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| Pioneer members
show their vigor in
morning exercises
at the Florida
Nature and Culture
during the recent
Pioneers
Conference.

Pioneer members
inspired by General
Director Zaitsu's five
guidelines for pioneers
given at FNCC conference.

By TERRY ELLIS

BUREAU CHIEF
Ft. Lauderdale, Fla., Jan. 23-26

If you ask her age, Betty Akers of‘They so much hit my heart thatchallenge.”
Port Hueneme, Calif., says she’s knew | had to take action right
getting younger all the time. Ataway.”

Pioneers Stay Young at Heart

practice of Buddhism. statistics on their favorite team:they remain undaunted. They are
The day after she returnedThink of the other person’s hap-“the living history of kosen-
from the Pioneers Conference apiness. Take care of youth. Stayufu,” as SGI-USAWomen'’s Di-
the Florida Nature and Cultureclose to SGI President Ikeda’svision Chief Wendy Clark de-
Center, she visited another pioheart. Advance — don't think scribes them. “Their whole lives
neer member in the hospital, andbout the past. Be optimistic. ~ were spent with Buddhism and
she has kept moving ever since. “One by one, he told us, try tothe spirit of the SGI.” And now
“The guidelines [General Direc- accomplish these. Really, this igheir general director was chal-
tor] Zaitsu gave the last day of theso important,” says Mrs. Akers. “l lenging them to live long and
conference especially for the pi-want to advance, no matter whathealthy lives and to continue the
oneers were so great!” she says.don’t wantto lose this feeling of difficult and sometimes unappre-
ciated work of raising people for
That same realization wasthe future.
echoed by other pioneerswho at- “It's a natural tendency as we

65, hergoalistoreach 101—and She rattles off the five guide-tended this first conference of theget older to have more memories
she plans to dedicate the comingines in Japanese and English, hgrear at the FNCC. Twenty-five orthan thoughts about the future,”
years to sharing the joy and apvoice charged with the kind of 35 years of practicing Buddhism

preciation she gains from herenthusiasm sports fans reserve fand 60 or 70 years of life, and

pLEASE SEE PIONEERS, 4

Art Students Invited To
Participate in Int'l Show

By JEFF FARR

ASSOCIATE EDITOR
Santa Monica, Calif., Feb. 5

Student Art
Exhibition in Japan
exhibit, to be held at the Sokg

“Culture and art transcend timewill be open from March
and last for all eternity,” Egypt’s 23—April 18, will be viewed by
Minister of Culture Farouk thousands of SGI members an
Hosni once told SGI Presidenttheir friends.
lkeda. If that’'s so, SGI-USA
youth division members who areStates will be highlighted in a
college-level art students have &pecial section of international
chance to participate in the eterworks. “We feel this is a great
nal — with the 11th Soka Stu-opportunity for art students in
dent Art Exhibit. the newly established student di
The Executive Committee vision to participate in an inter-
for the exhibit and the SGI-USA national student division effort
student division are inviting art

students to submit entries for the

Gakkai Ota Ikeda Culture Cen1  [] When:  March 23-April 18, 1997
ter in Tokyo. The exhibit, which 0 Where: Tokyo, Japan
O Who: Open to all youth division
college-level art students
Entries from the United| [ What: Oil and water paintings
Prints
Graphic design

Free-style design
[ Deadline: In Japan by March 9

(See accompanying story for full details.)

PLEASE SEE ART, 4
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VOICES

As a Buddhist, how do you combat the
winter blues?

Members from Seattle Joint Territory respond:

I wish | could blame the innate darkness|
battle on the inside on the dark weather ou
side. How easy! | know that when | prac
tice sincerely, chant daimoku and think o
others instead of just me, my depressiqg
lifts. | don’t care what the weather’s like
outside when I'm trying to polish my life
on the inside. Weather doesn'’t determin

is the best weather in the world (Southern California), and n
I'm living here. I've seen the contrast, and it’s irrelevant.
— HELENE MAIETTA, Seattle

I live up in Barrow, Alaska, where there ar:
four to six months of darkness a year. Yo
have to create an energy inside yourself -
a weather of happiness inside you. You d
this by chanting daimoku and by looking
at the beauty in everything.

— LORRIE FROST, Barrow, Alaska

| lived in Alaska for three years during
high school. I lived in a small town and it
was grey and overcast sometimes for tw

That was very depressing. At that time,
didn’t know about Buddhism. Now, | ac-
tually kind of like the rain. The rain is re-
ally cleansing. Many people are movin
here from all over and adding to the congestion. The r
cleans the air, cleans away the smog and cleans up the

streets. It's like starting again fresh. It even smells goc
Everything is greener and fresher.

— JOHANNA RICHARDSON, Seattle

When it rains, that’s the best time for m
to read and do things inside the house.
is also beautiful to see the rain — whe
my life-condition is high. So | try to raise
my life-condition so that | can enjoy the
rainbows.

— MEGUMI INOUE, Seattle

When | first moved to this area 20 year
ago, | hated the wintertime. | heard pea
ple talk about the beautiful fall colors. |
tried to appreciate them, but | had a hec
of a time. Over the years, | found | ca
overcome the winter blues by throwing
. myself into SGI activities. Also, rather]
than Iook at winter as a negative thing, I've come to see it
an opportunity to do more things inside the house, like re
ing and indoor projects.

— TOM EDDY, Tacoma, Wash.

| try to laugh a lot. Fortunately, | have &
young women'’s division member whqg
lives near me and we talk. | ask her to sg
something nice or we get together an
chant. | do a lot of self-care things: keep
ing the house musical, keeping it light,
going for walks, playing W|th my kitty and
staying connected with my friends. | also have a tendency
really sleep, so | have to set the clock!

— KENYA DAUGHERTY, Seattle

ofc®

months straight. You didn’t see the sun.

)
ain
dirtigs power to us over and over again, we can remihtichiren prays for you, if you lack faith, it will be

n

[2)

ad-

Strengthening Our Faith Is
Our Responsibility

here are four powers of the
Mystic Law that empower us
to receive benefit: the power of:
the Buddha, of the Law, of prac-

and worries are not proof that the
Law doesn’twork but are proof of
the existence of our fundamental
darkness.

tice and of faith. The powers of the Buddha and the It is up to us whether we indulge in our funda-
| Law are inherent within the Gohonzon, while indimental darkness or persevere in our practice and use
t- vidually we are the key to the powers of practice amtichiren Daishonin’s teachings to take control. That

+ faith. To the extent that we bring forth these powersne phrase — persevere in our practice — describes

f we tap into the powers of the Buddha and the Lathe process of building and nurturing strong faith.
That's one reason why the importance of faith While doubts and worries arise without any ef-
is stressed repeatedly. Nichiren Daishonin writésrt on our part, strengthening our faith requires con-
in “The Real Aspect of the Gohonzon”: “The Goscious effort. Strong faith does not come without
e honzon is found in faith alone. As the sutra statesyncerted effort. It is earned, not given. Itis our re-
life-condition. I know, because | started practicing where there'Only with faith can one enter Bud-

n

(]

owdhahood™ {The Major Writings of

Nichiren Daishoninyol. 1, p. 213).

One factor in establishing anc
strengthening our faith is study. An-
other is experiencing actual proof —
benefits — in our lives. As we learn.,
through study, to apply this philoso-
phy in our daily lives, and as we wit-
ness, through benefits, its validity
our confidence — our faith — takes
root and grows.

But at some point, our continuec
growth in this philosophy may re-
quire, so to speak, a leap of faith; the
is, a proactive approach to faith. That

means making a conscious effort to trust in the Myahat really matters....
tic Law, in our Buddha nature. We choose to hastus Sutra....

sponsibility to develop. It is up to us
to learn how to make the practice

] work, to derive the most we can from
. it. We should not expect that our lead-
Strong faith ers or the organization will develop
does not our faith for us.
ith When we encounter a difficult
come WiINOUt  proplem for which there seems to be
concerted no solution, we can pray to the Go-
. honzon with the determination: “I
eﬁbrt- Itis will overcome this problem. The
earned. power of Buddhism, my power, is

unlimited. | will not be defeated.”

In his writing “The Strategy of
the Lotus Sutra,” Nichiren Daishonin
encourages us that “faith alone is
Employ the strategy of the
The heart of strategy...derives from

faith in the Gohonzon. “I choose to believe in thihe Mystic Law. A coward cannot have any of his
Law,” we can say. “| choose to live according to therayers answered.”

Buddhist principles.”

He also explains here that we should have self-

Rather than waiting passively for the Law to proveeliant faith when he says, “No matter how earnestly

d.ourselves that this is our faith, this is what we halige trying to set fire to wet tinder” (MW-1, 246).

=

It

x~

ag

tq

chosen to believe in.

As we consciously strive to strengthen our faith,

This is especially significant in those moment will eventually become part of our attitude — the
when we have so many problems that doubting thenfidence that no problem can defeat us.
Gohonzon may seem like common sense. DoubtsBecause we choose not to be defeated. i
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Well Done, Byakuren!

The first severaWorld Tribuneissues of the new year were
excellent and augur a new beginning for our entire organi
tion. Thanks especially to Christine Allen and herld Tri-

bunefor the Jan. 24 article on the San Francisco Byakuren

Her Legacy: ‘Chant for the
Buddha Wisdom’

za-

By PATRICIA ELAM RUFF

WASHINGTON, D.C.

retreat. In the past, reports of local SGI activities were great

validation for those who had attended but boring stuff for

va Sullivan, 71, a pioneer

ago and was operating withmost dangerous and downtrod-
only one-fourth of her lung ca-den, but Mrs. Sullivan never
pacity, she had to rely on otherssaw it in that light. She always
This was difficult for her be- saw its beauty even when oth-
cause she feared that if she apers did not. Because of her vi-
peared weak others might takesion, her members now dream
advantage of her. But throughof a future culture center in that
her practice she started to opepart of the city.

some members elsewhere. Predictably, these articles wouldm=member in Washington, her life up even more. Her true  The members of Mrs. Sulli-
begin with the weather, faithfully mention each song and pre-D.C., died on Dec. 31, 1996,
sentation, and end in an unsubstantiated generalization apoutfter practicing for 25 years. Her
how every one left totally encouraged. Then began the innodegacy is now woven into the

vation of relating each activity to SGI President lkeda’s lat-

rich history of Buddhism in

est guidance on dialogue and diversity; this began nicely puAmerica, and in particular, the

got old after a bit.

Ms. Allen, on the other hand, effectively used the person-
alized reflections of three Byakuren who attended the retreat

expanding history of African
Americans in this practice.
Mrs. Sullivan began practic-

to remind all of us about the debt of gratitude we owe to theing through the efforts of her sis-
Byakuren and the incalculable personal benefit to be gaineder, Sarah Jordan, another de

van'’s district came to rely heav-
ily on her wisdom, tenacity and

‘i‘ & g , - encouragement. They were con-
-y f stantly asking what they could

: R S doto help her. When members re-

Eaes « alized how sick she was and that

| she was growing closer to death,
they, along with her daughter,
Francine, began fiercely chant-
ing for her to recover. Their uni-
fied chant amounted to: “Don't

from regular participation in divisional activity groups. Th
article could not have been more timely, because many s
activity groups are crying out for more participation and t
members do need more benefits!

Keep up the good work! I'll try to submit more material

and meet the standard set in the January issues.
— MIKE LEVINE, Silver Spring, Md.

All Are Respectworthy

When | read the letter and the counterpoints about Presia
Makiguchi, | could understand each view and the reason

ucMrs. Sullivan’s then-14-year-

Tracie learn gongyo, Mrs. Sul-
livan herself began to do gongyd
and became a Buddhist. Ong¢
year later, her other daughter

e ceased pioneer member, anf{

ne old daughter, Tracie. In helping#.

Francine, began to practice a

go. We're not strong enough.”
But, Francine recalls, “As |
continued to chant, | started let-
ting her go.” Itwas as if Mrs. Sul-
livan knew before her family and
members that she had in fact
given them enough to stand on

well.
Over the years, Mrs. Sullivan

Eva Suliivan

their own and that it was OK for
her to leave. Until the very last

worked as a hostess for servicenature began to shine and hemoment, Francine chanted in her
enmen during World War Il and awarmth, which sometimes hidmother’s ear at the hospital,
ngnursing assistant for learningbehind her strict guidance,telling her how very victorious

behind them (Jan. 17 “Mailbox”). What | didn’t understand disabled children. In the earlycame to the forefront. She conshe was as she made it to the last

is how Jim Johannsen’s comment that “obviously, Mr. Free
man has much to learn about the spirit of pioneers of this
ganization” applies to the issue being discussed. | am sure
Mr. Johannsen doesn’t know Mr. Freedman, for if he did,
would know that Mr. Freedman is worthy of respect and th
insults are not any way to convince him.

— MIKE FIROVED, Mission Viejo, Calif.

