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mswe | Scholars To Study SGI-USA
THIS WEEK
A survey OfSGI-USA, selves liberals or conservatives®ers,” Al Albergate, the SGI- nization up to this study, believ-
PERSPECTIVE What is the ethnic makeup of thdUSA community relations direc- ing, as Mr. Martin explains, that
Coming out of her fog m?dd?d after Dr. Bl‘y an organization? tor, says. “This will provide ob- “the interest of respected schol-
' Wilson's Stlldy of the SGI- These are just a few of thejective information for other ars in our organization can only
; guestions that a respected scholacholars and anybody interestetielp to increase understanding of
EXPERIENCE UK’ will be conducted by from the University of California in learning about SGI-USA.”  our movement in society.” This
Doing business with the UC Santa Barbara at Santa Barbarawillaskinasur- Because the accuracy of thevas the case with a study of the
Kingdom of Tonga. scholars starting next vey to be sent to 1,200 randomlyesults will depend on a maxi-SGI-UK by Dr. Bryan Wilson
8 selected members across thenum response, Greg Martin, arand Dr. Karel Dobbelaere, pub-
month. country. Dr. Phillip E. Ham- SGI-USA vice general director, lished by the Oxford University
HisTory mond, of the UCSB departmenturges those who receive the surPressin 1994 asTime To Chant.
‘The New Human Revolution,’ of religious studies, with the as-vey to fill it out and return it  Dr. Hammond, whose most
vol. 5, chapter 4, parts 25-29. ASSOCIATE EDITOR sistance of doctoral studentpromptly. With more than 90 recent books arReligion and
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Santa Monica, Calif., March 13 David W. Machacek, will con- questions, the questionnaire willPersonal Autonomynd The

We're aboutto find out alot moreduct the survey beginning nexttake about an hour to completeProtestant Presence in Twentieth
about the SGI-USA. How muchmonth. Most of the questions are multi-Century-Americashares an in-
time do members spend studying The SGI-USA is fully en- ple choice, with several short-anterest with Dr. Wilson in the so-
Buddhism? Why do membersdorsing this study. “Among other swer questions also included. cial and cultural forces that lead
join in the first place? What do things, this is a golden opportu- At a meeting last June, SGI-people to pick one religion over
members think of other reli- nity for a distinguished scholar toUSAs Central Executive Com-

gions? Do they consider them-study and write about our mem-mittee agreed to open the orga- PLEASE SEE SURVEY, 4

Life's a Marathon .., | Answersto
: Common
( Subscriptions
s Questions
'

MANAGING EDITOR
Santa Monica, Calif., March 13

The new direct mail subscrip-
tions system for SGI-USA pub-
lications, which began last
month, is well underway. The
system makes it easier than ever
for readers across the country to
pay for their subscriptions.
Naturally, as with any major
change of this sort, there have
been some glitches. But the sub-
scriptions staff wants to assure
readers that everything is being
done to identify and solve the
problems, answer people’s ques-

Loepy Gokhai 1008
: Sokd 1 -

For the eighth time in nine tions and provide the best ser-
years, Los Angeles-area SGI- vice possible. Indeed, many of
USA performing groups the problems have already been
entertain fans and runners solved, and the office has added
at the Los Angeles Marathon, a temporary operator to handle

March 2. (Above) The Dance
Crew takes the stage. The

the influx of calls.
Most of the subscribers’ques-

America Rainbow Chorus tions have to do with under-
sings ‘Hero’ as local standing the renewal notices that
members wave SGI flags to were sent out in February. The

encourage the appreciative subscriptions office staff offers
runners. these tips to facilitate the renewal

process:

e To renew your subscrip-
tion, you must use the renewal
form sent to you. Calling the 800

PLEASE SEE SUBSCRIPTIONS, 4
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weaknesses and to implement to the best of my ability|
Nichiren Daishonin’s teachings. After gongyo, | study fa
about five minutes. From these actions naturally flow a seek-
ing mind and joy of practice.

cause | sought to understand President Ikeda’s guidance|an Subscription Rates (subject to state taxes)

the Gosho in my life did | resolve my doubts and deepen my|  $15 for Three Months; $28 for Six Months; $50 Bureau Chiefs
understanding. Taking a strong stand against Nikken ang [or Oneear $85 for Two Years; $110 for Three Phil Simpson, Atlanta; Fletcher Dalton, Boston; Veronica Evans,
struggling with this issue has totally rejuvenated all aspects -~ Chicago; Terry Ellis, Florida; Joanne Tachibana, Hawaii; Dave McNeill,
of my practice. % Printed on 100% recycled paper Los Angeles; Cheryl Utley, Midwest; Robert Taliaferro, New York; Dave
o ) Shadovitz, Philadelphia; Chuck Evans, Rocky Mountain;
GAIL LOCKWOOD, Buffalo, N.Y. Copyright © 1997 by SGI-USA, JL Henriques, San Diego; Ron Baird, San Francisco; Bill Lawrence,

VOICES Moving Ahead After Divorce

eoecccoccee good marriage,” said the getting over the hate we may
. . . . French essayist Montaigne hold for a divorced partner, no
How do you maintain a seeking spirit after some 400 years ago, “would be matter how painful the past,
many years of practice? between a blind wife and a deaf helps us grow. Couples who've
husband.” It seems, however, that U.S. coupléds/orced have a connection, and by continuing to
Members of New York #2 Joint Territory respond: suffer no eye or ear problems, as nearly half of @lhant for the other person’s happiness, we expand
marriages in this country end in divorce. our own capacity for compassion, and we ulti-
For me it is important to always maintair People’s views on this trend run the gamut. Aately benefit.
clear goals. When these are accomplished, new book by Barbara DaFoe Whitehe@le Di- Every encounter ends with parting. Whether

| create new ones. Itis vital for me to stay vorce CultureJaments the effects of divorce orthrough divorce or death, relationships in this life-
close to the members and work side by children and warns that society may be too eastiyne will eventually end.

side with them. Struggling together to accepting the two-parent family’s decline. Other “The important thing is to overcome the sor-

make a happy life encourages and inspires books, likeThe Way We Arer The Good Divorce row that accompanies any type of separation,”
my practice consistently. Every day | fory say that divorce is with us and we should learn hdvir. Ikeda said in a recent dialogue. “The vital

tify my practice by studying SGI President to deal with it and its effects on children. Bookthing is to continue to advance. Do not look back.

Ikeda’s guidance. | have seen members revolutionize theirstore shelves overflow with guides for divorcedust forge on. There must be many reasons why

lives with daimoku and study dfhe Human Revolution | women, men and children. Other volumes urgeeople bid farewell to one another. People have

Using this practice to find answers to life’s problems is the reconciliation and a return to self-sacrifice and tréheir own thoughts and situations. It may be dif-

heart of a seeking spirit. ditional family values. Even so, experts on botficult indeed not to look back. The deep scars
— SUSANA MOROMISATO, Garfield, N.J. | sides agree that some divorces are necessary.within your heart may not heal quickly.

While some religions doctrinally oppose di- “Yet brace yourself so you can look forward,”
| try to make a seeking spirit my attitude vorce, such social concepts as marriage and He continued. “You have to advance, even a step.
toward life every day — to build on yes4 vorce are not fundamental to the Daishonin’8ou should strive to move on as if cutting through
terday, to go further than before, to learn Buddhism. Divorce is a private decision. Touchthe clouds in your heart. As long as you advance,
as much as | can about life and living. ing on the process of reaching that decision, S&tw hope will be born. The sun will also rise. Only
Wanting to continue to always move ahead President Ikeda has said: “I encourage unhappyien you continue to advance can you encounter
is based on deep appreciation to the Gp- couples to remember that, from the Buddhist peain even better, more wonderful ‘you.’A new life
honzon for how far I've come up to now spective, it is impossilbe to build personal happwill unfold for you.”
and how much I've changed. ness on the suffering of others. Such situations Our faith allows us to use any sadness or pain
— STEVE PIONTEK, Allendale, N.J.| sometimes require painful reflection and foras a force for our growth, so that we can go on to
bearance. But through that pain one can strengtreghieve our goals and fulfill our missions. As
During my 26 years of practice, | have and discipline the internal workings of the conNichiren Daishonin urges Shijo Kingo, “A truly
found three basic things that keep my seek- science.... Ultimately, those concerned are ablewdgse man will not be carried away by any of the
ing spirit alive: daimoku, caring for otherg minimize the destruction of human realtionshipsight winds: prosperity, decline, disgrace, honor,
and study. Chanting daimoku makes my that might otherwise result.” praise, censure, suffering and pleasurehe
life strong and joyful, and trying to help Naturally, even after such “painful reflectionMajor Writings of Nichiren Daishoninol. 1, p.
others become happy forces me to seek and forbearance” couples may decide to end a 886). Nothing — not the giddiness of falling in
deeper compassion, wisdom and courage. lationship. As practitioners of the Daishonin’dove nor the agony that separation can be —
For me, the key to keeping this whole Buddhism, everything is a source of our own irshould keep us from the path we have chosen for

process going is daily study before doing morning gongyo.ternal growth, our own human revolution. Eveour lives. WT]
Then, when | start to chant, | hit the ground running — my
mind is already focused on “What can | do for kosen-rufu/?”

— BETH POPPER, Englewood, N.J ‘With the May commemorative contribution

QUESTION OF THE MONTH: coming up, what is the significance to you of

In awordgongyoWhen | joined in 1969, supporting the organization financially?’

my district leader told me that gongyo was
the bottom line of this practice. “If some-
one is doing gongyo then that person will Please be specific and limit your responses to 50 words or less. All responses are subject to edit-
always win,” he said. This has remainedja | ing. Please send your responses and a face photo of yourself to: “Question of the Wantdh,”
guiding principle in my years of practice Tribune 525 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica, Calif., 90401. Fax: (310) 260-8910. Or e-majl us
During morning gongyo and daimoku, at: SokaNews@aol.com.

plan my day, determining to challenge m Deadline: March 24

=

1

— KENNETH BOYCE, Amsterdam, N.Y. World @}ihune Execuiie isher . Fred 1. Zaitsu

When the priesthood issue first surfaced, | Triblilnses(g-ggo;lgg)g%SSS)Uinshed ek . Managing Editor  Dave McNeil

I found it very confusing and it brought up y ) 1S P Assistant Managing Editor Lisa Carter Kirk
. A ly by the SGI-USA, 525 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Associate Editor  Jeff Farr

many questions. The general feeling in our Monica, CA 90401; (310) 451-8811; FAX (310)

Layout Don Sanders

area, especially from the people in leader- | 260-8910. E-mail: SokaNews@aol.com. Sub- Contributing Editors ~ Nikki Amdur
ship positions, was not to take sides. Itwas |  Scriptions Office: (800) 835-4558; FAX (310) Joel Drazner
e B 260-8970; E-mail: SGI SUBS@aol.com. Staff Translators  Jeff Kriger
very difficult for me to take a stand against ' ” ! TRriger
il wh | ldn’ it. Onlv b Periodical Postage Paid at Santa Monica, CA, Shin Yatomi
evil when | couldn’t even see it. Only be and at additional mailing offices. Chief Photographer  Gregory Nakasuji
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Fresh Paint Takes On

MAILBOX

Happily Ever After?

We rarely read an experience about happily married, male
male couples. Maybe an occasional pioneer who stuck it
with her military husband. But they are frequently abo
women who have escaped the cruel clutches of an abu
husband. Or a happy member and his or her same-sex

ner.

