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Shirley Jahad, a reporter for WBEZ radio, lets kids try out broadcasting at a College and Career Fair in Chicago.

‘Villagers’ Do Their Part

Photo by BOB NARDI

Chicago Joint Territory

offers a College and

Career Fair for junior high

and high school students.
By BILL ENDSLEY

CORRESPONDENT
Chicago, March 9

If it takes a village to raise a
child, then the same villagers
can also shepherd a young adu
into the working world. Families [
and communities need to guiddiff
a student into a career that i
both fulfilling for that individual |
and beneficial for society.
With this in mind, the . S :

Chicago junior high and high Wei Ming Su discusses a career in biotechnology with students.
school divisions, along with the

Culture Department, offered forhow they would sound as radioevent can be offered again -

SGI President
Joins European
Group
Dedicated to
Dialogue

Salzburg, Austria, March 8

The European Academy of Sci-
ences and Arts, a community of
leading figures whose aim is to
contribute to the development of
humanity and promote harmony
on a global scale, has named
SGI President lkeda an honorary
senator of the academy. Mr.
Ikeda is the 11th person and the
first Japanese citizen to be so
honored.

At the conferral ceremony
today, Academy Vice President
Ricardo Diez-Hochleitner, who
is also the president of The Club
of Rome, articulated the acad-
emy’s mission and goal to
achieve lasting peace through
facilitating dialogue on the Eu-
ropean continent. King Juan
Carlos | of Spain, Chancellor
Helmut Kohl of Germany, Pres-
ident Vaclav Havel of the Czech
Republic, President Arpéad
Goncz of Hungary, and Presi-
dent Jacques Santer of the Eu-
ropean Commission are among
the executive advisors of the
academy, which was established
here in 1990.

Academy President Felix
Unger said that since the acad-
emy’s founding, members have
focused on promoting commu-
nication among various reli-
gions, based on the belief that re-
ligion is the key to achieving
global prosperity and peace for
all humankind. Dr. Unger stated
the vital importance of inter-

+faith dialogue, but said that a

the first time a College and Ca-broadcasters. “These kids werand earlier in the school yearfear of foreign cultures and be-

reer Fair for students gradeso dynamic and eager to learn,"This is exactly the kind of ac
7-12 at the Chicago Cultureshe said. “This fair provided tivity we need to be having,” sh
Center today. these kids with vital information said, “if we are really seriou

t liefs has prevented this from
ehappening.
s He emphasized that the only

Representatives from localthey need to become successfidbout promoting education andwvay to solve the problems fac-

colleges and universities, as welln life — information they often helping young people.”
as experienced professionalgan’t get anywhere else.” Harold Black, a student divi
covering nearly 30 different ca- Seminars stressed the imporsion member, was glad to off¢

ing our world today is through
+ setting aside our fears and striv-
2ring to understand one another.

reer options, were representetance of starting early. Gradeyoung people a positive view 0fNow is the time to transcend our

at the various booths. They anpoint averages can’t be broughthe future. “We have to provid
swered questions about careensp significantly during the final young people with positive rol
in such varied fields as graphicyear of school and financialmodels,” Mr. Black said. “They
design, health care and geothemplanning has to start before apdon’t have to resorttoillegal a
mal engineering. plications for admission aretivity to get ahead in life.” The
Shirley Jahad, a reporter formailed.
the local WBEZ radio station, Dyan Stankiewicz, who
offered students a chance to hedrelped plan the event, hopes the

PLEASE SEE CAREER, 5

edifferences and engage in dia-

elogue to bridge the gap dividing
cultures, he said.

- President Unger expressed
his wish that Mr. Ikeda’s inau-

student division provided a listguration into the academy will

PLEASE SEE ACADEMY, 4
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OPINION

As SGI members how can we protect and
receive protection from the environment?

Members from the San Francisco joint territories respond:

VOICES

| am completely surrounded by flood
plains. | chanted that the flood waters |i
January] would drain off and for people t
use common sense when developing ne
neighborhoods. We were able to avoi
flooding, and city officials are now more

carefully scrutinizing new developments,

n

d

A Revolution of Understanding

uddhism is a revolution.
Not violent, never destruc-

he then dedicated the entirety of
his life to educating ordinary peo-
tive, it aims to overturn the un- ple. Opposed and attacked by a
healthy order of things in which priestly class who wanted a mo-
ordinary people often feel powerless. In a worldopoly on the “secrets” of Buddhism, he was even
that values wealth, popularity, power and prestigisdained by some of his own elitist priest-disciples
above all, Buddhism sheds light on what is trulfor having “condescended” to writing about Bud-
lasting and fulfilling. dhism in the language of the common people.
Buddhism began as an effort to educate thoseThe Soka Gakkai has its roots in this tradition of
who weren’t supposed to be educated. India at tBaddhist education. Josei Toda, imprisoned with his
w time was dominated by an elite priestly classentor, Tsunesaburo Makiguchi, for refusing to
known as the Brahmans. They wielded almost apay homage to Japan’s Imperial Shinto deity dur-
solute power and authority and were consider@ty World War I, studied seriously in his prison cell.
the ultimate experts on life and spirituality. Ordi- Toda read the sutra and chanted and grappled

— KAREN BROWN, Rio Linda, Calif. nary people labored under a system of mandatamth the question “What is the Buddha?” as he ag-
homage to them. onized alone in the dank prison. While his mentor
From where did the Brahmans derive thelny dying in another cell, a profound determination
power? Historian Will Durant explains: “Thecrystallized in the depths of his life, a determination
power of the Brahmans was based upon a monaipat propelled Toda, through all obstacles, to build
oly of knowledge. They were the custodians artde foundation of our movement.
remakers of tradition, the educators of children, the How did he begin to lay that foundation? By en-
composers or editors of literature, the expert®uraging understanding of the Daishonin’s Bud-
versed in the inspired and infallibledas|f a Shu- dhism through lectures and discussion meetings. He
dra[member of a lower caste] listened to the reagias convinced that his fellow Soka Gakkai leaders
ing of the scriptures his ears (according to Brakho had buckled and renounced their faith under
manical law books) were to be filled with molterthe threat of persecution during the war did so be-
lead.... Brahmanism thus became an exclusive cathuse they lacked a deep understanding and con-
carefully hedged around against all vulgar partigiction rooted in study.
ipation” (The Story of Civilization: |, Our Orien-  SGI President Ikeda recently said at the 3rd youth
tal Heritage p. 485). leaders meeting in Japan: “The strong faith with
In the midst of such spiritual and intellectual exa#hich we read the Gosho allows us to truly ‘observe
clusivism, Shakyamuni strove to inspire “vulgaour mind, that is, to do human revolution. From
participation” — involvement by ordinary peopletoday, | hope the members of the youth division will
— in a most sublime form of education. Througbhallenge themselves to read and study the Gosho,
an-lectures, sermons and dialogues with individuals, Henly one or two lines at a time.”
led people to discover the invaluable treasure of We practice Buddhism to gain the wisdom
Buddhahood that they all inherently possessed. Hed strength to handle any sort of challenge or
directly challenged the arrogance of the Brahmarifficulty that life deals us. One reason we study
yet compassionately invited those from that clagsto orient us solidly on that path, so as to never
into his circle of disciples. waver, no matter how strongly or in what direc-
Centuries later, Nichiren Daishonin began hison the wind may blow or who may tell us we
revolutionary struggle with years of intensive studyre not qualified. W}

By reusing what | can and recycling whalt
| can't, | do my part to protect the envi+
ronment. During the recent flooding, when
my neighbors chose to evacuate | stayed
and chanted daimoku, praying for proteg
tion. The waters then ceased to rise, sto
ping at my driveway. My prayers were def
initely answered.

— MARLENE JUETTE, Sacramento, Calif.

p_

During the floods we had to evacuate.
Many of us went to a member’s house in
Sacramento. Colusa Yoshimura took care
of several of us for three days. We chanted
a lot of daimoku for our homes to be safe.
We are very lucky to be in the SGI-USA
because the members take care of one
other. Also | received many calls of con
cern when | returned home, even from members in Japa
— ETSUKO OKUDA, Yuba City, Calif.

n.

When we change, our environment als
changes. If we are negative, our enviror

o

ment is ugly and dark. | chant, study and

practice because | want others to be happy. . . .

| want to show people we can change any- Our Budahism often emphasizes “standing

thing. _ QUESTION OF THE MONTH: alore for jusiice.” How do you, in your everyday
— YOKO COLELLA, Antelope, Calif. life, stand alone for justice?

Recently my sister was in the hospital with Please be specific and limit your responses to 50 words or less. All responses are subject to editing. Pleas

cancer. | chanted every morning and send your responses and a face photo of yourself to: “Question of the ManihTribune525 Wilshire

evening for her stability and for family Blvd., Santa Monica, Calif., 90401. Fax: 310-260-8910. Or e-mail us at: SokaNews@aol.com.
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Lessons of Death

MAILBOX

The Men Are Ready To Help

| must comment on the “Editorial” in the Feb.\@&rld Tri-
bune,"A Bold Degree of Trust.” While there was much to b
admired in the piece, | find parts of it objectionable and n
true to my experience.

The writer stated, “It is the tendency of the older gene
tion to look down on or exclude those younger or less ex
rienced.” | strongly disagree. | know of no one in the SGI th
looks down on the youth or is “patronizing to young people
What | do see is a society and a youth culture that deval
elders. While the pursuit of profit has distorted the values
some adults, there are still many who enjoy any opportun
to work with young people. We know that only through e
couraging the younger generation can we fulfill our missia
My life is full of elders who helped me find my path, and
see no lack of men who now want to serve as mentors.

Actually, there are more opportunities for men to work wi
youth in society than in the SGI. Due to the divisional stru
ture a strange arbitrary line has been drawn between the
nior and youth divisions. Now most activities are planng
solely by the youth division, with men’s division participa
tion only at the joint territory level. While there is some of
portunity for working with youth in the district, most of the
youth receive encouragement and guidance from youth d
sion leaders. There are many men’s division members
have over 20 years experience with little chance to shar
with younger people.

The author talked of the importance of trust. | agre
Michael Meade said, “A man who has never felt he was p
tected by another man will not trust other men and will n
be trustworthy.” But trust is a two-way street! Do the you
trust and look to elders for encouragement or do they Ig
sideways to their peers? It has been wisely observed
can't learn anything from your peers because they know
same nothing.

| would like to quote Robert Bly: “One problem with the
sibling society is that, in its desire to get away from hierz
chy it intentionally avoids all vertical longing. What is aske
of adults now is that they stop going forward to retire
ment...and turn to face the young siblings and adolesce
The hope lies in the longing we have to be adults.” Well, me
division members have the longing to be adults. My quest
is, do the young have the longing to trust the elders, and
we have an organizational structure that makes this possi

As SGI President Ikeda stated: “The presentis an age |3
ing in discipline. For precisely this reason, one must voly
tarily receive training and forge oneself.” So before finge
are pointed at “the older generation,” saying they “look dow
on the young, maybe we should facilitate more opportunit
for the senior divisions to work with youth. And maybe w
should speak of what a great asset we have in those pion
who are ceaselessly fighting for kosen-rufu.

— DIXON HAMBY, Bellevue, Wash.

Letters printed here do not necessarily reflect the opinions
the SGI-USA or the/orld Tribune.

In the “Mailbox,” we will publish members’ comments
suggestions and questions as they pertain ti\tbed Tri-
bune.Because of volume, not all letters can be printed, b
they are all read. All letters are subject to condensation.