Puh-leeze

Though | applaud attempts to make\tterld Tribundess
stilted and predictable, | must say | find “Joe YMD” (Jan.
World Tribung patently offensive. It is so painfully reminis+
cent of our past perspective on how to practice Buddhism:
sically, the rule of behavior and loyalty to the almighty SG

Isn’t this fabulous life philosophy a bit deeper than sho

d-years of her practice, when Mrstinued sharing her life and wis-day of the year, which is such an
or-Sullivan worked a swing shift, dom with others. important day in Buddhist tradi-
thathe often couldn’t make meet- One member recalled thattion. The hospital staff was ex-
heings, but she would always chanMrs. Sullivan loved gongyo. tremely courteous — the head
atfor their success. When he visited her during onenurse hugged Francine and even
Her life was devoted to sup-of her hospitalizations, she waghe doctor told Francine how sin-
porting and encouraging otherdetermined to do a full gongyocerely sorry he was.
people. She understood thaeven after avery difficult night.  “It was such a warm experi-
through the practice of Bud-Instead of complaining, sheence,” says Francine, “but |
dhism one can make changes inourageously battled her ill-was wondering where were the
the depths of one’s life. Her stanness, often quoting from 1,000 Buddhas who were sup-
dard encouragement, to thos&lichiren Daishonin’s “Reply to posed to come get my mom? A
1 who sought it, was, “Chant for Kyo’'o”: “Nam-myoho-renge- leader had to point out that they
the Buddha wisdom.” Her kyo is like the roar of a lion. were there, all around me in the
baSoutheast District membersWhat sickness can therefore béorm of hospital staff, friends
I. adopted this as their unofficialan obstacle?... A sword will beand members.”
V- motto. useless in the hands of a cow- In addition to her members

ing up for Soka Group because “that girl you like is here and  Although Mrs. Sullivan was ard” (The Major Writings of and her children, Mrs. Sullivan

some Byakuren is handing out freslochicakes.”
Puh-leeze.
— JESSIE NEWBURN, Columbia, Md.

Letters printed here do not necessarily reflect the opinions
the SGI-USA or theorld Tribune.

In the “Mailbox,” we will publish members’ comments
suggestions and questions as they pertain ti\tbed Tri-
bune.Because of volume, not all letters can be printed, b
they are all read. All letters are subject to condensation.

Please include signature, mailing address and telepha
number. Pseudonyms and initials will not be used. Send
ters to “Mailbox,” World Tribune, 525 Wilshire Boulevard,
Santa Monica, CA 90401; or via CompuServe (102137,3%
or America Online (SokaNews).

always a very independentNichiren Daishoninvol. 1, pp. also leaves behind many grand-
woman (she purchased and19-20). children, nieces, nephews, grand-
completely paid off her home Mrs. Sullivan’s Southeast nieces and grandnephews to con-
by herself after her divorce),District is located in an areatinue “chanting for the Buddha
when she became ill three yearsome consider to be D.C.'swisdom.” i

of
[
“ at Do You Think?
[}

ne Please write to us and let us know your thoughts on the World Tribune.
let What articles do you like or don’t like? Which types would you like to see more of, less of?
1 Do you have ideas to make us better? Do you have questions you'd like answered? Would
P you like to get involved in your local area? We welcome all letters at:

Mailbox, World Tribune, 525 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica, CA 90401.
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Pioneers Stay Young With Five New Guidelines

PIONEERS, From PAGE 1

Mrs. Clark says. “The
spirit of this weekend was
to remind ourselves that
Nichiren Daishonin’s
Buddhism looks toward
the present and the future.”’
Some, like Wallace
Payne of Aurora, Colo., ac-
tually were drawn to Bud-
dhism because of its focug
on the future. “I've always

Five Guidelines
for Pioneers

1) Be pioneers who always pray
for the happiness of others.

2) Be pioneers who are always
devoted to raising juniors and
youths.

3) Be pioneers who are directly
connected with the heart of SGI
President Ikeda.

4) Be pioneers who are always

cannot be swayed and you
maintain hope.” That is ex-
actly what she needs to
maintain high spirits at the
senior center where, she

says, people her age are

full of complaints.

When Mr. Zaitsu spoke
about focusing on the pre-
sent and the future, Mrs.
Phillips wondered if he had
read her mind. “Ifeltlike he
was talking to me!” she

been the type not to dwell
on the past,” he says. “I've
always looked to the fu-
ture.”

It is an attitude he de-

positive and optimistic.
5) Be pioneers who always look to
the future.

says. “Four years ago,
when | moved from Los
Angeles, | found myself
saying, ‘We did it like this

veloped early in life as he

watched his mother, Gladys, in
her day-to-day struggle to live anc
raise him. He was only 18 months
old in 1927 when she left New
York and moved the two of them
to Colorado where they were to
live during the Depression.

“I'm sure that was the greatest
impact on me,” he says. She livec
to the age of 72, which he now ha:
reached. As far as determination
for the future: “l want to stay alive
and be healthy,” he says. “If | can
be of help to anybody, | would
like to do that.”

That's exactly what was on
Tina Phillips’mind when she got
home from Florida to Las Vegas.
She celebrated her 70th birthday,
invited her exercise teacher atthe

local senior center to the upcomiop priority,” Mrs. Phillips says. the Gohonzon, get happiness, get
ing women'’s division general “I'd already decided this before benefit.”
meeting, and talked to her Omni went to Florida, but since |
District leader about starting upcame back, I'm even more deshe’s glad she kept going, some-
a women’s mini-study group intermined. As Mr. Zaitsu said, times through tears. That spirit ig
when you study, you feel con-something she would like to

her area.

“I’'m going to make study my nected to President Ikeda. Yowshare.

‘Now the age is
different. But one
thing never
changes — the
basics are the
same. Never leave
the Gohonzon,
get happiness, get
benefit.’

— Kimiko Nishida, pioneer
I

in L.A.’ Without realizing
it, | was reverting to the

past. Also, my daughter is the dist

trict chief, so I've asked myself
how | can be a mom and suppo
her. My answer is not to go to the
past. As Mr. Zaitsu said, I'm
going to really think one day
ahead or one year ahead, bu
never to the past.”

Kimiko Nishida, 64, of San
Francisco, laughs as she think
about the guideline not to talk
about “before.” “We need to sup-
port the youth division behind
the curtain,” she says. “Now we
have lots of young people. | wan
to enjoy this practice togethe
with them. Now the age is dif-
ferent, the time is different. But

one thing never changes — the

basics are the same. Never lea

After 34 years of practice,

Y

t

t
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Direct Mail System for
Subscriptions Takes Effect

MANAGING EDITOR
Santa Monica, Calif., Feb. 5

the districts. Many people are
also carrying the forms with
them on home visits.
Renewal notices are in the While members no longer
mail for those whose sub-have to collect money, their
scriptions are about expire,efforts are still needed in pro-
and some 35,000 new subimoting the publications, Vice
scription forms have beenGeneral Director Greg Martin
distributed to joint territories said. “Our organization’s pub-
throughout the country. Thelications are used as a source
long-awaited direct mail sub- of encouragement and inspi-
scription system for the ration in faith for our sub-
World Tribune, Living Bud- scribers and keep them up to
dhism,the biweeklySeikyo date withthe SGI's movement
ShimburandDaibyakurenge for peace,” he said. “Because
takes effect this month. of this new system, we can
Now readers wishing to spend our time talking about
renew their subscriptions canthe value of the publications
simply fill out the form they and not have to worry about
receive in the mail and sendthe money.”
it in with their checks, rather  As the system now stands
than turn money in to their current subscribers will re-
leaders. Subscribers can eveneive two renewal notices be-
use their credit cards. Andfore their subscription expires|
there’s no waiting. You can and one afterward, if they have
send in your form anytime. not yet renewed. And for new
“We are very hopeful about subscribers, publications will
this new system. It should makestart arriving in their mailbox
it easier for people to order ancbeginning with the first issue
pay for these important publi- after their payment has been
cations. Delivery should be im- processed. Gift subscriptiong
proved as well,” Ken Mc- will also be
Dougall, head of SGI-USAs accommodated.
Subscriptions Office, said. As always, anyone can
New subscribers, too, only contact the Subscriptions Of-
need to fill out a simple form, fice directly by telephone,
which was sent to each jointfax or e-mail. The phone
territory last week. The forms number is (800) 835-4558,
for new subscribers are al-the fax number is (310) 260-
ready available at many com-8970 and the e-mail address
munity centers and throughis SGI SUBS@aol.com i

Brian Nakamura, 12, Metairie, La.

Do you want to
be shot in the
head? Do you want
to be stabbed in
the back? If you
don’t, don’t do it to
other people.

Remember
treat people the
way you want to
be treated.

\_

J

Art Students Invited To Participate in Int’l Show

sending their submissions to Japan, the Executive
Committee will cover the return postage for all
for culture,” SGI-USA Student Division Chiefpieces.

Valerie Thomas said. “It's a way for us to com- Artwork will be accepted in the following four
municate with the world.” categories and sizes only:

While the exhibit carries the theme “We Are the
Ones To Link the World — Believing in Our Lim-  Oil and water paintings:76 inches X 100
itless Possibilities,” entries are not required to  inches (194 cm X 259 cra) smaller
match this theme. The Executive Committee asks Prints (wood block, etching, lithograph, silk
only that artists include an explanation of their  screen):76 inches X 100 inches (194 cm
work’s theme — which can be in the form of a X 259 cmor smaller
quotation from a novel, poem or whatever the Graphic design:27.5 feet X 39 feet (841 cm
artists feel is appropriate — when they send in X 1189 cmpr smaller(floppy disks are
their artwork. also welcome)

Entries must arrive in Japan by March 9 at:  Free-style design (other two-dimensional
pieces such as collage or mixed media
work): 27.5 feet X 39 feet (841 cm X 1189
cm)or smaller

ART, FrOM PAGE 1

Executive Committee of the 11th Soka
Student Art Exhibition

c/o World Youth Culture Center

Students Office

25 Shinanomachi, Shinjuku

Tokyo 160, Japan

Participants should include their name, address,
telephone number, school, the organization in
which they practice, date of birth, the date they
joined the SGI-USA and the title of their work. If

The committee asks that artists roll up their arthey can also let Valerie Thomas at (310) 260-8957
work and send it in tubes to avoid in-transit danknow when they have sent their piece, she’ll notify
age. While the artists must bear the expensestloé Executive Committee that it's coming. [
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The story of slavery is told in a slow, sorrowful dance during a recent performance of ‘The African Americ:

an Tale’ by L.A. SGI-USA members.

Telling a Tale of Hope

he audience is gathered, the stage s
All around the room, large three-di-
mensional sets painted with lifelike
scenes stand ready to tell their ston
Next to the piano and drums, the musicians ta
position, their instruments waiting to sound th
story. Backstage the dancers, singers and n
rators, dressed in grand style, prepare to dar
the story. At the front, thgriot, an African his-
torian in charge of the customs and traditions «
his tribe, appears pensive. At last the cue
given — thegriot steps up to the microphone
and the story begins.
What is the story? It ifhe African American

L.A. members unite to spread

message of history, diversity

and humanism in

‘The African American Tale’

By PATTI CONNORS

CORRESPONDENT

Tale, performed by a group of Los Angeles

Santa Monica, Calif., Jan. 19

Photo by GAVIN GLYNN

based members. For three years the show
been performed more than 20 times at SGI-US
community centers, local schools and comm
nity associations, gaining widespread prais
This afternoon’s performance commemorat
Martin Luther King Jr.’s birthday. Appropriately
so, since Dr. King’s story is the story ©he
African American TaleAnd so is Harriett Tub-
man’s and Rosa Parks’, Billie Holiday’s, Nelso
Mandela’s and others’who remain unknown by
have nonetheless fought for justice.

In fact, as the performance continues, yq
find The African American Talisn't a single
tale but a multitude of tales folded around or]
another like the buds of a flower. As the tale
told, each separate petal unfolds, some at {
same time, others alone.

The story of great kings and beautiful Africal
queens is danced in powerful movements a
lavish costumes. At one time, these kings at

queens ruled Africa, the show proclaims. AfricB.J. Woods (center) sings a jazz number during an upbeat section of the show.

was athriving, advanced culture when other cit

to the explosive jazz era and finally to Dr. King's
dream that a day will come when a person is not
judged by the color of his or her skin but his or
her character.

The African American Tals truly a multi-
tude of stories about African Americans — but
even this multifaceted tale, rich with history,
passion, hope and struggle, is not the entire
story.The African American Tales yet another
dimension: the stories of its cast, which are ul-
timately the story of the SGI's peace movement.
No one better understands this than the group’s
director, Burt Woods, affectionately called
“B.J." by the cast.

B.J. joined the practice in 1989. He soon
hooked up with the SGI-USABhis Is America
group and also participated on a flashcard team.
Because of his skill and experience as a long-
time performer and choreographer, who had
danced with Michael Jackson and Della Reese,
B.J. was asked to look infiche African Ameri-
can Talgo see what he could contribute. Always
looking for a challenge, B.J. thought the piece
could develop his directorial skills. He dis-
cussed it with Gail Bunn, the author and initia-
tor, and then took over as director.

When B.J. first sawrhe African American
Tale performed in Long Beach, the cast num-
bered only six or seven and the roles were lim-
ited to mainly speaking and acting. He knew in-
stantly what it would take to create a magnificent
performance: more daimoku, unity and fear-
lessness about who they were. And there was an-
other necessary element: diversity. Back then the
group consisted primarily of African Americans.
Today, Italians, Jews, African Americans, Cau-
casians and Japanese participate.

ilizations around the world were still in their infancy. comes slow and sorrowful, weighing heavily in the limbs “Diversity is the way to save humanity,” B.J. ex-
Suddenly this pride is shattered by the next story: thadftthe dancers and sketched in agony on their faces.plained. “We all have humanity in us that transcends
of slavery. This story of capture is danced with quick sud- The tale doesn’t stop with slavery but shows the coeelor.” Telling the story in a harsh, blaming tone was
den movements of panic and terror. When the capturéimied struggles and celebrations of blacks in this coun-
complete and the clenching chains bound, the story b taking us through the decades from cotton-picking

PLEASE SEE TALE, 12
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n his speech at the Hok- equality under the law and

kaido General Chapter freedom of religion.

