dump us. to your decision? What if you're facing a far more

But when we employ Nichiren Daishonin’sserious crucial moment? Like a moment when you
Buddhism — the strategy of the Lotus Sutra -goubt the practice and wonder if you should quit.
we don’t have to be at the whim of a crisis or cru- Nichiren Daishonin tells us, “Foolish men are
cial moment. We can take the reins of any situbikely to forget the promises they have made when

hat makes a “crucial mo-
ment” crucial?

sure,” some might say, “if |
were facing a crisis, | would

through my practice, | celebrate these aspectstion and steer it in the direction we choose — itie crucial moment comesTlie Major Writings

of my life and celebrate being an SGI mem-
ber in a country of diversity. Our organiza-
tion’s diversity is a reflection of what kosen
rufu means.

— LISA HONN, Rantoul, Kans.

SGI President Ikeda has always gone first
showing us how to apply the Daishonin’s
Buddhism to ourselves and society. If “l am
the SGI-USA,” | must absorb his guidance
and do my part to make this the model of-
ganization for the world, to look for respon
sibility and be successful in fulfilling it.

— JIM CELER, Omaha, Neb.

It means that when | chant, not only is my
life condition getting better, but everyone

in the SGl is getting better because we are

all united. Also, when | do activities, | am
not only creating good karma for myselfj
but | am also encouraging other membe
and bettering the organization.

— NIKI JORDAN STEED, Omaha, Neb.

S

It means that my Buddhist practice imr
pacts all areas of my life. Because of the
law of cause and effect, | representthe S
doing anything and everything. This state-
ment also means that my actions impact
the organization and that | have a Buddh
nature.

— PATRICIA FORD, Kansas City, Miss.

To me it means that wherever | go, what-
ever | do, | am an SGI-USA member. And
I must always strive to reflect the greatnes
of the organization in my words, actions
and behaviors toward others.
— CHUCK MARTIN,
Lee’s Summit, Miss.

| have been a member since March 1995.
I'm the only Buddhist among my non-
practicing family members and my gooc
friends. | have been working hard to live
my life as a representative of this practice
| have been given many opportunities f
participate in the organization. | have bee
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— BOB COSTA, Kansas City, Miss.

art

the direction that brings us closer to our victorgf Nichiren Daishoninyol. 2 [rev. ed.], 180).
to our enlightenment. Foolish, he says. To forget our determination is to
In other words, we can choose to turn any moe foolish.
ment into a crucial moment. The transformation One way to cement our determination is to take
may involve many steps, but there are at leastery opportunity to remind ourselves. Like hav-
three points to keep in mind. ing fire drills or rehearsing for a play, we can
The first is to recognize the moment for whatenew our determination frequently and repeat-
itis. And you might be surprised — it doesn’t havedly — reminding ourselves of our goals for self-
to be a dramatic event like a major illness or @evelopment and the happiness of others. Con-
plane crash. A turning point can come at our mostiantly “rehearsing” can make us less likely to
benign moments — washing dishes, talking witforget in a moment of stress.
friends, taking a walk — any momentin whichwe The third point to keep in mind is our action.
can envision a new future. Any decision we make is worthless without ex-
And then we make a decision. pressing it in action. This requires courage, and
What kind of decision? A decision to changeourage arises from chanting Nam-myoho-
something. A decision to take action. A decisiorenge-kyo. As SGI President |keda tells us:
to chant Nam-myoho-renge-kyo. “Those who stand up at a crucial moment demon-
Does this all sound simple so far? Don't betrate genuine greatness. They are people who
fooled. At moments of well-being, of a sense déave behind an immortal history” (June 28,
strength, it's easy to make a determination. “O1996,World Tribung. WT]
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MAILBOX

Violence Has No Boundaries

We are writing to take extreme exception to the photo that
you published on the front page of the July 18 World Tribunes
[The photo illustrated an article about] a conference on vio-
lence that was held in New York. Why, then, are you using a
photo that was taken in Philadelphia...? Your action can lead
to many dangerous stereotypes and judgments about the poor
and other disenfranchised groups of people who live
in...Philadelphia. The inner-city violence depicted in this
photo is violence that springs from poverty and racism and
has no boundaries.

Philadelphia is a city of infinite potential because of the com-
mitment of its citizens — members and nonmembers. It is a
beautiful city rich with cultural and research institutions, pro-
fessional schools, colleges and universities, innovative theater
groups, outdoor festivals, etc. You could have easily put this
particular photo into the World Tribune without designating any
city, because it represents ANY WHERE, unfortunately....

We have both worked in human services foranumber of years
and will fully acknowledgc the insidious nature of violence. We
bothbelieve that the SGl is the organization that will change this
condition of life for all people.... Please let us refocus ourefforts
on unifying instead of actions that can only be disunifying.

— EVE GREENSPAN, LSW,
and SARA GREENSPAN, M.Ed., Philadelphia

Editor’s Note: We agree with you and regret our oversight.
Thank you for helping us to make the problem more djear.

Face the Facts

I'm writing regarding the article “*Stop! In the Name of Peace,” by
Leslie Wines (July 18 World Tribune). Specifically I am address-
ing the workshop Ms. Wines attended, *“The Roots of Violence.”...

The workshop was led by Sharon AND CHANCE O’ Connor.
Sure, I led it, but Chance was the reason I was there. He signed
up, did the research, and certainly the facet he presented to the
group was equally as valid and informative as the piece I did. Why
wasn’t his name mentioned and his contribution acknowledged?

This next sentence was both frustrating and disappointing:
“Combating crimes against children is akey to reducing violence .
over time, Ms. O’Connor belicves.” First,...the reason we have a
violent society is because we are brought up in a violent manner.
In our society, children are abused regularly and with such devo-
tion that we have actually come to believe that striking a child,
fondly referred to as corporal punishment, is acceptable behav-
ior.... Notevery child is beaten, but the insidious thing is thatabuse
is not just physical, it can be and many times is emotional.... Any
of these things need only to happen one time for them to devas-
tate a child forever. Therefore, there is NO DOUBT that if we are
abused as children we will grow up to abuse ourselves as well as
others. This is not my “belief,” as the article so erroneously states.
This is your very basic case of cause and effect. Accepting these
facts is tantamount to ending violence. If we continue as we al-
ways have, to deny this reality,...we will continue to travel down
the same sad road we are currently on. It is only by acknowledg-
ing the facts that we can change our behavior....
sponsibility and change our karma, not ignore it.

Yes, [understand because the facts are painful to accept....
As we all know, tragedy only happens to someone else and
is probably why denial about child abuse has been the biggest
obstacle to ending it. Sadly, the crippling shame we feel as
abused children is carried into adulthood and remains there,
profoundly deep, difficult to perceive and practically impos-
sible to eradicate.

Finally, I am Mrs. Sharon O’Connor, CSW, psychiatric so-
cial worker.

— SHARON O’CONNOR, Riverdale, N.Y.

We must take re- .

OPINION

Beyond Here
There Be Dragons

PERSPECTIVE

By MICHAEL COCHRANE

BELLINGHAM, WASH.

n 1275, Nichiren Daishonin

wrote a letter of thanks and en-
couragement toa widow who was
having a difficult time raising her
two children alone. He wrote,
“Those who believe in the Lotus
Sutra are as if in winter, which
never fails to turn into spring”
(The Major Writings of Nichiren
Daishonin, vol. 1, p. 150).

Winter turning into spring is
not only something that hap-
pens annually but is an image
that is commonly understood
by many cultures, and has been
for a very long time — the
image of darkness, heaviness,
hardship and suffering giving
way to lightness, joy and de-
light. Most of the Buddhists
I’ ve talked with about the con-
cept of winter turning to spring
think of winter as some sort of
personal suffering. The image
of spring and light are associ-
ated with the end of that suffer-
ing. Imagine health after a long
illness. Love after loneliness.
Wisdom after ignorance.

For me, winter is a life-con-
dition that stinks. It usually oc-
curs for me when I determine to
challenge something and it
doesn’t change fast enough. Or
relationships hit a new low or I
lose my job or I don’t get what I
think I want. When my life-con-
dition stinks and I experience

feelings of hopelessness or fear
or inadequacy, I tend to simply
endure and wait for the cnvi-
ronment to change.

As an American in the 20th
century, I tend to look for a pill
or a god or a new place or a dif-
ferent distraction, as well as
money, to relieve my suffering
for me. And I want my quick fix
to be permanent — so that I
won’t have to suffer ever again.

From a Buddhist standpoint,
there are some obvious pitfalls
to this approach. It’s like living
in an outhouse for so long that it
begins to smell like a garden.

Nichiren Daishonin said in
“On Attaining Buddhahood,” “If
you wish to free yourself from
the sufferings of birth and death
you have endured throughout
eternity, you must awaken to the
mystic truth which has always
been within your life” (MW-1,
3). He also strongly recom-
mended chanting Nam-myoho-
renge-kyo. More than once.
Since the Gohonzon and the
practice of Nichiren Daishonin’s
Buddhism is the mirror of our
lives and the.tool for change, this
practice is essential for changing
winter into spring.

Obstacles and suffering are
required. This is a difficult con-
cept for me. I keep thinking ob-
stacles and suffering are to be
avoided. I want to just kick
back and smell the garden. For-
tunately, obstacles and suffer-
ings tend to show up in my life
regularly.

Back when people thought
the world was flat — which is

We Want Your FNCC Impressions!

the equivalent level of my Bud-
dhist understanding — map-
makers used to draw a line at
the boundary of the known
world. Beyond the line they put
the words “Beyond here there
be dragons.” Now, the last
thing I want to do is sail out
past my known world. My de-
sire to rid my life of suffering
provides the motivation and
courage necessary to confront
the possibility of dragons, just
like we did back when the
world was flat.

I think a number of pcople
start practicing from just such
motivation. This voyage of dis-
covery is how I think of human
revolution, the development of
hope and courage and confidence
through the practice of Nichiren
Daishonin’s Buddhism.

We turn winter into spring
by making more good causes
than bad ones. What we need to
do is muster courage, find wis-
dom and take correct action.
Courage comes from our deter-
mination to change. Wisdom
arises from our study. It takes
both courage and wisdom to
take correct action for our-
selves and others.

What we get when we do so
is actual proof. And actual proof
is spring. It may manifest as a
successful resolution of a prob-
lem. It may manifest as the ac-
quisition of hope or confidence
where there was none before.
Actual proof results in the con-
viction that this practice is the
tool for turning winter into
spring.

Contact us via the Internet .
E-mail to Editorial: SokaNewsa‘aol com or Subscriptio.:s

. SGi-USA wel: Page: htin:'www.sgi-usa.org

: $GI SUBScaol.com
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The setting of the Florida Nature and Culture Center is conducive to the young women's open discussions. Study sessions help young men learn about the mentor-disciple bond.

Young Women Strengthen True Identity Young Men Empower Selves

YWD, FroM PAGE 1 ident Josei Toda's eternal guidedhism. Actively refuting YMD, rrom paGE 1 unprecedented chance to gain
lines to young women: Nikken’s erroneous, distorted greater understanding of SGI
head with big bulb earrings. teachings is practicing Bud-complished that by bringing soPresident Ikeda’s life and vision
Determination to study, re-e Make study of the Goshodhism just as Nichiren Daisho-many diverse people togetherfor the future.
solve to challenge the templeand Nichiren Daishonin’s Bud- nin taught, said Theresa Hauberyoung men who are struggling “I picked up the idea of mod-

issue and creativity also emergedhism your foundation. vice women'’s division secre-alone in their districts got to- eling myself after President
from the four-day conferencee Forge your character. tariat chief. The Daishonin getherto encourage one anothetkeda’s spirit and saw he’s so
where 183 young women mete Practice Buddhism with fought against the heretical sectshare their dreams and see thateeply compassionate,” 16-
under the theme “Strengtheningselfless sincerity. of his time, which were rooted others have the same strugglesyear-old Jason Evans of Nor-
Our True Identity.” e Courageously fight evil and in the political power plays of a folk, Va., the youngest person
injustice. feudalistic society, she said,”T hat was the experience ofthere, said. “I got a lot of fresh
he opening Gosho lecturee Develop a strong sense ofather than the common per- | Francesco Miniati, who ideas that | want to try to imple-

on “On The Treasure mission. son'’s ability to attain happiness.began to practice in his nativement in my area.”
Tower” laid the foundation for A clear explanation of the Italy eight years ago and isnow The conference seemed to