Please include signature, mailing address and telephag
number. Pseudonyms and initials will not be used. Send
ters to “Mailbox,” World Tribune, 525 Wilshire Boulevard,

Santa Monica, CA 90401; or via CompuServe (102137,35

or America Online (SokaNews).

fronting a life-and-death matter.who is ill will suffer also. We
| learned about challenging myeach have a special mission to
Western notions of death asnove forward with SGI Presi-
“bad” and “prolonging life atall dent Ikeda for the sake of world
costs.” | learned that when | trustpeace. By advancing coura-
the Gohonzon and open my lifegeously, we can demonstrate the
e to the Mystic Law, | can see be-greatness of this Buddhism.
ot fter 16 years of practice, | yond the surface of the situation This clarifies for me the con-
moved from one side of and view it with the eye andnectedness President Ikeda talks
a-Chicago to another. At my newmind of a Buddha. aboutin his poems. And it further
pe-discussion meeting, Imetawon- The following lessons | clarifies my challenges as normal,
at derful, vibrant young woman. At learned left me more free fromreasonable and, if viewed cor-
. that moment, we embarked uporworry and feeling absolutely rectly, not overwhelming at all.
ues journey that would change myfortunate.
oflife forever. *We each must live a victori-
ity Sheencountered a cancerthat ¢ In every moment of life, weous life and complete our mis-
n- recurred often and challengedexperience struggles: good vssion for the sake of our loved
n. her many, many times. When itevil, the Buddha nature vs. fun-ones and ourselves.
| was thought the iliness was condamental darkness. It's the way Everyone handles such things
guered once and for all, she anthe universe works. Fightingdifferently. There are no rules
h her husband came to me fomgainstillness is simply anotherabout when to go to activities,
c- guidance about having childrenaspect of this struggle. how much to smile, whether to
séFhis was nine years after our This is a wonderfully sim- cry or not cry, etc. We can just be
2d first encounter. plistic thought. This is how it ourselves and do our bestto stick
After a long discussion, my works! | think I've been afraid close to the organization.
0- final words were: “Something in other situations because |
> wonderful awaits you. | feel itin was in denial, not understand- < In the Gosho, the Daisho-
vi-my heart.” Within days, the can-ing these situations are normalnin wrote that every person has
hacer resurfaced with a vengeance. a fixed life span and karma. By
e il had no idea this was the won- < Victory means the illnesschanting Nam-myoho-renge-
derful challenge that awaitedhasn’t prevented the patient orkyo, the Daishonin said we can
e. them. his or her loved ones fromlive beyond that fixed life span.
o- It was wonderful because Ichanting for personal happi- And if we should exceed that life
ot really believe that earthly de-ness or the happiness of othersspan by even one or two days,
h sires are enlightenment, and | |had always assumed victorythat’s a tremendous benefit.
okknew that, no matter what, theymeant eradicating a problem. | Like everyone else, | want to
yowould win. Ultimately, she understand now, however, thative along, healthy life. This les-
thebrought out the greatest amountontinuing to practice, despiteson further impressed upon me
of courage and determinationthese problems looming promi-how lucky | am to chant and sur-
Everyone who knew of her life nently in my life, | achieve the vive — no, not just survive but
r- and situation was encouraged bwbsolute victory I'm fighting for. to prosper and live in these tur-
d her strength and commitment toThis really expands my under-bulent times.
2- victory in every circumstance. standing that Buddhism is con-
nts. When she died, she was s@erned with winning. Simply: If
n'sstrong and her death was sddon’t continue, I've lost. young woman. Because of herand
onnatural, there was an element her husband, | understand even
dof beauty and grace. This was <« We all face death. Even ifmore passionately the connection
blethe victory she created throughyour partner dies because of arbetween efforts and attitudes inthe
ckher courage, character andlness, you will have to take carechallenge to live. They have truly
n-commitment. of yourself and live your life to changed my life forever. | wish
rs  Because of her and her husthe fullest for both your sake. Ifeveryone such meaningful rela-
n” band, | learned some profoundyou don’t go forward, not only tionships based on Nichiren Dai-
eslessons. | learned about conwill you suffer, but the personshonin’s Buddhism. Wi}

What Do You Think?

eers
Please write to us and let us know your thoughts on the World Tribune.

What articles do you like or don’t like? Which types would you like to see more of, less of?
Do you have ideas to make us better? Do you have questions you'd like answered? Would
you like to get involved in your local area? We welcome all letters at:

Mailbox, World Tribune, 525 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica, CA 90401.

CHICAGO

2y

| am so thankful | met this

of

Contact us via the Internet . . . SGI-USA Web Page: http://www.sgi-usa.org

E-mail to Editorial: SokaNews@aol.com or Subscriptions: SGI SUBS@aol.com
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Sven Hellering and Kristi Bennett say the reorganization of Boulder Chapter has been a boon for the members, giving people a deeper focus.

Reorganization Leads to New Friendships

By IRLENE OWADA

CORRESPONDENT ; * =
Boulder, Colo., March 27 -

At first glance, it looked more |
like a geography class than ¢ =
Buddhist meeting. When| '/
Boulder Chapter leaders firs{ | /&
gathered last fall to discuss\;{ T
their reorganization into|f%
neighborhood groups, they fo{
cused on a large map of Boul{ '
der County, which covers 742
square miles of the Grea
Plains and Rocky Mountains/
Tiny colored pins showed ! E
where all the members were i /1 ; > i
with each color representing éBoulder Chapter members in front of the Colorado University mascot. ~ meeting,” Ms. Bennett said,
different district. “and we got a lot of input from
“We really wanted to make biggest concentration of mem-the nearby three districts tothem on how they felt about the
it easier for the members herders was in Boulder, wherebalance out the youth. But fewreorganizing of the chapter.”
to practice,” explained Kristi many students attend Coloraddad cars, extra money or time “I really liked the meeting;
Bennett, the Boulder ChapterUniversity. to spend on transportation.t was like seeing kosen-rufu
leader. Boulder Chapter comprisesAnd it was difficult to get to take place because everyone
Some of the first planning four districts. Longmont Dis- meetings, which were about 20nvas working together to make
meetings took place at Ms.trict, about 12 miles north of minutes away. This meant thait happen,” Leigh Kennicott, a
Bennett's new home in Boulder, was already well-de-someone with a car had to galoctoral student, said.
Louisville, Colo. A25-year SGI fined geographically, so every-to Boulder and pick up the stu- One proposal called for one
member and long-time residenbne agreed it would stay as idents to take them to the meetef the district's meetings to
of Boulder, she had just movedwas. The other three districtsings and then take them homeake place right on campus
to the Louisville/Lafayette were spread out, overlappingagain. Members never com-Several students said they
area, about eight miles to theone another, over a large areplained because they werdiked the idea of meeting at CU
southeast. from Boulder to its easternhappy to have young people abecause they didn't have cars
“When we started looking neighbors on the plains,their meetings, but people feltand it was awkward to always
at the map, | was amazed abouisville and Lafayette, to the it should be easier for the stu-ask for rides.
how many members lived insurrounding mountain townsdents to go to meetings. Another student said she
Boulder and was even moreof Nederland and Jamestown. “At the very first reorgani- liked to ask friends to come to
amazed at how many members In the past, when new stu-zation meeting, it was a unanimeetings, but when she told
lived in the Louisville and dents came to Boulder, theyimous conclusion that it was a
Lafayette area,” she said. Thevere divided equally amonggood time to start the neigh-

borhood meetings,” Ms. Ben-
nett said. After several more
planning meetings with district
and chapter leaders, it was tim
to propose the plan to the mem
bers themselves, taking car¢
not to make anyone feel like
they had to change districts.

A questionnaire with com-
puterized maps showing dif-
ferent proposals to reorganize
were prepared and given tg
each member at a meeting on
the CU campus.

“About 30 people from the
three districts came to that

D7 D
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SGI President
Joins European
Group
Dedlicated to
Dialogue

ACADEMY, FrRoM PAGE 1

open the door for the Eastern
philosophy of Buddhism to join
and add to the rich dialogues
they have already begun with the
disciplines of Christianity, Ju-
daism and Islam.

Hiromasa Ikeda, Mr. Ikeda’s
son and a Soka Gakkai vice
president, received the award on
his father's behalf. Vice Presi-
dent Ikeda read a message from
the SGI president stating that
global unification is crucial to
ensure the future and that cul-
tural exchange between the East
and West is the way to achieve
this.

Mr. lkeda further asserted
that the coexistence of cultures
is the only path toward mutual
prosperity and stressed that a
new age will be created through
fostering a spirit of tolerance
and open-mindedness. In con-
clusion, the SGI leader deter-
mined as a member of the acad-
emy to promote dialogue
toward a 21st century of har-
mony and coexistence among
all humankind.

The ceremony was held in
Residenz, a cultural palace, and
was attended by some 300 rep-
resentative academy members
from around the world.

Represented organizations
include The Club of Rome, All-
European Academies and the
European Council. More than 50
countries in Europe, North and
South America, Asia and the
Middle East participate in the
academy’s wide-ranging scope
of scientific and artistic research
projects. W]

Commemorative
Contribution To
Start Soon

The annual May Commem
orative Contribution is fast
approaching. Beginning
April 28 and lasting until
June 6, members may mak
financial contributions to
the SGI-USA through their
local organizations. Check
with your local leaders for
more information.

D
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of the top 16 universities in the
country, their tuition costs, ac-
ceptance rates, student-to
teacher ratios and average cosj
of room and board.

The organizers agreed that th
path to a meaningful life can be
treacherous and young peopls
need everyone’s support. “Thesg
kids can better society just b
being themselves,” Shirley
Jahad said. “We need to suppolf
and encourage that. Offering?
practical, useful informationin a
setting like this with the goals of|,
the SGI — it just seems like all™
perfect fit.” I Students get questions answered at College and Career Fair in Chicago.

Reorganization Leads to New Friendships

BOULDER, FroM PAGE 4 Ikeda is talking about when hetheir house or what to do with
speaks of kosen-rufu — it's athe kids.”
them the meetings were off camnetwork of friends,” he said. Ms. Bennett says she feels
pus, they hesitated. “More and more | get a sensethe reorganization has helpe
Pros and cons about meetinghat rather than just being apeople to grow and has brough
on campus were discussed, aeader and chanting for somemembers back into the organi
the members considered issuegeople, that now these are myation. Amember who had bee
like parking for non-students, best friends.” out of contact for some years
privacy for doing gongyo and The meetings they've hadwas recently reconnected.
daimoku, and caring for asince have been successful. Peo- “A member ran into him and
portable altar. ple have acclimated pretty well.told him there were meetings
Sven Hillering said thatkeep- “The district has a whole rightin Lafayette,” she said. “He
ing the students together in oneschedule worked out for at leastvas excited to hear that. And be
district rather than splitting themsix months,” Ms. Bennett said.cause the meetings were so clos
up all over Boulder has been &Not only that, but because theirby, he started showing up. Now
boon to their practice. meetings are on campus no onthere’s a whole network for him
“This is what SGI Presidenthas to worry about cleaningto connect to.” Wl

The 1st Annual
‘World Tribune’ Essay Contest

tveme: Human Diversity

catecories: Elementary School; Junior High;
High School; College/University;
Open (All Ages)

The World Tribune invites all members to share their thoughts on one of the most impor-
tant subjects of our day: human diversity. There are so many different kinds of people in
our country. Whether we differ in our race, our gender, our size, our background or our
sexual orientation, we all share one thing: We are all human. What joys have you experi-
enced in celebrating this diversity? What have you learned about yourself when you've
met someone different from you? What prejudices have you faced? What needs to change
in ourselves and in our country so we can rise above prejudice and discrimination?

We are looking for short, personal essays no more than 750 words long addressing these
questions and any other ideas you have on human diversity. A special committee will
judge the essays on the quality of writing as well as on clarity and originality. The top
three finishers in each category will have their essays published in the World Tribune.
Plaques and other non-cash prizes will be awarded to the top three finishers.

To Enter: Send your essay (double-spaced, typed) to “Essay Contest,”World Tribune,
525 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica, CA, 90401. Indicate which category you are enter-
ing. Only one entry per person. Include a self-addressed stamped envelope. All es-
says become the property of the World Tribune. Any essays not double-spaced and
typed or exceeding 750 words will not be considered.

