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Komeito, founded only six
years ago and benefiting from

TOKYO, Dec. 16—“Religion the active support of the tight-

is absolute,” Hiroshi Hojo said.

ly knit Soka Gakkai organiza-

“But politics is relative. Therein tion, has become the thi{d
lies the difference between the strongest political party- in

two.” .
Mr. Hojo, vice president of
the neo-Buddhist organization

known as Soka Gakkal, was ex- was until June deputy chair-
‘man of the Komeito as well as

plaining at an interview in the
group’s gleaming marble head-
quarters why it had decided to
separate itself from its political
offspring, the Komeito, or Clean
Government party.

The two organizations wield
tremendous power in Japan.
Soka Gakkai, the lay organiza-
tion of the Nichiren Shoshu
Buddhist sect, reports a mem-
bership .of 16 million and car-
ries on a wide range of social,
religious and cultural .activities.

Japan.
Mr. Hojo, a chunky, self-pos-
sessed former mnaval officer,

vice president of the Soka
Gakkai.

At the Komeito’s. eighth
party convention, held ‘that
month, Mr. Hojo_.resigned his
party post to concentrate ex-
clusively on his duties with the
religious organization. Several
other party officials did the
same, while others gave up
their Soka Gakkai positions to
serve solely as party officials.

Yoshikatsu Takeiri, chairman

work for normalized diplomatic
relations between ' Japan  and
Communist China. The council
is largely financed by the Ko-
meito, but ‘its' charter member-
ship of 210 includes well-known
scholars, critics and artists cov-
ering * the . political spectrum

‘'of the Koméito, formerly served
concurrently as vice president
of .the Soka Gakkai.
1 Today, under its dynamic
42-year-old . president, Daisaku
lIkeda, the Soka Gakkai claims
'a membership of 7,500,000
“households.” It counts its ad-
herents on this basis, reporting from conservative to new left.
as' adherent households even At the grass-roots level, dc-
those families. in which only cording to the 39-year-old dep-
one member is a believer. uty secretary general, Ichiro

Meanwhile the Komeito, with Watanabe, the party is organ-
230,000 dues-paying members, izing clubs -of supporters for
has tried to build up political individual . legislators among
support among nonbelievers as such: groups as shopkeepers’
well as the Soka Gakkaj faith- |guilds and: parent-teac%er'asso-
ful. While'+holding no_formal |ciations.. The Komeijto empha-
position in the Komeito, Mr. sizes' youth—many of its legis-
Ikeka is* widely believed to.re- |lators are aged in.their thirties
main-its animating genius. ior early forties,

.On' Sunday,” the Komeito’ In: ‘recent years the Soka
launched its' most recent ven-|Gakkai and the Komeito have
ture; a mational council tolbeen speading from large wur-

ban areas to smaller cities and
towns and even into the coun-

.tryside, the stronghold of easy-

going ‘conservative Buddhism,

But the main constituency,
for both organizations, remains
the wurban  dispossessed —
‘people + uprooted from their
original homes in villages and
living, : often bewildered and
lonely,” in  mammoth cities.

Many other Soka Gakkai ad-
herents work in restaurants or
bars, or Turkish baths, or
other ' occupations often
looked ‘down upon. Many have
suffered hardships or have
gone through .wrenching per-
sonal crises,.

The fervor of the Soka Gak-
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kai convert was transferred
naturally and enthusiastically
into the political field as sup-
port for the Komeito when the
Soka Gakkai decided to estab-
lish “a full-fledged political
arm in 1964, . .
The party has obviously

‘benefited from the. tie. But of

late both party and Soka Gak-

'kai officials have been increas-
Jingly concerned, with repudi-

ating charges that they
planned to impose a fascistic
politico-religious regime on Ja-
pan, establishing Nichiren Sho-
shu as-the state religion and
putting the Komeito in charge
of the government.