understanding exactly whattrue With gutsy sincerity and temple issue should be a naturajetting his Ph.D. in astrophysicshave conveyed its message that
identity is. We have to recognizehonesty, women on the panepart of introducing others to thisat the University of Minnesota. to understand the mentor—disci-
and treasure the Buddha naturshared experiences in faith Buddhism, she added, so thatRecently | experienced someple relationship means to have
of compassion and wisdom thasuch as overcoming eating disfrom the very start it is clearly difficulties in doing activities, the same commitment as Presi-
exists within each of our lives, orders and accepting a father'slistinguished from erroneousmostly having to do with my ego dent Ikeda to protect the organi-
said SGI-USA Women’s Divi- imprisonment. practices. “Make this issue yourand arrogance,” he confessedzation and each individual from
sion Chief Wendy Clark. Study and the application ofown,” she urged. “Be comfort- “In Florida, | realized that there authoritarianism and injustice.
“Please treasure yourself,” sheBuddhism helped Beth LaMureable discussing it with mem-is something incredible that con-As Francesco put it: “I see what
said. “Then, you can treasure thef Los Angeles, she said in hebers, non members and newects people who strive to pro-President Ikeda is doing with the
Buddha nature within othersexperience. “I don’t think | members.” tect and advance kosen-rufu.” temple issue, showing us how to
even more.” would've lasted through times She went on: “We as an or- “l didn’t talk to a lot of peo- fight evil. | feel | have to try
At the closing open-mike ses-of suffering if | hadn’t studied ganization need to look at howple, but the people | had a chanckarder to take the kind of actions
sion, Paula Lambertson of Palmand studied,” she said of her batwe are failing members who'reto meet made a big impressiorhe is. One day | will be facing
Beach Territory reflected on hertle to overcome her deep ragejoining the temple. Use thison me,” he elaborated. “I felt my own particular situation and
effort to see the beauty of herthe byproduct of growing up in issue to improve our organiza-that | established this deep cont will be on my own and will
true self. “In my corner of the a dysfunctional family. “You tion. Because of this issue, wenection with people. And thesehave to show how strong | am.”
universe, | really fight with my- don’t change your karma sittinghave an opportunity to take betpeople | will meet again as we Newly appointed Soka
self to be happy and for myin front of the Gohonzon chant-ter care of our members and extulfill our missions in society.... Group Chief Dave Eisenberg re-
members to be happy. Buting,” she said. “You have to pand our capacity.” We really have to support oneferred to the weekend as the
whenever | feel little devils com- change it when you are aboutto The diversity of the group im- another.” The emotion-packed‘line in the sand that separates
ing up, | forget about kosen-blow up” at someone. pressed many young womendedication of a tree in memorywhat the SGI-USA has been
rufu,” she said. “I didn’t understand that Said Kathleen Morelock of Sanof Sergio Jacala of New York, from how we will be as an orga-
She then shared the followingstudy meant actually applyingFrancisco: “Thisis, hands downwho died in May, highlighted nization in the future.”
from SGI President Ikeda:Buddhism to my life,” she said.the most diverse group of indi-the importance of cherishing As an example, Mr. Eisen-
“When we slander ourselves and‘Always maintain self-control. viduals I've ever seen doing onecomrades as the young memerg shared his vision for the
think we're not growing and that Keep a smiling countenance athing. | hope all of us can pledgestrive together for the people’sSoka Group, where the national
we will never change, we arehome. Be courteous to memthat we can keep the kind of di-happiness. committee will serve more as a
making the mistake of thinking bers.’ That sounded nice, a littleversity that we see in this room Study presentations through-‘clearinghouse for informa-
that the negative part of us is ouPollyanna. But when | started to— especially with the new outthe weekend illuminated thetion” instead of only to provide
essence. This is not true. Ouapply it, | saw such a change imeighborhood reorganization —mentor—disciple relationship direction.
essence is Buddhahood.... Don’my environment.” because I think this is the hopdrom many angles, including Thatway, Soka Group mem-
slander yourself.” A nitty-gritty session on the of our organization and ourthose of combating evil in thebers around the country can
“The Role of Young Women” temple issue clarified the SGI'scountry.” priesthood and in society, self-benefit from one another’s ac-
panel discussion sought to foridentity as the organization car- Yet, said Aisha Henry, aYWD reliance, and the future of prop-cumulated experience and wis-
tify a sense of identity by focus-rying out the true practice of agation activities in this country.
ing on second Soka Gakkai presNichiren Daishonin’s Bud- pLeasE SeteEYWD,5  For many, the weekend was an PLEASE SEE YMD, 5
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Tempers and Toddlers

Houston’s mothers group “First, give children positive at- thatthe SGlis beginning to tackle

. s tention or praise when they act apthe parenting issue.”
talks with a professmnal propriately. Second, remove your Two-year-old Noel Reyes’ fa-

about ways to handle attention from misbehavior. Inther, who is Catholic, asked Drr.
otherwords, ignore it. This teacheBurgher what impact having paf-

temperamental tots. them a new philosophy.” ents who are of different religions
He also stressed that children’has on a child’s upbringing. “Par-

needs change with their growthents need to agree on the vallig

DORIS BRYANT ; ; ;

o L S and development. Therefore, efthey want to impart to their chil-
Houston, July 20 fective parenting skills will vary dren,” Dr. Burgher said. “Further-

from child to child. There are more, having parents of different

Why children misbehave was amany other parenting techniqueseligions can teach the child to ap

theme of a mothers group meetavailable, such as rewards angreciate differences.”

ing today. Guest speaker Ballargrivileges, time outs and com- TonyaAyers, mother of two ag-

Burgher, a clinical psychologistmands that parents may also findive boys, had this to contribute:Visitors from Islamic countries enjoy the dialogue at the Seattle center. The

and licensed social worker,helpful, he said. “As a Buddhist and a mother, | re-guests were on a fact-finding mission about religion in the United States.

fielded questions from parents Andrea Batsche, mother ofalize that children misbehave jn .. e

and grandparents seeking howhree, including two toddlers, order to test our limits and be-Comm()na_htleS Found

best to deal with children whosaid: “Dr. Burgher's emphasis oncause it is the nature of children

have temper tantrums, and théhe use of constant ‘correctMore important, children heIJBetween ISlam, Buddhism

most effective discipline for them praise’ in rearing children is anparents do their human revolution.

other than shouting, threateningmportant factor which allows In turn, we help them build the By JENIFER MILLER reception moved to a conference
or spanking them. them to develop a sense of respefundation for their practice and CORRESPONDENT room for free-flowing talk on

“If parents want to teach theirfor other people. I've attendedfuture. This parenting session Seattle, Aug. 7 many subjects. What is the sta-

children how to communicatemany parenting classes in thegave me some new insight intoEight visiting Islamic academic tus of women in Buddhism?
their needs through appropriateast, but this one was a lot morenethods of problem-solving, andand government leaders met withWhat is happiness? How can
behavior, there are two things thapersonable, and | could have my'm glad | came.” I | several SGI-USA members attheone overcome suffering? How
must be done,” Dr. Burgher said.concerns addressed. | like the idea Seattle Culture Center on July 2210 SGI-USA members propa-
to talk about religion, politics, gate their faith?
. . . ‘ . , war, the sexes and, most impor- “It was just like the scene in
Four Radio Stations Pick Up My Recollections tant, happiness in this world. ~ The New Human Revolutidn,
“The exciting part was how said Dave Harris. “Shin’ichi Ya-
RADIO, FrOM PAGE 1 piece on Jose Abueva, formeber, Ms. Kimura also feltit her re-open and relaxed everyone heremamoto imagines a conference
president of the University of thesponsibility as a member of thewas,” member Dave Harris saidtaking place among Nichiren,
Recollections of World Figures” Philippines. Japanese forces oanedia to introduce PresidentThe Islamic visitors were as Jesus, Shakyamuni and Mo-
respectively). In this series, Preseupying the Philippines during Ikeda’s efforts for peace to an auanxious to dialogue as we werehammed, religious leaders who
ident Ikeda has shared his insight8vorld War |l killed Abueva’s dience that may only know theDifferences in language and refought for the people’s happi-
into what makes figures like Rosgparents, but he has harbored noegative image of him created byligion were not a barrier.” ness throughout their lives.
Parks and Cornell Capa great antatred toward the Japanese anttie Japanese media. Many listen- The eight guests, representShin’ichi says that a common
talked about his encounters withhas in fact worked together withers have called to say the serjemqg six Islamic countries (Gaza,understanding among people
them. ManyLos Angeles listen- them for peace as the universithas indeed changed their ideal dbaudi Arabia, Sudan, Syria, thecould be quickly reached based
ers have been calling GMG, Ms secretary of the U.N. University the SGI and President Ikeda, MsWest Bank and Yemen), wereon such a conference. However,
Kimura’s production company, at its Tokyo headquarters. Kimura says. Many said theytraveling to different U.S. cities because such a conference is not
with comments on the show, One listener, a soldier sta-were impressed by the SGI presunder the auspices of the Worldactually possible, Shin’ichi says
about 90 percent of them positioned with the Japanese army indent’s activities in society, and Affairs Council of Seattle. that it is up to the different
tive, she says. the Philippines at that time, saidhow realize the SGI's excommu- groups’ believers today to re-
Abueva’s story reminded him of nication by the Nichiren Shoshu™ he WAC International Visi- turn to the spirit of these reli-
roadcast every Saturday athe many friends he lost in thepriesthood was a good thing. tor Program selected thegious teachers and talk with one
1:30 p.m. on KALI-FM war. Another listener, a Hi- So far, GMG has completedSGI-USA to play host for this another from that standpoint,”
(106.3) in Los Angelesyalues roshima survivor, said the showl6 segments. Ms. Kimura isexchange because SGI-USAVIr. Harris said.
and Visionshas attracted a made herrecall her parents’deatplanning to finish 10 more members practice a “non-tradi- “As | saw from today, this is
largely Japanese-language aun the Hiroshima bombing. episodes in coming weekstional” religion in America, and absolutely true,” agreed Waheed
dience, although English-lan- Ms. Kimura’s original intent Plans for an English-only ver-because they were looking forAli Ahmed Rasheed, deputy
guage listeners have also showim producing the series wassion of the show are also in thean organization that could orga-governor from Yemen. He added
interest. (The show is half inthrough the insights in Presidentworks. T | nize such a meeting quickly andhat “people should continue to
Japanese and half in English.) Ikeda’s essays, to give hope and make the Middle East visitorstalk about commonalities to dis-
Many listeners were im- courage to people who are strug- feel welcome. cover universal principles that
pressed by President Ikeda’'gling. Although notan SGI mem- YWD, From PAGE 4 With the short notice, anin turn lead to fundamental so-
elaborate reception was still pututions to world problems.”
together. A children’s exhibiton  Art Hoover, head of the joint

territory leader in Brooklyn, Ne

YMD, rrOM PAGE 4 that the YMD organization York: “We are so much more diversity filled one end of the territory’s Culture Department,
needs to be more respectful oflike than different. I'mreturning lobby. Flower arrangementssaid: “This conference was a
dom. diverse lifestyles. home with a renewed determinaadorned walkways. A photo ex-real answer to my prayers. It was

Sensitivity to diversity is an-  “This conference was not builttion to focus on those likenesse#ibit of SGI President Ikeda'’s an affirmation that we can live
other area of growth for theon hype,” Mr. Herrmann said, rather than those differences.”| travels for peace was set up. out our faith on the world stage.”
young men’s organization. Onesumming up the weekend, “but Kim Gregory of New York| =~ When the visitors arrived, Before leaving the United
of the presentations elicitedon very concrete ideas and perenjoyed a quiet moment thepeople from all backgroundsStates a few days later, the eight
some discomfort by not beingsonal exchange.” morning of departure. “| took a were waiting with big smiles to visitors reported impressions of
inclusive enough in discussing “I hope this experience will walk to the top of the hilland saivgreet them. And John MacFar-their trip to WAC, saying that
sex and gender issues. Onbe engraved in the young men’'shis shape in the water,” she saidand, city administrator of Tuk- their visit to the SGI-USA was
young man reminded partici-lives as opposed to being only‘Suddenly, it spread its wingswila, where the culture center isthe highlight of their stay and
pants that there are many gayemporary. As young men, weand took off, and | thought: located, was on hand to offethow they looked forward to
young men who will never get need to focus on a new, fresh mo'Wow! What a symbol for this welcoming words. similar get-togethers. W}
married or have children andtivation,” he said. I whole experience.” W} After a formal opening, the
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SonDpY NIETHAMMER , LoNGg BeEacH, CALIF. may seem minor, butin my life's buried under layers of darkness.
travels, no one had ever spokeit times it was painful to keep