DEADLINE: JUNE 30, 1997

T
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DEARBETTY: My leader told can’t spend another minute
me to be specific about my depracticing in the organization.
sires so for the past three — STANDING ALONE
months | have been chanting
for a boyfriend six feet tall, DEAR NO MAN IS AN IS-
with dark curly hair and blue LAND: Hey, brother, | can
eyes, nice pecs, nonsmokingshare that space. With all thes
fond of walks in the country yetyears of practice, Betty has ha
enjoys a competitive game ofibundantopportunity to be
tennis. | was feeling very con-peeved with practically every-
fident until | realized —Buh! one she has ever done gongy
— | forgot to chant about his with. There’s just something
film preferences. What if hemystic — the polite term —|
turns out to be amliens 3 aboutworking together towarg
type? Yikes! Have | blown it? our noble cause that brings ol
— HOLLY WOOD the good, the bad and the t¢
tally unspeakable.
DEAR HOLLY: No, buthave  And that's actually a bene
you ever thought of ghost-fit. How else would perfect be-
writing ads for the Personals?ings like you and me learn tc
Without a doubt, focusing on deal with others'little quirks?
specific goals can help you Andthere may come atime
make the right causes towhen these members will b
achieve them: Looking for ajust the ones to rush to you
e bachelor’s degree? Go to colaid. Allow me to share my|
lege. Want to buy a house@yrisly little tale. It all began
Save up for a down payment.with a trip to the Florida Na-
But if you want to take a ture and Culture Center. Hov
ride on the love boat, you mayBetty hungered to attend th
have to navigate deeper watraining session there! How
ters. So often we tend to go forshe longed to catch some ray
the superficial. But the moreby the pool, luxuriate in the
complex our desires, the morehot tub, smack her lips ove
difficult to pinpoint what's the gourmet food. (Oh, and t
best for our lives. SGI-USA attend the seminars too.)
Study Department Chief Ted And then...the night before
Morino once remarked: the flight...Betty contracted a
“Prayer should come from thevicious stomach flu! Should
heart. The Gohonzon knowsshe go? Should she cance
your worries and desires.Well, that flu couldn’t last for-
Focus on the Gohonzon anckver....
simply chant.” Wrong! Thus unfolded an
So don't play mind games epic drama in which Betty bat
in front of your altar. And tled gamely against a mighty
don't sweat the specifics —opponent benton bringing he
you'll never think of all of down amid the fluttering
them (What if he vacations inpalms. On top of everything
the mountains and you like theBetty had to try to be a goo
shore? What if he watchessport! To keep a high life-con+
football all weekend long?). dition! To—gasp!— actually
Working it out is part of the — follow her own advice!
ahem— fun. Through it all, the members
Trust that your life is mov- were wonderful, offering
ing in a positive direction. warm wishes, stomach reme
Like Nichiren Daishonin says, dies (including a strange con
faith alone is what really mat- coction supposedly given ta
ters (practice and study comdJNICEF babies, poor things
in handy, too). And if the guy and souvenirs from the sight
with the pecs isn't right for seeing tours. Their unfailing
you, don’t worry. Just sendkindness showed the tru
him to me! value of our organization. If
almost made up for missing
DEAR BETTY: | really like to out on all that fabulous food
chant, but sometimes | feel IBut not quite. Wl
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EXPERIENCE

ANN Miks, CuLver City, CALIF.

It’s Never Too Late

Photo by LISA HOLLIS

ost of my life it
seemed that every-
one else led a better
life than | did. The
difference between me and oth
erswas so great, | adopted as m
motto the old cliché, “The grass
is always greener on the othe
side of the fence.” My friends
had nice parents, good healtl
and all the wonderful things | al-
ways wanted but never had. Bu
there was one thing | thought |
couldhave — marriage and chil-
dren. Those were normal parts o
life; how could it be difficult?
My family moved from
Hawaii in the early '50s to the
Denver area because of my poc
health. | was born with asthma s
Denver wasn't as good for my!
health as they thought, so after
year we moved to Los Angeles
In1961, when Iwas 11, my fam-
ily received the Gohonzon.
| was to learn firsthand the
meaning of obstacles and chang
ing one’s destiny. Around this
time, my parents started divorcq
proceedings. Immediately afte
the Gohonzon was enshrined i
our home, my mother had a ner
vous breakdown and was hospi LV R
talized. | had to take responsi ¥y R
bility for everything, from Sonny, Ann and their daughter, Alexandra, enjoy a happy family life that
changing my little sister’s dia- was only a dream for Ann when she started practicing 36 years ago.
pers and ironing my father’s

trust in you and may remark atand monitored my condition
how, as a Buddhist or as a memeonstantly.
ber of the SGI family, you stand Sonny was completely sup-
out among others. This is actuaportive. He did everything to
proof.” take care of me. | even worked all
| felt deep inside that | nine months. Without his sup-
needed to redouble my prayergport, | could never have handled
and determination to do justthe pregnancy. | also need to add
that. The idea of actual proofthat one month before the baby
rang over and over in my mindwas due, my husband was laid
and in my heart. | began to feebff from his job.
stronger and freer — a feeling The doctor told me that |
of no regrets. could not have a normal delivery,
Now, if you've been calculat- and that the baby’s lungs would
ing my age as you've read thispe monitored to determine the
you may have noticed that Iright time for delivery. My situ-
learned about karma as aationwas given special attention.
teenager, started to enjoy life inFinally a delivery date was de-
my 20s, got married in my 30scided upon.
and got serious about life in my  But during the Cesarean op-
40s. Yes, you're right — it's eration, complications arose and
never too late. This is not to sayl began to lose blood. The doc-
that my problems disappeared; tors couldn’t immediately de-
just became stronger in dealindiver the baby as expected be-
with them. cause she was trapped by the
I had major surgery just be-tumors. A tug of war started; |
fore our wedding, which left me was losing more and more blood.
with the feeling that | could There was a short window of
never have children. And since ltime for the doctors to deliver
had taken care of my family our baby before both our lives
throughout my life, I felt I'd done were threatened — and that win-
that already. | was satisfied withdow closed before they finally
the way things were. wrestled the baby free.
Or so | thought. Although | was awake during
all this, the doctors didn't say
wo years later, at 42, | be-what was going on those pre-
came pregnant. My doctorcious moments when our baby’s
told me not to announce thdife hung in the balance. | was
news until all the tests showedwvondering what was going on,
good results. For a couple ofbut | thought it must all be a nor-
months the doctor seemednal part of having a Cesarean.
happy, but never 100 percent The doctors’firstconcernwas
confident. Then he said everythe baby’s life; they had no time
thing looked good. He assuredo lose. They rushed her to the in-

shirts to running to the store forrun away from home. She toldupset me quite a bit started payme that it would be OK to an-tensive care unit, where she was
food. There was no time left forme that what | had to do to takeng a lot of attention to me, evennounce my pregnancy. When Icarefully monitored. | spent a
me to play with other children. A care of my family was too muchasking my opinions. | wasdid, | couldn’t believe the joy long time in the recovery room
few years later, my father—Ishould be having fun. | pon-shocked! As we talked, | foundmy friends expressed. — they were trying to replace
stopped working because he wadered this idea for a while andmyself falling in love. | had met  The next day, | had a miscar-the blood | had lost.
stressed out from his job. Sincehen realized it would do no goodsomeone whom | could truly re-riage. Apparently | was the talk of
we still had bills to pay, | startedto run away. | would still need spectand admire. The only prob- Feelings of failure and disap-the hospital. Each nurse who
working evenings and weekendsnoney, and | would still need tolem was that Sonny was in lovepointment welled up in my mind came into my room would say:
to pay the rent and buy food. Ifinish school. with someone else. | remembeas | tried to tell myself: “I'm too “Oh, you're the one! We heard
was 15. Eventually, as | continued tocrying in front of the Gohonzon, old to have a child anyway.about you!”

| remember wondering, “Is practice, things began to changeasking, “How come | didn't meet Everything will be fine.” By the way, Sonny got his job
this what life is about?” | was at-| started to enjoy my life. And | him first?” Why, | cried, was1so  Eventually | felt myself ac- back the week the baby was
tending SGI-USA discussionfound that | had the energy tobusy taking care of my family cepting with greater joy the life born.
meetings and youth division ac-keep going despite the difficul-that | never had time to findthat died, and I truly didn't We have now been the par-
tivities, but | was so over- ties of my young life. | was in- someone | could really like?  worry. | realized how fortunate | ents of Alexandra Mitsuko for
whelmed with family responsi- volved in young women'’s divi-  As the years passed — andvas to have the family | had andwo years. As challenging and
bilities that | always felt sion activities and the Fife andseveral million daimoku went by grew more determined to carevonderful as her birth was, it
ashamed. Drum Corps. — we became good friends. Wefor other people. | enjoyed mywas only the beginning. | know

| often wondered, “Will | ever learned all about each other, oulife. | was satisfied with the way we have a lot to look forward to
have a happy family?” Because[D y the time | reached my 20s,weak points, our strong pointsthings were. over the next 20 years or so: I'm
| practiced, | knew everything my family problems had im- and what our true natures were. Two years later, at 44, |Isure we’ll have a lot of chal-
should improve. | was alwaysproved and | began to feel moreThose years also gave us the oghought | was going throughlenges, but | know that through
encouraged when my SGllike a normal person. My fatherportunity to develop a relation- menopause. But no. To the shockhem, we'll find even more love.
friends shared their dreamsstarted working again. My sistership that revealed what we had t@f my doctor and my family, |  It's been a fast and enjoyable
about the future, but | had nograduated from high school andbffer each other. Eventually wewas pregnant again. 36 years since | first chanted to
confidence that my dreamswasindependent, and my mothemarried. Nothing has ever come easythe Gohonzon. | have a lot of ap-
would come true. And when mywas no longer hospitalized. | re- When SGI President Ikedafor me. My pregnancy was nopreciation for all the friends who
friends from school asked me taalized | could live my life the visited the United States in 1990different. As the months wentencouraged me to look to the fu-
go outon the weekends to the bigvay | wanted. So | decided tol remember him saying: “By re- by and as the baby grew, so didure and never give up hope. |
dances, | had to turn them downchant a million daimoku for ME freshing your life force through fibroid tumors. | had three: Oneknow that all the causes | made
| didn’t have the money, and land MY LIFE. faith, you can work and studywas the size of a watermelonto share the practice with others
had to work. Just before | started this, anuch harder than others, andhe second the size of a canhave been my opportunities to

One of my friends from man with whom | not only did- you can also build a model fam-taloupe and the third the size othange my destiny and enjoy my
school even encouraged me to't get along but who used toily. People will then place their an orange. Specialists reviewedife. W}
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he new century will be
played out on a vast
global stage. In far-
flung corners of the
world, there are friends suf-
fering the agonies of war,

grief and sorrow and starving
children crying for food.
Spring water bubbling up
from the ground can trans-
form a desert into an oasis
Similarly, the compassion
and wisdom that well up from

The New Human hevolulion

mothers overwhelmed with By HO GOKU — I ustraten BY KENICHIRO UCHIDA

Volume 6, Chapter 1

Treasure Land

“Not at all, not at all,”
Kawarazaki replied with a vi-
brant, booming voice. “It's
my pleasure. I'm thrilled to
hear that you will shortly be
visiting a number of Arab na-
tions. The Arab world is my
second homeland.”

In his youth, when work-
ing for Japan’s Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Kawarazaki
was sent to Egypt to study at
Cairo University. After grad-
uating with a degree in Ara-

the human heart can trans  Translation of parts 1-5 of the ‘Treasure Land’ chapter, as printed$etkgo Shimbynhe Soka bic, he worked for Japanese
form this planet into a realm Gakkai’s daily newspaper. Ho Goku is the pen name of Daisaku Ikeda, who appears in th 1oweissions in such Middle East

of peace and happiness, a  as Shin’ichi Yamamoto. The events take place in 1962.

eternal treasure land. We cal
this triumph of humanism
kosen-rufu.

countries as Egypt and Iraq,
deepening his knowledge of
the culture of Arab nations in
the process.

ist in Arab affairs and teacher of Arabianony at the headquarters of t8eikyo After World War Il, having tired of
On Jan. 29, 1962, Shin’ichi Ya-at the Tokyo University of Foreign Stud-Shimbunthe Soka Gakkai's newspaperbeing a bureaucrat, he quit the Ministry
mamoto set off for the Middle East. Haes. Kawarazaki later compiled, editedrhis research center was the crystallizaf Foreign Affairs and for some time

left from Tokyo Interna-
tional Airport at Haneda at

tion of an idea con- thereafter suffered great financial diffi-
ceived and proposedculty. His wife and son, moreover, were

11:00 a.m. aboard Scandi-
naviaAirlines Flight No. 84.
The first stopover would be
in Manila, the Philippines.

Shin’ichi’s official sche-
dule included visits to seven
countries: Iran, Iraq, Turkey,
Greece, Egypt, Pakistan anc
Thailand. His first destina-
tion was Teheran, Iran’s cap-
ital. The primary purpose of
the trip was to offer guid-
ance to Soka Gakkai mem-
bers living in these coun-
tries and to investigate
firsthand the religious and
social conditions.

