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Japanese Thronging to Soka Gakkai Shrine

Strengthof Buddhist
Religious and Social
Movement Grows

By EMERSON CHAPIN
Special te The New York Times

FUJIMIYA, Japan — In an
ancient grove of stately cedar
trees on the southwest base of
snow-capped Mount Fuji stand
a score of buildings that con-
stitute the religious headquar-
ters of the Soka Gakkai move-
ment,

Every day the bustling ac-
tivity of 12,000 pilgrims to the
Taisekiji Temple underscores
the strength of this aggressive
Buddhist organization.

Taisekiji, with its stone walks
and traditional setting, resem-
bles almost any Buddhist center
of worship in Japan. But the
throngs, the sense of energy and
relentless organization and the
addition of huge new modern
buildings distinguish it from all
others. An administration building of Soka Gakkai meovement on southwest base of Mount Fuji

In groups of 1500, visitors
from all parts of Japan wait
patiently to enter the high sanc-
tuary and view the Dai Gohon-
zqn, or ‘“great object of wor-
ship,” an ideographic tablet
written by the 13th-century
monk Nichiren.

Tours of the temple buildings,
religious Jectures and group
discussions heighten the mem-
bers' pride of participation in
the fastest growing social-reli-
gious organization in this coun-
try.

The center of activity at the
700-year-old temple site here
is the huge and modernistic
Grand Reception Hall completed
last April at a cost of $3.5 mil-
lion, Symbolizing the mass reli-

lous movement’s .goal of
‘brihging all mankind into its
own faith,” this terroconcrete
structure contains stones and
building materials from 46 coun-
tries.

Political Party Started

Its construction followed a
four-day fund-raising drive in
July, 1961, in which Soka Goit-
kai members contributed almost
$9 million. An even more mag-
nificent building of marble js
planned within the next six
vears. Meanwhile, officials of
Soka Gakkai predict that three
million members will have vis- : The New York Times (by Emerson Chapin)
ited the assembly hall in its| Pilgrims at the area, where the Taisekiji Temple is visited by 12,000 persons daily
first year and worshiped the
holy tablet.

| ’ .

From its organizational head- lambiguous, Komeito, with the of pilgrims at Taisekiji nightly, grims sat attentively on the
quarters in Tokyo, Soka Gakkai| tightly organized power to mil-  |a misfortune-ridden family with  [floor as a university professor
—literally, the Value Creation Yions of Soka Gakkai adherents,‘ a polio-stricken son achieves lectured on the Gosho, Nichiren’s
Society—conducts a tremendousj s confident of becoming a gappiqess ar&g protsper'ilgg after basic writings. Heads nodded in‘
range of social, cultural, reli-| et e ; hy ecoming adherents. e son accord as he said that “the lotus
gious and athletic functions for, third for ?Cb b_etweeél Jgipatn ; recovers full use of his legs  |is a pure flower but grows out|
a membership that it says now: conservative usmesi' O{?mﬁ. et through faith after having been of mud” and then went on to.
exceeds 15 million, or 15 per, G?vemrlnent._ a[r.lf!t‘t e Mlarxist, told by physicians that he will explain how man similarly can
cent of Japan's population. | oriented Socialists. . |never walk again. attain his potential through

Hiring the largest municipal ' A basic element in Soka Gak- _The rank-and-file members, prayer and faitn, whatever his
halls in major cities, it packs as kai's mushrooming growth is sitting on straw mats in the cnvironment. ;
many as 20,000 people into reg- [the aura of suceess and prosper-, vast lecture hall, burst into ap- Komeito politicians and Soka|
ular monthly meetings of its' ‘_1ty with which it surrounds pl;luse as the hoy gamed his Gakkai leaders, in inforrpa!:
men's, Women's or youth groups. itself, Mcmbcrs are taught .that triumph through faith. They talks to groups from mining
Rousihg songs.  brass bb"mdS§ eu'dexl.* taith in the teachings cheer’egi rcpea?edly at appear- and industrial areas, depicted
cheer leadersba;:d drum mka‘jor-" of Nichiren brings direct and ances in the film of Soka Galf- advantages deriving from mem-
ttes ar £ of it i to! tangible rewards and that the kai's 37-year-old president, Dai- bership.
eties are part of its appeal to dail,; chanting of Nichiren's saku Ikeda, and at sequences Last year's visitors included’
persons "Yho need a sense (,)fi “Iotus sutra” is a vital part of on the mammoth “culture festi-| 1,400 Soka Gakkai - adherents
g:.;?rcl'lgaxt‘f;idlifmz;hgilgﬁ]gf:ng()clin‘ the process by which mlan can val” I?Cld ]b)"tngoi'le té’l::g 18?,0001 ,fl'olrrll‘K the United dStateS" Soka

§ing socl- fulfill his inner potential. members last fall at the Olym-' iGakkai announced last month
ety. L ! Members sav I[)heir individual pic stadium in Tokyo. ! ! ithat it had 63 headquarters, 251
N oSvoeI:beGa:k?tlxll]gé%ag(éidpo}aﬁqit‘ and orgztmizational achievemen% N In t1h§ centtral cﬁa?bgr (;)5 thle} |general cha}ll)tex's and 10?3 chap-
i r -Liedg 1= constitute “actual proof”’ o rand Reception Hall, 2,5 il-, iters throughout the world.
cal organization, the Komeito,| their doctrine. ’I‘hosep who fail 2 P — £
or Clean Government, party, to, to gain material success have
tradnslate itsf aimt}ilnto political; not believed strongly enough.
endeavor “for e masses.” they assert.
Though its objectives are still In a movie shown to thousand
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