® to me unless they wanted druggoing — | begrudged my life
or my body. | could sense thatand hated how | grew up. | was
a lnner this man genuinely cared for myfilled with self-doubt. However,
life when | didn’t. as | continued to chant, day by
During the next two years, month by year, my life began to
ighteen years ago, be-bedroom and gang-raped me. tlealing drugs for the kids atCleve and eight other membergxpand and shine, and | felt a
fore | discovered the was traumatized and scared, anschool. continued to chant for my pro-deep, strong identity.
SGl and chanting Nam- | escaped as soon as | could. | Things went from bad to tection and happiness, even |spentevery moment | could
myoho-renge-kyo, | was more afraid of having to tellworse, and as soon as | turned 1&hile watching from the side- sharing and teaching others what
could never have imagined whaimy parents what had happenetl left home and took off for lines as | continued my old | knew about this Buddhism that
human revolution meant, let alonegthan | was that the boys might at:Columbus, Ohio, to attend mod-ifestyle. The amazing thing, had changed my life. | sought
dreamed that | could ever changéack me again, so | ran to areling school. | found work at though, is that they never gavegguidance frequently from senior
my self-destructive nature intoabandoned church. | was therdair show conventions, whereup on me. Cleve remarked at onéeaders. But one area, one sig-
one of absolute happiness. for days before my older brotherdrugs were easier to find thartime, “I'm not coming after your nificant weakness, was my study
Growing up near Evansville, found me. ever. The hair stylists had theirbody, I'm coming after your of Nichiren Daishonin’s Bud-
Ind., | was sixth in a family of | felt so ashamed and worth-hair products in one bag andife!” Those words touched me dhism. And it was partly because
seven children. My earliestlessthat | didn’ttell anyone whatdrugs in the other. | stayed highdeeply and | began to cry; all hemy reading ability was poor.
memories are of my family had happened. (I would be 3Qonstantly. | wouldn't allow my- wanted was for me to have some On several occasions, my
yelling and screaming at one anbefore | would feel safe enoughself to feel any emotions. | justsort of expectation to changeyoung women'’s division leader,

other. | know now that my par- to deal with the emotional dam-wanted to stay nhumb and preand become happy. Portlyn Benson, encouraged me
ents did their best, but they wereage | had suffered.) tend | was someone else. | had Meanwhile, the circle of my to participate in study meetings.
no self-respect, no dignity, noold life was diminishing. The |forced myselfto getup in front

Prooby bonocson — confidence. madam was arrested. The coef the members and struggle to

F

One night | met a girl who caine dealer was killed by theread theWorld Tribune To this
danced at Larry Flynt's Hustler Mafia. Others were dying. Mostday | am so thankful that | found
Club in Columbus. This startedof the people | had run with werethe courage, because it helped
two years of prostitution andeither in jail or dead. | desper-strengthen my reading skills. It
performing in orgies with Larry ately wanted to change, but | waseally was like school.
and Althea Flynt and countlessafraid to let go of drugs, not One of the things | studied
members of the publishing in-wanting to face what | might over and over was an excerpt
dustry. On several occasions find deep inside. | thought, Ifrom the Gosho “Reply to
was beaten black and blue, andan’t possibly change; partyingKyo’o”: “Believe in this man-
| even contracted gonorrhea. is all | know. dala with all your heart. Nam-

It was an endless cycle of Then one night | overdosedmyoho-renge-kyo is like the
drugs, prostitution, partying on cocaine. | survived, but, boy,roar of the lion. What sickness
and money. | was earning thouwas that my wake-up call. | hadcan therefore be an obstacle?” |
sands of dollars a week ancho choice but to chant. Therethought of that as | chanted.
blowing it all on my $500-a- was no turning back. Studying has given me the
day cocaine habit. | was sinking  The night before | received theconfidence to overcome any
deeper and deeper into nonex&ohonzon, Cleve and those eightloubts that arise when I've ex-
istence, and soon there was nother members prepared a dinngoerienced hardship or suffering
reality in my life. | had become party for me, including a video of in the areas of money, career,
a marathon runner — runningthe 1975 Hawaii culture festival.family, health and so forth.
from my problems. Finally, | That night | chanted to join the Chanting at the crucial moment
ran all the way to Los Angelesyoung women’s division Drill has helped me tap unlimited
for another shot at modeling.Dance and dance for world peaceability and brought out limitless
X i A Instead, | hooked up with a | was determined to changehope and inner strength to sur-
Sexual abuse sent Sondy Niethammer’s life into a negative, downward madam and a cocaine dealemy life, no matter what it took. mount every obstacle.

spiral until she encountered Nichiren Daishonin’s Buddhism. continuing my routine of pros- | consciously disassociated my- After 10 years of practice, |
titution and partying all night, self from my old friends, from returned to Indiana to help care
completely overwhelmed by the  Three months after the attackthen sleeping all day. the damage and the pain. Orior my oldest sister before she

responsibility of raising all of | began hemorrhaging. | don't A girl | knew from modeling Sept. 16, 1979, | received thedied. She would chant from time
us. | received little nurturing, remember much about it, but agigs invited me to a party in Gohonzon. That was the begin{o time, and prolonged her life
discipline or guidance. | was in-surgical procedure was per-North Hollywood. Little did | ning of a slow, 18-year uphill by a year. My parents acknowl-
timidated by my brothers andformed at the local hospital.know that inside was an SGlclimb of cleansing, healing, dis-edged the change in me and to-
sisters because they learne@ince that time | have been unmeeting. | sat in the diningcipline, growth and happiness. tally supported my practice.
much faster than | did. On top ofable to have a child. That was theoom, high on cocaine, snicker- During that year, before | re-
that, the kids in school made furphysical side of the rape. ing while | heard Nam-myoho- he first thing | did was cre- turned to Los Angeles, | was ap-
of me, making me feel like Iwas  But it brought out an emo- renge-kyo being chanted in the 1 ate a dream/goal list, and Ipointed a young women'’s divi-
stupid. As aresult, | didn’t eventional side | was unprepared forliving room. consistently chanted morningsion chapter leader. A handful
want to try. And | blamed my | was starved for attention and I'll never forget the initial im- and evening along with gongyo.of members and | would drive
parents for everything. love from someone — anyonepact of meeting Cleve Ford, thewithout partying, | discovered the eight hours one way, even
At age 12, | was hanging out— and | didn’t get it at home. gentleman who was leading thd was sleeping at night, then risthrough the snow, to attend
in my front yard one summer More emotional abuse oc-meeting. | sensed his electricitying at 5:00 a.m. and chantingmeetings in Chicago. | gained
day when three guys from thecurred daily. When | enteredwarmth and compassion. He exfor two hours before going toimmense appreciation and re-
high school drove by in their high school | had to face one ofplained to me briefly why they my new 40-hour-a-week job asspect for the members and for
new convertible. They stoppedthe boys who had raped me eactvere chanting and said that mya receptionist. this practice.
and asked me if I'd like to go for day in my classes. He laughedife could become better — it  This period was my educa- Each day | polish my mirror
a ride. | made a decision thatnd told his friends what he hactould be anything | dreamt ittion — as | immersed myself in by chanting Nam-myoho-renge-
would bring the end of my in- done. could be. I had the power insideSGI activities, including Drill kyo to bring out my courage,
nocence and would have a | survived by burying my to change any type of sufferingDance and district discussionwisdom and confidence so | can
tremendous and severe impagpain deep inside and becomingnd truly become happy, he saidmeetings, | was learning abouthelp others change their des-
on the rest of my youth. | got ina wild, class-cutting party girl. If | wished, he’d show me how the power of my life. tinies. Today | have a career in
the car! My grades hit bottom, and drugsto chant for a better, fuller life. ~ Gradually, something in me human resources, with the re-
The boys took me to their par-made a sweeping entrance into | felt a spark of hope. A sim- was awakening to the chanting.
ents’ home, locked me in themy life. | became popular by ple conversation with a strangeit was as if my heart had been pLEASE SEE WINNER, 15
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he Headquarters Lead-
ers Meeting for Febru-

ary 1962 was held on ®
e Human Revolution
Gymnasium. President Shin’-

ichi Yamamoto was present,

fresh from his visit to the Mid- By HO GOKU — I ustraten BY KENICHIRO UCHIDA

dle East. Brimming with joy

and determination, the mem-
bers had braved the wintel
cold to wage a great campaigt
toward achieving a new prop-

Volume 6, Chapter 3

ward with all my heart to

your valiant efforts as the
leaders in this undertaking.”

Shin’ichi had resolved to

begin by exhaustively study-
ing the Daishonin’s teach-
ings himself and to lecture
on the Gosho to members
whenever possible. He was
prepared to do all in his
power to help them under-
stand the profound mission

Accel 1

agation record this month, in Cce eratlon they possessed from the eter-
keeping with the Gakkai’'s nal past as disciples of
February traditiotand open- Translation of parts 13—17 of the ‘Acceleration’chapter, as printed 8eikgo Shimbythe Soka Nichiren Daishonin.

ing another new page in the = Gakkai’'s daily newspaper. Ho Goku is the pen name of Daisaku Ikeda, who appears in th 1ovel

history of kosen-rufu. as Shin’ichi Yamamoto. The events take place in 1962.

When itwas announced ai
the meeting that a total of
117,547 households had re-

ceived Gohonzon that month, there wasouragement they gave to members. behind the Soka Gakkai's efforts to

n March 3, Shin’ichi
attended the comple-
tion service of the
Dai-bo lodging com-

an excited buzz. Loud applause rang After that evening’s Headquartersspread the philosophy of the Daishoplex at the head temple Taiseki-ji, a con-

through the venue. The figure was a nelveaders Meeting,

Shin’ichi

hadnin’s Buddhism throughout the world,struction project initiated by the Gakkai.

monthly record. arranged to convene a meeting of Studyen naturally you will bring to your The new facility would contain the liv-
In the year and 10 months sinc®epartment members of the assistai@osho lectures great passion and emg quarters of the high priest as well as

Shin’ichi had become president, the@rofessor level and higher for the firsthusiasm, making every effort to ensuréhe head temple’s administrative offices
Gakkai’'s movement to spread the Dainationwide assistant professors meethey are clear, easy to understand, arzhd a training center for acolytes. After
shonin’s teachings had become an uimng. His aim was to reconfirm the fun-yet profound. reciting the sutra, High Priest Nittatsu
stoppable current of the times. Shin’ichdamental spirit of the Study Department “A deep inner resolve will surgedelivered a congratulatory speech, in

had steadily watched its progress anieaders and make a fresh start.

given continuous thought to what would
be necessary if the great number of new

within you — a determination to con-which he said:

vince those at your lectures of the great- “Due to the Soka Gakkai’'s dynamic
ness of Buddhism, to encourage them faropagation activities in recent years,

members who joined each month were t the nationwide meeting for overcome their suffering and develop athe prestige of our school has been dra-
to continue practicing Nichiren Daisho- Study Department assistant proeapable people who will join you in ded-matically enhanced. Those embracing
nin’s Buddhism throughout their lives, fessors, Shin’ichi began: “Presi-icating their lives to kosen-rufu. You will the Mystic Law increase day by day and
walking unerringly on the path to hap dent Toda said that ‘understandbe making every effort, marshaling al60 new temples have been built to date

piness. Development depended on theggy gives rise to faith, and faith seekgyour creativity in the process, to explairaround the country. At the head temple

new members’ growth.

understanding.... The depth of one’s urBuddhist teachings and principles in d@self, we have seen the renovation of the

He concluded that this could only bederstanding elevates one’s faith. And elway that is thorough and satisfying fofive-storied pagoda and the improve-
achieved by all members engraving thevated faith enhances understanding gbur audience. On the other hand, ifnent and expansion of the lodging tem-

teachings of the Goshoin their lives andur religious prac-
making the Gosho their foundation. Theice.” If one has an
Daishonin’s teachings are clearly exexcellent under-
pressed in his writings. The Gosho elustanding, that is,
cidates the laws of life and guidelineknowledge of the
for our behavior and existence in thi8uddhist teachings,
world. It explains why it is important to then anything less
strive hard in Buddhist practice and whyhan an excellent
obstacles and persecution beset thopeactice of faith
who uphold the True Law. Reading thevould run counter
Gosho also helps people understand ama both the Daisho-
appreciate the Daishonin’s spirit andiin’s teachings and
indomitable conviction. This would President Toda’s
serve as a driving force for people’spirit, preventing
faith, giving rise to courage, hope anadne from enjoying
wisdom, and forming a solid foundatiorthe real benefits of
for their lives. faith.

To achieve this, Shin’ichi felt it vital ~ “People who ne-
to establish the Gakkai spirit as an integlect their practice
gral core of each person’s life. And thaand just pride them-
this be achieved through a great studselves on their
movement — not one dedicated to alknowledge of Bud-

ples onits grounds, followed
by the donation of a modern
Grand Lecture Hall, facili-
tating study of the True Law.
In addition, the construction
of the Daikejo (Great Tran-
sient Castle) has provided a
comfortable rest hall for
many believers who visit the
head temple.”

