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Vicki Sheppard, who volunteers on the Board of Directors for the Germantown, Pa., Boys and Girls Club, spends some time with Dontia Sellers.

IN THE COMMUNITY

Members Put Volunteerism Into Action

By DAVE SHADOVITZ

PHILADELPHIA BUREAU CHIEF

Buddhism teaches that no

Colin Powell gathered in front of solved when there is a one-oning daimoku. Every day, mem-
Independence Hall in Philadel-one connection, community bybers diligently exert themselves
phia, where the Declaration of In-community, neighborhood by to help others by visiting fellow
dependence was adopted. Themeighborhood, street by streetmembers, chanting daimoku with

human being can exist in a statén late April they signed “Amer- home by home, with every childthem, sharing experiences and

of total isolation; instead we ica’s Promise to Youth,” a docu-in America.”
congregate and live by ment committing resources to
supporting and helping one
another.

—The New Human
Revolution,vol. 1, p. 154

Presidents’ Summit for Amer- General Director Zaitsu for 1997,

participating in other SGI-USA

In many respects, this themeactivities. Such volunteerism af-

helping 2 million young people. and others expressed at the sunfiects society on the most funda-
The signing was part of themit echoed challenges set bymental and profound levels.

But for certain members, the

ica’s Future, a three-day eventncluding forthe SGI-USA to be- spirit of volunteerism doesn’t

that encouraged Americans tacome an organization rooted instop there. In some cases, they

t was a chilly, overcast day asvolunteer their time to assist atthe community.
President Bill Clinton, former risk youngsters. Mr. Clinton told
presidents Gerald Ford andhose attending thatthe problemseerism is as much a part of their
George Bush and retired Genfacing young people “can only belives as doing gongyo and chant-

may volunteer double-digit hours
For those in the SGI, volun-each week assisting children in

PLEASE SEE VOLUNTEERS, 4

he fifth volume ofThe New Shin’ichi Yamamoto (the name

Human RevolutioDaisaku of Mr. Ikeda’s character), to so-
lkeda’s novelized history of thelidify the structure of the orga-
movement for kosen-rufu nization for kosen-rufu in Eu-
throughout the world, has justrope as well as in Japan.
been published in English by the  Among the many valuable in-
SGI-USA. sights the reader can find is this

Volume 5 comprises four passage from the “Joy” chapter,

chapters: “Trailblazing,” “Joy,” where Shin’ichi responds to
“Victory” and “Lion,” which questions about how to carry out
have been serialized in thekosen-rufu in Europe among a
World Tribune.Volume 5 re- society steeped in a Judeo-
counts the continuing efforts of Christian tradition:
the newly inaugurated third
president of the Soka Gakkai,

“The most important thing,”

‘New Human Revolution’ Vol. 5 Just Published

Shin’ichi replied, “is to initiate
dialogue. Refusing to talk with
other religions because they do
not share our beliefs is cow-
ardice. Though their religious
beliefs and tenets may be differ-
ent from ours, if they are gen-
uinely committed to religion,
they will desire world peace and
be thinking seriously about the
happiness of humanity. That
spirit has much in common with
Buddhism. Our task is to bring

pLEASE SEE NEW BOOK; 6
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Yol Expressions

What does being a Buddhist mom

mean to you?
Members from Atlanta Joint Territory respond:
Togetherness Photo by ROB HENDRY
[Being a Buddhist mom] is a bitter-sweet experience. Although ‘ - ,,f
your children may not necessarily follow your dreams and your .i

wishes, itis important to see the world through their eyes. Rais
ing children has taught me what kind of person | need to be and
has built a tremendous amount of character in my life. It's like
looking in a mirror.

— MARIA BAYS, Atlanta

[Being a Buddhist mom] means looking
in the heart of my child, helping her ber
come all that she can become. It means
chanting daimoku, keeping the family balr
anced and continually developing myself.

— DAMITA STEVENS, Atlanta

[Being a Buddhist mom] means being
dedicated to my human revolution, fo
myself and for my daughter. | want tg
show her, through my actions, how to live
humanistically.

— STORMI EPPS, Atlanta

Being a mom in general means teaching by
example. Allowing my child to see the
power of the Gohonzon through me, my
life, and smiling and laughing with him
every day is what being a Buddhist mom
is all about.

— DEBORAH HARRIS, Atlanta

It means to always reflect, on our lives, on our actions, It
means to see my children as individuals. It means not hurt
ing their hearts. It means fortune.

— VICKI WUJCIK, Atlanta

[Being a Buddhist mom] means listening to them even when
| disagree. | always chant for their protection.
— DEBORAH HILL, Atlanta

Father and daughter enjoy a recent Boys and Girls Group event in Washington, D.C.,

The amount of daimoku | chant definitely makes a difference Joint Territory. A conference May 15-18 at the Florida Nature and Culture Center
in my child’s behavior. brought together Boys and Girls Group coordinators from around the country to share
— JESSICA LEIBOWITZ, Atlanta ideas and experiences and to discuss plans to improve activities.

“[Being a Buddhist Mom] is the hardest and most rewarding

job in the world. I'm glad that | am able to practice this Bud-

dhism. | want my children to have hope, pride and confidence

and consideration for others. My dream for my children is for llS'orId aﬁ‘ihune Execuiie isher . Fred 1. Zaitsu
them to be happy and appreciate life.”
— JANICE BROWN, Atlanta _ (ISSN-0049-8165) Managing Editor ~ Dave McNeill
The World Tribune (692-720) is published week- Assistant Managing Editor Lisa Carter Kirk
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To Celebrate Mother’s Day

MAILBOX

Tapping the Talent

| was reading the latest issue of iNerld Tribuneg(May 9)
yesterday evening. The editorial (“You Can Give a Go
Lecture”) interested me. Within the last few months a heg
quarters leader and | had a discussion about Gosho lectu
We are both concerned about the inconsistent quality of |
tures within our local organization. He is particularly cor
cerned that the headquarters leaders are already so @
burdened by their administrative responsibilities that th
have insufficient time and energy to prepare adequately
the lectures that they give. | am particularly concerned t
the capabilities of many members are underutilized.

Our discussion came to an impasse because he infor
me that the direction from the national organization is th
only joint territory leaders should give Gosho lectures. He s
that in our local Boston organization, the joint territory lea
ers had requested that territory and headquarters leader
sist them with this responsibility. | suggested to him that p
haps the local joint territory had too narrowly interpreted t
national headquarters’ direction regarding Gosho lectur
and that he might want to contact the Organization Depz
ment for clarification. I'm not sure whether he did or not, b
the editorial seems to suggest that those in other-than se
leadership roles could be given an opportunity to lecture.

There is a plethora of articulate and intelligent membe
in our area who do not necessarily have a senior leader
assignment or a leadership assignment at all. Many of th
members are advanced-level Study Department memb
with strong seeking minds, pure faith and rich experienc
Many of them are currently in or recently transitioned fro
the youth division. | believe the membership would grea
benefit from hearing their voices and perspectives. | vote
give these members opportunities to develop and share
tures with the membership.

— CLAUDINE MUSSUTO, Somerville, Mass.

Editor’s Note: According to the Study Department, there
no nationwide guideline concerning who can be a lectur
It's up to each joint territory to come up with the best stu
plan for that area and tap the talent in the membership
find the best lecturers.

Tackling Divorce

The editorial “Moving Ahead After Divorce” (March 21
World Tribung was very well done. For all the reason®fld
Tribung printed the article, | commend you on tackling a mo
difficult subject with common sense and courage.

The fact that the Mailbox included a rather interesting pe
spective related to the same subject gave the piece even
relevance.

— LLOYD FISCHEL, Santa Monica, Calif.

Letters printed here do not necessarily reflect the opinions
the SGI-USA or the/orld Tribune.

In the “Mailbox,” we will publish members’ comments
suggestions and questions as they pertain tW\tbed Tri-
bune.Because of volume, not all letters can be printed, b
they are all read. All letters are subject to condensation.

Please include signature, mailing address and tel
phone number. Pseudonyms and initials will not be us
Send letters to “Mailbox,” World Tribune, 525 Wilshire
Boulevard, Santa Monica, CA 90401; or America Onlin
(SokaNews@aol.com).

Without Her

Day Call has become a way tdcal characteristics like hair and
check in with each other andeye color.
how we are feeling. It is com- Several women who have

bd forting and reassuring to knowbeen motherless daughters for a

d- By ROSALYE A. SETTLES that someone else understandshile tell me that living through
res WASHINGTON, D.C. what it means to be without yourand beyond Mother's Day gets
ec- mother on that special day. | careasier as time goes by. The pain

From the tiniest kindergartencry via fiber optics, if | need to. never disappears, they say — liv-
vel- student to the chief execu-The Mother's Day Call is a gift ing with the void just becomes
ey tive officer of a major corpora- that Cathy and | exchange.  easier. You move forward, take
fortion, Mother's Day isthetimeto  After our call, Cathy and | risks and console yourself when
natacknowledge the woman whoséegin our journey through theyou stumble. | am confident that
unlimited and unselfish actsday. In a sense, we are smalnany future Mother’s Day
mechade life’s trials more bearablechildren again, learning to mornings will find Cathy and me
atand life’s triumphs much waking up without feeling bat-
aidsweeter. It is a pleasant holiday tered in body and spirit.
d- that is, until your mother dies, This year my first Mother’s
s aagnd you become a mere observe Day Call was to my friend Pam,
er-in the annual celebration of whose mother died just last De-
he motherhood. cember (your first Mother’s
es, Forseveralfriends and | who Day without your mother is the
art-have lost our mothers, Mother’s toughest). | left her a message
ut Day is a bittersweet time when on her machine, but the real
niare must survive an onslaught of message was unstated: | care,
emotions that can leave us feel and you're not alone. Someone
2rsing alone and overwhelmed. Al- else knows how it feels to be
shithough we are always aware o without Mom on Mother’s
eseur mothers’ absences, on the Day. She called to thank me the
ersecond Sunday in May we are next day.
es.painfully reminded all day long May 11, 1997, marked my
m that we are no longer “Mama’s seventh Mothers’ Day without
ly baby,” but motherless daughterswalk, except this time we mustmy mother. Each day, and es-
toThere are no decision to makanaster new skills without our pecially on Mother’s Day, the
lecabout which gift to buy or which mothers to catch us. silent prayer for the deceased
card would be just right. There | was fortunate enough toreminds mehat the parent-child
is nooneto call onthe telephoneeach adulthood before mybond is never severed. Idmue
and no one to visit and simplymother died. | can only imagineto chant for my mother’'s happi-
is say, “Thanks for all you've how painful it must be for daugh-ness, secure in the knowledge that
er. done.” ters denied the opportunity tomy daimoku is elevating her life-
y  With hope and courage inknow their mothers. | becamecondition. Through my practice |
toour hearts, we endeavor to reacutely aware of this when | mar-have turned my grief into appre-
main composed as the worldied awidower with three daugh-ciation. | realize that | was fortu-
screams at us to remember gers, the youngest of whom wasate to have known my mother
woman whom we can neverless than 2 years old when hisintil | was 30. Since her passing,
forget. We hold our heads highwife died. She has no memory of courageouslytry to live in a
and our shoulders back and trjher mother’s voice or the warmthway that would make her
to be the strong and matureof being cuddled by the persorproud to call me her daughter.
women our mothers envisionecher sisters knew as Mom. As Monday morning dawned,
st we would be. | imagine not knowing the Cathy, Pam and | awoke and
For the past few years, mywoman who nurtured you earlywalked out into the world with a
or-friend Cathy and | have calledin life leaves you with a knot in purposeful stride toward our des-
moeach other on Mother’s Dayyour heart. Other people haveinies, a little prouder and a little
morning. | don’t know how this to answer simple questionsstronger. We know our mothers,
ritual started, but it's one thatabout your mother’s favorite Helen Boston, Sylvia Perkins
we have maintained since oufoods, or whether the two ofand Effie Robinson, would not

I courageously try
to live in a way
that would make
her proud to call
me her daughter.
|

mothers passed. Our Mother’'syou shared things beyond physhave it any other way. i
of
ink?
- What Do You Think
ut Please write to us and let us know your thoughts on the World Tribune.
What articles do you like or dislike? Which types would you like to see more of, less of?

e- Do you have ideas to make the paper better? Do you have questions you'd like answered?
ad Would you like to get involved in your local area? We welcome all letters at:

Mailbox, World Tribune, 525 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica, CA 90401.
e

Contact us via the Internet . . . SGI-USA Web Page: hitp://www.sgi-usa.org

E-mail to Editorial: SokaNews@aol.com or Subscriptions: SGI SUBS@aol.com
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VOLUNTEERS, From PAGE 1

school. In other cases, they ma;
work side-by-side with children
in the community or lend a help-
ing hand to seniors.