This time, only youth di-

by Shin’ichiduringa both afflicted with tuberculosis.
visit to Asian coun- His wife first heard about Nichiren
tries the previous Daishonin’s Buddhism from a relative
year. who could not bear to see them remain in
Itsfunctionwould such painful straits any longer. Mrs.
be to promote re- Kawarazaki started practicing in the sum-
search on the cultural mer of 1953; in April the following year
heritage of Asia and she finally persuaded her husband to take
compile academic faith.
material on Eastern Torazo Kawarazaki had no real inter-
thought and philoso- est in the Soka Gakkai then, but simply
phy. It would be the wanted to do whatever might please his
forerunner of a vari- wife, whom he loved.
ety of cultural orga-  Around thattime, Japan and many other
nizations that the countries were greatly interested in devel-
Gakkai would even- oping Arab oil resources; Kawarazaki
tually establish. gained a position with a petroleum com-
At the inaugura- pany. He was later recruited by another oil

vision leaders accompaniec
Shin’ichi — Youth Division

tion, Shin’ichivoiced concern with which he eventually became
his hope that the in- a senior research advisor, ajob that entailed

Chief Eisuke Akizuki and two otherand published the first Arabic—Japanessitute would become a seat of knowledgeaveling throughout the Arab world. He
young men, Yusuke Yoshikawa and Akiralictionary. Shin’ichi met Kawarazaki for that would produce many internationallywas also involved in the development of
Kuroki, all three of whom were Sokathe firsttime on Jan. 27, just two days beespected researchers and give rise tatee first Arab oil well started by a Japan-

Gakkai directors. fore his departure.

fresh cultural tradition. He presented eackse company. Notlong afterward he began

Someone especially delighted by Earlier that day, the Oriental Sciencef the staff with an official institute pin andto teach Arabic at the Tokyo University of
Shin’ichi’s planned visit to the Middle Institute [later the Institute of Orientalthen affixed one to his own lapel. He~oreign Studies in addition to his work in
East was Torazo Kawarazaki, a speciaRhilosophy] was inaugurated in a cerewished to show that he regarded himsethe commercial sector.

‘Learning From
the Gosho’

SGI President lkeda’s Available Soon

popular series on the
Gosho has been
compiled in a book. It LEARNING FROM
includes his essays on THE GOSHO:
‘Happiness in This THEETERNAL
World,” “On the Opening
of the Eyes,” “The One
Essential Phrase” and
other letters. It will soon
be available in SGI-USA |+« BXDasA Ikiok
bookstores and through

TEACHINGS OF
INICHIREN. P AISHONIN

mail order. Price: $5.00.

as an institute member and was firmly Kawarazaki animatedly began to tell
committed to fostering capable reShin’ichi about the situation in the Mid-
searchers. dle East.

Shin’ichi was to meet with Kawara-  “Many, as you may know, describe the
zaki at the Gakkai Headquarters immeMiddle East as the most volatile place in
diately afterward. A local Gakkai leadetthe world,” he said. “One reason for this
had aske&hin’ichi to give some words is the rivalry between Eastern and West-
of encouragement to Kawarazaki, &rn powers scrambling for control over
member in his area. Shin’ichi was theil-rich Arab nations.
first to set himself to the task of devel- “The Arab nations have been rather late
oping academicians. in gaining independence after long colonial

rule by various European powers. Conse-
quently, there is a strong trend toward
orazo Kawarazaki, mustached andchieving Arab unity. This is what has
wearing dark-framed spectaclescaused an upsurge in Arab nationalism.”
was in his late 40s, a man of ami-
able countenance and impressive

build. orazo Kawarazaki continued with
Shin’ichi greeted Kawarazaki cour- growing emphasis:“But as Arab
teously. He hoped that this expert on unity strengthened under Islam, a
Arab affairs might give him some use- deepening rift began to develop
ful advice for his upcoming trip to thebetween the Arab nations and the Jewish
Middle East. state of Israel. Also, as characterized by

“Thank you very much for taking the withdrawal of Syria from the United
time to visit me here at the Soka Gakkai

Headquarters,” Shin’ichi told him. PLEASE SEE TREASURE LAND, NEXT PAGE
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TREASURE LAND, FROM PREVIOUS PAGE of peace and culture
between Japan and
Arab Republic: many obstacles remainthe Arab nations. In
along the path to Arab unity. Japan, American and
“In addition, the vast wealth gained byEuropean culture
many Arab nations through the exploitatends to get all the
tion of oil resources has led to sharp inimelight—to the ex-
equalities between the rich and poor. Theusion of virtually all
likelihood of revolt in these countries isother cultures. But
extremely high. In short, in the Middlethere are other coun-
East we can find the whole spectrum dfies inthe world. The
possible confrontation — the East-WesArab nations have a
Cold War, ethnic conflict, religious strife, unique culture. | think
class struggle and the list goes on. that there are many
“Geographically, too, the Middle Eastthings that Japan
has served as a bridge linking Asia, Eishould learn from
rope and Africa. Arab nations comprisehem.”
a significant part of the 48-nation Afro- “Exactly,”
Asian Group, which has now gainecKawarazaki said
membership in the United Nations. Inwith a smile, his eyes
fact, you could say that developments itwinkling genially.

equal right to become happy.
In short, it is a humanistic
philosophy, a philosophy of
peace, expounding the
equality of all humankind.
Buddhism also teaches how
we can tap the compassion,
wisdom and life force of the
Buddha within us.

“Everyone has their own
ideals and convictions and is
working with all their might
to realize them. But it is
human nature that, even wish-
ing to bring forth compassion
in all our dealings we can
sometimes succumb to self-
interest despite these best in-
tentions.

“Life is full of setbacks
and impasses. The key to

the Arab world will have a key impact on“That's precisely my feeling, Presidentpeople and to actualize world peace. THeappiness lies ultimately in possessing
Soka Gakkai is seriously committed tdhe strength to never succumb to any-

world peace. Yamamoto.”

“However, Japanese government offi-
cials, politicians and business leaders
view the Arab nations solely as supplier
of oil. They are entirely indifferent to
what happens in these countries, so lo
as it doesn't adversely affect Japan’s o
supply. That is truly regrettable.

meeting of the minds.

finding ways to achieve this.”

thing, to calmly triumph over any obsta-

Hearing this, Kawarazaki straightenedtle. That is why Buddhist practice is so

hin’ichi Yamamoto and Torazo in his chair and respectfully addressedrucial.”
Kawarazaki enjoyed a lively dis-Shin’ichi: “President Yamamoto, it
cussion. Theirs was a dynamiceems that | have misunderstood the Sok#ly agreed. “As a matter of fact, | am
Gakkai. To be honest with you, somepresently experiencing a deadlock my-
“Actually,” Shin’ichi informed his where in my heart | saw it as a religiouself. | always wanted to devote my life

“Yes, | see,” Torazo Kawarazaki qui-

“The average Japanese knows very liguest, “I just came from an event forgroup interested only in increasing itdo working for the Arab world’s bene-
tle about the Arab world. | really feelmally establishing the Oriental Sciencenembership with the sales pitch thafit, but it seems I've just been fighting
Japan should consider what it can do timstitute. The institute’s purpose will bedaimoku enables one to overcome iliness losing battle. Whenever | make pro-
promote exchange with Middle Easterio conduct research into the cultures, rend the like. When | started practicing, posals for cultural enterprises and ex-
countries — existing as they do at oppdigions and peoples of the world with ahought it not beyond the bounds of posshanges to enhance the Japanese peo-
site ends of Asia— and how they can muspecial focus on Asia. Its ultimate ainsibility that one could cure illnessple’'s understanding of the people and
tually assist one another. | believe thas to promote mutual understandinghrough faith and that quite probably theulture of that region, | am greeted with
this would give rise to a human solidaramong people and contribute to peace lrenefit of the Gohonzon everyone talkedomplete indifference. The hurdles are
ity transcending borders. And if such exAsia and throughout the world.” about did exist. truly enormous. Perhaps I'm just being
change were extended around the globe, “Did the Soka Gakkai create this “However, it never seemed to me thatinrealistic. This thought really de-
this would contribute to developing theOriental Science Institute?” askedhe Soka Gakkai was making practicabresses me.”
foundations for world peace.” Kawarazaki. efforts to address the peace issue. ThereShin’ichi answered emphatically:

“| totally agree with you,” Shin’ichi Shin’ichi nodded with smile: “Yes, it are, as you know, so many religiousMr. Kawarazaki, | feel the reason your
said. “l can really sense your love for thelid. It is a research institute that waseaders who pay lip service to the peaogife urged you to embrace Buddhism is
Arab world. One of my reasons for visfounded and will be sponsored by theause but very few who make earnest efhat she wholeheartedly wants you to re-
iting this time is to initiate such exchangeSoka Gakkai. We believe that studyindorts to achieve that goal. | am im-alize this dream. Surely she knows and
Peace is not something complex or exand learning about the cultures and pe@ressed, though, by what you have jusinderstands, more than anyone, your
traordinary. It begins by forging heart-toples of each country is indispensable twld me. deep love for the Arab world. | think you
heart ties. This is where cultural exdeveloping mutual understanding “Actually, | only came to see youwould agree that she is your greatest sup-
change will be very important. among the world’s people. The missiotoday so as not to disappoint my wifeporter and sympathizer. | heard that you

“Iwant to open the way for an exchangef religion is to bring happiness to allShe insisted that | come see you, singesigned from a position at the Ministry
you had kindly said you wanted to meedf Foreign Affairs some years ago. |
me. Besides, she told me you were goingould be willing to bet that your wife
to the Middle East shortly. | thought pernever uttered a word of complaint, but
haps itwouldn’t do any harmin just goindully supported your decision.”
one time to see the president of the orga- Kawarazaki nodded deeply and said:
nization my wife belongs to. But that was'You are right. | put her through a lot. We
very arrogant and unfair of me. | wadell on hard times. Yet despite her weak
looking at the Soka Gakkai with preju-health, she took it all in stride without a
diced eyes, not even bothering to asceword of complaint. She scrimped and
tain the facts for myself. | am very sorrysaved to make ends meet.”
about my attitude.” “Your wife’s wish,” Shin’ichi assured

After saying this, Kawarazaki bowedhim, “is to see you realize your dream of
deeply in a gesture of apology. making a positive contribution to the

Shin’ichi assured him there was ndArab world. You mustn’t give up.
need to apologize, saying: “If one doeFhough it is only human to meet with
not know the reality of a situation, it isdeadlocks, there are no deadlocks in
only natural to have misunderstandingBuddhism.”

So, Mr. Kawarazaki, you've never done
gongyo, then?”

“No. I've been a member in name
only....”

To Subscribe:
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Get the World Tribune
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(To be continued)

1. United Arab Republic: formed in 1958

hin‘ichi then began to talk about fror_r& ttr?e federatlt(_)é1 Oﬁ‘AEg!éPt E:_nd ?yna

H .o H ami € growing tiae ot Arab nationalism.

BUdﬂh'srﬂ caImLy. BUdd.h'.S?: Syria, however, left the federation in 1961.

teaches that each person is inher- ggynt continued alone as the United Arab

ently a Buddha worthy of Republic until 1971, when it changed its
supreme respect, that everyone has amame to the Arab Republic of Egypt.
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PHoOENIX

RobNEY MITCHELL ,

Moving Ahead

A second-year law student, who helps out youth in the community, wins the
Martin Luther King Jr. Scholarship in Arizona.

Photo by KENNY SAMUEL

By SALLY MARKS McKEE

MESA, ARIZ.

rectors to be project director dur-
ing 1997-98.

As a board member of the
Black Law Students Associa-
tion, he participates in that or-
ganization’s “Street Law” pro-
gram, providing legal education
to middle and high school stu-
dents, primarily in minority
schools. This year Rodney
helped start the “Street Law”
program at a local inner-city
school where there is a high rate
of violence. “The more we help
our children to understand the
spirit and intent of our laws, the
more motivated they will be to
uphold them,” Rodney said.

Receiving the $1,000 schol-
arship was a victory for the
Mitchell family, which includes
Rodney’s wife, Elise, and three
sons, Joshua, 12, Rodney Jr., 5,
and Cheyenne, 3. But meeting
would be very competitive,” (L-r) Earlie Mae Mitchell (Rodney’s mom),Elsne Fortenberry (Elise’s mom), Rodney Mitchell, Elise Mitchell. the banquet's keynote speaker,
said Rodney. “Because we Martin Luther King lll, was the
have the Gohonzon, my wifelaw school and | made the com-is voice and strength and comminority community. He is the day’s highlight.
and | have always felt that ob-mitment to support him in this passion in his eyes, ‘We haveassistant project director of the “When we were notified that
stacles were opportunities, andoint decision. We knew it the Gohonzon!™ Homeless Legal Assistance ProRodney would be the scholar-
it never occurred to me NOT towould be an incredible struggle In addition to school, work ject and spends about 10 to 15hip recipient, we were ecsta-
apply.” with many sacrifices. When sit-and his active role as the groughours each week coordinatingic, but when we found out that

Rodney’s wife, Elise, said: uations have arisen that seemelgader of Ahwatukee Group inand providing legal assistance tdhhe would be presented the
“There have been many chalinsurmountable, Rodney has alAhwatukee, a suburb of Phoenixthe residents of three homelesscholarship at an awards ban-
lenging moments since Rodneyways consoled me in the saméodney has expended considershelters. He was also recently
made the commitment to attendvay, saying with conviction in able pro bono work within the elected by the HLAP board of di-

me people shrug and

ask, “Why?” Rodney

itchell asks, “Why

ot?” and moves ahead.