Actually, spousal battery is extremely rare. Domestic
olence usually involves unmarried partners. The typical b,
tered woman has children by multiple partners. The typi
“batterer” owes child support to several former live-in par
ners. It appears that the root cause of domestic battery
mutual lack of commitment, fidelity and responsibility.

Imagine you are a mainstream member of society. You re
theWorld Tribune You detect an obvious bias against trad
tional marriage. Would you want to raise your children in th
religion?

| would like to see some experiences about some hag
monogamous, heterosexual marriages. | would be intereste
the struggles they face teaching values to children in a wa
where almost anything (except character) is considered nor

— ROBIN BECK, Momence, lI.

Are We Truly Open Minded?

Open our minds and hearts through diversity. It sounds e
doesn't it? We all tend to think we are this way but are
truly? | questioned why thé/orld Tribunethought it appro-
priate to publish condescending comments that members
about each other when we so eagerly strive to develop the
itive aspects of each other.

When | read the “Mailbox” letters referring to the “Jo

YMD” comic strip | had to ask myself if | am open minded.

Ben Model (Oct. 18, 1996), says this comic strip “is misre
resentative of what the SGl is supposed to be about.” So tl
what is the SGI? Itis a home where we can be free to exp
our ideas, creativity and feelings, to enhance one another
to be accepted for our uniqueness so that we can joyfully ¢
tribute to kosen-rufu in the manner that best suits us. Thi
the beauty of our organization. Do you agree?

As Jessie Newburn mentioned [Feb. 14], | also applaud
now realize the efforts of th&brld Tribunestaff in produc-
ing a paper that reflects the voices and lives of all the tr
sured members. Itis a prime challenge to constantly cultiv;
our wisdom to encourage the Soka Group or anyone to
ticipate in activities in whatever way we can....

I don't think “Joe YMD” is intended for us to emulate hi
actions in any style whatsoever. If we open our hearts we
appreciate the contributions of others and naturally our liv
will blossom. And we won'’t be so offended when our view
are different from others. The “Joe YMD” comic strip has cr
ated a new opportunity for us to reflect upon ourselves o
again.

Thank you so muciworld Tribunefor printing the diverse
opinions of us all.

— VADORA YEATES, Atlanta

P.S. You go, Joe!

Letters printed here do not necessarily reflect the opinions
the SGI-USA or the/orld Tribune.

In the “Mailbox,” we will publish members’ comments
suggestions and questions as they pertain tW\tbed Tri-
bune.Because of volume, not all letters can be printed, b
they are all read. All letters are subject to condensation.

Please include signature, mailing address and telepha
number. Pseudonyms and initials will not be used. Send
ters to “Mailbox,” World Tribune, 525 Wilshire Boulevard,

a New Meaning

all the work of living my dream  It's all a matter of perspective.
of being an artist, when in afew My Alzheimer’s mom is my
short years, I'd have to pack it allbenefit. “| find that as the physi-

fe- away, like my mom and grandmacal deteriorates,” she told me,
ou By LYNETTE YETTER and get ready to die. “that | am becoming a human
ut LOS ANGELES “I'll help you paint the house,” being rather than a humaleing”
sive my brother once offered. “What My grandmother, with Alz-

par§ 'm going to paint the ceiling of colors do you want to paint it?” heimer’s, too, now praises me with
my kitchen nook the blue ofthe  “Oh, just leave it the same,” | the delight of a child and the ex-
i- sky. The bold orange and yellowshrugged, like the long-suffer-perience of a lifetime.
at-colors of the sun will outline the ing Eeyore of theWinnie the “You are so adaptable,” she
talhand-sized panes of glass in th@oohstories. said in a lucid moment, looking
t- bay window, the window thatcan  Staggering under those perme straight in the eye, “I know
is awing open on its hinges to let theceived burdens, | continued oryou will accomplish whatever
cool morning air tum- you set out to do!”
cadle in, scented with “Oh,” she caught
i- February L.A. flowers. herself, suddenly re-
is Yes, the ceiling will be membering her long-
sky blue; the walls a time training and turn-
pymagenta, a fuchsia, a ing to my mom, “but
d ideep, rich, red-violet we mustn't tell her
rldone that emanates a lifg that, for she'll just get
mabf its own. a big head.”

The built-in table Wow, | thought, if
and bench seats will be her dementia hadn't
the blue of the Sea of caused her to forget
Cortez on a summer’s her mental habits, |
day, like the blue of the never would have
asyhand-carved table and known that she ad-
ve chairs that | saw in that mires me; that the
shop in Mesilla, N.M. reason she never
saidihe center of the table f praised me wasn't
posvas a sunburst, primary Lynette Yetter because she was dis-
yellow with orange appointed in me but
highlights. the journey of consistently chant-because she believed that was

Oh, how | wanted that tableing Nam-myoho-renge-kyo to how to help me grow!

p- when | saw it. For when | the Gohonzon, studying the And my stepmother’s surg-
erlpoked at it, and its four match-Gosho and President Ikeda'sries are helping her to get
esig sunburst-in-impossibly- guidance, attending meetingshealthier!

anblue-sky chairs, my heart feltseeking guidance fromseniorsin For Valentine’s Day, | started
onhappy and free. faith and struggling to further de-a million daimoku campaign to
5is Quite a contrast to the heavyelop my compassion for othersfind my soulmate. My heart is
burden I'd been laboring under. strong with the prayer. Thank you
and had been lamenting about hav- Be like the sun, for the sunfor this opportunity to change my
ing to help take care of myshines on serenely even thougkarma in all areas of my life!
ea-Alzheimer's mom — and grand- not all of the stars will reflect ~ And the house, why, it's the
atemother with Alzheimer’s, too, back its light, and even thoughtype of home that | have been
arand my stepmom with her mul-some of its brilliance seems tochanting for from day one.

tiple surgeries. And | agonizedemanate only into empty space.... “You can have Buddhist
5 over the relationship with my The more you shine your light,meetings there,” my mom of-
carfex?) boyfriend. When | thoughtthe more brilliant your [life] will  fered. “Put your ceramic studio
esour relationship was over, 1become. — Daisaku lkeda in the basement. Teach pottery
s ached with a deep love for him classes. Why not convert the hall
e- and cried out with the hope, The sun has again risen in mycloset into a darkroom?”
nce'Somehow we’ll work it out!” heart. The fog has burned away, Hey, if | live to be 100, then

But then it seemed that to beand those burdens have becomiestill have 62-and-a-half years

with him, | would have to give lighter, like a movie prop rock ahead of me to make art, teach

up my dreams. that has all the appearance of alasses, and travel around the
The house, mine to live in heavy granite boulder, but whenworld!
since my mom moved into theyou lift it, it bounces in your  Yes, the walls of my kitchen
retirement home, was a monohands like popcorn. nook need to flow with an inner
chromatic off-white, like acold, Like it says on p. 33 ofhe light. I'll learn how to do that
ofdense fog settling around meliturgy of the Buddhism of transparent wiping technique
cutting off my vision of the dis- Nichiren Daishoninwhich we that’s so popular in the South-
tant vistas of possibility. | fearedrecite every day (as | translatavest — many colors layered
that maybe Alzheimer’s wasit): “It appears that we are liv- and blended in streaks that
utcontagious, and | would get it,ing in the flaming hell of in- mimic the antiquity of 500-
too, taking on the house full ofcessant suffering, but in actuyear-old wooden doors set in
nepossessions and responsibilitieality, we are living in the crumbling adobe walls; the lay-
letthat my mother had rescinded iBuddha land, wherenandara ers of paints, of history, of lives,
a blank-eyed stare. blossoms of blessings are conflaking off, revealing the conti-
Iwondered why | should go to stantly raining down on us.” nuity of humanity. W}

Photo by JUSTINE GRANT
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SURVEY, FrRoM PAGE 1 printing the questionnaire, the
postage and the technical means
another. Both find the SGI's rapidfor analyzing the data.

growth in Western countries of When the datais in, the fun of
great interest. writing the book begins, accord-

“l want to explore the possib-ing to Dr. Hammond. “Eventu-
lity that the path into the SGI pre-ally this [data] will take shape
sumes that people are somehovand what | like to call a story line
for some reason, dissatisfied withwill emerge — it will be appar-
the options that have been hisent how we wantto tell the story,”
toric,” Dr. Hammond explains. he says.

The Oxford University Press, Results of the survey will be
based on the success of the Wiltompared with the University of
son book, will publish the resultsChicago general census survey
of the Hammond study on theof the United States in order to
SGI-USA some time in 1999. see how the SGI-USA member-
While Dr. Hammond’s survey ship fits into the American reli-
was developed with input from gious landscape.

SGI-USA members, SGI-USA  Responses will also be com-
has no editorial control over ei-pared with those collected by
ther the questionnaire or whatBryan Wilson, which will tell us
will appear in published form. a lot about similarities and dif-
An independent grant fromferences between SGI-USA and

and lkeda, Rosa Parks, D
Martin Luther King Jr., Ma-} -
hatma Gandhi, Caesar Chave
Marva Collins — these ang
others have all lifted their
voices in the face of adversity
In celebration of Black Historyj
Month in February, Golder} g
Century Territory in El Cerrito, [l
Calif., chose “Lift Every
Voice,” known as the Black
National Anthem, as it's them
for a special world peace
gongyo meeting.Though

Month, the meeting turned ou
to be a celebration of life, as it ring,
various ethnic and cultural
backgrounds for the sake of
peace. “Lift Every Voice” is a
song of hope and victory in
overcoming life’s adversities.
— By Safiyyah Scoggins

Of liberty.

Let our rejoicing rise

High as the listening
skies,

Let it resound

Lift Every Voice
Chorus:
Lift every voice and sing Sing a song

'Til earth and heaven

marking Black HistoryAll chlldren attending the meeting receive a certlﬁcate of apprec1at10n

brought together people from Ring with the harmonies

Loud as the rolling sea.

Full of the faith that the  Lyrics by James Weldon Johnson

UCSB is providing funds for SGI-UK members. WT]
Sonya Brooks recites a poem by Maya Angelou at Golden Territory’s celebration of Black Hitory Month. ) °
Lifting Every Voice EX]JT&SS] ons
ichiren Daishonin, presi- - | .
dents Makiguchi, Toda Introductions

This line that is yours

in your palm and blood

is mine and your mother’s too.

| will lay this world before you, child
and between sips of lemonade,

will gladly teach you

how to judge the length of roads
from my front porch.

| am your elder aunt

and the prayers | weave for you

are in the expanse of universes

(which are inside you and are your birthright)

Remember your light within as you try to read the dark.

May you retain shapes and sounds

dark past has taught for your greatest use.
us;

Sing a song

Full of the hope that the
present has brought us.

Carry what you need to carry.

Discard what is not useful

Your journey is through eternity

You lose nothing

Grow into your greatest self.

When fear comes...

(and it arrives, for us all in various degrees)
Remember that victory resides on the other side of fear
And you can journey there any time you please.

Facing the rising sun
Of a new day begun,
Let us march on

"Til victory is won.

You are a link in generations
Treat others with respect.
But above all,

Respect yourself,

SUBSCRIPTIONS, FrRoM PAGE 1 able to report problems withuse the new subscribers forn
your current subscription, askavailable at joint territory offices
number will not speed your re-questions or report changes obr community centers. Indicate
newal, only delay it, as the ac-address 24 hours a day at (80Qhat it will be a gift subscription;
counting and computer key-in is835-4558. When leaving a mesthat way you — and not the per-
all handled off-site. sage, please speak slowly andon receiving the gift — will re-
e If, after you send in your clearly, spell your name andceive future renewal notices.
renewal slip, you receive a secieave a phone number and a de- e Only four forms of pay-
ond notice, simply disregard it. tailed message describing thenent are acceptable: check
e The forms available at problem. money order, Visa or Mastercard
community centers are only for e The Subscriptions SectionDo NOT send cash or use Dis
new subscribers or if you'vee-mail address is: SGIcoverCard or American Express
never received a renewal noticeSUBS@aol.com. e A 24-hour fax line is also

For the root is arrogance which makes us believe it right
to love others and not ourselves.