Yet while these volunteers i
may differ in what they do, they
share at least one thing — a bg
lief that they get as much out of
their efforts as those on the re
ceiving end.

A Win-Win Situation

“There’s a long tradition of §
seeing volunteering as a form o
charity, based on altruism ang
selflessness,” explains Susan
Ellis, president of the nonprofit
organization Energize Inc., anin
ternational training and consult-
ing firm specializing in volun-
teerism based in Philadelphia
“The best volunteering does in
volve the desire to serve others
but this does not exclude othe
motivations as well.... Instead of]
considering volunteering as
something you do for people whg
are not as fortunate as yoursel
begin to think of it as an
exchange.”

Miki Yoshida, a member in
Westminster, Calif., has appar«
ently found that to be the casefg
“Volunteerism is about caring for g
other people,” she says. “By vol-
unteering your time, you expancg
your horizon.”

Ms. Yoshida has spent timeje®
during the past year working with s
seniors at Leisure World, a se
nior citizen community based inf
Laguna Niguel, Calif. “They
enjoy the time | spend with
them,” she reports, “and | getaloi
out of it, too.”

She notes that the volunteel ¥ - -
work she does never fails to en i
courage her. “Much like doing a (Above) Miki Yoshida, here with her friend Esperanza Hollis, volunteers at Leisure World in Laguna Nigel, Calif. Ms.
home visit, | always leave with aYoshida says after volunteering she always feels a sense of fulfillment. (Below) Irma Gorham, who spends about 10
feeling of fulfillment,” says the hours per week volunteering in various capacities, speaks at a Women's History Month function.
young women'’s division head-
quarters leader.

Roughly 3,000 miles away in
Clifton, N.J., Irma Gorham de-
votes more than 10 hours a wee
to volunteering, much of it in .
nearby Patterson. “If | don’'t have|
a [Buddhist] activity,” she says,
“I'm doing some form of volun-
teer work.”

For Women'’s History Month,
Ms. Gorham — noticing Patter-
sonwasn'tdoing anything related
to the event — helped organizq
food assistance and job training
for 125 homeless women. Othe
SGI-USA members patrticipated
in the effort as well.

In addition, Ms. Gorham re-
cently spent time helping young
people understand the impor
tance of voting. Along with two
other SGI members, she wen[is
door to door in the Patterson are| §
to talk with young people be-

Photo by KEVIN LYDEN

tween the ages of 18 and 23 about
the importance of registering to
vote and voting.

Ms. Gorham, who works for
the New York City Housing Au-
thority and has been doing vol-
unteer work for more than 10
years now, hopes that the Presi-
dents’ Summit encourages more
people to volunteer their time.
She feels that Americans are be-
coming more open to the idea.

“People started to think that
they would have to be paid to
volunteer their time in the late
1980s,” she recalls, “that they
have specific skills so they
should be paid for it. But now |
get a sense that there’s more of
an attitude that we're all in this
together.”

Ms. Gorham says she encour-
ages other members who have
extra time to participate as well.
“I'told them that this is your com-
munity, too,” she says. Some peo-
ple, she notes, have been hesitant
to join in because they feel that
they may lack strong communi-
cation skills, but “I explain to
them that volunteering isn’t nec-
essarily high profile. You can fold
and stuff envelopes. You can
make calls.”

Striking the
Right Balance

Not surprisingly, one of the
biggest challenges for anyone in-
terested in volunteering is strik-
ing the right balance between
volunteer work and other activi-
ties.

Vicki Sheppard of Philadel-
phia, who has been volunteering
her time in some capacity for the
past eight years, admits that that's
sometimes easier said than done.
“I'think there are some things that
are simply worthwhile doing, or
| push myself past my own limi-
tations,” says Ms. Sheppard, who
besides being awomen’s division
district chief recently joined the
board of directors for the Boys
and Girls Club in the area. “I say
to myself, ‘If | attend this meet-
ing, I'll be able to get some in-
formation that might help the
kids. So even if I'm tired, I'll
push myself to do it — and I'm
always glad | did.”

Ms. Sheppard notes that her
Buddhist practice was the key to
her efforts. “Because of the brick
walls you keep running into, a lot
of people simply give up,” she
says. “It's frustrating to see chil-
dren not getting the care they need
and to see progress come slowly.
But my practice has taught me to
look at things for the long haul.
You have to keep making causes.”

Atthe same time, she adds, her
practice has allowed her to be-

PLEASE SEE VOLUNTEERS, NEXT PAGE
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Vicki Sheppard (center) hopes the Presidents’ Summit will get the word out about the importance of volunteerism.

VOLUNTEERS, FROM PREVIOUS PAGE She says she specificallyto take the bar exam. “l enjoy giv-
chooses activities she can includéng to others what's been given tg
come more compassionate as her children in. “Sometimes | me,” says Mercherson, who re
person. might have to arrange for baby-ports she took the bar twice ber
Because Ms. Sheppard livesitting, but usually my children go fore passing. “I find great satis-
in Philadelphia, where the Presi-along with me to all my activities,” faction in taking the time to help
dents’ Summit was held, she hadVs. Delmar says. “I feel it is im- someone anticipate what migh
the opportunity to participate in portant for me to teach them aboube on the exam.”
the event. She hopes that the suntihe importance of getting involved Ms. Mercherson adds that
mit will help get the word out with the community, and | do soshe’s been able to transfer a lot of
about the importance of volun-by taking them with me.” what she’s learned about nourt
teerism, especially as it relatesto She points out that the veryishing one-on-one relationships
young people. first Boys and Girls Group activ- in her SGI activities to the volun-
“We have to talk about it ity she helped coordinate was deer work she now does. “I've
more,” she says. “It's good to seebeach clean-up. Since then, sewseen able to make a connectioh
the president and movie stargral such clean-ups have takewith these individuals so | can
talking about it. But there has toplace, with one more planned forgive them the confidence to help
be more exposure in the mediahis June. them advance,” she says.
and television, because that's “Ifeelthatevery personhasto She believes the subject of vol
what people respond to.” feelitin their own heart to get off unteerism should come up more
the couch and do something,in school, suggesting it needs to

Links to Daily Life she says. “But a person shouldbe incorporated in the social stud

Finding the Right
Opportunity

K, you want to something you wish you had
volunteer in addi- the opportunity to learn?
tion to your SGI- — What don't | want to
USA activities. do as avolunteerat's OK to
But how do you find the op- identify certain things you
portunity that's right for you? want to avoid as a volunteer.
Susan J. Ellis of EnergizeThe happier you are about
Inc. says the key to finding whatyou will be doing, the bet-
the volunteering opportunity ter you will be as a volunteer.
that best matches your needs — Do | wantan ongoing,
is to first ask the right ques-regularly scheduled assign-
tions, including: ment, or a short-term as-
— What causes or issues signment, or a one-time as-
matter the most to me?Do  signment? Some volunteer
you know what organizations assignments do require a lot
address these issues in youof time. But others can be ac+
community? Do you think complished in a short time.
they are doing a good job andVlore and more organizations
deserve your support? Haveare designing volunteer work
you, in fact, already giventhat can be done in the
them a financial donation? evenings and on weekends,
— Do | want to volun- and in short bursts of inten-
teer for something that uses sive time.
the skills I apply in my pay- — Am | willing to par-
ing work or do | wantto do ticipate in a training course
something completely dif- ordo | wantto start my vol-
ferent? What types of things unteer work immediately?
are you good at? These canbe — How do | find infor-
professional skills or even mation about volunteer op-
hobbies and recreational talportunities? See if your
ents. Almost every type of community has a “volunteer
skill is needed somewhere.center,” “voluntary action
The better you are at ex-center” or “volunteer bu-
plaining exactly what you reau” (try the phone direc-
can offer, the easier it will be tory) that is a clearinghouse
to find the right type of vol- forinformation about volun-
unteer work for you. teer opportunities. If you
— What would | most can’t find an organization
like to learn by volunteer- that does the work you want
ing? As avolunteer, you havemost to do as a volunteer
the freedom to experimentmaybe you should found a
with new activities. Is there new agency.

n't feel obligated; a personies program. “It's important for

While it's certainly not essen- should feel joyful doing some- building character,” she says.
tial, these volunteers say, it helpshing for others.” In general, suggests consul
to have your volunteer work tied  Likewise, Denise Merchersontant David C. Forward, volun-
in some way to other aspects 0bf Chicago believes that havingteers share certain attributes
your life. In the case of Linda Del- some overlap with what one doed\fter interviewing employee
mar of Southern California, whofor a living can be helpful. Ms. volunteers from around the coun
enjoys writing, much of her vol- Mercherson, a lawyer with thetry for his bookHeroes After
unteer work involves children andChicago Board of Education, isHours, he said he found thes¢g
arts. involved with Imagine Chicago, four often crop up: they are in-

Ms. Delmar has participatedwhich describes itself as “a boldcredibly busy people, even be
in a group called Volunteers inexperiment that invites youth,fore their volunteerism involve-
Public Schools since 1987 anccommunity leaders, and ordinaryment; they are results oriented
has participated in a Creativecitizens to engage in a structuredhey have the ability to motivate
Writing Workshop sponsored bydialogue on their own dreams anabthers; and they take enormouj
the Public Corp. for the Arts sincethe city’s future, and then becomepersonal satisfaction from the ac
1996. For the latter, she has appart of a positive movement to-of serving others.
plied her skills as a short storyward progress.” But the author also added thal
writer to read her works at area One of Imagine Chicago’s one other theme emerged fron
Latino events. Her stories talkprojects is to create more inter-his interviews as well: “That one
about growing up in the barrio. generational sharing in theperson can make a difference.

“I love meeting people,” Ms. Chicago school system, a projecFor those members volunteering
Delmar says. “In fact, | thrive on the SGI-USAs Culture Depart- their time and energy to help oth
it. | love the sharing of ideas, andment has been involved in. ers in their communities, it's the
many of the ideas [I hear in my Personally, Ms. Merchersondifference that makes it worth the
volunteer work] | bring back to has devoted time to tutoringwhile. WT]

Do You Volunteer in
Your Community?