This optimistic attitude paid
off when the second-year law
student recently learned he wa,
the recipient of the first annual
Martin Luther King Jr. Scholar-
ship from the Hayzel B. Daniels
Bar Association, an all-Arizona
group of African American at-
torneys and jurists. The annual
scholarship is awarded to arj
African American law student
who has demonstrated acade
mic excellence and is involved
in community service.
“One of my fellow students
told me she hadn’t bothered tg
apply because she knew it

PLEASE SEE MOVING AHEAD, 13
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live in peace and harmony. He quoted his grandfather’s com-
In his speech atthe Hayzel B. Danielmitment to love his fellow man. |

Moving Beyond

the (Isms) Award Ceremony (see accompanyingefuse to allow anyone to force me tp
“Profile” this page), Mr. King said: hate; |am every man'’s brother,” said the

“We've got to get beyond the issue oklder Martin Luther King. King Sr. re-
race and class. We have to move beyorfidsed to hate even those who took the

MESA, ARIZ.

‘isms’ We've got to find a way to bring lives of his wife and his son.

people together.” He also said, “Every After the banquet, Mr. King spoke o

city is made beautiful by its people.” his desire to help youth develop. He de
Later that evening, Mr. King dis- scribed his four-point philosophy for

M artin Luther King Il has carried
on his father’s legacy to champio

equal rights for all people. He has bee
actively involved in policy initiatives to
maintain the fair and equitable treat
ment of all people in the United State
and abroad. Among dozens of commi
ments to humanitarian concerns, he alg
founded in 1988 an organization, Lead
ership 2000, for the development o
leadership capabilities in individuals asMartin Luther King III
piring to public office.

cussed the power of love and committeaching children to live in peace. “It's
ment. After his father was killed, Mr.a simple plan,” he said. “Love of self
King said his mother, Coretta Scottove of family, love of community, and
King, went to her children and ex-love of God.”

plained that they would not feel theirfa- Following his father’s philosophy,
ther hug them anymore, but he wouldvhich was based on the teachings of Jes
always love them. and Mahatma Gandhi, Mr. King reiterate

There was never any mention of hatthe need for a nonviolent society.

ing the person who killed their father. “We need to find a way to curtail
Instead, Mrs. King took the three eldesitilling,” urged Mr. King. “We need to get

Mr. King has been touring the worlddents. The human rights advocate amf her four children on the march thatngry and not tolerate killing. We have t
giving lectures and prefers that his lecswered questions and gave his thoughigartin Luther King Jr. was supposed testop the romanticism of guns in our soc
tures be in an open dialogue formain how to improve conditions in societylead.
Rodney Mitchell accompanied and inMr. King said his grandfather preached “We need to frame our decisions bymove forward and build relationships.
troduced Mr. King during open dialoguelove, his father taught love, and he is cawhat is right,” Mr. King continued, “not We need to raise our children to work i
with Arizona State University law stu-rying the torch to encourage others tby what is convenient or easy.”

ety. We need to go through healing an

harmony with one another.” Wl
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To Tell The Truth

By JEFF FARR

SGI-USA YOUTH DIVISION STUDY COMMITTEE

Buddhism is reason. Reason
will win over your lord. (The
Major Writings of Nichiren
Daishonin, vol. 3, p. 238)

n March 23 | visited Atlanta,
where some student division
members took me to the Martin
Luther King Jr. National Historic
Site and the Atlanta University Cen
ter. At both places, | felt that Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. is still alive —
his words are a living presence.
Quotes from Dr. King were
posted on signs, printed on T-shirts

In the National Park Service Visito
Center, from an array of TV sets
there were multiple Dr. Kings
speaking forcefully, yet calmly,
against prejudice.

| wondered why Dr. King’s
words continue to encourage sp
many people, when the words of
many American leaders have been
forgotten. Discussing it with the
students, we agreed that Dr. King’s
words live on because he had the
courage to tell the truth — his words
of justice continue to do their work.
As Dr. King said, “Unarmed truth
and unconditional love will have
the final word in reality.”

Arecentinstallment ofhe New
Human Revolutiomade the same
point (March 28World Tribung.
SGI President lkeda quoted the
above passage from “The Supreme
Leader of the World” to explain that
the truth always prevails over aur
thority.

“Reason will win over your
lord,” Nichiren Daishonin told
Shijo Kingo — and he was right.
Kingo’s words finally had an im-
pact on his boss, Lord Ema, wh
had long persecuted him. Em
came to understand Kingo’s sincer
heart and to cherish his input as &
employee and a friend.

At the Martin Luther King Jr.
National Historic Site, | suddenly
remembered that a year before gn
March 23, Hiroe Clow, who coura-|
geously shared the truth of the
Seattle Incident, had died. | sent g
prayer to Dr. King, Mrs. Clow and
all those who have given their lives
for justice, and made a determina-
tion to always do my best, too, tg
speak the truth. I

Soe0

and engraved in the bases of statues.

UNDERSTANDING MENTOR AND DisciPLE

Changing Myself Is the
Bottom Line

AIEA, HAWAII 4 o

KYODO

hough | have met SGI Presiden

Ikeda many times, in Hawaii, ok

Japan and last year in Florida,

do not consider myself qualifiedft
to write on the theory of mentor and disci N W i;.'
ple. However, | want to express what | fegg* N I ‘
about the mentor—disciple relationship —i 5,
how it has moved my life and activities. Aok ;_;' " [

In November 1975, when | was a sevel Ty T
month member, | visited the Hiroshimg, L b
Atom Bomb Peace Memorial. There | unj: l
derstood the core of President Toda’s a| T. W lT ’:
monition to abolish nuclear weapons anssess e
protect the absolute sanctity of life.

Despite knowing little about our SGIj: : A
president or the mentor—disciple relatiorf L et L LI L
ship, | realized there that the mission ¢
achieving kosen-rufu is deadly serioud |, y ' :
The Hiroshima memorial itself is a sileni) - W ¥ -
teacher. P i Y p {1

| burned into my mind the touchingllg . | :
black-and-white photograph titleghild f Y 9
With a Rice Balllt shows a little girl being { : " -
held in her mother’s arms after the bomt ot
ing: Only the girl, with dirty hair, a smudge w0
on her face and a blank expression, can
seen — in her hand is a rice ball. Som =
how the photographer captured her inn(
cence and fragility, suggesting the insali
ity of what had been done. Later, | woulChildren stage a die-in, Aug. 6, 1996, in the Peace Memorial Park in H1r0sh1ma They protest
use this as a mental picture to propel nagainst nuclear weapons on the 51st anniversary of the atomic bombing of the city.
again and again into youth division prop
agation activities. Upon returning to Hawaii, | developeding, be more responsive to their hopes, de-

As a youth division member, | starteda non-emotional, factual lecture on theires and sufferings and create better rela-
to feel compelled to read all of Presideriikken sect based on the Lotus Sutra, Budionships with them. This remains an on-
Ikeda’s works so | could grasp his manylhist history and President Ikeda’s guidgoing challenge for me.
different perspectives. | asked myselfance. | proceededto give nine to 13 lectures At times, | envision my new role to be
“What does President Ikeda think?” “Howa month from April through August 1994.getting out of the way so that enthusiastic
does President Ikeda view this subject?” Many people helped me to get the invinewer members can “own,” or have a
“Is President Ikeda romantic?” tations necessary to speak at their meetested interest in, their activities. Some

It is a privilege, | believe, to read an auings. And many said that | helped them rgpeople tell me that they see the leader’s new
thor's work while he is still living. | felt that duce their confusion about the issue, thable as empowering or entrusting the mem-
if | did not try to read everything, | would re-with their newfound clarity about it theybers. | feel this is an important aspect of
main blind and shortchange myself and mgould take correct action. being a disciple — letting others grow and
lifetime practice with him. | endeavored to At the same time, through my studiesry out their new ideas.
use whatever | learned for all the membersf President Ikeda’s various speeches, | For me, putting the mentor—disciple re-
as| participated in Gajokai and Soka Grouffelt that he was alluding to a so-called ditationship into practice is the question of

rect fusion periodDirect fusionis a term whether | can fundamentally change my-
his proved very beneficial when thd use to indicate a time when the universaelf in front of the Gohonzon as new cir-
“Nikken phenomena” occurred. Be-Buddhism of Nichiren Daishonin fusescumstances in life emerge and evolve.
cause of my study of Nichiren Daishonin’sand melds with American culture. BothChanging myself is the bottom line. The
works, as well as President Ikeda’s manthe organization and the country willmentor—disciple relationship is a lifetime
books and speeches, the emotional argchange somewhat. | envision a networkgrocess of changing yourself —what your
ments about the Nikken sect, pro or corype, rather than hierarchical organizatioriife is like at the end is the result of this.
did not affect me, no matter how bad thevith facilitators who make others feel |donotsee this process of changing my-
overall situation appeared to be. | had atomfortable rather than leaders who takeelf as any different from the valiant strug-
ready decided to be a disciple of Presideattop-down, directive approach. gles and victories that | read in our publi-
Ikeda at least 10 years earlier. The problem was that | was ill-preparedations. The children’s experiences, for

On a 1994 trip to Japan, the Nikkerfor this coming change he alluded to. Bynstance, which are simple and sincere,
sect was the main topic. The oft-repeatethanting, | realized that quickly changindorce me to make a staggering assessment
guidance of SGI General Director Eiichimyself depended on whether | truly beef my adult practice. Their geriences al-
Wada was that those who understodved | could learn something from eachvays remind me of th€hild With a Rice
deeply the issues surrounding the Nikkeaf my members. If | wholeheartedly hadBall photo that | viewed as a new mem-
sect should go to the front lines and infaith that | could learn from them, | couldber — which remains as a catalyst in my
form the members. become abetter listener, become more céifetime mentor—disciple process. i

Hl
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SGI President Ikeda made the [F==
following speech on receiving
an honorary professorship
from China’s Jilin University,
Hong Kong, Feb. 20.

ease allow me first to

ffer my deepestregrets

and condolences at thg
unexpected and very

sad news of the passing of thg
great Chinese leader Deng Xi
aoping. | met with Mr. Deng on
two occasions, and | remembe
as if it were yesterday his far-|
reaching vision for the develop-
ment and prosperity of China hq
shared with me. Many concur|
that his distinguished accom
plishments will shine in history
for all time. | offer my sincerest
prayers for his repose.

CORBIS-BETTMANN

university; Mr. Li Ling, division °
avtemn. Educating a New Type
of Individual
the goal of your fine university 1
by declaring that the unity of
century and the future. ceived a congratulatory messag
Now, in the presence of SGlfrom President Liu’s brother,
lead the great nation of Chinatop Chinese leader in the Greq
in the new century of hope. IHall of the People in Beijing,
the university’s president andgreat nation’s growth with keen
others have traveled all the wayinterest.

Dr. Liu Zhongshu, president of
Jilin University; faculty of the The late Deng Xiaoping placed emphasis on ‘the education of tomorrow’s youth.
cation, Science and Technology
of the Hong Kong branch of the
Xinhua News Agency; and hon-
ored guests:
Deng Xiaoping established
labor and education is the fun- | must also thank Mr. Li and
damental path for the educatiorother distinguished guests from
of tomorrow’s youth. | find this the Xinhua News Agency, who
a deeply moving, highly worthy have taken time from their busy
educational ideal for the 21stschedules to attend. | have re i
representatives from aroundChinese Minister of Culture Liu W
the world, | humbly accept this Zhongde, for which | express my,
honorary professorship fromdeepest gratitude.
Jilin University, a citadel of More than 20 years have
human potential destined topassed since | sat talking with ¢
express my deep appreciatiorvoicing my opinion that China
for the great honor bestowedwould certainly experience fan-
upon me. tastic development in the future
By rights | should travel to far surpassing Japan. The entir
Jilin University to receive it, yet world, | said, would watch the
from snowy Changchun, in Jilin  And today, many speak of the
Province in China’s northeast,21st century as the Chinese ce
to present it to me. | am deeplytury. Above all else, | am over-
honored. | will not forget this as joyed at the tremendous stride
long as | live. China has made. It goes withou

American educator John Dewey favored practical results and experimentation
in education. He supported China for its innovations.