Do not be afraid to make mistakes

It is part of our learning.

Remember, the need for balance in your life

| trust you already,

and remember that you are you
and not me.

| am your elder aunt

My name is Pam.

— PAMELA PLUMMER, Decatur, Ga.

e Atoll-freenumberisavail- e Tosend a gift subscription, available: (310) 260-8970. i
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JEsse BocboNOFF, SaN FrRANCISCO

Sharing Immeasurable
Wealth With Others

His joy in sharing this Buddhism with people has brought him fortune in all areas of his life.

hen | began chant- Gosho passage to make my poinabout finances, have built a careenours to Nuku’alofa, the island Hawaii, confident that | would

ing 11 years ago, | One of my favorites is from “The over the past seven years as an isapital of the Kingdom of Tonga, overcome this obstacle.

was bankrupt of Swords of Good and Evil”: vestmentadvisor. | now represento meet with His Royal Majesty | arrived in Honolulu late in the

the three treasures one of the world’s premier finan- King Tauf’aahau Tupou the IV, evening and | went directly to the
of life. | was living in a hellish  Money serves various purpose<ial institutions; | am providing and his financial trustees, theNew Zealand Air ticket counter
swamp of pain, illness, anger, according to our needs. Theadvice and guidance to peoplgrime minister, minister of justice and told them of my dilemma.
poverty, loneliness, disgrace and same is true of the Lotus Sutraseeking to preserve and increasend minister of finance. To my They said, “Mr. Bogdonoff, it will
confusion. It will be a lantern in the dark or their wealth and create financialshock | learned they had alreadye impossible to board you on an

But today | am a healthier, a boat at a crossing. At times itsecurity for the future. | work with decided to choose another investinternational flight without your
wealthier and wiser humanbeing, will be water, and at other times, individuals with just a few dollars ment advisor. However, due to mypassport.”
standing on top of a mountain of fire. This being so, the Lotus to invest all the way up to govern-strong daimoku and sincere heart- | asked them if | were to pro-
the treasures of the heart, body Sutraassures us of peace and seents with tens of millions of dol- to-heart dialogue with them, thevide a faxed copy of my passport
and storehouse. curity in this lifetime and good lars at stake every day. Througtking’s trusted advisors changedvould they take me, and they said

I am blessed with good health, circumstances in the nexCi{e the power of daimoku and propatheir minds and placed their trustabsolutely not. With that big devil
a loving wife, three wonderful ~ MajorWritings of Nichiren Dai- gation, | have become so accomin me to manage tens of millionsobstructing my passage to Tonga,
children, harmonious familyrela-  shonin,vol. 1, pp. 123-25) plished at my job that my com-of dollars of the country’s national | went and sat on my suitcase and
tions, a comfortable home, an in- pany has me speaking regularly toeserves. started chanting to create a solu-
teresting and challenging profes- This passage always fills meall the newly hired investment When they asked me why Ition. | prayed for the Buddhist
was so confident, | told themgods to come to my aid.
about my practice of Nichiren
Daishonin’s Buddhism, the glory ithin half an hour | remem-
of the SGI and the wisdom of my bered some advice | re-
teacher, Daisaku lkeda. As | in-ceived from a seasoned business-
teracted with these high governman with interests in Tonga. He
ment officials | could clearly see had said that if ever | ran into a
the value of my years of trainingproblem in Tonga, | should con-
in the SGI youth division. tact his friend, the minister of po-

I returned home a hero for win-lice. After 20 more minutes of
ning this account away from otherdaimoku, | remembered his name
more qualified investment advi-and called down to Tonga to find
sors. My success was highlightedhim. It was past midnight there,
on the front page of my com-and the duty officer found him
pany’s worldwide newspaper. coming home from a late night

| have no doubt this victory party celebrating Tonga’s silver
was remarkable actual proof ofmedal in the Olympic boxing
the power of propagation in mycompetition.
life. However, | also have learned He had clearly been enjoying
from the Gosho that whenever wehis share of celebration spirits
bring forth our Buddha nature,when I finally got through to him.
devils will arise to obstruct us.  Itold him who | was and about my

So | was not surprised when,jmportant business with the gov-
after nearly two years of out-ernment. He agreed to fax up an
standing investment returns, therefficial memorandum of permis-
was a sudden change of leadershigion to the airlines, instructing
: — in Tonga’s finance ministry. Due them to board me with a photo-

A : to the politics surrounding the sit-copy of my passport and that he
Jesse Bogdonoff (r) with his client, King Tauf’aahau Tupou the IV of Tonga. uation, the new finance ministerwould take official responsibility
was seriously considering movingfor me while | was in the country.
sion and a terrific district full of with hope in my darkest momentsspecialists, many of them with farthe account to a major competitoit then chanted that he was sober
dedicated members and leadersind most difficult struggles. It more experience than |. The meswithout consultation with me or enough to follow through on his
all here in beautiful San Fran-lifted my spirits last August when sage | try to convey is the powemy firm. promise at 1:30 a.m.
cisco. | am a living testament tol received a call telling me | wasof faith and the spiritof caringand Again | headed back to the Next, | woke up my spouse
the spirit of Nichiren Daishonin, about to lose my biggest client. compassion | have learned here iSouth Pacific. Disaster seemed inback in San Francisco. She mer-

the mystic wonder of chanting Remember | said | was flatthe SGI. evitable. To start with, halfway to cifully got up and went out to

Nam-myoho-renge-kyo and thebroke 11 years ago? Due to my Hawaii to catch my international copy my passport and fax it over

great power of propagation. own stupidity and mismanage- y largest client is the King- flight to Tonga, right in the mid- to the airlines. Again they told me
Practicing this Buddhism, | ex- ment | had become desperatel dom of Tonga, located far dle of telling the passenger next tahere was no way they were going

perience a quality of joy and con-ill, unemployed and $25,000 inoff in the South Pacific Ocean,me about Nichiren Daishonin’sto board me. However, they were
fidence that | simply cannot keepdebt. In the depths of my financialhalfway between Hawaii andBuddhism, I realized | had leftmyastounded when an hour later
to myself. Like a good movie or afailure | chanted to get rich and toNew Zealand. Because of its clospassport back in San Francisco. ithey received the minister of po-
great restaurant, | must tell everyhave the wisdom to do it while re-proximity to the international | missed my flight to Tonga | lice’s official memorandum and
one | meet, “You have got to trymaining true to myself and havingdateline, the country’s motto iswould have to wait a week for theagreed to put me on the plane.
chanting and find out for yourselfa good time along the way. “Tonga, where time begins.” next plane —and by then itwouldWhen | arrived, the immigration
what it will be like for you!” Itis truly mysticalto me thatl, = Twoyearsago, againsttremenbe too late. | chanted intense
Sometimes | even read them avho knew absolutely nothing dous odds, | traveled alone the 1daimoku the rest of flight into PLEASE SEE EXPERIENCE, 6
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A Great Castle of People for the New Century

he passion and power of youtt SGI Deputy President Einosuke Akiya Herein lies the mission of today’s
will create the new century.” . : MNal »  youth division. Once a person awakens
These are the opening lines o wrote the fOHOWIHg article for t}}e Marc.h 1997 Dalbyakurenge, to this grand mission, he or she can
second Soka Gakkai Presider the Soka Gakkai study journal. without fail champion the cause of
Josei Toda's “Precepts for Youth.” In kosen-rufu in the 21st century. During
accord with this guidance, it has alwayslichiren Daishoninyol. 1, p. 115). stances. Professor Taga also voiced hige’s youth, the important thing is tg
been the youth division members who People the world over are watching t@incere desire for the continued succesmlish one’s inner life. By further train-
have stood up in the vanguard andee how the younger generation wilbf the international network and wide-ing and forging a strong self through
opened the path of kosen-rufu. Duringarry society forward. Entire organizatange activities of SGI youth. heart-to-heart exchanges with people
the time of President Toda, the youth ditions and countries, too, looking to their In his dialogue with SGI Presidentof similar ideals, itis without doubt that
vision, headed by the young Daisakwery survival, are putting their energylkeda, the leading Chinese novelistve can construct a grand, unshakable
Ikeda, was the force propelling the eninto fostering youth —those expected thouis Cha (pen name, Jin Yong) oftastle of capable people for kosen-rufu.
tire organization. chartthe course into the coming centurydong Kong said: “The SGI of Hong Youth division members are now
Nichiren Daishonin’s Buddhism is Cuban Minister of Culture ArmandoKong, upholding Buddhist ideals, hasvholeheartedly standing up in response
the “Buddhism of youth shining like Hart Davalos, who welcomed SGI Presissued calls for cultural exchange antb the high expectations of the SGI pres-
the brilliant morning sun.” It could be ident Ikeda to Cuba in June 1996, seésternational peace. Because their basident. And they are once again, with
said that Buddhism was from the outinternational youth exchanges as an inprinciples are lofty and pure, the grougipassion and power” like the youth of
set a philosophy alive with the spirit ofportant force for democratization. It wasas realized rapid developmentin Hongur movement’s pioneering days
youth. Shakyamuni attained enlightenbased on this conviction that Dr. HarkKong.” The SGI of Hong Kong has in-boldly taking the initiative to transform
ment when he was in his early 30s¢game to Japan to visit Soka Universitgleed been lauded for its contributionthe age. With this clear indication of
throughout his life he traveled far andand the Soka Junior and Senior Higho society; many people have higttheir willingness and ability to succeed

wide, tirelessly taking action with Schools in January 1997. hopes for the young people who are b this great mission, we observe March
youthful exuberance. Similarly, The task of overcoming the varioughe very core of its activities. 16, Kosen-rufu Day — the historic day
Nichiren Daishonin was 32 when hassues that humankind will face in the when Josei Toda entrusted leadership

declared the establishment of his teacl2-1st century can be entrusted only t oung people have the power tdor kosen-rufu to President Ikeda and
ing. From the youthful pulse in hisyouth. Professor Hidetoshi Taga of I change the world. And SGI youththe youth division.
heart, a world religion of the morningWaseda University, Tokyo, characterdivision members everywhere are pio- Aswe scale the final peak of the 20th
sun was born. izes the present as a time when theeering a new current of humanismgentury, already we have our sights set