The high priest went on to
say that the donation of the
spacious new lodging com-
plex, a showpiece of modern
architecture built at the pro-
posal of the Soka Gakkai’s
president, had completely
transformed the head tem-
ple’s appearance. He also ac-
knowledged the other vast
contributions of President
Yamamoto, who was ener-

stract Buddhist theory but to living Bud-dhist doctrine are arrogant. Such indiyour lectures are lackluster or so abgetically devoting himself to realizing
dhist principles relevant to actual pracviduals ultimately betray the Buddha’sstract and theoretical that people are lefhe great hope for kosen-rufu and sin-
tice. This, he felt, would first necessitatéeachings. President Toda often statezbnfused, or if they fail to touch people’serely working to protect and donate fa-
strengthening an awareness among tisérictly that people who master theoryives, it means that you are not reallgilities to the head temple and priest-
Study Department leaders, the profedut lack real faith are like myna birds ocommitted to achieving kosen-rufu.” hood. Calling him a model for all
sors and assistant professors, that thegrrots. Everyone wore a tense expression delievers, High Priest Nittatsu then an-
bore full responsibility for kosen-rufu.  “l hope each of you will strive to readShin’ichi continued with even greatemounced that, in recognition of his great
The commitment and determinatiorwith your life even one passage of thenergy: contributions, the head temple was ap-
of the Study Department leaders an@osho by actively putting it into prac- “Today, | propose that we designatgointing President Yamamoto as the se-
their dedicated efforts to study theice. If you do so, it is the same as readiext year the Year of Study and devoteior lay representative of Nichiren
Gosho would have a great impact oimg all the Daishonin’s teachings. | alsmurselves thoroughly to Buddhist studyShoshu. None of the Soka Gakkai lead-
their Gosho lectures at the district levehope you, the Study Department leadStudy is going to be especially imporers had known that this announcement
— where the members striving in theers, will be fully aware that the entiretant from now on. Kosen-rufu is a philo-was to be made.
very frontlines of the organization gathresponsibility for kosen-rufu rests orsophical movement deeply rooted in As High Priest Nittatsu handed the
ered to study the Daishonin’s teachinggour shoulders. If you possess a deggeople’s daily lives. The time has come
— and on the personal guidance and eawareness that you are the driving forcir it to flourish in earnest. | look for- PLEASE SEE ACCELERATION, NEXT PAGE
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ACCELERATION, FrROM PREVIOUS PAGE nin’s teachings would pulse vibrantly indeed deepened the joy, pride and confi- “That long?” Shin’ichi asked. “I feel
their lives. dence felt by members all around Japavad about that. But in the future, we'll
certificate of appointment to Shin’ichi, In his travels throughout Japan thatith regard to their mission as emisbuild community centers throughout
he said: “As the senior lagpresentative year, Shin’ichi not only attended leadsaries of the Buddha working for kosenShikoku — ones many times bigger
of this school, as the representative of alirs meetings in each area, but withoutifu. The great surge of propagationhan this. So please ask the members to
lay believers of Nichiren Shoshu, pleastail conducted Gosho lectures for leadthat resulted in the Gakkai reaching &ear with us a little longer.”
lead our lay believers responsibly anérs district level and up. He put hismembership of 3 million householdsin “We're happy and grateful just to
protect all temples of Nichiren Shoshu.Whole heart and soul into these lecture§lovember later that year could béhave this wonderful center,” one
Having been entrusted with the missioetermined to make each a decisiveaced to the energy generated bywomen'’s division leader exclaimed.
of guiding the laity and protectingvictory, he expended so much energghin’ichi's powerful Gosho lectures. “We couldn’t possibly ask for anything
Nichiren Shoshu, Shin’ichi resolved tathat often he would be completely After his meeting with district leadersmore.”

respond with utmost sincerity. drained afterward. His preparationsn Chugoku, Shin’ichi the next day trav- “Certainly, in terms of our spirit to
And for the next 30 years eled to Kagawa Pre- seek the teachings of Buddhism,”
— until in December 1990 fecturé to attend the Shin’ichi told her, “we shouldn’t com-

completion cere- plain about having to travel long dis-
mony of the new tances to attend meetings. And it's nat-
Shikoku Headquar- ural to be appreciative when a new
ters Building in the community center is built — such an at-
capital, Takamatsu. titude brings us great benefit and good
This marked the fortune. Even so, | still want to reduce
Gakkai's first com- the members’ hardships as much as
munity center in the possible.
Shikoku regior®. “That’s a leader’s job and responsi-
The two-story struc- bility. Leaders in our organization
ture housed a modestshould always think of those who are
Gohonzon room suffering most or experiencing the
with a floor area of greatest difficulties. They should think
approximately 1,440 about how to relieve the burden on
square feet on the members who have to travel hours to get
first floor and a hall to a meeting, for example, or how to
Nichiren Shoshu constituted of about 590 square make building an additional commu-
protecting Buddhism. = : feet on the secondnity center in a certain area possible. If
That same day, prior to floor. Compared to leaders lack such concern, they will fall
the completion ceremony the size of the out of sync with and alienate them-
for the new building, Shin’ichi plantedwould frequently find him pouring over Gakkai’'s main community centers inselves from the very people who matter
two trees in front of the head temple’she Gosho, engrossed in study into theach area today, the building was exnost — their fellow members.
Sammon Gate as Soka Gakkai youtiddle of the night. And to ensure thatremely small. But the members’joywas “I also want you to keep pace with

he was summarily dismissec
as chief lay representative o'
all Nichiren Shoshu lay or-
ganizations through the plot-
ting of High Priest Nikken

— he served the head templt
with a deep sincerity and
loyalty that words cannot
express. He did so believing
that if the high priest and en-
tire priesthood were work-
ing earnestly to perpetuate
the Mystic Law in the spirit

of the school's founder,
Nichiren Daishonin, then for
lay believers to support

N

.

SN

division representatives looked onhe would have a correct grasp of eacimmense. me. That means having a strong inner
These were planted to commemoratemall detail of a particular work and the resolve and the commitment to take full
the general meetings of the youndistorical background against which it fter the opening festivities for responsibility for achieving kosen-rufu.
men’s and young women’s divisionswas written, he would read other re- the new Shikoku Headquarters|t means giving your all to serving our
in November the year before, whicHated writings by the Daishonin, refer to Shin’ichi met with the local hardworking, dedicated members,
had seen record-breaking attendancgsssages in the Lotus Sutra and ev leaders. being constantly concerned for their
of 100,000 and 85,000, respectivelywade through history books. “How long does it take the membersvelfare and offering them your un-
He planted a Himalayan cedar sapling In addition, he put great thought intowho live furthest away to get here?” hestinting support and encouragement. |
for the young men and a Chinese blackhat points to stress in his lecture, andsked. am determined to protect the members

pine sapling for the young womenwhat examples or anecdotes to use and “Let’s see...coming from a place likeabove all.”
wishing to leave behind a lastingwhere to use them in his lectures, itywajima in Ehime Prefecture would
record of those milestone meetings irder to make those points easily urtake about five or six hours, even trav-
the history of the kosen-rufu move-derstandable. He would also confirneling by express train,” one of the lead- (To be continued)
ment. what guidance Josei Toda had givears replied. “But for those who can’t af-
pertaining to that particular Gosho byford that added expense and use the
going over his mentor’s lecturesyregular train, the trip probably takes
n the latter part of March, the pacespeeches and writings or the notes hebout nine hours.” 1. February tradition: In February 1952,
of Shin’ichi’'s activities picked up had taken of Toda’s guidance. With the Gakkai’s membership now SGlI President lkeda, then 24 and a newly
rapidly. After attending the 2nd And he would consistently chantat more than 2.5 million households, at @PPointed chapter staff of Tokyo's Ka-
Youth Division Music Festival at the earnest daimoku that those attendinigast one or two community centers umnata Chapter, paved the way toward an
= . : . : precedented achievement of 201 fam
Bunkyo Civic Hallin Tokyo on March 16, his lectures could savor the deep joy ofiere needed in each prefecture. HOw- jjies joining the Soka Gakkai in a single
Kosen-rufu Day, he flew to Okayaita faith and go about their activities withever, it was not easy for the Gakkai to chapter in a single month. This was the
attend a meeting of district chiefs at thabsolute conviction. This daimoku wagprovide even one small center per pre- start of what became known as the Feb-
Chugoki Headquarters. There, he gavénfused with a powerful prayer, drivenfecture. The first priority at that time ruary tradition, the spirit to redouble en-
a90-minute lecture on the Gosho “On thby a fierce determination to without failwas improving and developing the grg|es_to share Nichiren Daishonin's
) S . h o e 2 uddhism with others and to promote
Buddha’s Behavior.” As he spoke, hédring forth the life force he needed tdNichiren Shoshu facilities. This in-  greater understanding of the Soka
prayed fervently that the Buddhist prin-adequately convey the spirit and imeluded building the Grand Reception Gakkai's activities.
ciples and philosophy would deeplymense compassion of the Daishonirtlall at the head temple and increasing. Okayama: capital of Okayama Prefec-
touch the hearts and minds of those pre¢rhose goal was to save all humanity. the number of local branch temples ture in Japan’s Chugoku region.

sent, and that the spirit of the Daisho- Shin’ichi’s lectures on the Gosho in-throughout Japan. 3. Chugoku region: encompasses the west-
ern tip of Honshu, the largest of Japan’s
four main islands, consisting of Hi-

[} roshima, Okayama, Shimane, Tottori and
at DO You I ln ? Yamaguchi prefectures.
) 4. Kagawa Prefecture: in northeastern

Shikoku. Takamatsu is the capital of Ka-

I?/ease write tg us anq {et us kn_ow your thoughts on _the World Tribune. gawa Prefecture and the economic and ad-
What articles do you like or dislike? Which types would you like to see more of, less of? ministrative center of the Shikoku region.
Do you have ideas to make the paper better? Do you have questions you'd like answered? Would you like to get 5. Shikoku region: consisting of Shikoku,
involved in your local area? We welcome all letters at: the smallest of Japan’s four main islands,
Mailbox, World Tribune, 525 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica, CA 90401. and numerous surrounding islands. It

comprises Kagawa, Tokushima, Ehime
and Kochi prefectures.
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DISCUSSIONS ONYOUTH

The Meaning of Being Considerate

KRT PHOTOS

This is the 11th installment in
a series of discussions on
youth among SGI President
Ikeda and Soka Gakkai high
school division chiefs
Hidenobu Kimura (young
men’s chief) and Kazue Igeta
(young women’s chief),
representing high school
division members.

3

Kimura: Today'’s topic con-
cerns what it means to be con
siderate.

When asked in surveys wha
qualities they look for mostin a
person, many people, male an
female alike, are found to re-
spond, “Someone who is con
siderate.” And when questionec#s
as to what kind of person the
themselves hope to become,
large proportion give the samg
response.

A portrait of Thomas Edison is among the millions of documents and artifacts found at the Thomas Edison
Igeta: However, many peo- Historical Site in West Orange, N.J.
ple have no idea what being con

influential people like profes-
sors and celebrities said that
such people are often full of
themselves. He said it's amazing
how many times he’s seen them
fly off the handle over the slight-
est mistake, and that one even
threatened him, saying, “Do you
know who you're dealing
with?!”

Igeta: That's hardly the be-
havior one would expect from
people in their position!

Kimura: Of course, there are
many humble professors, too.

lkeda: Being considerate
means valuing and respecting
each person'’s dignity.

An acquaintance told me
about an educator who taught
for 38 years in Kumamoto Pre-
fecture in Kyushu [the south-
ernmost of Japan’s four main is-
lands]. He was a warmhearted

siderate is; they think it's keep-cern for others. Itis to empathizecharcoal stove into the corridorwhile at the same time keepingeacher who was deeply loved
ing a safe degree of distancevith the sadness, pain and loneto cook rice. You are probablyup with his studies. The husb-by all his students. What was the
from others so as not to hurtliness of other people. This Chi-too young to know what a char-band said, “People who struggledecisive turning pointin his life?

them or be hurt. nese character can also mean coal stove is, but it's like a when they’re young are truly When he was in the second

The other day a friend told cellent A genuinely considerate portable earthenware cookingfortunate.” The young couple grade, one cold day during win-
me about a mutual friend whoperson, someone who underrange. Anyway, | said good moved away not long after thatter vacation, a woman and her
was moping around at home bystands others’ hearts, is an exmorning and handed her the Though these things tookdaughter, who made their liv-
herself, thinking about quitting ceptional human being, an honpaper. Greeting me with a warmplace more than 50 years agoings as street performers, came
her job. My friend suggestedors student in life. To possessmile, she said thank you, andhe great kindness and concerto his house. The mother played
that the best thing we could dosuch concern for others is livingcommented that | was always irthis couple showed me remairthe shamisen a traditional
right now would be to leave herthe most humanistic way. It is ahigh spirits. etched in my heart to this daystringed instrument, and sang,
alone. | was shocked and toldsign of outstanding character.  As | turned to leave, sheThere was nothing arrogant owhile the daughter danced. A
her she was wrong — that if we  When | was about 12 or 13, lasked me to wait and handed meretentious about them. light snow was falling and the
didn't offer her support when delivered newspapers. | wantedh bundle of thick slices of dried  Buddhism teachesthat “calm-young boy sat eating pastries
she needed it most, we weren'to build up my strength and dosweet potatoes, which we calledhess is [the world] of Humanity” while he watched them. When
being good friends. whatever | could to help myimokachiin those days. (The Major Writings of Nichiren the song finished, he handed the

family since my brothers had Explaining that they had beenDaishonin vol. 1, p. 52). It is a girl his half-eaten pastry.