Leaders Meeting, Shin'ichi ® Article 20 of the constitu-

praised the members’ gw ”man 61/0 ”lzm tion mandated the separation
splendid bearing and appear of church and state. Batate
ance. The members’ lively here meant the national gov-
spirit and growing prosperity, By HO GOKU - ILLustraten BY KENICHIRO UCHIDA ernment, not political parties;
evident each time he visited and church, religion or reli-
Hokkaido, was itself actual Volume 5, Chapter 4 gious organizations. The arti-
proof of the great beneficial ° cle separated the national
power of the Law, he told I government and religion,
them. He stressed that the tim: lon saying that the state must re-
to accomplish kosen-rufu was main neutral and unaffiliated

at last upon them. religiously and could not in-
He continued: “President Translation of parts 10-12 of the ‘Lion’ chapter, as printed iS#ikyo Shimbythe Soka Gakkai's terfere with religious activi-
Toda often said: ‘In the War- daily newspaper. Ho Goku is the pen name of Daisaku Ikeda, who appears in the novelas S n’ities. It did not prohibit reli-

ring States peridf feudal- Yamamoto. The events take place in 1962. gious organizations from
istic Japan, the samurai had ti taking part in political activ-

wear armor and helmets. Dur- ities.

ing the Pacific warmonpe The principle of the sepa-

[baggy female work pants gathered at the The Hokkaido cold played havoc withdhist ideals. With this unsurpassed phiration of church and state as articulated
ankles] became an essential clothing ite@hin’ichi’s health, but he pushed himselfosophy and its unbounded compassian Japan’s Constitution was based on the
forwomen. But neither armor nmonpe  to the limit to meet and encourage menas our guide, we pledge to apply thesegal history of the West and was a result
are necessary today. The times havers, to exert himself for their well-beingideals in a contemporary fashion and, asf the lessons learned from the acts of re-
changed. Similarly, you can't sell heatAll who came in contact with him werethe most democratic of political organidigious repression perpetrated before and
ing coal in the summer, nor can you selkeft with a palpable sense that a newations, to demonstrate an unwaverinduring World War Il by the Japanese gov-

ice in the winter. Everything has itsspringtime — a fresh season alive wittopposition to all injustice. ernment, which had made Shinto the state
proper time. It's the same with Bud-promise — would soon be upon them.  “These points constitute our basic phireligion in order to promote its Imperial-
dhism. Now is the right time for Nichiren losophy. Now | will announce the Komeiist national war policy. Article 20 was
Daishonin’s Buddhism to spread widely gray fog blanketed Tokyo on JanPolitical Federation’s policy platform.” implemented to bolster religious free-
throughout the world.’ 17. That day the 40th regular ses- Seki went on to identify opposition todom, not to limit it.

“In fact, the Gakkai is advancing at a, sion of the Japanese Diet resumeduclear weapons, preservation of Japan’s As a result, the Soka Gakkai was per-
blistering pace toward a membership having been in recess for the Nevdemocratic peace constitution, fair anéectly free to sponsor candidates for elec-

3 million households. The time for theYear's holidays. Opening ceremoniefionest elections, clean politics and thgons, as well as to take part in political
worldwide spread of Nichiren Daisho-were held in the plenary chamber of thetrengthening of the House of Counactivities.
nin's Buddhism has surely arrived. | wistHouse of Councilors [Upper House] atilors’ autonomy as comprising the In fact, the basic aims of religion and
to declare that now is the time for thel1:00 that morning. Afterward, reportergroup’s major agenda. politics are the same: to ensure happiness
Bodhisattvas of the Earth to awaken tand photographers from a dozen news or- The last point addressed the need to résr the people. But the two operate on dif-
their mission. Let's advance confidentlyganizations, including the major newspaform the House of Councilors and solidferent levels. If religion is the earth, the
and joyously again this year to work fopersAsahiandMainichi, and the govern- ify its autonomy from the House of Rep-basis of everything, political activity is a
the happiness of our friends.” ment-sponsored TV station NHK,resentatives so that the bicameratee thatflourishes ontop ofit. Given this
After the general chapter meetingassembled in the pressroom on the thitdgislature could perform its originally fundamental distinction, the way they go
Shin’ichi attended a meeting of districtloor of the House of Councilors building.intended function. about achieving their aims must also be
leaders from around Hokkaido at the\ group of House of Councilors repre- The prime purpose of the House oflifferent.
Hokkaido Headquarters Building. Heresentatives who were Soka Gakkai menouncilors when it was established was This might be illustrated by a look at
he again stressed that the time fdsers — Hisao Seki, Chuhei Yamadair&o correct the excesses of, and to makke approach politics and religion take to
kosen-rufu had arrived. and others — were seated on a sofa in tiip for any shortcomings in, legislatiorthe problem of nuclear arms. As a reli-
“If we have indeed entered the time ofoom’s center. Seki, looking a bit nerpassed by the more openly partisagious institution, the Soka Gakkai’s role
kosen-rufu,” he said, “then, as the Gosheous, began to speak. House of Representatives [Lowers to cultivate in the minds of individuals
predicts, the three obstacles and four dev- “We representatives who are supportedouse]. But the Upper House, too, hathe idea that nuclear weapons threaten
ils will appear and persecution will def-by the Soka Gakkai have formed a politibecome heavily partisan — so much sour basic right to life and therefore must
initely assail us. We will also be the tarcal group called the Komei [Clean Govthat it often functioned as no more thabe eliminated. The function of politics, in
get of malicious schemes, criticism an@&rnment] Political Federation,” he said. an extension of the House of Represeontrast, is to seek, in the context of dif-
slander. Nevertheless, it is precisely by A buzz rose momentarily from the retatives. The Komei Political Federatiorfering national interests, points of agree-
struggling against obstacles and perseorters, but Seki went on speaking: “Wevanted to restore the Upper House to iteient and cooperation among nations that
cution that we can attain Buddhahood. have called this news conference today tariginal function as the conscience otan lead to practical negotiations for re-

“Hokkaido has the glorious historyannounce this fact.” With that he begathe legislature. ducing and eventually eliminating such
of triumphing over the injustices per-to read the guiding principles of the armaments.
petrated against our members in thKomei Political Federation: he primary reason Shin’ichi Ya- Religion also differs from politics in
Yubari Coal Miners Union Incident. A “We are deeply concerned that all po- mamoto decided to take the step dhat it bases itself on an absolute truth or
commitment to truth and a firm refusalitical parties, whether conservative or pro- forming the Komei Political Fed- ideal, while politics is concerned with

to tolerate injustice characterize thgressive, devote most of their time and en- eration was that it was importantthe temporal or worldly realm, in which
lofty spirit that pervades Hokkaido.ergy to factional infighting, place partisarin his judgment, to preserve the Sokallis relative and changing. For these rea-
With this sense of justice, please alwayisiterests above the welfare of the Japane&akkai as a strictly religious organizatiorsons, Shin’ichi had concluded that a clear
hold high the banner of triumph for thepeople and, as a result, are increasingtiiat refrained from direct involvement inorganizational and institutional distinc-

ordinary people. My most fervent wishalienated from the electorate. government. This, he felt, was particution between the religious and political
is that the ‘lions of Hokkaido’ will rise  “The Komei Political Federation is larly vital when considering the Gakkai'sactivities of the Soka Gakkai was needed.
to this challenge.” fundamentally different from other par-future. His aim was that the Gakkai, oHe had felt that the best direction to head

The following day, Shin’ichi managedties. We are dedicated to promoting poliits own accord, would implement an inin would be for a political organization
to squeeze some time out of his tighties that will ensure that social prosperstitutional division between religion andto direct all political activities, while the
schedule to attend a wedding receptiaity leads to individual happiness and tehe political activities it supported. Soka Gakkai limited itself to popular sup-
for Fusataro Fujita, the Hokkaido youngachieving not only true happiness and Essentially, Japan’s Constitutionport of the political organization and its
men'’s division chief, and Makiko Aoi, a prosperity for the people of Japan but lasguaranteed religious groups the right toandidates.
local young women'’s division membering peace for humanity the world over. field political candidates and participate
He wanted to offer his congratulations on “Our political ideals are founded inin politics. To bar religious organiza- (To be continued)
this fresh start for two young people whdNichiren Daishonin’s spirit ofissho tions from involvement in political ac-
would shoulder responsibility for theankoku— the realization of a peacefultivities was an infringement upon the
coming era. and prosperous society based on Budireedom of expression, the guarantee af A 100-year period from 1467 to 1568.
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Winning the
Struggle
With Myself

Your victory is determined by gcting, percussion, music ang
whether you win or lose inthe  the music business. My drean
struggle with yourselves, with  \yas to work for Island Records|
your own limitations in this because my favorite band, U2 -
bat;le with the devnl_lsh nature \yas on that label. & s - B . s g
of life. — SGI President Ikeda  Around this time | started Danielle Opyt has discovered renewed confidence in herself through a sincere practice, and now enjoys her work
Aug. 20, 1990World Tribune  practicing Nichiren Daishonin’s at Manga Entertainment, a film and video company that markets and distributes Japanese animation nationally.
Buddhism. | was terrified to chant

s the youngest child in at first, and my practice was verygongyo; | chanted for a total ofager for his first U.S.

my family, lwas afol- inconsistent. There were already®7 hours. To my surprise, thetour!

lower and never de- enough negative effects in myband walked into the nightclub | worked directly with

veloped a strong self- life, however, and | was ready towhere | was working part time Island Records in New
identity. | started failing math in make some positive causes. + right up to me! This encour- York and was responsible
elementary school and began tgoined the Fife and Drum Corpsaged me to challenge my innefor the budget, income,
put myself down. | tried to apply to strengthen myself and mylife as | saw how | could changeexpense reports and pay
myself, but it was very difficult practice and especially to developny environment with sincere ing everyone. After a cou-
and | became discouraged, whicltourage. | worked full time and and consistent practice. ple of weeks on the road,
affected my other classes. Thearried a full class load, keeping however, the record com-
school system labeled me as slowery busy, but still not dealing t the sports store | got mypany decided not to give

| didn’t understand the impor- with my issues of responsibility first promotion and quit two us any more financial sup-
tance of education. | didn't like and self-esteem. In 1990, afteof the part time jobs. | had man-port. | couldn’t believe it.
myself, lost my self-confidence, five years, | finally graduated agementresponsibilitiesandwas We were devastated
became depressed and turned myith a degree in arts, entertainlearning accounting and book-but decided to continue.
frustration and anger inward. In-ment and media management. keeping. Again | struggled with Now my responsibilities
stead of dealing with these issues, | was exhausted from strug-math, but this time | was deter-were doubled. Buddhist
| blocked them out of my reality gling and didn’t know what to do mined to defeat this karma. Thepractice on the road was very difvideo company marketing and
and dug myself deeper into darkwith my life. Finally starting to more | chanted about defeatindicult, and | often called fellow distributing Japanese animation
ness. | was completely dependerthant and do gongyo consistentlythe devilish functions in my life, members for encouragement imationally, would be located in
on the environment for solutions| quit my job at the hotel andthe more my faith deepened andaith. | used my practice to be-the offices of the old record com-
to my problems. began working as an extra in sevthe more my life started movingcome more centered and to depany in Chicago.
| did have a talent for sportseral major movies being shot inin a positive direction. velop the confidence | neededto | was hired as the theatrical

and became very involved in ath-Chicago. | applied for better jobs  Slowly | developed the cour- handle this responsibility. publicist and fan club director.
letics, which took me further butwas never hired because | hadge and wisdom to face issues The reason | had always bee®ur animation studio in Eng-
from academics and reinforcedho experience; all the jobs | hadhat had long been buried. | re-defeated before was my tendencland created and produced the
my dependence on the externaheld were menial. alized that my depression cameo base my happiness on the erdrawings in U2's music video
Eventually entering a fine arts  Using the experience | hadnot from external circumstancesvironment. This time, | put the for Batman Returnsvhich won
college, | was determined togained during college working but from deep within my life. practice firstand myworries later.an MTV award for Best Euro-
apply myself 100 percent to myfor small local record labels andMy consistent practice allowedWith a strong life condition, | de- pean Video. One of our theatri-
studies — but the second weelbands, | started my own busi-me to see the negative tendenveloped self-reliance and confi-cal releasesGhost in the Shell
my father was killed in a car ac-ness booking and promotingcies in my life and take respon-dence. The crowds came, and whas a U2 song on the soundtrack.

cident. My life was destroyed. I local musicians. | now had threesibility for changing them. | completed the tour. Through my practice of Bud-
couldn’t break this chain of mis- part-time, low-paying jobs that began to break out of my de- When | returned home, thedhism | have reconstructed my
fortune and genuine sadness. Abarely covered my basic needspression and self-slander. record company was out of busiinner life. I now have the life and