The future of any organization de-global system centering on the nation ipaving the way to an age of the peoplen the mountains that lie ahead. What
pends on youthful successors, ofast becoming obsolete — and whernd a century of life. For young peoplecould be more joyful! Deeply reflecting
whether and how they will uphold andpeople are opening their eyes to the unie play an active role on this global stagen the significance of devoting our lives
put into practice its philosophy andversal value of human life. He furtheiis the greatest possible honor. Everyto kosen-rufu and of our individual mis-
ideals. Efforts to perpetuate a teachingays that the strength of youth lies ithing depends on the extent to whiclsions for kosen-rufu, let us grow intg
or belief without capable successortheir power to initiate change, take coneur youth, awakened to this keen reakourageous champions of peace wh
are, the Daishonin says, as meaningtructive action and understand antation, courageously create friendshipexultantly ascend from one ridge to th
less as trying to instruct wooden oreach out to people in distant lands livand conduct dialogue based on trustext toward the summit of kosen-rufu

o

1)

stone statuesThe Major Writings of ing under radically different circum- with people throughout the world. in the 21st

century. Wi}

Jesse Bogdonoff Shares Immeasurable Wealth With Others

EXPERIENCE, FROM PAGE 5 dhism, he was sure | needed to beight before, so | ended up givinghead in disbelief, saying my pre-
saved in the worst possible waymy presentation on a large, heavysentation was the most incredible
officers said | was the first for-  For three days we kept meetmakeshift flip chart. | had to carry thing he had ever witnessed. He
eigner they had ever admittedng to discuss the country’s fi- this over my shoulder like a giantwas amazed by the reversal in the
without a passport. nances, and each day the convecross about 50 yards from the treaminds of the government minis-
Once in Tonga | found that thesation — always sury building to ters.1shook his hand, smiling, and
new finance minister was avoid-turned to our reli- g G —————— the prime minis- thanked him for all his assistance.
ing meeting with me. Each daygious beliefs. He ter’s private con-  The fortune and wisdom | have
that | went to his office, his secre-was sorry that my It is only while ference chambers. accumulated these past 11 years
tary told me he was busy in meettrip to Tonga ap- . | had chanted all by supporting SGI activities be-
ings and would try to see me thepeared to be in carrying out my

wealth? It is nothing other than
the changeless law bfyohoand
our faith in it. It is our mission as
courageous followers of the Bod-
hisattvas of the Earth to prove the
splendor of its fortune within our-
selves and share the source of this
immeasurable wealth with many
others every day. We should never
forget the honor and pride of ful-

night to somehow hind the scenes has enabled me to filling this supreme mission. (vol.

next day. So | went back to myvain and thatlwas mission Of convince the min- achieve innumerable victories in 4, Jan. 12) Ui

hotel room and chanted to brealprobably going to propagation that sters — who, ac- my professional life. They in turn

through this new devil. lose the account. ) cording to the sec- made it possible to achieve along .
Then I wentback and metwithit was, he said, the I experience my retary of finance, held dream of purchasing a won Commemorative

the minister’s secretary again taesult of my lack had already de- derful home for kosen-rufu in the ntri ion T

try to size up the competition. Heof Christian faith. most p ro;f ound cided to pull the heart of beautiful San Franciscd Contributio o

in turn kept trying to find out my Much to his con- Sérnse of joy. account — that | this past November. Start Soon

proposal so he could pass it on tsternation | re- g . Wasagaintheright  But despite the remarkable fi-

the competition. But | politely re- mained cheerful one to handle their nancial success my practice ha The annual May Commem

fused and instead ended up disand kept telling investments. created, it is only while carrying| orative Contribution is fast

cussing life and philosophy. him not to worry, that he would ~ With total confidence I laid out out my mission of propagation
Tonga is a devoutly Christiansee the power of my prayer to the well-designed plan of action thathat | experience my most pro-
country, and this government of-Gohonzon. would grow their reserves overfound sense of joy, confidence an
ficial declared his deep commit- The following Monday, my the next 35 years to more tharvitality. | believe this is what it
ment to his faith. He kept trying last day in the country, I finally got $100 million. Again, after two means to experience my Buddh
to convert me to Christianity so Ito meet again with the king andhours of intense heart-to-heart dinature. | always remember thes
politely told him about Nichiren then with the prime minister, min- alogue, they adopted and themvords from President Ikeda’s
Daishonin’s Buddhism. He wasister of justice and the new financecommitted to my plan. Daily Guidance:
startled that | was a Buddhist.minister. Afterward, the finance minis-

approaching. Beginning
April 28 and lasting until
June 6, members may mak
financial contributions to
the SGI-USA through their
local organizations. Check
with your local leaders for
more information.

D

With little knowledge of Bud- My computer had crashed theter’'s secretary kept shaking his Whatis eternal and indestructibl
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t was very late at night, shonin espoused the princi-
but Toda continued speak- ple of the fusion of the law of
ing as if unaware of the ® the ruler and the principles of
passage of time: “Of the gw ”man 61}0 ”lzm Buddhism to correct this sit-
Venerable Maudgalyayana, uation, to transform this un-
one of Shakyamuni’s disci- happy state of affairs.
ples, Nichiren Daishonin By HO GOKU - ILLustraten BY KENICHIRO UCHIDA “In my opinion, the fusion
writes: ‘Since he himself of the law of the ruler and the
had not yet attained Bud- Volume 5, Chapter 4 principles of Buddhism in
dhahood, it was very diffi- ° essence envisions all the na-
cult for him to relieve the tions of the world prospering;
sufferings of his parents. lon it means that the prosperity
And how much more diffi- of each society and the hap-
cult would it have been for piness of each individual in
him to do so for anyone Translation of parts 25-29 of the ‘Lion’ chapter, as printed iS#ikyo Shimbythe Soka Gakkai's that society are in complete
else!’ (The Major Writings daily newspaper. Ho Goku is the pen name of Daisaku Ikeda, who appearsinthe novelas & n’iaticord. Government, eco-
of Nichiren Daishoninvol. Yamamoto. The events take place in 1962. nomics, science and educa-
7, p. 170). He is emphasiz- tion must all be returned to
ing that attaining Buddha- the people and utilized as
hood ourselves — our per- means to contribute to and

sonal human revolution —is the key to  “Their actions contributed immeasur-progress, but that progress has also redpport the pursuit of human happiness.
leading our parents and others to hagbly to distorting the Daishonin’s Bud-sulted in the hydrogen bomb, whichThisis the Soka Gakkai’s mission and the
piness and to creating a more humardghism and creating a mistaken impredhreatens the very existence of humankineaning of Buddhist social activism.
society. sion about itamong society at large. Eveand has struck fear in people’s hearts. “And this, Shin’ichi, will inevitably
“This means that any method of socialoday, the nam&lichiren conjures im- “Then let’s look at education. Educa-become a task that you will have to de-
development arising from Nichiren Dai-ages of ultranationalistic dogma in manyional opportunities for the general popvote your energies to throughout the rest
shonin’s Buddhism will not be a destrucpeople’s minds. ulace in Japan have increased rapidlyf your life.”
tive or aradical revolution. Instead, itwill  “At the time when these Nichirenistssince the Meiji Restoration of 1868.
be a peaceful and gradual process that heere pursuing their extremist platformSince the war, secondary education has
gins with dialogue, a process by which th#r. Makiguchi was proclaiming and become compulsory and the number nterpreting the fusion of the law of the
individual strives for self-perfection practicing the Daishonin’s true spirit anduniversities has grown dramatically. Bujll ruler and the principles of Buddhism
through human revolution. This is cleateachings. He worked among the peopléas that really contributed to people’§ll to mean a perfect accord between so-
when we look at the Daishonin’s owrholding many discussion meetings antiappiness? Though the number of unll cial prosperity and personal happi-
struggles. His life was always dedicated tdevoting his energies to solving the probversity students has increased, so has thess, Josei Toda could not stand by
the earnest life-to-life dialogue calledems that were actually making peopl@umber of people who are lacking irsilently and watch the unfolding turmoil
shakubuku—the spiritual and intellectual suffer. That is the proud and brilliant hischaracter, wisdom and knowledge. Thef Japanese politics, a sphere that had

struggle to awaken other human beingstory of the Gakkai.” pursuit of academic credentials has besuch important and direct influence on
“But so-called Nichirenists of later come an end in itself. people’s happiness. He encouraged sev-
times distorted the Daishonin’s teach- “And look at the international situa-eral of his disciples, individuals he had
ings, interpreting them in a nationalis hin’ichi Ya- personally taught and fos-
fashion. They abandoned the idea mamoto lis- tered, to run in local assembly
spiritual struggle and instead engaged j tened intently elections and later in the na-
invasions, coups and terrorist activitiesY to Josei Toda’s tional elections for the House

“For example, one follower of Chi- account, deeply ab-
gaku Tanaka was Kaniji Ishiwatayho, sorbing everything.
as operations officer of Japan’s Guartoda’s delivery grad-
dong Army in Manchuria, initiated theually became more
Manchurian Incident, which ignited theintense: “The reason
Japanese invasion of Asia. Anothethatwe are nowtrying
Nichirenist was Nissho Inougpunder to achieve the fusion
of the League of Blood, a terrorist groupf the law of the ruler
whose slogan was ‘one person, onand the principles of
death, and mastermind behind the asBBuddhismisthat gov-
sassinations of top politician and formeernment, economics
Finance Minister Junnosuke Inoue andnd education have
prominent business leader Takuma Damot been contributing
in 1932. Yet another was Ikki Kitayvho to human happiness
strongly influenced the young officersas they should.
whose attempted coup d’état in 1936 is “Inthe past, Japan
known as the Feb. 26 Incident. advanced with the

“Their actions represented a fundaslogan ‘Enrich the

of Councilors (Upper House).
Shin’ichiYamamoto inherited
this spirit of Toda’s to help ac-
tualize a government dedi-
cated to the people’s happi-
ness, and continued to send
candidates into the political
arena after Toda’s death.
After Shin’ichi became
president of the Soka Gakkai
on May 3, 1960, an enor-
mously powerful momentum
of propagation ensued, and
great strides were made to-
ward the achievement of
kosen-rufu. Because of this,
members began to ask with
increasing frequency what

mental perversion of the Buddhist spiritCountry and Strengthen the Military’andtion. Many smaller nations suffer in theform the high sanctuary of true Bud-
They were all destroyers and debasers iined the ranks of the world’s powerfulshadow of the prosperity enjoyed by thehism should take, and it became an issue
the loftiest truth. They were truly exam-nations. But though the state becammajor powers, their interests sacrificedhat Shin’ichi, having inherited complete
ples of ‘destroying what is exalted angowerful, how did this affect the lives ofto those of their stronger counterpartsesponsibility for every aspect of the
dragging it down among the base’(MW+1he people? The wealth of ordinary citiHuge gaps have opened between nationeovement from Toda, could not avoid
2[2nd ed.], 68). They perverted the spirizens did not increase. Rather, only a cein the areas of economic developmergddressing.

of Nichiren Daishonin’s Buddhism, tain sector of the population, the membe@nd education. The sad truth is that while Nichiren Shoshu continued to think of
twisted it, and tried to fit its teachingsof the powerful industrial and financialsome nations prosper, they often do so kbsen-rufu in terms of establishing a na-
into their narrow and prejudiced way ofcliques known agaibatsy really bene- the expense of other nations, and thébnal high sanctuary. The Gakkai had
thinking. Not a single one of them evefited. Then Japan plunged into its disaseven if a nation or society may enjoy afrespected the priesthood’s opinion in this
focused on the needs of the people, trieicous war. In other words, neither govfluence, the majority of its citizens oftenregard, but Shin’ichi was forced to pon-

to speak to them or engage them in digrnment nor big business protected dead impoverished lives.

der seriously whether this was in fact

logue, or attempted to spread the trulerought prosperity to the Japanese people “This, Shin’ichi, is the problem: ThereNichiren Daishonin’s true intent. The
teaching and accomplish kosen-rufuas they should have; instead, they brougtst no solid philosophy to lead the way irphrase “an imperial decree and a shogu-
They had all forgotten the most basithem great misfortune and unhappinesgovernment, economics, science and edal directive” from the Daishonin’s work

challenge: how to accomplish an inner “Andwhatabout science? Itis certainlyucation, no philosophy of life to show
reformation of each individual. true that science has made remarkabpeople the right path to pursue. The Dai-