Ikeda: | see. It seems that, ongone off to fightin World War Il. sent from her hometown instate of tranquillity where one  Seeing this, his father, who
the one hand, people treasur®ur family business was farm-Akita Prefecture in northernembraces all people warmly,had been close by getting his ox
consideration in others anding seaweed, so there were manyapan the previous day, she saiayithout discrimination. The flip ready for work, ran over angrily
want to be considerate, but athoresto do, starting early inthé'l hope you’ll enjoy these.” side of humanity is arrogance —and smacked him. The father
the same time don’t want to getmorning. Afterward, | would go Then she offered her regards tarrogant people cause others tturned to the performers, who
too involved. Many of our read- on my paper route while the resmy parents. Her husband, a talsuffer. They flatter those were a bit surprised by this,
ers may share such conflictingof the town still slept soundly. Inman as | recall, also said: “Itstronger than them and intimi-bowed deeply and apologized
emotions. winter, riding my bike in the bit- must be tough delivering papersiate those weaker. Such peopléor his son’s bad manners. He

Being considerate is a mattetter-cold wind, my fingers froze in this cold weather. Study hardlive in the lower worlds of also made his son bow and apol-
of the heart. The heart is notand my breath came outin whiteand you will achieve greatHungerandAnimality. Their be- ogize. In addition to giving the
something we can easily com-puffs. things.” havior is despicable. mother and daughter some
prehend; it is subtle, complex. There were many familieson On another occasion, after | | understand that in British grain, he seized the bag of pas-
Therefore, it would be difficult my paper route. | rarely sawfinished my evening paperpublic schools, there is a traditries from which his son had
for anyone to describe what ittheir faces, but on the odd occaroute, the couple invited me totion of evaluating a student’sbeen eating and handed it to the
means to be considerate in a fewion | did, they weren't friendly. stay for dinner. They asked mecharacter by giving him or hergirl. Then, without even look-
words. Itis a profound question,Dogs also gave me a hard timemany questions about my fam-some position of authority oring at the boy sitting on the
tantamount to “What does it It was difficult, but | will ily. | told them about my father, leadership. They say a student'ground crying, he took his ox
mean to be human?” never forget the warmth andwho had fallen seriously ill and character is revealed by how hend went into the mountains to

Someone said that the Chiconsideration shown to me bywas bedridden. The husbandr she behaves toward juniors. work.
nese character used to depict thene young couple. They lived inthen began to encourage me, The father wanted to drive
wordconsideratiorin Japanese a single-story apartment build-sharing an anecdote about the Kimura: That's a good home that all people are equal
is made up of the pictographsng, home to 20 families. OneAmerican inventor Thomas Edi-point. A friend of mine who and worthy of respect. When the
forpersorandconcernThus,to day, as | entered the building,son (1847-1931): When Edisorworks at a publishing company
be considerate is to have conthe young wife was bringing awas a boy, he sold newspapersnd has a lot of interaction with prease see CONSIDERATE, NEXT PAGE
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CONSIDERATE, FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

boy grew up, he was always
grateful for this lesson. In Japan§™
it is rare these days to find fa

in raising their children.
It's important never to judge
people by appearances. As :
young man of 20, Josei Toda M e
who Iater became the Sokg

his home in Hokkaido and came
to Tokyo to pursue his dream s
However, carving his niche in
Tokyo was harder than he hag
anticipated.
One summer day, having
reached his wits’end, Toda vis
ited the home of one of his
mother’s distant relatives, an‘Makiguchi (thlrd row, center) became a noted school principal in Tokyo, but the education authorities kept close
army general. He arrived at thetabs on him because he refused to ingratiate himself with them. He was constantly being moved around and sent
doorstep wearing a dark blue-to schools where no one else wanted to go.
and-white padded jacket over ¢

deep gratitude when she found,
a month before her high school
entrance examination, that her
mother was getting up early to
chant for her to do well. She said
that this was the most thought-
ful thing anyone had ever done
for her.

Another student said: “I can
see how much my mom loves
me. From when | was a little girl,
she was always telling me to be
considerate of others’ feelings.
We've been on our own since |
was in the third grade, but my
mom'’s love gives me courage
because she’s always concerned
and takes good care of me.”

Ikeda: That's heartwarming.
Mothers are the strongest, most
caring people!

Igeta: Another young woman

threadbarenakama a tradi- back or leading them by thesystem of teaching by rote learnwhat it means to be consideratetold me that when she was in her
tional pleated garment for men.hand if necessary. He would alsang, which only stifled the chil-  Ikeda: Being kindhearted first year of high school, she
Though he was shown into thealways have hot water ready talren’s individuality, he wanted sodoesn’t mean being consideratehated school because she could-
living room, it soon became ap-gently soak the children’s frozendesperately to free them that ifNot to fight injustice or take ac- n't make friends. She decided to
parent that the general was pahands. He would ask them:nearly drove him insane. tion at a crucial moment isdrop out at the beginning of the
tronizing him, only pretending “How’s that? Does it feel bet- For the sake of his studentsyeakness. second semester because she
to be interested. Far from em+ter?” And the students wouldMakiguchi would readily con- was miserable, but then one of
pathizing with the young man’s say, “Uh-huh, it just stings a lit- front and indignantly challenge Kimura: The other day her classmates called to cheer
hopes and dreams, he didle.” What a beautiful scene! any authority. Once, he even desomeone pointed out that humaiher up and invite her to have
everything possible to keep his Later, Makiguchi became aclared to the school inspectorsrelations today seem to be perlunch together at school.
distance. noted school principal in Tokyo, who wielded immense powervaded by the desire to not mak&ouched and encouraged by her
Toda was at first oblivious to but the education authoritiesover education at that time, thatvaves or keep the status quoclassmate’s kindness — not
this. Having been received courkept close tabs on him becauséhe inspection of classes was unMany feel that opening up toowanting to let her down — she
teously, he began talking enthuhe refused to ingratiate himselfnecessary since it only led to thenuch to others puts one at riskvent to school every day from
siastically about his goals. Butwith them. He was constantlyundesirable standardization obf being hurt. In a recent publicthen on. Now, she says, they are
when he realized his relative wadeing moved around and sent teducation. That's why he was oropinion poll in Tokyo, approxi- best friends who talk to each
only being polite, he made toschools where no one elsehe authorities’ blacklist. mately 70 percent of the re-other about everything.
leave. As he did so, the general’'svanted to go. That's also why everyone elsespondents said they didn’t want
wife wrapped in white paper Atone point, Makiguchi was loved and respected him. Whento get too close to others. More lkeda: True concern for oth-
some cakes that were sitting oriransferred to Mikasa Elemen-ever Makiguchiwas transferred,than 50 percent said that theyers manifests itself as uncondi-
the table and handed them taary School. All the studentsthe students at the school wherevere reluctant to help others betional friendship. To be consid-
Toda, but he refused them, sayeame from poor families. Somehe’d been principal would burstcause getting involved coulderate means that the more
ing, “I didn't come here for your were so destitute that they didn’into tears. Even the parents angroduce unforeseen problemssomeone is suffering, the more
charity!” even have umbrellas to shieldeachers would break down. they could be held responsible ifove you show them. It gives you
Toda never forgot that hu-them from rain. Out of his own  Makiguchi later defied someway [accordingto asurveythe courage to help another
miliation as long as he lived. pocket, Makiguchi would pre- Japanese militarism and subseby the Tokyo Metropolitan Gov- stand up. And it means recog-
Whenever he recalled the inci-pare lunch for the children whoquently died in prison, a martyrernment on Jan. 16]. nizing another person’s unhap-
dent, he would admonish hiscame to school without one. Thisfor his convictions. No matter piness for whatitis, trying to un-
wife: “One must never judge was more than 10 years beforevhat might happen to him, he lkeda: It's certainly a tough derstand and share his or her
people by what's on the surfacelunches were supplied in Japan’souldn’t look on while oppres- world we live in. | can see why suffering. This will enable you
It's impossible to make a deci-schools. There were eight memsive government authorities in-one might want to shut oneselto grow and at the same time
sion about a person’s future ombersin his own family to feed, soflicted suffering on the people.up in one’s shell. But those whohelp the other person become
know what their mission is you canimagine how difficult it Nor would he accept an incor-do so are deluding themselves itrong. Consideration is train-
based on their appearance. Evamust have been. He was also scect philosophy. they think they can live without ing ourselves in the art of en-
uating others at first glance isconsiderate that he would place People with concern for oth- other people. They have forgot-couraging others.
forbidden in our house!” Toda the prepared lunches in the janiers stand firm when faced withten that they have been, and con- The important thing is not
had great inner strength and hisor’s room, where the needy chil-injustice. Buddhism teaches thatinue to be, surrounded and supjust sympathizing with or pity-
generosity knew no bounds. Hedren could get them easily with-anger can be constructive or deported by the kindness andng others, but understanding
never scorned people becauseut having to feel ashamed orstructive. When justice or goodgenerosity of many people.  what they're going through. Em-
they were poor. His compassiorembarrassed. isimperiled, anger becomes nec- We would never have comepathy is crucial. Sometimes hav-
was indiscriminate. essary. On the other hand, angento this world, or grown into ing someone who understands
Soka Gakkai founding presi- Kimura: If he had placed the that arises from emotionalism iswhat we are, without the love andcan give us the strength to go
dent Tsunesaburo Makiguchilunches in the staff room or ina manifestation of Animality. concern of our mothers. And whaton.
whom Toda chose as his mentothe classroom in front of the The greater the person, the morabout our fathers, brothers and
was also a strong, warmheartedther kids, those students wouldll-encompassing his or her lovesisters, grandparents, relatives, Kimura: Concern for others
person. As an elementary schogbrobably have been embar{orothers. This love is the sourcdriends, school teachers and seis not tangible. For that reason,
teacher in Hokkaido, he wouldrassed and hesitant to take thenef strength and compassion.  niorsin faith? Haven't there beerwe can’t show someone that
go out to meet students walkingHow thoughtful of him! countless people who have emwe'’re considerate unless we do
to school when it was snowing, Igeta: Precisely because onebraced us with their warmth andsomething considerate. How-
and would walk them home after |keda: Makiguchiwould have cares for others, one shoulcdconsideration throughout ourever, either people can’'t muster

school. When he did so, he trieddone absolutely anything for hisnever betray one’s beliefs —lives?
to make sure that students irstudents’ happiness. That's howeven if imprisoned. That is
poor health didn’t fall behind the kind he was. He once wrote thanoble! This is a little different

Igeta: Yes. One student

the courage or are afraid of
being rejected if they do extend

others, carrying them on hiswhen he thought of the Japanesiom our usual understanding ofshared with me her feeling of prease see CONSIDERATE, NEXT PAGE
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CONSIDERATE, rroM PREVIOUS PAGE  — it IS @ sign of Animality.
Shakyamuni always initiated
a helping hand. dialogue with people. He didn’t

Igeta: One student told me wait arrogantly for others to
she had hesitated to offer hespeak to him first, nor did it ever
seat to an elderly person on th@ccur to him to worry about
train because she feared that pewhat they might think of him. [K
son would be offended by beingHe addressed people warml
treated like an old person. Shend with ease.
was afraid of being thought a
do-gooder. Kimura: To be concerned

about others’ welfare requiresf

Ikeda: Certainly, there’s no courage, doesn't it?
knowing how another person is
going to respond. There may be Ikeda: Exactly. Cowardice
occasions when your sincere inbegets cruelty. Courage beget|
tentions are completely rejectedkindness.
oryoumay be laughed atoreven | want to share with you ] e
ridiculed. But turning around something that happened to th¢ v B‘\ rd
and getting mad at the persoriamous Austrian writer StefanAnne Robertson and daughter Emily, 11, stand in front of Casey Elementary School in Jackson, Miss. Anne is a
you're trying to help does no-Zweig (1881-1942), when aparent of two children and a member of ‘Parents for Public Schools. The group supports the enrollment of
body good. Letting fear para-high school studerttOne of his students in inner-city schools who would normally have attended suburban or private schools. It stresses the
lyze you is foolish, too. classmates was an excellent sttimportance of children learning in real-world classrooms with black and white, rich and poor, struggling and

The thing that matters is whatdent and very popular. One daystudious all together — society’s true mix, not a sheltered refuge.
you want to do. You must havethis classmate’s father, who was
the courage to follow your in- the president of a large com-This can be applied to considererate of others. | think it's im- catchphrase “Be kind to our
stincts when it comes to helpingpany, was arrested for some ination as well: small, medium portant that we strive to becomeplanet,” but in reality, the planet
people. Your life will expand cident. The media got hold ofand great consideration. people who don't just wear gen-has been kind to us.
only as much as you take actiorthe story and printed sensational Mr. Makiguchi once said: erosity on the surface, but who
on behalf of others, regardless ofeports about the father, going s6Friendship can be divided into can really touch people’s lives.  lkeda: Behind each of us
how they may react toward yourfar as to print photos of the fam-three levels. Say you have a stands not just 4 billion years of
kindness. Consideration equalsly in the newspaper. friend who needs ¥10,000 Ikeda: The noble side of a kindness from the Earth, but the
strength, so the more consider- The classmate was absentabout U.S. $100). Giving your person is manifested in kind-compassion of the entire universe
ate of others you are, thefrom school for more than two friend the money needed is amess and consideration to othsince time without beginning.
stronger you will become. weeks. Then, one day, he unexact of small good, whereas helpers. Kindness and consideraTherefore, you mustn't slander