‘Expressions,
is Moving!

areas of science and technologyaught.
One of your university mot-

Beginning in June, members’ poetry
will be found in Living Buddhism. Please send all
submissions to: Living Buddhism, 525 Wilshire Blvd.,

Santa Monica, CA 90401

tem. China, on the other hand,
was striving to change from the
foundation up —evenifittook a
long time to do so.

In other words, an entirely
new breed of individual was
beginning to be born in China,
Dewey believed.These new
Chinese would provide the
base for the emergence of a
truly modern state. Jilin Uni-
versity was founded in 1946 to
accomplish just that: to culti-
vate and educate a new type of
individual.

he following year, 1947, |

first met my mentor, Josei
Toda, the second president of the
Soka Gakkai. Mr. Toda was al-
ways firmly antiwar. While the
Japanese military crushed and de-
stroyed Changchuhthe beauti-
ful city of culture, academy and
forests where Jilin University is
located, Mr. Toda stood up
against that immoral, inhumane
militarism, utterly rejecting it. For
that he spent two years in prison.
He was a true champion of peace.

His wish was that the Japan-
ese join hands with the Chinese
people, to whom we owe so
much of our culture and Bud-
dhism — as well as with the rest
of our Asian neighbors, advanc-
ing toward happiness together.
This was the task that he left to
me when he died. My greatest
pride is that for five decades |
have unswervingly followed the
path set forth by him.

That is another reason why |
am so impressed by the acade-
mic atmosphere at Jilin Uni-
versity, where the bonds be-
tween student and mentor are
highly valued. Dr. Liu, who car-
ries on the noble tradition that
regards promising young minds
as precious as life itself, has
said, “All of the Jilin University
leaders are eager to completely
devote themselves to assist and
support new young talent.”

With more than half of its fac-
ulty under age 40, Jilin Univer-
sity is clearly opening doors for
deserving, talented youth. | am
certain that the light of Jilin Uni-
versity, aimed as it is toward the
first decade of the coming cen-
tury, will brilliantly illuminate

saying that Jilin University haswhich several representativeghe coming Chinese century.
made outstanding contributionsare with us today, is located ina The great 6th-century Chi-
to that growth, especially in thebuilding where Dewey once nese Buddhistteacher T'ien-t'ai

said, “The deeper the roots, the

After World War |, Dewey vis- more prolific the branchesThe
toes is “Seek the practical!” Theited both China and Japan. Itis inMajor Writings of Nichiren Dai-
American educator and philoso-teresting that based on his obseshonin vol. 4, p. 272). Only
pher John Dewey (1859-1952)yvations, he criticized Japan andvhen people learn the impor-
who also emphasized practicabupported China. He said thatance of firmly putting down
results and experimentationJapan, though it had evidencedoots to develop and educate
foresaw China’s fantastic devel-rapid growth, had only borrowedthemselves can future prosperity
opment many years ago. Inci-elements of foreign cultures andbe realized.

dentally, the New York Culture tacked them on toits own, with no
Center of the SGI-USA, from fundamental change to its sys-

PLEASE SEE EDUCATING, 13
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The following speech by SGI
President Ikeda was delivered
by Soka Gakkai Vice Presiden
Shigeo Hasegawa at the 2nd
Nationwide Young Women'’s
Division Leaders Meeting in
Tokyo, Feb. 10.

Happiness Lies
in a Solid Selfr

UPI/CORBIS-BETTMANN

ongratulations on this
2nd Young Women'’s
Division Leaders Meet-
ing! Thank you for trav-
eling from all over Japan to attend
today!
Tomorrow, Feb. 11, marks the]
97th birthday of the second Soka
Gakkai president, Josei Todd
(1900-58).
Like a compassionate and
benevolent father, Mr. Toda care e
deeply about the happiness anj4
growth of the young women'’s di-
vision members. He always urgeg
them: “Be bright and cheerful!
Be pure of heart! Don’t be de-
feated by your weaknesses! Mak
Buddhist study your foundation!”
How delighted he would
surely be to see all of you —
your lives shining with intellect
and courageous resolve to stan
up for truth and justice — gath- b
ered at this Tokyo Toda Memo-§
rial Auditorium today!
To celebrate this high-spir-
ited meeting, | will share a few
words as an expression of m i )
boundless expectations for youJawaharlal Nehru with his daughter Indll'a in 1938.
growth and future endeavors.
¥

Tagore Peace Award

| first met my mentor, Mr.
Toda, onAug. 14, 1947. The fol-
lowing day, Aug. 15, India
gained its independence. | stil
vividly remember the an-
nouncement of that inspiring
news. Fifty years have passef
since then.
Recently, India’s prestigious
Asiatic Society honored me by
naming me the first recipient of
its Tagore Peace Award. It giveq
me unsurpassed joy to dedicat
this honor to Mr. Toda.
The other day, some member
of the young women'’s division
international group presenteg
me with an outline of the Asiatic
Society’s history they had com-
piled and translated.
The Asiatic Society was es-
tablished 213 years ago in 1784
As the oldest academic institutdg
in India, it has contributed greatly|
to the renewed appreciation o
India’s cultural heritage and to
the country’s spiritual revitaliza-
tion. The Asiatic Society also es
tablished India’s first modern li-
brary, museum and art gallery!
Today, the awards the societyndira in 1959, seated in the presndentlal chalrmNew Delhi after she became the first woman congress president
confers are regarded as the courof independent India, with a portrait of her grandfather Mahatma Gandhi in the background.
try’s highest academic honors.

pendent India.

Prime Minister Nehru, inci-
dentally, visited Japan in Octo-
ber 1957, some six months be-
fore Mr. Toda died. | cannot
forget how Mr. Toda said with
great feeling at that time: “I
would very much like to meet
Prime Minister Nehru. I'm sure
we’d get on like a house on
fire!”

Making my mentor’s heart
my own, | have forged friend-
ships with many leaders around
the world, including from India.

Living by a Pledge

I would like to share a beau-
tiful story that took place be-
tween Jawaharlal Nehru and his
daughter, Indira, involving her
marriage in 1942. At the wed-
ding ceremony, with great dig-
nity and poise, the young
woman said her vows in a clear,
confident voice. It was a solemn
moment. Her pledge included a
Sanskrit verse that had been
added by her father:

Ifthere are any people in the four
quarters of the earth who venture
to deprive us of our freedom,
mark! Here | am, sword in hand,
prepared to resist them to the
last! | pray for the spreading
light of freedom; may it envelop
us on all sides!

What Nehru wished for his
beloved daughter as she stood on
the threshold of her new life was
not a future of ease and comfort
nor happiness for her alone.

“Do not allow yourself to be
occupied with such trivial
things! You mustn’t hide within
your shell! Turn your gaze to the
wide world before you! Fight for
the freedom of our people, every
single one! Fight to the end
against the devilish nature of
power! Life's true joy is found in
devoting yourself to a great pur-
pose!” — this was the cry that
emanated from the depths of this
praiseworthy father’s heart.

A life lived by a pledge is
truly noble.

This year, my wife and | will
celebrate our 45th wedding an-
niversary. When we got married,
Mr. Toda, who was our unofficial
go-between, solemnly urged us
to dedicate our lives “to accom-
plishing the great bloodless rev-
olution of kosen-rufu.”

The pink sari worn by Indira
Gandhi at her wedding, by the
way, was woven from cotton yarn
spun by her father while he was
in prison. Sonia Gandhiwore this
same sari when she married In-
dira’s son Rajiv, who later be-

During the administration of was officially designated an In-love for culture and awarenessemarkable leader. She was theame prime minister of India.
India’s third prime minister, In- stitution of National Impor- of the profound value of learn-daughter of Jawaharlal Nehru,

dira Gandhi, the Asiatic Societytance. Known for her abidinging, Indira Gandhi was a truly the first prime minister of inde-

PLEASE SEE HAPPINESS, NEXT PAGE
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HAPPINESS, FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

Nehru’s spirit— his undying
love and compassion for hu-
manity — was passed on to hig
daughter Indira and, through
her, to his grandson Rajiv ang
Rajiv's wife, Sonia. That spirit
continues to burn brightly in the
hearts of their children, Rahul
and Priyanka. %

Triumphing Over
Hardships

When Rahul finished school,
he wanted to travel. His father
recommended a solo trip to thg™ s
Himalayas. This was an exam{#
ple of Rajiv Gandhi’s strict fa-
therly love.

You cannot truly grow if you [#
are always flattered and spoiled#
by those around you. You mus{j
resolve never to avoid hardship} /
If anything, you should have
the spirit to go out of your way
to find and challenge difficul-
ties. The ultimate victors in life
are those who have undergon
and triumphed over hardships 2

Life is long. There is no need‘Nehru's spirit was passed on...to his grandson Rajiv and Rajiv’s wife, Sonia.
to be impatient. The important
thing is to steadily and surelyMystic Law, whatever may hap-will advance with that conviction.
build a solid self.

summit of kosen-rufu for the solid philosophy.
21st century. This year is espe-

cially important. Everything Aiming for

will hinge on whether you havethe 21st Century
the energy, wisdom and tenac-
ity of spirit to keep advancing Daughters are like the sun. If
up this great mountain. a daughter shines brightly, she

Nichiren Daishonin writes, canilluminate her whole family.
“The wise may be called Therefore, the importantthingis
human, but the thoughtless ar¢hat you shine, no matter what.
no more than animalsThe Faith is deep self-awareness.
Major Writings of Nichiren Faith is unshakable conviction.
Daishonin vol. 2 [2nd ed.], p. Faithis rich character. Faith is a
240). To be obsessed with thestrong sense of responsibility.
latest fads and manufactured In closing, | wish to say to
images and to let them domi-each of you: Without fail, please
nate your life is a shallow way climb the great mountain of the
to live. To be concerned only21st century during this impor-
about immediate goals and beant time of your youth — and
constantly swayed by your en-throughout your life. Continue
vironment is foolish. | hope moving forward harmoniously,
each of you will glow with vi- supporting the young women’s
tality and joy, reflecting the ful- division chief and encouraging
fillment that adorns the palaceone another in a spirit of mutual
in the depths of your life. respect.

Mr. Toda asserted, “If you | am always sincerely pray-
base yourself on faith, you caning: May you be blessed with
come to terms with things thatgood health! May you be wise!
you can’t come to terms with May you have courage! May
intellectually.” you be victorious! May all hap-

The key is deciding how you piness be yours!
will live your life and then de-

voting all your strength and en-1, sonia GandhRajiv(New Delhi:
ergy toward that. This is what Penguin Books India [P] Ltd.,

pen, you can propel yourselfinthe We have now entered a crufaith is all about. Thisis the life  1992), p. 20.