PLEASE SEE LION, NEXT PAGE



8
MARCcH 21, 1997 « WORLD TRIBUNE HISTORY

LION, FROM PREVIOUS PAGE and building a high sanctuary would noi71). In other words, though we must that the Daishonin’s Buddhism is not a
require any imperial decree or shogunalbey the laws of the ruler of the land in state religion, any talk of mational high
“On the Three Great Secret Laws” waslirective. which we are born, we remain free to fol- sanctuaryis meaningless; it is an inap-

considered by some to justify the estab- In an age of democracy, when soveldow the dictates of our conscience. The propriate term....
lishment of a national high sanctuaryeignty rested with each citizen, kosenbaishonin also spoke of spreading the

But did it really? Law widely through- Today, the termational high sanctu-
Certainly, the Mahayana N out Jambudvipa — ary invites public suspicion and, in fact,
ordination platform that Sai- ; i : that is, the entire is a hindrance to propagation. For these
cho (Great Teacher Dengyo world. reasons, we will no longer use this term

had sought to have erected ¢ | , In light of these in our school.
Enryaku-ji temple on Mount  |# i facts, any idea of a The Soka Gakkai has also used the
Hiei during the Heian period | -~ : national religion or a term national high sanctuarybut as a

(794-1185) had been built by
imperial decree. But in those
days, all priests in Japan hat
to be recognized by the gov-
ernment, and in a sense func
tioned as public officials. Pri-
vately ordained priests were
actually illegal. The sanctu-
aries or ordination platforms
where these official priests
were ordained naturally fell
under the jurisdiction of the
state, and an imperial edict

national high sanctu- gathering of lay believers of Nichiren
ary was in complete Shoshu, this was only because Nichiren
contradiction to the Shoshu did so. | do not think it appro-
Daishonin’s spirit. priate for people today to criticize the
Making Nichiren Soka Gakkai for having used the word
Shoshu the national nationalin describing the high sanctu-
religion of Japan or ary in the past.

building a high sanc-

tuary as a national, With the launching of the Komei Po-
government-spon- litical Federation, Shin’ichi felt that the
sored institution Soka Gakkai had now left the harbor and
would only serve to was sailing out into the open sea on its
make this great Bud- journey to bring together individual hap-

would, therefore, have beer . ' dhism the property piness and social prosperity as indicated
essential for the construction of a single country. by the concept of the fusion of the law of
of any such facility. rufu would be simply the outcome ofThis would be directly counter to thethe ruler and the principles of Buddhism.

During the Daishonin’s life, the rule ofpeople freely deciding to embracespirit of the Daishonin, who taught theThe established political parties would
the imperial court had become largelWichiren Daishonin’s Buddhism. In light Law for the sake of all human beings. inevitably feel threatened by what they
ceremonial; though the emperor retainedf this, the contemporary equivalent of At any rate, Shin’ichi concluded thatperceived as the Gakkai’s increased em-
a degree of authority, actual governmerian imperial decree and a shogunal dithe whole concept of a national higtphasis on political activism, and would
was administered by the military rulers —ective” was the will of the people. More-sanctuary, which Nichiren Shoshu hadigorously rise up against it.
the shogunate — in Kamakura. The disaver, as long as the people complied witadopted from the late Meiji Era Shin’ichi had a premonition of the
tinction between official governmentall the legal formalities, filing any nec-(1868-1912) onward, should be corangry onslaught that would batter the
priests and privately ordained priests haglssary construction permits and otheected. To fail to do so would be to disGakkai in the future. But he also knew
also disappeared and ordination itself wgsaperwork, there was nothing to stoport the Daishonin’s Buddhism and invitehat the only way to truly contribute to
no longer widely practiced. Neverthelesghem from just going ahead and buildingnisunderstanding from society at largethe happiness of the people and restore

the building of a new sanctuary for ordithe high sanctuary. government to the people’s control was
nation would have required both a decree Itwas inappropriate, then, to conclude to advance bravely and unflinchingly
from the emperor and a directive from thérom the phrase “an imperial decree an n several occasions, including durtoward that brewing tempest. This was
shogunate as dictated by tradition. a shogunal directive” that the Daishoni ing their guidance trip to Asia thethe Soka Gakkai’s noble mission, a mis-
Itwas also clear that in those days, theas implying a national high sanctuar previous year, 1961, Shin’ichi Ya-sion that would bring about a new age
widespread propagation of the True LavBut was there anything in the Daishonin’ mamoto had told High Priest Nit-of triumph for ordinary people. It was
in Japan could only have been achievespirit to indicate that the high sanctuaryatsu that he thought the idea of a nationetie path chosen by those of lion-like
if the nation’s leaders — the emperor anghould be a national institution? high sanctuary was at variance witltourage who were ready to protect and

the military rulers — embraced that When the Daishonin returned fromNichiren Daishonin’s spirit. Eventually, defend the people.
teaching. This was another reason why a&xile on Sado Island, the Kamakuraligh Priest Nittatsu came to agree com-

imperial decree and a shogunal directivehogunate offered him land and a templgletely with Shin’ichi’s opinion and, in (To be continued)

would have been necessary to build &he would agree to pray for the safety ofater years, publicly declared that the con-

high sanctuary. the nation — but the Daishonin firmly re-cept of a national high sanctuary was er- I . )
fused. His decision reflected not oniy hisoneous, making the following statement} @M Ishiwara (1889-1949): army officer

o= and writer who was a member of Chigaku
rejection of support from those who slan- Tanaka's National Pillar Society.

ay and night, even while on thedered the True Law but also his determi- In the past, it is true, we in Nichireny Nissho Inoue (1886-1967): founder of the
road during his guidance trips,nation to remain independent as a Bud- Shoshu have referred to the high sanctu- Ketsumeidan (League of Blood).
Shin’ichi Yamamoto devoted dhist leader, not subservient to the state. ary to be completed at the time of kosers. Ikki Kita (1883—-1937): leading ultrana-
time to studying the Gosho and He even referred to the highest figures rufu as a national high sanctuary. But tionalist thinker who called for a recon-
researching historical sources and othef the military government as “the rulers  Nichiren Daishonin spoke of ‘the estab- Struction of Japan through a military coup
documents, constantly pondering thef thislittle isiand country” (MW-1,176),  lishment of the supreme object of worship {° eliminate the existing leadership struc-
h . ed: ) - ure. Was later executed for his involve-
subject of the high sanctuary. The Kaand further declared: “Since | have been on the earth’(MW-1, 81) for the salvation |\ 1ant in the Feb. 26 Incident.
makura period was very different fromborn in the ruler’s domain, | must follow  of all the world’s people. Nowhere did hes from a special lecture at the 33rd Soka
the present in many respects. Freedohim in my actions. But | need not follow  speak of making his Buddhism the na- Gakkai Headquarters General Meeting
of religion was now guaranteed to allhim in the beliefs of my heart” (MW-3, tional religion of Japan. Given this fact held on May 3, 1970.

Buddha: One who perceives the true nature Nichiren Daishonin gongyo: Literally, “as- ichinen: Literally, “one mind.” The life-
of all life and leads others to attain the inthe form of a man- siduous practice.” In  moment, or ultimate reality, that is
same enlightenment. The Buddha na- dala.Honzonmeans Nichiren Daishonin’s manifested at each moment in com-
ture is inherent in all beings and is char- “object of fundamen- Buddhism, gongyo mon mortals.

acterized by the qualities of wisdom, tal respect”;go means “worthy of means to recite the “Expedient Meanskarma: Sanskrit word meaning “action.]
courage, compassion, spiritual strength, honor.” TheGohonzonakes the formof  (2nd) chapter and the “Life Span of the The life tendency or destiny that each

hope and unshakable happiness. a paper scroll inscribed with Chinese Tathagata” (16th) chapter of the Lotus individual creates through thoughts,
daimoku: Literally, “title.” Refers to the in- and two Sanskrit characters. Together, Sutra and chant Nam-myoho-renge- words and deeds. One’s actions in the

vocation, or chanting, of Nam-myoho- these characters represent life in its kyo in front of the Gohonzon. past have shaped one’s reality at pre-

renge-kyo. highest condition: Buddhahood. “Nam-Gosho: Literally, “writing worthy of sent, and actions in the present deter-
Gohonzon:The embodiment of the law of ~ myoho-renge-kyo, Nichiren”is written  great respect”: the writings of Nichiren  mine in turn one’s future. This is the

Nam-myoho-renge-kyo and the life of down the center of the Gohonzon. Daishonin. law of cause and effect at work.
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The Best

Daughter

I Can Be

SGI-USA YOUTH DIVISION STUDY COMMITTEE

Even strangers were rewarded
when they came together and
treated someone as a parent.
How much more so will be the
case with actual brothers and
sisters when they treat each
other kindly and take care of
their own father and mother!
(The Major Writings of Nichiren
Daishonin, vol. 6, pp. 72-73)

have seen many references by

Nichiren Daishonin to parents, bu
| found this letter to Shijo Kingo es-
pecially meaningful. Nichiren tells
the story of young men who adopt a|
older woman, caring for her as thei
own mother, and the benefits the
then receive.

Although | have always consid-
ered myself fortunate to have the pal

ents | do, like many young adults | be-

came increasingly critical of them
with age. This tension in our rela:
tionship increased around the time
encountered this Buddhism. | imme
diately shared Buddhism with them
they were uninterested andignoredi
Recently | decided to relocate
across the country and acceptnewn
sponsibility in the SGI-USA. |
wanted to share my excitement witl

my parents, but they were concerned

| was making a mistake. \We had se

eral difficult phone calls where I tried

to convince them otherwise.
Finally, in tears in front of the Go-

honzon, | determined to show them

with my life that | was doing the
right thing. Instead of focusing on
what | wanted from them, | looked
for what | could give them to help
ease their concerns. | arranged
visitthem during my move, and they
were comforted by seeing my con
fidence in this new opportunity.
During a recent trip to Japan,
wrote a memo about my family tg
President Ikeda, who replied with
gifts for my parents. A vice presiden
told me, “Even though your parent

[
5
don't practice, please cherish them
m

and be the best daughtertothem.” | a|
determined to treat them with this kin
of appreciation, to take care of thel

[

n
r

r

h

(0]

as Nichiren teaches. Through my ex-

ample, my parents will without doub
come to appreciate my practice
and most important, become hap
through my happiness. Wl

UNDERSTANDING MENTOR AND DiscIPLE

If Everyone’s Equal, Why Do

We Need a Mentor?

By EDMOND LEE

PULLMAN, WASH.

give me hope; I try to follow his guidance But | kept chanting daimoku and
and put it into practice in my daily life. studying President Ikeda’s guidance. In

| came to the United States fromTrhe New Human Revolutiorl. 2, Pres-
hen | was in high school, Malaysia to go to school here, receivingdent Ikeda writes: “When people actually
my English teacher alwaysmy undergraduate degree in economigrake effort to accomplish something,
guided me, encouraged mdérom Washington State University in thethey will often be confronted by a situa-
and corrected my mistakessummer of 1995. | wanted to go on tdion or difficulties they never anticipated.
She once said, “Keep up the good wor§raduate school, but | only had enoughet, such real experience is priceless to-
and continue to study hard.” | feel verymoney to last one semester. The only wayard developing genuine ability.” On an-
grateful to her; this experience was intcould continue going to school after thabther occasion, President Ikeda said, “The

strumental in leading me to seek a
mentor in life.