Makiguchi had no time for pectedly showed up and satng hin or her find a job is an acttion for others resonate withor devalue your life. Life is the
people who had no guts — whodown at his desk. He buried hisof medium good. both the Buddhist concept ofmost precious of all treasures.
just stood by and did nothing.face in his textbooks and didn't However, if your friend is compassion and the core ChrisEach of you has been given this
The good but fainthearted, inlook up. Even during the break,suffering because of a basic tentian concept of love. | said ear-invaluable gift and each of you is
failing to fight evil, are ulti- he sat by himself and stared outlency to be lazy, then a gift oflier that every person hasirreplaceable. Those bearers of
mately defeated by it. Maki- the window, avoiding eye con-money or ajob will only caterto grown up supported by thelife—the universe, the Earth and
guchi often said: tact with everyone. and perpetuate his or her negawarmth and kindness of manymothers — cherish their chil-

Not wanting to embarrass ortive habits. True friendship is people. Actually, when viewed dren. The most important thing

Not doing good is effectively the hurt their classmate’s feelings,helping that person uproot thefrom a larger perspective, wefor the 21st century is that we ex-

same as doing bad. Let's sayZweig and his friends kept theirindolent nature that is the sourcexist here thanks to the supporpand throughout society that ab-

someone places a huge bouldedistance. Zweig could see thabf all his or her suffering — in not only of the people aroundsolute, fundamental considera-
in the middle of the road. This is his friend could use a kind word,other words, teaching a correcus, but of everything on thistion, that profound compassion
malicious, as it will cause trou- but while he stood there won-belief system.” In this sense,earth and in the entire universetoward life.

ble for those who pass by laterdering what he should do thesharing Nichiren Daishonin’s  Every single living thing —

Then, someone comes along anthell rang, ending the break. TheBuddhism with as many peoplethe flowers, the birds, the sun, Kimura: If we do so, war and

sees the large obstruction, butclassmate didn’t show up for theas we can is the most considerthe soil — supports one other inthe oppression of human rights

while knowing that it will cause next class. And he never re-ate, most humanistic thing wea beautiful symphony of life. will disappear.

serious problems, leaves it therdurned to school. can do. Since the birth of this planet

with the attitude “Well, I didn't ~ This must have weighed Often, attempts to do greatmore than 4 billion years ago, Igeta: It will also put a stop

putit there.” This may seem like heavily on Zweig. He must havegood are misunderstood. Ondife form after life form has to the destruction of the envi-

simply not doing a good thing, regretted that he didn’t act onexample is how children arebeen conceived and nourishedconment.

but, actually, not moving the his instincts when he had thesometimes unable to appreciAnd human life is a part of that

boulder is causing the same inchance. ate the way their parents try tochain. If at any pointalink were  lkeda: That's why the first

convenience for the future Japanese often take slandediscipline them. No doubt, missing from this chain of life, thing we mustdo is develop our-

passersby as putting it there inous rumors about people as trutlyou, too, will run into resent- none of us would be alive todayselves. A truly commendable
the first place. and spread them around withment when you try to help person is one who possesses the
out checking the facts. This issomeone with your great con- Kimura: | guess we are all spirit to improve and grow, and

Most people have a spark ofthe opposite of being considersideration. proof that the chain hasn't beerthis is in itself true consideration
warmth or human kindnessate. To be considerate also But, surely, the ultimate actbroken! for others. In contrast, to be
somewhere in their heart. | re-means being fair. It means beingf consideration for others is completely self-absorbed and
ally don’t think that anyone is open-minded enough to find outchanting for their happinessand Ikeda: Life produces new utterly indifferent to other peo-
born completely coldhearted.the truth for oneself. doing everything you can forlife — surely this is considera- ple’s happiness shows arrogance
But if, as time passes, people them. Though your efforts maytion in its most basic form. and a mean-spirited nature that
bury their warmth deeper and Kimura: Itseemsthe way we not be valued now, as long adelving deeper into this idea, lis ruled by the world of Anger.
deeper in their hearts for fear olshow or express our considerayou act with utmost sincerity, think we can say that the Earth | hope that all of you, the pro-
being hurt, they will become tion for others takes differentpeople will come to trust anditself is a giant living organism tagonists of the 21st century,
cold and hard. Similarly, thoseforms depending on the situationrely on you. They will in time be and is great consideration in-will work diligently to become
who are self-centered and think truly grateful for the love and carnate. President Toda onc@eople of great strength and gen-
everyone is against them gird Ikeda: Yes. The mostimpor- kindness you have shown themsaid that the activity of the en-uine consideration. W]
themselves with the armor oftant thing is the sincere wish to tire universe is essentially & This episode appears in: Masa-
authority, fame, status, cal-see others become happy. Maki- Igeta: It seems from what function of compassion. taro Mi?/akeSailEgn no Sh@rhe
lousness or conceit. Such beguchi talked about the idea ofyou're saying that a person is Book on Trials) (Tokyo: Makino
havior is devoid of humanity small, medium and great goodonly as great as they are consid- Igeta: There is the popular Shoten, 1942), pp. 184-85.
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DAISHONIN'S

P“Sl‘s WRITINGS TO
DAILY LIFE

People of Good
Character

By MALINA MOORE
SGI-USA YOUTH DIVISION STUDY COMMITTEE

Those who associate with
people of good character,
though they themselves may
have no particular virtue, will
consequently become upright in
heart, deed and word....
Though one may not be
outstanding in other ways, if he
puts faith in this sutra, the
Buddha will look upon him as a
good person. (The Major
Writings of Nichiren Daishonin,
vol. 6, p. 268)

S ometimes [ wonder about my ca-
pability. When things are partic-
ularly hectic and busy, and [ feel like
screaming or ripping out my hair, I
think, “How doces President Ikedado
it?” I know that he isn’t going 24
hours a day, but when I look at his
life, what he has accomplished over
the past 50 years, [ am in awe. Of
course, we all have our unique paths
and I am not comparing mine with
his per se. But rcading this letter and
especially this passage, I think how
fortunate we are to have in Daisaku
lIkeda a living example of how to
practice Buddhism and live life—an
exceptional example of a person of
“good character.”

In today’s hectic, often narcissis-
tic society, it is so easy to associate
with people of less-than-noteworthy
character. As Dr. Cornel West says
in Race Matters, in today’s society
“the predominance of the market-
inspired way of life over all oth-
ers...edges out non market values —
love, care, service to others.” It’s so
casy to be influenced or swayed if
we don’t have a solid spiritual base.
I think it is extraordinary that there
are thousands upon thousands of us
in the SGI struggling day after day,
obstacle after obstacle, consciously
creating value and trying to set good
examples.

As the Daishonin says in this let-
ter, “Though one may not be out-
standing in other ways, if he puts faith
in this sutra, the Buddha will look
upon him as a good person.” Here,
“look upon him as a good person”
means that, whatever our state of life
or karma, we can absolutely achieve
an enlightened state through assidu-
ous Buddbhist practice in daily lifc and
society. I have realized that my capa-
bility isn’tstatic. It’s ever-developing
1 and expansive. W]

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ON THE TEMPLE ISSUE

Who Is Nikken?

What should I know about
. Nikken?

» -~ The pamphlet Issues Between
" the Nichiren Shoshu Priesthood
" and the Soka Gakkai, vol. 5, de-
scribes many ways in which Nikken Abe,
as head of Nichiren Shoshu, has acted
counter to the teachings and spirit of the
Daishonin’s Buddhism. Among them:

1) He plotted to destroy the harmo-
nious unity of believers.

This refers to the scheme that Nikken
himself dubbed “Operation C” (the plot
to discredit SGI President Ikeda and dis-
solve the Soka Gakkai. Details of this op-
eration are reported in SG/-USA Newslet-
ter, vol. 1, no. 6, Nov. 18, 1991, issue.)

2) He is the cause for the decadence
and corruption of the priesthood.

Nikken's personal grudge against the
SGlI seems to stem in part from SGI's de-
cision to speak out against the wide-
spread extravagance and corruption
within the priesthood. as typified by
Nikken's own opulent lifestyle.

3) He conspired with disgruntled
former members and sensationalist
journalists to defame the SGI.

It is well known that long-time anti-
Gakkai plotier Masatomo Yamazaki and
anti-Gakkai journalist Isao Dan have
conspired with Nikken in his campaign
against the Soka Gakkai. Yamazaki, who
was imprisoned three years for extortion,
wrote a letter to Nikken advising him
which publications would be willing to
print scandalous articles about the
Gakkai without verifying facts.

4) He rejects dialogue and treats
members with disdain.

Nikken never responded to the Soka
Gakkai’s repeated requests for dialoguc
after the temple unjustly accused it, al-
though the Gakkai leadership— including
President Ikeda— had visited Taiseki-ji on
a monthly basis for many years. Nikken
has instructed priests explicitly to be more
concerned about getting members to leave
the Gakkai than about those members’
faith and happiness.

5) He betrayed the laity’s sincere
faith in the priesthood.

Hundreds of Nichiren Shoshu temples,
from which the priesthood operates to at-
tack the SGI's kosen-rufu movement, were
donated by the Soka Gakkai. In addition,
much of the priesthood’s finances and as-
sets derive from the donations of Soka
Gakkai members made over the decadcs.
Nevertheless, he has been using these
venues 1o denounce these very people.

Key Points:

* Nikken's behavior suguasls that he is concerned with pre-
serving his own and the priesthood's authority rather than with
propagating the Daishonin's teachings, the happiness of be-
lievers, or the dmlnpmenl of Kosen-rulu,

* Because he Is ignorant of the siunlllnanna'oi the SEI's kosen-
rufu movement and hears a personal grudge against SGI Pres-
ident Ikeda, Nikken has succumbed to his own emotions to be-
come an enemy of Nichiren Daishonin’s Buddhism.

6) He promotes the danto (direct
temple membership) movement,
which he has formerly regarded as an
incorrect way of propagating the Law.

Nikken is behind efforts by temples to
mislead SGI members about their orga-
nization in order to entice them to join the
temple. He also plays a key role in the
global dissemination of false and defam-
atory articles and rumors about the SGI.

7) He stopped issuing the Gohonzon
to SGI members.

Nikken used the Gohonzon and the
members’ faith in it in an attempt to bait
Gakkai members to join the temple. He
eventually refused to issue the Gohonzon
to SGI members. His aim was to gain ad-
herents by being the only source of Go-
honzon for new belicvers.

8) He excommunicated the SGI.

Itis now a historical fact that Nichiren
Shoshu, a clerical body headed up by
Nikken and consisting of no more than
1,000 priests, excommunicated the
global organization of the Daishonin’s
Buddhism that comprises some 10 mil-
lion practitioners in 128 nations. This is
an act unprecedented in the history of
world religion.

9) He altered the doctrines of
Nichiren Daishonin’s teachings.

In the Daishonin’s teaching, any or-
dinary person who sincerely embraces
the Gohonzon and chants the Mystic
Law is viewed as a true Buddha.
Nikken preaches the view that he is the
sole possessor of true enlightenment;
that others can only hope to attain this
state in the future through their con-
nection to him.

10) He exerts the power of an ab-
solute dictator within the priesthood.

Nikken has changed Nichiren
Shoshu’s bylaws arbitrarily, time and
again, to stifle any criticism of his lead-
ership from the laity and any opposi-

tion from within the priesthood.

Priests who have left Nichiren Shoshu
in protest of Nikken’s actions unani-
mously agree that the priesthood had no
justifiable reason for attacking the Soka
Gakkai from the outset. From their view
as insiders, the entire situation was trig-
gered by Nikken's cgo and emotionalism.

While the Soka Gakkai’s original pur-
pose remains unchanged, Nikken's per-
verse nature has placed him in direct op-
position to the noble cause of kosen-rufu.
While he may insist that as high priest he
is the sole possessor of the Law, the Law is
not something one can possess. It belongs
lo everyone, and is inherent in everything.

These are among the many reasons
why Nikken is unfit to serve as high
priest, and why the SGI has called for his
immediate resignation.
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The SGI-USA has published a
new pamphlet, Questions and An-
swers on the Temple Issue, which
seeks to provide succinct infor-
mation on this important issue. It
is now available free of charge
through the organization. The
study page is reprinting each of
the questions from the pamphlet
as a service 1o our readers.
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SGI President Ikeda gave the
following speech at the 11th
Headquarters Leaders
Meeting, the 3rd Nationwide
Women’s Division Leaders
Meeting and the 2nd Kansai
Youth Division General
Meeting, held at the Kansai
Toda Memorial Hall in Osaka,
Japan, May 19.

ot Dependent
on Anyone

CORBIS-BETTMANN

ongratulations on this
lively meeting! | join
ou in proclalmmg,
“Long live ‘Ever-vic-
torious Kansai'!”
While in Shanghairecently, |
was interviewed [on May 14] for
a TV program on Zhou Enlai
that will air next year to com-
memorate the centennial of the
late Chinese premier’s birth.
With the welfare of the people
his primary and constant con
cern, Zhou Enlai wrestled tire-
lessly with the challenge of con-|
structing a new China, literally
putting his life on the line. Di-
recting this effort, a kind of
grand historic experiment, he
faced an unending succession @
difficulties.
While of an entirely different
nature and dimension, the SGI'Y
movement for kosen-rufu is ak : Al
global experiment — one aimed‘We had enemies in front of us. And we had enemies behind us, too, said Madam Deng Yingchao, wife of Premier
at positively transforming hu- Zhou Enlai, of the years she and her husband devoted to constructing a new China.
mankind’s future. It is an at-
tempt to create eternal value thafied independence.