In addition to work, family and SGI-USA activi-
ties, do you find other ways to contribute to your
community? We’d like to hear your story and
maybe share it with others in our “Profiles” sec-
tion. Write and tell us briefly who you are, how
you volunteer in your community and how your
Buddhist practice helps you. Please include
your address and daytime phone number. You
can reach us at “Profiles,” World Tribune, 525
Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica, CA 90401. Or
e-mail: SokaNews@aol.com.

the SGI organization.” young lawyers who are studying
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SGI President Interviewed for
Documentary on Zhou Enlai
China-Japan Peace and Friend

Shanghai, May 14 ship Treaty — an agreement tha
was finally signed four years
To celebrate the centennial nextater in 1978.
year of the birth of the late, great Lauding the broad overview
Chinese premier, Zhou Enlaiof history and world affairs, the
(1898-1976), Chinese televi-penetrating insight into the
sion is producing a biographicalhuman condition, and the phe
documentary. The program willnomenal grasp of facts and fig{
feature reminiscences and aneaisres possessed by this gentle yet
dotes of those who shared closeon-willed leader who self-
or meaningful ties with Zhou lessly devoted his life to serving| =
Enlai. the people, Mr. Ikeda compared
SGI President Ikeda wasZhou Enlaito alatter-day Chuko|
asked to contribute to the proK’ung-ming, the brilliant and
gram and taped an interview thisheroic prime minister who ap-
afternoon with the producer,pears in theRomance of the
Zhou Erjun, who is related to Three Kingdomsln a world
the late Chinese leader. where all too many leaders pur
On camera, Mr. Ikeda re-sue only their own interests, the i
counted how he met with theSGI president declared, Premie| \
premier in Beijing on the Zhou’s dedication to the peopld
evening of Dec. 5, 1974 — a lit-is truly an exemplary model for
tle more than a year before hideaders everywhere, embodying
death. At a farewell banquet onas he did the bodhisattva spirit ‘
his second China visit, the SGI On March 22, Miles Tarver (1) and Quincy Lewis of Minnesota celebrate as time runs out against UCLA.
leader recollected, he was calle esident Ikeda said that Pre-, ° ° °
aside by the late president of thd mier Zhou showed great I I
China-Japan Friendship Associgenerosity to Japan by declin-NOt ].S Flnal Flnal Four
ation, Liao Changzhi, who un-ing to seek reparations after
expectedly informed him thatWorld War I, believing that the I8 A TH T Miles is the son of Mary would spend their time together
Mr. Zhou was waiting to seeJapanese people were just as CORRESPONDENT Miles, a 24-year SGI-USAmem-before each game chanting
him. They then made their waymuch victims of Japanese mil- Oakland, Calif ber and vice headquarters leadetaimoku.
by car to the hospital where thdtarism as the Chinese and thatintend to come back to the in Miles’hometown of Oakland,  “Seeing my mother sick when
ailing premier was being to seek reparations would onlyFinal Four next year, and when Calif. Miles himself began chant- | was 14 made me feel so helpless

treated. inflict further suffering. For | come back, we're going ing 15 years ago at age 5 becaudeecause | really couldn’t do any-
Despite his illness, the 76-this reason, Mr. Ikeda assertedhome with the whole thing. | he wanted to “feel happy.” thing for her,” Miles said. “Right
year-old premier was up andthe Japanese must never forgaton't think we're going to be At age 10, he began to playnow it feels good to be able to
dressed to greet the young Sokthe profound debt they owecontent with just going to the basketball when his peers presgive her something back emo-
Gakkai president three decadeZhou Enlai and the ChineseFinal Four! sured him to be on their team betionally. Now she’s having real
his junior with a firm hand- people. — Miles Tarver cause of his height. Miles turnedfun with it. It's great. She’s my
shake. The two had regularly Mr. lkeda also said that he out to have a great deal of skill.support system. She’s the No. 1
exchanged messages for 1@njoyed numerous meetings iles Tarver, who is In fact his high school team,woman in my life!”
years through mutual friendswith the premier’s wife, finishing his soph- which starred now Phoenix When the family came
and associates. Madame Deng Yingchao. On omore year at the Suns guard Jason Kidd, went othrough that hurdle, Miles had
Moving on to China’s devel- one occasion, Madame Deng University of Min-  to win the state championshiplearned a great deal and had
opment and the internationalsaid with regret that she and henesota, has recently undergonéwo years in row. much appreciation for his
arena, Mr. Zhou voiced his be-husband had never had theithe opportunity of a lifetime —  Miles then attended Maine mother. “I learned that anything

lief that the last 25 years of thisphoto taken together under thea chance to compete in theCentral Prep Institute before enis possible through hard work
century would be of vital im- two cherry trees in their gardenNCAA Basketball Champi- tering the University of Min- and a strong determination,” he
portance to China and that theat home before one tree with-onship Tournament. nesota to play for Coach of thesaid. “Practicing Buddhism has
countries of the world shouldered and died. Today, at Soka Outof64teams chosento playyear Clem Haskins. Their teamshown me that all goals are
strive to advance henceforth inUniversity, a cherry tree hasin the prestigious tournamentwon the division championship. attainable.”
a spirit of mutual respect andbeen dedicated to Zhou Enlaifrom hundreds of colleges na- “Our team had obstacles all Andwhatabout the future? As
support. He also expressed and another pair of cherry treegionally, the focus comes down toyear long,” Miles said. “The he mentioned, Miles is definitely
strong desire to see an early cordedicated to the Chinese couplé¢he Final Four. The two elimina- biggest one was convincing thedetermined to win in next year's
clusion to negotiations on thegrow beautifully together. i  tion games are sometimes moraation we were a good team andrinal Four, saying that he was
exhilarating and suspenseful tharapable of beating anyone. Perbuoyed by the possibility of win-
the championship game. sonally, | had to overcome myning the NCAA championship
NEW BOOK; FroM PAGE 1 it, | am determined to continue Miles, areserve forward, is themood changes during the seasotthis year. “You strive to be rec-
to record, to the limits of my player many remember dancing would chant to boost my spirits.ognized as the best, but nothing
forth the inherent goodness inability, the diamondlike, gen- with CBS-TV sports announcerDuring the school year, | experi-beats winning it all,” he said.
people’s hearts and, based omine path of mentor and disciple Al McGuire when the Minnesota enced many ups and downs. My Miles, a theater major, would
the concerns we share as humaand depict the grand portrait ofGolden Gophers beat formerchanting helped me lift myself like to play pro basketball. But
beings, work together in our glory created by the preciouschampion UCLA to make it to out of my down times.” whether or not he plays, he says,
own capacities for peace andchildren of the Buddha as theythe Final Four. Atthe biggame on Seven years earlier, Miles’ “My determination for the future
happiness.” have advanced with the dream oMarch 29 against defendingmother overcame a critical battleis to continue to practice Bud-
worldwide kosen-rufu, just aschamp Kentucky, besides hiswith breast cancer using her Buddhism, for it can help to make
Near the conclusion of his in-Nichiren Daishonin taught.”  nine rebounds, Miles will best bedhist practice. She traveled tcevery day pleasant and more en-
troduction to this proposed 30- The New Human Revolution,remembered for his never-give-Puerto Rico, Kansas City, Sarjoyable than the last. And happi-
volume work, Mr. Ikeda sharesvol. 5, will soon be available atup spirit, scoring the last basketAntonio and Indianapolis to sup-ness is my ultimate goal.”
the following thoughts: “I have all SGI-USA bookstores, andfor Minnesota in the last secondsort himin this tournament. Even  Another chance to win the
taken writingThe New Human can be mail-ordered (MO#0605;0f the game when it appeared thahough they sometimes had onlyNCAA championship next year
Revolutioras my life’s work. In  price: $10.00). I some players had given up. a few minutes, Miles and Mary might help a bit, too....  [m
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isuke Akizuki said hin’ichi's audience —
apologetically: “First upright, honest-looking
lunch and now this. I'm ® young men with well-
very sorry.” gw ”man 61}0 ”lzm defined features and
Yusuke Yoshikawa mur- strong, thick eyebrows — all
mured, “When | explained to listened intently.
them how to prepare the noo: By HO GOKU - ILLustraten BY KENICHIRO UCHIDA “Are you a teacher?” one
dles, they said they under- of the youth asked Shin’ichi.
stood....” Volume 6, Chapter 1 “Yes, | suppose you could

Shin’ichi was the first to say I'm a teacher.”

pick up a fork and taste the “What kind of teacher?”
reasure Lan X I
“Ifyou just pretend they're Shin’ichi replied with a
supposed to be eaten this wa smile.
they're quite edible,” he said. Translation of parts 30—34 of the ‘Treasure Land’ chapter, as printed 8etkgo Shimbuyrihe “How many students do
“Admittedly, though, they do Soka Gakkai's daily newspaper. Ho Goku is the pen name of Daisaku lkeda, who appear n theu have?”
seem to be missing some novel as Shin’ichi Yamamoto. The events take place in 1962. “Counting only youth,
thing.” there are more than 600,000.”
Though the group enjoyed Their eyes widened in
a pleasant meal, the youth di- surprise.
vision leaders’ hearts were heavy. he ancient city of Ctesiphon hadcome from Japan, but none of them knew “However, my school doesn’t have a
When they finished eating, Shin’ichi been the capital of the Parthian emwhere that was. school house,” Shin’ichi explained. “All
remarked that he wanted to have rice for pire and later the Persian Sassanid Shin’ichi asked two of the youngerof society and the wide world is where
breakfast again the following morning. empire. boys what they wanted to be when themy students learn.”
The youth leaders later gathered in Shin’ichi and the others took a walkgrew up. They promptly answered, “What is the name of the school?”
Akizuki's room. around the ruins of the palace, thoughiSoldiers!” and mimicked firing a  “It's called the Soka Gakkai. There
“That's twice in one day we've bungledto have been built originally by Shapugun. are no tuition fees or entrance examina-
it,” Yoshikawa moaned. “We can't evenl (241-272) of the Sassanid empire and The older youth told Shin’ichi thattions,” he told them. Turning to the mem-
prepare a meal. Some use we are! | feel s@tensively renovated by a later Saghey made their living by selling cleanbers accompanying him, he said, “These

ashamed.” drinking water and fellows here with me are all my students.”
Hoping to make him feel other goods to the He then introduced each of them.
better, Akizuki told him: “I tourists who came  “I am so happy to have talked with
think that President Ya- to see the ruins. All you,” Shin’ichi said. “You may experi-
mamoto is trying to give us of them hoped for a ence many difficulties and challenges in
opportunities to challenge better life. the course of your lives, but | want to

ourselves and grow, knowing
full well that our capabilities
still leave a lot to be desired.
Actually, I think he's probably
waiting to see how we re-
spond when we do fail at
some task.”