Buddhism emphasizes the one
ness of mentor and disciple. SG
President Ikeda explains this i
The New Human Revolutievith
the relationship of Hironori
Kawanaka, a Kyushu leader, ang
Shin’ichi Yamamoto:

[Kawanaka] modeled his behavior|
after that of Shin’ichi, whom he
looked up to as his mentor; in an
situation, he would ask himself
what Shin’ichi would do if
Shin’ichi were in his place. In other
words, he did not stand looking to-|
ward his mentor, thinking of him-
self as one of the crowd; he insteay
strove to live side by side with his
mentor, facing the same directioni
which his mentor's gaze was fo-|*
cused. (vol. 4, chapter 3) L ;
| -

Of course, the oneness of meng &

tor and disciple doesn’t mean tha?
the disciple merely copies th
mentor. Rather, the disciple take{"
action with a deep understanding

of the mentor’s intention. The & 7/ S

Soka Gakkai was establishecTo win a soccer match, team players must learn from the

based on this spirit of the onenescoach and fulfill their roles.
of mentor and disciple. Josei Toda,

Photo by JONATHAN WILSON

key to victory is to conquer one’s
inner weakness.” Following these
words of encouragement, | began
to fight against my inner weak-
ness. | learned notto give up in any
endeavor. The result was that
Washington State University re-
newed my assistantship — | will
finish graduate school without
paying anything! I have to express
my gratitude for this Buddhism,
and a millionfold appreciation to
President lkeda, who is always
guiding and helping me.

In Buddhism, everyone is
equal. So why do we need a men-
tor? The oneness of mentor and
disciple explains this. Let's use an
analogy for it: the roots of a plant
and the nutrients they absorb. To
deepen our roots of faith, we must
absorb nutrients (chanting, study-
ing the Gosho, reading President
Ikeda’s guidance). The plant of
our lives will bear beautiful fruit
when it absorbs these nutrients. If
we stop supplying nutrients to the
roots, though, the plant will wither
and be uprooted by a strong wind.

In soccer, teams often have a
player/coach, who is the manager
of the team as well as a player on
the team. To win a match, the other

the second Soka Gakkai president, wasgas if | received an assistantship. Soteam players must be well-trained by the
President Makiguchi’s young disciplebegan graduate school at Washingtomentor and learn from him or her.

when the Soka Gakkai was founded iState without an assistantship, using up Mentor and disciple work together,
1930. | have no doubt the reason the S@&ie last of my money. At the same time, €ach with his or her own role in winning
organization now has members in 128ent out applications to 12 other univerthe match; disciples completely share the
countries is because President |kedsties, hoping to get an assistantship at onesponsibility with their mentor.

firmly inherited the vision of his mentor, of them.
Josei Toda.

As | said, | was determined to seek
mentor in life, someone who could guide

So what | have learned is that the
flower of kosen-rufu will blossom as the
his was a very difficult time for me. | strength of the oneness of mentor and dis-
really wanted to stay in the Unitedciple expands.

me and tell me how to live a happy life States and continue my education, so | de- | am very happy that | have found a

how to fear no obstacles. | was introducegbted more time to chanting. | read Presnentor in life.

to this Buddhism in 1989. Although lident lkeda’s guidance with a renewe

Wil

heard President lkeda’s name mentionextnse of passion as a disciple. Then son|
many times at meetings, it wasn’t until thing very fortunate for me happened: My
began reading his guidance in the publdepartment offered me one semester
cations that | affirmed for myself that lassistantship, which meant | didn’t hav
had found my mentor in life. to pay anything for that semester. Neve

Although | have not met Presidentheless, my goal was to get into anothg
Ikeda in person, he seems to always hmiversity. | received replies to the 12 1 ap
with me. Reading his guidance in theplied to, butin every case, | was either r¢
World Tribuneor Living Buddhisnis like  jected or not offered an assistantship. M
reading a letter addressed to me persolife condition was so low. My feelings

Questions,
Questions, Questions

Do you have questions on Bud
dhism, faith or the organization?
Send your questions to tiworld
Tribunefor our bi-weekly Q-and-A
column. Thanks for your support.

ally. These “letters” encourage me angere hurt something awful.
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SGI President Ikeda gave the
following speech at the 1st
session of day two of the All-
Japan Representative Leaders
Conference, Feb. 1.

In Shakyamuni’s later years,
the tiny kingdom of the Shakyas,
which is said to have been lo-
cated in present-day Nepal, was
attacked and conquered by the
great kingdom Kosala. This was
one of the nine great ordeals suf-
fered by Shakyamuni, who was
a prince of the Shakya royal
family before renouncing the
world.

One day, a leader of the
Shakya clan said to the ruthless
King Virudhaka of Kosala, who
had attacked them: “King, |
want you to listen to just one re-
quest. | will dive into the pond.
While | am submerged, | want
you to open the doors of the cas-
tle and let my people out.”

The king thought he could
safely grant this, as the man
could only be submerged for a
few minutes. It is also possible
that the king conceded because
the man was a relative. How-
ever, once the man was sub-
merged, he remained there fora

he Japanese entertainer

and writer Musei Toku-

gawa (1894-1971) was

one of the greatest sto-
rytellers of his time. His dramatic
reading of the noveMiyamoto
Musasht during the 1940s on the
nationwide radio station NHK
captured the imagination of the
entire nation.

In August 1957, Josei Toda,
the second Soka Gakkai presi-
dent, held a frank, lively dia-
logue with Musei, as he was
popularly known to Japanese
audiences, which was pub-
lished in a leading magazine at
the time. President Toda’s
inimitable skill as a conversa-
tionalist left even Musei full of
admiration.

‘Who Are You J Gl long time. In the interval, more
Calling a Ham?? h g’ / ) o and more people were set free.
Musei Tokugawa (1894-1971), a renowned Japanese storyteller, told of a Kabuki actor who used Finally, thinking it strange
Musei wrote a book called quick wit and skillful speech to win over an audience that had begun to mercilessly heckle him. that the man did not resurface,
The Art of Speakinig which he the king ordered a subordinate to

check the pond. What did he

discusses the art of winning peo
find? The man had undone the
topknot on his head, tied his hair

ple’s hearts through speech an

conversational skills. In it, he

shares an anecdote about a ce to atree root at the bottom of the
denly, the audience bombarde According to some historical
nerve at such merciless heck elsewhere.

manding with a haughty flour-  To remain silent means de-Law, the more we wash awayup charges being perpetratedruistic devotion is intrinsic to

tain Kabuki acto?. pond and drowned himself, sac-
him with derisive cries of sources, the members of the
ling. However, this actor splen-quence of being able to expressame time, the greater thecaused problems for President This selfless spiritis found in
ish, “Who is it that you call a feat. The Soka Gakkai and thehe karmic stains of our pastagainst countless innocent peohumanity. It is the inner cry: “I

The actor was performing a rificing his life to buy time for
“Ham! Ham!” A faint-hearted Shakya clan who escaped that
didly incorporated a retort into oneself admirably is like a dia-abuse and criticism we sufferToda. | stood up to prevent thea comrade’s loyalty to another,

play in Nagoya, Japan. Sud- f l T H his people’s lives.
actor would easily have lost his n r t E rUt time later built a new kingdom
the part he was playing, de-mond.® That was his credo.  as a result of embracing thenjustice of arrest on trumped-in a parent’s love for a child. Al-

ham?” then striking a magnifi- SGI's strength lies in the dia-offenses and the more oumple like myself. will fight to the last moment. |
cent Kabuki pose. mond-like eloquence of ordinaryBuddhahood shines through.  During the trial, like a true will offer my life to give you
Unimpressed, the audiencepeople, forged and tempered by young lion of the Soka Gakkai, more time. So | ask that each of
shot back, “Itis you!” Not miss- telling others about Nichiren ‘Be As Fearless | spoke the truth and appealegou strive wholeheartedly to de-
ing a beat, the actor then criedaishonin’s Buddhism. As Nichiren? for justice. In January 1962, thevelop yourselves, to advance
out powerfully — with just the  Asleaders, itis vital that you court returned a verdict of notand, most of all, to carry on my

right touch of humorous pathosalways remember why you Nichiren Daishonin asserts,guilty and complete victory was vision.”

— “Oh no, it is me...?!” Once speak at meetings. It is not forlt is important to speak with achieved that February [whenit This is the spirit with which

more he struck a majestic posethe sake of merely sayingeven greater conviction to thosevas confirmed that the prosecud devote myself to the growth of

At this amusing response, thesomething, but so that all carwho slander [the Mystic Law]” tion would not appeal the deci-the youth division. i

theater rocked with tumultuousachieve victory. Itis to energize(Gosho Zenshup. 1123). The sion]. | will never forget my

applause. everyone toward victory in Daishonin was as dauntless as ldansai friends, who stood by mel. Miyamoto Musashi a well-
Through quick wit and skill- their daily pursuits, their lives lion king when it came to speak-through it all. known novel by Eiji Yoshikawa

ful speech, the actor turned aand their activities for kosen-ing out for truth and justice. He | wish to pass on to the youth about the 17th-century master

malicious audience into fans. rufu. Itis to inspire in everyone urges his followers, “Be as fear-division the jeweled sword of  SWordsman Miyamoto Musashi.

- ) f S o 2. Musei TokugawaNajutsyThe Art
the determination to win. less as Nichiren when he facednission, the struggle for truth™ ¢'coo1in 3" (Tokyo: Hakuyosha,

The Power To Please avoid rambling on with-Hei no Saemon [the most pow-and human rights through the 1962), pp. 198-99.
Express Oneself out a clear purpose. erful official of the day]” The power of words. 3. Ibid., pp. 16-17.
We are living in the defiled Major Writings of Nichiren Dai- 4. Osaka Incident: SGI President
Whatever the situation, youage of the Latter Day of theshonin vol. 1, p. 140). The Selfless Spirit Ikeda, then Soka Gakkai youth
can win people’s hearts andLaw. There are few who im- | have fought with that sameof a Leader division chief of staff, was ar-
change their minds through themediately embrace the Mysticspirit through all kinds of per- rested and wrongfully charged
power of speech. Law on first hearing. But by secution, including the Osaka Before | conclude, | will ~ With election law violations in a

Musei Tokugawa declared,telling others about Buddhism,Incident trial (1957-62f.1 share a story handed down from moggglg’clglég?'xrtig)gﬁldeg;'?hne

“The silence of being unable towe sow the seeds of the Mysticspoke out fearlessly to defeaShakyamuni’s time about a court case — which dragged on
express oneself effectively isLaw — plant the seeds of hapthe corrupt authorities wholeader who sacrificed himselfto for almost five years — he was
like a stone, whereas the elopiness — in their lives. At the until the very end of his life buy time to save people’s lives. fully exonerated of all charges.
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PEOPLE

My Recollections

l‘\

John Major, Prime Minister of the United Kingdom

Courtesy of SEIKYO PRESS

He also went on to explain that
by a free society he meant a sg
ciety in which people could de-
ritish Prime Minister velop their potential and achieve
John Major has beentheir hopes and dreams throug|
called “the Velvet their hard work and effort. Be-
Steamroller® He has hind that vision seemed to lie
earned a reputation for beingthe prime minister’s anger at sof
neither arrogant nor conceitedgial injustices — an anger aris-
yet he possesses a will of steehg from his bitter struggle
which is as if enfolded in soft against the invisible barriers of]
velvet. class and education.