10,000 years and more of thelepend on anyone or anything.dedication. Leaders today whathe members’ sake.
Latter Day of the Law. Achiev-
ing this is Nichiren Daishonin’s one — this is my sentiment, too.are lazy and shiftless.

the people, were right on the
mark.

Victory Depends
on the People

In Shanghai, where | received
an honorary professorship from
Shanghai University, | had a
number of chances to speak with
that distinguished institution’s
chancellor, Dr. Qian Weichang,
and his wife, Kong Xiangying.
Dr. Qian, an internationally
renowned physicist, once con-
ducted research with Dr. Linus
Pauling in the United States. He
also enjoyed the confidence of
Zhou Enlai. He currently holds
the important post of vice chair-
man of the Chinese People’s Po-
litical Consultative Conference.
Madam Kong, by the way, is a
75th generation descendant of
Confucius.

| said to Dr. Qian: “In the
past, China was wracked by civil
war and the war against Japan.
The Chinese Communist Party
was thought to be at a serious
disadvantage in various re-
spects, including lack of muni-
tions and supplies. Many people
felt certain the communist
forces would lose, but in fact
they won. There must have been
many factors, but what do you
think was the most important

In otherour movement’s early days.Thatis why | continue to endurecause of their victory?”
will endure throughout the words, the strength not to rely orEveryone fought with vigor and all attacks and fight tirelessly, for

Dr. Qian replied simply: “It
was the power of the people. The

Don't be dependent on any-fail to wage such earnest efforts Those who have experienceccommunists had the people on
great suffering must win in life their side.” He added, “There

decree. Right now, probably fewWe each have to strengthen and When we exert ourselvesand become happy. If you're al-was no corruption in their army
people are aware of the tremendevelop ourselves through ourarnestly for kosen-rufu, we areways losing and miserable, therand they treated the people
dous significance of our efforts.own efforts. We must never sur-certain to encounter the threeyou are not practicing the Dai-well.” In other words, the people
render to any foe or difficulty. obstacles and four devils, as welshonin’s Buddhism correctly. felt that they had a true ally, and
We must be fearless. This is thas the three powerful enemies.You are not following life’s true gladly provided cooperation and
true spirit of self-reliance. And Therefore, a person who underpath. Buddhism teaches thesupport. The communist forces
this was the strength that engoes persecution for the sake omeans by which the sad becomaon because they made an ally
In the past, Japan, along withabled the Chinese people to acthe Law, and those who fighthappy and the happy becomef the people. Victory, in short,
a number of other countries,complish their great revolution. alongside such a person, are ohappier still. That is the reasorhinges on whether one has made
blindly warned against the birth  This self-reliance arose fromthe true path of Nichiren Dai- for our practice. And isn’'t be- an ally or an enemy of the peo-
of the new Chinese “people’s rethe Chinese people’s struggleshonin’s Buddhism. coming happy one of life’s mostple.
public.” The Eastern and West-against Japanese aggression. Zhou Enlai called to the peo-important goals?
ern blocs joined to contain andWhat Japan did during the warple of other countries, aswell,to Since my youth, | have Never Let Cowardice
isolate China. As a result, thewas truly abominable. The Japanadvance along the path of selfyearned to support China inDefeat You
new republic faced continuingese army occupied China’s mairreliance. He believed in thesome way. That’s because | had
difficulties. ports in an attempt to cut it off power of the people. heard from my elder brothers The Chinese revolutionary
Sometime after Premierfrom the outside world and close We, too, place our trust inabout the brutality of the in- QiuJin (c. 1877-1907), whom |
Zhou's death, his wife, Dengthe routes by which allies werepeople. vading Japanese army inmentioned inaspeech earlierthis
Yingchao, told my wife and me: sending supplies. But witbelf- Having survived oppression,China. Now, at long last, | amyear, also called out for indepen-
“We had enemies in front of us.relianceas their watchword, the abuse, humiliation and foreignin a position to actualize thedence, especially for women. In
And we had enemies behind usChinese dauntlessly surmountedhvasion, the Chinese stood updeal that | have cherished ofheryouth, she founded a progres-
too.” When my wife commented the atrocities and oppression thawvith the determination to createsomeday exerting myself onsive women's magazin&€hina
on how harrowing this mustthe Japanese military perpetratetheir country and cause it toChina’s behalf. Women'’s Journalin Shangai,
have been, Madam Deng conagainst them. prosper through their own ef- lam overjoyedto see China'sand declared, “As a human
tinued: “That was the situation forts and resources. Theirconfident advance. The develbeing, to be sg)ineless is truly a
every day — every single day. It‘Strengthen Oneself strength was truly admirable.opment | saw in Shanghai on mydreadful thing.” Her words, like
was like that for years, forin Battles’ Zhou Enlai was determined thatecent visit was most impres-flames, roused people from their
decades. We really fought hard. the Chinese would indeed presive. Those who knew Shanghacomplacency.
I will never forget those Premier Zhou once said,vail and their victory would go in former times tell me that the  Whenever | think of Qiu Jin,
words. “One must strengthen oneself irdown history. He had no doubtcity today is like a completely | am reminded of our young
What did Premier Zhou battles, and temper oneself irthat this would be done. different place. That's how dy- women'’s division members.
stress to the people during thesthe raging wind and raint” In the SGI, we believe in thenamically China is moving Moved by the blazing spirit of
difficult times? It was self-re- Struggling in the midst of a Gohonzon and place our trust irehead. The determination andiu Jin, flag-bearer of China’s
liance. Thisis well known. Itim- storm — this aptly describesthe SGI members. The membersision of Zhou Enlai, who
plies a life of proud and digni- members’ admirable efforts inare important, notthe top leadersfirmly believed in the power of pLease see DEPENDENT, NEXT PAGE

The Spirit of
Self-Reliance
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“young women'’s division,”
China’s “young men'’s division”
also stood up.

Second Soka Gakkai presi{§
dent Josei Toda once said, “If thg™
Soka Gakkai becomes filled
with cowardly, spineless people
that will be the end.” And found-
ing president Tsunesaburd
Makiguchi cried, “Rather a sin-
gle lion than a thousand sheep!
This is the Soka Gakkai spirit.

Qiu Jin’s conviction was that [
standing on one’s own feet ik
fundamental to becoming truly
human. Zhou Enlai declared
that true independence mean
taking responsibility for peo-
ple’s happiness and exerting
oneself earnestly on everyone’y
behalf. This is also a key ele [ }
ment of human revolution, of Teru Hasegawa (r) moved to China from Japan and fought agamst Japanese mllltansm there. ‘I am notadumb
inner reform, and characterizesheast; I have learned something about justice, she said.
the lives of those awakened tc
their mission.

b

treated with coldness and suspi-
cion by the Chinese simply be-
cause of her nationality.

Nonetheless, she continued
to cry out, “China’s victory will
be the key to the future of all
Asia and all humankind'* She
was extremely shrewd and saw
right to the essence.

Hasegawa died before the age
of 35 from an infection. She left
behind a 5-year-old son and a 1-
year-old daughter. There may be
instances where SGI members,
too, succumb to illness in the
course of their kosen-rufu en-
deavors. Please remember, how-
ever, that our entire existence —
both in life and death — is em-
braced by the Mystic Law.

The “Life Span” chapter of
the Lotus Sutra says, “Let us live
out our lives!” The Lotus Sutra
p. 228). This means that through
our Buddhist practice, we in-
crease our vitality and extend

paths you operf’She addressedsame was true in the Sokaclear common sense would defour lives. We also find the lines

Inresponse to Premier Zhou'she children with the sameGakkai's early days. In every re-initely sympathize with China. | “sagacious beams shine without
call, China’s youth stood upearnestness and sincerity shepect, the women'’s division hasam not a dumb beast; | havaneasure” and “this life span of

courageously. Among them wasshowed adults.
Chancellor Qian. The young Dr.
Qian decided to dedicate his life‘with the spirit of self-reliance, solid and trustworthy.
to his country through science.we can definitely outdo our pre-
He completely changed his di-decessors and surpass thehe published articles in a newstraitor and un-Japanese.
rection, putting aside the studiesaichievements® Similarly, | paper that was under the super-

he had pursued, and set himseliope that the youth divisionvision of Zhou Enlai. And Deng
to the difficult challenge of be- members, who will shoulder theXiaoping praised her.

coming a physicist. SGl's future, will far surpass

opened the way. And the Kansalearned something about juscountless kalpas” (LS, 231),
Zhou Enlai believed that women’s division is especially tice.”® That was an age when towhich mean that the Buddha’s
oppose the government’s poli-life is eternal and that there is no
Hasegawa is famousin Chinacies meant to be branded as place the light of the Buddha'’s

wisdom cannot reach.
From the standpoint of the

First Soka Gakkai presidenteternity of our lives, because
Tsunesaburo Makiguchi andwe embrace the Mystic Law
Witnessing the Japaneselosei Toda, who later becameeverything is moving in a posi-

This morning, | was talking their seniors and the achievearmy’s assault on Shanghaithe second president, were alst¢ive direction. Everything is
with my wife about the similar- ments of all who have come beHasegawa exclaimed: “Cannorcondemned as traitors for fail- contributing to our happiness
ity between the Soka Gakkaifore. Please realize the stillfire andsmoke shroud this cos-ing to follow the militarists and and attainment of Buddhahood.

spirit— the Kansai spirit, in par- greater advance of the SGimopolitan city, and there are ris-support the war effort.
ticular — and modern China’smovement in the 21st centurying screams of panic and fear....

We need to have confidence
in the Mystic Law. We mustn’t

spirit of self-reliance. “That's ex- Youth division members in Kan- My heart cries out, ‘For the sake Hasegawa didn’t care whatbe swayed by immediate cir-

actly right,”

a number presentsai and throughout world — | of both our countries’ people,other people said about hercumstances or allow them to

with us exclaimed. “That's why entrust you with this mission! stop the war!’” She felt that the She was never intimidated. “If cloud our faith.

Kansaiis so strong,” they agreed. Madam Deng also told the“giant cloud of gray smoke” it pleases you, then go right

Although during her short

The Kansai members aren’tchildren: “Although | am old, pressing upon China would suf-ahead and call me atraitor,” shdife Hasegawa was called a trai-

bothered in the least by othersimy ideals still possess the revofocate not only the Chinese busaid.

“I am not frightened in tor, her name now shines with

petty jealousy or contempt. Nolutionary spirit of my youth. the Japanese as well. “I can heahe least.’ She was unshak-an undying brilliance in Asia.
matter what, they simply con-This 85-year-old granny is readythe tearful cries of the old farm-able. “Rather, | regard it as aHer two children have grown
tinue fighting on courageously.to advance with all of you®” ers and the women [of Japankource of deep shame to coninto fine Chinese citizens. |
They exert themselves whole- My heart is that of a youth robbed of their sons and hussider myself as the same naheartily applaud this coura-
heartedly for kosen-rufu. | dedicated to the revolution! —bands by war,” she wrote. “I hatetionality as those who not onlygeous woman.
loudly proclaim that the Kansai this spirit shows Madam Deng’swith all my being our two coun- invade  other  people’s History repeats itself. Japan
spirit is the model for all SGI greatness. | hope that SGI memtries’ slaughter of each other'slands...but who think nothingis now drifting dangerously to-
members around the globe.  bers getting along in years willpeople.... | call out at the top ofof creating hell on earth,” sheward renewed nationalism.
similarly continue to engagemy lungs to my Japanese brothexclaimed. “That is not patrio- Therefore, authoritarian pow-
themselves in kosen-rufu activ-ers: ‘Stop needlessly sheddingism, it is jingoism.° She de- ers are persecuting us for stand-
ities with a youthful passion andblood! Your enemy is not acrossnounced the Japanese authoring up for pacifism and inter-
sense of purpose. the seain China.” The “enemy” ties’ refusal to tolerate anyonenationalism. Let’s continue the
Seven years ago, in May | also want to charge Kansaiof the Japanese people, awho didn't toe the line. struggle! We must never allow
1990, | visited Madam Deng atmembers with the task of creatingHasegawa correctly perceived, past tragedies to be repeated.
home in Beijing. We had metand constructing a new, 21st cerwas not China but Japanese milFighting for Let us advance joyfully and
many times, but that turned outtury Soka Gakkai that may servetarism itself. She was a mostHumankind’s Future confidently!
to be the last time we spokeas anexample forthe entire worlddiscerning, intelligent woman.
[She passed away in July 1992.] Hasegawa spent her youth Surmounting great difficul- In Good Faith
Madam Deng confided that sheStop the Fighting?’ here in Kansai, attending theties, Hasegawa joined China’s
treasured our exchanges. For NaraWomen's Higher Teachersanti-Japanese forces. On the A prominent Japanese jour-
me, too, they will always remain  When Japan was waging aSchool. She met and fell in loveradio, she tirelessly appealed tmalist, whom | know well, re-
unforgettable memories. war of aggression in China, therevith a young Chinese man, Liuthe Japanese soldiers for justicecently said: “Japan has not yet
In October 1990, a group ofwas a Japanese woman namegen, and they married. This fosHer parents in Japan were persdionestly faced or made amends
schoolchildren visited Madam Teru Hasegawa (1912-47), whdered in her a broad internationatuted and threatened by thoséor its wartime past — espe-
Deng. This “mother of the peo-daringly moved to China andperspective, and when wararound them — some even deeially not in a way that can be
ple” said to her young guests: “Ifought against Japanese militroke out she could clearly rec-manded that they commit suicideregarded as truly sincere or in
want you to surpass us. Outarism alongside the Chinese. ognize that Japan was wrongfor having a traitorous daughtergenuine good faith. China trea-
country’s future depends onthe In every age, women areShe wrote: “Anyone with the Hasegawa not only became the
efforts you make and the newstrong; they are courageous. Théeast amount of decency andarget of the Japanese, but wastLease see DEPENDENT, NEXT PAGE

Entrusting the Future
to Youth




15
WoRLD TRIBUNE * AucusT15, 1997

SPEECH

Civic Hall in Osaka.