18 I was shocked and scared. Finally, | took a job as a cashier | joined the Byakuren to ness. Forthe firsttime, | was concareer | was so desperately seek-
My father left us in such a ter-at a sports store. It was there mghange my negative attitudecerned about the people who hathg when my father died. By
rible financial situation we had to human revolution began. about work. | learned to think of lost their jobs rather than myself.strengthening my practice, |
sell our house. | had based allmy With this job, | was back in the other people’s happiness and gatvhen | went back to cashiering,strengthened my life. | no longer
security on my father and thatsame situation as when my dadbeyond the “poor me” syndromel knew something deep in my lifejudge my worth by how others
house. Now | felt abandoned had died, exceptthat now | was 24hat weighed me down. | begarhad changed. | had pride and selfsee me. | take responsibility for
alone and without a home. land a college graduate. | was ento feel compassion for othersrespect; | accepted and liked whany successes and failures and no
wanted to continue college butbarrassed — my life was goingand learned what value-creatiori was. | was finally ready to takelonger blame my environment.
had to work full time instead. | backward. Depression resurfaceevas all about. full responsibility formylifeand | am determined more than
was angry with myself for wast- and grew deeper. | sat around or With my new attitude, | soon was at peace with myself for theever to develop my intellect and
ing time at sports rather thanslept mostofthe time. | read Presmet the president of a localfirst time. create value in my life. | want to
scholastics. | thought if | wereident Ikeda’s guidance that “Bud-record company owned by |s- thank President Ikeda for his
smarter | might get a better job,dhism is the mirror that perfectlyland Records and one of hi ne day before my 27th birth-guidance and all the SGI mem-
but | did not want all this respon-reflects our lives” and realizedartists, LaTour. | wanted to cre- day, | got a surprising phonebers for their support in helping
sibility. It didn’t seem fair. | was that something deep in my lifeate value in my personal lifecall. The former president of theme win. | am now taking re-
miserable and begrudged my lifeneeded to be resolved. and determined to do threerecord company offered me asponsibility as ayoung women'’s
Hoping to start over, Imoved | heard that U2 was coming tothings: to go on tour with La- full-time job. | didn’'t even need division group chief and am de-
to Chicago from the suburbs andChicago on their Zoo TV Tour. Tour; to get a job at the localtointerview. Island’s founder wastermined to work with the SGI
became a maid at an upscal®ly excitement and strong de-record company; and to workextending one of his Europearand President Ikeda to share the
hotel. | went back to college,sire to connect with the bandinternationally. Soon after, | companiesinto the United Stategoy and truth of practicing this
paying for it myself. | studied helped me to never missbecame LaTour’s road man-Manga Entertainment, a film andBuddhism. WT]
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SGI President Ikeda gave the
following speech at the 6th
Headquarters Leaders Meeting,
held at the Tokyo Makiguchi
Memorial Hall in Hachioji,

Dec. 16, 1996.

y thanks and deep-

est appreciation

for your many ef-

forts this year.
Thank you! | also thank the
musicians for their wonderful
performance.

Earlier, the Tokyo Wind En-
semble performed a rousing med
ley of Soka Gakkai songs.

Let's always keep singing
Gakkai songs together! Let us
move forward, joined in jubilant
song!

All day today, from this mag-
nificent “Makiguchi Castle,” we
had a glorious view of snow-
capped Mount Fuji. The sight of
the beautiful, inspiring peak of
Mount Fuji always moves me to|
press my palms together and bo!
my head in reverence.

The gesture of joining one’s
palms together in prayer or rev4
erence, incidentally, symbolizeq
the mutual possession of the te
worlds.

Make Mount Fuji
Your Model

Mount Fuji reminds me of the
novelMiyamoto Musashin ac-
count of the 17th-century maste

swordsman of that name, writterJosé Marti (1835-95), author and national hero of Cuba.

Youth, Build the

by the well-known Japanese
writer Eiji Yoshikawa (1892—
1962). My fifth-grade teacher,
Mr. Hiyama, read it aloud to our
class.

I will quote a passage from the
book that has remained engraved
on my mind since thattime. These
words contain a deep truth, and |
have mentioned them many times
in my speeches:

Rather than worrying about your
future, thinking, “Perhaps |
should become this. Perhaps |
should become that,” first be still
and build a self that is as solid and
unmoving as Mount Fuiji.

Never court the favor of peo-
ple in society. If you become
someone who is looked up to by
others, then the world will natu-
rally accord you the value you
merit!

Never be shaken, no matter
what happens or what others
say. Never be flustered. Never
lose confidence. This is the way
we should strive to live our
lives. Doing so is a sign of gen-
uine character.

Developing a resolute self is
even more crucial for SGI mem-

New Century!

When you look within your heart, and when
you reflect on your present actions, you should be

like the earth illuminated by the rays of the

morning sun. You should feel the directness and
purity of the morning’s light. Leave the realm of
petty concerns to others. You are better than that.
Pass through that realm lightly, with a smile on

your lips.

— José Marti

bers, given that the essence of
Nichiren Daishonin’s teachings
is to selflessly dedicate our lives
for the sake of the Law. We must
make a firm commitment to
wholeheartedly devote ourselves
to our chosen spheres of en-
deavor, to keep striving in our
fields of mission until our last
breaths.

Once, when | was still a youth
division member, Mr. Toda and |
were alone, gazing up at Mount
Fuji, and he said: “Daisaku,
Mount Fuji seems to be still and
serene, but its summit is buffeted
by raging winds. Likewise, any-
one who stands at the top must
also brave raging winds.” | will
never forget those words as long
as | live.

In any event, | wanted to share
that stirring passage from
Miyamoto Musashwith all of
you today.

Mr. Toda declared, “A new
century will be created by the
power and passion of youth.” In
just a few years, the 21st century
will be upon us. The Soka Gakkai
and the SGI have entered the time
to entrust the members of the
youth division with kosen-rufu’s
future. The youth division has be-
come a presence of decisive im-
portance in our movement.

Times change. They must. Un-
less they do, a new age will never
dawn.

In that spirit, | call upon the
members of the men’s and
women’s divisions to make every
effort to support and train the
youth division members, so that
the youth can blaze a truly mag-
nificent path as successors.

Fresh Focus on
Youth Division
Leaders Meetings

| hope the members of the
youth division will also advance
with that determination. And |
hope that they will brilliantly
carry on the mission of the Soka
Gakkai — an unrivaled organi-
zation that has appeared in ac-
cord with the Buddha’s will and
decree, a noble organization
dedicated to making kosen-rufu
a reality.

Toward that end, | would like
to make a proposal: From next
year [1997], in our lead-up to the
21st century, how about starting
the youth division monthly lead-
ers meetings again, kicking off
the new year with the 1st All-
Japan Young Men'’s Division
Meeting and 1stAll-Japan Young
Women's Division Meeting? [A
joint young men’s and young
women’s division meeting was
held Jan. 11.]

PLEASE SEE SPEECH, NEXT PAGE
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SPEECH, FROM PREVIOUS PAGE cause we advance with this spirit,
we are never deadlocked.

The SGl is an order of believ-
ers dedicated to carrying out the
Buddha'’s will and decree, a body
created in accord with the wish of
the original Buddha. It will ad-
vance for eternity. We shouldn’t
allow ourselves to be overly pre-
occupied by the minor concerns
of the present. Gazing down on
the praise and criticisms of others
: from a higher perspective, we
am also counting on the mem should always look to the future
bers of the youth division to open and have a firm commitment to
the way to a wonderful new age eternal progress.
of the SGI. : When we change our attitude,
we can change our circumstances.
Buddhism teaches the principles
of the oneness of life and its envi-
ronment and that a life-moment

| visited Cuba this year [Junel possesses 3,000 realms.
1996]. It was a most memorableJapan’s Mount Fuji. Josei Toda once said: ‘Mount Fuji seems to be still and serene, but its summit is buffeted by When Mrs. Sats looked

If possible, | ask all of the top
leaders, from Soka Gakkai Pres
ident Akiya on down, to attend
these meetings and lend their ful
support to the youth.

Making these meetings mile-
stones in your advance for
kosen-rufu, please build a solid
tradition that will endure into the |
coming century; please foster ¢
great river of capable people.

‘Wealth of the Spirit’ Is
True Beauty

visit. José Marti (1853-95), theraging winds. Likewise, anyone who stands at the top must also brave raging winds. around her, she noticed that peo-
Cuban writer, is admired by the ple of diverse talents were occu-
people of that country as a na- His words resound with pro- her boundless hope. Today, mendine Buddhist is a person ofpying her cell. Nothing was to be
tional hero for his tireless strug-found truth. The “realm of petty bers of the SGI organization inwisdom and conviction. gained by sitting around moping.
gle to free his homeland fromconcerns” is of no interest to usRussia, who began their activi- She decided to make use of the
Spanish colonial rule. In the lasteither. Our gaze is focused orties as a chapter just two yearEncouraging Others women’s abilities by organizing
two years of his life, Marti wrote the profound and noble realm ofago [1994], are applying them- a school — a classroom in the

a series of encouraging letters tothe eternal. Buddhism is aselves diligently to the two ways There were several other incell where they could share and
ayoung girl, fromwhich I'll share search for eternal happinessof practice and study. If Mrs. Satsnocent female prisoners in theexchange the knowledge each
some excerpts with you today. Please calmly survey the everwere still alive, | know they cell where Mrs. Sats was incarpossessed.
Marti writes: changing, evanescent worldwould find a sympathetic sup-cerated. They were allnumbwith  One woman lectured on chem-
from the lofty perspective of porterin her. fear and sadness at their plightistry, another on medicine. Mrs.
A person who possesses wealth dfaith and remain true to your be- When Mrs. Sats was young,Though Mrs. Sats was in anSats, with herrich theatrical back-
the spirit has no need for physicaliefs and convictions. her husband, though innocent oequally dismal predicament, sheground, sang for them. On one
adornment. Those who care only We must follow our chosen any crime, was executed duringlid not withdraw into her sorrow. occasion, she recited a Pushkin
for their physical appearance argpath. Let’s continue to make ourone of Stalin’s purges. She herShe immediately began to thinkpoem with a clear, vital voice that
often spiritually impoverished, way on the great road to eternaself was falsely accused of aof how she could raise the spiritanspired courage in the hearts of
and try to conceal that povertyhappiness and development. crime and sentenced to fiveof her despairing cellmates. Byher listeners.

with exterior trappings. Those years in prison, a substantial parthinking of others, the sunof hope The cell was dark and isolated
who are aware of their inner The Courageous of which was spent in laborbegan to rise in her heart. — which made it a perfect place
beauty don't seek borrowed Example of Mrs. Sats camps in Siberia. Yet in spite of Women are strong. Womento study! It also served as a the-
beauty from outside. They shine such persecution, she refused tare like the sun. The Japanesater in which the women enjoyed
with the knowledge of theirinner ~ Recently, | received a bookrenounce her principles andfeminist and social activist Rai- the arts.
beauty. from Moscow, an autobiogra-fought dauntlessly against hercho Hiratsuka (1886-1971) ex- Your attitude can totally trans-
They also make an effort to phy of Natalia Sats, who is re-oppressors. presses a universal truth when shi@rm your situation. The thing is
cheer up others and to make thengarded as the mother of the In her autobiography, she re-writes, “In the beginning, womanto decide to spend each day hap-
happy. Thatis because they knowchildren’s arts movement incalls her experiences in Siberiawas truly like the sur?” pily and productively — wher-

it is their duty as a human beingRussia and beloved by childrerHer interrogators were devious Mrs. Sats also writes in herever you happen to be. A wise

to bring joy, and not sorrow, to the world over. She died justand cruel. They promised her shautobiography: “I should help person can create value under any

others. three years ago [1993], at thevould be released and returned tthem and myself to survive. |circumstances.