In February 1991, IRA ter- Suffering can either warp
rorists launched a mortar attackpeople’s spirits or make them
on the prime minister’s official deeply compassionate. What i
residence at 10 Downing Streetit that makes the difference?
One mortar exploded inthe back When John Major was 10, hig
garden, the blast fracturing thefamily’s fortunes took a turn for
windows of the conferencethe worse. His parents had reSGIPresndentlkedashakes hands with U.K. Prime Minister John Major.
room where Prime Minister tired as vaudeville performers

By SGI President Ikeda

makes me more determined to
do something than someone
telling me | can’t.?

While continuing to pursue
his career in banking, he became
a local council representative,
and finally, on his third bid for
office, was elected to the House
of Commons. Everyone who
met him was charmed by the
young man’s integrity and com-
mitment. His character had been
polished and forged by suffering
— probably because he never
lost his desire to learn from
painful experience.

Common sense, John Major
maintained, is extremely impor-
tant for government officials. He
observed that though he might

Major was meeting with his cab-and were running a garden orHe worked as a day laborer, but In his youth, face to face not have an impressive educa-
inet members. Unshaken, thenament business, but financiathe work wasn't steady. He waswith the harsh realities of soci-tional record, he had certainly
prime minister said, “I think we debt drove them into bankruptcyout of work at one point for ety, John Major realized that hemastered common sense in the
had better continue in anothemand they had to sell their housemore than nine months, and hevould simply have to show “university of life.”
place, gentlemen,” and calmlyThey had lived until then in afought off starvation on the what he was made of. He had The true mark of such com-
gathered his papefs. working-class bungalow with ameager unemployment beneeonly himself to rely on. He re- mon sense is, no doubt, a hu-
The prime minister greetedspacious backyard. But now thdits he received. He would sumed his studies by corre-manity that never forgets the
me with a warm, open smile atfamily of five were forced to never forget those experiencesspondence. Every day he rose atause of the poor. The people are
our meeting in June 1991, amoved into atiny, cramped, two-he once said. 5:00 a.m. He worked all day,always of foremost importance.
mere seven months after he@oom apartment in one of Lon- When he served as underseawhile at night devoting himself Government, the economy and
had become prime minister atdon’s low-rent areas. retary of state for social securityto Conservative Party activities.religion all exist for the sake of
the youthful age of 47. In  Their rooms were on the topduring the Thatcher administra-He never went to sleep untilthe people. They are means to
Britain’s still highly class- floor of a crumbling building. tion, Britain was struck by a se-after midnight. bring happiness to the people.
conscious society, this son ofBath and toilet facilities were vere cold spell (the winter of At 19, he lost his father. TheWhen the means become the
former vaudeville performers communal. Furthermore, thel985-86). There were provi-senior Mr. Major had always end, society’s ruin has begun.
had become the nation’s toprooms had no heating in winter.sions for a special allowance forshared the experiences of his Whatis greatness? Isitto be-
political leader — an eventAt the time, the young Johnthe elderly under such condi-rich and varied life, its turbulent long to the aristocracy? To be a
that captured headlines aroundajor’s father was 75 and histions, but the methods of appli-ups and downs, with his son.member of parliament? To have
the world. Though the daysmother 49, and both were con-cation and payment were too buHe had never fawned over ora fancy education? Prime Min-
may be waning when seniorstantly plagued by ill health.  reaucratic. He promptly metflattered the high-ranking orister Major struggled against
positions in Britain are domi-  When one is poor, many arewith Prime Minister Thatcher powerful. And he had alwayssuch notions and those who held
nated by Oxbridge (Oxford the hurts and slights one suffersand the chancellor of the exchebeen kind to the poorest of thehem, and he won.
and Cambridge) graduatesJohn Major passed the exam tguer to negotiate the revision ofpoor. Is the fact that he became
vestiges remain stubbornly in-enter the grammar school of highe regulations — and he suc- John Major’s mother also prime minister the sign of his
grained. And in a society thatchoice. However, his family ceeded. He was motivated by hifiad the same generous spiritvictory? No. His victory is
places such strong emphasisouldn’t afford to buy him a new conviction that government of- All sorts of people came andproven by the fact that he has
on the “right” schools, the fu- uniform, and the secondhand onécials and politicians live on the went in the Major home. Mrs. sought to translate into action
ture prime minister had left that he obtained was only by aptaxes that the poor have paidVajor was always quick to give his determination never to be-
school at 16. plying for special assistance fromfrom their very limited funds, lodging to those with no placecome the sort of person who
John Major may rightly be the school, a humiliating experi-and as such have a duty to delse to go. looks down on those who have
called a self-made man, and hignce. The young John Major extheir very best to help the most From around this time, newfewer advantages.
life is a fine example of the say-perienced such painful and morneedy. horizons began to open forJohn When | asked him what
ing “Heaven helps those whotifying situations again and Everyone pays lip service toMajor. He found employment atbooks had recently made an im-
help themselves.” A country again. democracy, but what is the blooda bank, and he worked with unpression on him, he first replied
where this spirit of self-reliance  The poverty of his youth is that keeps the heart of democbelievable energy and determithat there were several, and then
prevails will prosper. | feel the one of the reasons why Primeacy pumping, alive and vital? Itnation to demonstrate his abili-he mentioned’he Crowthers of
real, underlying strength of Minister Major dislikes infla- is the commitment of leaders taties. He became a success. HBankdam by Thomas Arm-
British society is revealed intion; he knows firsthand that it keep the people’s needs and welvished his father could havestrong, the story of the bitter
choosing a self-made individualhas the greatest and most diredare foremost in their minds atseen him. struggles of a family working in
for its leader. effect on the poorest citizens. all times and take concrete mea- During a work assignment ata cotton mill in 19th-century
When | asked the prime min-  To help earn money to sup-sures. “Government exists fora British bank in Nigeria, he wasYorkshire. The lives of ordinary
ister, “What is your grand vision port his family, he quit school the sake of the people,” | said tcseriously injured in a car acci-people, it seemed, were never
for the United Kingdom?” he at 16 and experienced the harsRrime Minister Major. “As a re- dent and almost lost a leg. Hefar from his mind. WT]
smiled warmly and replied thatreality of British social preju- sult, | believe that those whospentayear recuperating, buthg \osta Wyn Ellis John Major
he wanted to create a free socidice. He chafed under the comgovern need to be more awareever gave in to despair during " (London: Futura Publications,
ety, and that the promotion ofmon assumption that anyonehan anyone else of the sufferthat painful time. 1991), p. 118.
free markets and a free economyvho hadn’t been to universityings, the pains and the wishes of The prime minister has beer. Ibid., p. 63.
was necessary to achieve thatvas incapable and worthlessthe people.” guoted as saying, “Nothinga3. Ibid., p. 361.
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PLAYING
PIVOTAL

Rebecca Lobo poses in WNBA apparel. That league will
begin play in the summer of 1997.

By JEFF FARR
ASSOCIATE EDITOR

ebecca Lobo has always won-

dered about her future. Until re-

cently, there weren’t many op-

portunities in America for a
woman who wants to play professional
basketball. She even thought of relocating
to Europe.

But then the New York franchise of the
WNBA —the Women'’s National Basketball
Association — made her an offer she could-
n'trefuse. She’llbe playing professional bas-
ketball in New York City, in Madison Square
Garden no less, beginning this summer. To a
23-year-old who loves inspiring other young
people through her sport, and who loves the
Big Apple, it's a dream come true.

“She’s a great ballplayer, a great person,
she relates well to young people,” New York
franchise Vice President and General Man-
ager Carol Blazejowski recently tdiews-
day. “She’s a terrific role model and she’s
very inspirational and she enjoys it. Kids are
our future and she’ll be pivotal in that role.”

The WNBA, which debuts in June, is tar-
geting girls 7 to 17, according to Val Acker-
man, the former University of Virginia for-
ward who is now the WNBA's president.
Rebecca Lobo, a role model for that age
group, will indeed play a pivotal role in the
new league’s success or failure.

Her career at the University of Connecti-
cut and her performance at the 1996
Olympics are already the stuff of legends —
but can she take women'’s basketball to the
next level? Women's basketball leagues have
folded before; only time will tell if the Age
» of Women has come to professional basket-
Rebecca Lobo (1) of the USA passes the ball as she gets pressure from Tania Seino of Cuba during the 1996 Olympics. ball. Rebecca Lobo thinks it has. W]
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Impressions from Soka High
School Exchange Students:

ecause this was my first
B trip to America, I was

very excited about learn-
ing and experiencing new
things. To my surprise, I be-
lieve that I have actually grown
up more than ever. I have had
the wonderful opportunity to
meet many, many, many great
people and friends. I feel like I
have been infused with more
positive energy and power from
them. And thanks to my many
new friends here in America,
my vision, my mind, and my
heart have been opened.

From this trip, I can directly
compare Japan and America.
From my perspective as a
Japanese, America is so big!
Going back to Japan, I know I
will think Japan is small now.
Overall, I can see Japan’s good
points and bad points more
clearly now from my trip. And I
can see America’s good points
and bad points.

Finally, I learned that all of
us have the ability to con-
tribute to our world’s commu-
nication among cultures. We
have to improve ourselves, not

only in the economic field, but
in our ability to help one an-
other in all areas. The heart-to-
heart, person-to-person con-
nections are the most
important things in this world.
— Teruko Kudo

10-day stay here at Soka

University of America. I have
met so many different people
who have really opened my
eyes to different ways of think-
ing. People are different in
many ways: their personalities,
clothing styles, attitude and
looks! But everyone has been
so nice to us.

There have been many things
that encouraged me during my
stay here, and I have thought
much about my dreams and
goals for my future. While I
don’t know exactly what I will
be doing in the future, my expe-
rience here in the United States
has awakened in me a global
sense of mission. I definitely
want to be a woman who can
work for world peace.

— Sumiko Koike

Ihave thoroughly enjoyed my

Learning From
New Friends

Ondan. 21, local Los Angeles high
school division members held an
exchange meeting with 40 Soka
High School students visiting from
Japan. This was one of the last
scheduled activities for the ex-
change students, who, despite a
busy two-weelk schedule, were
amazingly bright and cheerful. We
learned about some surprising dif-
Jferences in the way teenagers ex-
perience school and daily activities
in Japan compared to our system
in the United States. After a truly
wonderful and memorable activity,
which included gongyo, snaclks,
dialogue, songs, exchange of
names and addresses, and a
“human tunnel” finale, we all left
full of appreciation at having this
great opportunity to make some
new friends.

By JOSHUA ANKER

Granada Hills, Calif.

en I first got there, I
was kind of nervous. We
did gongyo. I was sur-

prised at how powerful their
chanting was. When we were
chanting I couldn’t keep up and
apparently the student next to
me noticed. He told the person in
front of him and then that person
told the person in front of him
and then that person told the
person who was leading gongyo
and on “C” we slowed down. I was
thinking to myself they couldn’t
slow down for me, they don’t even
know me — but sure enough
that’s the reason they slowed
down.

After gongyo some people intro-

PLEASE SEE EXCHANGE, 1

About the
1997 Youth
Division
Guidelines

velop the New Generation”:

This year, the youth division has one set of guidelines (see the
Dec. 27, 1996, issue of the World Tribune) for everyone rather
than separate ones for the young men’s division, the young
women’s division or the junior high and high school divisions as has
been done in the past. We strongly feel that, in order to carry for-

ward into the 21st century with
solid unity, all of us should
focus on the same guidelines,
even though we conduct differ-
ent activities. And as we direct
our attention specifically toward
the junior high and high school
divisions, our determination is
that the development of our
teenagers is the development of

our youth and the future of our country.