In 1956 — the year when a
sures sincerity and good faithGakkai-backed candidate from
above all. If Japan were simplythe Osaka district for the first
to make an effort to address thisime won a House of Coun-
issue in an honest, sincere marcilors seat and the newspaper
ner, then all other issues beheadlines screamed, “The Im-
tween the two could easily bepossible Has Been Achieved”
resolved.” — President Toda lectured in

As long as the Japanesésaka on the Gosho “Letter to
blithely pretend they have comeMisawa.” Through his discus-

DEPENDENT, FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

Latter Day of the Law is ready shonin’s teachings than incurringhearted trust in the valiant

to attain Buddhahood, havingthe envy, hatred and persecutioiansai members.

realized the true meaning of allof devilish forces. This under- Kansai is the force that pro-

the Buddha’s teachings and unscores that the first, second angels our advance steadily to-
derstood the profound teachingthird presidents have been folward the 21st century, toward
of theMaka Shikart?this devil lowing the correct path of mentorkosen-rufu. In this place of

[of the Sixth Heaven] is greatly and disciple. And thisiswhere theyour mission, please raise
surprised. He says to himself:eternal and fundamental path ofnany outstanding capable peo-
“This is most vexing. If | allow the Soka Gakkai is found. ple and build a great organiza-
this person to remainin my do- The strong, resolute spirittion! Please show the world

main, he will not only free him- not to be intimidated or de-that the Kansai spirit is one of

to terms with the war legacy —sion of the Daishonin’s teach-
while failing to take an honestings, he deeply engraved in the
look at the past, for examplemembers’hearts what we today
recognizing certain historical know as the Kansai spirit.

facts and Japan’s role as an ag- “Letter to Misawa” reads:
gressor in the war — there can
be no true friendship between
the two. Japan can pursue talks
with China on trade and com-
merce as it might, but as long as
it avoids or tries to gloss over
these important issues of the
heart, any relationship will be
as shaky as a house of cards.
This is why Soka Gakkai activ-
ities to promote friendship on a
grass-roots level are so impor-
tant.

and death but lead others to endriving force that propels us to-

he will take over my realm and not forget this spirit — the es-
change itinto a pure land. Whatsential point of President
shall | do?” The devil then sum- Toda's lectures.

mons all his underlings fromthe  Here in Kansai, as President
threefold world of desire, form Toda’s disciple, | underwent
and formlessness and tellspersecution at the hands of the
them: “Each of you now go and authorities, just like that de-
harass that votary, according toscribed by the Daishonin. | was
your respective skills. If you thrown in jail. And, with my
should fail to make him aban-comrades in Kansai, | sur-
don his Buddhist practice, thenmounted every obstacle and
enter into the minds of his dis-achieved victory. Kansai called
ciples, patrons and the people oforth the forces of the Devil of
his land and thus try to persuaddhe Sixth Heaven and soundly
or threaten him. If these at-defeated them. Kansai is the
tempts are also unsuccessful, stronghold of our movement, the
myself will go down and enter Castle of Soka that will tower
the mind and body of his sover-eternally.

eign to persecute that votary. | will continue fighting to-
Together, how can we fail to gether with the Kansai members
prevent him from attaining for as long as | live! Together,
Buddhahood?” (MW-3, 252) let's continue our advance!

Even though one may en-
counter a good teacher and the
sutra of the true teaching and
thereby learn the True Law, in-
evitably, at the time when he
resolves to free himself from
the sufferings of birth and
death and attain Buddhahood,
he will encounter the three ob-
stacles and four devils, just as
surely as a shadow follows the
body and rain is accompanied
by clouds. The Major Writings
of Nichiren Daishoninvol. 3,

p. 252)

A poll conducted by China’s
largest youth newspaper, the
ChinaYouth Newsshowed se-
rious concern over glimmer- Just as one cannot graduate
ings of a revival of Japanesefrom school without passing a
militarism. In Japan, a recent test, one cannot become a Bud-
survey of Japanese youth foundha without defeating devilish
that for the first time more thanfunctions. To the extentthatwe This world is the domain of Nurture Outstanding
half the respondents felt thatstruggle against and defeathe Devil of the Sixth Heaven, Individuals — Build a
China could not be trusted.such obstacles, we approackvho can be compared to a feuGreat Organization!
Taken together, this data sug-Buddhahood. dallord. It distresses him greatly
gests growing mutual mistrust. Of the three obstacles ando see his realm turned into a Youth division representa-
four devils, the most difficult to Buddha land and all his retain-tives, heirs to our movement’s
overcome is Devil of the Sixth ers and tenants abandon himfuture, are gathered here today.
Heaven, and his machinationsThis is what he fears most. | would like the Kansai youth

It's the first time in quite a By defeating this devil — in  Paralleling the above Goshadivision to press forward joy-
while that we've held a Head-other words, by triumphing in passage, there have been a nurfully, unflaggingly, to forge a
quarters Leaders Meeting here¢he battle against the devilish naber of instances when devilishnetwork of youth — friends who
at the Kansai Toda Memorialture of authority, we can attainforces have tried to seize conshare our commitment to justice
Hall. Congratulations! And Buddhahood. | wantyou to havetrol of the Soka Gakkai and theand truth — 1 million strong,
thank you for making it such aa clear understanding of thisSGI. However, all such at-andtheeby create a legacy that
bright, lively gathering! point today.

I am reminded of the times
President Toda visited KansaiCreating a Pure Land
Here, as elsewhere around thEntails Obstruction
country, he spoke at members
gatherings, giving guidance

Defeating Obstacles

been firmly resolved never tonals of world history.

the Devil of the Sixth Heaven.ing touches on this century is
And this is why the attacksnow at hand. This will begin
In the Gosho, the Daishoninupon us continue. from Kansai. And Kansai also
based on the Gosho. He also le@xplains as follows: In light of the Gosho, there iswill lead the way as we make
tured on Nichiren Daishonin’s surely no greater proof that one iur departure into the 21st
Buddhism at the Nakanoshima When a common mortal of the correctly practicing Nichiren Dai- century. | place my whole-

lightenment as well. Moreover, ward Buddhahood. We mustsoon!

tempts have failed — | havewill shine brilliantly in the an- 10.
11.

let that happen. This incenses The time to put the finish- 12.

self from the sufferings of birth ceived by those in power is thendomitable struggle!

Thank you! See you again
W]

1. Translated from Chinesghou
Enlai Xuaniji (Selected Writ-
ings of Zhou Enlai) (Beijing:
Foreign Languages Press,
1984), vol. 2, p. 54.

Three powerful enemies: three
groups of people who perse-
cute the votaries of the Lotus
Sutra in the evil age after
Shakyamuni's passing. They
are: 1) lay people ignorant of
Buddhism; 2) arrogant and
cunning priests; and 3) false
saints in league with corrupt
secular authorities.

2.

3. From her editorial carried in the

first issue ofChina Women'’s
Journal, published in 1907.

4. Translated from Chinese. Jin

Feng,Deng Yingchao Zhuan
(Biography of Deng Yingchao),
ed. Wang Naizhuang (Beijing:
People’s Publishing House,
1993), p. 971.

Zhou Enlai Xuanjip. 414.
Deng Yingchao Zhuamp. 971.
Quotes here and below are from
Ichiro Takasugi,Chugoku no
Midori no Hoshi: Hasegawa
Teru Hansen no ShogéBreen
Star of China: Teru Hasegawa’s
Antiwar Struggle) (Tokyo:
Asahi Shimbunsha, 1980), pp.
89-92.

8. Teru HasegawaArashi no
Naka no SasayakWhisperin
a Storm) trans. Ichiro Taka-
sugi (Tokyo: Shinhyoron,
1980), p. 153.

Ibid., pp. 154-55.

Ibid., p. 155.

Ibid., p. 157.

Here, “the true meaning of all
the Buddha'’s teachings” and
“the profound teaching of the
Maka Shikahrefer to the faith
and practice of Nam-myoho-
renge-kyo of the Three Great
Secret Laws.

9.

Long History of Abuse Changed Through Practice
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my early life and the pain | en-

I've found peace regardinganniversary on Dec. 5, 2001. with all of them. | envied them sibilities and helping members
One of my deepest desiresvhen | was young, thinking theypractice, which has filled me

warding opportunity to help oth- dured. My parents and | now un-before my parents die is to crewere smarter and stronger anavith a purpose and a mission.
ers find work and succeed inderstand each other as we growate family unity and harmony on top of the world. But | know Without the SGIl and all the lead-
their chosen professions. Barcloser day by day, weeding outwith my brothers and sisters.| have gained strength throughers who stuck by my side with
bara Reed Workman, an authothe hurt in our lives and replac-They do not speak, and insteadNam-myoho-renge-kyo, and Itheir warm encouragement, |

| met last year, is working with ing it with love. My dad, who is throw blame, jealousy, greedwant to help them find peace as
me to write my life story. | sin- suffering from cancer, has foundstupidity and anger at one anwell.
cerely hope my experiences willnew hope from my life, and weother — it hangs like a dark
give hope to other young womenrare working together to renewcloud over them. It also affectsfor being my mentor. My life has
and help them reach theirhis strength so he and my mothetheir children. I'm the only one come full circle in this human |
dreams in life. can celebrate their 65th weddingvho has open communicationrevolution by taking on respon-|

urely would not be here today.

| am honored and proud to be an
| thank SGI President Ikedal8-year member of the SGI.

Throughitall  have endured.
am not only a survivor in life,
am a winner! W]
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WiLLiaAM BRENNAN (1906-1997)
magine a political appointment
that spanned eight presidents
— from Dwight Eisenhower to
George Bush. A time that took
America fromLeave It To Beaver
to Beavis and Buttheadzrom
strikes in the South through the _ KRT PHOTOS
Cuban missile crisis and political{&
penalty and civil rights.
That was the life of retired
Brennan Jr., who died July 20 a )
the age of 91. He managed
through the most difficult of po- A
litical and legal controversies to ’
both sides in an argument —
man who was known as much fo
his big heart and ability to forge
consensus as for his tireless wor|
and penetrating intellect.
pointed out that Brennan left be
hind a legacy of 1,360 written
ject known to us.”
“We will either have to ac-
year after year, subject after sub
ject of national law,” said Souter,
by President Bush in 1990 whe "—-
Brennan’s health was failing.
heritance of his thinking or we
will have to face it squarely and
Born on April 25, 1906, in
Newark, N.J., Brennan was thd
grant and labor leader. Whe
President Eisenhower selecte
1956, Brennan already had
made a name for himself on thg
leading reformer of the state
courts and outspoken critic of]
hunt against communists ang
communist sympathizers.
vorite references in legal opin-
ions was to “human dignity.” It
stitution exists to protect the
rights of individuals. He saw the
great principles that adapt to thq
needs of the time.
Rights inspired millions of Amer-
icans and countless young la
President Bill Clinton said. “The
force of his ideas, the strength o
have safeguarded freedom an#lormer U.S. Supreme Court Justice William Brennan, 91, died July 24 in Washington, D.C., after a long illness. Brennan, who retired in 1990, was appointed
widened the circle of equality for in 1956 by President Eisenhower. During more than 30 years on the Supreme Court, he wrote a number of its landmark rulings, including those on school
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segregated schools and bus I
battles over abortion, the deat
Supreme Court Justice William J
remain a person respected b

During the memorial service
at St. Matthew’s Cathedral in
Washington, D.C., Supreme
Court Justice David Souter . .
opinions “on about every sub-
cept his direction or grapple, -a-- “’*“*‘*; s
who was appointed to the courf R
“We will either accept the in-
make a good challenge.”
son of an Irish Catholic immi-
him for the Supreme Court in
New Jersey Supreme Court as
Sen. Joseph McCarthy’s witch

One of Justice Brennan'’s fa
reflected his belief that the Con
Constitution as a living body of

“His devotion to the Bill of
students, including myself,”
his leadership and his characte
every single one of us.” [ desegregation and affirmative action. Brennan is considered to be the primary architect of individual rights in law throughout the 1960s.