Moreover, those who areage of 90. Viktor Prokhorov, her family if she would make need to switch my thinking, try

aware of their own beauty seepresident of the Moscow Statefalse statements incriminating hetto believe that this present realGiving Courage, Hope,

beauty in others. That allowsChildren’s Musical Theater, friends. She told her interroga-ity is by no means the end..” Whatever One Can

them to respect and value bottwhich Mrs. Sats founded, sentors simply: “I'm sorry, but | was Her resolve was that no matter

themselves and othefs. me the book. taught from childhood to respecthow wretched her present cir- Buddhism, of course, teaches
The bonds of friendship thatthe truth. That's why | would cumstances appeared, her lif¢hat “the mind is like a skilled

On another occasion, heMrs. Sats and | cultivated whilenever purchase the happiness afias not over — and she wouldpainter” (MW-2 [2nd ed.], 133).

writes: she was alive continue to this daymy loved ones with a li¢”’She fight to the very end. Like a skilled painter, the mind
I, and indeed the SGI membersproudly upheld her dignity as a can freely draw and portray any-
Love and cherish your mother.have many such friends arounchuman being. She lived a brav&furning Defeat Into a thing at will. Consequently, life it-
You should be proud of the factthe world. In her autobiography,and noble life. Cause for Victory self is a great painting created by
that this woman who is your Mrs. Sats also writes of hermem- We are people of faith — the mind. It is a work of art that
mother brought you into the ories of our meetings. faith is the ultimate conviction.  Mr. Toda once told me: “You our minds produce.
world. When you look within Nothing could be sadder orcan make a defeat the cause for In offering guidance to mem-

your heart, and when you re- President Ikeda and Nataliamore shortsighted, therefore future victory. You can also makebers, too, we can relate any num-
flect on your present actions,Sats met seven times, the firshan complaining or giving up victory the cause for future de-ber of beautiful dramas of faith,
you should be like the earth il- being in May 1981 in Moscow.when we encounter some smalfeat.” The Buddhism of Nichiren if we set our minds to it.
luminated by the rays of the The Moscow State Children’sobstacle in our path. The Dai-Daishoninisthe Buddhismofthe If a person is hungry, we
morning sun. You should feel Musical Theater also visited shonin writes, “The wise may True Cause, the Buddhism of theshould give him or her bread to
the directness and purity of theJapan twice atthe invitation ofthebe called human, but thepresent and the future. We don’eat. When there is no bread, we
morning’s light. Leave the Min-On Concert Association.  thoughtless are no more thamwell on the past. We are alwaysan at least give nourishing
realm of petty concerns to oth- animals” The Major Writings challenging ourselves from thewords. To a person who looks ill
ers. You are better than that. Mrs. Sats once said that theof Nichiren Daishoninvol. 2 present toward the future. “Theor is physically frail, we can turn
Pass through that realm lightly, Buddhist view of eternal life she[2nd ed.], p. 240). We don’t whole future lies ahead of us! We

with a smile on your lips. had learned from me had giverwant to be thoughtless. A gen-have only just begun!” — be- PLEASE SEE SPEECH, NEXT PAGE
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SPEECH

SPEECH, FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
encouragement to set forth withfriends.
the conversation to some subjeatenewed determination in faith.

determination to get better.

person we meet: joy, couragemany other people.

us always give something.
For instance, there may bealogue can produce such ripplesiadeship and faith. To confuse

some people who, for one reasosuch efforts have been the secréhe means and the end is a telf We Attain

or another, have no room in theitto the SGI's development to thisrible mistake. When an organi-Buddhahood in This
hearts to enjoy the beauty of flow-day. So if we resolve to redoublezation begins to exist for its Life, We Attain

ers. They come home after workpur commitment to such efforts,own sake, it will lapse into the Complete Freedom

move them with warm-heartedism. In other words, it is making natural for you. The importantthem, this strife-filledahaworld
thing is that you change in somes one of the worst.
Friendship is strong. Friend- positive way. There is surely no
that will lift his or her spirits and Determinations inspired in thisship, camaraderie and unity inmore exhilarating life than one in
fill him or her with the hope and way tend to last. They becomédaith lie at the heart of the SGl.which we write our unique history
catalysts, causing ripple effectsThey come before the organi-of human revolution each day. And
Let us give something to eachthat spread out to touch manyzation. We must never make thehe growth and transformation we
mistake of thinking that it is the achieve in this way can convince
hope, assurance, philosophy, wis- But only steady efforts to visit other way around. The organi-people of the greatness of the Dai-
dom or avision for the future. Letone member after another and taation serves as a means foshonin’s Buddhism more elo-
conduct sincere heart-to-heartdideepening friendship, com-quently than anything else.

In “The Four Debts of Gratitude,”
for example, Nichiren Daishonin
writes, “Since allthe lands inthe ten
directions, with the exception of
those in theahaworld system, are
pure lands, their people, being gen-
tlehearted, neither abuse nor hate
the worthies and sages” (MW-5, 3).

Going back to the passage
from “The Opening of the
Eyes,” the Daishonin instructs
us not to doubt the great benefit

complain about their day, and gave can create another powerfulice of all failed organizations
to sleep. We can try to help thenripple effect. It is along this path— authoritarianism.

of the Lotus Sutra, forin the long
Allow me now to share with term we will definitely be pro-

change their mind-set by drawingthat the eternal development of As aresult of our SGl activities you a passage — a famous pagected. Even if we appear to suf-

their attention to the beauty ofkosen-rufu lies.
flowers or of a work of art. That

open their hearts and minds to affor people to suffer by them-treasuresin our lives day after day.
sorts of new possibilities. selves. Alone, our suffering

Please become outstandingnly deepens. Hope disappearEverything Starts With
leaders who can use your mindéluman beings need to be withOur Human Revolution
with precision and sensitivity and among other human beings.
just as the hands of a great artigEngagement with others forges We are practitioners of the

to spread friendship in our localsage — from the “The Openingfer temporary setbacks, he says,
Mrs. Sats and her fellow pris-communities and throughout soci-of the Eyes” that | have citedwe can always turn poison into
often is enough to get them tooners decided that it was wrongety, we are accumulating valuablenany times:

healing medicine.

The Daishonin also tells us not
Although I and my disciples may to be discouraged if our lives
encounter various difficulties, if aren’t of ease and comfort. If they
we do not harbor doubts in ourwere, we would never be tested or
hearts, we will as a matter offorge inner strength. If one can eat
course attain Buddhahood. Doand sleep whenever one wants,

use a brush. our characters and enriches usDaishonin’s Buddhism. | hope
There may be times, certainlythat each of you will live in such
when being a member of an ora manner that others will look at
ganization seems bothersomgou and say, “She is a wonder-
and we just want to be alone. Buful person!” and “I want to be
Mrs. Sats’ cell was small, buthow sad it is if we are left alonelike that!” | hope each of you, in
a great history was created therewithout any support and then lose/our unique way, will script the
Small gatherings are impor-our faith. True growth comeswonderful drama of your
tant. There is nothing specialfrom striving together with our human revolution.
about speaking at a large meeffellow members in the living  What is human revolution?
ing and being applauded by aealm of human beings, ourselve&Vhen a person who has spent all
huge audience. Small, incon-experiencing the rich gamut ofhis or her time playing and goof-
spicuous gatherings — discushuman emotions. ing off suddenly starts to study,
sion meetings, home visits and that's human revolution. When a olution that can never be de-
personal guidance — are whaThe Purpose of the person who has hardly ever “We will as a matter of course rived from merely leading a life
really matter. Large meetingsOrganization Is To opened the Gosho begins to readttain Buddhahood” — if we of idle pleasure. That is why
tend to be like a one-way streetDeepen Our Faith it; when a person who didn'twork keep up the struggle during thighe Daishonin sternly warns
with all the talking coming from very hard gets up early and starttfe, we will attain Buddhahood, that we must not forget the
one side. They don’t allow Mrs. Sats was a great philosoto work — that, too, is humanthe Daishonin assures us. Spromises we have made when
everyone to participate and culpher and humanist. Humanism isevolution. whatever difficulties you may the crucial moment comes.
tivate their true abilities. not some grand, high-sounding It doesn’t matter in what area,meet, he urges, work to attain Let us join together to make
Truly capable leaders can entheory. It means having faith inbutjust keep working on your per-Buddhahood in this lifetime. 1997 another year of magnificent
gage others, on a one-to-onéuman beings and forging linkssonal revolution to transform and  As the Daishonin writes in an-triumph!
basis, in inspiring dialogue andwith others. This is true human-improve yourself in the way mostother Gosho: “This life is like a  Please give my warmest re-
dream. One cannot know if hegards to all your fellow members.
will live untiltomorrow” (MW-4,  And thank you once again for
283). This is the truth, and thereyour hard work over the past
is nothing we can do about it. Butyear. | wish all of you the very
attaining Buddhahood in this life- best of health and a very happy
time means creating a self of utteNew Year!
freedom throughout eternity. This  Cheers for the youth divi-
is the purpose of faith. Whethersion! W}
we attain such a state of being or

not have doubts simply becauseone only grows lazy and spoiled.
heaven does not lend you protec- We can only achieve a bril-
tion. Do not be discouraged be-liant, indestructible, diamondlike
cause you do not enjoy an easytate of life through struggling
and secure existence in this lifewith obstacles and hardships.
This is what | have taught my dis-That is why the Daishonin de-
ciples morning and evening, andclared, “One should regard meet-
yet they begin to harbor doubtsing obstacles as true peace and
and abandon their faith. comfort” (Gosho Zenshp. 750).
Foolish men are likely to for- ~ Our Buddhist practice en-
get the promises they have madéails much hard work and ef-
when the crucial moment comesfort, but there is also the
(MW-2 [2nd ed.], 180) tremendous joy of human rev-

History Is Made in
Inconspicuous Places

(Hardcover) o ] Ir;]ottr:;ss tlri}t;t%e:sure of our victory1 . giji rﬁ‘swaﬁa‘miygrﬁow Mli)_
7Y e ! . sas OKYO: ROKKO uppan-ou,
Translated by Burton Watson and others ers o : Transforming one’s inner 1965),vol. 5, p. 8.
. - o e : state of life cannot be done2. Translated from Spanistiosé
Edited by Phillip Yampolsky '.ﬂfﬁhﬁﬂﬂuh through science, economics or Marti Epistolario (Havana: Edi-
7/—his final work of the late Prof. Yampolsky of b vl e politics. Only the Daishonin’s E,%Téédgggg_‘:'as Sociales, 1993),
) R . SRR Buddhism enables us to do thisg (14" "1 49
Columbia University is an essential and compre- f -1oid., p. :

And we have had the good f_or-4. Translated from Russian. Natalia

tune to encounter this Buddhism' satszhizn— Yavlenie Polosatoye

in this lifetime. (Life — Striped Pattern) (Moscow:
Once we attain Buddhahood Novosti, 1991), p. 293. )

in this life, on this planet, we can5- Raicho Hiratsuk&Seito” Josei

be born in a Buddha land other Kaihoron Shu(Compilation of

than the Earth. This Earth is not Egrs]af)r/gng rg;/}/t%rnme;gsazlzirr%e;?celgé-

the only place where human be- Kiyoko Horiba (Tokyo: Iwanami
ings live. There are infinite lands  Shoten, 1991), p. 18.
throughout the universe. Of all of6. Natalia Sats, ibid., p. 288.

Tt i
hensive collection of more than 70 letters terid B B L5
(Gosho) by Nichiren Daishonin. Translated for the

general reader.

Price: $39.00 M/O #: 0352
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KRT PHOTOS

‘If you want to say that | was a
drum major, say that I was a drum
major for justice; say that | was a
drum major for peace; | was a
drum major for righteousness.... |
just want to leave a committed life
behind.”

— Martin Luther King Jr.

Drum Majors
for Peace

Bonnie Boswell draws parallels
between Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s
movement for justice and our own

movement for peace, culture and

education
Dream” speech, is consideredn all of us to be out in front, Japan. He also led a committedhuman life and the inseparabil-
LOS ANGELES by his students to be his mosteading the band, strutting. life. Disturbed by the great suf-ity of life and all phenomenon

important. In it, he speaks out Well, apparently, Jesus an-ferings of people around him,— Nichiren Daishonin was vil-
me years ago, a managainst the war in Vietnam,swered them by saying: “Don’t Nichiren Daishonin left the ified, attacked, imprisoned and
said: “A true revolution global poverty and the need forgive up this instinct. It is a good priesthood to find a teaching thasentenced to death. He, too, was
f values will soon American society to go throughinstinct if you don’t distort it. would enable all people to be-a drum major for justice.
ause us to question thea “radical revolution of values.” But | want you to be firstin love. come happy. Nichiren Daishonin was con-
fairness and justice of many ofKing makes it abundantly clearl wantyou to be firstinmoralex-  He concluded that the esseneerned about the sufferings of oth-
our past and present policies. Ao all those who would narrow- cellence. | want you to be firstintial teaching of life was the ers. He challenged the govern-
true revolution of values will cast him that his fight is not lim- generosity.” phrase Nam-myoho-renge-kyoment to give up teachings that
soon look uneasily on the glar-ited to civil rights but extendsto  King concludes his remarksAnd that there was no differencewere driving the country to ruin.
ing contrast of poverty andjustice for all. by saying that after his death nobetween the Buddha and thén hisfamous treatise, the “Rissho
wealth. A true revolution of val- ~ When we, as Buddhists, re-to mention that he had a Nobecommon mortal. “Abutsu-bo is Ankoku Ron,” he notes: “There
ues will lay hands on the worldflect on the life of Dr. King, itis Prize. He said: “If you want to the treasure tower, and the treaare...strange occurrences on earth,
order and say of war ‘this way ofnot hard to draw parallels be-say that | was a drum major, saygure tower is Abutsu-bo,” hefamine and pestilence...spreading
settling differences is not just.’...tween his movement for justicethat | was a drum major for jus-said. “No other knowledge isthroughout the land.... Over half
America, the richest and mostand our own. | draw your atten-tice; say that | was a drum majopurposeful” The Major Writ- the population has already been
powerful nation in the world, tion to another of King’'s for peace; | wasadrum major forings of Nichiren Daishoniwvpol. carried off by death, and in every
can well lead the way in thisrev-speeches, called “The Drumrighteousness.... | just want tol, p. 30). He also wrote, “Therefamily someone grieves” (MW-2
olution of values.” Major Instinct.” In it King talks leave a committed life behind.” should be no discrimination[2nd ed.], 3).