Akira Kuroki nodded in
agreement: “| think so, too.
By suggesting we eat rice
again tomorrow, he is defi-
nitely giving us another

Shin’ichi said: leave you with these parting words: No
“Itis only natural to matter what happens, please never lose
want to live in com- hope or be defeated by your weaknesses.
fort. If we really “I will never forget you, as long as |
want to achieve this, live. Thank you for today. Take good care
then | feel it's es- of yourselves.”
sential we keep The elderly musician, who had been
striving for self-im- listening to this exchange, then addressed
provement, work- Shin’ichi: “What you said was very good.
ing twice as hard as | will play a song for you.” Whereupon
others. he filled the air with a light, graceful

“Let’'s take run- melody.

chance to prove ourselves.” Vo ning a business, for  After thanking the musician for his
“You're right,” Akizuki example. You have sincere gesture, Shin’ichi took out some

said with a determined look. to constantly ask Japanese coins he had in his pocket and

“Well, then, let's make to- yourself questions gave them to the young people as a small

morrow’s breakfast a total success.” sanid king, Khosrow | (531-579), in thelike what kind of products customers arenemento of their meeting. He shook
The next day, Feb. 1, the three roséth century. The structure featured a gseeking, how to secure better product®ands with them all; then he and his com-
before dawn to prepare the rice, praygantic vaulted hall, the Taq Kisra,what kind of services you can offer thapanions resumed their sightseeing.
ing fervently in their hearts for every-known also as “Khosrow’s Arch,” soar-customers would welcome and appreci- This unexpected encounter had proven
thing to go without a hitch. Their ef-ing to 120 feet at its highest point. ate. You have to think long and hard and delightful interlude of heart-to-heart
forts paid off: The rice this time was Nearby an elderly musician, his headbe creative. exchange.
perfect. draped with a long white cloth, was sit- “Look at any country — those who The group next headed for the ruins
They joined Shin’ichi for breakfastinting on the road and playing a rabab, succeed in life are always extremely sesf the ancient city of Babylon on the
his room. square violin-like instrument. rious, studying hard, making incrediblebanks of the Euphrates River. The car
“This rice is fragrant with your sin-  As Shin’ichi Yamamoto stopped toefforts and are never afraid of hard workcontinued south through the vast desert
cerity,” Shin’ichi said. “It's delicious. Re- listen, a number of young men and boys “Iraq has vast, untapped reserves 6f a desert of barren earth rather than
ally great. You did it!” gathered around him. They were albil. Unless the oil is drilled for, it cannotsand. There was nothing as far as the eye
The youth division leaders werefriendly. When Eisuke Akizuki pointed be used. In the same way, we each posauld see. People’s homes were made of
pleased and relieved. his camera in their direction, they allsess a diamond of happinessin our hearteud bricks and blended in with the
“To err is human,” Shin’ichi contin- smiled. that we can only uncover by making conscenery. Only the single road upon
ued. “What matters is how you act when The clothes worn by the youth werdinuous efforts, never giving up or al-which they were traveling cut vividly
you do. We have to use our mistakes afirt-stained, and the children were allowing ourselves to be discouraged. Sucicross the landscape, stretching end-
springboards for growth and ensure thdtarefoot. Though the government hagerseverance will give birth to wisdomlessly in a straight line ahead of them to
we definitely win in the end, never al-undertaken initiatives to close the gapnd ingenuity, enabling us to breakhe horizon.
lowing ourselves to be defeated or dishetween rich and poor through a more e¢iarough any adversity. Rain began to fall. Again and again,
heartened under any circumstance. uitable redistribution of land, as well as “Everything comes down to yourthe car’'s wheels slipped and slid precar-
“This rice is so good. Why don't we other leveling measures, it seemed tha&arnest determination. The harder yoiously on the wet dirt road.
make some rice balls for our guide to eatdrdinary people’s lives were still not easyvork, the greater success you are sure to After traveling about an hour and a
That day Shin’ichi and the youth di-by any means. savor. That's why | sincerely urge you tdhalf, they came to a section of brick wall
vision leaders went to visit the ruins of Asking the guide to interpret for him,work hard and challenge yourselves withext to a grove of date palms. They had
Ctesiphon on the east bank of the TigriShin’ichi engaged the youngsters in corall your might.”
River, southeast of Baghdad. versation. First he explained that he had PLEASE SEE TREASURE LAND, NEXT PAGE
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TREASURE LAND, FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

arrived at the ruins of Babylon.

sure that his queen, Amytis, a native of Shin’ichi Yamamoto nodded. “That's Herein lay the mission of the Soka Gakkai.
Media, a kingdom in the lush, green highright,” he said. “But European explorersand The sun’s timeless brilliance is due to
lands of northwest Iran, would not missrchaeologists came here inthe 19th centuhow it blazes fiercely and brightly at

The rain continued to fall. And no oneher homeland in the stark desert landscap®od on the top of the hills and claimed thavery moment. Similarly, to devote one’s

had brought an umbrella.

of Babylon and its surroundings. Accordthe ruins of an ancient palace were lying utife to one’s mission means to keep the
ing to one source, various fruit trees werderneath them. I'm sure the local peoplpassion in one’s heart blazing fiercely

he group strolled around the ruinglanted on high, layered terraces and watetust have been very skeptical at first. ~ from moment to moment, to continually

of Babylon in the rain.
The ancient city had
been the capital of the
first dynasty of Babylonia that
flourished from the 19th
through early 16th century
B.C.E. This period saw the
reign of King Hammurabi
(1792-50 B.C.E.), best
known for the code of law that
came to bear his name.
After falling under the rule
of the northern Mesopotamiar

P LN " v i e

“However, when take action. The radiance of brilliant hu-
digging actually be- manism produced by such a ceaselessly
gan, the walls and burning spirit will lead the way to a dawn
gates of a palace wereof lasting peace.
uncovered. The exca-
vation continued bit (To be continued)
by bit and the ruins of
Babylon were finally (This concludes “Treasure Land,” chap-
unearthed. This lost ter 1 of volume 6 dfhe New Human Rev-
civilization had atlast olution.)
been awakened from
its long slumber.” ‘Treasure Land’ Chapter

“There’sakind of Discussion Questions:

adventure in uncov-

ering ancient ruins, 1.In parts 24-27 (May 23, 19%¥orld Tri-
don’t you think?” bung, Shin’ichi talks specifically about

L Akira Kuroki re- interfaith issues. What observations does
J N marked, excitement he make about other world religions and
(Chaldean) empire (626-53¢ : in his eyes. their founders? How does he propose that
B.C.E.) thatrose to power dur- ! “Yes, there is cer- religious differences be dealt with?

ing the 7th century B.C.E. The tainly something ex-

empire reached its zenith citing about un- 2.Inparts 12-16 (May 9, 199%/prld Tri-
under the reign of Nebuchadnezzar Hio irrigate them was drawn from the Euearthing past civilizations. But what we irbung, Shin’ichi encourages a Japanese
(605-562 B.C.E.), who conquered Egypphrates by means of a water mill. the Soka Gakkai are trying to achieve nowoman who is unhappy about having to
and twice attacked Judah (Judea). After For all its splendor, the Neo-Babylon-is a much greater adventure. Kosen-ruftelocate to Iran with her husband. Read
Judah’s fall, Nebuchadnezzar deported itan kingdom, too, was later destroyed bis a movement to uncover the jewel of wisthese sections and discuss what they mean
Jewish inhabitants to Babylonia. Thighe Persians in 539 B.C.E. Among thelom and power of goodness lying dormarib you.

exile, during which the Jews were subreasons for its fall were internal disputesvithin people’s lives and thereby create a

jected to cruel forced labor, came to band the treachery of temple high priestiuture civilization where peace and hap3. In parts 1-5 (April 11, 199World Tri-
known as the Babylonian Captivity and isvho, at odds with the king, conspired wittpiness reign. This is an unprecedented ubting, what lessons does the meeting be-
generally considered to have lasted aphe Persians. The king, in other words, hadertaking in human history. Let's devotdween Shin’ichi and Torazo Kawarazaki
proximately 60 years. alienated the people. The people’s heartair limited time here on earth, Mr. Kuroki,teach us regarding the Middle East (or

kingdom of Assyria (and suf-
fering complete destruction ai
the hands of invaders in 68¢
B.C.E.), Babylon was rebuilt
during the Neo-Babylonian

The Tower of Babel of Old Testamentare an invisible force that underlies histo achieving this momentous ideal.” about any other area of the world with
fame, a soaring tower built, as legend hasry. Winning people’s hearts, therefore, The ruins of Babylon were bathed invhich we are unfamiliar)? And what does
it, to launch an assault on heaven — arldads to victory and eternal glory. golden sunlight. Shin’ichi say to encourage Kawarazaki?

which became a symbol of human arro- The ruins were indeed magnificent. The It occurred to Shin’ichi that the sameéWhatimpressions and thoughts do you have
gance and folly — is also thought to havempressive brick ruins and well-orderedsun had continued to shine on Babyloas you consider the guidance Shin’ichi
been located in ancient Babylon. layout of the city allowed the group to enthroughout its periods of prosperity andjives him, and Kawarazakisadion?

At its peak, Babylon was a huge cityision its past splendor. It gave them a powdecline. Compared to the sun’s un-
fortified behind high walls with more erful sense of the inexorable workings ofhanging brilliance, human affairs wer

than 100 entry gates. It was ringed by #he rise and fall of civilizations. often vain and fleeting. .
canal that served as a moat. There were No matter how advanced a civilizal VWhat do you think?
magnificent palaces and temples built of t last the rain stopped and the¢ion may be, unless the people who con Do vou find these study questions
brick and decorated with colorful glazed sun’s dazzling rays streamedprise it reject the barbarity of war, it will h Iy ful? Pl d ¥ 4a ¢ P
tiles. Babylon’s streets were laid outin al through gaps in the clouds. Gazeventually decline. How dark is the his elptu d éase send comments
orderly grid pattern with dwellings ing at the ruins, Yusuke Yoshi-tory of slaughter and changing fortuneg and suggestions fo
arranged in neat rows. kawa said: “| read somewhere that arthis tragic karma of humanity. ‘The New Human Revolution’ Questions

It was also home to one of the Sevecient Mesopotamian ruins such as these But the dawn of the sun of Buddhism World Tribune
Wonders of the World, the hanging garhad been buried under the earth sindbe great law of life, can dispel that dark 525 Wilshire Boulevard
dens of Babylon. Nebuchadnezzar Il isntiquity and that people living in the reness and allow the world to shine througl Santa Monica, CA 90401

reputed to have built these gardens to egion thought the sites were merely hills.but eternity as a golden treasure lan

Now Available in Paperback
The Flower of Chinese Buddhism ..o

by Daisaku Ikeda (Chinese Buddhism

This fascinating book on the spread of Buddhism from India through
China begins where The Living Buddha left off. An illuminating and
well-told account of one of the most interesting chapters of world
religious history.

Price: $ 1395 M/0O: 0329
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Crisis Counselor Counts on Buddhism

Rodiste Dearing relies on her experience and training, as well as the wisdom and optimism she gains from her Buddhist practice

Photo by LUCY ESTEPHANOS

where there has been a death dour counselors on her shift with
suicide to counsel the survivorsrespect.

Recently, a local elementary Gene Pope, who has worked
school principal died suddenlyfor two-and-a-half years on the
and her team went to counsel théotline staff, said that Ms. Dear-
teachers and students, who aihg brings fairness and a non-
were very fond of this principal. judgmental attitude to her job as

“It is most dif- a supervisor.
ficult talking to “She brings a
young children, great deal to the
but the right 1tryto picture,” said Mr.
words seem to communicate to Pope. “She is a

come out,” she N very fair person,
said. them what I've very objective.