Since you uphold faith in the bestpossible direction. | hope yoicial phase in our ascent of theof a person who possesses a

MOVING AHEAD, FroM PAGE 9 Mr. King urged his listeners the prime point.”
to “get beyond” the issue of Rodney went on to say: “Mr.

quet with Martin Luther King color. King quoted from his father's

Il as the guest speaker, itmade “As he spoke, it reminded meessay ‘The Dimensions of a Perbody officer position? His mother

the other benefits of this eventof the cherry, plum, peach andect Life,’ saying, ‘Whatever
pale in comparison,” Elise said.damson blossoms part of thevork you do in life, even if

“To think that we would be ‘Orally Transmitted Teachings,’ you're a street sweeper, do youpresident of Franklin Elementary
meeting a man who positivelywhich speaks of mutual under-job so well that no one living or School. He won by a landslide.

impacts society in so manystanding and appreciation of onelead could do it better.” As |

ways was almost overwhelm-another’s differences, thus creheard this, | laughed to myselftance speech, Rodney thanked

school, he was determined to
make friends. What better way to
do this than to run for a student

I genuinely like and care for peo-
ple. I fully intend to use my legal
skills in ensuring that people in
my environment are cared for
legally. Whether as a prosecutor,
public defender, civil rights liti-
gator or a member of the legis-
lature, | plan on impacting the
well-being of the citizens of Ari-
zona as positively as possible.

helped him write a speech, and he
went from being an outsider to the

During his scholarship accep-

ing. He is a man who is carry-ating a lush garden of manythinking, ‘Gee, where have | his mother, his fellow law stu-

ing on his father’s dream, theblossoms,” Rodney said. heard this advice before?””  dents and his wife, whom he met Rodney’s mother, Earlie
son of a man who changed his- “lt was good to hear the spirit  During the banquet, Rodneywhile they were both in the fifth Mae Mitchell, has her own
tory.” of Martin Luther King Jr.’s gave his experience of beingashgrade at Franklin Elementaryideas. When Rodney was a lit-
Mr. King’'s philosophy dream being reborn in the passtudentin a newly integrated eleSchool. “She voted for me fortle boy she told him he would be
strongly mirrors the SGI's com- sion of his son,” he continued.mentary school in Bakersfield,school president in the sixthpresident of the United States
mitment to respect human life,“Mr. King also believes that we Calif. Although they didn’t know grade, and she has voted for mene day.
peace and equality. “There areneed to continue to move for-each other personally, Rodneever since,” Rodney said. Itisn’t hard for the many peo-
so many similarities about theward — not look at the past butwas living the same way thatwas After graduating from law ple who know Rodney — includ-
message that Martin Lutherlearn from it, continuing to ad- taught to the King family — school, Rodney plans to con-ing “street people,” SGI mem-
King lllis trying to send and the vance toward unselfish love andvorking in harmony with children tinue to help others, particu-bers, law students, lawyers, and
philosophy of the SGI that atthe unity of diverse cultures.of all colors and backgrounds. larly those in need. In his covemow even dignitaries such as Mar-
times | felt like | was listening Buddhism expresses this as the Rodney told how, despiteletter to the selection commit-tin Luther King Il — to consider
to SGI President lIkeda speak,true cause; from this moment onpeing one of only a handful oftee for the scholarship, heEarlie Mae Mitchell's suggestion
Elise said. making a fresh departure fromnon-white students at his gradevrote: and ask, “Why not?” i

EDUCATING, From PAGE 11 among the people. That is whyfriend individuals. of hope for the 21st centuryfriend of the Chinese people.
it has my respect.” All existence resides within that is adorned by the sublime, In closing, | pray for the
The Chinese premier Zhou In 1974, | walked across theeach individual. That is wherelofty presence of individuals greater development of Jilin
Enlai and his wife, Madam Hong Kong border, setting footall things begin as well. In fact,whose inner treasure tower ofUniversity, the glory and pros-
Deng Yingchao, whose friend-in China for the first time. A lit- only friendships forged on thelife shines with unsurpassedperity of China and the health
ship | will never forget, also tle girl asked me, “Why have individual level are real, brilliance. and success of all gathered here
strongly believed that. Theyyou come to China?” grounded and lasting. Please allow me to reaffirmtoday. Thank you. W]
placed their faith in me based | replied without hesitation, My goal has always been tomy commitment to that goal, 1 ¢ch hun: The cit d
on that shared belief. Premiemith utter and complete truth-nurture individuals, to createhere today with my friends from 'theacnzgpcitz;fndf the Jce'lgaflgrs\’;puf_
Zhou said: “The Soka Gakkaifulness: “To meet you.” That harmony among them. | fer-around the world, as a member pet state of Manchukuo between
has a broad base of supponvvas my goal: to meet and bewvently wish to usher in a springof the Jilin faculty, as an eternal 1933 and 1945.
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Por CRAIG DEROUSSE

LOS ANGELES

Para la presentacion de
estudio, realizada en el Centro
de la Naturaleza y la Cultura
de la Florida, el 17 de agosto

hay exigencias para reprimir

categorias de comportamiento al
azar. Ni tampoco un concepto de
pecado como lo conocemos de la
tradicion Judio-cristiana, asi que
no hay lugar para el concepto de

de 1996, durante la 3ra
Conferencia para la Paz de la
juventud Estado
Unidensa—Japonesa.

Buda-s, una persona que ha al
canzado la iluminacion.

lluminacién-s, un estado que s¢
destaca por la ausencia de d
seos o sufrimientosWebster's
New Collegiate Dictionary

ué es un Buda? De

acuerdo con la defini-

cion del diccionario

Webster, un Buda pare-
ceria ser una persona extraord
nariamente feliz, aislada de log
sufrimientos mundanos de I3
humanidad. Sin embargo, comg
nosotros sabemos por los eg
critos de Nichiren Daishonin, un
Buda no tiene nada que ver co
aislamiento. Nichiren Daisho-
nin y Shakyamuni, el fundador|
histérico del Budismo, vivieron
y practicaron entre sus discipu
losy con ellos, “sufrieron lo que
tuvieron que sufrir y gozaron lo

El Buda eres tu
El Buda soy'yo

culpabilidad. Mas bien, hay una
creencia profunda en la ineludi-
ble ley de la causa y el efecto; la
poderosa conviccion de que el in-
dividuo dirige su propia vida.

Una de las cosas mas grande
del Budismo de Nichiren Daisho-
nin es que a medida que lo practi-
camos, desarrollamos la fuerzain-
terior y la lucidez que nos permite
deshacernos de los sentimientos
de culpabilidad por nuestras de-
bilidades. Aprendemos a dejar
atras las experiencias que han
degradado nuestro sentido de auto
valoracion y desarrollamos la
sabiduria para nunca mas volver a
experimentarlas.

Las raices de la practica Bud-
ista se centran en este tipo de psi-
cologia interior y nuestra prac-
tica moderna del Budismo, sigue
latradicion de 3000 afios atras, de
lograr la felicidad por medio de
la auto-reformacién. Tal como
Shakyamuni, el Buda histérico y
Nichiren Daishonin, nosotros
luchamos por cambiar nuestro
medio ambiente, revolucionando
nuestro propio estado de vida.

El Buda es la vida

que tuvieron que gozar”.

A pesar de que NOSOtrod” w” T L S e S e S vt SRS U S SRNSNS S, o

podemos entender este punto ir

magico en el cual rayos de luzShariputray Maudgalyayana, sus sus discipulos, lo insensato quiotal de ellos.

iluminan todo nuestro alrededoramigos de mayor confianza y,seria tal comportamiento.
mientras nos elevamos de lajuienes de seguro iban a heredar Shakyamuni estaba preocu
Tierra en levitacion? De la responsabilidad de la Orderpado de que sus seguidore

cualquier modo, ¢qué es la iluBudista de Shakyamuni, murie-pudieran tener dudas que les llebnido, Richard Causton:

minacion? Examinemos losron sorpresivamente. Uno fuegasen a causar sufrimientos en el
ejemplos de Shakyamuni, deasesinado por un Brahmén y efuturo, por eso, hasta el Gltimo
Nichiren Daishoniny de nuestrasotro muri6 de repente, de unaenmomento, en su lecho de
propias vidas, para encontrar alfermedad desconocida. Sin emmuerte, les preguntaba repeti-
gunas de las respuestas. bargo, Shakyamuni mantuvo swdamente si tenian alguna otra
Nichiren Daishonin dijo que el compostura, continuando su viajgregunta, brindandoles sus con-
significado de la existencia de ury ayudando a los demas a libersejos hasta su Gltimo suspiro.
Buda puede ser determinado poarse de sus sufrimientos. Aun en medio de su propia in-
su comportamiento como ser hu- comodidad, luché por liberar del
mano. En el caso de ShakyamunSakyamuni estaba ya viejo ysufrimiento a los demas ayudan-
el Buda histérico, algunos cuento ébil para este tiempo y sabialoles a manifestar el poder in-
han pintado de él una figuraque su muerte se estaba aceherente en sus propias vidas.
romantica: dando laimagen de urtando. En su Gltimo viaje, el cual Tal como la historia de
joven principe que se convierte emlgunos creen que fue hacia s§hakyamuni, la historia de la vida
un buscador filoséfico de la ver-lugar de residencia, Shakyamunile Nichiren Daishonin también
dad universal. Sin embargo, la verse detuvo en la casa de uno de silastra el hecho de que un Buda
dadera vida de Shakyamuni essinceros seguidores quien prepando es un ser trascendental que se
tuvo llena de adversidades yunacomidaabase de hongos pathe aislado de las realidades mun-
problemas. Sélo después que pasdl. Desafortunadamente, los honelanas de la vida, ni es un ser con
una vida entera de dificultadesgos le provocaron terribles con{presuntas habilidades supernatu-
fue que pudo morir y no precisa-secuencias a Shakyamuni, cauales. Al contrario, un Buda es el
mente, en un lecho derosas.  s&ndole diarreay una hemorragiaer mas “humano”, es una per-
Ni siquiera en sus Ultimos diasjntestinal, estos sintomas, lesona muy “real” que, mientras se
Shakyamuni estuvo inmune a lagausarian la muerte mas tarde. afianzaen larealidad, exhibe una
pérdidas y tristezas. Su compor- Shakyamuni sabia que una&ompasion ilimitada y puede
tamiento en esos dias finales deeaccion natural humana, iba a secrear valor hasta de las peores cir-
adversidad, como en el resto de sculpar al hombre que le habiecunstancias. Es un ser humano
vida, nos muestra lo que significgpreparado la comida, por esogue experimentay demuestra los

Este proceso de manifestar nues-
tra naturaleza interna de Buda, o

potencial iluminado, es a lo que
telectualmente, ¢realmente lovivircomo un Buda. Durante esosantes de morir, advirtié a sus dismismos impulsos negativos queel segundo presidente de la Soka
creemos? o mas bien, ¢nos imagitimos dias, su lugar de resideneipulos que no le reclamaran nadaualquiera otra persona y, conGakkai, Josei Toda, llamé la “rev-
inamos un Buda como algun tipacia en Shakya, fue invadida pomporque la enfermedad que ldrario a la creencia popular, noolucién humana.”

de deidad o como un ser perfectonemigos y virtualmente destru-causaron los hongos, no tenia nadestéa interesado en la eliminacion La clave mas importante para
¢Nos imaginamos el logro de ldada. En ese mismo tiempo, dos dgue ver con la sinceridad de esde esos impulsos negativos sinta revolucién humana es darnos
iluminacién como un momentosus discipulos mas cercanospersona.Y repetidamente enfatizénas bien en la transformaciércuenta que todos nosotros, en el

fondo de nuestro ser, somos

Budas. Los mortales comunes
omo dijo el primer Director son, simplemente Budas ilusio-
General de la SGI-Reinonados; Budas que tienen que to-

davia comprender el poder abso-

luto de sus existencias-su
Cuando comenzamos a revelaidentidad como entidades de
nuestra Budeidad, no tenemosNam-myoho-renge-kyo-

que tratar de suprimir o negar

El Daishonin ilustra este punto

nuestros bajos estados de vidaguando dice:

porque nuestra Budeidad, de una
forma natural nos permite reve-
lar los aspectos positivos de nue-
stros otros nueve mundos — de
Infierno a Bodisatva—y a crear
continuamente, lo mejor para
nosotros y para los demas. Por
eso es que en el Budismo de
Nichiren Daishonin no hay man-
damientos nileyes que regulen la
conducta humana. Por ejemplo,
c6mo vive uno realmente — si
uno fuma, bebe o come carne —
es asunto enteramente personal.
Mas bien, el énfasis total esta en
aprender mas y mas sobre nues-
tra propia Budeidad, como reve-
larla y como hacerla dominante
en nuestras vidasTlje Buddha

in Daily Life[El Buda en la Vida
Cotidiana ], p. 76)

En el Budismo de Nichiren no

Si el corazén de las personas es
impuro, la tierra en que viven
también es impura. Pero si el
corazoén de las personas es puro,
su tierra también lo serd. No
existen dos tierras que sean una
pura y otra impura en si mis-
mas. La Unica diferencia yace
en el bien o el mal de nuestros
corazones.