This single set of guidelines is part of an ongoing attempt to unify
the youth division and stress the importance of recognizing the ju-
nior high and high school divisions as integral parts of the SGI-USA
youth division. This issue is addressed directly in the guideline “De-

We need to plan well and communicate honestly with the
men’s and women'’s divisions while coordinating carefully

PLEASE SEE GUIDELINES, D
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What’s Happening in the Midwest Joint Territory

By Katie Christensen

ello! My name is Katie
H Christensen and I have
a recent experience

about a movie I was in. I got to
be in a movie called Citizen
Ruth. After I found out that I
had gotten the part, I went to
the studio and met Laura
Dern, who played my mom. A
month later I went to the film-
ing of the movie and it was fun.
Burt Reynolds was also in the
film. The director, who is from
Nebraska, filmed the movie
here in Omaha. The movie
came out on Dec. 13, 1996.

The movie is about abortion.
It’s ironic that I got the part because when my mom was pregnant
with me she was encouraged to have an abortion. Her parents felt
she shouldn’t have another baby, but my mom insisted on having
me. When I was born I was premature and had many health prob-
lems. My mom chanted 1 million daimoku so that I would get bet-
ter. But, during this, my mom had heart failure and my grandpar-
ents had to help raise me.

This movie reminded my family of how everything has changed.
My grandparents do not believe in abortion now. I am grateful for
their support, and I am glad my mom chose to have me. I love her

very much.

Poem

By Gene Mahoney
Omaha, Neb.

This place used to be a landmark of my youth
a salvation place of the outside world

where I played and fantasized

i glance at it and see what it became

i turn around and walk away

i have other things to attend to.

Not Being Swayed

By Niki Steed

Ithough I love this reli-
Agion and how we get re-

sults so fast, I get angry
about what the world thinks we
do. When Hanukkah started,
everyone on my bus decided it
would be fun to tease me be-
cause they thought I celebrated
Hanukkah — all they knew was
that I'm in a different religion.

All of my life I have been
proud that I'm a Buddhist, but
it can be hard when you share
it with others. Some people
think it is neat, and they want
to learn more about Buddhism.
Others just think it is fun to
say things like “Devil worship-
per” or “Is there a big gold
statue in your house?”

When I was in kindergarten
we had show-and-tell day, and I brought my prayer beads. My
teacher thought they were a necklace or a bracelet. Since I was
only 5, I couldn’t understand how my teacher, the smartest per-
son in the world, didn’t know what they were.

Sometimes I ignore comments people make. Other times I get
mad, and I want people to listen. I think we need to be open in
both telling and listening. We must be open both ways. I always
listen to other people and their standpoints, but I find many peo-
ple do not listen. They simply judge.

NEBRASK A

Members of Midwest Joint Territory junior high and high school d1v1s10ns express themselves
at the Omaha Community Center.
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From ‘Tractor Town’

By Lindsey Eddy

“Tractor Town,” Lincoln, Neb.!!! I am, though, to your sur-

prise, a normal, corn-pickin’ 14-year-old. I enjoy seeing
my friends on weekends. Our favorite thing to do is to hang out in
the chicken coop and play horseshoe!

Many people say that people in the Midwest just plow, spit and
eat corn. Well, you're exactly right! I can’t wait till I get my new
pair of cowboy boots and high-water jeans!! Well, I'll talk to you
later, and remember that without the Midwest where would you
get all your veggies?

Seriously, many of you out there probably think that people in
the Midwest are farmers. We are just like you! We like to hang out
with our friends, go see movies, go to dances, etc.

Practicing here is different in that there are not as many mem-
bers as in other places. But we are very close. Most of us have
grown up together — we are like family. There are a lot of nice
people here of all ages to practice with. You can talk to anyone
and they will care. So, if you come for a visit, you will see that us
“corn pickers” are compassionate for others — although corn
comes first!! (Just kidding!!)

Hello, everyone!! My name is Lindsey Eddy and I'm from

Ice
Skating
Trip

By Joe Burge

or our last meet-
ing we went ICE
SKATING!!! It

was a lot of fun. I had
never gone ice skating
before. I only fell once.
I brought my friend
Brandon. My dad came
along — he fell, too!
Here in Iowa, we study and we love to create plays. A lot of us
have an interest in theater so we create a lot of skits and plays.
We went on a field trip to an art center. We do slow gongyo at our
meetings, and we invite any adult who is just learning to join us
so we all can learn together! Last month we drove to Omaha,
Neb., to join them for a meeting. It was about a three-hour drive.
It was fun!

Joe Burge (r) and friend.

Acting

a few local commercials.
Nebraska is VERY cold
west may be considered

out of school because of
the winter here.

i! 'm Georgie Steed.
H One thing I love to

do is act. 'm now in
a play at the Omaha Play-
house and I've also been in
right now. The other day is

was -12 degrees. The Mid-

boring to some, but we get

Poem

By Gene Mahoney
Omaha, Neb.

Space is infinite
In a big round continuum
I am the center

Midwest Joint Territory junior high and high
school division members on a sunny winter
day in front of the Omaha Community Center.
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What Do You Answer When Someone Asks

‘Don’t You Believe in God?’

By BRIAN HOLLY
Faculty member
University of Philadelphia

Have you ever been asked,

“DON'T YOU BELIEVE IN GOD???”

many, many times by friends,

family, co-workers, students
and guests at discussion meet-
ings. I'd like to share with you
some of the ideas I've developed
over the years about answering
this question.

When we talk to our friends
about Buddhism, it is only nat-
ural that they try to understand
what we say in terms of the reli-
gious ideas familiar to them.

In their minds, religion is
about God, even though they may
not be very clear about what that
word means.

When they discover that the
concept of God plays no role in
Buddhism, they may have many
different reactions.

Some may be pleased; many
will be surprised, and a few even

Ihave been asked this question

shocked.

Our friends with strong Christ-
ian faith may wonder how we can
be moral without divine com-
mandments and the threat of
heaven and hell to back them up.
Or they may fear that we have no
spiritual center to our lives with-
out a personal relationship with
the divine.

To reply to our friends’ ques-
tions, we need to know two
things: First, we need to know
how Buddhism differs from reli-
gions that focus on God (such as
Christianity, Judaism and Islam).
Without a solid foundation in
study, our answers may only mis-
lead our friends.

Second, we need to know
what our friends are really ask-
ing. In the course of our heart-
to-heart dialogue, we must use
our wisdom to truly understand
what our friends’ underlying
concerns are and answer them
appropriately.

To BE CONTINUED IN THE NEXT 1SSUE
oF ‘Teen TIMES’

GUIDELINES, rrom pagE A
with one another — young
men’s, young women’s, ju-
nior high, high school and
student divisions alike. An
atmosphere of friendship
and teamwork within the
youth division makes all our
activities more exciting and
attracts young people. Our
efforts should always be to
cooperate, not compete,
with one another. To con-
tinue developing the next
generation of youth leaders,

let’s also:

¢ use President Ikeda’s di-
alogue with the high school
division leaders as a source
of encouragement;

¢ and use the “Teen
Times” carried in the World
Tribune to reach our young
members.

So this year, let’s really work to-
gether with the whole youth divi-
sion to create the most encourag-
ing activities for everyone!!! &

EXCHANGE, rrom page A
duced themselves, then someone
gave a short experience.

After we settled down, the
American students introduced
themselves. We then broke into
smaller groups.

At first the Japanese students
introduced themselves. Then we
talked about sports and school.
They were very friendly. A lot of
people were trying out their
English.

In Japan they rarely have
homework, but they do have
school on Saturday. Also movie
tickets cost $15. When I told them

it was only $4.50 here, they all
oohed. After the discussion
groups, we took pictures. People
were giving their addresses so I
could write to them.

Then they sang a song and gave
us some gifts and we took more
pictures.

As we were leaving I noticed
that a lot of the Japanese stu-
dents had gone outside.

When I opened the door they
were making a tunnel for us to
walk through, and they were all
cheering. It was really fun, and I
hope I have a chance to go to
Japan.

By MIKE BYNUM
Santa Monica, Calif.

enever we talk about
March 16, its history
and significance, images

spring to my mind of young peo-
ple from all over gathering at the
head temple, full of anticipation.
Included were Brass Band mem-
bers, Fife and Drum Corps mem-
bers, and scores of teenagers. I
think that many of them un-
doubtedly were wondering what
was going on, and why were they
being asked to come to the head
temple on this cold and bitter
morning. Actually, they had been
informed that, in celebration of
the completion of the Grand Lec-
ture Hall, the prime minister of
Japan was going to be there.

As the attendance grew, finally
totaling 6,000, I can picture Presi-
dent Toda standing up to address
the youth, despite suffering from
severe illness. In the end, the
prime minister could not make it,
though his wife and son-in-law
attended on his behalf. And this
auspicious event, which probably
lacked the magnificence and for-
mality of a grand ceremony, be-
came the memorable occasion
where President Toda entrusted

the youth with the accomplish-
ment of kosen-rufu. Their deter-
mination as disciples to share the
vision of kosen-rufu of their men-
tor is what makes this ceremony
timeless for me.

It was only seven years earlier,
in July 1951, that the Soka
Gakkai’s young men’s and young
women’s divisions were formed.
Four months later, in November
1951, President Toda wrote an
essay that later came to be known
as “Precepts for Youth.” I am al-
ways struck by the strictness with
which President Toda encourages
the youth in these precepts. It is
as if he wanted to stress the im-
portance of always maintaining a
strict attitude toward our practice
and obstacles, and to clear up any
doubt that our attitude should be
anything less than serious.

More than anything else, at a
time when the youth division was
just formed, the “Precepts for
Youth” encouraged the members of
the young men’s and young
women’s divisions to have a mis-
sion. Not just any goal or target, but
to engrave within their hearts the
confidence that they were walking

Some Thoughts on March 16, 195

the same path as the youthful disci-
ples of Shakyamuni and Nichiren
Daishonin, who were all young stu-
dents. And as such, their determi-
nation should not be any less than
their predecessors. Only by cherish-
ing this mission deep in their hearts
could the youth grow and develop,
overcoming all obstacles.

Along with this, in his current di-
alogue series with the Soka Gakkai
high school division chiefs, Presi-
dent Ikeda warns us to be wary of
the dangers of betrayal. I was very
encouraged when President Ikeda
stated that his deepest hope is for
his true successors to emerge from
among the next generation of youth
(Nov. 1, 1996, World Tribune, p. 10).

But then he immediately talks
about former members whom he
sincerely trusted and encouraged,
yet ended up turning against him
and their fellow members, con-
sumed by their selfish desires. He
further states that such people are
not limited to the past or only to the
world of Buddhism.

Because of this, President Toda
wrote that we should continue to
advance, stepping over the bodies of
those who have abandoned their

faith. I strongly feel that this

statement is a plea from presi-

dents Toda and Ikeda for us not
to compromise with evil.

And this convinces me even more
that the spirit behind the “Precepts
for Youth” is very much alive and
applicable today.

To get to the point where the Soka
Gakkai youth could gather 6,000
participants at the head temple on
March 16, seven years after “Pre-
cepts for Youth,” they had to face nu-
merous challenges.

And in overcoming each one, 'm
sure that they developed many true
friendships among themselves as
they struggled together for those
seven years. | sometimes feel that, in
away, March 16 was a victory cele-
bration of friendship and unity, cul-
minating in the passing of the torch.

One of our main goals in the ju-
nior high and high school divisions
is to develop these kinds of solid
friendships with one another. With-
out being swayed by the various
negative forces that constantly try to
bring us down, we do our best to
encourage one another. If we fall, we
stand back up again and re-deter-
mine. We keep moving forward, tak-
ing care of our present responsibili-
ties without losing sight of the
future.