Relationships learnedfrom She is not judg-

cause many peo- . mental, and if
ple to suffer, and Buddhism: That there’s some prob-

when it becomes you don’t have to lem, she looks at

By PHIL SIMPSON

ATLANTA BUREAU CHIEF

ople call us the ‘Emo-
ional Swat Team’ be-
cause of the work we do
to save people,” said
Rodiste “Roxie” Dearing. In-
volved in emergency mental
health for the past nine years
she supervises a crisis counse,
ing hotline team in Atlanta.
“People call us for many rea-
sons,” she said. Some are expé
riencing problems with drugs,
others with mental illness or de
pression. Many have serious re|
lationship issues, are ill or eve

are facing old age and death unbearable, Ms. . e both sides.”
Many of the 50-100 calls her Dearing is likely be a victim Of The job of
team receives each day from all to be the one who your counseling others,
over the state are suicidal. gets the call. . Mr. Pope said, re-
She relies on her experiency “I'm working environment, quires patience
and training, as well as the wis v right now with a thatyou can and a broad-

dom and optimism she gaing
from her Buddhist practice. A
1974 graduate of DePaul Uni-
versity in Chicago, she received
her master’s degree in rehabili

15-year-old little ; minded attitude.
girl who is in the Change it around “One thing that

eighth grade,” she and malke it definitely must be
said. “She has workforyou.’ in place is pa-
lost three people tience. You en-
tation services. Two months who were close to EG_G—G—G— ounter quite ava-
later, in August 1974, she joined . her recently. This riety of persons
the SGI-USA. ”~ ' PR . m girl doesn’t know how to deal and attitudes, and you cannot
When Ms. Dearing started o~ M with it, how to grieve for her look upon it as threatening. You
her job with the hotline, she tookOn a emergency mental health hotline, Rodiste Dearing says, ‘You have to  losses, and her mother is totallyhave to look upon it as something
a six-week training course onunderstand that pain is pain no matter how small the problem may appear.  discounting the fact that herthat's reality.”
crisis counseling. She was sur daughter is having suicidal Ms. Dearing puts it this way:
prised to see how close many ofo spring, like in the Gosho.”  help them accept both the goodhoughts due to this.” “You have to understand that
the ideas were to the common She also sees parallels to thand the bad inthemselves, tofeel Ms. Dearing says that shepain is pain no matter what how
sense she already had discovdea of human revolution, thetheir completeness.” chants to have a “Buddha’ssmall that problem may appear
ered in Buddhism and the letterprocess whereby people change The calls to her office in the voice,” to calm and give reas-to you. You can’t minimize a
Nichiren Daishonin wrote to fel- themselves as they practicé-ulton County Department of surance to the girl, and to otherperson’s problem —to themiit's
low believers. Buddhism. Mental Health come from 911,like her who are troubled by huge, and they want to be rid of
“Because the peoplewhocall “When people find them- private therapists, counselingtheir circumstances. “I concen-the pain....
are in crisis, we have to instill selves in trouble, they don’t wantcenters and others. Often, Mstrate on my morninggongyoand “l try to communicate to
hope and faith that things willto see the dark side of themDearing finds herself in a car,daimoku to maintain a high life- them what I've learned from
get better,” she says. “I alwaysselves,” said Ms. Dearing. “Like going out to locate the peoplecondition all day,” she says. “ToBuddhism: That you don’t have
tell people you have to keepwith human revolution, | try to she talks to, or on the phone witthear a stranger say, ‘Thanks,to be a victim of your environ-

going, that the same ground yothelp people understand that theggencies trying to find special-makes my day.” ment, that you can change it
fall on you push yourself up can take responsibility — thatized help for a troubled person. As day supervisor for the 24-around and make it work for
from; that things will get better, we have enough control over ouiShe and her team also travel tour hotline, Ms. Dearing also isyou.” Wi}

and that winter never fails to turnlives to make them better. | try tolocal schools and businessesletermined to treat each of the

Awvailable NOW

‘Life — An Enigma, a Precious Jewel’ in Paperback
by Daisaku lkeda

The Buddhist analysis of the dynamics of life, as Mr. Ikeda explains them, is more detailed and s
than any modern Western analysis that | know of. — Arnold J. Toynbee

First published more than 15 years ago, the SGI president explains in this book the meaning of |
the spirit, and existence after death in a style both passionate and comprehensible.
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APPLYING
NICHIREN
DAISHONIN'S
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100 Million
Eons of Effort

By JEFF FARR

SGI-USA YOUTH DIVISION STUDY COMMITTEE

If you exert a hundred million
eons of effort in a single
moment of life, the three
enlightened properties of the
Buddha will appear within you
at each moment. Gosho
Zenshy p. 790)

n his 1993 Harvard University

lecture, SGI President Ikeda gav
an easy-to-understand explanatia
of this passage. To “exert a hundre
million eons of effort” means to
tackle all our problems with every-
thing we've got, he said. By meet
ing head-on the challenges theg
problems give rise to, not running
away from them, he said that we
bring forth the “three inherent prop-
erties of the Buddha,” i.e., the wis
dom from inside us that can guide
us in the right direction.

| read President Ikeda’s lecture
when | was a student at Soka Un
versity in Japan. At the time, the
problems my wife and | faced
seemed overwhelming. They
weren't challenges; they were jus
burdens. We had health problems,
nancial problems, family problems

work problems, school problems —

and it was really cold there. | kep
thinking | wanted to go back to
America, butwhen I read this lecturg
| changed my mind. | imagined my-
self running a hundred million miles
per hour into the cold wind of our
problems — not away from them.
This passage kept echoinginm
mind during my year in Japan. And
eventually it happened: | started lik
ing my problems. Not in the sens
of wanting to hang on to them bu
in the sense of seeing them as cha
lenges. In the end, every one of th
problems transformed itself into @
benefit | couldn’t have imagined.
Recently at a student division
meeting in Japan, President Iked
shared how he engraved this passa
in his heart when he was young. H
encouraged the student divisio
members to also live by this passag
Since being a student means facin
a lot of problems all at once, it cer
tainly seems appropriate. And sinc|
we're all students of life, | think this
is a passage we can all live by.
Come on problems, I'm waiting.
I'm ready to “exert a hundred mil-
lion eons of effort” again. W}
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QuUESsTIONS AND ANSWERS ON FAITH

Meaning of the Offerings

By TED MORINO

SGI-USA STUDY DEPARTMENT CHIEF

of Nichiren Daishoninyol. 1, p. 4). water is offered to the Gohonzon from
However, it is also important to un-this point of view, showing our regard for
derstand that offerings such as incense thre life of the true Buddha.
Why do we offer water, ever- evergreen are formalities based on tradi- Evergreen, incense and candles also
greens, candles and incense totion, not doctrine. As Nichiren Daishoninhave traditionally been used as regular of-
the Gohonzon or hitabelldur- states in many writings, ultimately, ourferings to the Gohonzon. Evergreen,
ing gongyo? faith in the Gohonzon — or our sinceritywhich remains fresh and vibrant through-
and determination in the practice of faitout winter, indicates the pure and endur-
One way the human spirit ex-—is whatreally counts. This kind of sin-ing life of the eternal Law and the
presses itself is by the way we incere faith is expressed through our besupreme life of Buddhahood. Incense is
teract with our surroundings. Ashavior, including the act of making of-burned to dignify and purify the imme-
teenagers, we often declare our identitfierings. Maintaining traditional offerings diate area around the Gohonzon with a
through our clothes, and express an affiie the Gohonzon is an eloquent statemepleasant fragrance. Candles were com-
ity for our peers by the way we walk andbf our desire to manifest the universaionly offered to light the Gohonzon
talk. Over the years, each of us tends toaw within our daily lives. area, while the bell creates an offering of
develop a distinctive style that reflects This is because when we care for theeautiful sound.
our personal values and sense of beingltar and make offerings to the Gohon- The time and effort to maintain this
This sense of ourselves is reflectedon, we are praising the life of Nichirerenvironment are our offerings to the Go-
even in our smallest actions, such as tHgaishonin and the Gohonzon. Since thisonzon. They are expressions of respect
gentle way a parent pulls a child closesame Buddha nature exists within us, wand appreciation. Since we offer them
on a windy day or how someone putare also acknowledging the unlimited poeut of our seeking mind toward the Go-
aside personal needs to help a colleaguential and source of boundless joy withifonzon and Nichiren Daishonin, the of-
While this behavior might seem in-our lives. ferings also reflect our Buddha nature.
significant, these actions define who we Each of the traditional offerings ex- Inan essay describing a story from the
are. presses a different aspect of this joy. F@uddhist scripture called “The Poor
The offerings associated with the Budexample, India, the birthplace of BudWoman'’s Lamp,” President Ikeda writes:
dhist altar likewise express our sinceritylhism, is a hot, dry country with limited“It is not the material worth of an offer-
and commitment to developing the infiwater. It took considerable effort to drawing but the spirit behind it that counts....
nite potential within us. Nichiren Dai- water from a stream or river and carry iA mind which attaches importance even
shonin writes: “Whether you chant theback home, where it was appreciated ds the slightest matters and which loves
Buddha'’s name, recite the sutra or merelyecessary to sustain life. It was thereforand treasures even seemingly insignifi-
offer flowers and incense, all your virtu-traditionally offered to important guestscant things can profoundly move people
ous acts will implant benefits and goodhs a sign of respect. In our practice adven through a small actionTreasures
fortune in your life” The Major Writings Nichiren Daishonin’s Buddhism, a cup ofof the Heartp. 5). W}
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STUDENT DivisioN ANNIVERSARY — JUNE 30

To Stand Up Against Injustice

By VALERIE THOMAS

SGI-USA STUDENT DIVISION CHIEF

nal 190 student division members had losears as students is a time to question many
cated additional student division memaspects of life, including religion and other
bers and introduced new students to thssuesin society. Supporting these members
efore the establishment of the SGlpractice. The success of their efforts reand providing the opportunity for them to
USA student division this year, | wassulted in 500 students gathering with Presinderstand their missions for kosen-rufu,
not aware of the significance of June 3Gdent Toda to mark the establishment afan forever impact their futures.
1957, the day the student division was efhe student division. There are also issues being addressed by
tablished in Japan. To better understand the An account of this day in vol. 11 ®he members inthe SGItoday that mirror those
student division’s mission in the UnitedHuman Revolutiomescribes Presidentthat took place at that time in Japan — for
States, | did some research. Toda as very happy with the students’ suexample, standing up to the priesthood issue
The establishment of the student divisioness in gathering for this meeting. He waand the negative media coverage of the SGI.
in Japan coincided with events there thaspecially pleased with the number offbelieve the mission of the student division
provided the opportunity for members toyoung women present. in the United States, as with all SGI mem-
stand up against injustice. During thistime, “When all of you have assumed leadinders, is to again stand up for the common
there was a conflict between the coal mirpositions in society, you will no doubt com-people’s happiness.
a ersunion and the SGI inYubari. The uniopletely overshadow those who are now The student division in Japan has be-

e

getreated the members unjustly because thbging looked up to as its leaders,” he saidome a division where members have deep-
e

were supporting a political party the uniorfl earnestly hope that all of you will live up ened their faith and answer their questions
did not support. to my expectation.” on life. | believe the best way for SGI-USA
The youth division members in thisarea The Human Revolutiazontinues: “On  members to respond to President Ikeda’s ex-
stood up to the union to dispute its unfaithat day, the student division of the Sokpectations for the newly established SGI-
treatment of the members. President Ikedaakkai set out on its journey. The sole rdJSA student division is to similarly create
was in Yubari supporting these membensaining vacuum in the organization, fora division where members are encouraged
when the inaugural student division meetwhich Josei Toda had long been concerneth, seek answers to their questions, and fully
ing occurred on June 30, 1957. had finally beenfilled.” President Toda diec¢thallenge themselves in all aspects of their
President Toda attended this meeting df0 months later. lives, as the youth did in Japan when stand-
the student division at the Azabu Public | believe there is tremendous signifiing up to the coal miners union.
Hall in Tokyo. Although the announce-cance inthe establishment of the studentdi- This is what | will be reflecting on as |
ment of the student division had beenision in the United States exactly 40 yearselebrate the 40th anniversary of the student
made more than a year before, the origafter it was formed in Japan. For many, thedivision. W]
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Opening the Way With Courage

ARCHIVE PHOTOS

The following is SGI
President Ikeda's message
sent to the Okinawa Women'’s
Division Executive
Conference, held at the
Okinawa Training Center in
Onnason, Okinawa, Feb. 26.

ur network for kosen-

ufu continues to ex-

pand steadily through-

out the world. And
women — especially women'’s
division members — are without
a doubt the driving force behind
this great momentum.