The speaker was Martinabout two men who, believing Seven hundred years beforamong those who propagate the But Nichiren Daishonin was
Luther King Jr. This speech, de-Jesus was to become the king dfing, the ultimate drum major five characters of Myoho-renge-not content to watch his nation
livered one year to the day beisrael, asked to be appointed hifor justice was born. On Feb. 16 kyo” (MW-1, 93). decline. He said: “If even a good
fore his assassination, is calle¢losest assistants. King say4222, Nichiren Daishonin, the For this thesis on nondis-priest sees someone slandering
“A Time To Break Silence.” It, their request displayed thefounder of our Buddhism, wascrimination — the recognition
not the popular “I Have a “drummajorinstinct,”the desire bornin a small fishing village in of the fundamental dignity of all PLEASE SEE ESSAY, NEXT PAGE
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ESSAY, FROM PREVIOUS PAGE for the top 1 percent has balis the reason that...sages lea i 5
looned by 60 percent in the lastind do not return” (MW-2, [2nd. rtin Luther KII‘IQ, Jr.
the Law and disregards him,10 years.There is no peace anded.] 5). | believe one of the great uthe . becam
failing to reproach him, that security in this land. est sages of our land was Martirge ;
priest is betraying Buddhism. | wonder what Martin Luther Luther King Jr.
But if he takes the slanderer seKing Jr. would say about our The mainstream media,
verely to task, then he is my disdand, where certain forces co-opthrough intent or ignorance,
ciple and truly understands myand re-lexify the language of jus-have romanticized and margin
teachings” (MW-1, 30). Year tice. Now we have a “civil alized King as a civil rights
after year, whether on a desolateights” initiative that promotes leader. They have ignored th
beach, an isolated island or farthe myth that race is no longer arfiact that he was a drum major fo
away mountain, Nichiren Dai- issue in America. We practice thgustice and a prophet in our
shonin dedicated his life to tak-politics of denial in America — world. By ignoring his broader
ing to task those who denigratediespite the facts and despite themessage, they, in essence, ha
human life. He was a drumneed for justice. White malesdevalued him in the eyes of the
major for justice. constitute 47 percent of the worknation and removed from close
force yet occupy 95 percent of allexamination the full range of his
hen | look at our world top managerial job%Blacks are message, thus lessening his hig
today, | wonder what 11 percent of the population butoric significance.
Nichiren Daishonin would still are only 3 percent of its doc-
think. We have our share oftors and lawyer$.There is no Ithough he dipped down
famine, pestilence, war, earthpeace and security in this land. into a different spiritual
guakes and floods. And that's | believe Martin Luther King well, he challenged a corrupt,
justin Los Angeles. But there’sJr. and Nichiren Daishonin discriminatory and hateful soci-
more. Every day in our land,would want us all to be drum ma-ety to be better than it was. Heengagement is the transforming the gigantic mountains of evil,
135,000 children take guns tgors for justice. | think they took action against a lethargicexperience. a power that is able to make a
school; 27 children die from thewould expect us to take up thegovernment and an unjust jus- We are inseparable from our way out of no way and trans-
effects of poverty. More than mantle for peace. | think theytice system. He questioned theenvironment. And that’s the form dark yesterdays into
half of the yearly deaths arewould want us to challenge, tomoral values of an indifferentgood news. Because when we bright tomorrows.... The arc of
from suicideZ The United States the best of our abilities, thepublic. stand up in the middle of the the moral universe is long, but
imprisons more of its popula-forces that denigrate humanlife, Martin Luther King Jr. can be holocaust and, with prayer and it bends toward justice.
tion than South Africa did underwhenever we find the opportu-an example for all of us. Althoughaction, encourage others to re-
apartheid® There is no peace nities — on the job, in the voting he did not practice Buddhism, onform the tenets in their hearts, Let’s honor the great men
and security in this land. booth, in our neighborhoods. Wethe American scene | think wewe can begin the revolution ofthat came before us, eachin our

In the last 20 years, realare in the middle of a holocaust,can say he lived the spirit of Bud-human values. We honor merown way, by becoming drum
wages have plummeted for 8Gand few seem to notice. dhism. What Nichiren Daisho- like Nichiren Daishonin and majors for justice. Let's be-
percent of the populatictMIT To be drum majors for jus- nin’s Buddhism has to offer peo-Martin Luther King Jr. only by come drum majors for peace.
economist Lester Thurow hastice, we need to reeducate ourple that is so unique is what Kingcapturing their spirits — mak- Let's become drum majors for
said, “No country without a rev- selves. When popular culturecalled for: a revolution of values.ing their voices our voice, theirrighteousness. W]
olution or military defeat has ex-promotes greed as the path t@he practice of this Buddhismvisions our own. This alone
perienced such a sharp shift imappiness, we must seek ougives us away to experience, firstgives us hope — knowing therel Children’s Defense Fund
the distribution of earnings asnew sources of information. hand, the inseparability of our-is darkness before the dawnz' National Center for Health Sta-
America in the last generation."When the “watchdog of the gov-selves and others. This is the hetthat winter does turn to spring, ™ yistics.

Meanwhile, corporations, dri- ernment,” the press, is littleitage of the ultimate law of life to and that an arrow aimed at they Greennberg, Jack, “Apartheid Ex-
ven simply by short-term greed,more than a medium for enter-which we are heir. earth will surely make its mark.  ists on Death Row0s Angeles
have emerged as the dominarteinment — promoting sex, vi- | believe it is the difficult, In closing, | would like to  Times June 26, 1995.
governance institutions on theolence and banality at every turrionely struggle to speak up thashare some words from Martin4. Borosage, Robert, “Suffocating
planet. Economist David Korten— we need to seek out newallows a person to turn the negt.uther King Jr.'s last book, in a Consensus BudgetThe
points out that economic global-sources of information. ative drum-major instinct into a Where Do We Go From Hege _ Nation Dec. 11, 1995.
ization has shifted power away To be drum majors for jus- positive one. A person who en- 5. l'_-"”dv M'Cf}ge" To Have alngdgTo
from government responsibility tice, we need to study the sagegages him- or herself in the When our days become dreary6 F?Vr?k ;t,barrtp?és Jur;eh nSAf
for the public good. Our democ-of our land. In the “Rissho struggle and takes a corrupt so- with low-hovering clouds of 'firniatiileoAc?ioh sﬁfﬁfé?\m%es{
ratic institutions are rendered im-Ankoku Ron,” Nichiren Dai- ciety to task is forced to find  despair, let us remember that Gains for Blacks,"Wall Street
potent — feeding on life in an in- shonin writes: “[The people] reservoirs of spiritual strength, there is a creative force in this Journal Feb. 21, 1995.
satiable quest for money. Incomagive their allegiance to evil. This courage, humor and grace. The universe working to pull down 7. Ibid.

TALE, FrOM PAGE 5 a mere two weeks and an SGtignity and humanity. There were struggles in theirto tears by the finale, “None of
member for two years, says per- Rosslyn Jeffries, a singer andpersonal lives as well. When itUs Is Free if One of Us Is
not appropriate either, heformingin SGIfunctions has andancer who plays Billie Holi- was learned a cast member'€hained.” “They expressed a lot
thought. Now the piece is real-added dimension from his otheray, dedicates her performancgrandmother was dying of can-of love for all mankind,” she
istic about the history, but its professional gigs. Since becom+io her father who died in 1992cer, one rehearsal was stoppesiaid. “That's what I'm walking
message that we human beingimig a member, he’s learned to bend her mother who died of canfor all to join in chanting for her around with. If one person is suf-
can transcend our colors and difmore of a performer from thecer two years ago. Her mothethealth. fering, everybody suffers.”
ferences for the cause of worldheart. “Ultimately you have to never saw the performance, only Judging from the audiencere- Twelve-year-old Kai Perry
peace is center. have joy,” he says. “If you work a video of it, but Rosslyn knowsaction, the show’s message ofaid he liked the part about Mar-
It is obvious that the castfrom the heart, you have ashe understands the messagpeace and humanism comesin Luther King Jr. the best. He
members perfornThe African chance to move people.” She was well informed of through loud and clear. “It wasfelt the most important message
American Talewith a decided  To further bring out the mes- African American history and beautiful that it concentrated onThe African American Talgave
commitment to kosen-rufu. Of sage of humanism, others in thevas always active in the civil freedom,” said one. “It was a lothim was that freedom is impor-
her performance as Harriett Tub-group studied the meaning andights movement. about Africa but ended up beingtant — “Freedom for everybody;
man, Babe Evan says it is aboutharacters of the piece. Gail Jen- All of the cast talk of doing about everybody, the wholeMartin Luther King Jr. died try-
encouraging people towardnings was so moved she nearlj)uman revolution together andworld.” ing to make freedom for every-
peace. Without this aspect, sheried when she saw Rosa Parkghanting to unite. There were Darla Alexander said therebody,” he said.
realizes, her acting might end upvhom she plays iThe African many struggles with the perfor-were so many messagesinit, but Barbara Alston, a friend of a
being only egotistical. American Taldjve ontelevision. mances and rehearsals — awas most happy to hear the possast member, echoed that feeling:
Likewise, Jovin Montanaro, Now every time she performs, shéimes with people just getting toitive message of hope. “We have to keep [King’s] dream
who has been part of the cast fotries to carry out Parks’ obviousthe performances and rehearsals. Rachel Rockman was movedalive for the children.” W
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STUDY

APPLYING
NICHIREN
DAISHONIN'S
WRITINGS TO
DAILY LIFE

SIGN
POSTS

Changing the
‘Weather’ for
the Better

SGI-USA YOUTH DIVISION STUDY COMMITTEE

A truly wise man will not be
carried away by any of the

eight winds: prosperity, decline,
disgrace, honor, praise, censure,
suffering and pleasure. The
Major Writings of Nichiren
Daishonin, vol. 1, p. 206)

his was the first passage that|l

ever studied and chanted about.

In it, Nichiren Daishonin teaches

Shijo Kingo not to be swayed by sur

perficial ups and downs but to cont
stantly seek self-improvement.

My first district leader gave this

passage to me as | was about to fin-

ish graduate school and start work-
ing as an actor in New York. | re
member thinking: “What's this? |
know that | shouldn't be discouraged
by the things that don’t work out in
my career — but can't | at least celt
ebrate my victories?”

Atthattime, | suffered from deep,
debilitating depressions. Being a
high-energy person, | covered them
well. But still | would always inter-
pret my colleagues’comments in the
worst possible ways, thinking a hurt
ful meaning was lurking beneath
every comment.

As | emerged into the “eight
winds” of theater, film and TV work,
| came to realize this industry is
equivalent to a hurricane! Individu-
als with more responsibility and de
cision-making power can openly dg
and say things that wreak havoc with
your well-being. (An article iBuzz
magazine aptly described these in-
teractions that go beyond impolite as
“full frontal rudity.”)

But seeing this reality helped me
understand my mission: to change
thistendency in the business, starting
with my own behavior. With my
evolving capability and character
honed by my human revolution, | an
standing up with grace and integrity
in the face of my sometimes coarse,
inhumane industry.

| remember a scientific theory|
about the possibility of a butterfly in
the rain forest positively affecting
global weather; inthe same way | am
determined to have a positive affect
on every production | am a part of, ir
large or small roles, daily changing
the “weather” for the better. [