Lo mismo pasa con un Buda y
un mortal comdn. Mientras uno
estailusionado, es llamado un mor-
tal comun pero cuando se ha ilu-
minado, sele llamaun Buda. Unes-
pejo empafiado, si se pule, brillara
como unajoya. Un corazon, que en
el presente esté nublado por ilu-
siones originadas por la obscuridad
innata de lavida, es como un espejo

POR FAVOR VEA BUDA, pic. 15
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3;Qué Es el ‘Gohonzon Dentro de Nuestras Vidas’?

suprema de la vida y la muertevidas y el Gohonzon. Al despertar
a esta realidad, es natural que tam-

Budeidad, como un principio
basico que funciona dentro de (MW-1, 22)
nuestra existencia cotidiana. bién deseemos sacar a relucir este
Este principio fundamentalen Desde el punto de vista magotencial de los demés. Eso quiere
el Budismo es Nam-myoho- profundo, Shakyamuniy el Sutradecir que, espontaneamente co-
renge-kyoy es la base para ambagel Loto en esta cita se refiere anenzamos a propagarlaLey ame-
el Gohonzon en nuestro altar y eiNam-myoho-renge-kyo Nichi- dida que comprendemos que esta
Gohonzon dentro de nuestrasen” inscrito a lo largo del centrointrinseca naturaleza de Buda es el
vidas. Podemos decir que ambodel Gohonzon. “Nosotros, per-lazo que nos une como seres hu-
comparten la misma naturalezaonas comunes” se refiere a lananos — mas alla de las diversi-
de Buda. Budeidad que existe dentro delades superficiales de la raza, la
Nichiren Daishonin des- nuestras vidas. Al decir que “noculturay hasta creencias religiosas.
cribio esto en “La herencia de lasomos diferentes en modo alguno La naturaleza de Buda es el
sefia existe dentro de nosotro<Ted Morino Ley suprema de laVida” cuandoni estamos separados unos desoro fundamental que nosotros
La mayoria de nosotros enten escribio: otros, " el Daishonin declara quetenemos en comun, con el medio
demos este concepto intelectonces ¢como es posible que el el mismo potencial infinito repre- ambiente y el ilimitado universo
tualmente, porque es la enGohonzon pueda existir dentro Shakyamuni quien alcanz6 lasentado en el Gohonzon existenismo. Tener fe en este punto es el
seflanza basica de nuestrde nuestra vida? iluminacion incontables eonesdentro de nosotros. En lo mas prosignificado de la palabranamuy es
practica. Aln asi, es erréneo pensar que atras, el Sutra del Loto que confundo de nuestro ser, cada uno de clave para extraer la sabiduria
Sin embargo, a medida quesl Gohonzon entronizado en el duce a todas las personas a Inosotros posee el poder de rompeue yace dentro de nosotros; es en
vamos en el sube y baja de la vidaaltar representa un estado de vida Budeidad, y nosotros, las per-abarrera de nuestras limitacionesi “heredar la Ley suprema de la
tenemos la tendencia de juzgarfuera del alcanze de las personas sonas s comunes, no somoy progresar continuamente haciaida y la muerte,” dirigiendo asi,
Nnos a nosotros mismos, sintiendeomunes. diferentes en modo alguno ni esnuestro bienestar y felicidad.  nuestras vidas hacia el valory el ju-
aveces que nos quedamos cortos Esto es asi, porque el Budismo tamos separados unos de otros. Nichiren Daishonin ensefi6 quebilo mas grande. WTl
de medida al compararnos con lao considera lailuminacién como  Por lo tanto, invocar Myoho- debemos entonar Nam-myoho-
imagen ideal de una persona “ilualgo separado de las personas co- renge-kyo con este conoci-renge-kyo con la comprension dgTraduccién del 31 de enero
minada”. Prenguntandonos enmunes. Sino mas bien percibe la miento es heredar la Leylarelaciénque existe entre nuestra@/orld Tribune pag. 13)

Por TED MORINO
DIRIGENTE DEL DEPARTAMENT DE ESTUDIO
DE LA SGI-USA

¢Cual es la relacion entre e

Gohonzon entronizado en|
mi altary el ‘Gohonzon dentro de
mi vida'?

Cuando hablamos acercg
del “Gohonzon dentro de
nuestras vidas.” Generalment
nos referimos a la iluminacioén|
innata que el Budismo nos enf

herente en el cosmos. [Eso] sig-
nifica, establecer firmemente, la
fe necesaria para continuar avan-
zando sobre el sendero de una
felicidad absoluta e ilimitada,
sin fin.

Para entrar en la 6rbita de la
Budeidad, tenemos que abordar
el cohete que viaja en direciéon de
la propagacion de la Ley Mistica.
Este cohete de kosen-rufu es la
SGl.... Por medio de nuestras ac-
tividades, logramos entrar, natu-
ralmente, en la 6rbita fundamen-
tal de la[Budeidad]. Asi es como,
nosotros, la Personay la Ley [de
Myoho], llegamos a concordar
en perfecta armonia. (Abril 5,
1996,World Tribune p. 11)

Las creencias religiosas dedal enlostiempos del Daishoninreinas y reyes leones. La Soka
nuestras familias aunque noso- Los lideres religiosos em-Gakkai es lugar de reunién para
empariado pero cuando sea puliddros no las hayamos practicadopezaron a prestarse la autoridad dadividuos independientes—-de
se pondra claro, reflejando la ilu-pueden haber creado un sistemBios y a usarla para subyugar a lauenos amigos tratando de ayu-
minacion de la verdad inmutable.de creencias internas; una vocegente comun. Como resultado, lalarse unos a otros a revelar la
Manifieste una fe profunda y pulasita de detras de nuestras ment&anta Palabra de Dios, se convibudeidad inherente en sus vidas.
su espejo dia y noche. ¢Cémo lgjue nos dice que nunca podremas) en la Santa Palabra de quien la
puede pulir? Solamente entonandtiegar a ser un “Buda,” tal comoestaba profiriendo a los que est e hecho, en la superficie,
Nam-myoho-renge-kyo. The nunca podremos llegar a seban abajo en la escalera religios. siempre habré diferencias
Major Writings of Nichiren Dai- “Dios” en otras religiones. Hoy en dia, ya sea publicamente entre todos nosotros. Después
shonin vol. 1, pags. 4-5) Podemos haber divinizado, in-imperceptiblemente, muchas reli-de todo, que entonemos Nam-
voluntariamente, nuestraimagergiones todavia afirman el rol im-myoho-renge-kyo, no quiere
Esta “verdad inmutable” a lamental de Shakyamuni o del Daiportante que los sacerdotes juegatecir que vamos a ser otra Tina
que el Daishonin se refiere esshonin. Si nosotros divinizamos,en la salvacién de la genteTurner. Pero, como Tina o
que nosotros, todos, somosungue sea un poco, el conceptponiendo al sacerdocio entre Diogualquier otra persona que ad-
Budas en el fondo de nuestro sede Buda, se nos hace muy facil diy los creyentes comunes. miremos, porque entonamos
Pero, ¢en realidad lo creemos¥@inizar a la gente que ponemos Un punto interesante son lodfNam-myoho-renge-kyo,
Habiendo crecido en una culturaentre nosotros y el Buda, comgeriodos de la politica japonesa yodemos manifestar el poder de
Judio-cristiana, hemos reemios lideres Budistas, por ejemplola historia religiosa, los cualesnuestra propiay Gnica personal-
plazado, por lo menos subconSe nos hace facil buscar la seson marcadamente similaresidad para cumplir nuestra mis-
scientemente, laidea de Dios coguridad fuera de nosotros. Se nosluchos de los seguidores delon individual. En otras palabras, la Budeidad
la de un Buda; hemos reem-hace facil olvidar que en el Bud-Daishonin, sin duda, tuvierondi- Enresumen, la Budeidad no egs el arte de vivir jubilosamente
plazado los modelos cristianos désmo todos somos iguales. ficultades para creer que sudugar de destino pre-concebidocada dia, comprendiendo la Ley
religion, con el Budismo; hemos vidas eran tan valiosas como lata Budeidad es un vehiculo, eMistica de Nam-myoho-renge-
confundido la Budeidad con la [_n lo profundo de nuestra his-de sus amos, y mucho menos, quén proceso. El presidente de lkyo. Es el estado de vida en el
Santidad. toria cultural esta la estruc-ellos podian verdaderamente alSGI, describi6 recientemente lacual, todo sirve como un catal-
Mientras la Santidad es un estura romana de organizacion reeanzar la Budeidad. Actual-Budeidad, en esta forma: izador para nuestra felicidad.
tado de infalibilidad y perfeccion, ligiosa. A medida que la iglesiamente, en el Japon, la herencia de En nuestro viaje hacia tan
el estado de la Budeidad es deomana ganaba influencia y seaina jerarquia estrictatodaviiaex- Alcanzar la iluminacion sig- amplia condicion de vida, la
humildad y humanidad. Mientrasvino entrelazando con laiste en la sociedad. En el campo nifica que hemos entrado tran-carta del Daishonin titulada
la Santidad es un estado al que Igolitica, los lideres de las iglesiaseligioso, un ejemplo concreto, quilamente al sendero o la 6rbita'Sobre la Torre de los Tesoros,”
humanos nunca pueden ascenderstablecieron su organizaciéres el sacerdocio de la Nichiren de la Budeidad. nos puede servir como guia,
la Budeidad es inherente en nueson el mismo modelo feudal deShoshu, quienes con mucho La Tierra tiene su propio cuando dice:

BUDA, VIENE DE LA PAG. 14

tras vidas, esperando que nosda Europa medieval. Los obispogjusto se colocarian ellos mismos
tros la manifestemos. eran como principes reales y logntre nosotros y el Buda.

Las ensefianzas Budistas neacerdotes eran caballeros En realidad Shakyamuni y
son revelaciones divinas; las enreales, manteniendo un sistemalichiren Daishonin expusieron
seflanzas Budistas son los consespiritual que era unaréplica desus ensefianzas con la explicita
jos sabios y las experiencias d@atrén de las jerarquias seculardaatencién de habilitar al indi-
seres humanos que han reveladeudales. Los practicantes coviduo para que viva seguro de si
su gran poder interno; el poder denunes, por eso, estaban en el exaismo. El propésito del Bud-
transformar todos los sufrimien-tremo inferior de la escala, tantdsmo no es crear un rebafio de
tos en jubilo y nos ensefian golitica como religiosamente,ovejas. El propdsito del Bud-
todos nosotros a hacer lo mismomuy parecido a la sociedad feuismo es crear una reunion de

curso, girando alrededor del sol.
Y lo mismo el sistema solar.
Todo, en el cosmos, gira alrede-
dor de su propio curso, pro-
duciendo una armonia exquisita.
En el cosmos, también exis-
tenlos senderos de los diez mun-
dos, que incluyen el sendero de

Usted, Abutsubo, es un Buda
verdadero, dotado de las tres
propiedades iluminadas. Usted
debe entonar Nam-myoho-
renge-kyo con esta conviccion.
(MW-1, 30) TG

la Budeidad. Alcanzar la ilumi- (Traduccion del noviembre
nacion significa, entrar en la 6r-del 1996Seikyo Times,
bita suprema de la Budeidad inpégs. 14-17)
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Bringing the ARTS
TogeTher

‘We hope to see unexpected connections between all kinds of people and ideas.
— Salvatore Settis, Getty Research Institute director

By LISA CARTER KIRK search institute, the conservation instiGetty Grant Program director. “There’svho will come there to enjoy and study art
ASSISTANT MANAGING EDITOR tute, the grant program, the education ire power of [the programs] being to-and cultural heritage in an inspiring and

stitute for the arts and the informatiorgether.... The kinds of encounters arstimulating setting.”
rom its vantage pointin the Santanstitute — have operated apart. Theerendipitous. Runninginto someone on The seeds of the center were planted
Monica Mountains, the Getty Getty Center, scheduled to open to thide plaza or the tram or sitting down wittin 1953 with oil baron J. Paul Getty’s vi-
Center commands a view that bepublic in December, brings them tothem at lunch — all of this will spark sion for “the diffusion of artistic and gen-
gins with the vast patchwork ofgether in a campus-like setting intendeiieas.” eral knowledge.” In 1982, when most of
Los Angeles and extends into the futureo facilitate cooperation and communi- According to Harold Williams, presi- the tycoon’s estate passed to the trust,
of how we understand and appreciate theation among the many arts-relatedent of the J. Paul Getty Trust, “We intendhe question was how to best contribute

arts. fields. for [the center] to attract and serve a broao the world’s visual arts.
Until now, the many arms of the Getty “There is an excitement of being allpublic — people from Los Angeles and The answer is now perched atop a hill
organization — the museum, the rethere together,” said Deborah Marrowfrom around the world, young and oldoverlooking Los Angeles. W}

Courtesy J. PAUL GETTY TRUST (WARREN AERIAL)

Aerial view of the Getty Center. Clockwise from bottom left: the restaurant; the tram arrival station; the J. Paul Getty Museum; and the Getty Research Institute.