You, the women’s division
members of Okinawa, uniting
together with division chiefs
Tamae Nakama and Sadak
Hisayama, have been working
hard to contribute to human
happiness and peace throug
the ideals of Buddhism. Through
your tireless efforts — many of
you travel long distances on foo -
to encourage members — youBornon Oct.2,1869 mPorbandar,Indla, religious andpohuealleaderMahalma
have forged a path of brilliant Gandhi stands as the most significant figure in the history of his country.
victory. Nichiren Daishonin
surely knows of your sincere de-Help Those Who Have
votion. Boundless benefit andSuffered Most Become
good fortune will pervade the Happiest
your lives throughout eter-
nity. Your wonderful unity is
truly a model for women’s di- Ms. Das presented me with a preextremely cordial, remarking, “A
vision members throughoutcious gift: a handwritten letter by rural fellow like me finds your or-
Asia. Mahatma Gandhi (1869-1948)dinary language so good.” And

Her mother, Labhu Mehta, re-responding with sincerity to a

of future victory in their hearts.
In the letter, which is written
in Gujarati [today one of India’s

A Woman of Great
Distinction from Gandhi while he was in sought his advice on, he writes
prison. Gandhi was then 63 andl cannot tell you anything about

Speaking of women in Asia, Ms. Das’ mother, 15.
| will always remember my

meeting with Varsha Das, anstruggled together with Gandhithe result.”

These are strict

SGI chapter chief in India. Ms. in the movement for Indian in- words; but at the same time theysmriti and Darshan Samiti in

Das, who holds the importantdependence. When he wrote thiare words of profound trust.
post of editor in chief and joint letter, Gandhi was incarcerated The important thing is to pro-

raising youth, to planting seedsogether in deep respect and

On a visit to Japan last yearl5 main languages], Gandhi idand with a rich spiritual her-

ceived the Feb. 21, 1933, lettepoint that the young woman hadorts to sincerely reply to this

your choice, so | can only say Dr. B. N. Pande, a direct dis-
The young Labhu’s parentsthat it can be praised after seeingiple of Mahatma Gandhi and2.

means “truth manifesting itself of nonviolence, it was Gandhi
ateach moment.” It signifies thewho actualized this ideal in the
dynamic activity of life from form of a broad popular move-
moment to moment. Everythingment. He added that now it is
depends on a single life-mo-the SGI, under the leadership
ment. The power of faith enablesof President Ikeda, which is
us to get the most out of everycarrying on this “struggle of
moment of our lives, to keep ad-the spirit” and developing a
vancing, to create value fromnonviolent movement against
everything, and to steer everythe oppression of war. Noting
thing in a positive direction.  that the SGI leader’s philoso-

Gandhi further offers the phy is reaching the hearts of
penetrating observation that “amany people throughout the
real lioness” can always “find world, Dr. Pande predicted that
the straight way out even in thein the future many successors
midst of her sufferings.” What to Gandhi’s legacy would ap-
wonderful words! pear!

Engraving his message in her
heart, the young woman strug- Along with the handwritten
gled dauntlessly and led a life ofletter from Gandhi, Ms. Das pre-
splendid achievement. sented me with a book of Gandhi'’s

“[My mother] chanted Nam- quotations. Among them are two
myoho-renge-kyo till the last that | would like to share with you
moment of her life,” Ms. Das today in closing:
wrote to me. “Today, she will be
very happy to see that precious If one gives way to fear, even
letter [from Mahatma Gandhi] truth will have to be suppressed.
in your hands.” When | read The golden rule is to act fear-
these words, | pressed my palms lessly upon what one believes to
be right?
veneration.

Many thoughtful and con-
scientious people in India, a

Our faith should be like an ever-
burning lamp which not only
gives us light but also illumi-
itage, look to the SGl with high  nates the surroundings. [
expectations as an organization

that is carrying on Gandhi’s

spirit. Let us redouble our ef—l' From Dr. Pande’s speech on Dec.

9, 1993, at the symposium com-
memorating the publication of Dr.
N. Radhakrishnan’s booRaisaku
Ikeda: In Pursuit of a New Hu-
manity, in New Delhi, India.
Great Lives, Great Words — Ma-
hatma Gandhied. R. P. Dhas-
mana (New Delhi: Publications
Division of India’s Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting,
1994), p. 22.

frust.

vice chairman of the Gandhi

New Delhi, has remarked that
while Shakyamuni appealed to

director of India’s National in Yeravda Jail in Poona [alsoduce positive results. Once yoyeople to struggle with a spirit 3. Ibid., p. 16.
Book Trust, has shown tremen-Pune, a city to the southeast o$et a goal, you have to produce

dous actual proof in society. Bombay]. The authorities wereresults without fail. Gandhi did
Ms. Das is active in a varietyintent on oppressing and hurtingnot dictate to the young womar

of fields. She is a noted authorthis noble champion of justice. but watched quietly and suppor

ity on the Indian poet Ra- While in prison, however, tively over her activities and

bindranath Tagore (1861-Gandhi launched a new cam-achievements.

1941); a linguist fluent in many paign that has been hailed as one

languages; a journalist and arof the greatest social reformLive Each Moment

art critic. Holding a doctorate in movements in history. He to the Fullest

education, she has also writtefiounded an organization whose

a number of children’s booksaim was the liberation of those Gandhi also cautions in the|

and worked to improve adultmost severely discriminatedletter, “Make good use of every,

literacy. against under India’s caste sysmoment and keep an account.
On the same day that thetem, and he started a paper calledife is precious and our time

Bharat Soka Gakkai GeneraHarijan. The worcharijanmeans on earth limited. How can we

Meeting was held last Novem-“children of God,’and expresses put our time to the best possi/

The World’s Seven Blunders

Mahatma Gandhi attributed the violence that
plagues the world to these seven delusions:

. Wealth without work

. Pleasure without conscience
. Knowledge without character
. Commerce without morality

ber, The Pioneerone of New his burning inner conviction thatble use? How can we use it t(
Delhi’s leading English-lan- the mostoppressed mustbe treareate the greatest possiblq
guage newspapers, carried aured most highly. value? We must not miss op-
feature titled, “She treads the Gandhi, while atthe very cen-portunities or let time slip
middle path,” about Ms. Daster of such a momentous historichrough our fingers.

and her activities. In the article,struggle, took the time towritea Buddhism stresses the im-
Ms. Das joyfully spoke of the letter of encouragement to theportance of a single life-moment
greatness of Nichiren Daisho-young Labhu Mehta. A genuine(ichiner). The term “Thus Come

. Science without humanity
. Worship without sacrifice
. Politics without principles

~N OO O B W N =

nin’s Buddhism. leader is ardently committed toOne,” another name for Buddha
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Advancing Together on the Front Lines
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The following is SGI President
Ikeda’s message to the Tokyo
Chapter Leaders Meeting, held
at the Tokyo Toda Memorial
Auditorium in Sugamo, Tokyo, f
March 8.

o all of you, praisewor- [
thy chapter chiefs and
chapter women’s divi-
sion chiefs who are the
mainstays and driving force of
our great organization in Tokyo,
| express my deepest and moq
heartfelt appreciation for your
constant efforts.
I know being chosen to fulfill
the important leadership re-#
sponsibilities for the chapters in
your respective areas at this cru
cial time is a great and daunting
challenge. Yet at the same timg
itis a source of joy and pride tha
surely nothing else can match
All of your devoted efforts will
become a golden history for yo
and your families and the caus
for boundless good fortunej
throughout eternity. Please con
tinue to advance with untiring
good cheer and in high spirits.
In honor of today’s meeting,
I would like to share with you a
historical anecdote about lead
ership.
Long ago, during the period of]
feudal warfare known as the War
ring States period (1467-1568)
Edo (now Tokyo) was not the
most important city of eastern
Japan. That distinction fell to
Odawara (in present-day Kanai¥
gawa Prefecture).
Until Odawara fell to the in-
vading warlord Toyotomi
Hideyoshi, it enjoyed great
prosperity. Its first ruler of that
period was Hojo Soun, fol-
lowed by Hojo Ujitsuna and
Hojo Ujiyasu in succession.
During their rule, Odawara
was more bustling and pros-Rising from obscurity in the chaos of post-Revolutionary France, Napoleon Bonaparte elevated himself from
perous than Kyoto, the imper-general to dictator of his nation in 1799, then conquered most of Europe during the Napoleonic Wars.
ial capital. Culture and the arts
flourished, and entertainers
and artists from all over Japar
flocked to Odawara. It was
also an active trade center
with a substantial Chinese
community.

Judging the Ability

of Others leads people toward it.

But the third Hojo ruler of
Odawara, Ujiyasu, was not op-
timistic about his domain’s fu-
ture. There is a story that illu-
minates Ujiyasu's view5One

day, he was eating with his son,
Ujimasa, who would succeed
him as the fourth Hojo ruler.
Suddenly Ujiyasu put down his
chopsticks and lamented in a
voice choked with tears: “Ah!
The Hojo dynasty will end with
me!”

The others in the room were
taken aback. What did he mean?
Ujiyasu replied: “My son just
poured soup over his rice twice.
He poured it once and ate some,
then poured it again, saying ‘Not
enough soup.” Why didn’t he
know from the start just how
much soup he should pour on
his rice?

“He eats it twice a day, and
still he doesn’t know the proper
amount of soup to pour on his
rice. How pitiful! How can such
aperson properly judge people’s
capacity, something that re-
quires a great deal more dis-
cernment? Will he know which
person is best in what role? In
our age of warring states, one
cannot survive without superior
personnel.

“If | were to die tomorrow,
this domain would certainly be
invaded by some shrewd gen-
eral from another territory.”

The way someone eats his or
her dinner may seem insignifi-
cant, but a master warrior can
grasp the character and ability of
others from just such details.
This is because such an individ-
ual lives each day in utter
earnestness, never wasting a sin-
gle word or gesture, honing his
or her entire being into the great-
est asset for victory.