UNDERSTANDING MENTOR AND DisciPLE

The Perfect Relationship

In this issue, we begin a 10-part series environment where education no longetially describes the mentor—disciple rela-
on the mentor—disciple relationship with speaks to the totality of human existencéipn: A common mission may be two can-
a special two-part essay by Dr. Alfred  sundering the natural bonds, moral and imibals contemplating their dinner! The mis-
Balitzer of Claremont College. tellectual, that bind teacher and student ision, then, must be for the advancement of
life’s most important enterprise. humanity. Aum Shinrikyo leader Shoko
On the “left,” teachers urge students té\sahara celebrated death and destruction,
commit themselves to various theories dbrming a slavish pact with his followers for
social change, often with little regard for théhe satisfaction of dark, Satanic urges.
ast July, SGI President Ikeda honorenhdividual whose quest includes knowl- Mentor—disciple celebrates life. Itis not
me in one of his speeches by quoting@dge of life’s purpose. On the “right,” teachslavish; to the contrary, itis a voluntary re-
few words from a letter | had written to himers encourage learning for the sake oflationship, enhancing all relationships that
about the mentor—disciple relation. Spealprosperous career, all too frequently withembrace it, including those that are not vol-
ing about mentor—disciple to Presidenoutreference to the longing that young peamntary, such as father—son. For this reason,
Ikeda is a sure antidote for pride: In this pgsle have for participation in a greater goodt is the ultimate expression of freedom. Be-
riod of world history, no one understand©ther teachers collect knowledge like someause it elevates both parties it is the em-
more fully or deeply the true meaning of theollect antiques, advocating the acquisbodiment of wholesomeness.
relation than Daisaku Ikeda. Therefore, tion of knowledge “for its own sake.” | would like to conclude by speaking
wish to warn the reader that my contribu- Itis the rich, caring relationship of men-about the mentor. Mentoring is not a part-
tion to the dialogue on mentor—disciple wilkor—disciple that considers the wholdime hobby; rather, itis a way of life. Ded-
be meager. human being as the object of educatioiicating himself so thoroughly to others de-
Mentor—disciple is that relationshipMentor—disciple reunites teacher and styrives the mentor of many consolations
which, when added to all others —dentin a common mission, the fulfillmentthat are part of the ordinary expectations of
teacher—student, father—son, a founder & which requires the full, unstinting dedi-life. What, then, does the mentor gain from
his people — perfects the social bond anchtion of both parties. It puts the needs dhe mentor—disciple relation? Why does
elevates the participants to a higher plarte student ahead of abstract ideology, nahe mentor, who has striven mightily, often
of humanity. Mentor—disciple infuses theow self-interest or dilettantism, and it givesigainst great odds, for so many years, now
customary relation- humble himself, devot-
ships of life with a truly ing his understanding
selfless motive, draw- and his great powers to
ing the parties closer in others, especially to the
pursuit of a common most untutored of the
ideal and diminishing species, for their bene-
the incentives that fit? Why does he make
cause relationships to himself the servant of
founder, including ego- others? At the pinnacle
tism and the desire for of life, why does he not
material success. Whe| just reap the glory?
touched by the spirit of [ Mentoring is an ex-
mentor—disciple, ordi- Socrates hausting and inex-
nary relationships are haustible way of life: It
transformed and the purpose of nature ihe teacher a reason to teach once agairtires and it energizes all at the same time.
man fulfilled. To the extent that all other Self-knowledge, not knowledge for itsEven while beset by fatigue, the mentor
forms of human association have theiown sake, is the purpose of acquiringlraws energy from his disciples, seeing in
meaning enhanced by participation in thknowledge, according to Socrates, the 5tithem the spirit that first animated him —
mentor—disciple relation, mentor—discipleeentury Greek father of Western philososeeing in them the continuation of the
is the most fundamental and the most pephy. In turn, self-knowledge gives us an urthings for which he has lived and dedicated
fect of all forms of human association. | understanding about what benefits us antis life. They are his living memorial.
derstood this only imperfectly until | re-others as human beings. Self-knowledge is Furthermore, the mentor is driven by an
flected upon guidance President Ikeda gaeebridge to humanity and to the fulfillmentintransigent force of nature — his uncon-
to my son during our first and subsequerf life’s purpose. querable compassion for his disciples. In
meetings. 1838, Abraham Lincoln, speaking on “The
It might seem incredulous to some t crates imparted his wisdom to his disPerpetuation of Our Political Institutions”
hear that mentor—disciple is the most pe iple Plato, who imparted it to his dis-to the Young Men’s Lyceum of Springfield,
fect form of all human associations. “Afterciple Aristotle — passing from mentor talll., reflected on the differences between a
all,” some might question, “are not husdisciple in a tradition that has lasted fostatesman and a tyrant. The statesman, Lin-
band—wife and mother—daughter exanmore than two millennia. One of the im-coln pondered, could be a tyrant except for
ples of relationships that spring from naportant functions of mentor—disciple is thathis devotion to the people who have en-
ture itself?” it acts as a vessel, transporting and prerusted him with power. How easy it would
The answer to this query is to be fountkcting over time truths of greatimportancee, he thought, for the statesman to cross
in the principle underlying all human relato humankind. Especially during the darkhe line, to become a Bonaparte, and rule
tions, the pursuit of happiness: If one’s owperiods of human history, mentor—discipléor his own sake rather than for the sake of
happiness results from devotion to assisi often the common man’s only beacon, thais people. The difference between the two,
ing another attain happiness, then meienly source of truth and compassion, theré-incoln concluded, is the compassion of
tor—disciple, which dedicates each party tftore, of hope. the statesman for his people, a compassion
the happiness of the other, is the most per- When the relation of mentor—disciple ighat drives him to protect their happiness.
fect of all human associations and thadded to that of teacher—student, acommdiris from dedicating himself to their hap-
model which we should strive to imitate inmission results, comprehending the good giness that his glory results. | think this ex-
our own relationships. each in a greater good. Its physiognomy &mple amply illustrates why the mentor
Not all teachers are mentors and not athuch like Aristotle’s description of friend- becomes the servant to his disciples.
students disciples. Mentor—disciple is rareship: one spirit in two bodies. Participation
particularly in today’s desiccated learningn a common mission, however, only par-

By ALFRED BALITZER

CLAREMONT, CALIF.

ARCHIVE PHOTOS

Ry,
I’_t..

ARCHIVE PHOTOS

Aristotle

(To be continued)
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Amor: Una emocién poderosa
que se siente hacia otra
persona y se manifiesta a sf
misma en un profundo afecto,
devocién o deseo sexual.
(Definicion del Webster’s New
World Dictionary)

¢ No es el amor mucho més que
eso? Después de todo, el amor
produce tanto momentos de éx-
tasis extremo como de aguda de-
presién. Si el amor s6lo se mani-
fiesta de acuerdo a la definicién
del diccionario, ; por qué casi el
cincuenta por ciento de todos los
matrimonios legales terminan
en divorcio? ;Qué es lo que ha
sucedido o dejado de suceder
para crear una situacién tan fu-
nesta en relacion a esta cosa lla-
mada amor?

Dependiendo de a quién uno
le pregunta podemos conocer
cualquier cantidad de causas, in-
cluyendo la liberaci6én de la
mujer, influencia de los medios
de comunicacién, la co-depen-
dencia, la predisposicién gene-
tica o la pérdida de valores fami-
liares. Sin embargo, de acuerdo
alas ensefianzas del Budismo de
Nichiren Daishonin, todas las
respuestas existen dentro de cada
vidaindividual y de sus acciones.
Como es a menudo el caso,
cuando las personas se enamoran
se preocupan por el amor en si
mismos o0 mas especificamente
por el objeto de su afecto. Dos
amantes arrastrados por la fuerza
del éxtasis facilmente se tornan
cada uno en el centro de la vida
del otro. Cualquiera que haya
crecido rodeado por dulces can-
ciones de amor en la radio, las
imd4gines superficiales de “Amor
verdadero” en las peliculas,en la
televisién y en la literatura, ten-
dria muy pocas razones para pen-
sar que deberia ser de culquier
otra manera. Nuestra cultura,
medios de comunicacién y hasta
el diccionario nos han pintado
una bellisima, roméntica y en-
sofiadora descripcién del amor.

Desafortunadamente el amor
no es tan simple. Muchos
amantes pueden dar testimonios
del hecho que el amor tiene el po-
tencial de cambiar o de transfor-
marse en una emocién muy
diferente sin previo aviso, por
ejemplo: en odio. En el pen-
samiento budista tradicional el
amor romdntico era considerado
con obvia negatividad por esa
razén. Se le consideraba débil y
poco estable mientras que la mi-
sericordia (jihi) era vista como
imparcial e ilimitada. Mientras el
enfoque tradicional del deseo (a
menudo asociado con el Bu-
dismo de Shakyamuni) busca
eliminar el deseo humano,

&Que’ Bs

Nichiren Daishonin ensefi6 que
el deseo es un aspecto funda-
mental e inevitable de la vida..
Por ejemplo, para vivir tenemos
que desear seguir viviendo. En
vez de suprimir el deseo, €l en-
sefié que al entonar daimoku por

el deseo podemos lograr felici-

dad iluminada. Al respecto, él
dice: “Cuando uno entona Nam-
myoho-renge-kyo atin

8
WA
Find

=

No existe mayor felicidad que
tener fe en el sutra del Loto {Go-
honzon}” (MW-1, 161).

El Budismo enseiia estricta-
mente que cada quién debe
asumir responsabilidad de su
propia felicidad. El propésito de
la préctica budista es crear felici-
dad absoluta e inamovible en la
propia vida de cada practicante

&l édmer

porque no estamos seguros de
nuestro propio valor. Podemos
estar movidos por deseos sexu-
ales inquietantes o atrapados en
un patrén de relacién poco sano
que tiene raices en traumas de la
infancia. Cualquiera que sea el
caso, el denominador comiin de
éstos y de otros incontables mo-
tivos es que tendemos a depen-
der de algo que no es

durante la unién sexual
de un hombre y una
mujer, entonces los de-
seos mundanos son ilu-
minacién y los sufri-
mientos de la vida y la
muerte son nirvana”
(MW-2,229).

Sin embargo, la rea-
lidad de dos personas
intentando engranar sus
vidas conjuntamente,
puede llegar a ser de-
sastrosa. Aparecen los
viejos patrones de con-
ducta, se presentan
choques de personali-
dad, problemas emo-
cionales y sexuales,
problemas familiares,
desacuerdos fi-
nancieros. Cualquier
cosa puede pasar, pero
si dos personas se aman

_\

AN

nuestra naturaleza de
Buda, para afianzar sen-
timientos de seguridad y
de satisfaccién. ;Esta-
mos buscando a alguien
con quien compartir
nuestras vidas y es-
forzarnos hacia el
cumplimiento de nuestra
misién o buscamos sim-
plemente llenar un vacio
en nuestras vidas? Este
punto es crucial y puede
que sea una de las mas
dificiles lecciones de
aprender en nuestra
préctica budista. La rea-
lidad de que la felicidad
indestructible reside
s6lo dentro de nosotros
mismos es dificil de
aceptar en el desarrollo
de nuestro Estado de
Buday de lamisiénenia

mutuamente, especial-
mente si uno o ambos entonan
daimoku ;cémo podrian llegar a
odiarse uno al otro? De acuerdo
al Budismo se debe a lo siguiente:
Cuando dos personas se compro-
meten a llevar una vida intima,
los tres venenos de la Ira, Avari-
cia(egoismo) y la Estupidez aflo-
ran desde dentro de sus vidas.
El enfoque budista del amor
no es pesimista sino realista. El
Budismo no sdlo reconoce las
fuerzas negativas en las rela-
ciones roménticas sino que tam-
bién ensefia que por medio de la
entonacién del daimoku
podemos percibir claramente la
negatividad, asumir responsabi-
lidad por la parte que nos toca y
finalmente transformarla. El
punto mas importante es el si-
guiente: Para aquellos que prac-
tican las enseiianzas de Nichiren
Daishonin, la relacién mds fun-
damental que puedan tener es
con la Ley Mistica y con el Go-
honzon. Como dice el Daisho-
nin: “No existe mayor felicidad
para los seres humanos que en-
tonar Nam-myoho-renge-kyo....

dentro de si mismos, con o sin
otra persona de significacion. Asi
que: ;Para qué estamos buscando
pareja? En primer lugar, ; Por qué
deseamos una relacién? Podemos
entonar especificamente para una
alma gemela, pero una vez que la
hayamos encontrado ;qué
sucede? Quizéds deseamos a al-
guien que nos haga compaiiia, o
nos dé seguridad y nos ofrezca
una relacién sexual monégama.
Quizis queremos a alguien que
comparta nuestro sentido del
humor, que tenga un carécter
fuerte, que aprecie las pequeias
cosas de la vida y muchas otras
cualidades que no hayamos en-
contrado en una sola persona
antes. Una vez que la encon-
tramos, / pensamos que viviremos
felices para siempre?, jes la larga
lista de caracteristicas que bus-
€amos en una pareja, nuestro ver-
dadero deseo o simples ilusiones
que contienen motivaciones mas
profundas y ocultas?

Puede ser que nos sintamos
profundamente solos o tengamos
la necesidad de ser amados

vida, sin que ello tenga
nada que ver con factores exter-
nos y poco confiables como son
las relaciones humanas.

El Budismo nos ensefia que
poseemos todo lo que necesita-
mos para ser felices. Buscarlo
afuera de nosotros no es sélo ind-
til sino que puede ser la causa de
gran sufrimiento. Una relacién
de amor puede proveer com-
paiiia, una vida sexual plena, una
familia, y otras alegrias bésicas
de la existencia humana, pero
basar la felicidad de uno en eso
es fallar en captar lainestabilidad
esencial de esa situacion. Des-
pues de todo, una pareja puede
moriry hasta unarelacion sexual
maravillosa puede sufrir dete-
rioro si otros factores cambian.

Recientemente, en Norte-
américa y en Europa muchos
sicoanalistas han identificado la in-
cidencia generalizada de codepen-
dencia como una de las mayores
causas de sufrimiento en las rela-
ciones amorosas modernas. La
codependencia se genera en fami-
lias disfuncionales, a menudo al-
cohélicas 6 en otro tipo de ambi-

entes familiares agresivos en los
cuales los nifios satisfacen las
necesidades de los adultos, en con-
traste con la familia funcional en
que los adultos satisfacen las
necesidades de los hijos.

En muchos casos, esto sig-
nifica que un nifio tiene que en-
focar su energia emocional, men-
tal (y a menudo la fisica) en un
adulto, de forma de lograr o man-
tener sentimientos de estabilidad
que al final resultan ser relativos.
Esto instala la semilla de la con-
ducta controladora y manipu-
ladora en la personalidad de uno,
desviando su enfoque de sus
necesidades personales y sen-
timientos. Cuando los nifios que
han crecido en un ambiente asi
llegan a ser adultos, probable-
mente buscardn amor como la
base de su personalidad, torn4n-
dose dependientes de otros para
su seguridad e identidad.

Enesos casos se considera que
los otros son los que se deben ocu-
par del amor, o en algunos casos,
estd planteando el cémo cuidar de
los otros. Cuando los otros fallan
en satisfacer sus necesidades, las
personas codependientes a
menudo se resienten con ellos.
Para los miembros que practican
Budismo o hayan desarrollado
tales caracteristicas, es crucial que
perciban la diferencia entre mise-
ricordia y cargar con los proble-
mas de otros, entre recibir amor y
depender de otros para ser feliz y
entre apoyar y controlar.

Por medio del espejo del Go-
honzon podemos vernos profun-
damente a nosotros mismos y
tomar la determinacién de
romper los mecanismos de de-
fensa de nuestra infancia que
quizds nos sirvieron de algo pero
que ahora nos pueden estar des-
truyendo. Segiin el Budismo,
cada persona es responsable de
su bienestar emocional, mental y
fisico. Debemos ocuparnos de
nuestras propias necesidades y
sentimientos a la vez que esta-
mos pendientes de no usar a otros
o abusar de ellos en el proceso.
A medida que entonamos dai-
moku por este asunto podemos
esforzarnos y confiar en nuestras
oraciones para rectificar cual-
quier situacion en sus niveles
mas esenciales. Podemos tam-
bién fortalecer la creencia de que
nuestro daimoku posee el in-
sondable poder de ayudar a otros,
de una manera tal que ni las pa-
labras ni las acciones podrian.
Puede que requiera tiempo y es-
fuerzo pero finalmente nos pro-
baremos a nosotros mismos que
ninguna otra estrategia es tan
poderosa como la que se basaen
el Sutra del Loto. W]

(Este articulo continuara en la
proxima edicion de las pdginas
en espafiol de marzo.)
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APRENDAMOS DEL GOSHO

La Eterna Enseiianza
de Nichiren Daishonin

‘La Unica Frase Esencial’

A continuacion la conclusion
de la segunda parte de la
disertacion del presidente
Ikeda sobre este Gosho en esta
nueva serie.

Aungue uno no lea ni estudie el
sutra, el sélo hecho de invocar
su titulo es fuente de una in-
mensa buena fortuna. El sutra
enseiia que las mujeres, los
hombres perversos y los que se
encuentran en estados de in-
fierno y animalidad es decir, las
personas de los Diez Estados-
pueden manifestar su Budei-
dad, Esto es facil de compren-
der, si imaginamos que cierta
piedra extraida del fondo del
rio puede producir fuego, y que
la llama de una vela es suficiente
para alumbrar un sitio que ha
estado a oscuras durante miles
de millones de aiios. Si encon-
tramos tales prodigios aun
entre las cosas mds simples de
este mundo, ;Cudnto mas
prodigioso serd el poder de la
Ley Mistica! La vida de los
hombres y mujeres comunes
esta presa en los grilletes del
karma negativo, los deseos
mundanos y los sufrimientois
innatos del nacimiento y la
muerte. Pero debido a los tres
potenciales inherentes a la na-
turaleza de Buda-la Budeidad
innata, la sabiduria para tomar
conciencia de ella y para mani-
festarla- nuestra vida puede lle-
gar a revelar, sin ninguna duda
las tres propiedades. El gran
maestro Dengyo declaré que el
poder del Sutra del Loto le per-
mite a cualquier persona man-
ifestar su propia Budeidad. Lo
senalé, porque hasta la hija del
Rey Dragén pudo lograr la
Budeidad mediante el poderdel
Sutra de Loto. No dude de esto
en absoluto. Digale a su esposo
que se lo explicaré en detalle
cuando lo vea.
Nichiren
De mi puiio y letra.
En el tercer dia del séptimo
mes, en el primer aiio de
Koan 1278

La fe es la clave de la
felicidad eterna

1 daimoku es luz.
Como afirma el Dai-
shonin, unasola velaes
capaz de encender un
lugar que ha estado sumidoen la
oscuridad absoluta durante

miles de millones de afios. Del
mismo modo, en el instante en
que oramos basados en el
daimoku la oscuridad de nuestra
vida se desvanece instantdnea-
mente. Este es el principio de la
simultaneidad de la causa y el
efecto. En ese preciso instante,
la oracién queda respondida y
esa respuesta se graba en lo mas
profundo de nuestro ser.

La causa inherente (nyo ze in)
de nuestra profunda oracién ge-
nera, en forma simultinea, un
efecto latente (nyo ze ka) Para
que este efecto se manifieste,
debe transcurrir un tiempo inde-
terminado. Pero, en lo profundo
de nuestra vida, la oracion se con-
creta en forma inmediata. En ese
momento, se enciende una luz
poderosa. La flor de loto (renge)
{que florece y da semilla al
mismo tiempo} es el perfecto
ejemplo de la simultaneidad entre
las causas y los efectos.

Por eso, es sumamente
importante que las ora-
ciones tengan total convi-
cion. Las fuerzas del Buda
y de la Ley se activan en
proporcién directa a la for-
taleza de nuestra fe y nues-
tra practica. La fe es como
los vatios de una bombilla
eléctrica; cuando hay fe ar-
rolladora, en la vida de uno
se enciende una luz restal-
lante, capaz de iluminar
hasta el dltimo rincén de
sombras.

Porotro lado, la oracién
esinvisible, pero siunoora
con toda tenacidad y con-
viceion, sin falta se mani-
festara un claro resuitado
en la vida y en el entorno
que nos rodea. El principio
que explica esto es la verdadera
entidad de todos los fenémenos.
En todo caso, la fe debe ser con-
viccion en este dmbito invisible.
Los impacientes que sélo buscan
réditos inmediatos, los que se Il-
evan el mundo por delante en su
premura, los que viven alimen-
tando un aureola de vanidad y for-
malismo terminan siempre
cayendo cuesta abajo, en atol-
laderos que los superan.

Por ejemplo, en nuestra organi-
zacionel éxitode unaactividad de-
pende de la oracién intensa que
hayan hecho los responsables, para
que cada persona se lleve una
enorme esperanza, para que cada
participante, sin falta, se vayade la
reunion radiante de plenitud. Los
que viven pendientes de la imagen
que dan a los demds no merecen

ocupar un puesto de responsabili-
dad dentro de la SGI.

Pero las personas que se basan
siempre en la oracién son real-
mente sinceras. La oracién limpia
elcorazén y loexpande; la oracién
enriquece la personalidad.

Los sufrimientos
son la materia prima
de la felicidad

El daimoku es fuego. Cuando
unoenciende la lefia de los deseos
mundanos, arde y chispea la
llama de la felicidad, es decir, el
fuego de la iluminacién. En-
tonces, los sufrimientos {siem-
pre generados por deseos mun-
danos} se convierten en la
materia prima que alimenta la fe-
licidad. Para la persona que no
tiene fe en la Ley Mistica, el dolor
es tan s6lo dolor. Pero para el
creyente de fe firme, los sufri-

mientos son un estimulo que lo
lleva a uno a ser mucho mas feliz.

La fe es esperanza inextin-
guible. La practica de la fe es una
lucha por concretar nuestros de-
seos. Y la base de esta préctica es
la oracion. El daimoku firme con-
vierte lameraesperanza en rotunda
conviceidn. Y este espiritu de con-
viccion, que se despliega de tres mil
formas posibles, apunta a concre-
tar cada uno de esos anhelos que
nos llevaronainvocar. Por lo tanto,
no hay nada peor que rendirse a
mitad de camino. Hasta las caver-
nas que vivieron envueltas en la
negrura total por millones de afios
pueden seriluminadas con la luz de
un fésforo.Hasta un pedernal
sumergidoenel lechodel rio puede
secarse y ser utilizado para encen-
der fuego. Nuestros sufrimientos

jVictoriosos Derrotan
la Adversidad!

Foto por VICTOR VARGAS

Festival, noviembre 1996.

Miembros Latinos del Norte de California en la reunién del Segundo

actuales, por muy oscuros que
sean, no suman millones de afios.
Ni durardn eternamente. El sol ir-
rumpira por sobre el horizonte, sin
falta. A decir verdad {aunque no se
hayan dado cuenta,} el amanecer
ya ha comenzado.

Cuando el ser humano se acos-
tumbra al sufrimiento, durante
largos periodos de infelicidad, ter-
minaadquiriendo lacostumbre de
rendirse. Pero cuando se basa en
la Ley Mistica, jam4s se resignaa
vivir en la derrota. Bajar los bra-
zos en la vida es lo mismo que
denigrar nuestra propia Budei-
dad. Es lo mismo que despreciar
el Gohonzon. Pero esto es, exac-
tamente, lo que estamos haciendo
cuando nos cerramos frente a un
problema y crcemos que nunca
vamos a encontrar una solucion.

Nunca hay que decidir de an-
temano que una persona o un area
determinada son causas perdidas.
Si hay una situacion en laque uno
debe orar es, precisamente,
cuando enfrenta circumstancias
extremas. La clave estd en orar
concretamente y en actuar con-
cretamente, hasta que se produz-
can los resultados.

Hasta hace unos anos, nadie
imaginaba que iba a haber amigos
de la Ley Mistica cn la Unién So-
viéticay enlos paises del ex bloque
comunista. Pero la época cambio;
se puso fin a un largo periodo de
oscuridad. El punto de partida de
semejante cambio fue la oracion
paraque los pueblos de esos paises
fueses felices y resplandecieran de
esperanza, sin falta.

La oracion basada en la Ley
Muistica nunca debe ser abstracta,
pues genera una rcalidad concreta
en el nivel de la vida. Orar es ini-
ciar un didlogo, un intercambio,
con el mismisimo universo.
Cuando oramos, nuestro ichinen
estd abarcando el universo entero.
Laoracién es una lucha denodada
por expandir nuestra vida.

Por favor, comprendan que la
oracion no es un débil consuelo,
sSino una conviceidn potente, ro-

tundae incondicional. Y debe man-
ifestarse en acciones concretas.
Para decirlo de otro modo, cuando
la oracién es seria y sincera. sin
falta se traduce en acciones.

Es decir que la oracién se ex-
presa por medio de acciones, y las
acciones se apoyan en laoracion.
Sélo entonces un ser humano es
capaz de arrancar una respuesta
de las funciones universales y de
todos los budas. Quienes oran y
emprenden la accién en bien del
Kosen-rufu son verdaderos dele-
gados del Buda original. Es im-
posible que los hombres y las mu-
jeres asi no tengan una vida
espléndida donde cada deseo s
concrete efectivamente.

Aunque unoseatan felizque, de
tanto en tanto, afiore unos Minutos
de sufrimiento, la felicidad sigue
creciendo a borbotones. sigue us-
cendiendo a paso raudo, como un
barrilete que se aduefia del cielo
Esa es una prueba concreta de que
estamos consolidando nuestra
Budeidad. Pero. ademds. cuando
uno establece el estado de Buda
como base de cstaexistencia, sigue
viviendo de ese modo maravilloso
através de las existencias futuras.

Como indica ¢l Daishonin al
final de esta carta, cuando escribe
“no dude de esto en absoluto.” es
necesario tener gran conviceion y
vivir con franca esperanza de
jovenes ode viejos. Cuando adqui-
rimos una esperanza radiante.
podemos escrutar nuestros sufri-
mientos del pasado con calma y
compostura; podemos comprobar
cudntas veces nos ahogamosenun
vasode agua, dando a nuestros ob-
staculos mucho mayor trascen-
dencia de la que realmente tenian.

En esta carta, el Daishonin
presenta un alegato a toda la hu-
manidad; *j Vivamos con espe-
ranza' ;Y eternamente! Nuestra
postura de fe se convierte ins-
tantineamente en la causa, el
efecto y la fuerza de la felicidad
eterna. Se traduce c¢n una
tremenda alegria y en una plen-
itud sin limites.™ W]
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Jiwe Hal Come

Writer, folklorist,
anthropologist —
Zora Neale Hurston
played a prominent
role in the

Harlem Renaissance

By PATRICIA ELAM RUFF

WASHINGTON, D.C., CORRESPONDENT

ora Neale Hurston (1891-60) is |

one of the most powerful and ex-
traordinary literary voices to

JOHN PINEDA/KRT

come out of the Harlem Renais- @@ &

sance. Her career, though sporadic, quali

fied her also as a folklorist and anthropol-

ogist. Sometimes heralded as “before herCartheda Konchella holds a replica of a Saralee doll she sold at shows around the country to raise money to convert an old school
time” because many of her contemporariesbuilding, background, into a museum honoring folklorist and writer Zora Neale Hurston.

did not understand her genius, Hurston died
penniless and was buried in an unmarked

grave in a segregated cemetery in Florida

During the 1970s, however, writers
Alice Walker (who erected a tombstone at
her gravesite), Toni Cade Bambara, Henr
Louis Gates Jr. and others reintroduced
Hurston’s work to a grateful world. Her
novelsMules and Mer(1935) andTheir
Eyes Were Watching G¢ti937) are now
standard reading in many college literature|
classes.

Recently a book collector purchased a
cardboard box of Hurston’s college mem-
orabilia for $150 and found a battered 1925
issue of her Howard University sorority
yearbook that contained three undiscov-|
ered early works: a play, an essay and 4§
short story. These works, considered vas
treasures, are now being published for the
first time.

“She devoted her life to collecting folk
material of the Negroes furthest down,
even when other black intellectuals were
rejecting that culture,” says the director of
the association that operates a museun
named for Hurston in her hometown of
Eatonville, Fla. Plans are now being made

to produce her newly discovered play in
1998, and a symposium will be held on her|
unearthed short story at this year’s annua|
Eatonville festival celebrating her life and
contributions. Wl

AND LITERATURE

Zora Negle Hu_rston:

Though she died in obscurity,
been part of the Harlem Renai
a novelist, anthropologist a

n
n the 1920s as

Academy in Baltimore,
Howard Univ. in
Washington; in 1925 won
a scholarship to Barnard
College in New York,
where she studied
anthropology with Franz
Boas, and did graduate
work at Columbia Univ.

M IN 1930s did field
studies on Southern and
Caribbean black folklore;
1934, first novel praisegy

ZO Neg
Hursron, FOlhore

(¢

Recently a book collector pur-
chased a cardboard box of
Hurston’s college memorabilia
for $150 and found a battered
1925 issue of her Howard
University sorority yearbook
that contained three undiscov-
ered early works: a play, an
essay and a short story. These
works, considered vast trea-
sures, are now being published
for the first time.