The Legacy of
the Pioneering
SGI Members

Just as Ujiyasu predicted,
during the reigns of the fourth
and fifth Hojo rulers, Ujimasa
and Ujinao, Odawara fell to the
forces of Toyotomi Hideyoshi.
The last two Hojos were unable
to read the current of their times
and, overestimating their power,

aced Hideyoshi head on and

Napoleon once said that a leader is one who delivers‘perished,
hope. A genuine leader is one who points to hope an

What was the crucial differ-
nce between father and son?
Up to the third generation, the
Hojo rulers had been severely
tested by circumstances over
which they triumphed. The first
Hojo, Soun, arrived in Odawara,

PLEASE SEE ADVANCING, NEXT PAGE
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where he had no foothold or sup-
port, and fought to become ruler
of Izu and Sagami. The second-
generation Hojo (Ujitsuna)
worked hard alongside Soun, es-
tablishing the foundation for the
fief’s government. The third-
generation Hojo (Ujiyasu) was
a brilliant warrior. He fought on
the battlefield from the time he
was 16, never losing any of the
36 battles in his lifetime.
Though he was the general of his
forces, he always rode in the
vanguard and was covered with
battle scars to prove it, including
two large scars on his face. He
was a brave warrior who never
showed his back to the enemy.

But the fourth Hojo (Uji-
masa) was raised from the start
as the heir to a feudal lord. He
was by no means unintelligent,
and he was even said to be su-
perior to the young heirs of
other domains, thanks mainly
to his father’s rigorous training.
Butin spite of that, he had never
really suffered or worked hard
for anything. At the same time,
the retainers of the Hojo clan
had grown lazy and arrogant,
proud that they were part of the
wealthy Odawara domain.

This story shows that the
leaders who laid the foundations
fought valiantly on the front
lines with their forces, working
together with them to achieve a
shared goal.

In a sense, this is a manifes-
tation of what in Buddhism we
call the spirit of “true cause.” It
is the spirit of a leader uniting
with the people and moving for-
ward toward a shared aim — a

future victory of “true effect.”

Napoleon once said that a
leader is one who delivers hope.
A genuine leader is one who
points to hope and leads people
toward it.

Lead Versus Command

However, the nature of the
Hojo leaders changed from the
fourth generation on once the
domain came to enjoy security
and stability through the hard
work of previous generations.

Although there were proba-
bly many other factors in-
volved, I think we can say that
there was a directional shift
from leaders and followers fac-
ing in the same direction to-
gether to the leader facing in
the direction of his followers. It
is the difference between lead-
ing and commanding. In Bud-
dhist terms, the latter is a state
of attachment to true effect; one
places oneself in the position
of perfection, in contradistinc-
tion to others.

This can happen in any orga-
nization. The leaders no longer
work in the spirit of doing
things together with the mem-
bers; instead, they stand above
the members and order them

around. They use gthers clev-
y sO a$ not to get hurt them-

selves. This will stop any orga-
nization from growing and
developing.

This is a key underlying
cause of the rise and fall of civ-
ilizations witnessed throughout
human history. Great dramas
have been set in motion by
something as subtle as an indi-
vidual’s will.

The later Hojo rulers of
Odawara are widely believed to
have grown complacent and
overconfident because of their
past victories and the inviolabil-
ity of their castle walls. They were
also confident that if trouble
arose they could rely on the sup-
port of Tokugawa leyasu and
Date Masamune, two other pow-
erful feudal lords of the day. Their
information about Hideyoshi and
his forces was far from sufficient.
The Hojo clan’s leading advisors
in later generations were stub-
bornand conservative, whichled
tothe clan’s reliance on a passive
defensive strategy. There are also
accounts of Hojo clan retainers
who switched their allegiance be-
cause of the fifth-generation ruler
Ujinao's thoughtless remarks. In
addition, rivalries among the
clan’s more accomplished retain-
ers led to a lack of unity on the
Hojo side.

The Future Awaits!

Nichiren Daishonin’s Bud-
dhism is the Buddhism of true
cause. The mentor is the true ef-
fect and the disciples are the true
cause. Based on this principle,
mentor and disciples together
eternally practice the Mystic
Law of true cause.

T 'Consequently, if one adopts

the spirit of true effect, believing
that one has already achieved
everything necessary or that it’s
all right to leave the hard work up
to others, then one can never
hope to receive faith’s true ben-
efit. Inhis writings, we often find
the Daishonin urging his follow-
erstoexert still greater effort. He
would instruct even those of

Buddha: One who perceives the true nature
of all life and leads others to attain the

Span of the Tatha-
gata” (16th) chapter
of the Lotus Sutra

many decades of practice to
strengthen their faith more than
ever.

If leaders go among the
members with the determina-
tion that they will henceforth
apply themselves as never be-
fore to their Buddhist practice
and advance together with the
members while giving hope,
benefit will well forth profusely
in their lives. The SGI will also
continue to develop and grow
forever.

In particular, unity is going
to be increasingly important
from now on. I would like all of
you to rigorously protect this
one and only organization in
the world dedicated to the real-
ization of kosen-rufu, based on
cooperation, bringing out each
member’s potential and work-
ing together harmoniously and
inaspirit of warm camaraderie.

Faith of
True Cause Brings
Inexhaustible Benefits

In “The Life Span of the Thus
Come One” (16th) chapter of the
Lotus Sutra, we find the pas-
sage, “single-mindedly desiring
to see the Buddha / not hesitat-
ing even if it costs them their
lives” (L.S16, 230).2 Nichiren
Daishorin says of this"passage,
“I, Nichiren, have called forth
Buddhahood from within my
life by living this sentence”
(MW-2, 205). I will not discuss
the most profound meaning of
this passage now, but it tells us
that when we followers of
Nichiren Daishonin wish with
all our hearts to see the Buddha,
with a faith so strong that we

don’t begrudge our lives, the
state of Buddhahood manifests
itself withinus.

There is no Buddhahood nor
true benefit aside from the Bud-
dhist practice of the true cause of
“single-mindedly desiring to see
the Buddha.” For us, that desire
is our unwavering commitment
in faith to widely spread
Nichiren Daishonin’s Bud-
dhism, to make our own envi-
ronment a Buddhaland, to carry
out our personal human revolu-
tion, and also help others be-
come happy.

I hope that all our leaders of
kosen-rufu will always be lead-
ers who “single-mindedly desire
to see the Buddha,” leaders who
embody the principle of true
cause.

Having once been an acting
chapter chief myself, I know
how demanding and exhausting
your responsibilities can be. I
nevertheless hope that all of
you, the chapter leaders of our
great organization in Tokyo, will
solidly unite to protect and assist
our members and continue your
tireless efforts to advance the
kosen-rufu movement.

I will continue to pray even
more earnestly for your good
health. Please take care! Wil

1. This anecdote appears in the
Odawara Hojo-ki (Chronicle of
the Hojos of Odawara), trans.
Masanao Kishi (into modern
Japanese) (Tokyo: Kyoiku-sha,
1996), pp. 221-23.

The Lotus Sutra, trans. Burton
Watson (New York: Columbia
University Press, 1993). LS is
followed by the chapter and page
numbers.

ad

GLOSSARY ginning 2,000 years
after Shakyamuni’s

death, when his teach-

Nichiren Daishonin (1222-82): The true
Buddha of the Latter Day of the Law.

same enlightenment. The Buddha na-
ture is inherent in all beings and is char-
acterized by the qualities of wisdom,
courage, compassion, spiritual strength,
hope and unshakable happiness.

daimoku: Literally, “title.” Refers to the
invocation, or chanting, of Nam-
myoho-renge-kyo.

Gohonzon: The embodiment of the law of
Nam-myoho-renge-kyo and the life of
Nichiren Daishonin in the form of a
mandala. Honzon means “object of fun-
damental respect”’; go means “worthy of
honor.” The Gohonzon takes the form of
a paper scroll inscribed with Chinese
and two Sanskrit characters. Together,
these characters represent life in its
highest condition: Buddhahood. “Nam-
myoho-renge-kyo, Nichiren” is written
down the center of the Gohonzon.

gongyo: Literally, “assiduous practice.”
In Nichiren Daishonin’s Buddhism,
gongyo means to recite the “Expedient
Means” (2nd) chapter and the “Life

and chant Nam-myoho-renge-kyo in
front of the Gohonzon.

Gosho: Literally, “writing worthy of
great respect”: the writings of Nichiren
Daishonin.

ichinen: Literally, “one mind.” The life-
moment, or ultimate reality, that is
manifested at each moment in com-
mon mortals.

karma: Sanskrit word meaning “action.”
The life tendency or destiny that each
individual creates through thoughts,
words and deeds. One’s actions in the
past have shaped one’s reality at pre-
sent, and actions in the present deter-
mine in turn one’s future. This is the
law of cause and effect at work.

kosen-rufu: Literally, to “widely declare
and spread (Buddhism).” To secure
lasting peace and happiness for all
humankind through the propagation of
true Buddhism.

Latter Day of the Law: The period be-

ings lose their power and the true Bud-
dha appears to lead all people to en-
lightenment.

Nam-myoho-renge-kyo: The fundamen-

tal component of Buddhist practice,
which expresses the ultimate truth of
life and allows each individual to tap his
orherinnate enlightened nature directly.
Although the deepest meaning of Nam-
myoho-renge-kyo is revealed only
through the practice of chanting it, there
is aliteral definition for each of the com-
ponent words: nam (devotion) means to
fuse one’s life with the universal law;
myoho (Mystic Law) is the fundamen-
tal principle of the universe and its phe-
nomenal manifestations; renge (lotus
flower) refers to the lotus, which blooms
and seeds at the same time, symboliz-
ing the simultaneity of cause and effect;
and kyo (sutra, or teaching of a Buddha)
broadly indicates all phenomena or the
activities of all living beings.

Daishonin literally means “great sage”
and is used as an honorific title for
Nichiren. He inscribed the Gohonzon
and established the invocation of Nam-
myoho-renge-kyo as the universal
practice to attain Buddhahood.

Shakyamuni: Also known as Siddhartha
Gautama. The first historically re-
corded Buddha, he is the founder of
Buddhism.

Soka Gakkai: Literally, “Society for the
Creation of Value.” The name of the lay
organization of Nichiren Daishonin’s
Buddhism.

Soka Gakkai International (SGI): The
umbrella organization led by President
Daisaku Ikeda, which includes organi-
zations in 128 nations. It was estab-
lished in 1975.

ten worlds: Potential conditions of life in-
herent in each individual. They are:
Hell, Hunger, Animality, Anger, Hu-
manity, Rapture, Learning, Realiza-
tion, Bodhisattva and Buddhahood.
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YMD Music Corps Celebrates

Musical
Heroes

By TONY GREGG

SGI-USA MUSIC CORPS CHIEF

| President Ikeda describeq

he founding of the Music | =
Corps in Japan in his bodke
New Human Revolution

Josei Toda taught and trained
Shin’ichi that the way to foster
youth was to see how much the:
could accomplish through their h
own efforts. \ #

When Shin'ichi first joined 3
the Soka Gakkai, the attitude and 4§
behavior of his seniors in the
youth division caused him to dis-
like the organization. Many of
these older youth division leaderg
were high-handed and autocraticyg]
yet refused to take any responsi
bility themselves. Shin’ichi was
always deeply discouraged b
their attitude. ; ; ' dl | i : k>

One day, he voiced these feel A 1,000-piece Brass Band is one of the hlghhghts of the SGI USAs parade down Kalakaua Avenue in Honolulu during the 1985 convention there.
ings frankly to Josei Toda, who
then told him: “In that case,
Shin’ichi, why don’'t you go Brass Band held its first recitalj@
ahead and make the Gakkai int@at the Embassy Auditorium in
the kind of organization that you Los Angeles. The entire bang
can really like? Build an ideal played six Sousa marches. Thef
Gakkai through your hard work selected members, who caIIe(

and earnest effort’” themselves “The Unknownff!, " i AMERICA YHD BRAS

Shin‘ichi did just that, work- Band,” played several numbers| L 4 0 i 1ﬂm§:.-:, “,Ff B‘:,ND IST RECITAL v
ing tirelessly in the face of greatincluding “Sansho Shima Sa+ ' ||| | - ,‘ Wy ‘lﬂ, "ﬂ._?'d M 'm
hardship to create a Soka Gakkayonara,” one of the highlights of| n !

that met with his ideals. the program. it 1B | P o
Shin’ichi perceived kosen- \ ¥
rufu as a great cultural move- fter “The Unknown Band,”
ment. And it was he who, as the Brass Band played a se|§
youth division chief of staff, es- ries of Soka Gakkai songs. Orf%"
tablished the Music Corps inthe last song, “The Sun Shiney
May 1954. None of the older Over America Headquarters,”
leaders or directors of the Sokathe YMD leaders all led the au-f===-
Gakkai showed any interest indience in the singing of this pop-
such a plan. Ultimately, ularsong. Later in the month, or]
Shin’ichi took it upon himself May 16, the band played for
to buy instruments for the band.President Ikeda for the first timef -
This was the beginning of whatat the opening of Myohoji tem- |
has today become a world-ple in Etiwanda, Calif. =
renowned musical organization.  The band in the United State<The U.S. Brass Band debuts on May 5, 1967, in Los Angeles’ Embassy Auditorium.
(The New Human Revolution,continued to grow, as did the or-
vol. 5, p. 199) ganization, through seeminglyconvention. This incredible mo-as seemingly unrecognized asoted “that Buddhism places
non-stop times of vigorous prop-mentum continued until 1990their efforts have been, the YMDgreat importance on music. To
Meanwhile, as the Music agation, parades, conventionswhen all of SGI-USA experi- music groups in the Unitedsecure happiness for all human
Corps continued to develop incivic events and culture festi-enced a great shift in focus andStates are continuing to growbeings, culture should take
Japan, Mr. Ikeda had establishegtals. Throughout the '80s thedirection. and develop young men for theprecedence over such fields as
the America Headquarters. Inbands were predominately Those dedicated individualsfuture of kosen-rufu. Past andscience, politics and econom-
the latter part of 1966, a smallmarching units. who have continued to keep thepresent Music Corps memberscs.” He remarked that “music,
group of young men formed a One highlight was the forma- Music Corps fires burning in will tell you how their experi- which directly reaches the
band that would later be knowntion of a 1,000-piece marchingtheir respective areas, particuences in the band have been depths of human life, can be said
asthe AmericaYoung Men’s Di-band that paraded downlarly over the last few years,foundation for their faith and to be the supreme artthat enables
vision Brass Band. On Friday,Kalakaua Avenue in Honolulu surely know what it means totheir lives. humankind to become truly
May 5, 1967, the newly formed during the summer 1985 Hawaiihave the stand-alone spirit. For President Ikeda recentlyhappy.” WT]
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Years in the United States

5 A

A yong Daisaku Ikeda leads a small parade of the young men’s division Brass Band he founded.

A Mission To Inspire
Excerpts from SGI President Ikeda’s ‘Precepts for Music Corps’

e There are no boundaries in resource of a nation’s growth. nization, inspiring millions of
ligious philosophy. Humankind bodhisattvas and giving our fel-
shares equally the desire forpeace Let us develop a mammothlow members hope and inspira:
and happiness, and religious phimusical movement filled with tion to overcome their sufferings.
losophy is the only means byhope. For the sake of the general

which this desire can be an-public, let us sow the seeds for @ In conclusion, | would like to
swered. Likewise, there are nagreat new culture. Itis my requessay that your spirit should tran-

boundaries in the field of music.that all of you, without uttering a scend vanity, as well as musical
Music is the flower of culture, a word, will be able to move your techniques and ability. The sound

language common to the entirdisteners to deep emotion.ofthe Music Corps should be the
world. It is a thing of beauty Through your performance, |rhythm of faith. It must roar with
sought by all people. hope that you will move people tothe sound of passion, as ifto crus|

jubilation and inspire them to at-the angry waves of the ocean.
e Recalling the history of hu- tain their human revolution. urge that you advance with the
mankind, we discover that a race confidence that your perfor-
of people or a nation strove fore To the general public, you aremances will penetrate the heart
happiness and peace only if motibeing called upon to reveal theof all people. People in a new er:
vated by a new, sound philosophytrue picture of kosen-rufu, thuslook forward to new talents and
The practice of a great ideologyhelping them recognize correctlymusic. | sincerely hope that you
like the current of a great river, bethe Soka Gakkai. Furthermore, asvith glory and awareness as
comes the high ambition andpioneers, you must contribute tomembers of the Music Corps, will
rhythm of that nation. The samethe enhancement of world culturerise to this challenge and perform
holds true of music. The beautyYou mustcomplete the mission ofon the world’s stage.

and energy of music have been ththe Music Corps within the orga- 1964

Brass Band Changes Name to Music Corps

SGI-USA MUSIC CORPS CHIEF

have developed across the This change will primarily
United States over the years. apply to the national support
When SGI President Ikedacommittee and will not force
After long deliberation, Brass formed this activity in 1954, he established local bands to alter
Band leaders around the counnamed it Ongaku-tai or Music the names of their groups.
try have decided to change the&Corps. Yet out of determination  Itis hoped that the youth di
name of the SGI-USA Brassto establish a group with a morevision musical groups of the
Band to the SGI-USA Music American feel, this activity in SGI-USA will continue to
Corps. This decision arose outhe United States has beemvolve in myriad ways, accordt
of their desire to better embraceknown as the Brass Band sincéng to the trends and styles g
the variety of music groups thatits inception in 1967. each area. W]

=
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Thanks For the Training

SGI-USA Brass Band leaders from years past send
congratulatory messages.

Kaneyasu Enomoto 1967
| truly believe that Music Corps is the best training to ¢
velop character for life and to teach us how to care for oth
Congratulations on 30 years of American Music Corps! | h
joy beyond words that this activity has continued to this dz

Robert Dixon 1966-68
What | learned from the Brass Band was not music. Wh
truly learned about was life. | learned to take a seemingly
attainable goal, in an unreasonable amount of time, and n
it happen. That is rare and useful training! It's for that | fe
most grateful.

Gary Murie 1969-71

When | joined the Brass Band at 18, there were 26 m
bers, most of whom could barely play their instruments. It
a great struggle to continue. But | was able to connect to R
ident Ikeda through the “Precepts for Brass Band,” where
said, “It is my request that all of you, without uttering a wo
will be able to move your listeners to deep emotion.” T
phrase has revolutionized my understanding of culture. Its
reaching implications have continued to affect my work tod

George Kataoka 1977-83

Congratulations on the 30th anniversary! As | reflect bal
so much of what | am today | owe to the Brass Band train
that | received. In this age of no discipline and decline, | s
cerely pray that many courageous youth will deeply underst
the significance and therefore resolve to receive training
will truly determine their future. Again, congratulations a
best of luck to all the Music Corps.

Dave Martinez 1983-87
Through those busy times of activities, the “Precepts
Youth” was my motivation then and to this day. Everything c
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tained in this piece has come true. It is so important to haye a

core of truth, such as this, in one’s life. | hope that all Mu
Corps members can find something to study and take into t
hearts, as a basis for developing their lives, for now and
the future.

Arnold Kawasaki 1987-89

sic
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I was a Music Corps member from the age of 13 until about

35 years of age. When | was in charge of Brass Band, it w
period of great upsurge in the United States. | withessed m
YMD members develop through this movement. “Precepts
Brass Band” was an important part of this. | hope that the B
Band spirit can remain in the individual hearts of the memb
of this group.

Dave McNeill 1989

If it weren't for the Brass Band, | wouldn’t be practicin
today. The camaraderie and the fun kept me practicing in
teens during the '70s. And the spirit to practice for others {
| learned there — the spirit to “move others to jubilation”
continues to be my motivation today. Congratulations on
years, and may the next 30 be even greater.

Ted Osaki Jr. 1990-92
Congratulations to all the boys in the band! A lot of blog
sweat and tears were shed during the first 30 years. But
bonds have forever united our lives. | am left still with one |
gering thought.... What is the Brass Band definition of “O
last time!”? Once again, congratulations.
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Copyright MARY ELLEN MARK

[, - - - e . 4 - bl N &5 -
‘Children Picking Flowers at Special School for Blind Children No. 5, Kiev, Ukraine, USSR’ is one photo in the ‘Mary Ellen Mark: 25 Years’ exhibition. Ms. Mark, one of the most well-known and
prolific photojournalists of our time, says she is always on the side of the ‘people on the edges.’ ‘I find them more human, maybe, she says.

Photos From the Edge

By LINDA ST. HILAIRE magazine. The final part of the exhi: the closer she gets. And the closer
FORT LAUDERDALE, FLA. bition is devoted to “Indian Circus,” she gets, the more likely she is to
aphotoessaydonein1989and 199 1 o711l want to find her pictures — pictures that
ary Ellen Mark, one of the most well-which documents, in her words, strike at the core of an issue. She
known and prolific photojournalists of our“The magic and whimsy of the cir- malke great feels that she is giving voice to the
time, has dedicated her life to introducingus, and my love for India.” pictures. It’s not voiceless.”
images that provoke us to think about what Born in Philadelphia in 1940, Ms. Mark, interviewed by phone

it means to be a human being. Ms. Mark studied painting and art = €asy o make great from her studio in New York City,
Through her images, she informs us of what it is likg@story at the University of Penn- images...that have explained that through the course of
to be homeless or to be dying in poverty conditions wilylvania, receiving her bachelor’s her 25-year career, her motivations

no one to care for us; to live as a blind person or retardetree in fine arts in 1962. During = @1 IMpact on have remained consistent.

or with a disease such as leprosy. Her photos also infdier graduate studies at the unive| people. “| still want to make great pic-

us of the dignity that people in these conditions manasi¢y’s Annenberg School of Com- tures,” she said. “It's not easy to

to keep intact. She wants to acknowledge them as humamications, her interest shifted tc make greatimages. | want to make

beings because, as we can, she does truly care about tpéwtography. This was the begin images that have an impact on peo-
A collection of her photographs titled “Mary Ellenning of her distinguished career. ple and that people will remem-

Mark: 25 Years” is showing at the Fort Lauderdale Mu- “All her pictures contain an expression of timeber. I'm just interested in people on the edges. | feel
seum of Art through Aug. 3 and from there continues ¢ime spent watching, listening and talking,” said Mawn affinity for people who haven't had the best breaks
to Milan, Italy. The exhibition features 75 selectionanne Fulton, chief curator at the George Eastmansociety. I'm always on their side. | find them more

from many of Mark’s best photo essays, includingouse International Museum of Photography and Filnuman, maybe. | care about them more. What | want
“Streetwise, Homeless Families,” and “Mother Teresais Rochester, N.Y., which organized the exhibitioto do more than anything is to acknowledge their
Missions of Charity,” all of which first appearedliiie “Mark says that the longer she stays with her subjeekistence.” W]



